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LEWIS WALTER SWOPE, D.D. Th.M., B. A. 

Rev. L. W. Swope received a call from the First Baptist 

Church which he accepted in December, 1911 and served until 

June, 1916 when he took a leave of absence to to with the 

National Guard to Texas where Mexican Border trouble had erupted. 

Born August 28, 1878 in Linside, West Virginia, Rev. Swope 

was one of nine children of William and Rebecca Swope. He 

was graduated from the University of West Virginia and the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. His 

first pastorate was at Green Bay, Wisconsin and others followed 

at Newberry, S. C., McCall, S. C., Louisburg, N. C. and then at 

Shelby. 
After accompanying the National Guard to Texas, he was 

commissioned captain and chaplain of the First North Carolina 

Infantry Regiment in May, 1915 and later enlisted in the regular 

army as captain and chaplain and served until 1918 when he re 

signed his commission to accept a call from the church at Boiling 

Springs. He served as pastor of this church for two years and 

also taught Bible in the Boiling Springs High School before going 

to Erwin, Tenn. 

The next few years were spent in ministerial work in 

churches in Tennessee, West Virginia and North Carolina, serving 

New Hope Church at Earl and Elizabeth Church near Shelby. 

In 1936 Rev. Swope built a home near Shelby where he lived 

until his death on January 25, 1941. He is buried in Sunset 

Cemetery in Shelby and two of his children are buried beside him. 

Although six children were born to Rev. and Mrs. Swope, only 

three grew to adulthood. Two sons and a daughter are still 

living--Dr. Ralph E. Swope and Mrs. Russell Gwinn of New York 

City and Paul W. Swope of Charleston, West Virginia. Mrs. Swope 

lived in New York after Rev. Swope's death until she died on 

June 26, 1963. 

In addition to his brilliant "sermonizing", Rev. Swope was 

much in demand as a speaker for public occasions. His memory 

for faces and names was remarkable and he rarely forgot anyone 

whom he had ever met. 
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L. W. SWOPE 

Brother Swope came from a South Carolina pastorate to 

Louisburg, North Carolina, and assumed pastoral care of that 

church early in 1907 and continued in that relation until 

1912. 

Resigning in Louisburg on account of ill health, he went 

to the western part of the State, and after recuperating in 

health he became pastor in Shelby, North Carolina. From 

Shelby he returned to his place in the army as chaplain. Re 

tiring from the army he served as pastor for a while at Boiling 

Springs, North Carolina. He is now (1921) located at Erwin, 

Tennessee. 

Mr. Swope is a popular preacher and the Louisburg people 

have never ceased to regret that he could not remain with them. 
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