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Inside church 
Dee Jordan, Geoffrey Massey (partially 

hidden) and Kenneth Massey look through the 
wreckage , of the Popular Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church five miles southwest of Faison 
Thursday morning. The roof of the church was 
demolished by a tornado. (Staff photo by J.im Meachen) 
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Poplar Grove rebuilds 
tornado-razed sanctuary 

On March 31, Poplar Grove 
BaptJSt Cllurch observed a special 
dedication service, celebrating the 
completion of their new sanctuary. 

The tormer church building was 
destroyed a year ago when the 
tornado of March 28, 1984, ripped 
through the rural community five 
miles southeast of Faison. 

During the dedication service, the 
Rev. Gerald Garris, pastor, 
recounted the events of the stocm, 
which struck just moments after 
prayer meeting and choir practice 
had been dismissed. 

Several members on their way 
home were swept off the road in 
their cars. Many homes were turned 
to kindling. Some were completely 
swept away. 

The church top and steeple have 
never been found, and the walls 
were buckled so severely that the 
bwldmg had to be bulldozed and 
started anew from the ground up. 
One member, Nida Miller, died from 
injuries sustained in the storm, and 
others were hospitalized. 

On the Sunday morning following 
the tornado, with the community 
still m shock and chaos, Poplar 
Grove Baptist Church met in a 
community building. At the close of 
the worship service, all members 
1omed hands in prayer and com-
mittal to rebuild. 

The dedication had begun. 
For almost a year, all services 

were held in a metal store building 
owned by one of the members, 
located at Giddensville, two miles 
from the church site. 

"The dedication culminates 
today," the Rev. Garris stated at the 
service on Palm Sunday, "with the 
assembly of wood, nails, brick and 
people; with Jesus Christ as the 
cornerstone; to form the framework 
ot citizenship iri the household of 
God." 

As on that first Sunday after the 
storm, all present Joined hands as 
the prayer of dedication was voiced. 

Prior to the dedication prayer, 
tnbute was given to over two dozen 
churches and over 50 individuals 
from all over the country who made 
hnancial contributions totaling 
$20,000 to the building program. 

All ol these people, along with the 
untiring and unselfish work and 
financial support of the members, 
made possible the completion of the 
new building, which is totally debt-
tree. 

The 8 aptist State Convention 
contnbuted $20,000. Members gave 
over $12,000. The insurance on the 
old building paid $79,000. 

The dedication service was 
tollowed by an old-fashioned "dinner 
on the grounds," with ap-
proxunately 200 participating in the 
fellowship and dedicatioo. 

Special guests came from eight 
other churches in the area, including 
two former pastors, the Rev. Eddie 
Wetherington and the Rev. Bob 
Phipps; the association mission 

Poplar Grove Baptist Church, one year after the tornado of 

March, 1984. 

director, the Rev. Ciyde Davis; and 
the Rev. Bob Wachs, a represen-

tative from the Baptist stat 
newspaper, The Biblical Record e er . 
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Storm-hit Po_?lar Grove proves 

church is more than building 
nearby. Grover Miller said 
they saw big blue balls of 
fire and the car just lifted 
up and threw around four 

Formf>r I>H:;tor Andy Wood surt•f>ys thf> clam.age 

don,• trh,•n torn11clo<•s strurk Po1>l11r Grove 

Rn,,ti. t Chur,·h W"dnesd.ay night. 

Photo by Claire Brisson 

By CLAIRE BRISSON 
Lifestyle Editor 

The membership of 
Poplar Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church has learned 
first hand that a church is a 
body of believers and not a 
building made with hands 

Wednesday night's killer 
tornadoes, cutting through 
Sampson County like giant 
weedeaters shredding 
trees, houses, barns and 
machinery along the way 
destroyed the brick Popla; 
G~ve church building only 
minutes after worshippers 

left . a mid-week prayer 
service. 

