The Library in the Classroom
Library Exhibits Merge Two Entities

Abstract
As a librarian at the Z. Smith Reynolds Library at Wake Forest University, I look for opportunities
to collaborate with faculty to develp innovative approaches to teaching. I also strive to get our
students to really use our library resources and facilities. For a number of years, I’ve collaborated
with several Wake Forest faculty to assist students in exhibit design and installation in the library
exhibit spaces. Until these student exhibits began, library exhibits were designed by the library
staff. With this innovation, the students have a stake in the result and their library. The exhibit
design process involves meeting each class as a group and individually to facilitate the process.
Pre-design meetings with students emphasize best practices, utilyzing library resources and
fabrication. The idea of producing an exhibit in lieu of a ten-page paper is novel-as are the
individual exhibits that result. Students tend to become more involved personally in these projects
and retain more of the knowledge gained as a result. As the librarian responsible for exhibits, I am
always astounded at the innovative ways students tell their stories.

1. Initial Meeting
Exhibit worksheets are handed out to the class and
instructions about the scope of the project are described.
Demonstrations of various exhibit production techniques
are shown to the class.

2. Exhibit Planning
& Brainstorming
Groups of students meet and select a topic for their exhibit.
The topic is then approved by the instructor. Each group next
meets with the librarian to draft a concept for their exhibit,
including a focal point (a large photograph, drawing, object or
model) to make the exhibit more interesting.

4. Installation
Exhibit cases are cleaned and lined with background paper.
Individual exhibit elements are then installed in the exhibit case.

5. Presentations
Each group of students gives a short presentation
on their exhibit, the topic and how they did their research.

6. exhibit blog
A description of each exhibit with photographs
is written for the library exhibit blog:
http://blog.zsr.wfu.edu/exhibits/

3. Exhibit production
Each group of students work together to produce all exhibit elements:
headings, text summary and labels, a focal point, images, and
library resources.

benefits
Students have a way of presenting research visually
Students have better information retention
Use of the library resources on multiple levels
Students overcome library phobia and become
comfortable in the library setting
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Students become more involved in their research
project
Faculty have a creative method for students
to demonstrate their knowledge and research

