136 Memory Court
Birmingham, AL 35213
June 28, 1983

Special Collections Librarian
Wake Forest University
Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587

Dears Librdrian:

I would appreciate it very much if you will let me know if
you have any substantial amount of material on Hardin Edwards
Taliaferro who was born in Surry County, North Carolina, in 1811,
lived most of his life in Alabama, and died in Loudon, Tennessee
in 1875. 1In recent efforts to go back over my two years of research
on this man (for my graduate thesis in History at Samford University),
one of my fellow students asked if I had thought of approaching you
about this matter. I had not, since he had no connection with Wake
Forest, so far as I can tell, but his personal papers are missing and
the individual who referred me to your institution thought it possible
that they might have been turned over to you because of the North
€arolina connection.

Here are the basic facts that lead to this query: Mark Hardin
Taliaferro (who changed his name later to Hardin Edwards Taliaferro
after discovering a cousin also named Mark Hardin) was one of nine
children of Charles Taliaferro and Sallie Burroughs Taliaferro. Charles
was one of the children of John Taliaferro who came to Surry County
from Virginia. Anyway, Hardin left Surry County in about 1829, joined
two older brothers (both Baptist preachers) in Roane County, Tennessee.
He was converted, felt called to preach, went back to school at Madison-
ville Academy in Tennessee, married Elizabeth Henderson (daughter of
the sheriff of Monroe County, Tennessee) and moved in 1835 to Talla-
dega County, Alabama. He lived and preached there for twenty years.

In 1855, his brother-in-law, Sam Henderson, senior editor of the

South Western Baptist, the weekly paper, persuaded Taliaferro to work
with him as junior editor of the paper and the family moved to Tuskegee
where the paper was published. He later became senior editor but gave
that up in 1862 during the wa;) He later became a missionary to blacks
from about 1868 to 1871s He moved to Loudon, Tennessee, with his wife
in 1873 and died there in 1875.

He had two daughters (no sons) and when the last living daughter
died in 1917, one of her nieces packed up all the papers, etc., and
put them in a trunk or box and mailed them to another niece (who would
have been a grandchild of H.E.T.) in Spartanburg, S.C. They never
arrived but were lost. Those papers are the object of my search. I
have also written Salisbury College to see if they have them. Dr.
Richard Walser, professor emeritus of North Carolina State, had already
done considerable research on this same subject and I have been in
touch with him. I believe inquiries had been made at Furman.




In addition to the fact that I am doing my graduate thesis
on Taliaferro, a professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana,
Professor Ray Craig, is doing his doctoral dissertation on the
writings of Taliaferro, convinced that he should be classed among
the Southwest Humorists.

Both Professor Craig and I are seeking all the information we
can get to supplement what we already have. I have been working on
my part of the project for two years but cannot be satisfied until
I exhaust every possibility of finding the missing papers. When I
tell you that he was given a Bible by Chang, one of the Siamese
twins, when he made a trip from Alabama back to Mount Airy and
Chang: came to hear him preach (along with his twin Eng, of course),
you will understand that I keep hoping that Bible might have been
among the missing papers, also.

I will be glad to pay for search time and reproduction costs of
any material you may have that I do not have in my possession already.
When you have time to look through your special collection indexes,
please let me know whether you have anything that might supplement
what I have already. A stamped, self-addressed envelope is enclosed

for your reply.

Sincerely yours,

/

Mrs. Irma R. Cruse







