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No new charges for 
'disappearing' 

By LEE BARNE'i 
Staff Reporter 

BAYBORO- No new charges have been 
filed against a Pamlico County man who 
was arrested Thursday after having disap-
peared more than five years ago. 

Samuel Morris Swindell Jr., 55, is being 
held on charges of non-support and aban-
donment today in Pamlico County Jail. 
Swindell disappeared in March, 1975, 
under circu'llStances that led some to 
believe he may have committed suicide or 
been murdered. 

Acting on a tip, Pamlico Sheriff Leland 
Brinson arrested Swindell Thursday in 
Shallotte, a small community at the 
southeastern tip of the state near Wilm-
ington. Swindell, using the name Richard 
"Sam" Jones, was serving as a pastor at a 
church in Supply, a small "crossroads" 
community near Shallotte. 

Swindell was living with his wife, Ellen 
"Betty" Swindell, and six children in 
Oriental at the time of his disappearance. 
Although he is now remarried, he has not 
yet been charged with bigamy. According 
to Brinson Swindell says he does not 
remember his first wife or children, and 
has no recollection of his life before about 
five years ago. 

Sheriff Brinson said today that Swindell 

is to be taken to Dorethea Dix state 
hospital in Raleigh either today or Tues-
day for observation. Until observation is 
complete, Brinson said, no additional 
charges will be brought againSt him. 

STILL UNDETF.RMINED 

What exactly happened five years ago at 
this point still is undetermined. On March 
26, 1979, bloody clothlng belonging to 
Swindell was found atop the high-rise 
Beaufort-to-Morehead City bridge, and his 
car, with more bloody clothing, was found 
nearby. Pamlico and Carteret County in-
vestigators searched the waters of Bogue 
Sound for two days for Swindell's body, 
before giving up the search. 

At that time, investigators were skep-
tical that Swindell was, in fact, dP,ad. One 
Carteret County deputy said that the cold 
water in the sound should have caused a 
body to float on the surface. 

Brinson said today that, contrary to 
reports circulating in the media, it has not 
yet been positively determined that 
Swindell "staged" his own supposed 
death. 

"That has not been established yet," 
said Brinson. "At this point, we still don't 
know for sure what happened five years 
ago." 

man 
Since Swindell's disappearance, rumors 

have been widely-circulated in Pamlico 
County that Swindell, an insurance 
salesman at the time, had a large life in-
surance policy on himself. Carteret County 
investigators said when Swindell disap-
peared that an insurance policy was in-
volved, but Mrs. Swindell said no policy 
existed. 

INSURANCE NOT RULED OUT 

Brinson said Friday that his office was 
not investigating the disappearance from 
an insurance standpoint, but he did not 
rule out completely the possibility that in-
surance might be involved. 

"We aren't investigating it along those 
lines," he said. "But we haven't really rul-
ed anything out at this point." 

According to several reports, members 
of Swindell's congregation in Supply have 
been very supportive of him since his ar-
rest. Several members of the church have 
driven to Bayboro since his arrest to offer 
their support, calling Swindell "the most 
dedicated preacher" they knew. 

His church has been described by one 
Brunswick county deputy as "a healthy-
sized, good church for a community the 
size of Supply." 
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·;stor stage d 
his o-wn death, 
officials say 

By DAVID McKINNON 
Slaff Writer 

A Baptist minister who was being held Sunday in the 
Pamlico County Jail is man from Oriental who staged 
his own murder five years ago and assumed a new 
identity before becoming pastor of a Brunswick County 
church, authorities say. 

The Rev. Samuel Jones, who married a woman from 
Supply in April or May of 1975, moved from Charlotte to 
the Brunswick County community six months ago to 
become pastor of the Supply Baptist Church, investiga-
tors and residents said. 

He had been recommended to the church by a Char-
lotte pastor who knew him as a dedicated churchman 
and worker at an alcoholism rehabilitation center in 
Charlotte, said Frank C. Lennon of Supply, a former 
church deacon. Jones apparently had done work with 
chaplains at the center, he said. 

