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''A Thousand Candles'' 
Beulah Raynor retire? English at Wake Forest just won't be the same. If 
you didn't have her, you heard about her. _ 

by Louise Y. Gossett '' s he's a beautiful lady, but she's 
very demanding." Genera- 

tions of Wake Forest freshmen have 
heard by the campus grapevine this 
summation of the English teacher they 
might have: Mrs. Raynor. 

Next September, when students and 
faculty are crisscrossing-the campus, will 
be the first in sixty-three years that Beu 
lah Lassiter Raynor has not been in a 
classroom. 

But she will never be far from campus 
or classroom. She has led too many 
students into writing and reading better 
than they thought possible and she has 
worked loyally alongside too many fac 
ulty to be absent, ever, really, from 
Wake Forest. 
In 1916 Beulah Lassiter entered the 

first grade in her Eastern North 
Carolina home town of Rich Square, to 
make the discovery which illuminated 
her life: learning is a joy to be shared. 
She can't remember learning to read: "If 
they let me look at the pictures in a 
book, I could read." And she went on 
reading - through the Horatio Alger 
stories because she had boy cousins and 
on to an abiding interest in Willa 
Cather, Robert Frost, and Emily Dic 
kinson. She has a special interest in his 
torical fiction about Eastern North 
Carolina by writers like Inglis Fletcher 
and Bernice Kelly Harris, and the 
novels of Western Carolina by Thomas 
Wolfe. She loves the state fromseashore 
to mountain. 

Learning for Beulah Lassiter centered 
in language. She majored in English and 
French at East Carolina Teachers Col 
lege (now East Carolina University), 
graduating into the Great Depression, 
when getting a job was as worrisome a 
problem as it is today. For fourteen 
years she taught English and French in 
the public high schools of Bladen, Ber 
tie, and Northampton counties. Then, 
in 1945, she became the second woman on 
the staff of the newly coeducational Old 
Wake Forest. She had three posts: assis 
tant to Dean of Women Lois Johnson, 
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candidate for the M.A. in English, and 
part-time English instructor. Her fresh 
men, measured by departmental tests 
given at the beginning and 'end of the 
semester, showed more improvement 
than those in other sections. Beulah Las 
siter was invited to stay. Within two 
years she was invited by K.T. Raynor of 
the mathematics department to become 
Mrs. Raynor. 

About her first college teaching she 
modestly insists, "well, you know, I was 
doing what I'd always done - teaching 
grammar and sentence structure." We 
also know she was organizing 
presentations, clarifying concepts, help 
fully evaluating themes, and keeping 
students encouraged; she was giving the 
kind of professional performance which 
makes a student in her class today rec 
ognize, in asking a lot of us, she is asking 
a lot of herself. This is the kind of profes 
sionalism livened by a quick intelli 
gence, retentive memory, wide and 
thorough reading, dedicated prepara 
tion, and nimble humor which col 
leagues as well as students admire. In 
her enthusiasm for living and working, 
Mrs. Raynor is timeless and tireless. 
Asked about changes through the years, 
she unhesitatingly declares, "Students 
have just as fine values as they've always 
had. They know a great deal, but they 
need to be disciplined in writing." She 
likes finding new ideas for the English 
department to try out, and she likes the 
department's genial working together to 
make decisions. She anticipated a con 
temporary topic in writing her master's 
thesis on Tennyson's women. 

Among her distinctions is the fact that 
she is the last full-tirrie member of the 
English department who also taught at 
Old Wake Forest. There, without the 
amenity of a private office, she and in 
structors like Provost Edwin G. Wilson, 
then recently returned from war service, 
sat at tables in one large room, grading 
hundreds of themes and conducting con 
ferences. (A standard work load then 
was four sections of freshman English 
with thirty or more students in each.) 

