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THE CHARTER. 

The Charter was obtained in the year 1833, and reads as fol· 
lows; 

I. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
the same, That William P. Biddle, John Armstrong, William 
Sanders, of the county of Craven, Isaac Beeson of Guilford, 
James Watkins of Anson, Thomas Boyd of Mecklenburg, John 
Portevant of Brunswick, Thomas Stradley of Buncomb, Hugh 
Quin of Lincoln, Alfred Dockery of Richmond, William Cren 
shaw, George W. 'I'hornpson, Allen S. Wynn, William Roles, 
Alfred Burt, John Purify of Wake, Simon J. Jeffers, Thomas 
Crocker, Allen Bowden of Franklin, James King of Person, 
John Culpepper, Sen. of Montgomery, John McDaniel, Charles 
McAlister of Cumberland, Aaron J. Spivey, Joseph B. Outlaw, 
Turner Carter of Bertie, Henry Austin of Edgecomb, Daniel 
Boon, David 'I'hompson of Johnson, Paul Phifer. of Rowan, 
Alexander Moseley of Lenoir, George M. Thompson of Pasqua· 
tank, Joseph Holsey of 'I'yrrel, Charles W. Skinner of Perquim 
ans, William Hooper of Orange, Amos J. Battle of Nash, Josiah 
1V1seman of Davidson, Stephen Graham, George W. Hufham of 
Duplin, and David S. 'Williams of Sampson, be, and they are 
hereby constituted a body corporate and politic for the purpose of 
educating youth, and no other purpose whatever, by the n~me 
and style of the "Trustees of the \Vake Forest Institute;" and 
by that name shall have a perpetual succession and a cc<nmon 
seal; and be able and capable in law to sue and be suf'.!, plead 
and be impleaded in all courts, either in law or equity, and shall 
take, demand, receive and possess all moneys, goods and chattels 
which may be given; and all donations made, s~all be applied 
according to the wish. of the donor to the pul}loses herein de 
clared ; and by purchase or otherwise to tak« hold and possess, 
to them and their successors forever, any lands sufficient for the 
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purposes of said institution, rents and tenements in special trust 
and confidence, and to apply the same, together with the profits 
arising therefrom, to the use and purpo<ie of endowing and sup· 
porting said institution; may purchase and hold for the purposes 
aforesaid, such chattels and personal property as they may deem 
necessary : Provided, the amount of real and personal estate 
held by this institution, shall not at any one time exceed fifty 
thousand dollars. 

I 
IL And be it further enacted, That in case of the death, 

resignation, refusal to act, or removal from the State of any of 
the said Trustees for the time being, then the surviving Trustees, 

~a majority being present, shall fill said vacancies. 
lII. And be it further enacted, That the said Trustees shall 

have power to appoint their own President, Secretary and Treas 
urer, and such Professors, Tutors and all other Officers in and 
over the said institution, as they shall deem qualified to dis 
charge the duties of their several departments, and may remove 
the same for misbehaviour, inability or neglect of duty; they 
shall have power to make all necessary by-laws and regula 
tions, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the 
State, for the government of the said institution; and the said 
Trustees shall hold meetings from time to time as often as neces 
sity may require, and that nine Trustees shall constitute a quo 
rum to transact all manner of business in relation to said institu 
tion. 
IV. Be it further enacted, That all the real estate belonging· 

to said Corporation, shall be subject to taxation as other real es 
tate. 

V. Be it further enacted, That the provisions of said act 
shall continue in force twenty years and no longer. 

The following amendment-was obtained in the year {838. 
Alter reciting the title of the foregoing Bill, 1t rea::ls thus: 

I. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
North Garolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, 'I '•at the before recited act shall continue and be in full 
force and L>Jeration, except so far as it may be hereby repealed, 
for the term ")f fifty years from the expiration of the present 
charter, now to'1e amended· and that the successors of the 'I'rus 
tees hereby appoi.ted, shall' continue to possess and enjoy all the 
rights and privile1N thereby granted; and that in future that 
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shall be known by the name and style of the Trustees of the 
Wake Forest College; and by that name shall have succession, 
and may take, demand, receive, possess, and enjoy all property 
or monies which may be acquired by them, by gift, devise, or 
otherwise, (provided the same shall not exceed in amount two 
hundred thousand dollars.) and shall dispose of the same in pro 
moting learning acd virtue in the establishment aforesaid, situa 
ted in Wake Forest, in the County of Wake, according to the 
will of the donor or donors thereof. 

