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Wake Forest Professor 
1986 Sprinkle Lecturer 

\ 

Dr. Charles H. Talbert, pro 
fessor of religion at Wake Forest 
University, will be the l986 
Sprinkle lecturer at Atlantic 
Christian College Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

A member of the Wake Forest 
University faculty since 1963, he is 
considered one of the world's 
leading scholars on the books of 
Luke and Acts. Talbert's lectures 
will be entitled "Scripture as Liv 
ing Word." The Wednesday lec 
ture will begin at 7:30 p.m., and 
the Thursday lectures will begin at 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Talbert received the bachelor of 
arts· degree from Samford Uni 
versity, the bachelor of divinity 
degree from S~thern Bapti~ . 
Theological Seminary and the 

doctor of philosophy degree from 
Vanderbilt University. He is on 
leave working on a commentary 
on Paul's Corinthian letters. 

Talbert is author of 10 books in 
cluding "Reading Luke" and 
"Acts: Knox Preaching Guides," 
both designed to assist the 
preacher. He is editor of SBL 
Dissertation Series/NT; co 
chairman, Matthew Consultation, 
SBL; and a member of the 
editorial board of "Perspectives 
in Religious Studies.'' 

An ordained Baptist minister, 
he is an active preacher and 
teacher. He is married to Dr. Bet 
ty W. Talbert, a historian who is 
also trained in spiritual formation 
and works as director of spiritual 
formation, Trinity Center, 

Charles H. Talbert 
Winston-Salem. 
All lectures will be held in 

Howard Chapel on the Atlantic 
Christian College campus. The 
public is invited to attend. 
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The couple plan to move in late 
July. 
The Talberts rolled into Winston 

Salem on a Monday in the summer 
of 1963, a 6-by-12 trailer in tow to 
carry their few possessions. 
They had been married less than 

two years and had finished gradu 
ate school at Vanderbilt University 
the day before. He began teaching 
religion in summer school at Wake, 
and she began teaching American 
history at Greensboro College. 
Their careers have progressed, 

and they're well-known in Baptist 
circles. 
She went from teaching to work 

ing for a year as an interim assist- 

ant chaplain at Wake Forest to 
starting the Trinity Center. While 
there, she has written manuals on 
spiritual formation, counseled indi 
viduals and families, and led spiri 
tual-formation and prayer retreats. 
He has become a full professor of 

religion and a renowned New Tes 
tament scholar. He has written or 
edited more than 15 books and nu 
merous articles. 
Their new positions are just a 

culmination of their previous work, 
Charles Talbert said. 
"We had been talking among 

ourselves a number of years about 
wouldn't it be nice to go and do 
something different," he said. 
Then Baylor came calling last 

November to see whether he was 
interested in being on their short 
list of candidates for the teaching 
position. lie was, but he told them 

that his wife would need to contin 
ue her career, too. 
When Charles Talbert first told 

his wife that he allowed his name to 
be on the list of candidates, he said, 
"I feel like God is telling me I'm 
going to be leaving Wake Forest." 
She said she responded, "I hope 

he tells me!" 
"God's direct providence is a 

very real part of the way we live," 
Betty Talbert said. She said she told 
God that she did not want to leave 
Winston-Salem and the Trinity Cen 
ter, but that if he wanted her to 
leave, she would need to love the 
place they were moving to. 
Baylor officials soon had several 

job options for Betty Talbert. One 
of them was giving spiritual direc 
tion to the seminarians there, and 
that idea excited her. 
Baylor is a large, urban universi- 

ty with about 12,000 students and 
700 faculty. It's related to the Bap 
tist General Convention of Texas. 
They signed their contracts April 

5, Good Friday, and have not re 
gretted it. But leaving Winston-Sa 
lem is going to be hard, they 
agreed. Their two children were 
born and raised here. Their friends 
and co-workers at Wake Forest and 
the Trinity Center have been their 
extended family. 
"It's been interesting to watch 

the reactions to our leaving, espe 
cially from those 50 and older," 
Charles Talbert said. 
They're surprised, excited and 

perhaps a bit envious that two peo 
ple can start anew in another city 
and at midlife, he said. 
"It seems like there's a longing 

for those 50 years and older to do 
what we're going to do," he said. 
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Charles Talbert, 62, needs a lot of boxes to hold all his possessions after 33 years at Wake Forest University .. 

