
By MIKE HUGHES 
Herald Editor 

vented. 
Recently, some area residents 

have been getting calls of a dif 
ferent sort, callers trying to inter 
est them not in lakefront condo 
miniums but in a new house of 
worshi . 

Rev. Sonny Sweatman stands before mobile church unit on 1010 

Baptist church building 
congregation by phone 

Evening telephone callers, sell 
ing everything from time-share 
vacations to magazine subscrip 
tions, have been interrupting din 
ner for years, probably since not 
long after the phone was in- 
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{1tSweatman named pastor of 
new Baptist church in area 
By JANE FARMER PAIGE 

Editor 
For fifteen ..---~llllC"-.., 

years, Sonny 
Sweatman was 
a purchasing 
agent for Caro 
lina Power and 
Light Co. 
Today, 

Sweatman is 
the church 
planter/pastor 
for a new Bap- 
tist church to Sweatman 
be built on SR 
1010, south of Cary. On the way 
from purchasing to pastoring, 
he also served with his family as 
missionaries in Africa for six 
years. 
"It has been an interesting, 

educational and challenging ex 
perience," he said last week 
during an interview. "I am very 
excited about the new position 
with the local church." 
Sweatman was named the 

first pastor of Fairview Baptist 
Church earlier this year. The 
new church is being sponsored 
by Fuquay-Varma Baptist 
Church, Fellowship Baptist 
Church and Inwood Baptist 
Church, both m Raleigh. The 
Fuquay-Varina church is the 
church of record. 
The new church has a 10-acre 

Reli 

site near the intersection of 
Bells Lake Road and SR 1010. 
The Baptist State Convention 
has provided a modular unit 
that will accommodate 65 peo 
ple on the site. Already, a core 
group of 35 people have been 
meeting for weekly Bible study 
on Thursday nights at the Fair 
view Community Center. 
The first service for Fairview 

Baptist is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 7 at 11 a.m. in the modular 
unit. Sweatman is hoping for at 
least 60 people to attend servic 
es that Sunday. 
To help increase interest in 

the new church, volunteers have 
been participating in a tele 
phone canvas of residents in a 
five-mile radius of the church 
site. Eighteen people will be 
calling 6,000 residents over sev 
eral weeks, with a goal of at 
least 10 percent of those who 
request to be on the mailing list 
attending the first service. 
"The telephone calling has 

gone very well,'' Sweatman 
said. "We are not trying to 
recruit people who are already 
churched but want to talk with 
those people who do not already 
have a church. We have had 
about 16 percent of the callers 
say they would like to be on our 
mailing list, and 10 percent is 
considered a mber." 

Sweatman, a native of Geor 
gia, came to Fort Bragg while in 
the service in 1966. In 1968, he 
went to work for Carolina Power 
and Light Co., moving to Cary. 
He then attended N.C. State 
University, and received a de 
gree in business administration 
from N.C. Wesleyan. 
"My family and I were active 

members of First Baptist 
Church in Cary, and I just felt a 
real calling to get into foreign 
missions work," he said. "It 
was the hardest decision I have 
ever made, to leave CP&L after 
15 years. I struggled with it for 
about six months before decid 
ing to make the change." 
In 1983, Sweatman and his 

wife, Deen, and three children, 
Wesley, Ellery and Emmely 
moved to Zambia as part of th~ 
southern mission board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
He worked as the business 

manager and treasurer for the 
mission in Zambia while Mrs. 
Sweatman worked in church at 
home missions. After three and 
a half years there, the Sweat 
mans moved to Kenya, where he 
was the purchasing agent for 
the missions that were located 
in six countries. 
"I won't have taken anything 

for the experience we had " 
Sweatman said. ' 
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Couple to serve as foreign rmssionanes 
~Htl-Mf-s.-Glffitea-W. 

"Sonny" Sweatman_Jr. were reap 
pointed as missionaries by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board during the board's June 
meeting in Richmond, Va. 
The Sweatmans will live in 

Swaziland where be will start and 
develop churches, and they will be 
involved in a variety of outreach 
ministries. 
Since 1990 Rev. Sweatman bas 

been church planter and pastor of 
Fairview Baptist Church in Apex. 
They were missionaries in Kenya 
from 1988 to 1989 and in Zambia 
from 1982 to 1986. 
Born in Atlanta, Ga., Sweatman 

received the associate of applied 
science degrees from Kings Junior 
College and Hardbarger Union Col 
lege, both in Raleigh; the bachelor 
of arts degree from North Carolina 
Wesleyan College in Rocky Mount; 
and the master of divinity degree 

-------- 

from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest. 
He has been an engineer tech- 

REV. and MRS. SWEATMAN 

nician and a senior buyer with 
Carolina Power & Light Co. in 
Raleigh. 
Born in Fayetteville, Mrs. Sweat 

man, the former Qeen :Y£alker, at 
tended Campbell ~University in 
Buies Creek and North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh. 
Since 1990 Mrs. Sweatman has 

been an administrative financial as 
sistant with 'Phe Roberts/Stacy 
Group, P.A. in Raleigh. 
With more than 15 million mem 

bers, Sout11~rn1 Baptists are the 

largest evangelical denomination in 
the United States. Their 
missionary-sending agency, the 
Foreign Mission Board, is the 
largest evangelical career foreign 
missionary force based in the 

