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Oakdale Church Plans School ... 
The Oakdale Raptis t Church on Highway 64 will hold 

a Vacation Bible School. beginning Monday and continuing 
through June 23. The School 1s ooen to children from ages 
3 through 16. 

Classes will begin each day at 8:30 a. m. and continue 
thro11gh 11 :30 11. m . 

Parents' night 1s sr-heduled for ,Jun 2; at the church, 
with a special picnic planned for Saturday, June 26, beginning 
at 6 p. m. 

nvK~ Kap1.as lif!"ra u 
Rocky Mount Telegram 
Salisbury Post 
Sanford Herald 
Shelby Star 
Statesville Record & Landmark 
Tarboro Southerner 
Thomasville Times / fl:,; 
Tryon Bulletin '-CJ'• 
Washington Daily New~ • 
Wilmington Star 
Wilmington News 
Wilmington Star-News/ 
Wilson Daily Times 
Winston-Salem Journa , 
Wins ton-Salem Sentinel 
Norfolk: Va. Pilot 
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Concert 
The "Continental Singers and Orchestra" will perform a live concert of contemporary Christian music on Monday, July 30, at 7:30 p.m. at the Oakdale Baptist Church, Tarboro Highway, Rocky Mount. 

This year's concert theme and newest album is "Come Love The Lord." In addition to featuring medleys from that album, the program will also contain selec-tions from "O Come All Ye Faithful" <the first Continental Christmas album> and "Dreamer" < 1984 Dove Award Winner-Best Musical> . Songs in this year's program include "Majesty," "By Our Love," "Great Is The Lord," "He Will Carry You," and a special children·s number ... a variety of Christian songs and hymns for the whole family. 
The 24 vocalists and 11-piece orchestra are completely self-contain-ed, including their own sound and lighting equipment. 

Since they were first organized in 1967, various editions of the "Con-tinental Singers and Orchestra" have made over 8,000 live domestic appearances and over 2,400 foreign appearances before more than 4.5 million people. 
They perform their concerts nightly, seven days a week. Perfonners are selected for the yearly 75-day tours by auditions from thousands of high school and college-age young people . 

This year the Con-tinental Singers and Orchestra will perform throughout all 50 states and Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, England, Fiji, Finland, France, · Greece, Haiti, Holland, Hungary, Israel, Korea, Martinique, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad, Germany and Yugoslavia. 
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'\-Yississippi. The college 
rcpre .. entative will provide 
lnfor111at10n about the ~chool, 
which has grown from 80 
students to over 1,080 students 
in ju~t eight years. 

Located on the Gulf Coast of 
the Florida Panhandle, Pen-
sacola Christian provides four-
year academic programs in the 
following areas· Bible, 
ministerial. missions, 
cduc~hon, nursing, accounting, 
business administration, 
computer sdence, secr~tar1al 
admimstration. art, music, 
specc.h, and home l' •onomics. 

Also available are one-and 
two-year secretan<1l programs, 
a two-year pnntin-~ program, 
nviatton Instruction, and 
P.raduate programs m Bible, 
rd 1cation, music, and speech. 

'lhls ensemble 1s one of sL'\: 
representing the college <.luring 
the month of January. These 
ensembles will perform in over 
280 churches artd schools 
throuahout the month. 

There i3 no a<.lmisS1on charge 
for t11ic; program. Tl e pu 
mv1ted to attc nd. 
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Guest speaker 
Ur. Alton L. 

Hood, former 
foreign mission-
ary to Bangkok, 
Thailand, will be 
guest speaker at 
Oakdale Baptist 
Churcn at fl a.m. 
this Sunday. 

Hood was 
raised near 
Goldsboro . Hetlllllll 
graduated from .. 
the University of HOOD 
Tennessee Medical School, intern-
ship at Rex Hospital in Raleigh, two 
years as an "Indian Medicine Man" 
in the state of Washington, general 
surgical training at Wake Memorial 
Hospital, Raleigh. Hood, his bride, 
Olga, and children arrived at Bang-
kok Baptist Hospital in Bangkla, 
Thailand, in 1966. 

The Hood family now resides in 
Wake Forest. He is now working for 
Good Hope Hospital , Erwin. 
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Singers to perform 
The Continental Singers and 
Orchestra will present a new 
musical program titled 

"Together We Will Stand" at 
Oakdale Baptist Church on 
Thursday, July 11, at 7:30 p.m. 

This group of musicians is one 
of 18 that will perform in all 50 
states as well as 15 foreign 

countries in 1985. (Contributed photo) 
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Building Program Continues 

Oakdale Baptist Church Declicates 
New Educational Building Today 

BY VERNON SECHRIEST 
Telegram Editor 

Despite the fact that churches 
of many faiths abound in the 
area, a closer scrutiny discloses 
that there is just one church 
located on U. S. Highway 64 
from the Rocky Mount vicinity 
in Edgecombe County to Tar-
boro. That is the Oakdale 
Baptist Chui-ch, which occupies 
an impressive series of 
structures and has shown 
steady growth. 