Couple feel tugged to leave Wake, 
Trinity Center for life at Baylor 
By Amy Andrews 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

At an age when many people look forward 
to retirement, Charles and Betty Talbert have 
their sights seton-Texas and new steps in 
their careers. 
They're packing up their belongings and 

making a midlife move to Baylor University af 
ter spending 33 years in Winston-Salem - 
he as a professor of religion at Wake Forest 
University and she as a founder of and coun 
selor at the Trinity Center. 
"They just made an offer that was just too 

good to turn down," Charles Talbert said of 
Baylor, which is in Waco. "They were able to 
offer both of us jobs that represented promo 
tions. 

"That was very unusual." 
Charles Talbert, 62, will teach doctoral 

students as a distinguished professor in Baylor's 
religion department. That's something he has 
longed to do, he said. 
His wife, 58, will be the director of spiritu 

al formation for Baylor's George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary. In 1982, she helped 
start the Trinity Center - a nonprofit organiza 
tion that offers counseling, spiritual direction 
and religious-education courses. It's thought to 
have been the first center of its kind in the 
South. 
"I think we both think it's exciting to be 

able to start over," Betty Talbert said recently. 
JOURNAL PHOTO BY ALLEN AYCOCK 

See TALBERTS, Page B6 Betty Talbert has a new job at Baylor. 



Biologist 
Goofs It i ~ 
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ASIMOV'S GUIDE TO THE 

BIBLE. Volume 2: The New 
Testament. Doubleday. 637 
Pages. $9.95. 
By Charles H. Talbert 

ISSAC ASIMOV, associate 
, p r o f e s s o r of bio- 
chemistry at B o s t o n 
University, has published over 
100 books, including works on 
science fiction, science, and 
the Roman Empire. In this 
he tries his hand at illu 
minating the Bible. 
His intent is to treat the 

"secular side" of the Bible. 
That is, he tries "to bring 
in the outside world, illu 
minate it in terms of the 
biblical story and, in return, 
illuminate the events of the 
Bible by adding to it the non 
Biblical aspects of history, 
biography, and geography." 
The information given is 

basically the kind to be found 
in a Bible dictionary. Fer 
example, you will find two 
pages on the family tree of 
the Herods and three pages. 
on the city Capernaum. 

New Way 
Why this book? Asimov says 

that such material "will now 
be presented in a newly useful 
wav." What this means is 
that i n s t e a d of the 
g e ographical, biographical; 
and historical data being 
presented in alphabetical 
order, they are supplied to 
the reader in the form of 
comments on terms and 
names as they appear in the 
biblical text. For example, 
the chapter on the Gospel of 
Mark consists of eight pages 
which supply information on 
tl\e following items: Mark, 
John the Baptist, the Unclean 
Spirit, Levi the Son o £ 
Alphaeus, Abiathar, 
Boanerges, Legion, a n d 
Talitha cumi. 
The volume may be used 

as a Bible Dictionary would 
be by simply referring to the 
full indices at the end of the 
book. There the topics treated 
come in alphabetical or::ler. 
The book presentation in "a 

newly useful way" gives the 
reader a wrong impression on 
at least two counts. On the 
one hand,' to arrange the book 
as a running commentary on 
the text of the Bible gives 
the impression that this is a 
volume which can be read 
through as one would read 
a novel or serious monograph. 
Let the reader beware. This 
is a reference work of a sorts. 
Anv one who tries to sit down 
and read continuously in this 
book is going to be bored 
out of his mind. 

