
In preparation for leaving Raleigh for the ten-week
study tour of Europe and the Scandinavian countries, the
following letter was sent to some of our neighbors:

1014 Smithfield Street
Raleigh, North Carolina
June 24, 1949

Dear ---:
I am sending you an itinerary of our European study

tour of an interracial group of sixteen, sponsored by the
SCL, whose object is:

"Peaceful human relations based on an economy de-
si~ed on democratic control, harmonious functioning, and
universal efficiency. We believe that present world tensions
are largely symptomatic of economic maladjustment; that
no race or nation is inherently more malicious than another;
that we should study the foundations of peace where honor-
able peace has been most successfully practiced; that
Sweden, particularly, provides a rich laboratory for such
s~dy as regards to both domestic and international rela-
tions; that the Southeast needs leaders of vision who have
seen what cooperative and other constructive forces can
do, and have done." .

We invite you to meet ten of the group on my lawn
between seven and eight o'clock on June 30, 1949. The
group will leave the next morning, July 1, 1949.

Most sincerely yours,
C. E. CHEEK AND FAMlloY

The above letter was sent to the following neighbors:
Dr." and Mrs." Robert P. Daniels, Dr. and Mrs. N. H.

Harris, Prof. Foster P. Payne, all of Shaw University; Prof.
and..Mrs." D. M. Jarnagin, Reverend and Mrs. J. H. Clanton,
Dr. and Mrs." O. S. Bullock, Prof." and Mrs. D. A. Thomas,
Mr." and Mrs. A. E. Brown, Prof. and Mrs. John R. Larkins,

• Indicates the individual has expired or passed on.
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NR. Loughborough, Leih., England. Mrs. McCoffery says
her daughter has one American friend already.

S~nce I have not heard from you since I left, it would
be mce if a letter from you were waiting me at our next
headquarters when we arrive. Much love,

Dad

Co-op College
Stanford Hall
Loughborough, England

D
July 21, 1949

ear CharlesI have been enjoying this week because for the most part
~e have been on our own-to take in as many of the lectures
In th~ managers' course as we choose. After two weeks of
org~ruzed going, I felt the need of typing many of my ex-
penenees together in constructive placing for the co-opera-
tive movement at home.

This afternoon at 5: 15 it came to me clearly that we can
change the whole economic structure for the constructive
welfare of Warren County, through organized co-operat~on
on the economic level. I am therefore writing the followmg
~eaders of religious and civic organizations for their interest
In the setting up of necessary machinery on my return to the
States: Mrs. Viola Walker, Mrs. C. S. Evans, Reverend
James Burchette, Mr. Earlie Crossin, Mr. J. H. Wilson, Mrs.
Mary Wortham, Reverend Paul Davis, Mr. Carter James
Jones, Mr. George Somerville, Mrs. Elvira Watson, Mr.
Emanuel Davis. The letter can be referred to in my files.

Today at eleven o'clock we heard a special lecture which
~as specially arranged for us on the development of social-
~edmedicine in Great Britain. Here everybody gets needed
edical and dental care at the expense of the government.

The doctors are all paid by the government. This is what
we ~eed in America. However, every individual can have
a pnvate doctor at will.
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Tonight ha been a big night. The various groups were
a ked. to participate in. a i?int program. The pr?~am ;:
held m the theatre which IS attached to our building.

DAmerican group appeared first. I did two pieces from un-
bar. They ay it was best on program-(smile). The gr~ups
from 'olway and Sweden were good, also the group om
the British Isles.
I knO\ you are doing well in school. Love to alI.

Dad

Co-op College
Stanford Hall
Loughborough, England
July 22, 1949

Dear Alvin, . d
. Tod y at eleven o'clock we heard the story of ~e b~ d-
mg of Stanford Hall, and how the college is now mamtam~ .

Stanford Hall was built in 1740-1744on a 25OO-acreSIte.
Alter th ~ t World War, it was bought by Julian Con:d
onlv four In the family. At the close of the second Wor
War, tanford Hall including 300 acres of the land, was
bo~ght by the Co-dp Society (C.W.S.) as the new site f~~
their college which was located at Manchester, but was 10
through the German blitz. It takes $500,000 to run the col-
lege a year. It takes a staff of eight men to look after th~
g rd n-omamental and utility gardens. It takes a staff 0
thre men to keep up the grounds etc The school has a
faculty of fifteen men. Of course th:re are other workers for
preparing meals and the teas etc. and those who keep the
bUilding clean, and the man~ger ~f the theater and his sta1I
and the officestaff.