Former pastor Andy 
Wood, who hurried to assist 
when notified of the 
destruction by members at 
Poplar Grove, said, "The 
~ast carload of people had 
Just started the car in front 
of the church when the 
tornado hit. Another family 
got down the road a little 
further, toward the in-
tersection where Mr 
<Russell) Palmer's hous~ 
stood. A lady in one of the 
cars was cut by some flying 

Michelle Peterson and Juanita Peterson serve 

soup and sandwiches at Piney Grove Fire 

Station. 

bUt none of them 
glass, •ned II 

were kl · · · ed 
Church members Join 

members of the 
other •ty 
P 1ar Grove commum 
. op scue and salvage 
1n re . · ht 
~ations during the rug 
after the storm. . o le 

"'l'he community P 
ed together'" said a 

PUH woman of the 
Young . Mary King, 
comun1ty, da g1tter of poplar Grove 

hu h members Mr. and 
c urc · "A lot Mrs Norwood Km~-
of ~ople are still in s_hock 
- reality hasn't set m -
but everyone her~ has 
pulled together like a 
fail" .. 

: King was dr1v1ng 
ho:e along NC 403 
WednesdaY at about 6:22 
P when the storm 
~~ht up with her from 

. oot seemed to leap 
over her car. 't 

"It w dark I couidn asso t 
see, and I planned to stoP a 
my ~usin's house," _she 
recollnted and it is obv1~s 
the Ille , diStresses her. 
"A n-e:}!:?'across the r~ad 
in front of me. It 3ust 
mi~ Then a man in 
a pie1tu;e_:_ Terry Kig~, 
wltO was out looking for ms 
wife - helped me. 

'''lben I saw rnY relat~ves 
crsWling 0 ut of a diteh 

-
Mary King holds a n11n1el>late h , . h ,rom er gran-

M,•n of the rhurrh repair and salvage on the church site. The workers are 

Wilbn;t Mas1,ey, former pastor Jr/ood, and Jimmy J,;rdan, inside. 

dmothers portrait, whit h""IY . h h h ernt ec urc. 
Only the l t was fo namep a e "11.d, not the por-
trait. 

or five times. 
"My mother said she 

prayed for me while I was 
driving home, and she 
thinks the Lord threw the 
tree down to stop me from 
driving on into the tornado 
at the intersection by the 
church, where s~. much 
damage was done. 

When the wounded and 
homeless were taken care 
of and a few hours of . rest 
w~re stolen from the rugri, 
the membership of Pop ar 

Baptist Church 
Grovtede a clean-up force. 
star . h om· 

women m t e c 
·t opened up a soup 

mum Y · Grove 
kitchen at the pmey d 
Fire Station. Soup, san -

iches and coffee were 
:vaiJabl_~ r~r ~T~yo;:a~t;: 
wants i ' h was man-
peterson, w O • 
ni g the kitchen with her 
d:ughter, Michelle, 
'lbursday afternoon. 

poplar Grove deacon 
Wilbert Massey said that 
men of the church had been 
working since early hours 
to remove the furnishings 
from the demolished 
church building and store 
them down the road in an 
empty store building 

As Massey described the 
events of the tragedy, Doug 
Blackman and Jimmy 
Jordan were boarding up 
windows again.st the wind 
and rain, and removing air 
conditioning window units 
from an educational wing 
of the church still standing. 

Those on the site 
Thursday afternoon were 
only a few who had assisted 
church and community 
during the horrible events 
d. the night before. Others 
had worked as well. 

"We have stored our 
furnishings until we decide 
what to do about the 
church," said deacon 
Massey. "We may use 
King's Methodist Church, 
down the road from Poplar 
Grove. It's unused now." 

But the church will 
continue to be a church, 
regardless of which 
building the membership 
U5es for a meeting place, 
and iit is probable that the 
church will be stronger for 
the shared experiences on 
the fateful evening of 
March 29, 1984. 
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Church 
Briefs 

REVIVAL SERVICES will begin in the Goohe 
Pentecostal Holiness Church Sunday at 11 a.m. Sunda n 
ev~ning serv_ices beg!" at 7 p.m. On Monday throuJ; 
Friday, services begin at 7:30 p.m. Guest speaker i 
Vera Griffin of Goldsboro . The public is invited t~ 
attend. 

REVIVAL SERVICES will be conducted at Mill 
Creek Baptist Church March 18-23. Services will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. each evening. The Rev. David Rutland 
pastor of the Suggs Grove Baptist Church of Fayet'. 
teville, will be the guest speaker. Special music and 
activities are planned for the whole family. The publi 

REVIVAL WILL BEGIN at Poplar Grove Baptist 
Church, Route 1, Faison, March 17-21 with nightly 
services at 7:30 p.m . The guest speaker will be the Rev. 
Ray Smith. 

is invited t.o attend. c 

UNION GROVE MISSIONARY Baptist Chruch, 
Route 4, Clinton, will have a fried chicken or pastry 
supper Saturday from 5 to 9 p.m. in the church 
fellowship hall. Proceeds will go into the Thomas Hairr 
heart fund . 