Wrong Impression 
On the other hand, to ar 

range the book as though it 
were a running commentary 
on the text of the New 
Testament writings gives a 
wrong impression as to what 
an interpretation of a New 
Testament writing is. The 
chapter on Paul's letter to 
the Romans, a theologically 
a n d religiously significant 
piece of early Ch r i s ti a n 
writing, consists of ten pages 
of information on Rome, 
Spain, circumcision, Priscilla 
and Aquila, Rufus, Jason, 
Tertius, Gaius and Erastus. 
Nothing more! This is hardly 
what commenting on the text 
of a biblical book ought to 
be. But commentary is what 
we have been lead to expect 
by the book's arrangement, 
As far as the content of 

Asimov's treatment o: the 
"secular side" of the Bible 
is concerned, my impression 
is that it generally represents 
an amateur's acquaintance 
with somewhat dated sec 
ondary sources. A f t e r 
reading this book I am more 
than ever convinced that if 
the public wants a respectable 
"popular" view of foe Bible 
it will have to come from 
a specialist. 

Mr. Talbert is associate 
prOfCSsor d] re1igion at Wake 
Forest University. 



Talli~~t'Get~ Fo~(t Grant 
Dr. Charles H. Talbert, 

assistant professor of religion 
at Wake Forest University, 
has been awarded a grant to 
do research at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill during the c o :m i n g 
academic year. 
The grant is made under 

the Cooperative Program in 
Humanities to enable scholars 
in this region to have a year 
for research at either Duke 
University or UNC. It is 
sponsored by the F o r d 
Foundation. 
Talbert's project will be 

concerned with the influence 
of ancient literature and art, 
especially that of Greece and 
Rome on early Christian 
rhetoric. 
Talbert, who joined the 

Wake Forest faculty in 1963. 
is a graduate of Howard 
College at Birmingham, Ala. 
Theological Seminary and the 
Ph.D. from Va n d er b i It 
University. 
He is the author of the 

book, published in 1966, on 
"Luke and the Gnostics: An 
Examination of the Lucan 
Purpose" and is completing 
work on another book about 
the 18th century d e i s t , 
Reimarus. He also h a s 
published a number of arti 
cles in professional maga 
tines. 

DR. CHARLES TALBERT 
••• to Chapel Hill ••• 

Unity Day 
The 1967 Worldwide Unity 

Synod of the Unitas Fratum 
decided to hold a special 
prayer day each year on the 
Sunday nearest March 1 
which is the traditional date 
of observing the birth of the 
Moravian Church. 
And it was decided that 

of these prayer days 
a time to receive an 

offering some special 1 

cause within the Moravian 
unity. 
The offering this year is to 

be allocated to the work 
among Tibetan refugee child 
ren at Rajpur, North India, 
and is is to be applied parti 
cularly to the construction of 
a home and school for refugee 
children. 
Therefore on Sunday all 

undesignated offerings as well 
as those which are designated 
for this purpose will be 
received. 

speak- at the 11 a.m. worship 
Sunday at First Baptist. He is 
director of the Tennessee Re 
Education Program, Nash 
ville, Tenn. 

Christ Lutheran 
~t Lutheran, 3205 S. 

Main Strest,_ will observe its 
11th anniversify-s u n d a y • 
Holy Communion w' be 
administered at the 11 a.m. 



WFU Professors 
Edit New Book 

By VIRTIE STROUP 
Staff Religion Reporter 

Two Wake Forest University professors have col 
laborated as editor and translator on the first in a new 
series on the "Lives of Jesus." 

The book, entitled "Reimarus: Fragments" will be 
published by Fortress Press in September. 

Dr. Charles H. Talbert, associate professor of religion, 
is the editor and Dr. Ralph S. Fraser, professor of Ger 
man, is the translator. 

Hermann Samuel Reimarus (1694-1768), Talbert ex 
plained, was a German deist and rationalist who 
inaugurated the first critical investigation on the life of 
Jesus. 

