
HOW CAN VTE KNOW THE WILL OF GOD? 

ROMANS 12:1-2 

Man's noblest passion is to know the will of God. As Dante 

says: "In His will is our peace." How then can we know the 

will of God? Six down-to-earth suggestions come to us from 

Jesus himself who learned by experience what is the good and 

perfect will of God. 

First, Jesus had faith in God. To him God was not a theory 

to be discussed, but a Father whose will is to be known and obeyed. 

Jesus realized that it is men's faith that saves them. Without 

faith it is impossible to know the will of God. Faith is the 

stuff of which our hopes are made. It is the convictions we have 

concerning the things we cannot see and handle. If, therefore, 

you do not believe that life consists of more than the things 

you can see with your eyes and feel with your hands, and prove 

by arithmetic, you are in poor condition to know the will of 

God. The man or woman, boy or girl, who yearns to know the will 

of God must believe that there is a God and that He can and will 

and does communicate His divine wisdom to His children. "He 

that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that He is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.n 

Second, Jesus used common sense. The wisdom of Jesus was 

not far-fetched. It was in the profoundly simple terms of common 

sense. Jesus talked to common people about things anyone can 

understand. He knew that a house built on sand cannot stand, 

that a builder should first count the cost, and that a human 
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life is vastly more valuable than an ox or Sabbath day observance. 

The interpretations men of Jesus' day placed upon the Scriptures 

could not withstand the common sense tests that Jesus applied. 

Sane judgment is consistent with the will of God. Therefore, 

Jesus insisted that men allow the will of God to be manifested 

through the lawful working of their own minds. He said: "He 

that hath ears, let him hear!" We have ears! Let us use them! 

Many of the little trivialties that we mistake for great problems 

fade into nothing when we use common sense. We worry ourselves 

into early graves over things that good plain horse sense and 

a healthy sense of humor will solve. Reason teaches us that 

we cannot get something for nothing. Stable intelligence reveals 

that God does not reward laziness, stupidity, and littleness 

with prosperity, brilliant minds, and greatness of character. 

Common sense teaches that to carry a grudge is to cut off one's 

nose to spite his face. "'Whatsoever a man sowe th , that shall 

he also reap" is so plain that it does not need a theologian 

to interpret it. 

'I1hird, Jesus devoted himself to honest work. lie worked 

hard during the thirty silent years, as well as during his active 

ministry. tle did not sit for thirty years and dream about the 

time when he would be the master teacher and physician of Israel. 

He followed the trade of a carpenter, desus dignified labor and 

revealed the Father as a worker of the vineyard. He sai·d: 

"My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." The monks of Cluny 

spoke aright in their conviction that "to labor is to pray.n 

Honest labor, then, is a holy exercise, and the will of God 

----------------------------- 
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becomes clearest to him who labors. My own conscience nor my 

knowledge of human nature will not allow me to believe that 

God reveals himself to a lazy man. Jesus chose busy men for 

his disciples. Through the ages the world's greatest Christians 

have been those who worked with devotion and diligence. Fisher 

men, tax-gatherers, tent-makers, sellers of purple, house-wives, 

cobblers, mill-hands, farmers, physicians, and scholars have 

followed Jesus the Master Worker. Therefore, in our search for 

the vlill of God, it is, as Thomas Carlyle has said: "The first 

of all problems for a man to find out wha t kind of work he is 

to do." And it is not for us to sit idly and dream about that 

which lies in the dim future, but to do that which lies clearly 

at hand. Hard work and plenty of it will solve many pains and 

complaints of people who have time to think only of themselves, 

criticize others, and make excuses for their laziness. 

Fourth, Jesus not only learned the will of God through the 

use of common sense and through his devotion to honest work, 

but did so by searching for the truth. He sought for the truth 

anywhere it could be found and promptly submitted hiMself to 

the truth. Jesus said that he came to bear witness of the truth. 

