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HISTORY OF SOUTH CAROLINA BAPTISTS by Leah Townsend 

148 SOUTH CAROLINA BAPTISTS 

Rev. Joseph Reese preached in the Little Saluda River 
region "at the Ridge" about 1766, "whereat some that came 
from Mine-Creek received the word in the love thereof," were 
baptized, and joined the Congaree church. After receiving 
additions from North Carolina and Virginia, the group of 
Baptists at Mine Creek was organized as a church September, 
1770, by the help of Colonel Samuel Harris and Mr. James 
Child. In 1772 this church had no meeting house, but gathered 
in the home of Benjamin Bell, who, with the assistance of .Mt· 
John Tannej, kept their organization alive by exhortations and 
work among them. The congregation consisted of twenty 
families with eighteen baptized members, to whom the ordi 
nances were administered occasionally by Mr. Reese or Rev. 
Daniel Marshall, and others who visited them, for they had 
no minister of their own. Mine Creek Church entered Sandy 
Creek Separate Association in 1770, but withdrew to become 
a constituent of Congaree Association in 1771, with seven 
teen communicants and John Tanner, as delegate." Nothing 
is known of the Mine Creek group during the Revolution, 
but Red Bank Church, continuing or replacing it to some 
extent, was, according to tradit.on."! constituted in 1784 under 
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earner surv en were for 30(1 acres on the north side of wexnews on both sides of Crane 
Creel:, 6.Dd JOC acres on the east side waieree Rl v er on Pote Branch which drschar'ges into 
Sanders Creek (Piat.s, XI 88 V, 290; YU. 150); in 1790 he '9;'&S an tttne-em et Con~aree 
Church (A.!:;ilt.nd's Reo., r:. and 6. ed.): be lhed in Fatr!Jeld County and o'1>ned ten 
eteves (Census, P. :!l): he died 1817 (Cncrteston Assoc. Mfn..). 

77£(!;:;a:d5. Cro:er :".!S, pp. 34-!i: :\;:man MS, 5';'-8; the const lt uen ts of Mine Creek 
Cht:.:ch were: Balley Cheney, wnnam Chener and v.t!e (!liuner of 100 seres in lii2 on 
Bib Creek Branch of Little Sa.Iuda Rrver toucbtng William Mr..rsh'E la.nd t Pla ta. XIY. 57). 
Mrs. Coats (there were Coats in the Bu!.h Rlver rer ion, ibic!. xri;, 12i 128· X\"IIl 551): 
Drur el! (Drurr) Port and ~He (su:\'ey of 100 acres in 1763 on Mine crees o! Ltt tle Salada 
Rtver. 100 acres 1o 116P on water's of Sah:.da Rf ver , 200 acres in 1173 on Mf ne Creet. 
o!" Ltt.tle Saluda River, ibid.. YIII, 4-3, XI, 272; X\', l 89). Charle~ Har-rfs e nd wUe 1 s ur vev 
cf ~50 acre! on wmcnscns Creek o! Bro&d River in 1-;s:. i~ic!., YI 65); Gu::r!dp· (Good 
rich) R~fhs <F.:t:t"hes) survev o!" l.SCr acres in )';6P on w-s creek wet ers o~ L~:tlr Sabda 
Rl\'e:, ibid., X:, :2G : ?.~n. Je~cut (.Je!!::oat), .. Tohr. .._;ot.r."'OD and v;!ft ~!'t:.:\·t~· o! :!5(, seres 
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Bulletin from 
The Boone County Historical Society 
William Fitzgerald, Secretary 
31 Dortha Avenue, Florence, Ky. 

Canadian author writes novel about 
Boone County, Kentucky, pioneer 

Black Falcon, written by Mrs. Olive Knox, of Winnipeg, Canada, 
is a juvenile novel telling the story of John Tanner from the 
time he was captured by the Indians until his marriage with 
the Indian maiden, Morning Sky. Designed for the ages of ten 
to fourteen the story is told in a charming manner. This is 
the fourth novel by Mrs. Knox. 

Many a boy has wished that he could run away from home and 
live with Indians. One. bey~ John Tanner, had this experience 
when in about the year 1789 he was kidnapped from his home 
in present Boone County, Kentucky. As Black Falcon he became 
the son of a woman chief of the Ottawas. He was the first 
white boy to live on the prairies of Manitoba. For over twenty 
years his life was filled with breath talcing adventures among 
Indians. He later became a scout and rendered valuable service 
to the army. 

john was the son of Rev. John Tanner, a Baptist minister, who 
is presumed to have been the first settler in present Boone 
County, Kentucky. He established Tanner's Station on the 
site of present Petersburg. ~annerts Creek, entering the 
Ohio River from the Indiana side is named for him. He left 
Boone County shortly before 1800, mo~ed to western Kentucky, 
and shortly after 1800 crossed the Mississippi River int• 
Missouri, where he died in 1 12. 

William Fitzgerald, Secretary of the Boone County Historical 
Society, is gathering material for a book on the life of Rev. 
John Tanner. 