This is the first time that Reimarus' life of Jesus has 
been completely translated into English, Talbert added. 

The general editor of the series is Leander E. Keck, 
professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt University. 
Right now, Talbert explained, the burning question in 
Christian education studies is whether the historical Jesus 
is relevant for Christian faith today or not. 

Keck, recognizing this, approached Fortress Press on 
the idea of publishing the seven lives of Jesus written in 
the 18th, 19th and 20th century which have been crucial 
works in determining the way the life of Jesus is studied. 

Because Riemarus wrote the first historical-critical 
study, Talbert explained, it had to be included in the 

DR. RALPH FRASER 
• • • editor and translator , •• 

series. He said Reimarus' work "was a bomb-shell in its 
time because it was so radical. It shook everybody." 

. The other most radical view on the life of Jesus was 
written by David Friedrich Strauss, an early 19th century 
German. His "The Christ of Faith and the Jesus of 
History" will be included in the series along with a cri 
tique of his work. 

In announcing the series, Fortress said Reimarus' 
"rationalistic stance led to a rejection of miracles and the 
revelatory nature of the New Testament accounts of Jesus. 
The contradictions inherent in these accounts the ten 
dentious nature of the gospel narratives and other con 
siderations, caused Reimarus to assert that the New 

Testament record was largely a pious fabrication. Jesus 
was a political revolutionary. Because of his pioneering 
efforts in 'Life of Jesus' research, Reimarus remains im 
portant for an understanding not only of the 'old quest' 
but also the 'new quest' of the historical Jesus." 

Two of Reimarus' writings are available in this book: 
"On the Resurrection" and "On the Intention of Jesus and 
His Disciples." Included also is a portion of Strauss' 
evaluation of Reimarus. 

!n his introductioi: to Reimarus' writings, Talbert 
furnishes the reader with an assessment of their signifi 
cance for contemporary historical critical studies of the 
New Testament, and in particular the gospels. 

This particular series will have special merit Talbert 
explained, because the actual books which constitute the 
subject of the surveys are unobtainable except in excep 
tional libraries. 

The_future volumes include two 20th century Ameri 
cans, S~ffley Jackson Case's "Jesus: A New Biography" 
and Shailer Matthews' "Jesus on Social Institutions"; and 
four 19th century Germans, Johannes Weiss' "Jesus' Proc 
lamation of the Kingdom of God," Wilhelm Herrmann's 
"The Communion of the Christian With God " Friedrich 
Schleiermacher's "Life of Jesus" and Strauss.' 

Talbert is the author of "Luke and the Gnostics: An 
Examination of the Lucan Purpose," published in 1966. 
He has returned to Wake Forest this summer after a year 
of study o~ a Ford ~o~ndation grant in the Cooperative 
Program m Humanities at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

While there he began work on another book "The 
Artistry and Theology in Luke-Acts," which he h~pes to 
complete by the end of the year. 

~his spring he participated in the Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Fe?t~val on the Gospels. His paper, "The Redaction 
Cnh~al ~ue~t for Luke, the Theologian," has been 
published 1~ 'Jesus and Man's Hope," the first volume on 
the proceedings of that festival, 

Fraser has done translations for other publications. 

He is chairman e>f the department of German at Wake 
Forest. 

Baha'i Group Meets Tonight 
The Baha'i Community of Winston-Salem will meet at 

8 p.m, today at 1325 Dublin Court for a program of prayer 
and meditation in honor of the martyrdom of Bab, the 
herald and forerunner of Baha'u'llah, the Baha'i faith. 

