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Watson, Sir William, Kt., er. 1917; poet; ~on. LL.D. Aberdeen, 1904; 

b. Burley-in-Wharfedale, Yorkshire, 2 Aug. 1858; of Yorkshire ancestry 

on both sides; his father became a merchant in Liverpool; m. 1909, 

Adeline Maureen Pring of Hawth, Dublin; t¥JO d , Publications: The 

Prince's Quest, 1880; Epigrams of Art, Life, and Nature, 1884; Words- 

worth's Grave, 1890; Lacrimae Musarum, 1892; Lyric Love, 1892; The 

Eloping Angels, 1893; Excursions in Criticism, 1893; Odes, and other 

Poems, 1894; The F'ather of the Forest, 1895; The Purple East, 1896; 

The Year of Shame, 1896; The Hope of the World, 1897; Collected Poems, 

1898; Ode on the Coronation of King Edward VII, 1902; For England, 1903; 

Collected Poems, 2 vols., 1906; New Poems, 1909; Sable and Purple, 1910; 

The Heralds of the Dawn, 1912; The Muse in Exile, 1913; Pencraft: a 

Plea for the Older Ways, 1916; Betrogression, 1916; The Man Vlho Saw, 

1917; The Superhuman Antagonists, 1919. Address: G. I., The Albany, q. 
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SIR VlILLIAM WATSON 

ril'here is, however, no lack of fire or fervour in the poetry of William 
Watson (b. 18.58). He started and has continued as a Wordsworthian and 
has some of the defects as well as many of the merits of his master. 
But he has shown an austerity of self cri ti'cism that was not character 
istic of Wordsworth, and as a result the printed bulk of his verse is 
notably slight for one who has devoted himself exclusively to poetry. 
A penetrating observer of nature, his descriptive verse is always fresh 
and compelling in its truthfulness, his mastery of the sonnet form is 
complete, and he has written odes of grave beauty and serene simplicity 
witness Sable and Purple-which .should have marked him out as one who 
might have restored the poet laureate's office to the dignity it has 
lacked since Tennyson's day; but an unfortunate tendency to leap hot 
blooded into the political arena and throw off some ephemeral lines full 
of the passion of the moment may explain why a safe but uninspired prac 
titioner was selected for the bays. Sir William Watson-he was knighted 
in 1917-is certainly one of our chief poe~s of these later times: he 
was, in a sense, the poetic herald of that very remarkable literary re 
vival which we now identify with the 'nineties of last century; and he 
has not failed of the high promise of~Wordsworth's Grave with which his 
career began in 1890; for it might be siad of him as he has so well said 
of an .American poet, that he still sings 

•••••• with note sincere 
And English pure as English air hath heard. 
And so, though all the fops of style misuse 
Our great brave language-tricking out with 

beads 
This noble vesture that no frippery needs- 
Help still to save, while Time around him strews 
Old shards of empire, and much dust of creeds, 
The honour and the glory of the Muse.u 
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"Watson, Sir William (1858-), an English poet, born at Burley-in-vVharfedale, 
Yorkshire. His Epigrams of-Art, Life, and Nature (1884) was his first book 
to attract attention. During the following year he published in the National 
Review a series of sonnets entitled Ver Tenebrosum, in which he attacked the 
British policy in Egypt. In 1913, after the death of Alfred Austin, it was 
thought by many that Watson would be appointed poet laureate; instead Robert 
Bridges received the honor. His sonnets _in the Purple East contain some of 
his best work. He was knighted in 1917 • .Among his later books are: Lyric 
Love {1892); The Eloping Angels t1893); Excursions in Criticism (1893}.;0des 
and Other Poems (1894); The Father of the Forest (1895); The Purple East (1896); 
The Hope of the Worid (1897); Sable and Purple (1910);·The Heralds of the Dawn 
(1912); The Muse in Exile (1913); Retrogression (1916); Ireland Unfreed (1922); 
Poems.Br-Lef and New (192.5)." 



(Sir William Watson) 

Who's Who 
1920 

~(London) 
Page 269; 

Watsonp Sir William, Kt., or. 1917; poet; Hon. LL.D. Aberdeen, 1904; b. Burley-in~ 
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came a merchant in Liverpool; m. 19091 Adeline Maureen Pring of Hawth, Dublin; two d. 