IL Be it farther enacted, That the Faculty of said Wake 
Forest College, that is to say, the President and Professors, by 
and with the consent of the Trustees, shall have the power of 
conferring all such degrees or marks of literary distinction as 
are usually conferred in Colleges or Universities. 

Ill. Be it further enacted, That if any member of the Trus 
tees of said College shall fail to give his personal attendance at 
any of the meetings of said Board for the term of three years, 

~ the seat of said absent Trustee shall be, and it is herebyaeclared 
ro be, vacated; and the Trustees are hereby authorized to fill 
the same as is provided in the act aforesaid· and that said Trus 
tees may also remove any member of their' Board for improper 
conduct, provided that the cause thereof shall be entered on their 
journals, and that the member to be proceeded against, shall 
have three months' notice of the proceedings, and that a majority 
of two-thirds of the Trustees, then assembled, shall be necessary 
to effect such removal. 

IV. Be it further enacted, That the lands and other property 
belonging to the said Trustees, for the benefit of said College, 
shall be, and the same is hereby exempted from all kin:ls of pub 
lic taxation, provided the amount of lands so exempted shall not 
exceed, at any time, six hundred acres. 
V. Be it farther enacted, That no license to retail spirituous 

liquors at the scite, or within one mile of said College, shall be 
granted, and if granted, the same shall be void. 
VI. Be it further enacted, that no person shall set up or keep 

any billiard table, or other public table constructed or erected for 
playing games of chance, by whatever name called, and no per 
son· shall exhibit any theatrical sleight of band, or equestrian 
perfo1mance, dramatic recitations, rope or wire dancing, or natu 
ral or artificial curiosities, at the College aforesaid, or within 
one mile thereof, without the permission, in writing, of the Fa 
culty thereof; and any person or persons offending herein, or 
who shall sell, give, or convey to the students of said College, 
any intoxicating liquor at or within one mile of said. College, 
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without the special permission, in writing, of the Faculty of said 
College, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, to 
be recovered in any Court of Record, having cognizance of the 
same-one half to the use of the informer, and the other to the 
College-and any person or persons offending herein, shall also 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction in the County 
or Superior Court of Wake County, shall be fined at the discre 
tion of the Court. 

VII. And be it further enacted, That this act shall he in 
force from and after the ratification thereof. 



TIIE LA '1VS. 

OF ADMISSION. 

1. In the Institution there shall be two departments, the Col 
leziate andAcademical, 
02. In the Colleziate Department there shall be four Classes 

viz: the Senior, Junior, Sophomore, and Freshman Classes. ' 
3. No individual shall be admitted a member of the Freshman 

Class, unless he bring satisfactory evidence of good moral cha 
racter, and be thoroughly acquainted with those studies usually 
required for admission into other colleges. To enter a higher 
Class, he must, in addition, be thoroughly versed in all the pre 
ceding studies of the Class into which he wishes to be admitted. 

4. To enter the Academical department, no qualifications are 
necessary but good moral character and ability to prosecute the 
studies of that department. 

5. On admission, each student shall pay to the Treasurer the 
expenses of tuition, &c. ; and if he board in Commons, he shall 
pay to the Steward. the bill for board. 

6. No deduction from the bill to the Institution shall be made 
on account of absence. 

7. No student shall be charged for board in Commons after he 
has been regularly dismissed from the Institution. 

COURSE OF STUDIES. 

l. The Freshman Class shall pursue the study of the Latin 
and Greek languages, and the Elements of Geometry and Alge· 
bra. 
2. The Sophomore Class shall pursue the study of the An· 

cient Languages, Trigonometry and its application to Mensura 
tion of Heights and Distances, Surveying, Levelling and Navi 
gation, Civil Enginceriug, Logic and Rhetoric. 

S. 'I'hc Junior class shall continue the study of Lalin and 
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Greek, Analytical Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Elements of 
Criticism, Natural Theology, and Moral Philosophy. 

4. The Senior Class shall pursue the Learned Languages, 
Astronomy, Political Economy, Chemistry, Geology, Vegeta 
ble and Animal Physiology, Intellectual Philosophy, Evidences 
of Christianity, American Constitution, Hebrew or French. 

