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His heart-attack death 
hits university, city hard 

Skip Prosser came to coach 
basketball at Wake Forest be-
cause it was in a conference, 
and an area of the country, with 
a deep passion for the game. 

'As a coach, you want to be 
someplace where they care; 
Prosser said in 200 I. 

In his six years at Wake For-
est, people from the school and 
the area also came to care about 
Prosser. 

That was painfully obvious 
yesterday when Prosser col-
lapsed and died of what Dr. Wil-
liam Applegate, the dean of the 
Wake Forest University School 
of Medicine, said was probably 
a massive heart attack. Prosser 
was 56. 

News of his death rocked the 
community, the ACC and all of 
college basketball. 

Prosser completed his regu-
lar jog yesterday at Kentner Sta-
dium and then returned 10 his 
office next door in the Manches-

There's mol!._ 
• ~. ~Is fDllnffl: 

Local sports fans remember 
Skip Prosser, A&. 

• Aaoae ~ peers: Fellow 
coaches react to the news, 
C1 

• TIiey kNw bl• wlltt1: 
Reactions from NBA player~ 
whO played college ball for 
Prosser. C1 

• DI 1111 Wei: See photos 
from Prosser's Wake Forest ca-
reer at www journalnow.com. 

ter Athletic Center about I 2:40 
p.m. Mike Muse, the Deacons' 
director of basketball operations, 
found Prosser unconscious in 
his office about 12:45 and tried 
to revive him with CPR. 

The attempts of Muse and 
Dr. Cecil Price from the Student 
Health Services - which in-
cluded the use of a defibrillator 

See PROSSER, Pac• A6 

News of Prosser's death 
stirs memories of his life 

S easons always 
end. 

Seasons sel-
dom end on 
I 0-foot ladders 

cutting down nets or on 
makeshift stages hug-
ging trophies. 

images included those 
somber moments in 
distant cities at the end 
of Wake Forest basket-
ball seasons. 

Seasons usually end 
in concrete hallways and Lenox 

Rawlings dank basements and 
steamy locker rooms. 
Seasons usually end with show-
ers dripping and tears dropping 
and someone moaning in the 
next room, overwhelmed by 
,swift finality. 

obody wanted to 
win more than Skip 
Prosser, and nobody 
took the last Joss harder. 
His sparse public words 
completed, the private 
Prosser would sit in an 

As news of Skip Prosser's 
death spread on a summer af. 
temoon, the montage of mental 

unfamiliar NCAA locker room 
and stare at the Door, his shoul-
ders sagging and his hand reacl. -
ing out to touch his son Seo• . 
The silence spoke for him, un-
interrupted. 

Stt RAWUIIGS, Pap A6 
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Residents shocked, sad about ~r's death 
It's a loss to WFU and 
the city, mayor says 

The mayor and Skip Prosser served 
soup together about six weeks ago at 
a fundraiser for Second Harvest Food 
Bank. 

just had a passion for the game and for 
Wake Forest." 

Haithcock said she has been attend-
ing basketball games regularly for about 
the past l O years. 

students planned to "roll the quad' -
string toilet paper on trees- in Prosser's 
ho not 

Prosser would join students in rolling 
the quad before games. 

He said he was in disbelief yesterday 
that Prosser had died. 

"I just talked to him last week and he 
had all this good news about recruits, 
and he was excited about this year. and 
it's just kind of hard to believe; Cook 
said. 

By Patridl .......... Del -- "We were just talking about the team. 
He was heavily involved in recruiting." 
Joines said. Fans of Skip Prosser reacted yester-

day with sadness to the death of a man 
they said was not only a great ambassa-
dor for Wake Forest University but also 
for the city. 

"This is a very significant loss to 
Wake Forest and to Winston-Salem; 
Maror Allen Joines said. 

"He really expressed appreciation to 
me for the community's support of the 
team. 

"He tried to bring the city and the 
university together." 

"I wanted to show my support 
to his family and the Wake Forest 
community; she said. 

Standing in line at Pig Pickins' res-
taurant across the street from Joel Coli-
seum, Bo Carlton was shocked to hear 
that Prosser had died. 

"Skip would always say before a big 
game, 'See you on the quad at mid-
night,'" Carter said. 

Prosser and assistant coaches ate 
lunch fairly regularly at Teddy G's Grille, 
a Greek restaurant on Robinhood Road. 
Prosser was always jovial, owner Ted 
Tsiolkas said. 

'He's such a high-integrity, profes-
sional, classy, great teacher and coach. 
And a wonderful ambassador for Wake 
Forest." 

Skip brought so much excitement 
and energy to our city. He made Joel 
Coliseum one of the loudest arenas in 
the conference." 

The Wake Forest campus was largely 
quiet yesterday, but a few people on 
campus talked about Prosser. 

Debbie Haithcock of Clemmons 
drove from her home to Bridger Field 
House and arrived at 7 p.m., even 
though the university had not yet set 
the time of a press conference. 

"Sure it's a shock." said Carlton, who 
is from Winston-Salem. "He just had 
those recruits commit to him and he 
was getting it back going again." 

Carlton, 53, said he sees six or seven 
games a year in person. 

Tsiolkas said he has thought about 
getting a WFU basketball poster co dis-
play and have Prosser sign it. 

•1 never did and I feel so bad; he 
said. 'I looked forward to seeing him.' 

Cook agreed with Joines that the 
atmosphere Prosser helped create was 
unheard of before his arrival. 

"He was a great promoter and he 
understood what it took to win,' he 
said. 

Prosser was also lcnown for his efforts 
in promoting charitable organizations 
such as the Forsyth Humane Society, in 
which he was joined by his wife, Nancy 
Prosser, Joines said. 

"! wanted to be here to hear the news 
for myself; Haithcock said. "! never 
knew him personally, but Coach Prosser 

'! liked the way he ran a clean and 
honest program over there,' Carlton 
said. 'He never was in trouble and al-
ways did the right thing." 

Jason Carter, a WFU senior, said that 

Ashby Cook. a 1971 WFU graduate 
and a former president of the Deacon 
Club, is known at basketball games be-
cause he sits on the sidelines wearing a 
gold fedora hat. 

• Patrick Wilson can be reached al 
727-7286 or at pwllaonetw1Journal.com. 

• John Dell can be reached at 727-
4081 or at JdellOwaJournal.com. 

PROSSER 
- were unsuccessful. Prosser 
was taken to Wake Forest Uni-
versity Baptist Medical Center, 
arriving about 1:30. He was pro-
nounced dead at 1:41. 

Wake Forest did not confirm 
Presser's death for more than 
seven hours because school of-
ficials were trying to reach bis 
wife, Nancy, who was driving to 
Louisville, Ky., to visit a family 
member. 

Presser's record at Wake For-
est was 126-68. The Deacons 
finished fust in the ACC regular 
season in 2003 and played in the 
NCM Tournament in four of his 
six seasons. 

Although the Deacons were 
coming off their first losing 
season since 1990, Prosser had 
just landed commitments from 
three highly rated high-school 
seniors. 

'I met with the team earlier, 
and I told them how blessed we 
are to have known him," Athlet-
ics Director Ron Wellman said. 

"I told our players I don't 
know if I've known a stronger 
man, a man who believed in 
what he believed and lived what 
he believed. There were so many 
times after a devastating loss I'd 
talk to him, and every time I left 
that conversation thinking 'We 
are going to be OK.-

Prosser loved coaching col-
lege basketball. He loved the 
game, the interaction with play-
ers, coaches, media and fans. He 
even loved the recruiting. His fa. 
vorite hours were spent in a gym, 
coaching his team. 

"Beats being at the mall,' 
Prosser would quip. 

But coaching wasn't Presser's 
first love. 

Georee Edward ProHer Ill 
grew up in Pittsburgh, the son of 
a signalman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. His father was made of 
stem stuff, and he expected his 
son to be as weU. Once, playing 
in a Llttle League game for his fa. 
ther, the coach, Prosser hurt his 
arm and left the field cryinf 

His father asked: "Whats the 
matter.? You have another one, 
don't you?' 

Prosser completed the game, 
after which he was taken to the 
hospital and treated for a broken 
arm. 

Prosser attended the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy and 
majored in nautical science. He 
Joked that he majored in driving 
ships. 

His early days at the academy, 
in Kings Point, N .Y., were trying. 
so much so that Prosser called 
home to say that he was return-
Ing to Pittsburgh. 

His father told him that was 
all right, but he didn't know 
where his son would sleep be-

Skip Prosser 
H •ll -: George Edward "Skip" 
Prosser. 
l> llorl: Nov. 3, 1950, in Pittsburgh. 
l>Fa.ity: Wife, Nancy; sons, Scott and 
Mark. 
l>Encatloa: U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, 1972 (undergraduate degree in 
nautical science); West Virginia, 
1980 (master's degree in secondary 
education). 
l>lleall-cnchlq career: Wake Forest 
(200Hl7); J<avier (1994-2001 ); Loyola of 
Maryland (1993-94). 
~Records: Wake Forest 126-68; J<avier 
148-65; Loyola 17-13. 

Year 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999--00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005--06 
2006-07 

Sthool 
Loyola (Md.) 
J<avier 
Xavier 
J<avier 
Xavier 
J<avier 
xavier 
Xavier 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 
Wake Forest 

Record 
17-13 
23-5 
13-15 
23-6 
22-8 
25-11 
21-12 
21-8 
21-13 
25-6 
21-10 
27-6 
17-17 
15-16 

Postseason 
NCAA. 0-1 
NCAA, 0-1 

NCAA, 1-1 
NCAA, 0-1 
NIT, 4-1 
NIT, 1-1 
NCAA. 0-1 
NCAA. 1-1 
NCAA. 1-1 
NCAA, 2-1 
NCAA. 1-1 
NIT, 0-1 

l>IICAA T-lt ....-ces: 1994 
with Loyola (0-1); 1995, 1997, 1998, 2001 
with J<avier (1-4); 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 
with Wake Forest (5-4). 

Wake Forest won the ACC regular-season title In 2002-03 wtth 
a 13-3 record. Prosser was named the ACC coach of the year. 

Souroes: Wal<&ForastSports.cstv.com; the ACC. 

cause he was getting ready to go 
to Presser's room and knock the 
bed apart. Prosser stayed and 
graduated in 1972. He received 
a master's degree in secondary 
education from West Virginia 
University in 1980. 

Prosser played basketball at 
the Merchant Marine Academy 
but spent most of his time on 
the bench. "Even when I could 
play, I couldn't play; Prosser 
recalled. 

He became a coach because 
that was a stipulation attached to 
his first job as a teacher at Linsly 
lnstirute in Wheeling. W. Va. 

He considered himself as 
much a teacher as a coach, if not 
more. "I love teaching." Prosser 
said. "I love lecrures and all that 

"My opinion is, there's a Jot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
gym that you can't learn in the 
classroom - just like there's a lot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
classroom that you can't learn 
in the gym. 

"But I lcnow that some of the 
best lessons I ever taught were 

taught to me by my coaches. And 
I remember some of my coaches 
more than I remember some of 
my teachers.' 

Dick Vitale, the televi-
sion commentator, who knew 
Prosser well, wrote yesterday 
that Prosser was proud of the fact 
that he came from nowhere in 
the coaching profession, without 
the pedigree of most major-col-
lege coaches. 

Prosser, in fact, was 34 when 
be broke into the college ranks. 
He had been coaching high-
school basketball in West Vll'gin-
ia and coaching it well enough to 
win the 1982 Class AA champi-
onship at Central Catholic High 
School in Wheeling. 

He began networking with 
college coaches at camps and 
learned that Pete Gillen, the head 
coach at Xavie~ needed an assis-
tant Prosser said he remembers 
standing in a phone booth by a 
busy interstate, while on a scout-
ing trip for the Central Catholic 
football coach, when Gillen of-
fered him the job. 

Dr. Wllllam Applegate •~plaint heart attacks at the piess conference. 

According to Prosser, at least 
three other candidates had 
turned down Gillen. "I might 
have been his 33rd choice,' he 
said. 

He remained loyal friends 
with Gillen, whom he insisted 
on calling 'Coach,' even when 
the two competed against each 
other in the ACC when Gillen 
was at Virginia 

Prosser's first head-coaching 
job was at Loyola of Maryland, 
and he made enough of a splash 
to coach the Greyhounds to their 
first appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament 

The next season, Gillen left 
Xavier for Providence, and 
Prosser replaced him. 

Prosser succeeded at Xavi-
er, with his teams winning 148 
games and losing 65 over seven 
seasons. The Musketeers played 
in the NCAA Tournament four 
times and in the NIT twice. 

Because Prosser had turned 
down several high-profile coach-
ing jobs to remain at Xavie~ there 
was a question of whether he 
would accept the position at Wake 
Forest. Wellman wondered as weU 
before he hired Prosser to succeed 
Dave Odom in April 2001. 

"l called the people in the 
country who I felt knew the 
best basketball coaches; Well-
man said in 2001. • And when I 
asked them about a short list of 
names that I had, when I got to 
Skip Prosser the response was 
always the same. And that is, 'lf 
you can hire him, you'd better 
get him. He is a great basketball 
coach, and beyond that he is a 
great person.-

When asked then about his 
new challenge, Prosser respond-
ed in typical fashion. 

• I may not know a lot about 
the ACC right now, but thanks 
to Ron (Wellman), I did stay at a 
Holiday Inn EJct,ress last night,' 

Prosser said. "I mean I know how 
difficult it is. In all honesty, that's 
certainly one of the challenges 
that excited me, and we're look-
ing forward to it" 

Most modern college-bas-
ketball coaches hold the media 
at arm's distance. Prosser em-
braced them, and because of 
that and his quick mind. he was 
a post-game favorite. 

Michael Perry covered the 
Xavier beat for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer during Prosser's years 
as the Musketeers' head coach. 

"lf all the coaches I dealt with 
were like Skip, then I'd be happy," 
Perry said. "He was cooperative, 
accessible, and he respected the 
job I had to do.' 

H anythln&, ProHer became 
even more accessible during 
his time at Waite Forest, regu-
larly opening his practices to 
the media and actually ribbing 
reporters whom he hadn't seen 
dtop by for a day or two. 

One reason that the media 
gravitated toward Prosser was 
that he was not just an interesting 
basketball coach but a very inter-
esting man who coached basket-
ball. He was well-read, listing his 
favorite authors as Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Tom Clancy, Nelson 
DeMille and Pat Conroy. 

Contrary to what most people 
believed, Prosse~ despite his red 
hair, ruddy complexion and love of 
almost all things Irish, was not of 
IrishdescentHemdmakeseveral 
summer trips to Ireland. "That's 
all a myth,' Prosser said. •1 think 
it's just because I've got red bait 
I like their music and I like going 
over there. But that's not true. 

"I'm English, Scottish and 
Welsh." 

Prosser bad two sons from 
his first marriage, Scott, 28, and 
Mark. 27. Mark Prosser played 
basketball at Marist and has 
been an assistant coach at Buck-
nell the last three seasons. 

Presser's one fault, if it could 
be called that, was his intense 

JOURNAL 'PHOTOS BY 8Rl.a ~ 
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Folvst, anti t. lubantl, Bob, Ill~ 
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Quote unquote 
Skip Prosser wasn1 one to 
beat around the bush. He 
was by turn eloquent. ver-
bose, even a little caustic. 
But rarely misunderstood: 

Q "How I define hard play, 
and hoW they define hard 
play is oftentimes not the 
same. But as I tell them. they 
have their definition and I 
have my definition, but their 
definition Is meaningless to 
me. The only real definition 
that counts is mine.' 

D "I don1 think anyone wants 
to go to practice and yell for 
two or three hours. Nobody 
wants to be Attila the Hun for 
two or three hours. But "all of 
us, Including adutts. need It 
probably once in awhile. Our 
human nature is not to push 
ourselves to the limit. It's to 
do, at times, as little as you 
can to get by. So that's my 
role to make sure we don1 
lapse into that level of sett-
satisfaction." 

Q "Oftentimes in this day 
and age, people think that 
every time you try to correct 
them and teach them, you're 
being critical of them. Thal's 
not the case. You're just try-
Ing to teach them and coach 
them. The real good players 
understand that earlier than 
others.' 

aversity to losing. He said he 
recognized the character flaw, 
and at one period of his life at-
tempted to accept losing more 
graciously. He admitted that the 
attempt failed. 

But he did retain a healthy 
perspective,/articularly for a 
man engage in a high-profile 
occupation. His wife, Nancy, was 
a trauma nurse while they lived 
in Cincinnati. 

"She deals with life and death 
every day,' Prosser said. "She 
literally has saved people's lives 
that I know. We would go out to 
dinner, and people in Cincin-
nati would walk up to me - and 
she may have actually saved 
somebody's life that day - and 
they would want to know how 
recruiting's going. 

"What she (did) is infinitely 
more important than what I 
do.' 

Players remember him as the 
ultimate player's coach. 

'He's more than just a coach 
to us," said Steve Lepore, a former 
player at Wake Forest. "He told us 
that he'll always have our backs, 
no matter how long we've been 
gone or graduated. He said he's 
going to be a good friend of oun, 
and he's going to back us up." 

• Dan CoIUns can be reached 
at 727-7323 or at dcolll111 
On.journal.com. 
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ther, the coach, Prosser hurt his 
arm and left the field crying. 

His father asked: "What's the 
matter,? You have another one, 
don't you?" 

Prosser completed the game, 
after which he was taken to the 
hospital and treated for a broken 
arm. 

Prosser attended the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy and 
majored in nautical science. He 
joked that he majored in driving 
ships. 

His early days at the academy, 
in Kings Point, N.Y., were trying, 
so much so that Prosser called 
home to say that he was return-
ing to Pittsburgh. 

His father told him that was 
all right, but he didn't know 
where his son would sleep be-

RAWLINGS 
Continued From Page Al 

Across the far-flung basketball 
universe yesterday, thousands of 
people shared Coach Prosser's 
seat. They slumped on sofas and 
leaned on friends in bewildered 
disbelief. 

They closed their eyes and 
saw Prosser spinning on his 
heels in front of the Deacons' 
bench, his strawberry hair and 
coattail blowing in his personal 
breeze. They saw his right arm 
gesturing and his lips puckering 
and his beet-red head shaking 
defiantly, every ounce of his 
considerable energy conveying 
one simple message: You guys 
missed that call. 

Wake Forest fans and fans of 
other colors reacted to Prosser's 
death the same way: That can't 
be right. 

But it is, quite sadly for his 
wife, his two sons, his relatives 
and his extensive athletics fam-

Dr. WIiiiam Applegate explains heart attacks at the press conference. 

ily. He was 56,-bright and intel-
lectually curious, vibrant and 
relentless, quick-witted and ex-
tremely fast with an introductory 
handshake. 

Prosser worked his way into 
college basketball's big time, but 
he didn't big-time strangers. He 
walked over and welcomed them 
to a practice or a meal. 

He reveled in certain achieve-
ments, pointing out that he was 
the only Division I coach who had 
taken three schools (Loyola of 
Maryland, Xavier arid Wake For-
est) to the NCM Tournament in 
his first season. He also insisted 
that his career records ( 291-146 
overall, 126-68 at Wake Forest) 
weren't really his because the 
players had won those games. 

His chest expanded when 
the 2003 Deacons won the ACC 
regular-season race and Josh 
Howard was unanimously voted 
the league's best player. Modest 
expectations intensified the joy. 
An ACC preseason media poll 
picked Wake Forest sixth, and 
then the Deacons lost an exhi-

bition game. Prosser, ever glib as 
he looked ahead to the opener, 
told a cci-worker: "I can't believe 
I scheduled Yale:' 

He beamed when Chris Paul, 
Taron Downey and all those 
other Deacons achieved the 
school's first No. 1 ranking dur-
ing the 2005 season. The road to 
the Final Four ended in Cleve-
land, with a second-round loss 
to West Vrrginia, and sophomore 
Paul soon jumped into the NBA 
draft pool. 

Prosser, caught without a 
point guard, attributed his plight 
to previous promises that Paul 
would stay. When friends direct-
ed their anger toward Paul, call-
ing him a traitor, Prosser begged 
tpem to get over it. He was mov-
ing on, and he wanted others to 
join him. 

Wake Forest struggled the 
next two seasons. The Dea-
cons dropped from 13-3 in ACC 
games to 3-13 and last place in 
2006. Last season, they tied for 
10th with a 5-11 league record 
but finished 15-16 overall. 

Forest. Wellman wondered as well 
before he hired Prosser to succeed 
Dave Odom in April 2001. 

"I called the people in the 
country who I felt knew the 
best basketball coaches;' Well-
man said in 2001. "And when I 
asked them about a short list of 
names that I had, when I got to 
Skip Prosser the response was 
always the same. And that is, 'If 
you can hire him, you'd better 
get him. He is a great basketball 
coach, and beyond that he is a 
great person:" 

When asked then about his 
new challenge, Prosser respond-
ed in typical fashion. 

"I may not know a lot about 
the ACC right now, but thanks 
to Ron (Wellman), I did stay at a 
Holiday Inn Express last night;' 

Instead of hiding behind ex-
cuses, Prosser told reporters: 
"Ultimately, I'm the head coach, 
and I accept the responsibility:' 

He hit the recruiting trail and 
landed three significant com-
mitments for the 2008-09 sea-
son, including highly regarded 
Al-Farouq Aminu. Wake Forest 
fans envisioned brighter days 
ahead. 

In good times and bad times, 
Prosser demanded that his play-
ers take responsibility for their 
behavior, especially in handling 
their studies and personal sched-
ules. Prosser, who graduated 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, had a favorite expres-
sion: "If you can't be on time, be 
early." 

From his first season in 2001-
02 until his last, Prosser prodded 
the athletics department and stu-
dent body to make Joel Coliseum 
a raucous home court. The props 
- a motorcycle, tie-dyed shirts, 
loud music - helped fulfill that 
vision, at least during fat times. 

Even so, Prosser resisted 

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 

Caroline N1111bers, who works at \Yake 
Forest, and her husband, Bob, an aun-
nus, leam of Prosser's death. 

widespread conclusions that 
commercial forces ruled college 
basketball, dumping fortunes on 
coaches and training stars who 
would quickly become million-
aires. 