On the new Winston-Salem campus be 
fore Tribble Hall was finished, English 
teachers again shared a large room, lib 
rary space which is now the Z. Smith 
Reynolds Library's acquisitions de 
partment. Here one of Mrs. Raynor's 
companions was Emily Herring (later to 
become Mrs. Edwin Wilson). 
Except for teaching in summer ses 

sions at Appalachian State (1955-5 7) 
and Campbell College ( 1962), Mrs. 
Raynor has remained at Wake Forest. 
Throughout her career she has concen 
trated on the crucial preparation of 
freshmen and sophomores in composi 
tion courses and surveys or master 
works of American literature. "I came to 
Wake Forest," she says, "when they 
needed somebody to teach freshmen, 
and I still like teaching freshmen. They 
are ambitious and fresh and haven't got 
ten into" - she grins - "the bad ways 
we teach them here." For sophomores 
she selects memorable writers from the 
core of American literature: Poe, Mel 
ville, Twain, Stephen Crane, Frost, Dic 
kinson, O'Neill, and Hemingway. When 
the January term began in 1972, she de 
veloped a well-attended course on 
Hemingway. Now· as she clears files, she 
thinks, "I can't throw out this Heming 
way material. I might just need it." 

I t seems likely that everything Mrs. 
Raynor has taught will remain 

part of the continuity of the University. 
Brushing aside such a suggestion, she 
declares that all she hopes is that she has 
had some influence on her students, and 
adds one of her aphorisms: "I hope I 
haven't been so interested in teaching 
the book that I've forgot the boy." She 
recalls Professor Emeritus of Education 
Jasper Memory's image: a teacher lights 
a thousand candles which in later life 
return to light his way. To an outstand 
ing student she may give her own ac 
colade: "You are one of my candles." 
Through all tributes to Mrs. Raynor 

will run references to her sweet smile 
and reassuring voice, to her friendliness 
which is in the tradition of Southern 
ladyship without one drop of sentimen 
tality. There are no "tears and f1apdoo 
dle" in her resolute integrity. Students 
know her as a personable, approachable 
teacher who remembers their names and 
home towns and keeps up with their for 
tunes - and grades with inexorable 
fairness, reviewing all their work at the 



he led a weekend mime workshop in 
April and directed the University 
Theatre's spring production of jumpers, a 
British comedy by Tom Stoppard. (The 
play was highly popular with critics and 
large audiences during its two-week 
run.) 

He also is writing several books on 
speech, acting, and storytelling, plus a 
new one on mime. In the odd spare mi 
nute, he runs for exercise and satisfac 
tion, and is an amateur magician. 
But in the classroom, Dodding's 

brand of "educational magic" is highly 
professional and unquestionably his own 
invention. One Wake Forest admirer 
calls him the University's "smash hit" of 
the season. w •· 

Dodding turns to the odd and eccentric to turn his students on to mime. 
Dodding's teaching of children is not 

limited to the visual performing arts. He 
is an accomplished storyteller and for 
the past twelve years has written and 
narrated weekly radio programs for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation. Poet, 
author of six books and numerous 
dramatic scripts, speech coach, director 
of over sixty plays, broadcaster, teacher, 
actor - Dodding has been involved 
with theatre all the way from London to 
the European continent, Canada, and 
North America. 

In 19 7 5, he directed the North 
Carolina School of the Arts production 
of Jean-Paul Sartre's No Exit, and this 
past March directed the school's highly 
successful presentation of Under Milk 
Wood by Dylan Thomas. He also has 
taught a number of summer courses on 
the NCSA Winston-Salem campus in 
addition to year-long courses in London 
for NCSA students there. 

While working at NCSA, Dodding 

often visited Wake Forest and was im 
pressed with what he saw. The facilities 
in the Fine Arts Center, he says, "are 
comparable on a smaller scale to those 
in the National Theatre (in London) 
and actually, in some ways, are better." 
Dodding also admires the work of 

Harold Tedford, the University Theatre 
director, and Donald Wolfe, chairman of 
the Department of Speech Communica 
tion and Theatre Arts, and he ap 
preciates what he calls the Wake Forest 
community's "high personal and aesthe 
tic standards." 

Dodding sees Wake Forest students as 
"talented, energetic, and enthusiastic," 
but above all having the kind of 
"courteous concern for other people" 
which he believes is "an essential ingre 
dient of good theatre" often lacking in 
theatrical groups. 