The Bab was martyred on July 9, 1850, at noon in the 
city of Tabriz, Persia. The group will read writings of the 
faith. l i / ~ ~ i ) 



Lu +u f I)<._ lJ t.. 
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 

Professor to Study 
Luke as a Historian 
Was Luke, the New Testa 

ment writer, a reliable historian 
as well as a literary artist? 
Dr. _Charles H. Ta 1 be rt, 

•ssocia te professor of religion 
at Wake Forest University, will 
seek an answer to this question 
during the coming year. 
A year's study - and a year's 

leave from Wake Forest - has 
been made possible by the 
Society for Religion in Higher 
Education, New Haven, Conn. 
The society a warded Talbert a 
post-doctoral fellowship f or 
cross-disciplinary study. f( Talbert will study Greco 
Roman h I s t o r i o g r a p h y , 

~ biography and romance at the 
I Vatican Library and the 

r '"' American Academy of Classical 
.._, , Studies in Rome. 

Of the 120 applicants from 
across the nation, the society 

,--: Awarded grants to 11. The so 
~ ciety gives these grants in two 
't categories: To people in religion 
<- who want to 'study in other 
? fields and to people in other 

1 
,£ fields who want to study 

v ./ theology. 
Talbert and his wife and 

V'J\ daughter, Caroline, 5, expect to 
leave for Rome about Sept. 1. 

~ Talbert said about the turn of 
7 the century New Testament 

scholars often went · to the 
classical or Gr e co - R om a n 

literature seeking a fuller un 
derstanding of their material, 
but in the last generation there 
has been no conversatioa with 
the classical school and New 
Testament scholars. 
Talbert considers the Vatican 

Library's classical holdings one 
of its strongest areas and, 
therefore, he is excited about 
doing his study there. 
Talbert's professional field is 

Christian origins and most of 
his work has been on the 
gospels and on Jesus. 
As the result of a 1968-1969 

leave in Chapel Hill in a 
cooperative program in the 
humanities, he wrote a 
manuscript on the artistry of 
Luke, which is now being 
considered for publication. He 
also has written "Luke and the 
Gnostics," published by Ab 
ington Press in 1966, and 
' 'Reim a r us : Fragments," 
published by Fortress Press in 
1970. 
During the coming decade 

Talbert wishes to do h i s 
research with two questions in 
mind: "What is a gospel?"- and 
"What is ·an act?" 
In recent times, Talbert said, 

it has been suggested that a 
gospel is "simply a Christian 
adaptation of popular Greco 
Roman biography" and that an 

14c1\V 

CHARLES TALBERT 
••• one of 11 • , • 

act is "simply a Christian adap 
tation of popular Greco-Roman 
history." 
"What I want to do," Talbert 

said, "is to read the material 
said to be the closest to the 
gospels and acts to see the 
similarities and differences and 
to see if the gospels do belong 
to the genre of biography and if 
the acts do 'belong to the genre 
of history." 
Since he has completed a 

work on Luke as a theologian 
and a manuscript on Luke as a 
literary artist, Talbert has in 
mind doing a work on Luke as a 
historian. 







$17.50 

A Literary and 
Theological Commentary 

on the Third Gospel 
©Ju~ [Hlu~©@rra 

In recent years Lukan studies have 
resulted in a number of valuable aca 
demically researched commentaries 
and a comparable number of elemen 
tary introductions. The present book 
combines the virtues of both ap 
proaches. It is directed to that ever 
growing body of students of the New 
Testament-pastors and preachers, 
religious-education directors and 
teachers, and concerned lay persons 
-who want a commentary based on 
the best contemporary scholarship 
but accessible to the non-specialist in 
content, organization, and style. 
Reading Luke has been written 

from the perspective of redaction 
criticism as this latter has been influ 
enced by non-biblical literary criti 
cism. Its thrust is toward the theo 
logical understanding of large thought 
uni ts and of their relation to the 
entirety of Luke-Acts. In this effort to 
make the reader feel "at home" in the 
biblical text, the book follows neither 
the verse-by-verse method of tradi 
tional commentaries nor the develop 
ment of secondary literature in Lukan 

Continued on back flap 

Continued from front flap 

studies. Like the classic work of C. 
H. Dodd on the Fourth Gospel, Pro 
fessor Talbert's commentary is con 
cerned with the theological vision of 
the evangelist and with the religious 
meaning of the text as it stands before 
the reader. 