"I've always seen myself as 
a coach and educator;' Prosser 
said. "I'm not in the entertain-
ment industry:' 

He could be quite entertain-
ing, though. He could drop a lit-
erary reference or slip in aver-
bal jab faster than any coach. 
He could turn a phrase. He once 
said of a sometimes unassertive 
center: "It's tough to have a pres-
ence in the post when your post 
doesn't have any presence:' 

Prosser was a presence. He 
was trained to navigate ships and 
started out as a teacher but soon 
emerged as an excellent prep-
basketball coach with a distinct 
distaste for losing. 

Dino Gaudfo, a Wake Forest 
assistant, ~orked with Prosser at 
Central Catholic High in Wheel-
ing, WYa. In the early stages of 
a season that ended with a.state 

nati would wilk up to me - and 
she may have actually saved 
somebody's life that day- and 
they would want to know how 
recruiting's going. 

"What she (did) is infinitely 
more important than what I 
do." 

Players remember him as the 
ultimate player's coach. 

"He's more than just a coach 
to us," said Steve Lepore, a former 
player at Wake Forest "He told us 
that he'll always have our backs, 
no matter how long we've been 
gone or graduated. He said he's 
going to be a good friend of ours, 
and he's going to back us up:' 

• Dan Collins can be reached 
at 727-7323 or at dcolllns 
@ws.Journal.com. 

championship, Prosser's team 
lost a game in Ohio. 

"The kids were in the show-
ers in the locker room chatting 
a little bit;' Gaudio said years 
later, "and he felt they weren't 
taking the loss hard enough. He 
walked into the shower. It had a 
curb on it holding in this much 
water." 

Gaudio held his hands 6 inch-
es apart. 

"I'll never forget when he 
walked back out. His shoes were 
soaked, and so were his pants, up 
to his ankles, but he got his point 
across to those kids that we don't 
take losing like that. He's always 
taken it incredibly, incredibly 
hard. I think he takes it hard be-
cause he always blames himself. 
You'll never hear him, anywhere 
he's been, blame the kids:' 

Nobody blames anybody 
today, but lots of people take los-
ing Skip Prosser very, very hard. 

• Lenox Rawlings can be 
reached at lrawllngs@wsjournal 
.com. 
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SKIP PR SSER: 1950-2007 

• r1en oac 
His heart-attack death 
hits university, city hard 
By Dan Collins 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Skip Prosser came to coach 
basketball at Wake Forest be-
cause it was in a conference, 
and an area of the country, with 
a deep passion for the game. 

"As a coach, you want to be 
someplace where they care," 
Prosser said in 2001. 

In his six years at Wake For-
est, people from the school and 
the area also came to care about 
Prosser. 

That was painfully obvious 
yesterday when Prosser col-
lapsed and died ofwhatDr. Wil-
liam Applegate, the dean of the 
Wake Forest University School 
ofMedicine, said was probably 
a massive heart attack. Prosser 
was 56. 

News of his death rocked the 
community, the ACC and all of 
college basketball. 

Prosser completed his regu- · 
lar jog yesterday at Kentner Sta-
dium and then returned to his 
office next door in the Manches-

There1s re 
• Among his followers: 

Local sports fans remember 
Skip Prosser, A&. 

• Among his peers: Fellow 
coaches react to the news, 
C1 . 

• They knew him when: 
Reactions from NBA players' 
who played college ball for 
Prosser, C1 

• On the Web: See photos 
from Presser's Wake Forest ca-
reer at www.journalnow.com. 

ter Athletic Center about 12:40 
p.m. Mike Muse, the Deacons' 
director ofbasketball operations, 
found Prosser unconscious in 
his office about 12:45 and tried 
to revive him with CPR. 

The attempts of Muse and 
Dr. Cecil Price from the Student 
Health Services - which in-
cluded the use of a defibrillator 

See PROSSER, Page A6 

News of Prosser's death 
sti memories of his life 



Four call Ior perjury 
probe of Gonzales 
Democrats want a special prosecutor 
COX NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
~Pn ,:, tp nPmnrr::itc: r,:,llprl vP.<:tPrrl::ivfnr ::i c:m~r.i::il nrnc:P.r.ntnrtn 

The Weather 
Partly sunny with afternoon 
showers; highs in the upper 
80s. lows in the uooer 60s. 86 

easons always 
end. 

Seasons sel-
dom end on 
10-foot ladders 

cu g down nets or on 
makeshift stages hug-
ging trophies. 

images included those 
somber moments in 
distant cities at the end 
of Wake Forest basket-
ball seasons. 

Seasons usually end 
in concrete hallways and Lenox 

Rawlings dank basements and 
steamy locker rooms. 
Seasons usually end with show-
ers dripping and tears dropping 
and someone moaning in the 
next room, overwhelmed by 
,swift finality. 

Nobody wanted to 
win more than Skip 
Prosser, and nobody 
took the last loss harder. 
His sparse public words 
completed, the private 
Prosser would sit in an 

As news of Skip Prosser's 
death spread on a summer af-
ternoon, the montage of mental 

unfamiliar NCAA locker room 
and stare at the floor, his shoul-
ders sagging and his hand reach-
ing out to touch his son Scott. 
Th~ silence spoke for him, un-
interrupted. 

See RAWLINGS, Page AG 
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Stocks take a jarring drop 
310-point fall driven by worries about housing, sub prime loans 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK 
Wall Street suffered one of 

its worst losses of 2007 yester-
day, leading a worldwide stock-
market plunge as investors sue-



Prosser loved coaching col-
lege basketball. He loved the 
game, the interaction with play-
ers, coaches, media and fans. He 
even loved the recruiting. His fa-
vorite hours were spent in a gym, 
coaching his team. 

"Beats being at the mall," 
Prosser would quip. 

But coaching wasn't Prosser's 
first love. 

George Edward Prosser Ill 
grew up in Pittsburgh, the son of 
a signalman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. His father was made of 
stem stuff, and he expected his 
son to be as well. Once, playing 
in a Little League game for his fa-
ther, the coach, Prosser hurt his 
arm and left the field crying. 

His father asked: "What's the 
matter.? You have another one, 
don't you?" 

Prosser completed the game, 
after which he was taken to the 
hospital and treated for a broken 
arm. 

Prosser attended the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy and 
majored in nautical science. He 
joked that he majored in driving 
ships. 

His early days at the academy, 
in Kings Point, N.Y., were trying, 
so much so that Prosser called 
home to say that he was return-
ing to Pittsburgh. 

His father told him that was 
all right, but he didn't know 
where his son would sleep be-

RAWLINGS 
Continued From Page Al 

Across the far-flung basketball 
universe yesterday, thousands of 
people shared Coach Prosser's 
seat. They slumped on sofas and 
leaned on friends in bewildered 
disbelief. 

They closed their eyes and 
saw Prosser spinning on his 
heels in front of the Deacons' 
bench, his strawberry hair and 
coattail blowing in his personal 
h ,..~,..,.n T'hn•n c,,:,,-.o hi~ .,..;nh+ oTm 

He became a coach because 
that was a stipulation attached to 
his first job as a teacher at Linsly 
Institute in Wheeling, W. Va. 

He considered himself as 
much a teacher as a coach, if not 
more. "I love teaching," Prosser 
said "I love lectures and all that. 

"My opinion is, there's a lot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
gym that you can't learn in the 
classroom - just like there's a lot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
classroom that you can't learn 
in the gym. 

"But I know that some of the 
best lessons I ever taught were 

he broke into the college ranks. 
He had been coaching high-
school basketball in West Virgin-
ia and coaching it well enough to 
win the 1982 Cl~ss AA champi-
onship at Central Catholic High 
School in Wheeling. 

He began networking with 
college coaches at camps and 
learned that Pete Gillen, the head 
coach at Xavier, needed an assis-
tant. Prosser said he remembers 
standing in a phone booth by a 
busy interstate, while on a scout-
ing trip for the Central Catholic 
football coach, when Gillen of-
fered him the job. 

Dr. WIiiiam Applegate explalns heart attacks at the press conference. 

ily. He was 56,-bright and intel-
lectually curious, vibrant and 
relentless, quick-witted and ex-
tremely fast with an introductory 
handshake. 

Prosser worked his way into 
college basketball's big time, but 
he didn't big-time strangers. He 
walked over and welcomed them 
to a practice or a meal. 

He reveled in certain achieve-
ments, pointing out that he was 
the only Division I coach who had 
taken three schools (Loyola of 
Maryland, Xavier and Wake For-
est) to the NCAA Tournament in 

bition game. Prosser, ever glib as 
he looked ahead to the opener, 
told a co-worker: "I can't believe 
I scheduled Yale:' 

He beamed when Chris Paul, 
Taron Downey and all those 
other Deacons achieved the 
school's first No. 1 ranking dur-
ing the 2005 season. The road to 
the Final Four ended in Cleve-
land, with a second-round loss 
to West Vrrginia, and sophomore 
Paul soon jumped into the NBA 
draft pool. 

Prosser, caught without a 
point guard, attributed ~is pligh! 

ana ne maae enougn or a sptasn 
to coach the Greyhounds to their 
first appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The next season, Gillen left 
Xavier for Providence, and 
Prosser replaced him. · 

Prosser succeeded at Xavi-
er, with his teams winning 148 
games and losing 65 over seven 
seasons. The Musketeers played 
in the NCAA Tournament four 
times and in the NIT twice. 

Because Prosser had turned 
down several high-profile coach-
ing jobs to remain at Xavier, there 
was a question of whether he 
would accept the position at Wake 
Forest. Wellman wondered as well 
before he hired Prosser to succeed 
Dave Odom in April 2001. 

"I called the people in the 
country who I felt knew the 
best basketball coaches;' Well-
man said in 2001. "And when I 
asked them about a short list of 
names that I had, when I got to 
Skip Prosser the response was 
always the same. And that is, 'If 
you can hire him, you'd better 
get him. He is a great basketball 
coach, and beyond that he is a 
great person:" 

When asked then about his 
new challenge, Prosser respond-
ed in typical fashion. 

"I may not know a lot about 
the ACC right now, but thanks 
to Ron (Wellman), I did stay at a 
Holiday Inn Ex}>ress last night;' 

Instead of hiding behind ex-
cuses, Prosser told reporters: 
"Ultimately, I'm the head coach, 
and I accept the responsibility." 

He hit the recruiting trail and 
landed three significant com-
mitments for the 2008-09 sea-
son, including highly regarded 
Al-Farouq Aminu. Wake Forest 
fans envisioned brighter days 
ahead. 

In good times and bad times, 
Prosser demanded that his play-
ers take responsibility for their 
behavior, especially in handling 
~eir s~dies and ~ersonal.sched: 

summer trips to Ireland. "That's 
all a myth," Prosser said. "I think 
it's just because I've got red hair. 
I like their music and I like going 
over there. But that's not true. 

"I'm English, Scottish and 
Welsh:' 

Prosser had two sons from 
his first marriage, Scott, 28, and 
Mark, 27. Mark Prosser played 
basketball at Marist and has 
been an assistant coach at Buck-
nell the last three seasons. 

Prosser's one fault, ifit could 
be called that, was his intense 

JOURNAi. PHOTOS BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 
carol18 Numbers, who works at wake 
Forest, and her husbMd, Bob, 1¥1 alum-
nus, learn of Prosser's death. 

widespread conclusions that 
commercial forces ruled college 
basketball, dumping fortunes on 
coaches and training stars wh~ 
would quickly become million-
aires. 

"I've always seen myself as 
a coach and educator," Prosser 
said. "I'm not in the entertain-
ment industry." 

He could be quite entertain-
ing, though. He could drop a lit-
erary reference or slip in aver-
bal ja faster than any coach. 
He co d turn a phrase. He once 
said of sometimes unassertive 

aversity to losing. He said he 
recognized the character flaw, 
and at one period of his life at-
tempted to accept losing more 
graciously. He admitted that the 
attempt failed. 

But he did retain a healthy 
perspective, particularly for a 
man engaged in a high-profile 
occupation. His wife, Nancy, was 
a trauma nurse while they lived 
in Cincinnati. 

"She deals with life and death 
every day," Prosser said. uShe 
literally has saved people's lives 
that I know. We would go out to 
dinner, and people in Cincin-
nati would walk up to me - and 
she may have actually saved 
somebody's life that day- and 
they would want to know how 
recruiting's going. 

"What she (did) is infmitely 
more important than what I 
do:' 

Players remember him as the 
ultimate player's coach. 

"He's more than just a coach 
to us;' said Steve Lepore, a former 
player at Wake Forest "He told us 
that he'll always have our backs, 
no matter how long we've been 
gone or graduated. He said he's 
going to be a good friend of ours, 
and he's going to back us up:' 

• Dan Collins can be reached 
at 727-7323 or at dcolllns 
@ws.Journal.com. 

championship, Prosser's team 
lost a game in Ohio. 

"The kids were in the show-
ers in the locker room chatting 
a little bit," Gaudio said years 
later, "and he felt they weren't 
taking the loss hard enough. He 
walked into the shower. It had a 
curb on it holding in this much 
water:' 

Gaudio held his hands 6 inch-
es apart. 

"I'll never forget when he 
walked back out. His shoes were 
soaked, and so were his pants, up 
to his ~es, b1;1~~e-~o~his{!oll;~ 



PROSSER 
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- were unsuccessful. Prosser 
was taken to Wake Forest Uni-
versity Baptist Medical Center, 
arriving about I :30. He was pro-
mounced dead at 1:41. 

Wake Forest did not confirm 
P rossei-'s death for more than 
$even h ours because school of-
ficials were trying to reach his 
wife, Nancy, who was driving to 

ouisville, Ky., to visit a family 
member. 

Prosser's record at Wake For-
e st was 126-68. The Deacons 
:finished first in the ACC regular 

eason in 2003 and played in the 
NCAA Tournament in four of his 
six seasons. 

Although the Deacons were 
c oming off their first losing 
s eason since 1990, Prosser had 
-ust landed commitments from 
three highly rated high-school 
seniors. 

,: m et with the team earlier, 
and I told them how blessed we 
are to h ave known him," Athlet-
ics Director Ron Wellman said. 

•1 t old our players I don 't 
know if I've known a stronger 
man, a man who believed in 
what he believed and lived what 
h e believed. There were so many 
times after a devastating loss I'd 
talk to him, and every time I left 
that conversation thinking 'We 
are going to be OK:" 

Prosser loved coaching col-
lege b asketball. He loved the 
game. the interaction with play-
ers, coaches, media and fans. He 
even loved the recruiting. His fa-
vorite hours were spent in a gym, 
coaching his team. 

•Be ats being at the mall," 
Prosser would quip. 

But coaching wasn't Prosser's 
first love. 

George Edward Prosser Ill 
gre v up in Pittsburgh, the son of 
a signalman for the Pennsylvania 
U "!lil rn~ rl 1-,f;c faatht>r,,,. r~c m.!llrlil nf 

Skip Prosser 
H ull name: George Edward "Skip" Year School Record Postseason 
Prosser. 1993-94 Loyola (Md.) 17-13 NCAA, 0-1 
IJ,, Born: Nov. 3, 1950, in Pittsburgh. 1994-95 Xavier 23-5 NCAA, 0-1 
IJ,, famlly: Wife, Nancy; sons, Scott and 1995-96 Xavier 13-15 
Mark. 1996-97 Xavier 23-6 NCAA, 1-1 
H ducation: U.S. Merchant Marine 1997-98 Xavier 22-8 NCAA, 0-1 
Academy, 1972 (undergraduate degree in 1998-99 Xavier 25-11 NIT, 4-1 
nautical science}; West Virginia, 
1980 (master's degree in secondary 1999-00 Xavier 21-12 NIT, 1-1 

education}. 2000-01 Xavier 21-8 NCAA, 0-1 

IJ,,Head-coachlng career: Wake Forest 2001-02 Wake Forest 21-13 NCAA, 1-1 
(2001 -07}; Xavier (1994-2001 ); Loyola of 2002-03 Wake Forest 25-6 NCAA, 1-1 
Maryland (1993-94). 2003-04 Wake Forest 21-10 NCAA, 2-1 
.,_Records: Wake Forest 126-68; Xavier 2004-05 Wake Forest 27-6 NCAA, 1-1 
148-65; Loyola 17-13. 2005-06 Wake Forest 17-17 NIT, 0-1 
._ NCAA Tournament appearances: 1994 
with Loyola (0-1); 1995, 1997, 1998, 2001 

2006-07 Wake Forest 15-16 

with Xavier (1-4); 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 Wake Forest won the ACC regular-season title in 2002-03 with 
with Wake Forest (5-4). a 13-3 record. Prosser was named the ACC coach of the year. 
Sources: WakeForestSports.cstv.com: the ACC. 

cause he was getting ready to go 
to Prosser' s room and knock the 
bed apart. Prosser stayed and 
graduated in 1972. He received 
a master's degree in secondary 
education from West Virginia 
University in 1980. 

Prosser played basketball at 
the Merchant Marine Academy 
but spent most of his time on 
the bench. "Even when I could 
play, I couldn't play," Prosser 
recalled. 

He became a coach because 
that was a stipulation attached to 
his first job as a teacher at Linsly 
Institute in Wheeling, W. Va. 

He considered himself as 
much a teacher as a coach, if not 
more. "I love teaching," Prosser 
said. "I love lectures and all that. 

"My opinion is, there's a lot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
gym that you can't learn in the 
classroom - just like there's a lot 
of lessons you can learn in the 
classroom th·at you can't learn 
int~e~. 

taught to me by my coaches. And 
I remember some of my coaches 
more than I remember some of 
my teachers:' 

Dick Vitale, the televi-
sion commentator, who knew 
Prosser well, wrote yesterday 
that Prosser was proud of the fact 
that he came from nowhere in 
the coaching profession, without 
the pedigree of most major-col-
lege coaches. 

Prosser, in fact, was 34 when 
he broke into the college ranks. 
He had been coaching high-
school basketball in West Virgin-
ia and coaching it well enough to 
win the 1982 Cl<iSS AA champi-
onship at Central Catholic High 
School in Wheeling. 

He began networking with 
college coaches at camps and 
learned that Pete Gillen, the head 
coach at Xavier, needed an assis-
tant. Prosser said he remembers 
standing in a phone booth by a 
busy interstate, while on a scout-
i_ng ~iI?. for th_e Ct:ntral _ ~-~tholi~ 
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According to Prosser, at least 
three other candidates had 
turned down Gillen. "I might 
-have been his 33rd choice," he 
said. 

He remained loyal friends 
with Gillen, whom he insisted 
on calling "Coach,n even when 
the two competed against each 
other in, the ACC when Gillen 
was at Virginia. 

Prosser's first head-coaching 
job was at Loyola of Maryland, 
and he made enough of a splash 
to coach the Greyhounds to their 
first appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The next season, Gillen left 
Xavier for Providence, and 
Prosser replaced him. 

Prosser succeeded at Xavi-
er, with his teams winning 148 
games and losing 65 over seven 
seasons. The Musketeers played 
in the NCAA Tournament four 
times and in the NIT twice. 

Because Prosser had turned 
down several hi!!h-orofile coach-

Prosser said. "I mean I know how 
difficult it is. In all honesty, that's 
certainly one of the challenges 
that excited me, and we're look-
ing forward to it." 

Most modern college-bas-
ketball coaches hold the media 
at arm's distance. Prosser em-
braced them, and because of 
that and his quick mind, he was 
a post-game favorite. 

Michael Perry covered the 
Xavier beat for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer during Prosser's years 
as the Musketeers' head coach. 

"If all the coaches I dealt with 
were like Skip, then I'd be happy;' 
Perry said. "He was cooperative, 
accessible, and he respected the 
job I had to do." 

If anything, Prosser became 
even more accessible during 
his time at Wake Forest, regu-
larly opening his practices to 
the media and actually ribbing 
reporters whom he hadn't seen 
drop by for a day or two. 

One reason that the media 
gravitated toward Prosser was 
that he was not just an interesting 
basketball coach but a very inter-
esting man who coached basket-
ball. He was well-read, listing his 
favorite authors as Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Tom Clancy, Nelson 
DeMille and Pat Conroy. 

Contrary to what most people 
believed, Prosser, despite his red 
hair, ruddy complexion and love of 
almost all things Irish, was not of 
Irish descent He did make several 
summer trips to Ireland. "That's 
all a myth:' Prosser said. "I think 
it's just because I've got red hair. 
I like their music and I like going 
over there. But that's not true. 

«I'm English, Scottish and 
Welsh." · 

Prosser had two sons from 
his first marriage, Scott, 28,· and 
Mark, 27. Mark Prosser played 
basketball at Marist and has 
been an assistant coach at Buck-
nell the last three seasons. 

Prosser's one fault, if it could 
ho rti11 o r1 th Qt ur~c hl<."? intPnC:.P 

Quote unquote 
Skip Prosser wasn't one to 
beat around the bush. He 
was by turn eloquent. ver-
bose, even a little caustic. 
But rarely misunderstood: 

0 "How I define hard play, 
and how they define hard 
play is oftentimes not the 
same. But as I tell them, they 
have their definition and I 
have my definition, but their 
definition is meaningless to 
me. The only real definition 
that count,s is mine." 

O "I don't think anyone wants 
to go to practice and yell for 
two or three hours. Nobody 
wants to be Attila the Hun for 
two or three hours. But 'all of 
us, including adults, need it 
probably once in awhile. Our 
human nature is not to push 
ourselves to the limit. It's to 
do, at times, as little as you 
can to get by. So that's my 
role to make sure we don't 
lapse into that level of self-
satisfaction. n 

0 "Oftentimes in this day 
and age, people think that 
every time you try to correct 
them and teach them, you're 
being critical of them. That's 
not the case. You're just try-
ing to teach them and coach 
them. The real good players 
understand that earlier than 
others." 

aversity to losing. He said he 
recognized the character flaw, 
and at one period of his life at-
tempted to accept losing more 
graciously. He admitted that the 
attempt failed. 