He clearly taught that the word of God is truth and that the 

word had been made flesh in him. How, then, can we know the 

truth? First, by daring to ask what Christ himself would think 

or do in the specific circumstances in which ~e find ourselves. 

But to answer such a question honestly we must develop a personal 

knowledge of Christ himself. The person who restricts himself 

to hearsay ABOUT the Christ will never know the truth that makes 
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him free. The opinions of men do not make us free. Too often 

they enslave us with prejudice. John Locke exclaimed: ~r think 

we may as well hope to see with other men's eyes as to know with 

other men's understandings.n But even the will to learn the 

truth for ourselves is not enough. We are doomed to failure if 

we hope to learn more of the truth without first having fashioned 

our lives after the truth that we already know. Some one has 

said: "It is not the Scriptures that I don't understand that 

bothers me. It is the ones that are so clear that I can't mis 

understand them.n Only the person who is reverently dedicated 

to the doing of the truth ever really knows. Jesus taught that 

before a man can actually know the truth, he must submit himself 

in advance to its demands. He closely related the knowing and 

the doing of the will of God. He said: "If ye abide in my word ••• 

ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

nrr any man willeth to do the will of God, He shall know ••• n 

John later said: ttHe that doeth righteousness is righteous." 

Then if a man is to know the truth, he must, as Immanuel Kant 

says, desire to let ever action be such as could be accepted 

as a universal standard for all men. Paul approached the good 

and perfect will of God when he said: ttThe things that you have 

seen and heard in me, do ••. e 

Fifth, Jesus knew the will of God by 

loving men because they were men. He did not love them because 

they were J'ews , nor because they loved him, nor because they 

had done him a favor. He did not minister to them because he 

felt it merely his duty to do so. He loved them and ministered 
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to them because they were men. I hardly think the Good Samaritan 

bound the wounds of the stricken man in order that he himself 

might inherit eternal life. I doubt that his right hand knew 

what his left hand was doing. The Samaritan merely saw a man 

and helped him. It was the natural desire of his heart. When 

we have such a natural urge to help people, it is God that works 

in u 3 both to will and to do His own good pleasure. A practical 

good-will for all men is the natural overflow of the will of 

God in our lives. The man that says he knows the will of Gc:d 

and harbors in his heart a grievance against his brother, or 

has failed to attempt to reconcile himself to a brother who has 

a grievance against him is a blasphemer against the name of God. 

"If a man says he loves God and hates his brother ••• for how can 

he love God whom he has not seen when he does not love his brother 

whom he has seen?" A great many of us would learn by experience 

what is the good and perfect will of God if we would act upon 

this within this week. If we love men spontaneously, compassion 

ately, and intelligently, as Jesus loved them, we have attained 

unto a great portion of the will of God. 

Finally, Jesus never compromised his faith in the truth and 

righteousness of God. Jesus lived intelligently, he worked hon 

estly, he sought the truth fearlessly and he loved all men re 

gardless of race, creed, andpossession. But he lived in a world 

of ignorance, slothfulness, falsehood, and hatred. That world 

crucified him. As He prayed in Gethsemane that night, his noblest 

passion was that the will of God might be done in his life. 

He had such a complete faith in God that nothing could make him 
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quake with cowardice. He could have condemned the blood-thirsty 

mob for their lack of common sense, but he prayed, "Father, 

Forgive them for they know not what they do." He could have 

denied that he was the Son of God, that he had a work to do 

on earth, but he told Pilate: "To this end have I been born, 

and for this cause came I into the world." He could have. betrayed 

the truth that he had proclaimed to men, but he said: that he 

had come to bear witness of the truth. He could have forsaken 

the countless generations he had come to save, but he refused 

to compromise. So they crucified him. Jesus manifested the 

perfect will of God through his perfect wisdom or comm.on-sense, 

through his absolute devotion to his life's purpose, through 

His perfect understanding of the truth, and through his complete 

faith in God. Jesus is the will of God made plain to men. 

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest'heed ••• how shall 

we es cape if we neglect so great a sal VR_ tion?" 