United States. With more than 
3,900 missionaries in 128 countries 
and assisting in 27 others, they 
have a goal of 5,000 missionaries 

by the year 2000. Fuquay-Varina 
Baptist Church is among these sup 
porting the Sweatrnans' ministry. 
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what Rev. Sweatman said will be 
"an uplifting, non-traditional" 
gathering, for Sunday, Oct. 7, at 11 
a.m. 
After that, members and 

organizers will begin developing 
other programs, including Sunday 
school, discipleship training, and 
youth and children's ministries. 
"We'll try to cater the programs to 
the needs of the area," Rev. Sweat 
man said. 
He said Fairview's aim is to be a 

"Christ-centered, Bible-oriented 
church," one he hopes will not get 
drawn into quarreling between con 
servative and liberal factions. 
Through its phone campaign, 

Fairview is hoping to reach "non 
church people," he said, "people 
who might not now be going to 
church," as well as those looking 
for a change. 
Rev. Sweatman estimated that 

telemarketing will bring in about 
60 people to the initial service. 
"We're calling about 6,000 
households. Somewhere around 10 
percent of those will be interested, 
and about 10 percent of those 
people will actually come out." 
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Church From page IA 

Using Phones for You, a 
telemarketing program begun in 
California, volunteer callers have 
been trying to expand local inter 
est in the new Fairview Baptist 
Church, planned to open next 
month on State Road 1010 south of 
Apex. 
"I think this is going to be suc 

cessful," said the Rev. Clinton 
"Sonny" Sweatman, who has been 
named planter/pastor for the new 
church. "Actually, about 1,500 
churches have been started this 
way." 
Rev. Sweatman, a former mis 

sionary in Zambia and Kenya and 
pastor for a short time in Fayet 
teville, said the new church's 
formation had been prompted by 
growth in the area. 
"This area is growing so much, 

and we need to try to reach every 
body," he said. 
Four Southern Baptist churches in 

the area are helping sponsor the 
new congregation. They include 
Pleasant Grove Baptist, Fuquay 
V arina Baptist, Fellowship Baptist 
in Garner and Inwood Baptist in 
Raleigh. 
The Baptist State Convention has 

given the church a mobile building 
to serve as temporary church on the 
10-acre tract near the Bell's Lake 
Road intersection. 
The church plans its first service, 

( 

People interested in learning 
more about Fairview Baptist 
Church can call Rev. Sweatman at 
662-1107. The public is invited to 
the Oct. 7 service. 
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/Missionaries to greet 

volunteers in Africa 
By the year 2000, about 2,000 

volunteers are expected to spend 
their vacations participating in 
Baptist projects in southern 
Africa, and Southern Baptist 
Convention foreign missionaries 
from North Carolina will welcome 
them. 
Sonny and Deen Sweatman of 

Apex are among the seven mis 
sionaries stationed in South Africa 
and involved in the five-year part 
nership between North Carolina 
and southern African Baptists that 
begins this month. 

"North Carolina has always 
been first in missions and has 
placed an importance of missions 
in the local church," said Mrs. 
Sweatman, partnership coordina 
tor in South Africa with her hus 
band. "North Carolinians will be 
excited about the possibility to 
participate and be on mission with 
the Lord here in South Africa." 
Last year, a meeting to deter 

mine whether the partnership was 
feasible was held between Dr. Roy 
Smith, executive secretary of the 
N.C. Baptist Convention, O.D. 
Martin from the Baptist 
Convention's volunteer office, mis 
sionary leaders and South African 
Baptist Union leaders. 
The meeting generated excite 

ment and the partnership was 
formed. 

"The focus of the partnership is 
to meet needs in southern Africa," 
the Rev. Sweatman said. "When 
the volunteers come to build a 
church, they are meeting a need, 
but with any project, evangelism 
will be a primary focus. 
"For instance, in East London, 

South Africa, volunteers will come 
to build a church during the day. 
Evenings will be spent in evange 
listic projects or door-to-door wit 
nessing." 
Project requests from South 

Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland 
have already appeared in the part 
nership office in South Africa for 
the Sweatmans to share with 
Baptists here when they furlough 
this month and next. The requests 
range from building projects to 
Vacation Bible School volunteers. 
Volunteers may also participate 

in local churches' revival services, 
preaching or teaching, or doing 
whatever they are asked to do. 

"Many who have served in 
South Africa have prayed for years 
for revival," Mrs. Sweatman said. 
"Perhaps this will be the move- 

ment that God will use to bring 
about revival and a spiritual awak 
e~ng that many of us have sought 
smce we have served here. 
"I feel like once North Carolinians 
come and once South Africans 
meet them, that this particular 
thrust that God is building in 
South Africa will begin to take 
momentum ... for a new revival era 
on the continent of Africa." 
The Sweatmans, who have been 

missionaries for 13 years, were 
affiliated with the Baptist 
Convention of North Carolina 
before going to Africa as mission 
aries. Mrs. Sweatman worked at 
the Convention offices in Raleigh 
while the Rev. Sweatman was a ' 
church planter with the church 
development department. 

According to the Sweatmans, a 
volunteer simply needs to be a 
flexible person who loves people 
and is a member of a Baptist 
church. 

"They will be tired, but fulfilled 
in what they have accomplished 
while being here," the Rev. 
Sweatman said. "Their lives will 
be changed forever." 
The first big groups of North 

Carolinians will go to South Africa 
in February and March, when 
associations will send delegations 
to visit the area in which they will 
be involved during the partnership 
period. After the visits, the dele 
gates will return to North Carolina 
to recruit volunteers from Baptist 
churches. <; 
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