But he did retain a healthy 
perspective, particularly for a 
man engaged in a high-profile 
occupation. His wife, Nancy, was 
a trauma nurse while they lived 
in Cincinnati. 

"She deals with life and death 
--~ - -- ..J __ _ ,, n _ ___ _ _ - - ! ..J ""''- -
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Residents shocked, sad about ·Prosser's death 
It's a loss to WFU and 
the city, mayor says 
By Patrick Wilson and John Dell 
JOURNAi. REPORTERS 

Fans of Skip Prosser reacted yester-
day with sadness to the death of a man 
they said was not only a great ambassa-
dor for Wake Forest University but also 
for the city. 

"This is a very significant loss to 
Wake Forest and to Wmston-Salem," 
Mayor Allen Joines said. 

"Skip brought so much excitement 
and energy to our city. He made Joel 
Coliseum one of the loudest arenas in 
the conference." 

Prosser was also known for his efforts 
in promoting charitable organizations 
such as the Forsyth Humane Society, in 
which be was joined by his wife, Nancy 
Prosser, Joines said. 

The mayor and Skip Prosser served 
soup together about six weeks ago at 
a fundraiser for Second Harvest Food 
Bank. 

"We were justtalking about the team. 
He was heavily involved in recruiting," 
Joines said. 

"He really expressed appreciation to 
me for the community's support of the 
team. 

"He tried to bring the city and the 
university together." 

The Wake Forest campus was largely 
quiet yesterday, but a few people on 
campus talked about Prosser. 

Debbie Haithcock of Clemmons 
drove from her home to Bridger Field 
House and arrived at 7 p.m., even 
though the university had not yet set 
the time of a press conference. 

"I wanted to be here to hear the news 
for myself," Haithcock said. "I never 
knew him personally, but Coach Prosser 

PROSSER 
Continued From Page Al . Skip Prosser 

H ull name: George Edward "Skip" Year 

just had a passion for the game and for 
Wake Forest:' 

Haithcock said she has been attend-
ing basketball games regularly for about 
the past 10 years. . 

"I wanted to show my support 
to his family and the Wake Forest 
community," she said. 

Standing in line at Pig Pickins' res-
taurant across the street from Joel Coli-
seum, Bo Carlton was shocked to hear 
that Prosser had died. 

"Sure it's a shock;' said Carlton, who 
is from Winston-Salem. "He just had 
those recruits commit to him and he 
was getting it back going again:' 

Carlton, 53, said he sees six or seven 
games a year in person. 

"I liked the way he ran a clean and 
honest program over there," Carlton 
said. "He never was in trouble and al-
ways did the right thing:' 

Jason Carter, a WFU senior, said that 

School Record - were unsuccessful. Prosser 
was taken to Wake Forest Uni-
versity Baptist Medical Center, 
arriving about 1:30. He was pro-
nounced dead at 1:41. 

Prosser. 1993-94 Loyola (Md.) 17-13 

Wake Forest did not confirm 
Prosser's death for more than 
seven hours because school of-
ficials were trying to reach his 
wife, Nancy, who was driving to 
Louisville, Ky., to visit a family 
membeL 

Prosser's record at Wake For-
est was 126-68. The Deacons 
finished first in the ACC regular 
season in 2003 and played in the 
.. ... - •• "" - .. • •• c ,., -- _ ...(' '1_ .!. 

lil'Born: Nov. 3, 1950, in Pittsburgh. 
""Family: Wife, Nancy; sons, Scott and 
Mark. 
lil'Educatlon: U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, 1972 (undergraduate degree in 
nautical science); West Virginia, 
1980 (master's degree in secondary 
education). 
lil'Head-coachlng career: Wake Forest 
(2001-07); Xavier (1994-2001); Loyola of 
Maryland (1993-94). 
lil' Records: Wake Forest 126-68; xavier 
148-65; Loyola 17-13. 

1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 

Xavier 23-5 
Xavier 13-15 
Xavier 23-6 
xavier 22-8 
Xavier 25-11 
Xavier 21-12 
Xavier 21-8 
Wake Forest 21-13 
Wake Forest 25-6 
Wake Forest 21-10 
Wake Forest 27-6 
Wake Forest 17-17 

students planned to "roll the quad" -
string toilet paper on trees - in Prosser's 
honor. 

Prosser would join students in rolling 
the quad before games. 

"Skip would always say before a big 
game, 'See you on the quad at mid-
night,'" Carter said. 

Prosser and assistant coaches ate 
lunch fairly regularly at Teddy G's Grille, 
a Greek restaurant on Robi.nhood Road. 
Prosser was always jovial, owner Ted 
Tsiolkas said. 

Tsiolkas said he has thought about 
getting a WFU basketball poster to dis-
play and have Prosser sign it. 

"I never did and I feel so bad," he 
said. "I looked forward to seeing him:' 

Ashby Cook, a 1971 WFU graduate 
and a former president of the Deacon 
Club, is known at basketball games be-
cause he sits on the sidelines wearing a 
gold fedora hat. 

He said he was in disbelief yesterday 
that Prosser had died. 

"I just talked to him last week and he 
had all this good news about recruits, 
and he was excited about this year, and 
it's just kind of hard to believe;' Cook 
said. 

"He's such a high-integrity, profes-
sional, classy, great teacher and coach. 
And a wonderful ambassador for Wake 
Forest:' 

Cook agreed with Joines that the 
atmosphere Prosser helped create was 
unheard of before his arrival. 

"He was a great promoter and he 
understood what it took to win," he 
said. 

• Patrick Wilson can be reached at 
727-7286 or at pwllson@wsJournal.com. 

• John Dell can be reached at 727-
4081 or atJdell@wsJournal.com. 

Postseason 

Prosser said. "I mean I know how 
difficult it is. In all honesty, that's 
certainly one of the challenges 
that excited me, and we're look-
ing forward to it." 

Quote unquote 
Skip Prosser wasn't one to 
beat around the bush. He 
was by turn eloquent. ver-
bose, even a little caustic. 
But rarely misunderstood: 

NCAA, 0-1 
NCAA, 0-1 

NCAA, 1-1 
NCAA, 0-1 
NIT, 4-1 
NIT,H 
NCAA, 0-1 
NCAA, 1-1 
NCAA 1-1 
NCAA, 2-1 
NCAA, 1-1 
NIT, 0-1 

Most modern college-bas-
ketball coaches hold the media 
at arm's distance. Prosser em-
braced them, and because of 
that and his qui.ck mind, he was 
a post-game favorite. 

Mich ael Perry covered the 
Xavier beat for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer during Prosser's years 
as the Musketeers' head coach. 

"If all the coaches I dealt with 
were · e Skip, then I'd be happy; 
Perry s id. "He was cooperative, 
accessi le, and he respected the 
job I had to do:' 

0 "How I define hard play, 
and how they define hard 
play is oftentimes not the 
same. But as I tell them, they 
have their definition and I 
have my definition, but their 
definition is meaningless to 
me. The only real definition 
that counts is mine." 

0 "I don't think anyone wants 
to go to practice and yell for 
... . . _ -- ._1,... ___ 1..._ . . ...... l--L... ... __, •• 



ma Little League game tor ms la-
ther, the coach, Prosser hurt his 
arm and left the field crying. 

His father asked: "What's the 
matter:? You have another one, 
don't you?" 

Prosser completed the game, 
after which he was taken to the 
hospital and treated for a broken 
arm. 

Prosser attended the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy and 
majored in nautical science. He 
joked that he majored in driving 
ships. 

His early days at the academy, 
in Kings Point, N.Y., were trying, 
so much so that Prosser called 
home to say that he was return-
ing to Pittsburgh. 

His father told him that was 
all right, but he didn't know 
where his son would sleep be-

RAWLINGS 
Continued From Page Al 

Across the far-flung basketball 
universe yesterday, thousands of 
people shared Coach Prosser's 
seat. They slumped on sofas and 
leaned on friends in bewildered 
disbelief. 

They closed their eyes and 
saw Prosser spinning on his 
heels in front of the Deacons' 
bench, his strawberry hair at).d 
coattail blowing in his personal 
breeze. They saw his right arm 
gesturing and his lips puckering 
and his beet-red head shaking 
defiantly, every ounce of his 
considerable energy conveying 
one simple message: You guys 
missed that call. 

Wake Forest fans and fans of 
other colors reacted to Prosser's 
death the same way: That can't 
be right. 

But it is, quite sadly for his 
wife, his two sons, his relatives 
and his extensive athletics fam-

Dr. Wllllam Applegate explalns heart attacks at the press conference. 

ily. He was 56,-bright and in tel- bition game. Prosser, ever glib as 
lectually curious, vibrant and he looked ahead to the opener, 
relentless, quick-witted and ex- told a co-worker: "I can't believe 
tremely fast with an introductory I scheduled Yale:' 
handshake. He beamed when Chris Paul, 

Prosser worked his way into Taron Downey and all those 
college basketball's big time, but other Deacons achieved the 
he didn't big-time strangers. He school's first No. 1 ranking dur-
walked over and welcomed them ing the 2005 season. The road to 
to a practice or a meal. the Final Four ended in Cleve-

He reveled in certain achieve- land, with a second-round loss 
ments, pointing out that he was to West Vrrginia, and sophomore 
the only Division I coach who had Paul soon jumped into the NBA 
taken three schools (Loyola of draft pool. 
Maryland, Xavier and Wake For- Prosser, caught without a 
est) to the NCAA Tournament in point guard, attributed his plight 
his first season. He also insisted to previous promises that Paul 
thathiscareerrecords(291-146 would stay. When friends direct-
overall, 126-68 at Wake Forest) ed their anger toward Paul, call-
weren't really his because the ing him a traitor, Prosser begged 
players had won those games. ¢.em to get over it. He was mov-

His chest expanded when ing on, and he wanted others to 
the 2003 Deacons won the ACC join him. 
regular-season race and Josh Wake Forest struggled the 
Howard was unanimously voted next two seasons. The Dea-
the league's best player. Modest cons dropped from 13-3 in ACC 
expectations intensified the joy. games to 3-13 and last place in 
An ACC preseason media poll 2006. Last season, they tied for 
picked Wake Forest sixth, and 10th with a 5-11 league record 
then the Deacons lost an exhi- but finished 15-16 overall. 

wowa accept tne posmon at vvat<e 
Forest. Wellman wondered as well 
before he hired Prosser to succeed 
Dave Odom in April 2001. 

"I called the people in the 
country who I felt knew the 
best basketball coaches;' Well-
man said in 2001. "And when I 
asked them about a short list of 
names that I had, when I got to 
Skip Prosser the response was 
always the same. And that is, 'If 
you can hire him, you'd better 
get him. He is a great basketball 
coach, and beyond that he is a 
great person:" 

When asked then about his 
new challenge, Prosser respond-
ed in typical fashion. 

"I may not know a lot about 
the ACC right now, but thanks 
to Ron (Wellman), I did stay at a 
Holiday Inn Ex}>ress last nightt 

Instead of hiding behind ex-
cuses, Prosser told reporters: 
"Ultimately, I'm the head coach, 
and I accept the responsibility:' 

He hit the recruiting trail and 
landed three significant com-
mitments for the 2008-09 sea-
son, including highly regarded 
Al-Farouq Aminu. Wake Forest 
fans envisioned brighter days 
ahead. 

In good times and bad times, 
Prosser demanded that his play-
ers take responsibility for their 
behavior, especially in handling 
their studies and personal sched-
ules. Prosser, who graduated 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, had a favorite expres-
sion: "If you can't be on time, be 
early." 

From his first season in 2001-
02 until his last, Prosser prodded 
the athletics department and stu-
dent body to make Joel Coliseum 
a raucous home court. The props 
- a motorcycle, tie-dyed shirts, 
loud music - helped fulfill that 
vision, at least during fat times. 

Even so, Prosser resisted 

JOURNAL PHOTOS BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 
Caroline Nlffll&rS, who works at wake 
Forest, and her husband, Bob, an aur. 
nus, leam of Prosser's death. 

widespread conclusio.ns that 
commercial forces ruled college 
basketball, dumping fortunes on 
coaches and training stars who 
would quickly become million-
aires. 

"I've always seen myself as 
a coach and educator;' Prosser 
said. "I'm not in the entertain-
ment industry." 

He could be quite entertain-
ing, though. He could drop a lit-
erary reference or slip in aver-
bal jab faster than any coach. 
He could tum a phrase. He once 
said of a sometimes unassertive 
center: "It's tough to have a pres-
ence in the post when your post 
doesn't have any presence." 

Prosser was a presence. He 
was trained to navigate ships and 
started out as a teacher but soon 
emerged as an excellent prep-
basketball coach with a distinct 
distaste for losing. 

Dino Gaudfo, a Wake Forest 
assistant, worked with Prosser at 
Central Catholic High in Wheel-
ing, W.Va. In the early stages of 
a season that enped with a state 

dinner, and people invCincin-
nati would walk up to me - and 
she may have actually saved 
somebody's life that day- and 
they would want to know how 
recruiting's going. 

"What she ( did) is infinitely 
more important than what I 
do." 

Players remember him as the 
ultimate player's coach. 

"He's more than just a coach 
to us;' said Steve Lepore, a former 
player at Wake Forest "He told us 
that he'll always have our backs, 
no matter how long we've been 
gone or graduated. He said he's 
going to be a good friend of ours, 
and he's going to back us up:' 

• Dan Collins can be reached 
at 727- 7323 or at dcolllns 
@ws.Journal.com. 

championship, Prosser's team 
lost a game in Ohio. 

"The kids were in the show-
ers in the locker room chatting 
a little bit," Gaudio said years 
later, "and he felt they weren't 
taking the loss hard enough. He 
walked into the shower. It had a 
curb on it holding in this much 
water:' 

Gaudio held his hands 6 inch· 
es apart. 

"I'll never forget when he 
walked back out. His shoes were 
soaked, and so were his pants, up 
to his ankles, but he got his point 
across to those kids that we don't 
take losing like that. He's always 
taken it incredibly, incredibly 
hard. I think he takes it hard be-
cause he always blames himself. 
You'll never hear him, anywhere 
he's been, blame the kids:' 

Nobody blames anybody 
today, but lots of people take los-
ing Skip Prosser very, very hard. 

• Lenox Rawlings can be 
reached at lrawllngs@wsjournal 
.com. 



' the 00 uys' 
ACC coaches are 
stunned, saddened 
by death of Prosser 
By Bill Cole 
JOURNAL REPORTE~ 

The people who came to know Skip 
Prosser in the last six years valued him as 
much for his friendship and company as 
they did for his ability to build a basketball 
team. 

Rival ACC coaches, former Wake Forest 
players and area high-school coaches were 
deeply shocked and saddened by Prosser's 
death yesterday, after he collapsed in his on-
campus office. Prosser was 56. 

"It's another jolt, and it happened to a 
good guy;' Billy Packer, CBS Television's col-
lege-basketball analyst and a former Wake 
Forest-player, said. "He was an all-around 
neat guy. The last 
two years, even 
when he had some 
adversity, people 
still had tremen-
dous respect for 
his coaching abil-
itf' 

Packer wit-
nessed Prosser's 
resolve and deter-
mination as Wake 
Forest struggled 
through the last 
two ACC seasons 
and missed the 
NCAA Tourna-
mentStill, Prosser 
had recruited 

"Today the 
world has lost 

not just an 
outstanding 
basketball 

coach, but a 
great person 

and great 
friend." 
Roy Williams 

relentlessly in putting together his last two 
freshman classes and in starting on his 2008 
recruiting class. 

Despite the troubles, Packer said he never 
saw Prosser change as a coach or person. 

"Skip has been consistent in that he was 
in first place in the league, and he was also 
• • 1 , t .JJ"" 1 • 1 ...... I• t 1 ........................... 



saw Prosser change as a coach or person. 
"Skip has been consistent in that he was 

in first place in the league, and he was al o 
in last place;· Packer said. "And in both ca es, 
he was highly respected for his ability as a 
coach and highly respected as a person. 

"And I don't think there are many guy 
that have fallen in that category." 

JOURNAL FllE PHOTO 
Skip Prosser and Roy WIiiiams shared a llght moment before an NBA preseason game between the Spurs and the Wizards at Joel Coliseum In 2005. 

Coach Roy Williams of North Carolina 
said, "Today the world has lost not just an 
outstanding basketball coach, but a great 
person and great friend. I was fortunate to 
be friends with him even before I came back 
to Carolina. 

SHOCKED: Prosser's ex-players take news hard "Over these last four seasons there have 
been several occasions on which he was 
the first coach to call and offer his heartfelt 
congratulations. I'll always remember him 
calling after the 2006 season to say what a 
great job we had done after -losing all the 
players from the championship team. That 
call meant so much to have come from an-
other coach. This April, I heard from a hun-
dred or so coaches after the Hall ofFame an-
nouncement, and Skip was the first to call. 
But Skip was someone who will be measured 
in terms of his actions, not just words. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out torus family. 
The world has lost a great person and great 
family man." 

By John Delong 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Kyle Visser was home in Michi-
gan yesterday when he heard of Skip 
Prosser's death. 

Visser broke down and cried. 
He was still trying to deal with the 

shock and sadness last night, after 
spending much of the afternoon 
talking to former teammates and 
members of the Wake Forest bas-
ketball family. 

"It's tough;' Visser said in a tele-
phone interview. "I've had some 
wonderful coaches and he's at the 
top of the list. More than anything, 
he was a father figure to me. I won't 
remember him for the basketball he 
taught me or the games and all that, 
I'll remember more the life lessons. 
We'd sit down and the biggest thing 
with him was character. He was a 
character guy. It wasn't Xs and Os 
all the time, it was about how to live 
your ~e and how to be a good per-
son. 

"He was a character guy.It 
wasn't Xs and Os all the time, 
it was about how to live your 

life and how to be a good 
person." 
Kyle Visser 

on his relationship with Skip Prosser 

"He was a religious man, a man 
of faith and a man of family. And I 
think that's the biggest thing:' 

Visser was the Deacons' leading 
scorer and rebounder this past sea-
son. He was one of the few players 
who was recruited by Prosser and 
played his entire four-year career 
under Prosser. Prosser came to Wake 
Forest in 2001. 

"I had a wonderful four years, 

and he was the reason I chose to 
go there:' Visser said. "He recruited 
me, and for four years, he was like a 
father to me. You know, having my 
parents back in Michigan, he was 
the guy I really looked up to, and a 
lot of times he was the guy I had to 
respond to. I'd get in trouble if I did 
something wrong or whatever it was, 
because he was the discipline per-
son in my life. 

Giants def eat Braves; 
Bonds goes homerless 
Rookie Lincecum-improves mark to 6-2 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ~gains~ the wall b:iit ex_!ended his 

"We had our struggles at times, 
but I wouldn't change anything, any 
of it, for the world. I wouldn't have 
wanted any other coach in my col- · 
lege career. I know how much his 
desire to win was. And I know how 
much his desire to be a good man 
was. 

"It's just so shocking;' Visser said. 
"I probably had 50 calls and 50 text 
messages in the two hours after I 
heard the news. That shows you how 
much everybody cared. He was very 
popular, just a great man:' 

Other former players paid similar 
tributes. 

John Buck, a walk-on who played 
from 2003 through '06, talked about 
the influence Prosser has had on his 
life and career. 

"He's the most honest person I've 
ever met," Buck said. "When I came 
to Wake I knew I wasn't talented 
enough to play ACC basketball, but 
I had a talk with him and he told 

See PLAYERS, Page Cl 

Coach Leonard Hamilton of Florida State 
met Prosser when Prosser was coaching at 
Xavier, the school he left in 2001 for Wake 
Forest. Hamilton considered Prosser an out-
standing coach at any level of play and in any 
conference. 

"I'm speechless," Hamilton said. "Over 
the many years I have been in coaching, I 
have been fortunate to get to know a lot of 
people, and Skip Prosser was one of the great 
people in this business. Not only was he a 
great person, but he was a great coach. 

"My respect for him grew when he be-

Ste COACHES, Page C3 

Vick asks public to 
'wait for the facts' 

Recruiting 
2007 

The Journal's 
annual review of 
football and bas-
ketball recruiting 
in the ACC and at 
other in-state Divi-
sion I programs 

He enters a plea of 
'nnt <T11ilt1;' tn nil 

room, where his career as a Star 
quarterback and his freedom are 
in jeopardy. 
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caine a coach in the ACC and I was able to 
know him even better as a person. He had 
such a way with people; this is something I 
learned from him and what I will miss the 
most about him:' 

Prosser had been in Orlando on a re-
cruiting trip and had lunch Wednesday 
with Dave Odom, his predecessor at Wake 
Forest, and other coaches. Odom, .now at 
South Carolina, said that he and Prosser 
had a bond because of basketball and Wake 
Forest. 

"I'm in shock;' Odom said. "I was so 
pleased when Wake Forest chose Skip as 
their new basketball coach six years ago. I 
knew he was a great coach and a really fipe 
person and family man. He was the right fit 
for Wake Forest. 

"As a coach and a real friend, I will miss 
him greatly. He touched so many lives, in~ 
eluding mine:' 

Sidney Lowe, N.C. State's coach, said that 
Prosser's death was a tremendous loss for 
the ACC and for college basketball. Oliver 
Purnell, Clemson's coach, said yesterday 
was a sad and tragic day for all of college 
basketball. 

"Skip Prosser was one of the best and 
brightest basketball coaches in the country; 
Purnell said. "He was successful because 
of his work ethic, great personality and his 
personal integrity in every aspect of his life. 
He was a genuine person. 

"We were fierce competitors for many 
years during my career at Clemson and 
Dayton. But when that game or season 
ended, he was my friend:' 

Commissioner John Swofford of the ACC 

PLAYERS 
Continued From Page Cl 

me I'd get a shot if I worked hard. He gave 
me that shot and I wound up having the 
best four years of my life. 

"The experience he gave me, that's some-
thing he didn't have to do, but he did, and 
I'll be forever grateful. A part of my Wake 
Forest experience definitely died today. I 
had a lot of great times, but going back will 
never be the same again." 

Buck is now coaching at Long Island Lu-
theran High School in New York. 

"I wasn't sure what I wanted to do when 
I left Wake and he is the reason I got into 
teaching and coaching," Buck said. 