But Jones is in fact Samuel Morris Swindell, whose 
blood-drenched car was found March 26, 1975, at the 
foot of the bridge connecting Morehead City and Beau-
fort, Pamlico Sheriff Leland V. Brinson said. 

Booked under the name Swindell, he was being held 
in lieu of $25,000 bond on charges of abandonment and 
non-support of members of his family in Oriental, Brin-
son said. 

On the bridge that day in 1975, a boot and coat belong-
ing to Swindell were found by investigators. 

"It was apparent then that he'd been murdered and 
thrown over,'' Brinson said Sunday. 

No body was ever found and no official ruling was 
made in the incident, Brinson said. Investigators never 
were convinced that Swindell had died but had no evi-
dence until last week that tie was alive, the sheriff said. 

A Brunswick County resident, whom investigators 
refused to identify, told Pamlico authorities Wednes-
day that Swindell was living in Supply under the name 
Jones. Brunswick County officers arrested the minister 
that afternoon at his home. 

"It's very definitely him," said Brinson, who said he 
had known Swindell for 35 years. 

Members of the Supply church described Jones as a 
mooel pastor. He was "the most dedicated preacher 
I've ever known,'' one church member said. 

"Our jail has been flooded with inquiries from the 
congregation," Brinson said. "People in Supply just 
thought the world of him." 

"It was a shock to us," Lennon said. "He was a good 
preacher ... and a real worker in the community. He 
was real good among people in need, the sick, shut-
ins." 

Brinson said 15 church members traveled to Beau-
fort for a probable-cause hearing Friday. 

The mystery of why Swindell disappeared five years 
ago apparently lies in personal problems he had after 
returning return home from Army duty in Southeast 
Asia in the late 1960s, Brinson said. 

Swindell had done well as a career soldier but never 
seemed to be able to get back on his feet after his dis-
charge, the sheriff said. 

"He worked some at Craven County Technical Insti-
tute, and he was a carpenter, and he studied there for a 
while," Brinson said. "But he never was able to get ... 
on a proper footing." 

Swindell's first wife, Ellen Swindell, still lives in Ori-
ental. They are the parents of six children, the young 
est of whom is 17, Brinson said. 

As Jones, he is married to Rhoda Jones of Supply, the 
Pamlico sheriff said. The Joneses have no children. 

Brinson said there was a possibility that Swindell 
could be charged with bigamy, but added, "I don't have 
any plans to try to prosecute him now" on such a 
charge. 

Swindell will be taken to Dorothea Dix Hospital in 
Raleigh today for examination to determine whether 
hE' is fit to stand trial, Brinson said. Swindell has not 
recognized members of his first family, he said. 
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First wife believes 'minister' 
lost memory for five years 
ByLEEB~ 

Staff Reporter 

BAYBORO - The 
first wife of Samuel 
Swindell Jr., says 
she believes her hus-
band is "telling the 
truth" in his claim 
that he has no 
memory of his life in 
Oriental. 

Ellen "Betty" 
Swindell said Mon-
day that until her 
husband was ar-
rested last week in 
the southeast tip of 
the state, she was 
"completely con-
vinced" he was 
dead. 

BEID SWINDELL 
Believes her husband 

Swindell, 55, was apprehended in Shallotte, a. small coI?1°uni-
ty near Wilmington, by Brunswick County Sheriff's deputies, ac-
ting on a call from Pamlico County Sheriff Leland Bi:inson. 
Swindell who was known in Shallotte as the Rev· Richard 
"Sam" jones, was a minister at a church in Su~ply, a~ 
"crossroads community" near Shallotte, at the time of his ar-
rest. 

Brinson disclosed today that he was tipped off of Swindell's 
whereabouts by Craven County Commissioner John Willis, who 
apparently recognized Swindell while visiting Supply. Willis 
works at Craven Community College, as Swindell once did. 