THE LISBON STREET Baptist Church adult chorus 
will celebr_ate its l_lth anniversary ~unday at 3 :30 P-rn. 
Dr. B.L. Rich, choir and congregation from Friendship 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville, will be guests. The Rev 
H.R. Cogdell, pastor, invites the public to attend. · 

CHRISTIAN SINGLES will meet Saturday night a t 
Lakewood Plaza on N.C. 24 between Clint.on and 
Roseboro. All singles are invited t.o come and enjoy a 
good fellowship, with special singing and good clean 
Christian fun . The meeting begins at 7 p.m., followed 
by a seafood meal. For more information , call 533-3336, 

MORNING STAR UNITED Holy Church, McKoy St 
Clinton, will observe Family Day Sunday. Bible Scho~i 
begins at 9:45 a .m. Morning worship begins at 11 a.rn 
with Elder Lloyd Butler Jr ., past.or, in charge. Musi~ 
will be by the junior choir . Dinner will be served. At 3 
p.m., the guest speaker will be Elder L.D. Melvin of 
Clint.on. St. Luke Church of Christ, Mount Olive. The 

THE REV. SHIRLEY STAF-
FORD will preach a t F ai th 
Deliverance Center, downtown ---l""""......,. 
Clinton, Sunday at both the 11 a.m. 
and the 7 p.m. services . 

A MUSICAL PROGRAM will be 
held at the Mount Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church, Dunn, Sunday at 3 
p.m. Appearing will be The 
Quadularies of Fayetteville, The 
Sensational Gospel Singers of 
Clinton, Running Branch youth 
choir, Clinton, and others . Everyone 
is invited to this program, sponsored 
by Sister Willie Strickland. 

SPRING REVIVAL will begin at 
St. Paul's Church of Christ, Ointon, 
Monday night and continue through 
Friday night at 7:30 each evening. 
Guest speaker will be the Rev. 
Leslie Morrisey. Different choirs 
will sing each night. The pastor, the 
Rev. Otis Simmons, invites the 
public. 

OLIVET INSTITUTIONAL 
Baptist Church will have Sunday 
school Sunday beginning at 9: 45 
a.m., followed by worship service. 
The guest speaker will be the Rev. 
Willie Bowden. Prayer meeting and 
Bible study will be held Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. 

THE MESSENGERS OF the Lord 
of Clinton will appear at the Brun-
swick Community Church, 
Whiteville, in a gospel sing Satur-
day beginning at 7:30 p.m. Everyone 
is invited to attend. For directioos, 
contact Teresa Alcorta at 564--4973. 

Dr. W. Burkette Raper 

DR W. BURKETTE RAPER will 
conduct a Mount Olive College Day 
Service Sunday at Robert's Grove 
Free Will Baptist Church. Dr. 
Raper, president of the college, will 
teach the combined adult Sunday 
school classes at 10 a .m. and bring 
the message at the 11 a .m . worship 
service. The Rev. Leonard Woodall 
Jr. is pastor at Robert's Grove. 

THE YOUTH CHOIR of First 
Baptist O!urch, 900 College St., will 
celebrate its anniversary Sunday at 
3:30 p.m ." Alma Kea directs the 
choir. Visiting choirs will include 
Roseville Baptist youth choir, Holly 
Grove adult choir, Six Runs youth 
choir and Brown's Chapel youth 
choir. Visiting artist Dwight Collins 
will perform "The freatioo . The 
public is invited to att 

public is invited. 

BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH, Route 1, Turkey, will 
have revival servi~es starting Sunday night and 
continuing each evening through Thursday at 7: 30 p.m. 
The Rev. Mack Musselwhite, pastor of Turkey Baptist 
Church, 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST Church will 
welcome the Rev . Clyde Dunn as guest minister 
sundaY. Dunn is the associate director of the Con-
ference Staff in Raleigh. 

----
CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST Church, 

Harrells, is sponsoring a chicken and pastry supper 
saturday from 4:30 p.m. until... 

COOPER'S CHAPEL UNITED Holy Church, Route 
6 Clinton, will observe the 25th choir anniversary 
s~ndaY at 2 p.m. Different choirs and soloists will 

· perform. The public is invited to attend. 