Always the gentleman, Dodding is his 
students' most critical yet appreciative 
audience. In addition to his class work, 

Anne Adkins is assistant to the director ef communications. 
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end of a term. These interests and at 
titudes Mrs. Raynor shared deeply with 
her husband, who died in 1977. The 
Raynors have been a distinguished 
household alumni association, staying in 
touch with hundreds of Wake Forest 
graduates and friends. These will con 
tinue to call, write, or visit the brown 
shingled, white-shuttered house on Fac 
ulty Drive. K.T.'s portrait looks out over 
the fireside, where Beulah can expertly 
"kick up the chunks" of a fire and de 
velop a listener's East Carolina vocabu 
lary: perhaps you can "hope" (help) 
"'cruit" (recruit) up the fire by adding 
a "lighterd knot" (resinous pine knot). 
Or you might eat "roasen ears" and 
"sallet greens" in the summer and 
"dandoodle" (kidney stuffed with saus 
age and boiled) and boiled eggs at Eas 
ter. Or carry "Whitmel's candy" to 
"chirrun" on their birthdays. Mrs. 
Raynor, like her husband, is a master of 
the anecdote and the folk saying: "it's no 
bigger than a cake of soap after a week's 
washing." From her father she gleefully 
recalls a series of stories about an ac 
quaintance who advised if a laggard 
student couldn't pass mathematics, he 
might take arithmetic. The sound effects 
are particularly important because this 
acquaintance lisped. Mrs. Raynor's 
mother - "Miss Gussie," nearly 
ninety-one - laughs and quickly adds 

to or modifies the tales told. 
This is a household into which the 

young like to be adopted. The campus 
born children and grandchildren of the 
Warren Carrs and the Ivey Gentrys 
have been treated here to the imagina 
tive spirit of play. Mrs. Raynor, who has 
always enjoyed playing games, can lead 
children from dominoes and Chinese 
checkers to Rook, Flinch, canasta, ana 
grams, and Scrabble. Miss Gussie is 
"Gutchie" to Provost Wilson's children. 
Bob Lovett's young boys come calling. 
Bill Blackburn, who grew up next door, 
still likes his Christmas stocking hung at 
the Raynor mantel. The Wake Forest 
freshman son of longtime family friends 
takes Miss Beulah to the College Union 
dinner theatre or drops by to play the 
piano. "Little folk" and "big folk" are 
received with the same easy courtesy, 
expressed in setting out the right little 
chair for a child to perch in or bringing 
coffee and cake to a grown-up. Guests at 
the Raynor table eat in Southern Living 
style - chicken and country ham (Miss 
Beulah doesn't think anyone should 
have a single choice), vegetables in 
well-seasoned broth, and cloud-light 
biscuits. Mrs. Raynor laughs that K.T. 
identified her talent to his musical 
friends as that of "playing the sweetest 
music on the dishpan you ever heard." 
Hospitality flows naturally from her 

generous interest in others, her pleasure 
in variety, and the cordial manners 
which distinguish her classroom as well 
as her home. Underlying the hospitality 
is the good sense which responds hon 
estly to an occasion. Colleagues know 
that when they are carried away in ques 
tioning a prospective department 
member at lunch, Mrs. Raynor will re 
mind them, "We must give the man 
time to eat." 

In her good judgment, steadfastness, 
and cheer, in her learning (students 
wonder how she knows all those things) 
and her high academic standards, in her 
selflessness and modesty, Mrs. Raynor 
has achieved what some doubt even Mil 
ton successfully portrayed: she demon 
strates that goodness is attractive. For 
Mrs. Raynor is a compleat person, and 
completeness is the essence of the qual 
ity of education she has faithfully 
maintained at Wake Forest, lighting the 
thousand candles that now come back to 
her. w •' 

Louise Y. Gossett is professor ef English at Salem College. She 
is the author efViolence in Recent Southern Fiction and 
a number ef articles on Southern American Literature. Siu and 
husband Tom, professor of English al the University, are 
neighbors of Beulah Raynor. 