In March, 1975, Swindell disappeared, after leaving his home 
in Oriental. Bloody clothing identified as his was later found 
atop the high-rise Morehead City-to-Beaufort bridge, and his 
blood-splattered car was found nearby. It looked- or was made 
to look - as if Swindell had jumped or been pushed off the 
bridge. Investigators at the time said, however, that they were 
convinced Swindell had not died in Carteret County. 

MARRIED A SECOND TIME 

Since his arrest on charges of non-support and abandonment 
Swindell has claimed he does not remember ever living in 
Pamlico County. He has married a second time. 

Sheriff Brinson said Monday he felt all along that the evidence 
found on the bridge five years ago was "completely fabricated." 
Brinson added that he personally feels that Swindell is now fak-
ing his loss of memory. 

"In my opinion, Swindell does remember what happened," 
said Brinson. "But we are sending him to Raleigh for 
observation, and I would be willing to accept the findings of the 
state." 

Swindell is scheduled to go to Dorothea Dix state hospital to-
day for observation. That observation could take "from one 
week to three whole months" to complete, according to the 
sheriff. . . 

"Swindell has told us he spent the last five years working m 
alcoholic rehabilitation centers, and going to ministerial 
school," said Brinson. "He says he thinks he was raised in 

Atlanta, Ga., by a man, following the death of his parents. 
Swindell said the man who raised him died a few years ago. 

"He's told us he lived in Texas, Kentucky, and Atlanta, and 
that his second wife put him through school in Charlotte. I feel 
sure his second wife has absolutely no knowledge of his life here 
in Pamlico County five years ago," Brinson said. 

Swindell's second wife has, thus far, been unavailable for 
comment. 

SIX CHILDREN 

Mrs. Swindell, a beautician in Oriental, has raised her six 
children alone for the past five years. Monday, at the Pamlico 
County Courthouse, she said she was "shocked" to learn that 
her husband was still alive. 

"At first, I really didn't know what to think," she said. "I real-
ly had given up on the idea that he was still alive.'' 

Mrs Swindell said she visited her husband at the jail for the 
first time on Sunday evening. She said he did not recognize her. 

"I really believe he has suffered a loss of memory," she said. 
"But as to what will happen in the future, we'll just have to wait 
and see how the evaluation comes out." 

Rwnors have been widely circulated in Pamlico County over 
the past five years that Swindell had a large life insurance 

Brinson says he does not believe insurance was a factor in the PbotosbyKenGreen 
policy that would pay off seven years after the disappearance. I 
disappearance, and Mrs. Swindell said Monday she knew of no 
policy. TAKEN FOR. OBSERVATION - Samuel Morris Swindell; 

"The~e was no insurance," she said. '?t sure would ha~e who disappeared more than five years ago, was taken to-
helped~ the_re had ~en. I know a lot of things_ have bee~ said _day to Dorethea Dix Hospital in Raleigh for observation. In-
about him smce be disappeared, and now I think we'll finally . . . . . 
have the truth. A lot of people are going to owe a lot of vest1gators are trying to determine tf Swindell has actually 
apologies." suffered the memory loss he claims. -
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"IVi'Urdered' Man 
Comes ·To Life 
As Church Pastor 

A Baptist minister who is being held 
in the Pamlico County Jail is an 
Oriental man who staged his own 
murder five years ago and assumed a 
new identity before becoming pastor 
of Supply Baptist Church in Brunswick 
County, authorities say. 

The Rev. R. Sam Jones, who married 
a Supply woman in April or May of 
1975, moved from Charlotte to the 
Supply community six months ago to 
become pastor of the church , 
according to investigators. 

He had been recommended to the 
church by a Charlotte pastor who knew 
him as a dedicated churchman and 
worker at an alcoholism rehabilitation 
center in Charlotte, according to 
members of the church. Jones 
apparently had done work with 
chaplains at the center. 

