
oung Apex minister 
warring against skin 

By DUDLEY PRICE 
Times staff writer 

A young Baptist minister is waging a campaign to 
rid Apex of pornography. . 

His crusade has stirred controversy in the small 
western Wake town. And although a broad legal ban 
that he advocated was turned down by the Town 
Board as unconstitutional, Wilburn W. Swaim, pas-
tor of the Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, is win-
ning some victories. 

The stir isn't over torrid X-rated movies, nude 
dancers, or adult bookstores that pedal hard-core 
pornography. It's over the relatively soft-core 
female nudity of Playboy, Penthouse and similar 
magazines sold as a minor sideline in fewer than 
hall a dozen stores in town. 

But to Swaim, those magazines - that have Jong 
become commonplace in most places - represent 
the tip of a frightening iceberg. And he believes they 
are in themselves evil enough. 

"God hates nakedness," said Swaim, a Winston-
Salem native and graduate of Piedmont Bible Col-
lege. As one proof, Swaim cites the Biblical story of 

. God clothing Adam and Eve after they sinned in the 
Garden of Eden. 

"I believe in a literal interpretation of the Bible," 
he added. "We don't allow our men to cut the grass 
without a shirt on." 

Since coming to Apex just over a year ago, Swaim 
has convinced one of the five merchants selling the 
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magazines to discontinue sales. Two other mer· 
chants have restricted their displays. 

Last month Swaim won at least tacit approval of 
his efforts from the Apex Board of Commissioners, 
who went on record as opposed to "pornography." 

Although he was unsuccessful in convincing the 
board to adopt an ordinance prepared by the N.C. 
Christian Action League banning "lewd films" and 
"obscene publications," Swaim said in an interview 
he will continue his efforts to get the town to pass an 
official ban. 

Swaim said he is seeking an "expert" on pomog· 
tephy to advise the board Tuesday on how the town 
can ban pornography. The board will meet at 7:30 
p.m. in Town Hall. 

The commissioners refused to adopt the proposed 
ordinance after Town Attorney Carl P. Holleman 
told board members it preempted North Carolina 
obscenity law and is contrary to the First Amend· 
ment. 

The ordinance would have allowed the town to 
padlock the door of establishments selling obscene 
magazines and to confiscate all the stores' mer• 
chandise. Commissioners would become town cen· 
sors charged with the task of determining if materi-
al were obscene. · 

Wilburn Swaim 
'God hates nakedness' 

"The board would like to ban magazines showing 
naked bodies," commented Mayor James W. Aus-
tin. But, he added: "I don't see what action we can 
take,'' Because of legal complications·"it's a real 
bucket of worms," he said. "We can't fight the 
Supreme Court." 

Swaim remains undaunted. "If there's a possible 
legal way to do it (ban the magazines from town), 
we'll do it," Swaim, 35, promised. 

Swaim said he first proposed the ordinance "pri-
marily to keep the adult book stores out of town." 
There are no adult book stores or X-rated movie 
theaters in town. 

But, he added, "I want all the pornography out of 
town. If we allow what we have to stay here, the 
adult book stores will come in." 

Swaim, who describes himself as a theological 
fundamentalist, said Playboy, Penthouse and other 
magazines that show "total nakedness" are clearly 
pornographic. 

Attorney Holleman said the Supreme Court has 
never ruled specifically what constitute's pornogra-
phy. But Swaim cites a definition printed in a pam· 
phlet entitled "What Every Playboy Doesn't Want 
to Know about Pornography," published by a group 
called the "Citizens for Decency through Publica-
tion." 

nography 
It defines pornography as use of nude photos to 

"excite panting breathing, rushing blood, simmer-
ing testes and sexual greed." • 

"Pornography will destroy the home," which, 
said Swaim, is the basic unit of American society. 
ffhis will result in America "destroying itself if we 
don't turn back to the word of the Lord," he said. 

"There's a lot of behind-the-scenes support and 
admiration for what I'm trying to do. My congrega• 
tion backs me 100 per cent." Swaim added that 
church members got over 200 signatures on pet&. 
tions asking the town board to approve a pornogra,, 
phyban. 

Not everyone In the town of 2,800, however, 
agrees with Swaim's position. 

"I hear a lot of reaction," commented Martha 
Reeves, manager of The Pantry food store on N.C. 
55 which sells Penthouse, Playboy, Players and 
Playgirl magazines. "People don't understand why 
he should dictate what people should read." She saia 
Swaim threatened to boycott the store if the maga· 
zines weren't removed. 

"I don't blame him," Mrs. Reeves continued. "I 
just don't want anything crammed down my 
throat." 
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