Beulah Raynor, still thorough after the umpteenth theme ef the 
day. 
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IJVTHE 
CLASSES 
The Half-Century Club 

Robert C. Foster ('26) is retired and living in 
Thomasville, N.C., where he was most recently 
interim pastor of the First Baptist Church. He 
reports that his uncle graduated from the Col 
lege I 00 years ago and that his two sons at 
tended the University.• William C. Har 
ward ('16) is reported improving from a severe 
illness at Myrtle Beach Manor, U.S. Highway 
17, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577. He has sold his 
Aftermath Farm (so-named because he taught 
math for many years) near Sanford, N.C. He 
retired from school administration some time 
ago, but served on the Lee County, N.C. school 
board until he was eighty. His wife is also at 
Myrtle Beach Manor. • Ralph M. Lee ('22) 
has retired after forty-five years with Mars Hill 
College, twenty-seven as academic dean. The 
Mars Hill, N.C. address is Box 327. 

The Thirties Classes 
W. Fred Barefoot ('32) retired in October from 
a surgery practice of almost forty years, most 
recently in Whiteville, N.C. •Herbert W. 
Baucom Jr. ('34) retired January 1 from forty 
five years in the ministry. He lives in Lumber 
ton, N.C. at 2803 North Shaw Avenue and says 
he looks forward to supply preaching. • J.V. 
Brittle ('32) has retired as managing officer of 
East Federal Savings in Warsaw, N.C. •Fred 
M. Byerly ('31) has been appointed to the Dis 
ciplinary Hearing Commission of North 
Carolina. He is in the insurance and real estate 
business in Dunn, N.C. He and wife Kitty 
Makepeace have two daughters and four 
grandchildren. • William E. Cornatzer ('39, 
M.D. '51), chairman of the department of bio 
chemistry at the University of North Dakota, 
has recieved a large grant from the U.S. De 
partment of Agriculture for research on diet 
and body fats. • E.E. Crutchfield (LL.B. '37) 
has retired from North Carolina district court 
in Moore County, where he served for ten years. 
•Edward M. Hairfield ('32, LLB. '33) 
has formed a law firm with Harold M. Robin 
son in the Ervin Bulding in Morganton, N.C. 
He and his wife Tess Harper have three chil 
dren.• Hugh A. Matthews ('36), who retired 
last year from directing the health service and 
teaching at Western Carolina University in 
Cullowhee, has published Neil's Wqy, an account 
of growing up on a Harnett County, N .C. farm. 
He has a master's degree in English from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as 
well as a medical degree. • E. Leonidas 
Smith ('33) is now director of management de 
velopment for Piedmont Associated Industries. 
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The Forties Classes 

He lives at 2891 Monticello Drive in Winston 
Salem. • William C. Stephenson ('31) re 
ceived the outstanding citizen of the year award 
from the Wake Forest, N.C. town board in De 
cember. He says he doesn't know why. • B.1 
Tart Jr. ('35, M.D. '37) has expanded the staff 
and built a new building for his diagnostic 

.... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~...j 
radiology practice in Dallastown, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Betty S. Ambrose ('44) is chairman of the 
ladies golf association at the Cherokee Country 
Club in Atlanta, where her address is 1014 
Nawench Drive N.W. She is married and has 
three children. • Henlee H. Barnette ('40) is 
clinical professor in the department of psychia 
try and behavioral sciences at the University of 
Louisville. His address is 2909 Meadow lark 
Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40206. • Helen 
Tucker Beckwith ('46) has a novel, her 
eighth, coming out in August. A Reason for 
Rivalry is the title and Fawcett is the publisher. 
Set during the Regency period in England, it 
has been chosen as a Doubleday Romance 
Book Club selection. • Harold Clark Bennett 
('49) has assumed responsibilities as executive 
secretary/treasurer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Nashville, Tennessee. • Leslie 
E. Cansler Jr. ('41) has been made editor of 
the Sunday News Journal in Wilmington, Dela 
ware. He calls himself "yet another of Dr. 
Folk's boys."• William F. Connelly ('49) 
has been appointed vice president of the corpo 
rate staff of Owens-Illinois Inc. in Toledo, 
Ohio.• David F. Freeman ('48, M.D. '51), 
who has a psychiatry practice in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., supervises child psychiatry residents in 
the University of North Carolina/Duke 
University Psychoanalytic Training Pro 
gram. •David A. Harris Jr. ('46) and wife 
Mary Liles ('47) live at 149 Benbow Lane in 
Charlotte, N.C., where he was named national 
high school athletic director of the year by the 
National High School Athletic Coaches Associ 
ation. •John Gatling Hofler ('49), president 
of Institutional Foods Company, has been 
elected to the board of directors of North 
Carolina National Bank. •Jackson S. Hoyle 
('49) has been named director of admissions 
and social services of the North Carolina 
Homes for the Aging. He and his wife Mary 
Littlejohn have three children.• Royal G. 
Jennings ('42, M.D. '45), a dermatologist, is 
president of the Guilford County, N.C. Medical 
Society. •James W. Kelly ('40) is a retired 
U.S. Air Force colonel now living in Wendell, 
N.C. •Roscoe E. Mason ('44) has stepped 
down his medical practice at Harborside Clinic 
in Beaufort, N.C. His medical degree is from 
Harvard. •William F. Mcilwain ('49) has 
become deputy editor of The Washington 
Siar. •Clarence M. McMurry (M.D. '46), an 
internist in Shelby, N.C., recently was elected 
to the board of directors of Northwestern Bank. 

