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L. R. Williams speaks in highest praise of Beaver whom 

he knew rather \veU for some fifteen years. He is sure 
that Beaver preached at many points which proved to be 
missions later dey eloped into churches. He describes him 
as a man of deep Biblical convictions and one courageous 
in the preaching of these convictions. 

DAVID PALMER BROOKS 

Palmer Brooks is one of the ministers who went out 
from our ch urch , but who vas ordained by another church. 
Other people e t at Broo ' s represents them in the min
istry and rightly so. Surely no one had more right to 
this pride than the late Reverend Mr. John Suttle who 
baptized him. Our claim lies in the period when his mem
bership was in Maiden First, and when in 1933 or 1934 
he was licensed by our church to preach. When Palmer 
was in the ninth grade his parents moved into the Star
town section and he joined our church and was a member 
until his second year in college. 

David Palmer Brooks was born in Cleveland county, 
February 15, 1915. He was impressed to preach, he says, 
when he was seven or eight years old and made his an
nouncement to this effect shortly before we gave him li
cense to prove his mettle, or better, his call. He wa~ or
dained while he was a student in the seminary at Louis
ville, Kentucky, by the Boiling Springs Baptist church of 
our state with the pastor, J. L. Jenkins presiding, assisted 
by three ministers, John W. Suttle, W. W. Davidson, a.nd 
John M. Walker, the date being September 3, 1939. 

His first two years of college work were done at Gard
ner-Webb college, 1933 - 1935, and after a forced lay-out 
he completed his college work at Wake Forest college in 
1939 taking the B. A. degree. The next three years were 
spent at Louisville in Southern Baptist Theological Semin
ary where he graduated in 1942 taking the Th. M. degree. 

Concerning his drop-out and his struggle for an edu
cation, Brooks has given the following account on our in

103 



I 

sistent request. "I started to college in 1933, right in the 
bottom of the depression. My father took care of my ex
penses, along with my work, for tile first two years. Then, 
by necessity, he put me largely on my own. I received 
some help from the Double Springs church loan fund (a 
loan), a scholarship fund in Lawndale, borrowed money, 
earned what I could, worked, and finally got through. 
developed sinus trouble in 1936, my senior year, and was 
forced to drop out of school. In 1937 I had an operation 
for the sinuses, for they had not improved." In spite of 
this and related set-backs Brooks graduated in 1939 with 
a cum laude diploma. Since finishing his work at the 
seminary, he has had six weeks in Pastoral care at Baptist 
Hospital, Winston-Salem, N. C., and has had several other 
short advance courses of other types. 

His first work after graduating from the seminary was 
the pastorate of Salem church in the Chowan association. 
In 1948 he was employed by the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention as associate to L. L. Morgan, secretary of the 
Sunday school department of the state. He worked in this 
office for twelve years, going in 1960 to the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention to become editor 
of the Young People's Lesson Courses. Then in 1961 he 
was advanced to the place he now holds where he is writer 
of Adult Sunday school lessons and procedures. 

When he first felt that God wanted all his life in com
plete service to Kingdom causes, being a child, he did not 
know there were any other avenues of service for a min
ister than to be a pa or. Of co r e the years v a ed 
other Godly ministries, and Palmer Brooks began to re
alize that he had qualifications for some of these less com
mon ministries. His first venture away from the pastor
ate, but never entirely from the pulpit, was in the associa
tional work where he served pastors and many churches in 
a personal ministry, and where he served the entire as
sociation in coordinated activities. 

He led his first Sunday school enlargement campaign 
in the Chowan, at the request of L. L. Morgan, and soon 
he was helping is such campaigns in other parts of the 
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srate. As associational missionary he was giving his re
port to the annual meeting of the Chowan association one 
year, and L. L. Morgan was present and heard him project
ing plans for the new year. These plans included strong 
emphases on Sunday school and the training of workers. 
This may have been the final observation that led Morgan 
to select Brooks for his associate. In this position he was 
in a favorable spot to be observed and his works were so 
impressive that he eventually was asked to serve on the 
Sunday School Board. He has always enjoyed his work 
and now he is still happy in a ministry that touches millions 
of Baptists, w He at the same t ime he finds great pleasure 
in supplying pulpits all over the land, a work his child
hood dreams fixed permanently in his future. 

Mrs. Brooks was Fan Bast, Route 1, Newton. They 
were married May 25, 1943, and to this union four children 
have been born: Susan Elaine, December 27, 1944; 
Rebekah Eloise, September 2, 1946; Jane Gaye, July 15, 
1952; and Polly Karen, December 23- 1957. 

RAY VON CALDWELL 

Ray Von Caldwell hails from the Balls Creek section, 
the son of L. Ray Caldwell and Lilliard Hovis Caldwell, 
born July 24, 1931, and baptized into the Mount Ruhama 
church in August of 1949. He had been carried on the 
church roll for some time on a previous baptism but on a 
profession with which he was not satisfied. 

Beyond Balls Creek schooling he went two years each 
to Mars Hill and Lenoir-Rhyne colleges taking his B. A. 
degree from Lenoir-Rhyne in 1953. In 1959 he took his 
M. 	Ed. from the University of North Carolina. 

On finishing Lenoir-Rhyne he was employed by Rock 
Springs high school, Denver, N. C., where he taught less 
than a year, being drafted into the U. S. Army. He spent 
two years in the service, all at Fort Gordon, Georgia, where 
he served all this time as postal clerk in a regular post 
office, holding 	the grade of corporal. 

After selling insurance for some two years he was em
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