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Claims Univorsi 'ies Taken Over by 'Infidels' 

' . ~riswel. r its Parks., 
A "perplexed" W. A. Criswell last 

week criticized recent remarks of the presi 
dent of the Foreign Mission Board and an 
Atlanta pastor on the biblical authority 
controversy and creedalism and said Bap 
tist universities are in danger of being taken 
over by "infidels." 

The pastor of First Church, Dallas, 
marking his 39th anniversary at the largest 
church in the Southern Baptist Convention, 
preached Oct. 3 on "My Traumatic 
Perplexities"-"things that plunge my soul 
into despair." 

His three-point sermon focused on 
theological, denominational and ec 
clesiological "perplexities" that concern 
him. 

THE THEOLOGICAL concern, he 
said, was Christians who say they believe in 
hell but do not wimess to others to save · 
them from it. His ecclesiological (church) 
perplexity dealt with his concern that the 
church is not "caring" enough in its 
ministry to people from all walks of 
life-especially the "flotsam and jetsam" 
of humanity. 

Though he did not call them by name, 
he was critical in his remarks on his 
denominational concerns of FMB President 
R. Keith Parks and William Self, pastor of 
Weiuca Road Church, Atlanta, for 
statements recently attributed to them in 
Baptist Press reports. 

Criswell said he was perplexed at the 
loss "to infidels" of universities founded 
by Baptists for the education of ministers 
and lay leadership. He cited Harvard, Yale, 
Columbia and Brown universities, now 
"lost to our Baptist communion." 

"THE TRAGEDY," he said, "is that 
what I see in the. North, 1 see down here 
now in the South." 

Criswell said the University of Rich 
mond in Virginia "has ceased to be a Bap 
tist school" and Wake Forest University in 
North Carolina "has dissociated itself 
from the Baptist communion and Baptist 
faith." Both are state convention institu 
tions. (Sec separate story). 

"Little by little we are beginning to lose 
our great institutions in the South in the 
same way as in the North in denial of the 
word of God," he charged, and said he had 
looked for "words against it" in Baptist 
papers. 

Instead, he said, he read statements 
about the overemphasis on biblical authori 
ty being "heresy" and hurting the Southern 
Baptist missions effort and about the con· 
vention being "stampeded into a swamp of 
creedalism." 

THOUGH he did not call them by 
name, Criswell was referring to statements 
by Parks at Glorieta Conference Center 
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(Aug. 18 Standard) and Self at Ridgecrest 
Conference Center (Aug. is Standard). 

Both men expressed concern that the 
denominational controversy over biblical 
inerrancy and control of SBC institutions 
over the past three years is hurting the mis 
sions effort. 

Parks, speaking during the Foreign Mis 
sions Conference, said, "Anytime anyone 
among us would pick any of our beliefs 
(such as) the authority of the Bible as sole 
rule for faith and practice and emphasize 
that to the point it is the only criterion that 
is chosen and nothing else matters-that is 
the only thing that makes you Christian or 
makes you Baptist-that's heresy." He ad 
ded that omitting such a belief about the Bi 
ble also is heresy. 

SELF CHARGED, in an address at the 
Woman's, Missionary Union Conference, 
"There are those within the convention 
who are trying to substitute a creed for the 

Lordship of Christ" and warned that 
creedalism would destroy the mission God 
has for Southern Baptists. 

Referring to Parks and the University of 
Richmond, Criswell said, "In the city 
where that man lives and his board is 
located, we have lost our Baptist university. 
Why doesn't he say something about that? 
Instead he hammers away at people who 
are Bible believers, inerrantists." 

Of Self, the Dallas pastor said, "Why 
doesn't he say something about the loss of 
this great university to the secularists, to the 
infidels? 

"Not a word-you'll never read a word 
about it." 

"I am perplexed," he said. "Liberals 
take over our schools and not a leader will 
ever say a word about it. But let a man 
stand up for the inspiration and infallibility 
of the Bible and inerrancy and the whole 
denominational world cuts him down. I 
don't understand it." 

statement 'Not Factual' ..::.._.:,.,._--.;;::::;....::.: 
T. Robert'Mullina , executive direc- 

tor c on Christian Higher 
· Edµ~tion in North Carolina, told the · 
$WJ,'<;/ard lllSt week W. A. Criswell was 
"nor factual" in bis assessment of Wake 
Fore8t's relationship with North 
Carolina Baptists. 
' "Bvery Wake forest trustee is· 
elected by the Baptist State Ccnventicn 
of North Carolina and continues to be 

-conventloo-approved." he said, "and 
Cooperative Program funds continue to 
flow to Wake Forest University. 

''Those two things. alone would be 
enough to say· there is a significant tie 
between the university and North 
Catolinal3aptists.' • 

The university and convention 
entered a new relationship 1n 1979, ef. 
Iective in 1980 where Cooperative Pro· 
ifam funds for Wake For~t are 
designated by the churches. The univer- 

sity previously had been receiving about 
$1 million in convention budget ap 
propriations, Mullinax said, but in 1981, 
with the new arrangement in effect, the 
church designations dropped to about 
$300,000. Mullinax said they were run· 
ning double that amount this year, 
however .. 

Julian Pentecost, editor of the 
Religious Herald in Virginia, . said the 
relationship ·of the University of Rich· 
mond with the Baptist General Associa 
tion (Convention) of Virginia was 
altered with the gift of some $50 million 
to the university from philanthropist E. 
Claiborne Robins in 1969. Prior to that 
univer ·ity trustees · 
by the Vifginia Baptist geneia] board, 
but since the Robins gift. the board 
nominates only eight of. the 40-member 
board. He said about 800 of the unlver 
sity's 3,000students are Baptist. 

Committee Affirms Free sxerctse Rights 
A reaffirmation of the free exercise of 

religion rights guaranteed by the First 
Amendment highlighted a two-day meeting 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs executive committee. 

In a unanimously adopted statement, 
the Baptist Joint Committee underscored 
its "determination to safeguard the genuine 
free exercise rights of every U.S. citizen." 

In other action the committee affirmed 
the Baptist Joint Committee's participation 
in the Brooks Hays Memorial Fund-an 

endowment sci up to honor the late Baptist 
former congressman from Arkansas. 

Committee executive director James M. 
Dunn, in his report, said the agency's 1983· 
84 priorities will include a "back-10- 
Baptist-basics" emphasis on such Baptist 
themes as soul freedom, a reinforcement of 
the Baptist Press bureau in the nation's 
capital, an expansion of a Baptist network 
of citizens concerned with public affairs 
issues and continued resistance of govern 
mental intrusion into religious affairs.(BP) 
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TOMMY PAYNE 
BOX 3381 

GREENVILLE, N. C. 27834 

HOME/OFFICE: ( 919) 756-7829 

Dr. Ralph Scales, President 
Wake Forest University 
Winston Salem, North Carolina 

Dear Ralph: 

I read the statements of Dr. Criswell. I don't agree with 
him at all. I think that you and your staff are a beautiful 
part of "The Faith." You have done such an outstanding job 
with members of my family and the people I have been a part 
of over the years that I know that God has used you to bless 
this state, our nation and His cause. 

"Keep the Faith." 

Your friend, 

~ 
To~~ 
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