The Fifties Classes 

He is also a trustee of Cleveland Memorial 
Hospital. 

Graham B. Blanton (' 5 7) has been elected vice 
president of group sales for Pilot Life Insurance 
Company in Greensboro, N.C. •Raymond E. 
Bower ('50), professor of physical education at 
North Carolina Wesleyan College, was honored 
by the Dixie Intercollegiate Athletic Confer 
ence at a dinner in February. His doctorate is 
from the University of North Caroli 
na. •James L. Chestnutt ('50) has been pro 
moted to technical director by RJR Archer Inc. 
in Winston-Salem.• Huldah Lineberry 
Cropley (' 51) looks forward to moving back to 
North Carolina from Canada. She reports that 
she is recovering well from a severe accident 
three years ago. The Ontario address is Bo "2, 
Deep River.• Dover R. Fouts Jr. ('55) has 
been promoted to senior vice president of B.F. 
Goodrich's worldwide operations and will be 
responsible for all tire operations outside the 
United States. He will return to Akron, Ohio in 
June with wife Amparo and daughter Han 
nah. • Kieffer Gaddis ('59) is director of the 
Gastonia, N.C. recreation department.• G.M. 
Gorrell ('54) has been promoted to paper mill 
superintendent of Union Camp's Franklin, 
Virginia complex. He has a master's degree 
from the University of Tennessee.• Howard 
A.JemisonJr. (M.D. '51) has opened a new 
medical facility, Quiet Acres Medical Clinic, in 
King, N.C. •George E. Johnson ('57) has 
been elected president and general manager of 
Holly Poultry Company Inc. in Winston 
Salem. He and wife Patricia Peterson live in 
Pfafftown, N.C. • Henry W. Johnson ('52, 
M.D. '56) is the new president of the Forsyth 
County Medical Society. He is a pediatri 
cian. •George D. Kimberly ('54, M.D. '58), 
a family physician in Mocksville, N.C., is pres 
ident of the Davie County Heart Associa 
tion.• Charles E. Matthews ('58) was re 
cently named associate dean of graduate 
studies at the College of Charleston, S.C. His 
graduate degrees are from East Carolina Uni 
versity and the University of North Caroli 
na.• James D. Melvin Jr. ('52) married 
Margaret Jane Harris in Fayetteville, N.C. in 
January.• Henry S. Miller ('51, M.D. '54), 
professor of medicine at the University, has 
been elected vice president of the American 
Heart Association.• Richard M. Newton 
('50) is director of the coronary care unit at 
Community Hospital in Roanoke, Virginia. He 
is also clinical associate professor of internal 
medicine at the University of Virginia. 
•Richard B. Patterson (M.D. '55), profes 
sor of pediatrics at the University, was 
presented an award for service as chairman of 
the childhood cancer committee at the annual 
meeting of the North Carolina chapter of the 
American Cancer Society.• Charles F. 
Payne Jr. ('55, M.D. '58) is assistant professor 