Publications: The Prince's Quest, 1880; Epigrams of Art, Life, and Nature, 1884; Words 

worth's Grave, 1890; Lacrima~ Muse.rum, 1892; Lyric Love, 1892; The Eloping Angels, 189.3; 
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1895; The Purple East, 1896; The Year of Shame, 1896; The Hope of the World, 1897; Collected 
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SIR LLIAM '.ATSON 

"Watson, Sir William (18.58.-.), an Engli.sh poet,~ born at Burley-in-Wharfedale, Yorkshireo 
His Epigr~s of Art, Life, and Nature (1884) was his first book to attract attention. 
Du.ring the following year he published in t~e National Review a series of sonnets 
entitled Ver Tenebrosum, in which he attacked the British policy in Egypt$ In 1913, 
after the death of Alfred Austin, it was thought by many that Watson would b~ appointed 
poet laureate; instead Robert Bridges received the honor. His .sonnets in the Purple 
East contain some of hit? best work. He was knighted in 1917. Among his later books 
aret Lyric Love (1892); The Eloping Angels (1893); Excursions in Criticism (1893); Odes 
and.Other Poems (1894); The Father of the Fo~est (1895); The Purple East (1896); The Hope 
of t~e World (1897}; Sable and Purple (1910); The~Heralds of the Dawn (1912); The Muse in 
Exile (191)}; Retrogression (1916); Ireland_Unfreed (1922); ~oems Brief' and New (1925)0 
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11There is, however, no lack of fire or fervour in the poetry of William Watson 
(b. 1858). He started and has eontinued as a Wordsworthian and has some of the 
~efeots as well as many of the merits of his master. But he has shown an authority 
of self criticism that was not charaoteristie of Wordsworth, and as a result the 
printed bulk of his verse is notably slight for one who has devoted himself 
exclusively to poetry. A penetrating observer of .nature, his descriptive verse is 
always fresh and compell~ng in its truthfulness, his mastery of the sonnet fonn 
is complete, and he has written odes of grave beauty and serene simplicity~-witness 
Sable and Purple--which should have marked him out as one who might have restored 
the poet l~ureate' s off'i ce to the dignity it has lacked since Tennyson's day; 
but an unfortunate tendency to leap hot-blooded into the policieal7areaa and 
throw off some ephemeral lines full of the passion of the moment may explain why 
a safe but uninspired practitioner was selected for the bayso Sir William Watson 
he was knighted in 1917-is certainly one of our chief poets of these later times: 
he was, in a sense, the poetic herald of that very remarkable literary revival 
which we now identify with the 'nineties of last century; and he has not failed 
of the high promise of Wordsworth's Grave with which his career began in 1890; 
for it might be said of .him as he "has so well said of an American poet, that 
he still sings 

• e ••••• with note sincere 
And English pure as English air hath heard~ 
And so, though all the fops of style misuse 
Our great brave langua.ge~tri a king out with 

beads 
This noble vesture that no frippery needs~ 
aelp still to sava, while Time around him strews 
Old shards of empire, and much dust of creeds, 
'fhe honour and the glory of the Muse." 
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Sir William Watson, whose stately verse--written in the "best traditioa"•-has a 

decided charm, was one of the poets who used to come and see uso Like many other 

literary men of note, he had always the air of a provincial. The Londoner, the 

public school boy, the Oxford or Cambridge graduate, all have a modest effrontery 

quite their own; you cannot copy it without becoming absurdo I think a man born 

and educated in the provinces gains much more by quietly remaining himself. Sir 

William was the most amiable of poets though there was a legend that he forgot most 

of his invitations and appointments. Yet he was always one of the "lions" at those 

celebrated Fridays given by Millicent, Duchess of Sutherland, at Stafford House. Sir 

William Watson was a great admirer of the beauty and intelligenee of his hostess. I 

often think she was at her best when entertaining the wits, poets and journalists 

at Stafford House, and was the only Englishwoman of the last century who was bold 

enough to hold a "salon" o "Bottle-parties" and buffoonery seem to have taken the 

place of these cenaeles in our modern world. One of my inextinguishable memories 

is of her standing, in all her grace and beauty, on the great staircase at Stafford 

Bouse, talking and joking with Mr. Arthur Balf'ouro 
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sm WILLIAM WATSON 

Much about the same time as I finished the final revision and definitive edition 

of The Human Tragedy Messrs. Macmillan issued my volume entitled Eng1ish Lyrics, edited 

by Mr. William Watson. It has always been a source of much pleasure to me to remember 
~ . ~- ,. 

that that delightful poet first became known to the public by his fastidiously fini hed 

poem, ordsworth's Grave, published in the National Review, after I had shown the 

manuscript of it to Mr. Courthope, still my co-editor, and who was as much struck by 

it as I waso 

So highly did I think of it that I wrote a letter to a prominent living English 
.. 