"We talked before I left and he told me 
about how he came up through the high-
school ranks, and he talked about having 
passion for what you're doing, and inspiring 
kids and he talked about the value of hard 

said that the conference lost a bright coach 
and an outstanding person. 

"The entire sports world, particularly 
those associated with Wake Forest Univer-
sity and the (ACC), are shocked and sad-
dened by this tragic news;' Swofford said. 
"Skip was a great friend and colleague who 
always had a ready smile. I always thought 
of him as a 'renaissance' man. 

"He had such varied interests in life. He 
was truly a teacher, never forgetting the fact 
that he rose out of the high-school ranks 
to become one of college basketball's best 
coaches and leaders .... n 

Dean Buchan exchanged text messages 
with Prosser yesterday morning. Buchan, 
the former sports-information director 
at Wake Forest who recently became the 
sports-information director at Georgia 
Tech, said he was driving to his office in 
Atlanta when he heard Bobby Cremins, a 
former Georgia Tech coach, compliment 
Prosser during a radio interview. 

Buchan worked almost daily with the 
Wake Forest basketball program for the 
last six years and said he saw Prosser treat 
everyone in the athletics department with 
unchanging respect. 

"He treated his coaching staff well, but 
he treated everybody well and appreci-
ated what they did: your academic coun-
selor, your sports-information director, your 
trainer, your support staff people;' Buchan 
said. 

"He often referred to those people, when 
he would introduce them to somebody, as 
'The best trainer or the best academic coun-
selor on the planet: He always made you 
feel that way. With me and several others 
in the department, it was more than just 
a working relationship. He became a true 
friend:' 

One of the first high-school coaches that 

work. That's the thing I think about when 
I think about him, what a hard worker he 
was. My senior year was a tough year and 
some people were on him, and that just 
burned me up because I knew how lucky 
Wake Forest was to have him for a coach. 
I'll.guarantee you nobody worked harder 
than he did that year. And even the year we 
were No. 1, he worked harder than anyone. 
He was always working on ways to make 
us better:' 

Buck said he had a conversation yes-
terday with another former walk-on, Scott 
Benken, who played in 2003 and '04. 

"I don't mean this to sound insensitive, 
but we were talking about how hard-work-
ing Skip was and we agreed, right now Skip 
would be looking down and wanting the 
guys to get back into the gym and work on 
their game tomorrow;' Buck said. "That's 
how he always was. He was always pushing. 
He never gave up:' 

Prosser's three products from Wake For-

Prosser called after arriving at Wake Forest 
in the spring of 2001 was Freddy Johnson of 
Greensboro Day School. Prosser and John-
son went to dinner then because Prosser 
wanted to meet one of the state's most suc-
cessful high-school coaches. They went 
to dinner many times after that for other 
reasons. . 

Johnson said that Prosser would call him 
even during the season and drive to Greens-
boro to go to dinner and talk about basket-
ball and other matters, even when he wasn't 
recruiting a Greensboro Day player. 

"He was about as good a person as you 
could ever deal with," Johnson said. "He 
was very sincere. My two kids both looked 
at Wake Forest - even though they're going 
to Carolina - and he took time out to talk to 
both of them about the school. He treated 
my kids as well as he would his recruits:' 

Johnson was invited to Wake Forest re-
cently when Prosser played host to a benefit 
for cancer research. 

"He was one of the good guys;' Johnson 
said. "He treated me the same way from the 
first day he got the job until the last time I 
spoke to him, which was about two weeks 
ago. 

"He's as good a person as you could 
deal with. I'm in shock still, and I've known 
about (his death) for quite some time. Skip 
Prosser is as good as gold. He cared about 
you as a coach, as a person, he cared about 
your family. 

"When you would go over and watch 
practice, he would come over and ask you 
what you thought of practice. And he sin-
cerely wanted your input. You couldn't ask 
for a better person representing the univer-
sity:' 

• Bill Cole can be reached at bcole@ 
wsJournal.com. 

est in the NBA- Josh Howard of the Dallas 
Mavericks, Darius Songaila of the Wash-
ington Wizards, and Chris Paul of the New 
Orleans Hornets - couldn't be reached for 
comment. 

Paul, on the way to Winston-Salem-from 
New York last night, issued a statement 
through his agent. 

"I am devastated to hear the news about 
Coach Prosser," Paul said. "His passing is a 
tremendous loss for the entire Wake Forest 
community. He played a very significant 
role in my life, and his influence extended 
well beyond the game of basketball. He 
taught me many valuable life lessons, and 
was someone I admired with the utmost 
respect. My thoughts and prayers go out 
to his wife, Nancy, and the entire Prosser 
family:· 

• John Delong can be reached at 
Jdelong@wsJournal.com. 
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WAS CONSISTENT: PACKER SAYS PROSSER NEVER CHANGED 

'One of the Good Guys' 

JCMi.WfUPhOTO 
SkJp Prouer and Roy WIiiiama ahared • nei,t moment before .n NBA preseaaon came between the Spur. and the Wizards et Joel Coliseum In 2005. 

SHOCKED: Prosser's ex-players take news hard 
Kyle Visser was home in Michi-

gan yesterday when be beard of Skip 
Prosser's death. 

Visser broke down and cried. 
He was still trying to deal with the 

shock and sadness last nigh~ after 
spending much of the afternoon 
talking to former teammates and 
members of the Wake Forest bas-
ketball family. 

'It's tough; Visser said in a tele-
phone interview. "I've had some 
wonderful coaches and he's at the 
top of the list. More than anything, 
he was a father figure to me. I won't 
remember him for the basketball he 
taught me or the games and all that, 
I'll remember more the life lessons. 
We'd sit down and the biggest thing 
with him was character. He was a 
character guy. It wasn't Xs and Os 
all the time, it was about how to live 
your life and how to be a good per-
son. 

"He was a character guy.It 
wasn'tXs and Os al,l the time, 
it was about lww to live your 

life and Jww t.o be a good 
person." 
l(yle Vbser 

on his relationship with Skip Prosser 

"He was a religious man, a man 
of faith and a man of family. And I 
think that's the biggest thing." 

Visser was the Deacons' leading 
scorer and rebounder this past sea-
son. He was one of the few players 
who was recruited by Prosser and 
played his entire four-year career 
under Prosser. Prosser came to Wake 
Forest In 2001. 

•1 had a wonderful four years, 

and he was the reason I chose to 
go there,' Visser said. "He recruited 
me, and for four years, he was like a 
father to me. You know, having my 
parents back in Michigan, he was 
the guy I really looked up to, and a 
lot of times he was the guy I had to 
respond to. I'd get in trouble if I did 
something wrong or whatever It was, 
because he was the discipline per-
son In my life. 

"We had our struggles at times, 
butlwouldn'tchangeanything. any 
of it, for the world. I wouldn't have 
wanted any other coach in my col-
lege career. 1 know how much his 
desire to win was. And I know how 
much his desire to be a good man 
was. 

'It's just so shocking." V1Sser said. 
'I probably had 50 calls and 50 text 
messages in the two hours after I 
beard the news. That shows you how 
much everybody cared. He was very 
popular, just a great man.· 

Other former players paid similar 
tributes. 

John Buck, a wallc-on who played 
from 2003 through '06, tallced about 
the influence Prosser has had on hls 
life and career. 

'He's the most honest person I've 
ever met,' Buck said. 'When I came 
to Wake I knew I wasn't talented 
enough to play ACC basketball, but 
I had a talk with him and he told 

S.. PUYERS, Pap C3 

ACC coaches are 
stunned, saddened 
by death of Prosser 

The people who came to know Skip 
Prosser in the last six years valued him as 
much for his friendship and company as 
they did for his ability to build a basketball 
team. 

Rival ACC coaches, former Wake Forest 
players and area high-school coaches were 
deeply shocked and saddened by Presser's 
death yesterday, after he collapsed In his on-
campus office. Prosser was 56. 

'It's another jolt, and it happened to a 
good guy,' Billy Packer, CBS Television's col-
lege-basketball analr,t and a former Wake 
Forest-player, said. He was an all-around 
neat guy. The last 
two years, even 
when he had some 
adversity, people 
still had tremen-
dous respect for 
his coaching abil-
ity.· 

Packer wit-
nessed Prosser's 
resolve and deter-
mination as Wake 
Forest struggled 
through the last 
two ACC seasons 
and missed the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment Still, Prosser 
had recruited 

"Today the 
world has lost 

rwtjustan 
outstanding 
basketball 

coach, but a 
great person 

and great 
friend." 
Roy Wllllams 

relentlessly in putting together his last two 
freshman classes and in starting on his 2008 
recruiting class. 

Despite the troubles, Packer said he never 
saw Prosser change as a coach or person. 

'Skip has been consistent in that he was 
In first place In the league, and he was also 
In last place; Packer said. "And in both cases, 
he was highly respected for his ability as a 
coach and hlghly respected as a person. 

'And I don't think there are many guys 
that have fallen in that category.• 

Coach Roy Williams of Nonh Carolina 
said, •Today the world has lo t not just an 
outstanding basketball coach, but a great 
person and great friend. I was fonunate to 
be friends with him even before I came back 
to Carolina. 

'Over these last four seasons there have 
been several occasions on which he was 
the first coach to call and offer his heartfelt 
congratulations. I'll always remember him 
calling after the 2006 season to say what a 
great job we had done after losing all the 
players from the championship team. That 
call meant so much 10 have come from an-
other coach. This April, I heard from a hun-
dred or so coaches after the Hall of Fame an-
nouncement, and Skip was ti\e first to call. 
But Skip was someone who will be measured 
in terms of his actions, not Just words. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to1tls family. 
The world has lost a great person and great 
family man." 

Coach Leonard Hamilton ofFlorida State 
met Prosser when Prosser was coaching at 
Xavie~ the school he left in 2001 for Wake 
Forest Hamilton considered Prosser an out-
standing coach at any level of play and in any 
conference. 

·rm speechless: Hamilton said. ·over 
the many years I have be~n In coaching, J 
have been fortunate to get to know a lot of 
people, and Skip Prosser was one of the great 
people in this business. Not only was he a 
great person, but he was a great coach. 

•My respect for him grew when he be-

S.. COACHB, Pact C3 
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WAS CONSISTENT: PACKER SAYS PROSSER NEVER CHANGED 

'One of the Good Guys' 
ACC coaches are 
stunned, saddened 
by death of Prosser 
By BIii Cole 
JOIJRN,IJ. R£P0RTEN 

The people who came to know Skip 
Prosser in the last six years valued him as 
much for hls friendship and company as 
they did for hls ability to build a basketball 
team. 

Rival ACC coaches, former Wake Forest 
players and area high-school coaches were 
deeply shocked and saddened by Prosser's 
death yesterday, after he collapsed in his on-
campus office. Prosser was 56. 

"It's another jolt, and it happened to a 
good guy; Billy Packe~ CBS Television's col-
lege-basketball analyst and a former Wake 
Forest-player, said. "He was an all-around 
neat guy. The last 
two years, even 
whenhehadsome "Today the 
adversity, people world has lost 
still had tremen-
dous respect for 
his coaching abil-
ity.• 

Packer wit -

not just an 
outstanding 

hndtPfhnll 



.IOURNAL ALE PHOTO 

Skip Pros1er and Roy WIiiiams shared a light moment before an NBA preseason game between the Spurs and the Wizards at Joel Coliseum In 2005. 

SHOCKED: Prosser's ex-players take news hard 
Kyle Visser was home in Michi-

gan yesterday when he heard of Skip 
Prosser's death. 

Visser broke down and cried. 
He was still trying to deal with the 

shock and sadness last night, after 
spending much of the afternoon 
talking to former teammates and 
members of the Wake Forest bas-
ketball family. 

•it's tough; Visser said in a tele-
phone interview. ' I've had some 
wonderful coaches and he's at the 
top of the list. More than anything. 
he was a father figure to me. I won't 
remember him for the basketball he 
taught me or the games and all that, 
I'll remember more the life lessons. 
We'd sit down and the biggest thing 
with him was character. He was a 
character guy. It wasn't Xs and Os 
all the time, it was about how to live 
your life and how to be a good per-
son. 

"He was a character guy.It 
wasn'tXs and Os all the time, 
it was about how to live your 

life and lww to be a good 
person." 
Kyle Visser 

on his relationship with Sklp Prosser 

'He was a religious man, a man 
of faith and a man of family. And I 
think that's the biggest thing.' 

Visser was the Deacons' leading 
scorer and rebounder this past sea-
son. He was one of the few players 
who was recruited by Prosser and 
played his entire four-year career 
under Prosser. Prosser came to Wake 
Forest in 2001. 

' I had a wonderful four years, 

and he was the reason I chose to 
go there," Visser said. "He recruited 
me, and for four years, he was like a 
father to me. You know, having my 
parents back in Michigan, he was 
the guy I really looked up to, and a 
lot of times he was the guy I had to 
respond to. I'd get in trouble If! did 
something wrong or whateverit was, 
because he was the discipline per-
son in my life. 

"We had our struggles at times, 
but I wouldn't change anything. any 
of it, for the world. I wouldn't have 
wanted any other coach in my col- · 
lege career. I know how much his 
desire to win was. And I know how 
much his desire to be a good man 
was. 

"It's just so shocking." V1Sser said. 
'I probably had 50 calls and 50 text 
messages in the rwo hours after I 
heard the news. That shows you how 
much everybody cared. He was very 
popular, just a great man.· 

Other former players paid similar 
tributes. 

John Buck. a walk-on who played 
from 2003 through '06, talked about 
the influence Prosser has had on his 
life and career. 

"He's the most honest person I've 
ever met,' Buck said. "When I came 
to Wake I knew I wasn't talented 
enough to play ACC basketball, but 
I had a talk with him and he told 

See PlAYEJIS, Pip C3 

ACC coaches are 
stunned, saddened 
by death of Prosser 

The people who came to know SkiJ 
Prosser in the last six years valued him a 
much for his friendship and company a 
they did for his ability to build a basketba 
team. 

Rival ACC coaches, former Wake Fom 
players and area high-school coaches wer 
deeply shocked and saddened by Prosser' 
death yesterday, after he collapsed in hls on 
campus office. Prosser was 56. 

"It's another jolt, and it happened to 
good guy; Billy Packer, CBS Television's col 
lege-basketball analyst and a former Wak 
Forest-player, said. •He was an all-aroun 
neat guy. The last 
two years, even 
when he had some 
adversity, people 
still had tremen-
dous respect for 
his coaching abil-
ity.· 

Packer wit-
nessed Prosser's 
resolve and deter-
mination as Wake 
Forest struggled 
through the last 
rwo ACC seasons 
and missed the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment. Still, Prosser 
had recruited 

"Today the 
world has lost 

not just an 
outstanding 

basketball 
coach, but a 
great person 

and great 
friend." 
Roy Williams 

relentlessly in putting together his last tY. 
freshman classes and in starting on his 20( 
recruiting class. 

Despite the troubles, Packer said he nevi 
saw Prosser change as a coach or person. 

•skip has been consistent in that he w. 
in first place in the league, and he was al• 
in last place; Packer said. •And in both cas 
he was highly respected for his ability as 
coach and highly respected as a person. 

'And I don't think there are many gu: 
that have fallen in that category.' 

Coach Roy Williams of North Carolir 
said, "Today the world has lost not just a 
outstanding basketball coach, but a gre 
person and great friend. I was fortunate 
be friends with him even before I came ba, 
to Carolina. 

'Over these last four seasons there ha• 
been several occasions on whjch he w, 
the first coach to call and offer his heartfi 
congratulations. I'll always remember hi 
calling after the 2006 season to say what 
great job we had done after losing all ti 
players from the championship team. Th 
call meant so much to have come from 81 
other coach. This April, I heard from a hui 
dred or so coaches after the Hall of Fame a: 
nouncemeot, and Skip was tne first to ca 
But Skip was someone who will be measur, 
in terms of his actions, not just words. O• 
thoughts and prayers go out to1tis farnil 
The world has lost a great person and gre 
family man.' 

Coach Leonard Hamilton of Florida Sta 
met Prosser when Prosser was coaching 
Xavier, the school he left in 2001 for Wal 
Forest. Hamilton considered Prosser an Ol 
standing coach at any level of play and in 81 
conference. 

'I'm speechless; Hamilton said. •ov 
the many years I have been in coaching 
have been fortunate to get to know a lot 
people, and Skip Prosser was one of the grE 
people in this business. Not only was hE 
great person, but he was a grea1 coach. 

•My respect for him grew when he b 
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came a coach in the ACC and I was able to 
know him even better as a person. He had 
such a way with people; this is something I 
learned from him and what I will miss the 
most about him." 

Prosser had been in Orlando on a re-
cruiting trip and had lunch Wednesday 
with Dave Odom, his predecessor at Wake 
Forest, and other coaches. Odom, now at 
South Carolina, said that he and Prosser 
had a bond because of basketball and Wake 
Forest. 

"I'm in shock;' Odom said. "I was so 
pleased when Wake Forest chose Skip as 
their new basketball coach six years ago. I 
knew he was a great coach and a really fipe 
person and family man. He was the right fit 
for Wake Forest. 

''As a coach and a real friend, I will miss 
him greatly. He touched so many lives, in-
cluding mine:' 

Sidney Lowe, N.C. State's coach, said that 
Prosser's death was a tremendous loss for 
the ACC and for college basketball. Oliver 
Purnell, Clemson's coach, said yesterday 
was a sad and tragic day for all of college 
basketball. 

"Skip Prosser was one of the best and 
brightest basketball coaches in the country," 
Purnell said. "He was successful because 
of his work ethic, great personality and his 
personal integrity in every aspect of his life. 
He was a genuine person. 

"We were fierce competitors for many 
years during my career at Clemson and 
Dayton. But when that game or season 
ended, he was my friend:' 

Commissioner John Swofford of the ACC 

· PLAYERS 
j Continued From Page Cl 

me I'd get a shot if I worked hard. He· gave 
me that shot and I wound up having the 
best four years of my life. 

"The experience he gave me, that's some-
thing he didn't have to do, but he did, and 
I'll be forever grateful. A part of my Wake 
Forest experience definitely died today. I 
had a lot of great times, but going back will 
never be the ·same again:' 

Buck is now coaching at Long Island Lu-
theran High School in New York. 

"I wasn't sure what I wanted to do when 
I left Wake and he is the reason I got into 
teaching and coaching," Buck said. 

"We talked before I left and he told me 
about how he came up through the high-
school ranks, and he talked about having 
passion for what you' re doing, and inspiring 
kids and he talked about the value of hard 

said that the conference lost a bright coach 
and an outstanding person. 

"The entire sports world, particularly 
those associated with Wake Forest Univet-
sity and the (ACC), are shocked and sad-
dened by this tragic news;' Swofford said. 
"Skip was a great friend and colleague who 
always had a ready smile. I always thought 
of him as a 'renaissance' man. 

"He had such varied interests in life. He 
was truly.a teacher, never forgetting the fact 
that he rose out of the high-school ranks 
to become one of college basketball's best 
coaches and leaders .... " 

Dean Buchan exchanged text messages 
with Prosser yesterday morning. Buchan, 
the former sports-information director 
at Wake Forest who recently became the 
sports-information director at Georgia 
Tech, said he was driving to his office in 
Atlanta when he heard Bobby Cremins, a 
former Georgia Tech coach, compliment 
Prosser during a radio interview. 
· Buchan worked almost daily with the 

Wake Forest basketball program for the 
last six years and said he saw Prosser treat 
everyone in the athletics department with 
unchanging respect. 

"He treated his coaching staff well, but 
he treated everybody well and appreci-
ated what they did: your academic coun-
selor, your sports-information director, your 
trainer, your support staff people;' Buchan 
said. 

"He often referred to those people, when 
he would introduce them to somebody, as 
'The best trainer or the best academic coun-
selor on the planet: He always made you 
feel that way. With me and several others 
in the department, it was more than just 
a working relationship. He became a true 
friend:' 

One of the first high-school coaches that 

work. That's the thing I think about when 
I think about him, what a hard worker he 
was. My senior year was a tough year and 
some people were on him, and that just 
burned me up because I knew how lucky 
Wake Forest was to have him for a coach. 
I'lf guarantee you nobody worked harde.r 
than he did that year. And even the year we 
were No. 1, he worked harder than anyone. 
He was always working on ways to make 
us better:' 

Buck said he had a conversation yes-
terday with another former walk-on, Scott 
Benken, who played in 2003 and '04. 

"I don't mean this to sound insensitive, 
but we were talking about how hard-work-
ing Skip was and we agreed, right now Skip 
would be looking down and wanting the 
guys to get back into the gym and work on 
their game tomorrow;' Buck said. "That's 
how he always was. He was always pushing. 
He never gave up:' 

Prosser's three products from Wake For-

Prosser called after arriving at Wake Forest 
in the spring of2001 was Freddy Johnson of 
Greensboro Day School. Prosser and John-
son went to dinner then because Prosser 
wanted to meet one of the state's most suc-
cessful high-school coaches. They went 
to dinner many times after that for other 
reasons. . 

Johnson said that Prosser would call him 
even during the season and drive to Greens-
boro to go to dinner and talk about basket-
ball and other matters, even when he wasn't 
recruiting a Greensboro Day player. 

"He was about as good a person as you 
could ever_ deal with," Johnson said. "He 
was very sincere. My two kids both looked 
at Wake Forest - even though they're goin$ 
to Carolina - and he took time out to talk to 
both of them about the school. He treated 
my kids as well as he would his recruits:' 

Johnson was invited to Wake Forest re-
cently when Prosser played host to a benefit 
for cancer research. 

"He was one of the good guys;' Johnson 
said. "He treated me the same way from the 
first day he got the job until the last time I 
spoke to him, which was about two weeks 
ago. 

"He's as good a person as you could 
deal with. I'm in shock still, and I've known 
about (his death) for quite some time. Skip 
Prosser is as good as gold. He cared about 
you as a coach, as a person, he cared about 
your family. 