Mrs. Raynor Had 6,800 Students 

W!r,,English Teacher Retires 
By Linda A'iJ7 Cf · 

Staff Repo~ti / 
Dr. E. E. Folk, professor 

emeritus of English at Wake 
Forest University, used to tell 
his journalism classes: "If 
you've got something to say, 
say it. You can always get a 
person like Beulah Raynor to 
proof it for you." 
For 34 years, Mrs. Raynor, 

an associate professor of 
English, has been teaching 
Wake Forest freshmen how to 
write. Mrs. Raynor, 68, is 
retiring this month to take 
care of her ailing 91-year-old 
mother. 
She said that freshmen have 

a better grasp of spelling, 
punctuation and sentence 
structure than when she 
started teaching in 1945. "But 
they have not had any more 
training in organizing .... 
They don't write with a pur 
pose much better," she said. 
She pulled a worn, blue 

grade book off the shelf in her 
office. She inherited the book 
in 1945 after it had been used 
by two other Wake Forest 
professors. The grades for the 
30 students in her first class 
were mostly C's with a 
smattering of D's and and F's. 
She opened the new plastic 

covered grade book on her 
desk. She had 20 students in 
one of her classes last 
semester, and the lowest grade 
was a C. 

. Sl•ff Photo by Allie Brown 

Beulah Raynor is a stickler for good English. 

"I feel like I've kept the 
same standards," she said. 
"The students are more 
capable according to their 

(test) scores and all. They can 
learn quickly - those that 
try." 
In other ways, she said, "The 

students are just like the ones I 
first saw: ambitious with high 
ideals . . . But they know a 
whole lot more about what's 
going on in the world." 
Mrs. Raynor said her stu 

dents tell her they haven't had 
much training in writing until 
they get to her class. "The high 
school classes are large. They 
don't have much time for 
writing .... They (the 
students) say that when they 
get their papers back, there's 
just a grade - A, B or C - and 
no comments." 
Mrs. Raynor came to- Wake 

Forest as a student during 
World War IL A native of Rich 
Square in Northampton 
County, she had earned her 
bachelor's degree at East 
Carolina Teachers College 
(now East Carolina 
University) during the 
Depression. She earned her 
tuition by working in the 
library. "I thought it was a 
real privilege to be around all 
those books," she said. 
After teaching public school 

for a few years, she went to 
Wake Forest to get her 
principal's certificate. 
"Meantime, I got my graduate 
degree in Engl.ish and my 
husband, too," she said .. 
Her husband, the late Ken 

neth T. Raynor, taught math at 
Wake Forest for 35 years 
before retiring in 1961. After 
that, he taught at Campbell 
See Beulah Raynor, Page 16 



eulah Raynor to Retire > 
ATter 34 Years at WFU 
Continued From Page 13 

College in Buies Creek for four 
years. "And in all that time, 
we only spent one weekend 
apart," she said. He died in 
1977 at the age of 87. 

Mrs. Raynor is one of only a 
few active professors at the 
university who made the move 
from the old campus at Wake 
Forest in 1956. "The campus 
was smaller then. Everybody 
went to the basketball games 
and the concerts. I knew 
everybody who played 
basketball whether I taught 
them or not. . . . Now I read 
about them in the paper, and 
maybe I know them." 

Unlike some longtime 
professors, Mrs. Raynor has a 
'reputation for changing the 
lectures in her freshman 
English class. She might con 
centrate on Ezra Pound one 
semester, Robert Frost the 

next and her favorite, Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson, the one after. 
"I'd learn a lot that way, and 

I thought the students did all 
right, too," she said. "One of 
my students told me, 'This is 
the first time in my life I've 
known enough about an author 
to talk about him."' 
When Mrs. Raynor· turns in 

her final grades this semester, 
she will have taught about 
6,800 students, including some 
current Wake Forest 
professors. "I know I'm going 
to miss it like everything," she 
said. 
But she said she will take 

solace in something said by 
Jasper L. Memory, one of her 
professors at Wake Forest: "A 
teacher lights a thousand 
candles that come back to 
brighten his way." 
She said, "Whenever a stu 

dent comes back to thank me, I 
tell him, 'You're one of my 
candles."' 