5. Composition and Declamation shall be attended to by all the 
Classes in both Departments. 
6, The Faculty may vary the order of the above studies, and 

select such text books as the good of the Institution shall require; 
but a change of this kind shall be reported at the next meeting of 
the Corporation for their concurrence. 

7. The studies of the Academical department will be regulated 
by the Faculty, who will consult the ability and circumstances of 
the student, and the wishes of parents and guardians. 

OF THE FACULTY. 

1. The executive authority of the Institurion shall be vested in 
the President, Professors and Tutors, who shall be styled the Fa 
culty. 
2. The Faculty are invested with a discretionary parental autho 

rity, and as many misdemeanors may occur against which no spe 
cial provision is made by law, they are authorized to adopt and en 
force such measures as may appear reasonable and necessary; al 
ways treating the students with mildness and decision, and govern 
ing them by applying the more honorable and generous motives to 
good conduct, and never resorting to higher censure until such mo 
tives ~ave proved ineffectual; but when they fail, the following, 
among other punishments, may be inflicted; private reproof, public 
admonition, putting on probation with notice that a more severe 
punishment will follow another offence, suspension, dismission 
and expuls10n. 
3. The President is to direct and govern according to law all 

matters relating to the Insrnution ; to call at his pleasure meetings of 
the Faculty ; and with the Secretary and Treasurer, to procure 
such extra assistance in instruction as the immediate welfare of 
the Institution may require. 

4. The other officers shall, under the President, take care 
of the Institution, and have authority to punish students by private 
reproof and public admonition. 

5. During term time the Faculty will be present at all public and 
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devotional exercises, occupy rooms in the College building during 
study hours, and devote themselves oxclusively to the instrucnon 
and discipline of the Institution. 
6. The Fac.ulty will hold meetings at such times as may be t 

deemed expedient, and all matters referred by law to them, may 
be determined by the majority of the members present at such 
meetings, of which the President shall always be one, and shall 
concur in such determination. 

EXERCISES OF THE INSTITUTION. 

1. The right of every individual to enjoy without molestation 
his religious opinion, is fully allowed in the Institution; yet, as the 
observance of the Sabbath is a moral duty, every student is re 
quired to attend religious worship morning and evening, unless 
excused by the President. - 

2. The officers and students shall attend morning and evening 
prayers in the chapel. , 

3. The students are required to be constantly in their rooms, 
and diligently to pursue their studies, except in hours allowed for 
recreatwn. 

4. To assist students and to prompt them to diligence in their 
studies, the officers shall frequently visit their rooms, and are re 
quired to do so at all times they may deem it expedient. 

5. The President shall direct at what time the bell shall be rung 
for attendance on the exercises of the Institution. 

SCHOLAUSHIP AND EXAMINATIONS. 

1. Each officer shall notice every instance of absence or deficien 
cy from the exercises, and every violation oi the laws which shall 
come under his observation, and report the same at every mo<ting of 
the Faculty-a record of which shall be kept, which ~ball form 
the basis on which an estimate of eharacter shall be made at the 
close of each session. 
2. Each officer shall observe the relative proficiency and standing 

of every student he may instruct, aud report th<! same at the meet 
mgs of the Faculty, a record of which shall oe kept by the P.resi 
dent, which shall form the basis of an estirnate of scholarship. 

3. There shall be two public examina1ions in every year, one at 
the close of every session, at which the Trustees of the Institution 



10 

will attend, and literary gentlemen in general shall be invited. 
These examinations shall be conducted in a manner so thorough 
and exact as to exhibit to those in attendance the evidence of the 
diligence and attainment of each student. The President will also 
present the record oi the character and scholarship of every stu 
dent. 

( 

4. At the regular meetings of the Trustees, an Examining Com 
mittee shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to attend the ex 
amination of the several classes, observe the advances made by the 
students, the modes of teaching in the several departments, and in 

., general whatever may be favourable or otherwise to the interest of 
the Institution, and report the same to the Board. Should there be 
any failure in the appointment of this committee, or any failure in 
their attendance, the Faculty are hereby authorized to supply such 
failure. 
N. B. A copy of the record exhibiting the delinquencies, scho 

larship and attendance of every student, will be transmitted to 
those parents or guardians who may desire it. 

ROOMS. 

.. 1: 'I'he President shall assign rooms to the students, and no one 
shall change his room without special permission. 