"When you would go over and watch 
practice, he would come over and ask you 
what you thought of practice. And he sin-
cerely wanted your input You couldn't ask 
for a better person representing the univer-
sity:• 

• Bill Cole can be reached at bcole@ 
wsjournal.com. 

est in the NBA- Josh Howard of the Dallas 
Mavericks, Darius Songaila of the Wash'-
ington Wizards, and Chris Paul of the New 
Orleans Hornets_- couldn't be reached for 
comment. 

Paul, on the way to Wmston-Salemfrom 
New York last night, issued a statement 
through his agent. 

"I am devastated to hear the news about 
Coach Prosser;' Paul said. "His passing is a 
tremendous loss for the entire Wake Forest 
community. He played a very significant 
role in my life, and his influence extended 
well beyond the game of basketball. He 
taught me many valuable life lessons, and 
was someone I admired with the utmost 
respect. My thoughts and prayers go out 
to his wife, Nancy, and the entire Prosser 
family:' 

• John Delong can be reached at 
Jdelong@wsJournal.com. 
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FOND MEMORIES: SKIP PROSSER RECAUED AS A MAN WHO CARm 

'He Was Amazing' 

]006.rW.. PHOTO BY LM.IREN C\RROU. 
s i,dents and alumni covered the trees of the quad at Wake Forest University with toilet paper early yesterday In memory of Coach Skip Prosser, who died Thursday. 

Campus life goes on 
as fans mourn loss 
Judging by the hordes of joyous kids scurrying to 

summer camps yesterday, Wake Forest Athlet-
ics Director Ron Wellman was right. Life indeed 
would proceed despite the death of Skip Prosser, 

the school's beloved head basketball coach. 

Scott 
Sexton 

"Because of his strength, we'll be 
able to go on, and we'll be just fine 
evenrually; Wellman said at a news 
conference Thursday night. "We're 
not right now. We're all suffering 
right now.• 

Those words echoed in the mind 
of David Curameng. a rising WFU 
senior from Fayeneville as he paused 
yesterday for a moment of silent re-
flection on the campus quad. 

·1 just wanted to stop and show 
my respect," Curameng said. "I re-

member being a freshman and seeing him walk by, 
the guy I'd seen on TV so many times. He smiled and 
waved like I was somebody, not just some freshman. 

"Like everybody else, I never expected anything like 
this could happen. We're all shocked." 

The stately trees in the quad were still snowed 
under by hundreds of rolls of toilet paper, as if the 
students were celebrating one of Wake's biggest wins 
rather than mourning one of its greatest losses. 

Bouquets of yellow flowers were piled near a photo 
of Prosser and a hand-lettered "Thanks for the Memo-

See SEXTON, "-'' A9 

JOURhAL PttOTO B't' BAta Cl1N'MAN 
A memorial honors Prosser, while Mike Muse, the basketball operations manager, pauses to rellect. 

DECEIVING: Even a person who looks 
/ ~:~!!!z may have uruf1.~~!~¥!::.~<:.r:!L .. 

JOURNAL R£PORTER blocks a blood vessel. That bloclcage sends the 
Skip Prosser was 56 and appeared relatively heart into what some doctors call an "electrical 

healthy when he suffered a fatal heart attack storm" in the heart, when the pumping become 
Thursday. abnormal and irregular. 

But people who have heart anaclcs at a Statistics from tfie heart association show 
younger age are more likely to experience what that about 325,000 people die each year of heart 
is called "sudden cardiac death; cardiologists attacks in emergency rooms or without reach-
said yesterday. The average age of people who ing a hospital. Most of the deaths are sudden. 
experience sudden cardiac death is 60, accord-
mg to the American Heart Association. The chance of surviving such an attack is 

Such anaclcs come with little or no warning. SN HEART, Pap A9 
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rles Skip• sign in a small but 
growing impromptu memorial. 
. Thinking beyond wins ( and 
losses), Curameng chose to re-
member the way Prosser went 
about building support for his 
program. 

Under previous Coach Dave 
Odom. basketball games took 
on the ambiance of an alumni 
wine-and-cheese gathering. Not 
so with Prosser. He wanted un-
dergraduates at the games, and 
he wanted them in full voice. 

He arranged for students to 
sit en masse wearing their now-
trademarked, gold-and-black 
tie- dyed T-shirts. He OK'ed the 
raucous, Harley-fueled entrance 
by the Demon Deacon mascot 

"I remember getting e-mails 
from him,' Curameng said. 
'He sent them to the students 
and encouraged us to stay with 
them. Even If we were losing. 
he always told us that better 
days were coming. He was just 
so positive." 

For us locals with no con-
nections to the university other 
than proximJty, Prosser made 
•ure that Wake games were a 

happening. a fun and exciting 
way to wile away otherwise 
dark winter nights. 

Chance meetlnc 
Myra Shore took the night 

offThursdayfromherjob at 
Wake Forest University Baptist 
Medical Center after she heard 
the news. 

No ordinary Wake Forest fan, 
Shore was devastated and not 
shy about letting her emotions 
show. She bad struck up a friend-
ship with the coach and his wife 
because of a chance meeting 
shortly after the Prossers moved 
to Winston-Salem. 

·Nancy came into Bocock 
(the Bocock-Stroud Co. sport-
ing-goods store on Deacon 
Boulevard) to buy some whis-
tles for Skip's camp,' said Shore, 
who was working in sales at 
the time. 'I recognized her 
from a picture and said 'You're 
Mrs. Prosser: She said, 'No, I'm 
Nancy:• 

The women had a short con-
versation, Shore said. •From 
then on, we were friends." 

She got to know Skip Prosser 
some, too, and an already deep 
affection for Wake Forest grew 
stronget Shore became an even 
bigger fan when Prosser and his 
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wife visited her in the hospital 
after she had brain surgery in 
March 2004. 

•11 was the day after they lost to 
St Joe's in the Sweet 1s; she said. 
'He didn't have to do that with 
everything else be had going on. 

'But that was the thing 

about him. He always made 
you feel like you were the most 
important thing in the world no 
matter what else he had on his 
mind. He was amazing." 

Prosser was indeed. Few who 
ever talked to him for more than 
minute would dispute that. 

Wellman is right: Life goes 
on. It's just been a whole lot sad-
der for such fans as Curameng 
and Shore, some of the little 
people touched by a big man. 

• Scott Sexton can be reached 
at 727-7481 or at HextonOws 
Journal.com. 
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• Aln,s helplAg: Prosser an 
his wife were friends ohni' 
mals, too, C1 . 
• CoY1rlng Wlkt forest llls-
kttiall: Journal reporter Da 
Collins reminisces, C1 . 
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about 5 percent, and the chance 
of someone surviving a sudden 
heart attack drops fast with each 
minute that passes. CPR and de-
fibrillators should be used im-
mediately, if possible, because 
even 10 minutes without them 
could be too Jong. said Dr. Wil-
liam Kraus, a cardiologist at Duke 
University Medical Center. 

Sudden cardiac death is more 
likely to occur during exercise or 
during the hour after, but it also is 
more likely to strike people who 
don't exercise regularly and then 
ao something strenuous, such as 
shoveling snow, Kraus said. 

Prosser, the Wake Forest 
basketball coach, had recently 
rerurned from a jog Thursday af-
ternoon when a Wake Forest staff 
member found him unconscious. 
He could not be revived by CPR 
or a defibrillator. 

The most common cause of 
sudden cardiac death is coronary 
heart disease, or fatty buildups in 
the arteries that supply blood to 
the heart. 

"Statistically, it makes sense 
that (Prosser) had an underlying 
problem; said Dr. RobenApple-
gate, a cardiologist at Wake For-
est University Baptist Medical 
Center. 

But there are less common 
reasons, too, such as physical ab-
normalities of the heart, a condi-
tion that is more likely in younger 
victims. Cardiologists said that 
the exact cause of Prosser's death 
won't be known unless there's an 
autopsy. 

"Mr. Prosser might have an 
exam yesterday, and everything 
that could h.tve been done was 
done: Kraus said. 

"Prevention is an inexact sci~ 
ence now. Risk factors are exactly 
that. They are not by any means 
100 percent," he said. 

In 2004, 147,000 Americans 
who were younger than 65 died 
of heart disease. 

Sudden cardiac death is more 
likely to occur in men. Fifty per-
cent of men who die suddenly of 
heart disease have no symptoms 
- in other cases, people some-
times experience chest pain or 
other warning signs. 

In their 50s and 60s, men are 
more susceptible to a heart attack 
than women, but women start to 
edge them out once they head 
into their 60s and ?Os. 

"Most people who have had 
sudden cardiac deaths have had 
some form of heart problem. 
Unfonunately,in many of these 
patients it's gone unrecognized: 
Applegate said. "There are lots of 
factors that contribute to heart 
disease that we just don't have a 
handle on yet.• 

Men older tban40 and women 
olderthan 50 should be screened 
for the risk factors that doctors do 
know about, he said. 

Though many factors cannot 
be changed - age, gender and 
genes - others can. Such behav-
iors as smoking. eating foods that 
contribute to high cholesterol 
and high blood pressure, and a 
sedentary lifestyle contribute to 
heart disease. 

People who have diabetes 
are also at a higher risk for heart 
problems. 

Doctors suggest yearly physi-
cals, stress and blood tests, and 
paying attention to symptoms 
such as shormess of breath and 
even indigestion because they 
might be a sign of something 
other than heartburn. 

• laura Giovanelli can 
be reached ar 727-7302 or at 
lglovanelll@w1Journal.com. 
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FOND MEMORIES: SKIP PROSSER RECALLED AS A MAN WHO CARED 

JOURNAL PHOTO BY LAUREN CARROlt 
St udents and alumni covered the trees of the quad at Wake Forest University with tollet paper early yesterday In memory of Coach Skip Prosser, who died Thursday. 

Deal 
end 
tax 
fight 
State legislators 
expected to vote 
on budget today 
By James Romoser 
JOURNAL RALEIGH BUREAU 

RALEIGH 
State legislators expect to 

vote today on a $20 billion state 
budget plan, ending months of 
negotiations over how the state 
should raise and pend taxpay-
ers' money in the 2007-08 fiscal 
year. 

The budget is almost a month 
overdue. The main reason for the 
delay has been ,.......~ ----, 
disagreements 
among Demo-
crats - who 
control both 
chambers of 
the legislature 
- over tax-pol-
icy issues. 

But budget M 
leaders say they IKE EASLEY 

have reached a fragile compro-
mise and are confident that the 
budget wiJI be approved, even 
though Republican will likely 
opp~se it ~nd so~e Democrats 



Campus life goes on 
as fans mourn loss 
Judging by the hordes of joyous kids scurrying to 

summer camps yesterday, Wake Forest Athlet-
ics Director Ron Wellman was right. Life indeed 
would proceed despite the death of Skip Prosser, 

the school's beloved head basketball coach. 

:)1\.JU:0, CU C 101 UVUJ VYUCIL LU\.J 

wouJd prefer. If the budget plan 
i approved by the legi lature, 
Gov. Mike Ea ley appears ready 
to sign it into law, saying through 
a spokesman that it is a good 
plan. 

The budget compromise hing-
es on several tax issues. Among 
the most contentious: 

O The statewide sales tax will 
remain at its present level. "Because of his strength, we'll be 

able to go on, and we'll be just fine 
eventually;' Wellman said at a news 
conference Thursday night. "We're 
not right now. We're all suffering 
right now:' 

JOURNAL PHOTO BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 
A memorial honors Prosser, whlle Mike Muse, the basketball operations manager, pauses to reflect. 

0 The state income tax on the 
state's highest earners will be re-
duced slightly. 

Scott 
Sexton 

Those words echoed in the mind 
of David Curameng, a rising WFU 
senior from Fayetteville as he paused 
yesterday for a moment of silent re-
flection on the campus quad. 

"I just wanted to stop and show 
my respect;' Curameng said. "I re-

member being a freshman and seeing him walk by, 
the guy I'd seen on TV so many times. He smiled and 
waved like I was somebody, not just some freshman. 

"Like everybody else, I never expected anything like 
this could happen. We're all shocked:' 

The stately trees in the quad were still snowed 
under by hundreds of rolls of toilet paper, as if the 
students were celebrating one of Wake's biggest wins 
rather than mourning one of its greatest losses. 

Bouquets of yellow flowers were piled near a photo 
of Prosser and a hand-lettered "Thanks for the Memo-

See SEXTON, Page A9 

Pelosi straddles fence 
to get farm bill passed 
Crop subsidies, nutrition both included 

WASHINGTON 
The Democratic-controlled House passed legislation yesterday 

that combines billions. in aid for farmers with money for low-
income nutrition programs, defying a veto threat from President 
Bush over the bill's largesse to crop producers. 

The bill, passed on a vote of 231-191, devotes more money to 
• ..._ . - -·--- - -- -- Ll - -- ---· _ ._ • ..._•._: .... _ .... -~ ,._ .... ,.. ..... Th .. ,.._ ,..._ 

ECEIVING: Even a person who looks l 
healthy may have underlying problems 
By Laura Giovanelli 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Skip Prosser was 56 and appeared relatively 
healthy when he suffered a fatal heart attack 
Thursday. 

But people who have heart attacks at a 
younger age are more likely to experience what 
is called "sudden cardiac death;' cardiologists 
said yesterday. The average age of people who 
experience sudden cardiac death is 60, accord-
ing to the American Heart Association. 

Such attacks come with little or no warning, 

often caused by a dislodged plaque or clot that 
blocks a blood vessel. That blockage sends the 
heart into what some doctors call an "electrical 
storm" in the heart, when the pumping become 
abnormal and irregular. 

Statistics from tne heart association show 
that about325,000 people die each year of heart 
attacks in emergency rooms or without reach-
ing a hospital. Most of the deaths are sudden. 

The chance of surviving such an attack is 
See HEART, Page A9 

County governments will 
get the authority to hold ballot 
referendums on a local sales-tax 
increase or a local tax on real-es-
tate transfers. 

In addition, the gas tax will 
be capped, the tax on tobacco 
products other than cigarettes 
will increase to pay for cancer 
research, and the state will enact 
a version of the federal Earned 
Income Tax Credit, which helps 
the working poor. 

The issues may seem arcane, 
in some cases involving changes 
in tax rates by mere tenths of a 
percent But the decisions affect 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
state revenue, and by extension, 
they determine how much the 
state can spend on education, 
building projects, salary raises 

See BUD(;ET, Page A8 

Targacept aims at 5 ailments 
The Weather 
Partly sunny with scattered 
showers; highs in the upper 
80s, lows near 70. 810 
Antiques ......... .... E3 Movies ............... ES 
Ask flrrrt ... .. ........ £5 Obltuaries ........... B4 
David Bare ........ .. El Police ................ B2 
Classified ........... ll ~7~i~lon ... .......... -~ 

Agreement to develop drugs could bring $1.5 billion in long term 
By M. Paul Jackson 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Targacept Inc. said yesterday 
that it has teamed up with Glaxo-
SmithKline PLC to develop and 
market drugs to treat five disor-
ders, including postoperative 
pain. 

The agreement could bring in 
as much as $1.5 billion to Targa-

nervous system. The company 
was spun out from R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co. in 2000. 

GlaxoSmithKline has already 
paid Targacept $35 million in 
terms of the agreement, which 
includes $20 million in cash and 
$15 million to buy 1.2 million 
shares ofTargacept. 



HEART 
Continued From Page Al 

about 5 percent, and the chance 
of someone surviving a sudden 
heart attack drops fast with each 
minute that passes. CPR and de-
fibrillators should be used im-
mediately, if possible, because 
even 10 minutes without them 
could be too long, said Dr. Wtl-
liam Kraus, a cardiologist at Duke 

$ 
DOUI 
INTEI 

EL 

-g 
University Medical Center. ----

Sudden cardiac death is more 
likely to occur during exercise or 
during the hour after, but it also is 
more likely to strike people who 
don't exercise regularly and then 
o.o something strenuous, such as 
shoveling snow, Kraus said. 

Prosser, the Wake Forest 
basketball coach, had recently 
returned from a jog Thursday af-
ternoon when a Wake Forest staff 
member found him unconscious. 
He could not be revived by CPR 
or a defibrillator. 

The most common cause of 
sudden cardiac death is coronary 
heart disease, or fatty buildups in 
the arteries that supply blood to 
the heart. 

"Statistically, it makes sense 
that (Prosser) had an underlying 
problem;' said DL Robert Apple-
gate, a cardiologist at Wake For-
est University Baptist Medical 
Center. 

But there are less common 
reasons, too, such as physical ab-
normalities of the heart, a condi-
tion that is more likely in younger 
victims. Cardiologists said that 
the exact cause of Prosser's death 
"Won't be known unless there's an 
autopsy. 

"Mr .. Prosser might have an 
exam yesterday, and everything 
that could have been done was 
done,• Kraus said. 

"Prevention is an inexact sci-
ence now. Risk factors are exactly 
that. They are not by any means 
100 percent; he said. 

In 2004, 147,000 Americans 
who were younger than 65 died 
of heart disease. 

Sudden cardiac death is more 
likely to occur in men. Fifty per-
cent of men who die suddenly of 
heart disease have no symptoms 
- in other cases, people some-
times experience chest pain or 
other warning signs. 

In their 50s and 60s, men are 
more susceptible to a heart attack 
than women, but women start to 
edge them out once they he~d 
into their 60s and 70s. . 

"Most people who have h~d 
sudden cardiac deaths have had 
some form of heart problem. 
Unfortunately, in many of these 
patients it's gone unr~c;ognized;' 
Annlon'llfo ooirl "ThorO.-=aTO lntc nf 
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"Statistically; if makes sense 
that (Prosser) had an underlying 
problem:' said Dr. Robert Apple-
gate, a cardiologist at Wake For-
est University Baptist Medical 
Center. : 

But fuere are less common 
reasons, too, such as physical ab-
normalities of the heart, a condi-
tion that is more likely in younger 
victims. Cardiologists said that 
the exact cause of Prosser's death 
won't be known unless there's an 
autopsy. 

"Mr."Prosser might have an 
exam yesterday, and everything 
that could ha've been done was 
done," Kraus said. 

"Prevention is an inexact sci-
ence now. Risk factors are exactly 
that. They are not by any means 
100 percent;' he said. 

In 2004, 147,000 Americans 
who were younger than 65 died 
of heart disease. 

Sudden cardiac death is more 
likely to occur in men. Fifty per-
cent of men who die suddenly of 
heart disease have no symptoms 
- in other cases, people some-
times experience chest pain or 
other warning signs. 

In their sos and 60s, men are 
more susceptible to a heart attack 
than women, but women start to 
edge them out once they head 
into their 60s and 70s. 

"Most people who have had 
sudden cardiac deaths have had 
some form of heart problem. 
Unfortunately, in many of these 
patients it's gone unrecognized; 
Applegate said. "There are lots of 
factors that contribute to heart 
disease that we just don't have a 
handle on yet:' 

Men older than 40 and women 
older than 50 should be screened 
for the risk factors that doctors do 
know about, he said. 

Though many factors cannot 
be changed - age, gender and 
genes - others can. Such behav-
iors as smoking, eating foods that 
contribute to high cholesterol 
and high blood press'!ll"e, and a 
sedentary lifestyle contribute to 
heart disease. 

People who have diabetes 
are also at a higher risk for heart 
problems. 

Doctors suggest yearly physi-
cals, stress and blood tests, and 
paying attention to symptoms 
such as shortness of breath and 
even indigestion because they 
might be a sign of something 
other than heartburn. 

• Laura Giovanelli can 
be reached at 727-7302 or at 
tgtovanelll@wsJournat.com. 
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PROSSER 
Continued From Page A1 

He was good at coaching the game 
of basketball because he was smart and 
driven, and it was vitally important for 
him to be good. Prosser's record at Wake 
Forest was 126-68. The Deacons finished 
----- first in the ACC regu-

lar season in 2002-03, 
the year Prosser was 
named ACC Coach of 
the Year, and played in 
the NCAA Tournament 
in four of his six sea-
sons. Wake Forest was 

!iii ..... ranked in The Associ-
ated Press Top 25 for 60 
straight polls and, early 

in the 2004-05 season, reached the top 
spot for the first time in school history. 

SKIP PROSSER 

Prosser won 31 ACC games in his 
first three seasons at Wake Forest. The 
only conference coaches to win that 
many ACC games as quickly were Roy 
Williams and Bill Guthridge of North 
Carolina. Williams won 34 in his first 
three seasons, Guthridge 32. 

And Prosser, with the help of his staff 
and others in the athletics department, 
breathed new energy and life into Joel 
Coliseum. 

Chris Mack, a former assistant, sug-
gested the idea of home fans wearing a 

Skip Prosser's funeral 
Funeral arrangements have been 

made for Skip Prosser. the Wake For-
est basketball coach who died Thurs-
day. On Monday from 2 to 9 p.m. at 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Clem-
mons there will be a visitation. 

The funeral will be held at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, which will also be at Holy 
Family Catholic Church. 

Both the viewing and the funeral 
are open to the public, a spokesman 
at Hayworth-Miller Funeral Home said. 

Because of the expected heavy 
traffic, Forsyth County sheriff's dept.1-
ties will direct traffic. Alternate park-
Ing will be available. 

Agape Faith Church, River Oaks 
Community Church and West Forsyth 
High School will have their lots open 
to the public. Buses will be running 
continuously from those three loca-
tions to Holy Family. 

Parking at Holy Family will be 
reserved for the handicapped and 
Prosser's family. 

distinctive T-shirt, and that's how the 
Deacons' tie-dye nation came to be. 

Game night at Joel Coliseum became 
a happening, complete with sell-out 
crowds and high-energy basketball. 

"l haven't been here that long, but I 
think it's just been a really special time 
at Wake," assistant Dino Gaudio said 

Friday. "He brought such an excitement 
and reinvigorated everything around 
here.• 

But Gaudio, like Wellman, said that 
Prosser's legacy won't be found in re-
cord books or attendance figures. For as 
good as Prosser was at coaching, Gau-
dio said, be was even bener at living the 
game oflife. 

"I never knew a better man; Gaudio 
said. "And I mean that. I just never knew 
a better man. 

"I'm getting calls from coaches, head 
coaches, from around the country just 
crying on the phone .... 