critic of Poetry, requesting him to show it to the eminent Poet who was an intimate 

friend of his, and with whom he lived. To my astonishment, neither of them shared my 

admiration; but I fancy their judgment was in some degree warped by a circumstance I 

had at first not noticed, that a stanza in Wordsworth's Grave might be interpreted b7 

them as adverse to a style and school of Poetry that enjoyed their preference. But the 

public who read verse are not influenced, unless it be for a time by any such bias; and 

the author of Wordsworth's Grave was, by no means slowly, recognized as a supreme master 

of the poetic crafto He followed it up by a series of prose criticisms that showed hi 

to be as excellent a writer of prose as of verseo 
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{Extract From a Letter Written 
in 1892 by Lord Tennyson to 
Sir William.Watson) 

r 

SIR WILLIAM ~TSON 

"I thank you once more for your· fine lines, tho' they somewhat 

abash me, as overpraiaeo 

"If by 'wintry hair' you allude to a tree whose leaves are halt 

gone, you are right, but if you mean •white' you are wrong, for I 

never had a gray hair on my head." 

ot he 1 1 hioh my fath r t thi y r (1891) 

tot 1111 or rth's Grav pl e 
h • 

arringtor, o. 20th. l 91 

tan.le you; fo~ to ev ry morning, or all u 

rni , in print or in of pot 

t l h at f'ul. 

Tenny n. 
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TO LORD TENNYSON 
(With. ~ Volume o+ Verse) 

Master and mage, our prince of song, whom Time, 

In this your autumn mellow and serene, 

Crowns ever with fresh laurels, nor less green 

Than garlands dewy from your verdurous prime; 

Heir of the riches of the whole world's rhyme, 

Dow'r'd with the Doric grace, the Mantuan mien, 

With Arno's depth and Avon's golden sheen; 

Singer to whom the singing ages climb, 

Convergent;--if' the youngest of the choir 

May snatch a flying splendour from your name 

Making his page illustrious, and aspire 

For one rich moment your regard to claim, 

Suffer him at your teat to lay his lyre 

And touch the skirts and :fringes of your fame. 
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~"if] ROM its inception The American Legion has 

~ pledged itself to promote peace and good will 

on earth. As we look upon a world of strife about 

us, we renew that pledge. . . . We believe that a 

strong man, well armed, keepeth the peace, and for 

that reason we pledge anew the strength of the Legion 

to maintain the national defense of our country. 

NATIONAL COMMANDER, THE AMERICAN LEGION 



20 th ANNIVERSARY 
PROGRAM· 1919-1939 

NATIONAL DEFENSE: Regular Army of 15,000 
officers and 180,000 men with appropriate provision for 
financing and manning all elements of the National 
Defense in the War Department to the end that the 
peace of America shall be insured. 

A Navy second to none, supported by a Merchant 
Marine Auxiliary sufficient to meet the needs of the fleet. 

A Military Aviation program designed to provide 
8,000 serviceable planes for the U. S. Army. 
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: In no event shall the 
widows and orphans of World War veterans be without 
government protection. 
CHILD WELFARE: Urging adoption of a uniform 
definition of the term "Crippled Child" to provide that 
all handicapped children shall receive the benefits of 
child welfare legislation and thus insure the accomplish 
ment of The American Legion's goal of a "Square Deal 
for Every Child." 
AMERICANISM: Maintained as a major program. 
Continued opposition to all alien influences which would 
tend to destroy our American processes of democratic 
thought and action. 

Co-operation with the National Education Association 
to insure "Better Americans Through Better Schools." 
Restriction of immigration to spread employment op 

portunities for Americans. Tightening of naturalization 
laws to provide authority for deportation of those who 
fail to avail themselves of the privilege of citizenship. 

Continued enthusiastic support for the youth activities 
program including Boys' State, Boy Scouts of America, 
and Junior Baseball. 
REHABILITATION: Continuation on its present 
high standard of the rehabilitation service of The Ameri 
can Legion. 
Reaffirmation of American Legion policy that the Vet 

erans Administration shall be continued as an indepen 
dent agency for the administration of veterans' legislation. 

Continued support for the program of adequate care 
and hospitalization for disabled World War veterans as 
a sacred duty of the Federal Government. 
EMPLOYMENT: Employment for veterans, and ex 
tension of veterans' preference legislation, to remain as a 
major program of The American Legion for 1939, urging 
all private and public agencies to concentrate on the 
problem of relieving the unemployment problems for 
those in the age group of 40 and over. 
FREE SPEECH: Reaffirmation of our faith in the duly 
constituted authorities as protectors of the right of free 
speech-a sacred privilege of a free people. 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE: Reaffirmation of the tra 
ditional policy of The American Legion asking that the 
Congress adopt a legislative program embracing the 
principle of equal service for all, special profits for none 
in time of war. 
PEACE: Reaffirmation of American Legion policy ad 
vocating a strict neutrality and adherence to the Monroe 
Doctrine as a policy of peace for America. 