Black Falcon by Olive Knox is published by Bouregy & Curl, 
22 East 60th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 192 pages. $2.50. 
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EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK 2 
Nov. Ct. 1772-Jan. Ct. 1775 

EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK 3 
April Ct. 1775-Nov. Ct. 1779 

ABSTRACTS OF EARLY DEEDS OF EDGECOMBE COUNTY, N. C., 1772-1788, Vol. II 

By: Joseph W. Watson 

DB 2-72 

DB 2-87 

DB 3-8 

JOHN TANNER 

JOHN TANNER, SENR. of Bute Co., N. C. to WILLIAM MORGAIN 
of Edgecombe Co., Nov. 23, 1773, for 20 pds. Virginia 
money a tract of 240 acres on the Long Branch adjoining 
James Coker, Dempsey Speir, Hadon Edwards, William Speir, 
and William Jackson, it being part of a Granville grant to 
said John Tanner for 680 acres bearing date Aug. 4, 1761. 
Wit: Cornelius Carter, Jesse Carter, David Tanner. 

JOHN TANNER and wife, DIANA, of Edgecombe Co. to WILLIAM 
MORGAIN of same, May 3, 1773, for 50 pds. Virginia money 
a tract of 107 acres on the south side of Fishing Creek ad 
joining both parties and Speir, it being part of a tract 
granted to John Speir by Patent bearing date Oct. 16, 1735. 
Wit: David Tanner, Jesse Carter, Geneus Tanner. 

JOHN TANNER, JUNR. of Edgecombe Co. to DUNCAN LAMON of same, 
Dec. 11, 1769, for 50 pds. Virginia money a tract of 556 
acres on the south side of Tar River adjoining Edward Moore, 
James Jolly, and the Simmons' Branch. Wit: Benja Smith, 
Arch'd Lamon. 



JOHN TANNER 

Deed Book No. 6 - pg. 209 

JAMES SPIER and MARY SPIER of Edge. Co. to JOHN TANNER of Chesterfield 
Co., Va. 13 June 1757 67 pounds 10 shillings Va. money 300 acres 
on the north side of Fishing creek: 200 acres thereof, joining Fishing 
creek and 100 acres joining the sd. 200 acres excepting 1 acre adjoining 
the Ferry landing Wit: RICHARD WHITAKER, DEMPSEY SPIER, ELIZABETH SPIER 

X her mark Reg. Edge. Co. Aug. Ct. 1757 J. Montford C.Ct. 

ABSTRACTS OF DEEDS EDGECOMBE PRECINCT 
EDGECOMBE COUNTY 
NORTH CAROLINA 1732-1758 by: Margaret M. Hofmann. 



JOHN TANNER 

EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK 00 
March Ct. 1759-Dec. Ct. 1761 

EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK 1 
Dec. Ct. 1761-Jan. Ct. 1763 

DB 00-15 

DB 1-3 

DB 1-296 

DB 1-297 

DB 1-308 

DB 1-387 

JAMES SPEIR and wife, Mary (m) SPEIR, of Edgecombe Co. to 
RALPH JACKSON of Dinwiddie Co., Virginia, Nov. 18, 1758, 
for t40 15s. a tract of 163 acres in the Parish of St. 
Mary's on the south bank of Fishing Creek adjoining Ward, 
it being part of a Granville grant to said Speir dated 
Oct. 26, 1758. Wit: John Tanner, Obediah (X) Howerton, 
Rich's Whitaker. 

COMMISSIONERS of the Town of Tarborough to JOHN TANNER of 
Halifax Co., N. C., March 27, 1761, for 40s. Proc. money 
two lots, each containing one-half acre, situated on St. 
Patrick's and St. John's Streets and known as Lots No. 96 
and No. 18 in the plan of the town. Wit: Joseph Moore, 
Jos. Howel 1. 

JOHN TANNER of Halifax Co., N. C. to WILLIAM JACKSON of 
same, planter, June 22, 1762, for t5 Proc. money a tract 
of 140 acres on the south side of Fishing Creek adjoining 
both parties, John Spear, and James Spear, it being a part 
of a tract of 680 acres granted to said Tenner by deed 
bearing date Aug. 4, 1761. Wit: Benja. Coffield, Wm. James. 

JOHN TANNER of Halifax Co., N. C. to BENJA. COLLOFIELD of 
Edgecombe Co., June 22, 1762, for blO Proc. money a tract of 
200 acres on the south side of Fishing Creek adjoining both 
parties, Stephen Vann, and John Spear, it being part of a 
tract of 680 acres granted to said Tanner by deed bearing date 
Aug. 4, 1761. Wit: Wm. James, Diana (X) Tanner. 

DEMPSEY SPEIR of Edgecombe Co. to JOHN TANNER, SENR. of Halifax 
Co., N. C., Jan. 17, 1762, for an amount not stated a tract of 
100 acres on the north bank of White Oak Swamp adjoining both 
parties, James Coker, and James Benston. Wit: John Tanner, 
Eliz. (X) Spier, Patience (X) Spier. 

