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Oak Ridge First 
Baptist Church 
keeps growing 
• Despite its size, church has 
not lost its warmth, pastor says .. 

By Wendy Freeman Davis 
Kernersvllle e" , Lifetstyles Editor 

Ridge -.its a tist Church has come from its ,.__......,.~~-w humble beginnings man old schoolhou e in 1894 to bust-ing at the earns today from growth. On Sunday, the church will hold a groundbreaking service for a new sanctuary that should carry 11 and any additional members well into the next millenium. 
"The congregation has grown steadily over the last five or six years particularly,• said the Rev. James Webster, pastor of the Oak Ridge Church. When he first arrived in April of 1984, Webster estimated that average attendance on Sunday mornings was about 90. Today, however, the sanctuary regularly fills to capacity, seeing between 200 and 225 in mommg worship services. 

Continued To Page 3 



(church----
L 

Continued From Page 1 

According to Webster, the new 
sanctuary will be integrated into the 
present building. The church's seat-
ing capacity will increase to be-
tween 380 and 400, and much 
needed classroom space will be in-
cluded for the many ministries that 
the church now has in place and for 
those it sees as important to the fu-
ture of the church and members of 
the community. 

Other improvements that will 
come about because of the new 
sanctuary and the space it will pro-
vide will be a fellowship hall that 
seats at least 200 people, Webster 
said. Also, there will be new 
restrooms and lounges for men and 
women, a nursery, sick room, and 
new kitchen. 

Webster has found that offering 
a variety of special ministries is one 
of the best ways to get the congre-
gation and community actively in-
volved in the church. Oak Ridge 
First Baptist offers something for 
everyone from its deacon and trustee 
ministries, five music ministries that 
include a youth ensemble, male cho-
rus, senior choir, fellowship choir 
and gospel choir to a church school 
ministry, young adult fellowship 
Bible study, pastoral Bible study, a 
layman's ministry, women's auxil-
iary, usher ministry, pastor's aide 
ministry, and young people's depart-
ment. 

And with the additional class-

Triad to attend services at Oak 
Ridge First Baptist Church, Webster 
said. They come from Greensboro, 
Winston-Salem, Kernersville, High 
Point, Summerfield, Stokesdale and 
Madison. The church also has mem-
bers who have relocated in the are 
from other countries like Africa. 

Monies to build the new sanctu-
ary were raised solely through 
church members' tithing and offer-
ings, Webster said. He doesn't be-
lieve in special fundraising, but in-
stead emphasizes being obedient to 
the Lord through tithing and Sun-
day morning offerings. "The people 
are beginning to see the blessings 
of being obedient to God," Webster 
explained. 

And it is the Lord to whom 
Webster wants the praise to go. "We 
give the Lord the praise ands glory 
for all that has been done,• he said. 
"When you give Him the praise and 
glory, He continues to bless.• 

Pastor Webster, officers of the 
church, and church members invite 
anyone to visit the church, which 
has 9:45 Sunday school classes, 11 
a.m. Sunday worship services, and 
services at 7 p.m. "Our doors are 
always swinging on the hinges of 
welcome • Webster said. 

The :hurch is located about 
three-fourths of a mile past Oak 
Ridge Military Academy on Hwy. 
150. 

.. .--~-------1-". hope• "'f:°od a singles ministry r 
young Christian singles can co~e 
together in sharing their experi-
ences, a marriage ministry, and per-
haps most forward thinking, a com-
puter ministry for those who want 
to become computer literate. 

One of Webster's mottos is, • A 
church that fails to plan, plans to 
fail. " Webster hopes that with the 
plans Oak Ridge First Baptist 
Church is making, not only in its 
expansion to accommodate future 
growth, but in the ministries it of-
fers to the community, that it will 
continue to thrive for a Jong time to 
come. "We want to be equipped for 
the new year, 2000," Webster said. 

"We have to minister to today's 
needs," Webster continued. "And 
our church doors are open to ev-
eryone.• 

People travel from all over the 
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