UNION GROVE BAPTIST Church, Route 1, 
saiemburg, will hold revival services March 18-22 at 8 
p.m. nightly. The Rev. Roger White will be the guest 
speaker. 

THE LISBON STREET adult chorus will observe its 
11th anniversarr Sunday at3:30p.m. at the church. Dr. 
B.L. Rich, choir and congregation from Friendship 

THE S.Hll'S0" l"DEl'E"DE"T Friday . '\larch 15, 1985-7 

Baptist Church, Fayetteville, will be the guests . The _/ 
public is welcome. 

CLINTON CHURCH OF GOD, Overland Road, will 
have revival services March 20-24. Evangelist Joe 
Phillips will bring the message. The pastor, Bill 
Braswell, invites the public . 

SMITH CHAPEL A.M.E.Z. Church, Parkersburg, 
will have a spring song festival Sunday at 3 p.m. The 
Rev. Foster R. Izi , past.or, invites the public . 

WEST CLINTON FREE Will Baptist Church will 
have a gospel song service Sunday night at 7 _p.m., 
featuring the Dixie Travelers and The Sound of Victory 
from Smithfield. 

THE YOUTH OF Owen Grove Church will hold a 
benefit dinner and supper for the R.H. Wise family on 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the church . Bar-
becue pork plates will be sold. 

THE ANDREWS CHAPEL Baptists Church usher 
b03rd will have its anniversary the third Sunday af-
ternoon at 3 p.m. The Rev . Carroll Midgette of Burgaw 
will be the speaker. Everyone is invited. 

THE ANNUAL FAMILY sing will be at Mingle Hill 
DiSciples Church, Salemburg, Sun~ay afternoo~ at 3 
p.!TI. The Rev . B.C. Crumpler, inVItes the public . 
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The new sanctuary at Poplar 
Grove Baptist Church rises 
from the foundation of the 
former structure that was 
gutted when the destructive 
March 27 tornadoes ripped 
through Sampson County. 
Jerry Daniels, Eulan Sin-
clair and Burris Godwin 
work here on the new con-

ruction. 
pleted around Christmas. 

{Photo. by Clo\re 9flH01"1) 

Poplar Grove rebuilds 
tornado-struck sanctuary 

By CLAIRE BRISSON 
Ufestyle Editor 

The land around Poplar Grove 
Baptist Church still bears the scars 
of the March Tl tocnado that 
terrified area residents and left a 
formidible reminder that nature is 
not always benign. 

Now, however, a summer's 
growth of green has softened the 
twisted, st<rm-bowed tree trunks, a 
new sanctuary is rising over the 
foundatioos of the old, and the spirit 
of the Poplar Grove Baptist Church 
congregation has undergone 
renewal as well. 

"Throughout the whole ordeal, the 
Spirit of the Lord prevailed," said 
the Rev. Gerald Garrus, past<r. 
"We have seen a renewal of spirit in 
everyone in the church. We lost a lot, 
but we ' ve gained in strength, 
fellowship and in friends from all 
over the country. 

"People from all over the United 
States have given to us from their 

ts, through prayers and 

The old sanctuary, as it looked on the morning after the tor-
nado. 

money," Garrus said. "We have 
received over $15,000. Everyone who 
heard about it responded in a very 
Olristian way. 

"Mount Vernon Baptist Church, a 
small church down the road from us, 
gave us $5,000. Another church in 

Michigan that heard about the 
tornado on the national news gave us 
$1,000." 

Since the killer tornado ripped 
through the Poplar Grove area just 
after prayer meeting that March 
night, the church has been meeting 

in a store building belonging to one 
of the members, Nocwood Kina:. 

A Clinton contractor began con-
struction on the new sanctuary 
around the first of August. Barring 
unforeseen delays, the sanctuary 
will be ready for congregational use 
around Olristmas. 

Among the many heartwarming 
acts ci support and love experienced 
by the Poplar Grove Church family 
is one done by a young people's 
group from Evergreen Baptist 
Olurch near Apex. 

"Their young people had had a 
money-raising event for a big party 
or outing of some kind, 11 Garrus 
said. " When they heard about us, 
they gave the whole amount of $300 
to our church. 

"They all got into their activity 
bus and came to the st<re building 
where we have been meeting and 
participated in our church's worship 
service there. 

"The contributions we have had 
are from the hearts of people. 11 
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