3. The rooms and furniture are to be kept clean and in order, 
and if any student shall be grossly negligent in this respect, his 
rcom shall be cleaned ant! the expense charged in his term bill. 

4. If any student room alone he shall be charged four dollars ex- 
tra expense a session. , 
5. 'I'he occupant of every room shall be answerabl~ for all dam 

ages done to it during his term of occupancy. 
6. "When 11 student leaves the Institution at the close of the ses 

sion, he shall deposit his key with the President, with a label desig 
nating the name of the owner and the number of the room. 

MISDEMEANORS. 

I. No student shall leave the premises without permission of the 
President. 

2. No student without permission, shall be absent from his room 
after evening bell for ~tudy hours. 

3. No student shall play at cards or anv other unlawful game; 
associate with persons of known bad character; entertain company 
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in his room; or bring either wine or any sprr ituous liquors upon 
the premises; or visit places where the same are kept for sale. 
4. During study hours no student shall make any unnecessary 

noise in or about his room, or at any time split wood in any room 
or entry of the building, or injure or deface any property of the In 
stitution. 

5. No student. shall keep any weapon of defence, any fire-arms, 
or any gunpowder, or use the same upon the premises. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. The annual commencement shall be held on the third Thurs 
day in June. 

2. There are two sessions a year, the first begins the first Monday 
of August, and ends the third Thursday of December ; and the 
second session begins the second Monday of January, and ends the 
third Thursday in June. 

3. The Steward will furnish three good meals of victuals every 
day, at such hours as the President shall appoint, and at their meals 
the students are required to behave towards each other, with all the 
decorum and respect observed in well bred society. 

4. If any damage be done to the buildings or other property be 
longing to the Institution, and the author be discovered, it shall be 
immediately repaired and the cost charged to him; but if the author 
be not discovered, the cost shall be divided amongst the students 
then members of the Institution. 

5. Any student who may betray a degree of depravity in his dis 
position and habits, that shall be judged dangerous to his associates, 
may immediately be sent from the Institution. 

6. The students shall have the use of the Library without any 
charge, being held responsible only for damage done the books. 
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BOARD OF TRUS'I1EES. 

Rev. THOllIA.S MEUEDITH, A. M., P1·esldeut. 

Rev. JoHN ARMSTRONG, A. M. 

JAMES WATKINS, Esq., 

Hon, ALFRED DocKEUY, 

WILLIAM CRENSHAW, Esq., 

Rev. ALLEN. S. WYNDI, 

Rev. JoHN PURIFY, 

Rev. THOMAS CROCKER, 

JosEPH B. OuTLAw, M. D., 

HENRY AusT1N, Esq., 
Col. ALEXANDER MosELEY, 

DAVID THOMPSON, Esq., 

Rev. GEORGE W. HuFHAM, 

CHARLES W. SKINNER, Esq., 
Rev. AMos J. BATTLE, 

Rev. DAVID S. WILLIAMS, 

Rev. GEORGE M. THOMPSON, 

Rev. SAMUEL WA1T, A. M., 
JosEPH HALSEY, Esq., 

DAVID Jos'rrcs, Esq., 
Rev. W1LLU.M H. JORDAN, 

R. T. SANDERS, Esq., 
A. H. DAv1s, Esq., 

Jons Fcosnsn, Esq., 
PETER P. LAwR~NcE, Esq., 
THOMAS B. BARNETT, Esq., 

J. C. MooRE, M. n., 
SA11rnt:L J. "\V11EEL1m, M. n., 
WILLIAM M. CnENSHAW1 M. D., 

GEoHGE W. TnoMrsoN, Esq., 
Fosrcn FoR'r, Esq. 

WILLIAM BOLES, A .M. Scc'v, 

JOHN B, "\VHITE, Esq., TREASU!!EH. 



MEMBERS OF THE -FACULTY. 

Rev. S A MU E L WA I T, A. M., 
President, and Professor of Moral and Iniellectuai Philosophy 

JOHN B. WHITE, A. M., 
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

Rev. DANIEL F. RICHARSON, A. M., 
Professor of Ancient Languages. 

STEPHEN MORSE, A. M. 
Adjunct Professor of Ancient Languages, and Principal of 

the Academical Department. 

GEORGE W. THOMPSON, 
Tutor in tl~e Academical Department. 