But Jones is in fact Samuel Morris 
Swindell, whose blood-drenched car 
was found March 26, 1975, at the foot 
of the bridge connecting Morehead 
City and Beaufort, Pamlico Sheriff 
Leland V. Brinson said. 

Booked under the name Swindell, he 
is bemg held in liew of $25,000 bond in 
Paml ico County on charges of 

abandonment and non-support of 
members of his family in Oriental, 
Brinson said. The charges are 
felonious. 

On the bridge that day in 1975, a boot 
and coat belonging to Swlttdell were 
found by investigators. 

" It was apparent then that he'd been 
murdered and thrown over," Brinson 
said . 

No body was ever found and no 
official ruling was made in the incident, 
Brinson said. Investigators never were 
convinced that Swindell had died, but 
had no evidence until last week that he 
was alive, the sheriff said. 

A Brunswick County resident, whom 
investigators refused to identify, told 
Pamlico authorities Wednesday that 
Swindell was1iving in Supply under the 
name Jones. Brunswick County 
officers arrested the minister that day. 

"It's very definitely him," said 
Brinson, sho said he had known 
Swindell for 35 years. " In my opinion, 
he's putting on an act. "He has P 
beautiful blonde-haired 19-year-old • 
daughter with the smile of a brand new , 
copper i.,enne, I do'l't see how any 

Contlm .ed O Page 9 



( Church Supports 
Continued From Page 1 

man could forsake that." 
Brinson said the Pamlico family had 

tried to find him but "didn't know how." 
Swindell had a wife and six children 

in Pamlico County, before he 
mysteriously disappeared. His wife 
there said this week that he had taken 
out a $200,000 life insurance policy 
days before he disappeared, but the 
check for the initial premium bounced. 
Sheriff Brinson said there is no 
insurance fraud investigation, because 
no claim had been made to collect the 
insurance. 

The mystery of why Si ndell 
disappeared five years ago apparently 
lies in personal problems he 
experienced after returning home from 
Army duty in Southeast Asia in the lat 
1960's, law enforcement sources said. 

He was discharged from the Army 
for alleged homosexual conduct, those 
sources said. 

Swindell had done well as a career 
soldier, but never seemed to be able to 
get back on his feet after his discharge, 

a law enforcement official in Pamlir,o 
County said. 

He worked at Craven County 
Technical Institute, and he was a 
carpenter, and he studied there for a 
while. 

Swindell's first wife, Ellen Swindell , 
still resides in Oriental. They are the 
parents of six children, the youngest of 
whom is now 17, Brinson said. 

As Jones, he is married to Rhoda 
Jones of Supply, the Pamlico sheriff 
said . The Joneses have no children . 

Brinson said there was a possibility 
that Swindell could be charged with 
bigamy, but added, "I don't have any 
plans to prosecute him now" on such a 
charge. 

Swindell was to be taken to Dorthea 
Dix Hospital in Raleigh for 
examination to determine whether he 
is fit to stand trial, Brinson said. Sindel! 
has not recognized members of his 
first family , although they have 
recognized him. /

1 
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Church Supports_ 
Troubled Pastor 

Members of Supply Baptist Church, 
whose pastor, Rev. R. Sam Jones, was 
arrested on felonious charges of non-
support and abandof\ment of, his 
family this week, is standing solidly 
behind the minister they say has been a 
godsend to them. 

Several members believe the pastor-
- who has a wife and six children in 
Pamlico County -- and a wife here who 
helped him work his way through 
ministerial school to become an 
ordained minister -- is truly suffering 
from amnesia and did not deliberately 
abandon his family five years ago. 

Sunday, they prayed for the pastor, 
who was arrested last Wednesday, and 
several members of the church shed 
tears during the church services. 

Friday, they traveled to Pamlico 
County, where the pastor was being 
held, in his support. 

They describe Jones as a model 
pastor. He was "the most dedicated 
preacher I've ever known," said one 
church member. 