Today Oakdale will have a 
special dedication day for its 
new educational building. 
Principa speaker for the 11 a . 
m. service will be Richard 
Smith of Raleigh, comptroller 
and business manager for the 
Baptist State Convention. 

The Rev. Gerald K. Riggs, 
pastor at Oakdale for the last 12 
years, will preside over the 
celebration, which also will 
include an open house from 3 to 
5 p. m. It will be one of the last 
large gatherings at the church 
before the pastor lepves the 
congregation to accept a new 
post. Mr. Riggs will conduct his 
last service at Oakdale on June 
26. 

The Rev. Mr. Riggs recently 
informed the congregation of 
his acceptance of a call to 
become pastor of historic 
Meherren Baptist Church at 
Murfreesboro, one of the 10 
oldest Baptist churches in North 
Carolina. 

Established in 1943 and oc-
cupying a tiny country store, 
converted into a church, Oak-
dale has shown steady growth. 
Its greatest growth, however, 
has been during the tenure of 
Mr. Riggs, who came to the 
church in 1966. 

Working according to a 
master plan which was 
developed, Oakdale spent 
$165,000 on the educational 
building, which will be 
dedicated today, purchased five 
acres of land surrounding the 
church and bought a new 

.._,pastoi:ium on Springfield 

Road-all within the last few 
years. Everything has been 
paid for, too. 

Oakdale's congregation 
stayed in that tiny frame store 
building, which is still standing 
on the property, from June 1943, 
to December 1944, when it oc-
cupied a new frame building at 
the site where the church stands 
today. That building burned in 
1953 and the first of the brick 
buildings, which today is used 
as the church sancutary, was 
constructed. 

The master building plan, 
which Mr . Riggs indicated 
might take as much as 20 to 30 
years to complete, includes a 
new sanctuary and a chapel. 

Members of the church 
building committee, who will be 

' 

in the receiving line for the 
Sunday celebration, include 
Marion Shreve, chairman, 
Richard Weaver, Teddy 
Williams, C. H. Murray, C. B. • 
Daughtridge Jr., and Tom 
Price. 

Oakdale today has 557 
members, with 297 members 
being added during the 
pastorate of Mr. Riggs. 

NEW EDUCATIONAL BUILDING - Modem church design b 
building for Oakdale Baptist Church that will be dedicated todaw 

Loud in his praise of Oakdale 
members, Pastor Riggs 
declares that the church has 
enjoyed "good, stable growth" 
under the leadership of "stable, 
high caliber" officers and 
members. Excellent leadership 
has developed at the church 
until today all departments are 
manned by highly capable men 
and women, the pastor showed. 

which includes the West 
Edgecombe community. 

The Oakdale minister was 

educated at Campbell Colleg, 
and New Orleans Bapti 
Seminary. 

When it became evident that 
the church, facing Tarboro 
Highway or U.S. 64, would need 
to expand, since a complaint 
already had been received from 
the state concerning partial 
blockage of the thoroughfare by 
the automobiles of those at-
tending church, some action 
had to be taken to relieve the 
situation, Mr. Riggs noted. 

It was then that owners of 
property adjacent to the church 
agreed to provide five ad-
ditional acres. The master, plan, 
which involves five units all 
told, emphasized frontage of the 
church buildings on Thomas 
Road instead of the busy high• 
way. 

INTERIOR ROOMS OF NEW BUO..DING -Top photo is a well• 

lighted, air conditioned room in the new educational building. 
Bottom photo shows the fully-equipped kitchen that can be used to 
prepare meals for all occasions. (Telegram photos by Killebrew) 

A native of Onslow County, 
Pastor Riggs, who is only 47, 
saw service first in the North 
Carolina mountain community 
and then at Dunn before coming 
to Oakdale. He married the . 
former Doris Threkkeld of 
Gastonia and they have four 
children, three of whom are 
grown and engaged in various 
fields in the Rocky Mount area. 
The youngest is in high school at 
West Edgecombe. 

Since Oakdale is the only 
church of any denomination on 
the Tarboro Highway between 
Rocky Mount and the 
Edgecombe County seat, 
church members come from a 
wide area, including both 
Tarboro and Rocky Mount. Of 
course, the majority comes 
from the surrounding area 

WHERE IT BEGAN - This tiny store building on Tarboro High• 
way was the beginning of Oakdale Baptist Church. Today the 
church complex ls larger and more modern, and plans for 
tomorrow will again expand the facilities. (Telegram photo by 

Killebrew) 

.. • 

FUTURE OAKDALE BAPTIST - Archlteet's rendering shows educational building being 

dedicated at right; center shows new sanctuary for the future, while the new chapel Is at left. 

(Telegram photo by Killebrew) 
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