Prof. ARMSTRONG, now in Europe, is still a member of the Facul 
ty. Owing to his absence, however, it was necessary to fill his chair 
with another instructor. 



GENERAL REMARKS. 

The Wake Forest Institute was incorporated in the winter of 
1833, and went into regular operation in February of the following 
vear. It has now been in successful operation five years. Its pa 
tronage has been considerable, perhaps g; eater than its most san 
guine friends at first anticipated. The average number of students 
for a year from its commencement has been eighty-nine. 

The object of its founders was to establish an institution that 
should give to those who availed themselves of its advantages, such 
an €ducat10n, both physical, intellectual and moral, as would be 
best subservient to the formation of character, anti to a preparation 
for honor, usefulness and happiness, To accomplish this nothing 
is more obvious than that suitable accommodations for students 
must be furnished, a judicious course of studies be adopted, and 
such teachers employed as are worthy of public confidence, and 
competent to discharge their duties with ability and success. How 
far the Trustees have succeeded, a candid public is invited to ex 
amine and judge. 
Buildings. Suitable buildings for the permanent accommoila 

tion of the Institution have been erected. A large and commo 
dious brick edifice is now finished, which affords every accommo 
dation desirable for students. It is 132 feet in length, 60 feet in 
width, four stories high, and contains a spacious chapel, a philoso 
phical room, n library room, two halls for the societies, and forty 
eight rooms for students. Besides this there is another building 
containing a hall for the Academical department and dining hall. 
There are two houses also for the accommodation of Officers. The 
location of these buildings is high and healthy, about sixteen miles 
north of Raleigh, and immediately upon the Gaston and Raleigh 
rail-road. 

Co11,rse of studies.-0[ this an estimate may be formed by re 
ference to the different departments in the institution. These are 
the Collegiate and Academical, which latter is again divided into 
the Classical aud English. In adopting the present arrangement, 
the Trustees could be safely s:uided only by consulting the wishes 
of the patrons of the institution and the known wants of the com 
munity, and by these they have as far a-; practicable been govern- 
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€d. In marking out ,1 course of studies for the English department, 
they have adopted, as a fundamental principle, that every student 
shall be taught in those branches which shall bear most directly 
and immediately upon his anticipated situation and business in 
after life. It is important, therefore, when a pupil enters this de 
partment, that his parent or guardian should inform the Faculty 
the time he will probably he continued at the institution, and the 
occupation he in after life is designed to follow. In absence of 
such information the pupils will be thoroughly instructed in the 
elements of an English education, and in such higher branches as 
their age and circumstances will allow. 
In the classical department the studies are arranged for preparing 

students for College. Officers will always be present with the stu 
dents during study hours in the above departments. 
'!'he arrangement of the studies in the Collegiate department 

will be seen on page 7,and nothing further need here be added. It 
mav, however, be remarked, that the Trustees have placed in the 
course of studies Civil Engineering, a study of too much import 
ance to be omitted in a system of education, though not usually 
required in other Colleges. 
Instruction. The instruction adopted at this Institution, as far 

as the nature of the subjects will allow, is Analytical. It is design 
ed to lead students to think and act for themselves, to give them 
the power of learning, the skill in acting, as it is this that prepares 
them for any station or any pursuit to which they may be called, 
rather than the kind or amount of knowledge that may be acquired. 
The object is to lead students to appropriate the instruction they 
receive, by the action of their own minds, and to prepare them to 
attain by their own efforts, that variety of information which they 
may hereafter need, but which they may now be incapable of re 
ceiving. In a word, it is to give the power and habit of self edu 
cation, as it is this alone that will make man an independent 
agent, or that will prepare him for those new situations and duties 
in life, which human sagacity cannot foresee, or for which human 
wisdom cannot provide • 

.. 



EXPENSES. 

ESGLISH I)EPARTMENT, 

Tuition per year, - 
Room-rent, 
Bed and Bedding, • 
Wood, 
Servant's hire, 
Deposits for repairs, 

$25 00 
2 00 
4 00 
2 00 
2 00 
2 00 

Board and washing $8 per month, 10 months, 
37 00 
80 00 

$117 00 

CLASSICAL IIEPARTMENT. 

The same as above, except tuition, which 
will be, - - - - - - 35 00 

Making whole amount, $127 00 

COLLEGIATE IIEPARTMENT. 

As above, except tuition, which will be 

Making whole amount, 

45 00 

$137 00 
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