This afternoon we took a trip by special chartered bus
t~ ~1'aldon,.Essex, to visit an agricultural Co-operati~n. We
VI It~d their headquarters, their drying plant for gram,. egg
gradmg place, and also a farm. It was most inspirational
from an agricultural point of view. These farmers are so
strongly organized that they actually fix the prices of all of
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leave this ancient island and the hospitable Swedes tomor-
row evening.

Best wishes to everybody and oceans of love to you all.
Dad

(Sent to eight Warren County families)
Visby, Sweden
August 29

Dear Friends,
Though I am a long way from home, my birthplace, I

am nevertheless living in spirit. A group of sixteen of. us
Americans are here studying the co-operative way of life.
It is really informational, inspirational and uplifting.
Through the study here I see clearly what is needed at
home to help our people, and to lift both white and black
out of the stale state of fear. The answer is co-operation on
the economic level.

If you are interested, when I return I will be happy to
come to the county and help set in motion the necessary
machinery to lift all toward a higher standard of democracy
and economic security.

May we have your prayers in gUiding us in this forward
Christian adventure, which will mean more than words can
express to the future prosperity of our beloved country?

Love and best wishes to everybody.

Sincerely yours,
G. E. Cheek

P.S.-I plan to return during the latter half of September.
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WARREN COUNTY HAS AN ILLUSTRIOUS
HISTORY

I The first 250 years (1620-1865) she boasted of
an agrarian aristocracy. She was able to buy
the pick of the slave market from Richmond,
Virginia, to the Rio Grande River, on the
Texas-Mexico border.

II Fifty years of Reconstruction after the abolitio?
of slavery (1865-1900); unbelievable to this
generation.

III The last fifty years ( 1900-1950) have seen the
Negro lifting himself by his own bootstraps.
(a) Building and operating a private school-

Shiloh Institute.
(b) 1922: a county-wide campaign to help build

the first public high school for Negroes-
$1,500 laid on the table equals $15,000 now.

(c) 1929-1930: Negroes paid their proportional
part of taxes, and at the same time reached
down into their jeans, and during a two-and-
a-hill-year period, put a fleet of thirte~n
school buses On the road to take their chll-
dren to one or the other of the two Negro
high schools-at a total cost of $13,500-
while the white children were being trans-
ported by the taxpayer's dollar.

(d) 1934: Negroes put $7,500 into the building
of the Library and Community Center
building.

( e ) 1966: The Educational Council of the Memo-
rial Forest brought to Warren County-
through in-service training and new jobs-
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upwards of a quarter of a million dollars.
The economic warmness was felt by every
facet of Warren County.

(f) 1967: A disastrous fire destroyed upward of
a quarter of a million dollars' worth of valu-
able property, including the town's water
tank.

BY UNITED EFFORTS
PEOPLE CAN ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING.

DEVELOPING SIX "BETTERS"

Better Farms
Better Homes
Better Schools
Better School Attendance
Better Churches
Better Living Generally
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A NOBLE IDEA

A noble idea, like a tree with sound roots, will start
growing again after it has been cut down.

INSTEAD OF

Instead of cursing the darkness, why not light a cand~e?
Instead of wishing it would stop raining, why not raise an
umbrella or build a shelter? h

Instead of shivering in the cold, why not strike a matc
and warm the air around you?

Instead of hurting your face by frowning, why not change
your inward atmosphere to a smile?

1965
Within the last thirty-three years, our county has gonfthrough a co~plete revolution. Therefore, the program 0e

the Commumty Center and Library needs a complet
change to meet the needs of the new day. ,

The Opportunity is Ours-to build the best children s
library of any of Our counties in this State of North Caro-
lina-a county-wide Head Start Child Development Center.

The auditorium of the Community Center is not needed
now for the public, as it was thirty years ago. It could now
be turned into a Child Development Head Start Center-
with the cooperation of the county, the state, and the federal
government. Are you interested?

74