"Our jail has been flooded with 
inquiries from the congregation, said 
Pamlico County Sheriff Leland V. 
Brinson. "People in Supply just though 
the world of him." 

"Everyone in the church is standing 
behind him," and so are his children 
from his first marriage, said one church 
member. "Those children love him 
dearly from their past life." 

Another member said Jones was a 
pastor who took his ministry to the 
people. "He goes to people who have a 
problem. He was interested in the 
individual, whether they were 
members of our church or not. 

"When people are in trouble, he 
responds so good. He relates so good. 
He goest and he stays," said another 
member. "We all feel it's a mental 
problem. 

One church member said people 
who are not members of the church 
have called members to offer their 
sympathy and assistance. and one 

church has said it would take up an 
offering in Jones' behalf. 

Jones disappear•d in an apparent 
murder from Pamlico County in March 
1975. He remarried his second wife, 
Rhoda, August 18, 1975 after 

in Atlanta. He worked in a 
rehabilitation home for alcoholics in 
Charlotte before coming to pastor the 
Supply Baptist Church, and had been 
here about six months when he was 
crested last week. ( 
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Prints Finger 
Pastor Here As 
Deserting Parent 

Fingerprints of the Rev. A. Sam Jones of Supply have been pos1nve1y 
identified as those of a Samuel Morris Swindell who apparently staged his ow1n 
murder or disappearance five years ago and assumed a new identity here.a 
pastor of Supply Baptist C,hurch, according to Pamlico County Sheriff Lelan 

·v:Brinson. 
· S heriff Brinson stated Tuesday that he had received FBI civil files which 
contained fingerprint records taken by the army when Swindell enlisted. 

Swindell, or Jones, is currently being held at the Dorthea OjxMental 
Hospital, where he is undergoing observation and diagnostic tests to 
determine is competency to stand trial on felony charges of abandonment and 
nonsupport of his first wife and six children in Bayboro (Pamlico (iounty) . 

Brinson said again this week that in his opinion Swindell's illnes~ is "an act.. 
I'll accept whatever they (hospital authorities) say but I think he's faking." 

He said Swindell is suffering from "selective amnesia." He said that in 1975, 
when Swindell, as Jones, applied for a marriage license five months·.after his 
disappearance from Pamlico County, he correctly remembered the names of 
his mother and father and the dates when they died. On the marriage license 
appl ication, Swindell listed his mother's maiden nameas"Sams", thepC!>Jsible 
source of his pseudonym-'-"Sam" Jones. · •' ' 

Brinson said he had .called the board of deacons of the Supply f\aptist 
Church where Jones is pastor and · info'rmed them that the fingerprints of 
Jones and Swindell are a match. Churchmembers there have strQllgly 
supported Jones as their pastor, and Brinson said, Swindell's children froj ra 
first marriage are supporting their father and are convinced he iS' suft1nrt 
from amnesia. 
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Ex-pastor in Brunswick: County released from jail 
By Beth Newsome 
Staff Writer 

SUPPLY - A man who has 
served as pastor of Supply Baptist 
Church, but who is charged with 
abandoning his Pamlico County 
family in 1975, has been released on 
bond from Pamlico County jail. 

Claiming to be Rev. Richard Sam 
Jones of Supply, he was arrested by 
Pamlico County officials who main-
tain he is Samuel Morris Swindell, 
who disappeared in 1975. He is 
charged with abandonment and 
non-support of his wife and six chil-
dren. 

Full cash payment of the $5,000 
bond was made Dec. 12 by a Tabor 
City man, Pamlico County Sheriff 
Leland Brinson said. The sheriff did 
not remember the man's name. 
Bond was reduced from $25,000 to 
$5,000, Brinson said. 

Psychiatric reports from Dorothea 
Dix Hospital in Raleigh indicate the 
man authorities believe is Swindell 
may have had amnesia, Brinson 
said. If he is found to be feigning 
amnesia, however, he will face four 
counts of passing worthless checks 
and one count of bigamy, the sheriff 
said, besides the abandonment and 
non-support charges. 