"He was just a great person, and with 
this business beginning to unravel with 
some of the unsavory stuff that's going 
on, I never heard anybody say a negative 
thing about Skip Prosser. 

"He just had a tremendous positive 
effect on everybody's life.· 

No one was too important, or too 
modest of means or circumstances to 
live well in Skip Prosser's world. 

"He had a genuine joy for people," 
Wellman said Thursday. "It didn't make 
any difference if you were a CEO from a 
Fortune 500 company or you were the 
guy cleaning up in the bleachers after 
the game, Skip enjoyed you. 

"I can't tell you how many people 
told me that 'You know, Skip said "Hi" 
to me today and he asked me how I was 
doing: And it was people who didn't an-
ticipate that because of what they did 

or their role, but he had time for every-
one.· 

His father, George Edward Prosser 
Jr., a signalman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad in Pittsburgh, was a hard mao 
and a hard worker. But no one, Gaudio 
maintains, was ever going to outwork 
Skip Prosser. 

Prosser spent Monday in Las Vegas, 
attending three AAU basketball tourna-
ments. He caught the overnight flight 
to Orlando, Fla., for the MU National 
Championships. 

Gaudio picked him up at the airport 
at6:30a.m. 

"And he been up all night now," Gau-
dio said. "And he worked all day Tues-
day until the last game was over at 10:15 
and we went back to the hotel." 

On Wednesday, Prosser got up early 
for his regular run. 

"And we met at eight o'clock for 
breakfast," Gaudio said. "He was sweaty 
and he had bis gear on and we planned 
out the day a little bit. He got a shower 
and went to games all day Wednesday. 
The last game was over at about 10:ts.· 

Prosser and Gaudio had dinner 
Wednesday night with Prosser's son 
Mark. an assistant coach at Bucknell. 
The fourth at the table was Pat Flaonery, 
the head coach ofBuckncll. 

"At dinner he said 'I've got a 6 a.m. 
Hight.• Gaudio said. "I said 'Skip why are 
you going that early in the morning?' He 
said 'I just want to get back because the 
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campers are there: We were closing up 
(Wake Forest basketball) camp. 

"So he got up at like 3:30 in the morn-
ing, so he maybe only slept a short 
amount of time in three nights.· 

Nancy, his wife, picked Prosser up at 
the airport in Greensboro, and Prosser 
headed over to Wake Forest. 

"He went to school and saw some 
of the camp and (assistant coach) Jeff 
Battle was walking with a couple of the 
coaches up to the cafeteria," Gaudio 
said. "It was lunchtime for camp and 
Jeff said, 'Coach, what are you doing?' 
He said, 'I'm going to go run: 

"Jeff said, 'Coach it's too bot. Come 
on up and eat lunch: But he went anfl 
ran and came back into his office anc1' I 
guess that 's \vhere it happened." 1 

Gaudio, Prosser's assistant for 17 <If 
the past 35 years, last saw Prosser at g· -
ner Wednesday night He'll never fofg t 
what Prosser said. 

"We were sitting in Orlando Wed de -
daynightandhesaid, 'Youknowwh.a? 
We're going to be good again,• Gaudio 
recalled. "We'd been watching those 
recruits. And with the guys we've g<lt 
now, he goes 'We're going to be good 
this year. We' re going to be good agaia, 
Dino: 

"He had a little bit of bounce back 
in his step." 
- ----- ---+ 

• Dun Collins can be reached at 727• 
7323 or at dcolllnsOwsJoumal.com. ' 
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Prosser's 
Lega y 

Is Broad 
Beyond the record books, he 
was influential, friends say 

By Dan Collins 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Skip Prosser's legacy at Wake 
Forest University is not so much 
what he did or how he did it, 
though his accomplishments 
were considerable. 

Prosser's legacy at Wake 
Forest is who he was. His true 
legacy is the hole in the heart 
so many have felt since Prosser, 
the Deacons' basketball coach, 
died Thursday apparently of a 
heart attack at age 56. 

He left a deep, lasting mark 
on the school and the commu-
nity as one of the most positive, 
decent and fun-loving people 
to ever settle among us. 

"His legacy is his connec-
tion with absolutely eve1yone 
in this community," Athletics 
Director Ron Wellman of Wake 
Forest said yesterday. "It's not 
that he won a championship. 
It's not that he represented the 
university exceptionally well. 

"It's that everyone feels as 
though they knew Skip Prosser. 
How many stories have you 
heard ... from people that you 
didn't even know knew him?" 

"His legacy 
is his con-

nection with 
absolutely ev-
eryone in this 
community. 

... Every-
one feels as 
though they 
knew Skip 
Prosser. " 
Ron Wellman 

WFI I'~ 



PROSSER 
Continued From Page Al 

He was good at coaching the game 
of basketball because he was smart and 
driven, and it was vitally important for 
him to be good. Prosser's record at Wake 
Forest was 126-68. The Deacons finished 

SKIP PROSSER 

first in the ACC regu-
lar season in 2002-03, 
the year Prosser was 
named ACC Coach of 
the Year, and played in 
the NCAA Tournament 
in four of his six sea-
sons. Wake Forest was 
ranked in The Associ-
ated Press Top 25 for 60 
straight polls and, early 

in the 2004-05 season, reached the top 
spot for the first time in school history. 

Prosser won 31 ACC games in his 
first three seasons at Wake Forest. The 
only conference coaches to win that 
many ACC games as quickly were Roy 
Williams and Bill Guthridge of North 
Carolina. Williams won 34 in his first 
three seasons, Guthridge 32. 

And Prosser, with the help of his staff 
and others in the athletics department, 
breathed new energy and life into Joel 
Coliseum. 

Chris Mack, a former assistant, sug-
gested the idea of home fans wearing a 

Skip Prosser's funeral 
Funeral arrangements have been 

made for Skip Prosser, the Wake For-
est basketball coach who died Thurs-
day. On Monday from 2 to 9 p.m. at 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Clem-
mons there will be a visitation. 

The funeral will be held at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, which will also be at Holy 
Family Catholic Church. 

Both the viewing and the funeral 
are open to the public, a spokesman 
at Hayworth-Miller Funeral Home said. 

Because of the expected heavy 
traffic, Forsyth County sheriff's depu-
ties will direct traffic. Alternate park-
ing will be available. 

Agape Faith Church, River Oaks 
Community Church and West Forsyth 
High School will have their lots open 
to the public. Buses will be running 
continuously from those three loca-
tions to Holy Family. 

Parking at Holy Family will be 
reserved for the handicapped and 
Prosser's family. 

distinctive T-shirt, and that's how the 
Deacons' tie-dye nation came to be. 

Game night at Joel Coliseum became 
a happening, complete with sell-out 
crowds and high-energy basketball. 

"I haven't been here that long, but I 
think it's just been a really special time 
at Wake," assistant Dino Gaudio said 

Friday. "He brought such an excitement 
and reinvigorated everything around 
here:' 

But Gaudio, like Wellman, said that 
Prosser's legacywon't be found in re-
cord books or attendance figures. For as 
good as Prosser was at coaching, Gau-
dio said, he was even better at living the 
game of life. . 

"I never knew a better man;' Gaudio 
said. "And I mean that. I just never knew 
a better man. 

"I'm getting calls from coaches, head 
coaches, from around the country just 
crying on the phone .... 

"He was just a great person, and with 
this business beginning to unravel with 
some of the unsavory stuff that's going 
on, I never heard anybody say a negative 
thing about Skip Prosser. 

"He just had a tremendous positive 
effect on everybody's life." 

No one was too important, or too 
modest of means or circumstances to 
live well in Skip Prosser's world. 

"He had a genuine joy for people," 
Wellman said Thursday. "It didn't make 
any difference if you were a CEO from a 
Fortune 500 company or you were the 
guy cleaning up in the bleachers after 
the game, Skip enjoyed you. 

"I can't tell you how many people 
told me that 'You know, Skip said "Hi" 
to me today and he asked me how I was 
doing: And it was people who didn't an-
ticipate that because of what they did 

or their role, but he had time for every-
" one. 

His father, George Edward Prosser 
Jr., a signalman for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad in Pittsburgh, was a hard man 
and a hard worker. But no one, Gaudio 
maintains, was ever going to outwork 
Skip Prosser. 

Prosser spent Monday in Las Vegas, 
attending three AAU basketball tourna · 
ments. He caught the overnight flight 
to Orlando, .Fla., for the AAU National 
Championships. 

Gaudio picked him up at the airport 
at6:30 a.m. 

'~d he been up all night now;' Gau-
dio said. '~d he worked all day Tues-
day until the last game was over at 10:15 
and we went back to the hotel:' 

On Wednesday, Prosser got up early 
for his regular run. 

"And we met at eight o'clock for 
breakfast;' Gaudio said. "He was sweaty 
and he had his gear on and we planned 
out the day a little bit. He got a shower 
and went to games all day Wednesday. 
The last game was over at about 10:15." 

Prosser and Gaudio had dinner 
Wednesday night with Prosser's son 
Mark, an assistant coach at Bucknell. 
The fourth at the table was Pat Flannery, 
the head coach ofBucknell. 

"At dinner he said 'I've got a 6 a.m. 
flight:" Gaudio said. "I said 'Skip why are 
you going that early in the morning?' He 
said 'I just want to get back because the 

I ! i 
campers are there: We were closing$ 
(Wake Forest basketball) camp. 

"So he got up at like 3:30 in the morrt-
ing, so he maybe only slept a shmt 
amount of time in three nights:' 

Nancy, his wife, picked Prosser up at 
the airport in Greensboro, and Prosser 
headed over to Wake Forest. 

"He went to school and saw some 
of the camp and (assistant coach) Jeff 
Battle was walking with a couple of the 
coaches up to the cafeteria;' Gaudio 
said. "It was lunchtime for camp ~ntl 
Jeff said, 'Coach, what are you doing?' 
He said, 'I'm going to go run: · 

"Jeff said, 'Coach it's too hot. Come 
on up and eat lunch: But he went anti 
ran and came back into his office andiI 
guess that's where it happened:' j 

Gaudio, Prosser's assistant for 1 f 
the past 35 years, last saw Prosser at · -
ner Wednesday night. lie1l never fo g t 
what Prosser said. , 

"We were sitting in Oi:Jando Wed4e -
day night and he said, 'Y.ou know w1*a ? 
We're going to be good again,"' Gaudio 
recalled. "We'd been watching thbse 
recruits. And with the guys we've;gqt 
now, he goes 'We're going to be gooa 
this year. We're going to be good ag~, 
Dino: ' • 

· "He had a little bit of bounce b~ck 
in his step:' 

• Dan Collins can be reached at 71!7: 
7323 or at dcolllns@wsJournal.com. · ' 



A STRONG BOND: BOTH SKIP PROSSER, ·MIKE MUSE TEACHERS AT HEART 

JOURNAL PHOTO BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 
Mike Muse, the director of basketball operations at Wake Forest, was overcome by emotion as he sat In front of Walt Chapel on Friday morning. 

Unbearable Loss 
Prosser, Muse both spent many years coaching 
in high school before moving up to college ranks 

By Dan Collins 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Mike Muse didn't want his picture taken. He 
didn't want anyone to see him breaking down over 
the loss of a coach and a friend. 

But if a picture is worth a thou~and words, it can 
also be worth at least as many tears. And the photo-
graph of a stunned Muse sitting on the steps of Wake 
Forest's Wait Chapel Friday morning personified for 
many the unfathomable loss suffered the day before 
when basketball coach Skip Prosser of the Deacons 
apparently died of a massive heart attack. 

Muse worked for Prosser as the director of bas-
ketball operations. But he is much more than that 
to many in the Wmston-Salem community because 
of the 20 years he spent as a teacher and coach at 

two local high schools, Reyn-
~l] On olds and North Forsyth. 
s;. .. , the Web And as the media had re-
• To leave a 
tribute about 
Skip Prosser 
and his family, 
gotowww. 
journal now. 
com. 

ported, it was Muse who found 
Prosser unconscious and tried 
to revive him through CPR. 

"I just wish I could tell where 
the photographer was; Muse 
said of Bruce Chapman of the 
Winston-Salem Journal. "I had 
no idea he was around. 

"I was just walking around and I got weak in the 
knees and I had to sit down. That was my lowest 
point. I'd just gone back into Skip's office for the first 
time that morning and I said 'I've got to get out of 
the office to collect my thoughts: I got up to the quad 

and saw the toilet paper and the signs and the flow-
ers. I just lost it. That's when it hit me. 

"Then I got embarrassed sitting out the steps and 
tried to get inside before anybody saw me. That was 
the lowest of the low." 

Muse, who turned 46 on Saturday, talked yester-
day about the loss, but out of respect for the Prosser 
family didn't want to have his efforts to revive Prosser 
described until after today's memorial service. 

He was more than willing, however, to describe 
a man who, like him, didn't start out to be a college 
basketball coach. Prosser taught and coached in 
high school for 13 years before accepting his first 
job as a college coach at age 34. Muse taught and 
coached in high school from 1986 before joining 

See MIKE MUSE, Page C6 
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Prosser's staff last summer at the age of 45. 
•1 always felt like Coach saw something 

in me and believed in me - even when I 
was working camp here just as a counselor," 
Muse said. •we shared a lot of the same phi-
losophies. We shared a lot of the same faith 
background. 

•He was strong in his faith. I'm strong in 
mine. The ABC's ( academics, basketball and 
character) were as important to him as they. 
are tome. 

•Being both teachers at heart, we had a 
bond there that was very strong. It's funny 
that all the guys he has ever hired have 
coached in high school. That ought to say 
something about him." 

One of Muse's duties as director of basket-
ball operations is to run Prosser's six basket-
ball camps held this swnmer. The fifth was 
underwayThursdaywhen Prosser returned 
early in the morning from a recruiting trip to 
Orlando, via Las Vegas. 

Muse bumped into Prosser just before 
Prosser took his regular run around the 
track at Kentner Stadium on campus. He 
told Prosser he was going to hurry to the 
bank on campus to withdraw money for a 
planned trip. 

·r had just talked with Coach, and told 
him I would meet him in the office;' Muse 
said. •r picked at him about running a mile. 
He said 'No I'm running two today Musie. I 
don't want to get on the bicycle today. I'm 
going two: He said 'I've got a couple oflaps 
left.' 

"He wanted a report on how camp was 
going. He said 'Great job this week Musie: I 
said 'I11 see you in a minute coach: He said 
~ right Thanks: n 

The sixth camp, scheduled for this week, 
is in progress. Nancy Prosser, Skip's widow, 
said Skip would have wanted it that way, and 
Muse agrees. 

Also it gives him something to do in this 
time of heartbreak and sorrow. It gives him 
a focus, a way of carrying on. 

JOURNAL PHOTO BY 1.AU!!EN CARROLi. 
Mike Muse leaves the viewing of Skip Prosser at Holy Family Catholic Church In Clemmons. 

Prosser always said that the gym was his 
favorite place in the world. Muse knows the 
feeling. 

•1t•s therapeutic," Muse said. "The best 
thing for a coach is to get back in the gym. We 
were glad Nancy made that decision and we 
supported it She said that's what Skip would 
want. We went on from there. 

"Everybody showed. All the kids showed. 
We've got 170 kids. I've had coaches calling 
out of the woodwork offering services. We've 
had college staffs calling offering their whole 
staff if we needed them, out of respect and 
honor to Skip. 

"It has been an amazing journey the last 
two or three days." 

Muse described Thursday as shock and 
numbness. The shock and numbness had 
worn off by Friday morning when he walked 

back into Prosser's office for the first time. 
"It didn't sink in until the next morning," 

Muse said. •1 was so busy getting all the play-
ers and trying to get them to the right spot 
and find out what the administration wanted 
us to do. And then there's finishing camp and 
getting to the hospital and going to meet with 
the players. 

"You know Coach was a lot like that He'd 
say 'You know what, you've got a job to do. 
Do your job: 

•1t didn't really hit me until Friday morn-
ing when I walked into his office and moved 
the furniture back and walked around the 
quad." 

• Dan Collins can be reached at 727-7323 
or at dcolllnsOwsjournal.com. 
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NOT A DRY TIE-DYE: A COMMUNITY PAYS ITS RESPECTS 

an' 

JOURNAi. PHOTO BY WALT UNKS 

Members of Wake Forest's basketball staff prepare to put Skip Prosser's coffin Into the hearse at Holy Family Catholic Church In Clemmons. 



Prosser remembered for his generosity the purpose of my sentence to 
take away the money;' 

See BLACK, Page A6 
the for 

t 
By Dan Collins 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

Wake Forest's tie-dye nation shared a 
good cry, some better laughs, and 
some warm and lasting memories 
at the burial Mass for Skip Prosser 
yesterday at Holy Family Catholic 

Church in Clemmons. 
In addition to approximately 1,000 people at 

Inside 
• Kind words: 
Skip Prosser's 
rival coaches 
have noth-
ing but good 
things to say 
about him as 
an opponent 
and a man, C1. 

~ll On 
&. .. • the Web 
• See photos 
from Prosser's 
memorial ser-
vice atwww 
.journal 
now.com. 

Holy Family Catholic Church, 
about 1,500 others gathered 
at Wait Chapel on campus to 
watch a video cast of the cer-
ei.nony. All came to pay their re-
spects to Prosser, the Deacons' 
basketball coach for the past six 
years who died Thursday of an 
apparent heart attack. 

Reflections were given by 
Dino Gaudio, the Wake For-
est associate head basketball 
coach; Ed Dechellis, the head 
basketball coach at Penn 
State, who knew Prosser for 18 
years; Chris Paul, the former 
All-America guard at Wake For-
est who is now with the NBA's 
New Orleans Hornets; Nathan 
0. Hatch, Wake Forest's presi-
dent; and Ron Wellman, Wake 

Forest's athletics director. 
The Wake Forest basketball players were the pall 

bearers. 

The Weather 
Mostly sunny; highs near 90, 
with lows in the upper 60s. B8 
AskArrrt ..... ...... .. £4 Horoscope .......... £4 
Classified .. ... ...... Ll Obituaries ...... .. .. . B4 

See SERVICE, Page A8 

Forsyth unsu 
taxes will be · 
State has given M edicaii 
By Blair Goldstein 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

· Forsyth County will save millions of 
North Carolina's new Medicaid-refon 
county commissioners have not agreed c 
savings will lead to tax cuts. 

On Monday, the General As-
sembly approved the state's 2007-
08 budget, which includes a plan 
to take over the counties' shares of 
Medicaid's cost. The transfer will Glc 
take three years. . tt 

Forsyth County will have to give 
up some of its sales-tax revenue c 
as part of the exchange, but it will c 
save more from the state's take- 1 over of Medicaid than it loses in tax t~ 
money. wll 

JOURNAL PHOTO BY KATE LORD 

Jane Beasley, a May graduate of Wake Forest, signs one of the many guest books outside 
Walt Chapel, the site of a vldeocast of Skip Prosser's burlal Mass. · 

The county is projecting that In 1 
starting in the 2008-09 fiscal year, it 
will gain $3.6 million to $6.8 million a yt 
the county has the option of holding a bal 
on an increase in the sales-tax rate or i.J 

See 

U.S. death count in Iraq heading d 
July's toll is on track to be year's lowest, officials report 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

BAGHDAD, Iraq 
The death of a Marine in western Iraq 

brought the U.S. military death toll to 74 so 
far in July, on course to be the lowest monthly 
figure this year. 

The reduction follows a record 331 deaths 
• 1 1 T :I • J .. ......... J-•-

Estimates of the death toll varied, but Iraq 
Coalition Casualty Count put the July total 
so far at 74, down from 101 in June and the 
lowest number since November 2006. Some 
casualties in late July may be reported after 
the beginning of August, so the count is not 
yet definitive for the month. The Pentagon 
rnnorted that 3.647 U.S. service members and 
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All who spoke recalled 
Prosser's great love for life and 
people, and the kindnesses 
- seen and unseen - he ex-
tended to those around him 
during his 56 years. 

''All of you know that if 
Coach were here he'd be upset;' 
Gaudio said, "because it was 
never about Skip:' 

The speakers also paid their 
respects to Prosser's family: his 
wife, Nancy; mother Laura Jo 
Prosser,; ,;ons Scott and Mark; 
and sister Cindy Prosser Gross, 
all of whom were in atten-
dance. Wellman gave particular 
praise to Prosser's mother. 

"You raised a happy son;' 
Wellman told her. "He was a 
happy man - a happy man:' 

Most of the coaches from 
throughout the ACC attended 
the service, along with former 
conference coaches Pete Gil-
len and Bobby Cremins. There 
were others from the college 
basketball world on hand, 
including Coach Tom Izzo of 
Michigan State, Coach Kelvin 
Sampson of Indiana, Coach 
Tom Crean of Marquette, and 
analysts Digger Phelps, Billy 
Packer and Jay Bilas. 

Gaudio evoked a heartfelt 
laugh when he talked about all 
the coaches in attendance. 

"This is the very last day of 
the recruiting period, and I see 
so many coaches out there," 
Gaudio said. "My guy was so 
competitive. He figured if he 
couldn't be out on the road 
recruiting, you guys couldn't be 
out recruiting either:' 

Paul said he couldn't avoid 
a double take when he saw 
another celebrity from the 
sports world - former Coach 
Bill Cowher of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers - at the Mass. Prosser, 
a native of the Pittsburgh area, 
was a die-hard Steelers fan. 

"I actually saw Coach Cow-

FROM PAGE ONE 

Flowers, notes and other mementos left by those mourning the loss of 
Prosser llne the edge of the quad. 

her walk by and that got to me;' 
Paul said. "(Prosser) was the 
biggest Pittsburgh fan. 

"We had to remind him 
sometimes that we were Wake 
Forest, and not Pittsburgh:' 

All of the speakers were 
emotional, none more so than 
Paul, who was barely able to 
finish his remarks. He talked 
about how he made it a point to 
meet Prosser at an MU Tour-
nament in Orlando, Fla., just 
days after Prosser was named 
the head coach at Wake Forest 
in April 2001. 