CHARLES H. TALBERT is Professor of 
Religion at Wake Forest University, 
and is a member of the editorial 
boards of the Journal of Biblical 
Literature and Perspectives in Re 
ligious Studies; he is also chairman of 
the Luke-Acts Seminar of the Society 
of Biblical Literature. Among his 
books are, Reimarus: Fragments; 
Literary Patterns, Theological 
Themes and the Genre of Luke-Acts; 
What is a Gospel?; and Perspectives 
on Luke-Acts. 

Jacket design by Ray Lundgren 
Jacket illustration: the sumbol of St. Luke, 
enlarged detail from The Book of Kells. 

The Crossroad Publishing Company 
575 Lexington Avenue, 

New York, New York 10022 

Printed in the U.S.A. 0-8245-0532-8 



OF RELATED l~JTEREST 

A THEOLOGY OF Q: Eschatology, Prophecy, and Wisdom 
Richard A. Edwards 
" ... a good, generally reliable introduction to the theology of 'Q', 
and the number of Lk/Mt texts quoted in full add to the work's 
usefulness as a teaching tool." Biblical Theology Bulletin 

KERYGMA AND COMEDY IN THE NEW TEST AMENT: 
A Structuralist Approach to Hermeneutic 
Dan 0. Via, Jr. 
" .... the best available intermediate work demonstrating the 
application of structuralist methods. to biblical materials. It also 
serves as a rich source of information on the (primarily French) 
structuralist theorists." 

William G. Doty in Journal of the American Academy of Religion 

THE KINGDOM IN MARK: A New Place and A New Time 
Werner H. Kelber 
" ... undoubtedly one of the most stimulating of the recent 
redaction studies on Mark. The issues it raises will need to be 
examined in every serious investigation of the origin, purpose and 
structure of that Gospel." 

Harvey K. McArthur in The Catholic Biblical Quarterly 

MATTHEW: Structure, Christology , and Kingdom 
Jack Dean Kingsbury 
"I think Kingsbury has given us the key to Matthew in this "Simul 
taneous presentation of the earthly and the exalted-a reciprocal 
relationship between what happened to Jesus and what has 
happened in the church that Matthew knows." 

Raymond E. Brown in Union Seminary Quarterly Review 

FORTRESS PRESS 
Philadelphia 
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The Genre of the Canonical Gospels 

H.Ta 



1-512 
$9.95 the same myth as do the bio 

graphies. Second, the book points 
out that certain ancient biographi 
cal texts, no less than the Gospels, 
perform cultic functions. Third. the 
author demonstrates that the 
canonical Gospels are varieties of 
the ancient biographical genre. 

WHAT 
ISA 

GOSP€L? 
lhe Genre of the Canonical Gospels 

Charles H. Talbert 

Sure to be marked as a milestone in 
the study of early Christian litera 
ture, Dr. Talbert's thesis provides a 
new and viable alternative to the 
present critical consensus, which 
holds that "the canonical Gospels 
are not biographies. They are rather 
the apostolic kerygma built up into 
a vivid narrative form." This con 
tention of the critical consensus is 
based on three foundations: the 
Gospels are mythical, ancient bio 
graphies are not; the Gospels are 
cultic, ancient biographies are not; 
the Gospels are world-negating, 
ancient biographies are not 
The author demonstrates-in con 
trast-that the canonical Gospels 
participate in the genre of ancient 
biographies. First, certain Graeco 
Roman biographies of rulers and 
philosophers, just as the canonical 
Gospels, have their outer form or 
structure determined by myth. The. 
Synoptic Gospels actually employ 

Charles H. Talbert is Professor of 
Religion at Wake Forest University, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He 
edited Reimarus: Fragments in the 
celebrated Fortress Press "Lives of 
Jesus" series. 

Jucke: .J sign h Ed Bonner 

FORTRESS PRESS 
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