Jones reappeared in the Bruns-
wick County community of Supply 
recently. But there has been no an-
swer at the parsonage where he 
lived with his wife before being ar-
rested at the church Oct. 22. 

His wife, the former Rhoda Fish-
er, has begun proceedings to have 
the couple's marriage annulled, 
Brinson said. 

Swindell, who left behind a wife 
and six children in Oriental, disap-
peared in March 1975 before his 
blood-splattered car was found 
abandoned near a bridge in Carteret 
County. Items identified as his coat 
and a shoe were found nearby. A 

lengthy search in the waters be-
neath the bridge produced no evi-
dence of a body. 

Swindell left behind a $200,000 
insurance policy, which he took out 
just a few days before he disap-
peared, according to his wife, Ellen 
"Betty" Swindell. The insurance 
agent who sold him the policy told 
her Swindell's first premium check 
bounced and that he was looking to 
her for payment. She replied, how-
ever, that she couldn't afford such a 
policy, because she had six children 
to support. 

Both Brinson, who knew Swindell 
for 40 years, and Mrs. Swindell say 

they are certain Swindell and Jones 
are the same man. Jones denies 
knowing Brinson, Mrs. Swindell or 
any of her children. 

FBI fingerprints show Jones' fin-
gerprints match those of Swindell, 
Pamlico County officials said. 

In mid-November, the Supply 
congregation voted to fire Jones as 
pastor, on grounds the fingerprints 
proved his identity and showed he is 
married to two women simulta-
neously. 

Before Swindell disappeared from 
Oriental, an unidentified woman 
called him long distance several 
times, Mrs. Swindell said. Five 

months after Swindell's disappear-
ance, Jones married Rhoda Fisher in 
Atlanta, records in the Fulton Coun-
ty Register of Deeds office indicate. 

Last spring, the couple came to 
Supply where Jones was called to 
serve as pastor. He was arrested in 
October after a man from Pamlico 
County saw him in Supply and said 
he looked like Swindell. 

He spent six weeks in Dorothea 
Dix Hospital in Raleigh, where he 
underwent extensive mental evalu-
ation to determine if he has amne-
sia: 

The case comes~ trial Jan. 19 in 
Pamlico County Superior Court. 



JAN 2 0-81 

t?J{1-;: r5'f 

•· 
l 

By SARAH M. ARMSTRONG 
Staff Reporter 

BAYBORO - The public may never 
know whether Sam Swindell and Sam 

Jones are the same man. Swindell claims 
he does not know the answer himself. 

After almost six hours of- waiting in 
Pamlico County Superior Court Mond~y, 
Swindell's case was dismissed, because.of 
lack of evidence according to hi_s attorney, 
Roswald B. Daly Jr. _of Bayboro. 

Daly said. that a voluntary support 
agreement had been signe_d by Swindell to 
take on the financial responsibility of his 
youngest son, who is 17 yea~s ·old. 

Samuel Morris Swindell, 52, is a former 
Oriental resident, who claims to have no 
memory 'of his life if! Pamlico County and 
was charged \\ith abandorunent. 

Swindell disappeared over five years 
ago lea,·ing behind bloody clothing and his 
blood-s lattered car after having allegedly 
jumped or been pushed from the Morehead 
City-to-Beaufort bridge into tlle Newport 
River. , 

He left a family of six children and his 
wife, Betty Swindell. · 

A RAW DEAL 
I 

. He has since been found serving as a 
pastor of a church in Supply, a small com-
munity at the southeast tip of tlie state. He 
was I sing tllc name "S.'lm Jones" at his ar-
rest in lute Odober. · 

' Betty Swindell was less than happy at 
Monday's events. "It's terrible," she said. 