''At the time I never knew 
this man would.change my life;' 
Paul said. "Coach changed my 
life by giving me a chance." 

Paul shared a long hug with 
assistant coach Jeff Battle be-
fore taking his seat. 

of how much support Prosser 
gave to all the other coaches in 
the athletics department. He 
noted that Prosser was particu-
larly close to football coach Jim 
Grobe. 

"You would see Skip on the 
sidelines of football games, and 
I was always concerned about 
that;' Wellman said. "Skip al-
ways thought of himself as a 
football coach. As the game 
would get close I would notice 
many times that Skip would be 
inching closer to Jim Grobe. 

"His advice to Jim was al-
ways, 'When in doubt, throw 
long: Take his advice, Jim:' 

• Dan Collins can be reached 
at 727-7323 or at dcolllns 
@wsJournal.com. 
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DeChellis, who befriended 
Prosser 18 years ago when both 
were young, inexperienced as-
sistant college coaches, said he 
lost his compass when Prosser 
died. 

Hatch described Prosser as a 
wonderful ambassador for the 
university. 

A sma·rter wa 
"Wake Forest is profoundly 

grateful for the gifts this re-
markable man spread in our 
midst;' Hatch said. "His life was 
a breath of fresh air:' 

Wellman made mention 
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Ishmael Smith Is comforted by assistant coach Pat Kelsey. 

Stewart is fined $25,000, docked 25 
points, for post-race comment I C6 
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Coaching fraternity says fafewell 
Williams, Krzyzewski, Izzo an1ong the ,nany gathered at Prosser burial n1ass 
By Bill Cole 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

CLEMMONS 
Roy Williams hasn't experienced many 

sad days in basketball, but yesterday quali-
fied as one. 

Williams, North Carolina's coach, 
paid his last respects to close friend Skip 
Prosser, the Wake Forest coach who died 
last Thursday, by attending a burial mass 
at Holy Family Catholic Church. 

"We've lost somebody that's pretty 
impressive;' Willian1s said. "Just like they 
talked about today, the guy loved his fam-

ily, loved teaching and loved leading by 
example. 

"He cared about other people. Last 
week he told my two assistants that they 
should get me to go home because I had 
had that battle with vertigo and I didn't 
look too good. I told him later l never 
looked too good and he said, 'No, but you 
look even worse:" 

The service was attended by at least 
1,000 people, according to Wake Forest 
officials. Some came from the Wake For-
est community, others from the city, and 
some from across the nation who knew 

Prosser from a succes ful coaching career 
at three schools. 

Among numerous college coaches in 
attendance were Paul Hewitt of Georgia 
Tech, Leonard Hamilton of Florida State, 
Al Skinner ofBoston College, Mike Krzyze-
wski ofDuke, Dave Leitao of Virginia, Gary 
Williams of Maryland and Seth Greenberg 
of Virginia Tech. 

Also attending were Tom Izzo of Michi-
gan State, Tom Crean of Marquette, Kel-
vin Sampson of Indiana and Mike Brey of 
Notre Dame. 

See FAREWnl, Page C6 
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Bobby Cremins, a former Georgia Tech 
coach now at the College of Charleston, was 
on hand. So were Digger Phelps, a former 
Notre Dame coach, Pete Gillen, a former Vrr-
ginia coach, and Billy Packer, a former Wake 
Forest player. 

Williams recalled several instances since 
returning to North Carolina in April 2003 
when his teams won big games or titles and 
Prosser was among the first to call and offer 
congratulations. Williams, in turn, would call 
Prosser about NCAA matters because he val-
ued Prosser's ideas and opinions. 

"The last two years have been a little diffi-
cult for him but he always made you feel pret-
ty doggone good;' Williams said. "I respected 
him.so much as a person and as a coach. 

"Skip was not just a fellow ACC coach. 
Skip was a friend, a colleague, a coach that 
cared about other coaches, a coach that 
cared about doing the right things:' 

Hewitt said he will have difficulty next 

season in games against Wake Forest when 
looking down the sideline and not seeing 
Prosser in his usual seat. 

"Personally, I always looked forward to 
the trips here before the games;' Hewitt said. 
"We'd sit on the bench and talk. After the 
games I wasn't too cool. They usually beat 
us. We'd sit down on the visitors' bench and 
always visit for 30 or 40 minutes before the 
game started:' 

Hewitt was in Orlando last week when 
Prosser was there. Both were scouting an 
AAU tournament. They sat in the stands last 
Wednesday night and Prosser told Hewitt 
about his trip to Kuwait called "Operation 
Hardwood" in which he coached U.S. troops. 

Prosser was proud that his team won the 
title when a player named "Moose" hit a 3-
point shot in the final seconds. 

"They don't come any better than him," 
Hewitt said. "He was an outstanding person. 
I thought all the speakers really summed him 
very well, how friendly a person he was and 
how he went out of his way to make every-
body feel comfortable. 

"I told somebody the other day that the 

thing about Skip is that he's an easy guy to 
root for:' 

Hamil top. called Prosser unique and spe-
cial. Cremins never coached against Prosser 
in the ACC, retiring at Georgia Tech three 
years before Prosser arrived at Wake Forest, 
but began building a friendship with Prosser 
in the last year after taking over at the College 
of Charleston. 

Cremins was in Orlando also and kidded 
Prosser for landing two outstanding recruits 
off a team from Georgia. Cremins reminded 
Prosser that Georgia was his recruiting terri-
tory when Cremins was in Atlanta. 

"It's unexplainable but I wanted to come 
tonight;' Cremins said. "The ceremony was 
absolutely beautiful. I think after tonight now 
we can go on living. A lot of coaches left Or-
lando because we didn't feel like recruiting 
anymore. 

"I've learned a lot more about Skip Prosser 
in the last few days. He sounds like he was a 
wonderful, wonderful person:' 

• Bill Cole can be reached at bcole@ 
wsjournal.com. 
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Funeral Arrangements for Skip Prosser Finalized 

July 28, 2007 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. - Funeral arrangements for Wake Forest 
University basketball coach Skip Prosser have been finalized. 

There will be a time for prayer and reflection on Sunday, July 29 in Wait 
Chapel on the Wake Forest University campus. Prayer books will be available 
at the Chapel to be signed by those in attendance. 

A public viewing will be held on Monday, July 30 from 2 p.m. until 9 p.m. at 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Clemmons, N.C. 

The funeral mass will be celebrated at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 31 at Holy 
Family Catholic Church (limited seating available). The mass will be 
simultaneously televised in Wait Chapel. Members of the Wake Forest 
University and Winston-Salem communities are invited to view the mass live 
in Wait Chapel. 

The Wake Forest assistant coaching staff will serve as pallbearers. The current 
and incoming members of the Demon Deacon basketball team will serve as 
honorary pallbearers. 

Burial is tentatively scheduled for 11 a.m. on Saturday, August 4 in Cincinnati. 

~ ">Printer-Friendly Format 

B ">E-mail this article 

At the Prosser family's request, cameras from media outlets will not be permitted inside the church 
during either the visitation or the funeral. A media staging area will be set up at Holy Family Catholic 
Church. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society Coaches vs. Cancer, 4-A 
Oak Branch Dr., Greensboro, NC 27407-2145 or to the Epilepsy Institute of North Carolina, 3726 
Vest Mill Rd., Winston-Salem, NC 27103. 

Directions 

Wait Chapel is located on the Wake Forest University campus. To reach the campus from I-40, take 
Business 40 to Silas Creek Parkway North exit and follow the signs to Wake Forest University. There 
will be signs directing visitors to Wait Chapel. 

Holy Family Catholic Church is located at 4820 Kinnamon Rd. in Clemmons. From I-40, exit at 
Lewisville Clemmons Rd. Proceed north to S. Peace Haven Rd. Turn right onto S. Peach Haven and 
then right on to Kinnan1on Rd. 

To reach Wait Chapel from Holy Family Catholic Church: Turn right off of Kinnamon Rd onto S. 
Peace Haven. Follow S. Peace Haven to U.S. 421. Make a right on 421 and continue to Silas Creek 
Parkway. Take Silas Creek Parkway orth and continue until you reach the Wake Forest University 

campus. 

7/31/2007 3:29 PM 
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Great coach, greater man 

College hoops world loses a true gem in Skip 
Prosser 
Posted: Thursday July 26, 2007 7:21PM; Updated: Thursday July 26, 2007 9:07PM 

7/31/2007 3:36 PM 
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When I heard the shocking news that Wake Forest 
coach Skip Prosser had died of a heart attack on 
campus Thursday morning, for some reason my mind 
flashed back to the day I spent at Wake two years ago 
previewing the Deacs for SI's college hoops issue. It 
was one of those perfect North Carolina fall 
afternoons, and Skip and I were headed out to lunch. 
As we walked to his car, Prosser said hello to a pack 
of students who were passing by. 

"Beautiful day, isn't it?" one of them said. 

"It's always a beautiful day in the forest of Wake," 
Skip quipped. 

Thursday was not a beautiful day at Wake Forest. It 
was an ugly, horrible, tragic day. I realize it is 
customary to say something nice about a person after 
they've passed away, but believe me when I tell you 
the world of sports lost a true gem on Thursday. 
College basketball is a cutthroat sport; and after 
you've been on the beat a while, it feels as if you've 
heard at least one negative thing said about every 
coach in America. 

And yet, I have never heard a bad word uttered about 
Skip Prosser. Not one. He was one of the best-liked, 
most-respected coaches in the game. Like everyone 
else in the sport, I cannot believe he is gone at the 
young age of 56. 

More than anything, Skip was really easy to talk to. I 
especially enjoyed discussing things other than 
basketball with him. Whenever I'd see him on the 
recruiting trail, the first question I'd ask him was not 
about whom he was recruiting. It was about what he 

Skip Prosser had great recruiting success- at 
Xavier and Wake Forest, namely with Aaron 
Williams, James Posey and Chris Paul. 
Sean Meyers/Icon Sports Media 

RELATED 
• OBIT: Wake coach Prosser dead at 56 
• REACT: Your memories of Skip Prosser 
• QUOTES: Hoops world remembers 
Prosser 

was reading. He particularly liked historical novels, and we'd spend some time talking about books we 
had recently read. Invariably, our discussions turned to current events, politics and family. Then, if we 
still had time leftover, we'd dish a little on hoops. 

In many ways, Skip still liked to think of himself as the high school history teacher he once was. His 
beginnings were a lot more humble than most of the guys he coached against. He started his coaching 
career by leading the freshman team at Linsly Institute in Wheeling, W. Va., and spent 13 years in the 
high school ranks before Pete Gillen hired him onto his staff at Xavier in 1985. With that background, 
Prosser knew how lucky he was to make such a comfortable living coaching college basketball. The 
more success he acquired, the more humble he became. 

"Ile never big-timed anybody," a shaken Gillen told me by phone Thursday afternoon. "He walked 
with kings, but he still had the common touch. He could hang with Mike Krzyzewski and Roy 
Williams and beat them on occasion; but he'd also have time for the maintenance man at the hotel who 

7/31 /2007 3:36 PM 
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was a Steelers fan. He was just a special person." 

Gillen recalled Thursday that as a coach, one of Prosser's biggest strenghts was his ability to spot 
potential. That led Prosser to recruit guys like Aaron Williams and James Posey to Xavier, both of 
whom went on to have long NBA careers. When Prosser was a head coach at Xavier and Wake Forest, 
his teams played an exciting, up-tempo style predicated on tough defense. He was hard to beat but easy 
to like. 

Gillen said he didn't know Prosser well when he first hired him, but he quickly learned the depths of 
Prosser's passion for the sport -- which was especially evident during games. I remember after one 
tough particularly tough contest, Prosser began his postgame press conference by saying, "This job 
would be great if it weren't for the games." It was a funny line, but I don't think he was kidding. 

That was his sense of humor, though -- sharp and self-deprecating. Over dinner one night, he boasted 
to me that, as a guard for the Merchant Marine Academy, he once scored a career-high 14 points 
against Yeshiva University. He wobbled his head and shimmied his shoulders and said, "They couldn't 
guard me! " He also boasted that night that he once went out with a girl who broke a date with Jack 
Ham, the great Steelers linebacker, to go out with Prosser. For a kid who grew up in Pittsburgh, there 
could be no prouder achievement. 

From time to time, I'd send Prosser a text message after one of his games. I'd congratulate him on a 
win or tell him to hang in there after a loss. His reply always came swiftly, and it never failed to make 
me smile. The Deacs had a particularly rough time of it two years ago, and when Skip saw me at the 
Final Four that winter, he made a point to thank me for staying in touch, even if it was usually just 
through text messages. 

The last time I sent a message to Skip was the morning of June 6. I can't recall why I wrote him, but I 
know the date because he called me back immediately, and I still have his number stored in my 
phone's caller ID. The funny thing is, when I picked up the phone, he said, "Who is this?" Apparently, 
he had lost his cell phone during a trip to Kuwait with a bunch of his peers. (They coached U.S. 
soldiers in a basketball tournament.) He told me about his experience in Kuwait -- he was deeply 
moved, to say the least -- and that, of course, led us into a discussion about the war in Iraq. 

We spoke about his team at Wake for a few minutes, and he talked (again) .about his son, Mark, who is 
an assistant at Bucknell. I remember Skip said that since Mark got into coaching, they talked now 
more than ever. It's a testament to how good a dad Skip was that his son would follow in his footsteps, 
but Skip was just happy they were in such frequent contact. 

Earlier this month, Prosser made big news by procuring verbal commitments from two of the best high 
school big men in America. The Deacs have had a couple of down years, so that was very welcome 
news. I had planned on calling Skip to offer my congratulations, but I never got around to it. Now I'll 
never have the chance. That is a sad thought on a very sad day for a sport that gave such joy to this 
very good man. May he rest in peace. 

Find this article at: 
http://sportsi ll ustrated.cnn.com/2007/writers/seth_davis/07/26/prosser.obit/index.html 
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Hardin: More than a coach 
ADVERTISEMENT 
WINSTON-SALEM-The shock that passed over this city Thursday afternoon was slow and 
numbing. The news that came painfully from Wake Forest University was hard to process and 
even harder to believe. 

Skip Prosser, the warmhearted basketball coach who guided Wake through six winters, was dead 
at the age of 56. 

Photos: Wake Forest quad on Friday I Photo gallery of Prosser 

Only days after signing two of the most sought after high school basketball players in the country, 
Prosser died after a routine midday jog on campus. Only hours before the last session of his 
summer basketball camp, he collapsed on a couch in his office and did not recover. 

"Almost certainly, coach Prosser had a massive heart attack," said Dr. William Applegate the dean 
of the Wake Forest Medical School. 

For the longest time, word of Prosser's death leaked out like a rumor. People stood in small circles 
in offices and in parking lots across Winston-Salem, made phone calls to people at the university, 
tried to go about daily routines while ignoring what seemed like gossip. 

The horrible news, however, was worse than they could imagine. Wake Forest officials withheld 
announcing the tragedy while trying desperately to contact Prosser's immediate family members -
his wife ancy, two sons and his mother. As the day passed into evening and the news of the 
coach's death began to land on Web sites and local newscasts, school officials shook their heads 
and walked from building to building on campus with blank looks on their faces. 

They spoke off the record. They claimed to not know of any facts. They appeared to be in shock. A 
news conference was called for 7 p.m. It was delayed until 8 and then 8:30 and then until 9: 15 
p.m., when ashen Athletics Director Ron Wellman stepped in front of a microphone inside Bridger 
Field House at the Wake football stadium and announced what many people in Winston-Salem 
already knew. 

"As you undoubtedly know by now, this afternoon at 1 :41 our head basketball coach Skip Prosser 
passed away at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center," he said 

The words landed hard. The news conference, broadcast live on area networks and streamed across 
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the Internet as it happened, confirmed what a school had feared all day and a city regretted hearing. 

Prosser, a former high school history teacher who once said teaching was all he ever wanted to do, 
was the face of the university during basketball season. He was larger than life, a mentor to players 
and fellow members of the Wake Forest community. 

Prosser once remarked he wanted to lead a basketball program the national championship Wake 
Forest field hockey program could be proud of. 

"Skip Prosser was much more than a coach," Wellman said. "Skip was a friend. He was a mentor. 
He was a man who had tremendous values, and he lived those values." 

He easily mixed with the people of Winston-Salem. He rarely met a stranger. 

Almost everyone here was talking about him Wednesday, even as the news continued to leak out 
in rumor form as Wake officials continued to try and find Prosser's wife, Nancy, who was on her 
way to visit friends in Cincinnati when her husband died suddenly. She wasn't notified until she 
arrived there and called home about 8 o'clock. 

The school had alerted the highway patrol in states between here and Ohio and had contacted 
tollbooth operators along the way. Somehow, she slipped through without hearing the news. She 
didn't have her cell phone turned on. 

Prosser's son Mark, an assistant basketball coach at Bucknell University, was informed soon after 
his father's death. His other son, Scott, who was staying with Prosser's mother in Wheeling, W.Va. , 
was also notified. No official announcement could be made until almost eight hours later. · 

A tragic day and a frantic attempt to find his widowed wife left school and hospital officials 
exhausted. Wake's basketball players were sequestered, and the coaches, one of whom found 
Prosser slumped on his office couch, were spared the painful news conference. 

The coming days will be hard as the school and the city come to terms with a shocking loss . 

"It's hard to imagine this community without him," university President Nathan 0. Hatch said. "He 
was an infectious learner and teacher on and off the court, passionate about life and deeply 
committed to students and colleagues. We extend our most profound condolence to Nancy and the 
Prosser family." 

Prosser's death was sudden, but the news of his death was one of the most excruciating periods 
anyone here could imagine. His legacy will unfold over time as Wake Forest and Winston-Salem 
come to grips with his life and its untimely end. 

Contact Ed Hardin at 373-7069 or ehardin@news-record .com 

Related articles: 

'Ma sive heart attack' likely cause 
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Wake coach was a man of the people 

Fans recall Prosser's smiling demeanor, attitude 
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Prosser belongs at head of class 

Skip Prosser could handle criticism as well 
as anybody, but he was looking forward to 
rewriting recent history 

CAUL TON TUDOR, Staff Writer 

A part of a sports column ist's job is to occasionally criticize 
and second guess, and it probably goes without saying that 
I've done my share of both over the years. 

In my case, it is never, ever personal. It wasn 't with Dean 
Smith, Chuck Amato or any number of the state's other 
coaches. 

Most folks don't understand that part of it, and that's perfectly 
reasonable. Skip Prosser was a rare exception. Over the past 
two or three seasons, I was sometimes critical of the job he 
did as Wake Forest's men 's basketball coach, and he knew it. 

Skip Prosser encourages his team 
during a 2003 game between 
Wake Forest and N.C. State in 

Raleigh. 
Staff File Photo by Chuck Liddy 

But he could handle it with class -- class that will be m issed after his death on Thursday. 

Unlike many coaches, Prosser made it clear he read newspapers in and out of season. Most 
coaches do. They 're not unlike actors; they read the reviews, good and bad. 

The last conversation Prosser and I had dealt with that subject . It was late in the night of 
March 9 at a hotel restaurant in Tampa, Fla. A few hours earlier, the Deacons had lost in the 
second round of the ACC Tournament to Virginia Tech, 71-52 . A day earlier, Wake had upset 
Georgia Tech, 115-114, after two overtimes in one of the most memorable league tournament 
games ever. At 15-16, Wake's season was over. No NCAA, no NIT. 

I was eating alone at a corner booth when Prosser seemed to appear out of nowhere. He sat 
down across from me, and we shook hands. I congratulated him on the performance aga inst 
the Yellow Jackets. 

"Thanks," he said. "We f inally got hot for one game, if nothing else. Long day? " 

"Yeah, but I guess that's life in a 12-team league," I said. 

"Tell me about it, " he replied. "It seems like we've rewritten the calendar for long days the 
past two seasons. But, as you know, everything written can be rewritten, and our program 's 
goal is to force a few rewrites from some of you guys, and starting next season. " 

We laughed, and I assured him that I stood ready, willing and able to jump back aboard the 
Good Ship Prosser if he cou ld chart a change of course. He spent the next 10 m inutes 
explaining how that wou ld come about. He talked about the recru its on the way and those on 
the periscope . He talked about what he had learned but still needed to learn more about. 
Bringing up the exploits of Jim Grobe 's football team , he envisioned the day in the near future 
when Wake Forest would become the patron sa int of co llegiate long shots. 
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I believe Prosser was sincere about his vision for Wake basketball -- that he knew what could 
be achieved. 

If that happens, someone else will be in charge. Wake Forest and all of college athletics will be 
fortunate if it happens under a person with the character of Skip Prosser. 

Columnist Caulton Tudor can be reached at 829-8946 or 
ca u I ton. tudor@newsobserver.com. 

© Copyright 2007, The News & Observer Publishing Company 

A subsidiary of The McClatchy Company 
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Wake Forest students react to 
Prosser's death 

Deacons' head coach won ACC title, 
No. 1 ranking 

LORENZO PEREZ, Staff Writer 

WINSTON-SALEM - Wake Forest basketball coach Skip 
Prosser, who combined a passion for his sport with a 
clever teacher's love of history and literature, died 
Thursday. 

A red-haired, 56-year-old Pittsburgh native who three 
years ago guided Wake's program to its only No. 1 
national ranking, Prosser collapsed in his campus office. 

Students wrapped the quad at Wake 
Forest Un iversity in toilet paper after 

midnight to honor basketball coach Skip 
Prosser, who died of a heart attack on 
Thursday . They wrote 'We'll Miss You, 

Skip !' 
Staff Photo by Ted Richardson 

He had jogged around the Kentner Stadium Track about noon, university officials said. 
Director of basketball operations Mike Muse found him slumped on his office couch about 40 
minutes later and tried to revive him with CPR. 

A Student Health Service physician and nurse administered a defibrillator before Prosser was 
rushed to Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center, according to the university. 

He was pronounced dead at 1 :41 p.m. In all likelihood, Prosser suffered a blockage in a 
coronary artery, prompting "a very serious, massive heart attack," said Dr. William Applegate, 
dean of Wake Forest University School of Medicine. 