·. "He should have been tried. I got a' raw 
deal, ancl he's coming oufon the top. I just 
don't understand why he wasn't tried." 

' She anticipates more legal action. "I'Jll 
going to serve three warrants on hilll 
tomorrow (to.day) for non-support, 
alimony, and bigomy: I'm hurt and have 
suffered for six years," she said. . ~ · 

The Pamlico County Sheriff's office 
·r:eported no new warrants served againSt 
Swindell this morning. . . 

Betty Swindell had a letter fi:orn North 
Carolina National Bank showing two joint 
loan· accounts of Betty and Sam Swindell 
'that Betty said she had to pay- off. Botl} 
·totaled almost $10,600. One was for the car 
left on the bridge, and the other was for a 
mobile home. . 

Swindell underwent tests at Dorothea 
Dix Hospital after his arrest, but these 
were not used as evidence, Daly said. "The 
results of those are confidential records,'' 
he said. 

· Accompanied by several friends from 
tlle Tabor City area, near Supply, Swindell 
sat out the long day In court, while his· at-
torney negotiated with the district at· 
torney. , 

Swindell has accepted U1e claim Ui:it he 

' 
( 

is the former husband of Betty Swindell 
and father of six children. "The family has 
proven to me that I am Sam Swindell, so 
I'm accepting the legal responsibility of a . 
re.ponsible parent which is only right on 
my part," he stafed. · 

SAME AS VISION 

Hi Pamlico County family showed him 
'pictures of his father, who is now dead. 
"The picture was the same as a vision I 
have always carried of my fatller. I have a 
vision of him on a hospital bed," he said. 

Swindell has no recollection of his 
mother, brothers, or si:;ters, and said he 
had just met his brother, Jim Swindell, 
who he doesn't remerober. 

His employment status now is bleak. 
"My job (as a minister) is gone, and I've 
not found any work yet," he said. Swindell 
will be job hunting behveen Supply and 
Chapel Hill. 

His second wife, Rhoda Fisher Jones, of 
Loris, S.C., is seeking an annullmcnt, he 
said. As far as remarrying her, Swindell 
said, "it's possible in tlie future, I just 
don't know." TI1ey had no children. 

And how docs the man feel about the 
situation? "I did not lcavi: tlle family 
deliberately, so Uiercfore I'~ not guilty of 

any wrongdoing on my oart." he said. 
"I sincerely wish that I had known this 

family because the children have shown 
great love and I'm proud to be called 'Dad' 
by them. Their mother has done a great 
job. She's suffered more than I have," he 
said. · . 

"The 11!w is the law, but sometimes there 
are circumsµinces tllat tlle law just 
doesn't have anything to be valid on. 
Amnesia is one of those things. If you don't 
?O something deliberately or knowingly do 
rt, you're not guilty," he said. 

Swindell was critical of the publicity of. 
tlle case. "The newspapers seem to try a 
man before the cou~ does," he stated. 

"JUST CA.""1'T REMEMBER" 

Daly believes in his client. "I've got 101 
questions I'd like lo ask him, but he just 
can't rcmembi;r l\!l)thing." 

Daly said th~t if the case had been tried, 
he had already planned to use the three 

· oldest of Swindell's sons as defense 
witnesses to support Swindell's claim of 
loss of memory. 

_sw~dell \\ill be in Craven County 
Distnct Court on Feb. 19 on five worthless 
check charges dating back to March, 1975 
according to Pamlico sheriff Leland aim: 
son. "The total amount involved is $454 " 
he said. . ' 

The ·agreement signed by S\\indell 
stipulates he will pay $100 monthly for the 
support of his 17-year-old son, according to 
court records. TI1e five other children are 
of legal age. 

Swindell will be paying back some 
$12,000 for back child 1!Upport payments 
made by the state. "t-Je's paying back what 
the Department of Hwnan Rcs.ources is re-
quiring,'.' Daly stated. 

.--------------N[W Bl RN. N C ---------'----~ 
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