"This kind of attack, if it's not witnessed by someone right next to the person, and CPR is not 
started within seconds, the outcome is often not good," Applegate said. 

Like many college coaches, Prosser had been crisscrossing the country recruiting this summer. 
Earlier this week, Prosser was in Las Vegas scouting one basketball tournament before 
catching a red-eye flight to Orlando, Fla., for another tournament, Wake officials said. 
Thursday, he woke up at 3 a.m. to catch a 6 a.m. flight home. 

Although word of Presser's death spread rapidly Thursday afternoon, Wake officia ls did not 
officially confirm it until 9 p.m. Wake athletics director Ron Wellman and others did not want 
to comment publicly until they could track down Presser's wife, Nancy. Traveling to Cincinnati, 
she was not reached until early Thursday evening. 

"It is hard to imagine this community without him," Nathan 0. Hatch, the university's 
president, said in a statement. "He was an infectious learner and teacher on and off the court, 
passionate about life and deeply committed to students and colleagues ." 

The former high school history teacher was more likely to sprinkle a postgame analysis with 
references to the Dalai Lama, Bruce Willis or Shakespeare than with a basketball junkie 's 
breakdown. 

"We were like Muhammad Ali in the rope-a-dope, taking blows on the forearms," Prosser said 
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after a 2003 win over N.C. State. 

Prosser attended the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and frequently joked that he fell only 848 
po ints shy of scoring 1,000 points while play ing there. 

He got his coaching break at a Wheeling, W.Va., prep school. He once said he accepted that 
first coaching job because it was the only way a Merchant Marine Academy graduate with a 
nautical science degree and no teaching certificate could teach history. Yet he went on to 
coach 12 years at the high school level and won a West Virginia title in 1982 before taking an 
assistant coaching job under Pete Gillen at Xavier University. 

After nine seasons there, Prosser was head coach at Loyola (Md.) College for one year before 
return ing to Xavier when Virginia lured Gillen from the Jesuit school. In his 14 years as a 
col lege head coach, Prosser had a 291-146 career record, including 126-68 in his six seasons 
at Wake Forest. 

When he arrived at Wake Forest in 2001, the stands surrounding the court at Lawrence Joel 
Coliseum were a staid sea of khaki and gold sweaters. With Prosser's encouragement, 
however, students began filling their rowdy "Screamin ' Deacons" section wearing 
black-and-gold tie-dyed T-shirts. And while a few purists sniffed at the over-the-top theater, 
Prosser welcomed a new pre-game tradition, featuring the Demon Deacons' mascot revving a 
Harley Davidson as he wheeled across the court while Guns-n-Roses ' "Welcome to the Jungle" 
blasted from the speakers. 

The dream included leading Wake to a 21-13 record his first season and a third-place finish in 
the ACC. Prosser went on to claim the league's regular-season title and ACC Coach of the Year 
honors in 2002-03 with a 25-6 record . That season ended with a tempting offer to leave 
Winston-Salem and return to his beloved hometown to coach the University of Pittsburgh. 
Wake fans flooded Prosser's office with posters and pleas for him to stay, and Prosser passed 
on the Big East job. 

Yet when he went unrecognized, such as when he tried to persuade an usher in Dallas' 
American Airlines Center during the 2006 NCAA Tournament that he was, indeed, the father of 
Mark Prosser, a Bucknell assistant, Prosser offered a bemused smile instead of the outrage of 
a snubbed celebrity. 

"He was a Pittsburgh guy who treated everyone the same, whether it was the maid at the 
hotel or a Mike Krzyzewski or Tom Izzo," said Gillen, who knew Prosser almost 30 years. "He 
never thought he was better than anyone else. " 

The next two seasons offered a dizzying yet bittersweet run for perhaps Prosser's best 
assembly of ta lent. With freshman Chris Paul running the point and sophomore center Eric 
Wi ll iams (of Wake Forest-Rolesville High) in the paint, the Demon Deacons reached the Sweet 
16 of the 2004 NCAA Tournament. 

Wi th Paul , Williams and fellow AII-ACC performer Justin Gray back, they entered the 2004-05 
season w ith nationa l championship aspirations and rose to No. 1 in the national Top 25 poll in 
November. It was a tenure cut short after an 18-point loss at Illinois, which eventually 
reached the national championship game that season. 

Wake Forest saw its season end prematurely in the NCAA Tournament with a double-overtime 
upset loss to West Virg inia in the second round, and Paul left for the NBA the following 
summer. 

Wi thout Paul at the point, the Demon Deacons fell to 17-17 in the 2005-06 season, failing to 
make the NCAA Tournament. Wake's record dropped to 15-16 last season. 

The stress and disappointment were taking its toll, one of Prosser's supporters said. "He put so 
much pressure on himself, a lot of us were worried about his health just by looking at him," 
sa id Ashby V. Cook Jr., a Wake graduate and longtime courtside presence. "But he had so 
many good th ings happening now." 
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In May, Prosser joined other college coaches on a trip to Kuwait, where he coached U.S. troops 
during "Operation Hardwood," a friendly, weeklong tournament. Back home, a positive turn in 
Wake's basketball fortunes appeared close. 

Gillen said the recent commitments of three of the top high school recruits in the country had 
Prosser believing a rebound to a Top-10 ranking was close. 

Rising seniors AI-Farouq Aminu -- a 6-8 forward from Norcross, Ga., ranked as the third-best 
prospect in the 2008 recruiting class -- 6-11 center Tony Woods of Rome, Ga. , and center Ty 
Walker of Wilmington pledged recently to sign with Wake Forest. 

It was enough to give Wake fans and Prosser hope for more raucous times at Joel Co liseum. 

"Skip Prosser was much more than a coach," Wake athletics director Ron Wellman said. "Skip 
was a friend, he was a mentor, he was a man of tremendous values, and he lived those 
values." 

Prosser is survived by his wife and two adult sons, Scott and Mark. No funeral details were 
available. 

(Staff writers Robbi Pickeral, Chip Alexander and Luciana Chavez contributed to this report.) 

Staff writer Lorenzo Perez can be reached at 829-4643 or 
lorenzo.perez@newsobserver.com. 
Staff writers Robbi Pickeral, Chip Alexander and Luciana Chavez contributed to this report. 

© Copyright 2007, The News & Observer Publishing Company 

A subsidiary of The McClatchy Company 
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Coaching fraternity reeling from Prosser's death 
By Andy Katz 
ESPN.com 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. -- My 23-month-old son was being his normal, vocal self behind me. I 
was on the phone with Wake Forest coach Skip Prosser Wednesday morning, and Prosser asked me 
about my family, my wife, my nearly 5-year-old daughter and my son. And before I could answer, 
Prosser told me how much better being a parent is as your children get older. 

"What's great is now I see my son on the road recruiting, and we can go out and have lunch and hang 
out," Prosser said of his son Mark, an assistant at Bucknell. "We just did [this week]. I love it." 

Prosser died Thursday after going out for a jog in Winston-Salem, N.C. I can't stop thinking about our 
conversation 24 hours earlier. He was so upbeat, so full oflife, so Skip, easily one of the most likable 
and respected college basketball coaches. 

Prosser told me he had just been recruiting in Las Vegas, was in Orlando for another day and had to go 
back to campus Thursday. Supposedly, the plan was to possibly head back to Orlando for more 
recruiting evaluation. We talked about the good news Wake Forest was receiving on commitments for 
some of the top big men in the Class of 2008. He was as excited about Wake Forest basketball as he 
was when the Demon Deacons were No. 1 in the country two seasons ago with Chris Paul at the point. 
After a disappointing 2005-06 season, Prosser was mentioned as a candidate to head back to 
Cincinnati to replace Bob Huggins. He was adamant that he was staying at Wake Forest, determined to 
turn the Demon Deacons back into an ACC contender. He echoed that sentiment in our conversation 
Wednesday. 

It all seems so trivial right now. 

It's way too early to speculate on what Prosser was living with, what time bomb lurked inside him. But 
like most college coaches, he was in the midst of the usual July grind -- taking red-eyes from Vegas to 
Orlando, sneaking back for a camp day and then quickly back on the road. 

And as the news of Prosser's death quickly spread Thursday at the Milk House on Disney's Wide 
World of Sports complex, where I was taping a series of ESPNU college basketball round table 
discussions, the reaction among college coaches was one of utter shock. 

We had just finished a session with Saint Joseph's coach Phil Martelli, George Mason coach Jim 
Larranaga, VCU's Anthony Grant and Clemson's Oliver Purnell when Ohio coach Tim O'Shea and Pitt 
coach Jamie Dixon delivered the news. Martelli's son, Jimmy, an assistant at Robert Morris, ran up to 
find his father. 

Dixon had just seen Mark Prosser get the phone call while sitting courtside watching an A.AU game. 
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He got up and left in tears. 

The ashen looks on the coaches in the gym were everywhere. Around the court, Dixon, Kansas' Bill 
Self, Louisville's Rick Pitino, Baylor's Scott Drew and Virginia Tech's Seth Greenberg stared blankly 
out at the court. Their eyes were focused on the action, but there's no telling where their minds had 
drifted. 

Everyone was in a state of disbelief. Prosser had just been in Orlando the previous night. Stanford 
coach Trent Johnson called to tell me he was with Prosser late into the night after a game. Johnson was 
in shock after hearing the news, but still wanted to be sure he heard it correctly. 

Illinois coach Bruce Weber wanted to be certain he heard the same thing. So, too, did Gonzaga's Mark 
Few and many others. West Virginia called on behalf of Bob Huggins, a good friend of Prosser's from 
their Cincinnati-Xavier rivalry days. UCLA's Ben Howland was just as stunned. No one could come to 
grips with the news that one of their own, who never seemed to be the subject of negative talk, was 
gone so suddenly. 

A number of these coaches have dealt with grief recently. Pitino lost his brother-in-law on 9/11. 
Dixon's sister, former Army coach Maggie Dixon, and his cousin both died unexpectedly last year of 
heart ailments. Greenberg didn't lose any loved ones in the Virginia Tech massacre, but he was there, 
sharing the fear, and in the aftermath, the schoolwide grief. 

Greenberg had a hard time dealing with the rather trivial task at hand of watching high school players 
run and up down a court Thursday. He cited the health of Western Michigan coach Steve Hawkins, 
who told me earlier this week that he was told his exhaustion contributed to his seizure last month, as 
yet another warning sign to the demands of the profession. Greenberg wondered aloud what kind of 
lifestyle these coaches are living with their rush to watch games, going from Orlando to Las Vegas to 
Los Angeles, to text one more recruit, to make one more phone call, to rush back for this camp and 
that speaking engagement. 

There was a collective pause among the coaches here Thursday, 
wondering if they shouldn't all just take a step back. Martelli was so 
distraught, he said he was heading back home to Philadelphia. He 
didn't see the purpose of staying on the road anymore. I got the sense 
no one wanted to be here. Martelli said Thursday night that he thought 
the event should be shut down since no coaches clearly wanted to be 
recruiting. 

"Maybe we should all go home and take a breath and a break," Martelli 
said. 

He also said Prosser had recently encouraged him to read the book 
about the Duke lacrosse case while they sat at the Peach Jam in North 
Augusta, S.C., earlier this month. Martelli said he just finished the 
book and said he was looking forward to talking to him about it. 

The reason Prosser was so beloved by his peers was because he was 
genuine. He was honest. He was real. On a number of occasions, he 

Skip Prosser's son Mark 
(right) is an assistant coach 
at Bucknell. 

could be found taking his developmentally challenged son Scott with him on the road. I can't recall 
seeing Prosser by himself over the years. He was always with Scott, his son Mark, his assistant Dino 
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Gaudio or his wife Nancy. While at Wake Forest, he was close to sports information director Dean 
Buchan, who recently took a job at Georgia Tech in the same capacity. 

Prosser talked to me Wednesday about Buchan's departure. He joked about how Buchan kept text 
messaging Prosser to make sure he wasn't mad at Buchan. They continued their friendly barbs as late 
as Thursday morning, Buchan said later in the day. 

Prosser said he was eager to get to know Buchan's replacement. He was one of those people interested 
in just about everyone he came into contact with on a daily basis. He was a diligent reader, interested 
in history and politics. He was more than just a coach. Much more. 

The fair-haired, freckled Prosser was a wonderful man and appeared to be a devoted father, husband, 
friend to many, foe to apparently no one and a mentor for many in the profession. 

Wake Forest, Winston-Salem, the ACC, college basketball, and those of us who knew him lost a 
gentlemen Thursday. His death makes us all ponder purpose and the need to slow down at times, too. 

Excuse me while I head home to hug my loved ones. 

Andy Katz is a senior writer at ESP N com. 

ESPN.com: Help I PR Media Kit I Sales Media Kit I Report a Bug I Contact Us I Site Map I Jobs at 
ESPN I Supplier Information I Copyright ©2007 ESPN Internet Ventures. Terms of Use and 
UPOA TEO Privacy Policy and Safety Information/Your California Privacy Rights are applicable to 
you. All rights reserved. 

7/31/2007 3:39 PM 



FOX Sports on MSN - COLLEGE BASKETBALL - Prosser proved .. . http: //msn.foxsports.com/cbk/story/7064808?print=true 

I of 2 

Prosser proved to be a teacher at heart 

I FOXSports.com 
Posted : 2 days ago 

Pete Gillen had just stopped into his Charlottesville (Va .) Country Club to line up a golf lesson and gotten back 
into the car Thursday when the call he never thought he'd get came through on the cell phone. 

His attorney was on the other end of the line and he was crying . 

"I thought his son had died," recalled Gillen, the former Virginia coach and current CSTV analyst. "Then , he 
said , 'Skip's dead."' 

Gillen couldn't believe it. 

"No," he screamed. 

Gillen gave Prosser his first break in college coaching when he hired him as an assistant after Gillen left 
Digger Phelps' staff at Notre Dame to become the first head coach at Xavier in 1985. 

Then , he watched him grow up in the business . 

And now one of the nicest people in all of college basketball was gone. Prosser returned to Winston-Salem 
from Orlando, where he had been scouting players at the Nike Super Showcase, to attend the final day of the 
basketball camp. He died Thursday morning from a heart attack following a jog on Wake's pretty ACC 
campus. He was taken to Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center but doctors there couldn't save him. He was 
just 56 years old , a regular exerciser with no record of medical problems. 

The university delayed the official announcement until it 
could contact Presser's wife Nanci, a trauma nurse, who 
was at a bridal shower in Ohio. He is also survived by two 
sons: Scott, 28 ; and Mark, 27, who is an assistant at 
Bucknell and was on the road recruiting when news 
broke. 

"It still seems surreal to me," Gillen said . 

Gillen and Prosser had known each other since 1977 
when Prosser was coaching at Linsly Military Academy in 
West Virginia and Gillen, then a young assistant coach at 
VMI , was attempting to recruit one of his players, a 6-5 
forward named Marty Coyne. 

Coyne went to West Point, but a friendship was born. 
Gillen went on to to become an assistant at Notre Dame. 
Prosser, who went on to coach at Wheeling Central 
Catholic the next year, used to drive his players out to 
Digger Phelps' camp every summer, work the camp and 
then would show up again in South Bend every October 
to watch the Irish practice. He used to stay at Gillen's 
home. 

When Gillen moved on to Xavier, he hired Jeff Nix, 
another Irish assistant, to his staff, then added Prosser, 
who had been a high school coach for 13 years. 

Also ... 
Funeral services for Wake Forest basketball 
coach Skip Prosser have been scheduled for 
the coming week, the school announced 
Saturday. 

A public viewing is from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday at Holy Family Catholic Church in 
Clemmons. On Tuesday, a 6 p.m. funeral Mass 
takes place at the church and will be broadcast 
in Wait Chapel on the Wake Forest campus. 

Wake Forest assistant coaches will serve as 
pallbearers while current and incoming 
basketball team members will serve as 
honorary pallbearers, the school said in a news 
release . 

Burial is tentatively scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Saturday in Cincinnati. 

Prosser, who led the Demon Deacons to their 
first No. 1 basketball ranking three seasons 
ago, died Thursday of an apparent heart 
attack. He was 56. 

- The Associated Press 

"It was a little bit of a gamble ," Gillen said. "But it couldn't have worked out any better. Skip turned out to be an 
exceptional talent evaluator. " 

Consider the pros he produced , first as a head coach at Xavier for seven years, then during his six years at 
Wake. He signed 6-foot-8 Aaron Williams, who wasn 't even the best player on his high school team in 
Chicago; 6-8 sleeper forward James Posey and 6-9 David West, who won several National Player of the Year 
awards , at Xavier; and forward Josh Howard , forward Darius Songalia and point guard Chris Paul at Wake. 

And he won everywhere , taking Loyola of Maryland , which was 2-25 the previous year, to the NCAA 
Tournament in his only year there. He coached Xavier to four NCAA appearances and a third-place NIT finish. 
At Wake - by far the smallest school in Division I-A- he went to four NCAA Tournaments , won the ACC 
title in 2003 and spent time as the No. 1-ranked team in the country for parts of the 2004-05 season. His 
career record was 291 -1 46. 

When Pitt approached Prosser about replacing Ben Howland after he left for UCLA in 2003, Wake reacted 
quickly, signing him to a 10-year deal reportedly worth $1 million a season to keep him on Tobacco Road . The 
next year, Wake advanced to the Sweet 16 before losing to St. Joseph's. 

Not bad for a guy who never thought he'd get into coaching . Prosser, who grew up in Carnegie, Pa., was the 
son of a signal man for the Pennsylvania Railroad and his mother was a teacher. 

After playing basketball for three years and graduating from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in 1972 with 
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a degree in nautical science, he wanted to be a teacher, but he had not taken any courses in education, which 
eliminated any possibility of doing that in the public school system. 

So, when Eudice Joseph, the AD at Linsly Academy in West Virginia offered him his first job as a ninth-grade 
history teacher at that small private school, he did with the following stipulation - that Prosser also coach the 
ninth-grade football and basketball teams . 

So, in a sense, Prosser didn't choose his profession, his profession chose him. He coached freshman 
basketball for four years, then jayvees for a season before making his reputation as a high school varsity 
coach at Linsly and then Wheeling Central Catholic for eight years before making the quantum leap. 

But he never forgot where he came from. 

Or who he was. 

Prosser was always a teacher at heart, right to the end , a well-read man with a dry sense of humor who 
quoted "Billy Shakespeare" to the media and even found time to wet his musical appetite by attending Bruce 
Springsteen concerts. 

"He was a blue-collar guy who had the respect of the giants in his profession," Gillen said . 

He will be missed. 
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Coach Prosser Dies at Age 56 

By JIM ELLIOTI 

POSTED: July 27, 2007 

Wheeling's Joe Blaha was a freshman on the 1980 Wheeling 
Central boys' basketball team coached by Skip Prosser, who Article Photos 
died Thursday at the age of 56. 

New to the job, Prosser had joined Wheeling Central earlier 
that year after a stint at The Linsly School. What he 
Inherited was a young team that was about to take Its 
lumps. 

None of that mattered to Prosser. 

Blaha remembers riding on a team bus on the way back 
through Charleston after they played a few practice games 
in the area. 

"Our bus stopped at the Charleston Civic Center,• Blaha 
recalled. "Coach had organized for the place to be open for 
us. It was completely empty. We walked In, he sat us down 
and gave a speech and said, 'This Is where we'll be in two 
years.' 

"He was right.• 
PROSSER 

In 1982, Presser's third Wheeling Central team, which included current Tulsa University coach Doug 
Wojcik, won the school's first West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities Commission boys' basketball 
state title. 

Blaha, with a heavy heart, relayed that story only a few hours after he'd received news that Prosser, the 
head men's basketball coach at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C., had died Thursday at 
the age of 56. 

"A friend of mine called about 2 o'clock,• Blaha said. "I looked on the Internet, and boom, it was there. 
Complete shock." 

Blaha's words were echoed throughout the Ohio Valley by those who remained close to Prosser. 

' Skip was always first-class," said former Wheeling Park boys' basketball coach Sam Andy. 

Andy's teams didn't take It real easy on those young Central teams - a favor Prosser later returned 
when his sophomores became seniors - but the two were always close. 

"We'd ta lk on the phone for hours,• Andy recalled. "When my wife was ill, he called and sent flowers.· 

Blaha said Prosser remained the most Influential coach he ever had. 

"It was more than that," he said. "Not Just basketball but teaching - everything. All I could see is I 
didn't want to disappoint him. He was one of those guys who would get the best out of you. You didn't 
want to disappoint him in any way, shape or form." 

No details of Presser's death were immediately released, and Wake Forest athletic director Ron Wellman 
declined to comment. The school scheduled a news conference for Thursday night. 

Jon Terry, a Bucknell team spokesman, said Mark Prosser had been on the road recruiting but was 
heading to North Carolina on Thursday afternoon. 

"Everybody here has gotten to know Skip real well,• Terry said. 'Obviously it's tragic news for all of us 
up here, as well.• 

Nick Bedway, retired executive sports editor for The Intelligencer and Wheeling News-Register, worked 
alongside Prosser for many years and always admired his approach. 

"Skip's mission In life was to become a great teacher, and he certainly reached that goal," Bedway said. 
"He was a teacher of the game of basketball, and he did it as well as anybody In the coaching profess ion. 
As a high school coach, everything was about the kids. His philosophy was to make them better people 
first and basketball players second.• 

Bedway's longtime newspaper co-worker and friend Doug Huff, a retired sports editor of The 
Intelligencer, said Prosser was one-of-a-kind. 

"Skip was a real personable guy, really well liked," Huff said. "He had a pretty good rapport with his 
players, the media, he had time for everybody. Even after he left and became a Division I head coach at 
Xavier and Wake Forest, he came back here to Wheeling (Jesuit University) and helped with camps and 
was a guest speaker.· 

One of the men responsible for bringing Prosser back to those camps was Wheeling Recreation 
Department Director Tom "Bear" Bechtel, a friend of Presser's for more than 30 years. 

Bechtel recalled a time a few years ago when he and three others traveled to the Winston-Salem area to 
check out a softball facility . Bechtel had called Prosser and set up a meeting with him inside Lawrence 
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