JOHN TANNER, SENR. and wife, DINAH (X) TANNER, of Halifax Co., 
N. C., to DEMPSEY SPEIR of Edgecombe Co., June 12, 1762, for 
tlO Proc. money two lots in the Town of Tarborough, each con 
taining one-half acre, situated on St. Patrick's and St. John's 
Streets and known as Lots No. 96 and No. 18 in the plan of the 
town. Wit: James (X) Speir, Wm. Speir. 



EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK C 
April Ct. 1763-May Ct. 1768 

EDGECOMBE COUNTY DEED BOOK D 
Feb. Ct. 1769-Aug. Ct. 1772 

DB C-197 

DB C-406 

DB C-407 

DB C-411 

DB C-413 

DB C-430 

DB D-118 

JOHN TANNER - 2 

WILLIAM BRASSELL and MILLIA (X) BRASELL of Edgecombe Co., 
planter, to JOHN TANNER of same, Jan. 30, 1764, for t20 
Proc. money a tract of 300 acres on the north side of Tar 
River and east side of the Cypress adjoining Lodwick Alford, 
it being a granville grant to said Braswell in 1764. Wit: 
Richard Rabon, Measis (X) Dison. 

DUNCAN LAMON of Edgecombe Co. to JOHN TANNER of same, Oct. 
30, 1765, for t40 Proc. money a tract of 556 acres on the 
south side of Tar River on Simmons' Branch adjoining Edward 
Moore and Peter Jolly, it being a tract granted to said 
Lamon by Earl Granville bearing date June 30, 1760. Wit: 
Edw'd Moore, John Tanner, Senr. 

NATHAN HORN and wife, DELILAH, of Edgecombe Co. to DUNCAN 
LAMON of same, Oct. 30, 1765, for t30 Proc. money a 362 acre 
plantation on Sapony Swamp adjoining Thos. Tucker. Wit: 
Edw'd Moore, Jno. Tanner, Jno. Tanner, Junr. 

JOHN SPEIR and wife, CHRISTIAN (X) SPEIR, of Edgecombe Co. 
to JOHN TANNER of Halifax, Aug. 23, 1766, for t30 Virginia 
money a tract of 100 acres on the south side of Fishing Creek 
adjoining both parties and Coaker. Wit: Eth'd Ruffin, D. 
Grimes, Edw. Clinch, J. -Whittaker. 

JOHN TANNER and wife, DIANAH (X) TANNER, of Halifax Co., N. C., 
to HADEN EDWARDS of same, Oct. 15, 1766, for 20 (?)Virginia 
money a tract of 206 acres on the north bank of White Oak Swamp 
adjoining both parties, Dempsey Speir, and Absalom Benton. Wit: 
Wm. Speir, ----Speir. 

JOHN SPEIR of Edgecombe Co. to JOHN TANNER of Same, Jan. 12, 
1767, for tS Virginia money a parcel of 7 acres on the south 
side of Fishing Creek adjoining both parties. Wit: David Turner, 
Wm. Jackson, Wm. Smith. 

JOHN SPEIR and wife, CHRISTIAN, of Edgecombe Co. to BENJAMIN 
SHIP of same, May 1769, for t50 Virginia money a tract of 100 
acres on the bank of the Creek adjoining both parties and John 
Tanner, it being part of a tract of 631 acres granted to John 
Speir bearing date Oct. 16, 1735. Wit: William Speir, Cornelius 
Carter, Gisham Coffield. 



JOHN TANNER - 3 

, ., 

DB D-130 WILLIAM SPEIR of Edgecombe Co. to BE,NJA. COFFIELD of same, 
Aug. 21, 1769, for 13/8/9 Virginia money a tract of 58 1/2 
acres on the Mill Swamp adjoining both parties and James Speir, 
it being part of a patent deed granted to William Speir bearing 
date Jan. 1, 1762 for 432 acres. Wit: John Tanner, Grisham 
Coffield, David Coker. 

DB D-301 HADON EDWARDS and wife, JEAN (X) EDWARDS, of Edgecombe Co. to 
WRIGHT SPEIR of same, Aug. 3, 1770, for tl5 Virginia money a 
tract of 150 acres on the north bank of White Oak Swamp adjoin 
ing James Coker, William Speir, John Tanner, and Dempsey Speir, 
it being parts of two tracts of land, one deed granted to 
Dempsey Speir and the other to John Tanner bearing date 1761. 
Wit: Jno. Speir, James Coker, Jesse (X) Carter. 

ABSTRACTS OF EARLY DEEDS OF EDGECOMBE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, 
1759-1772 by Joseph W. Watson 



ABSTRACTS OF WILL BOOK I - NASH COUNTY, N. C. 1778-1868 by: Ruth Smith Williams and 
Margarette Glenn Griffin 

reversion to my children or gr. children. Sons: 
1. O. L. JACKSON, JR., 2. WILLIAM, younger son. Wit: 
W.R. JACKSON, L. BOON. Clerk's copy dated Aug. 5, 
1890. 
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JOHNSON, ELIZABETH 
Jan. 16, 1850. 
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JOINER, HARDY 
Nov. 7, 1819. Wife: ELIZABETH - land where I live, 

with reversion to my heirs. Ex: Bro. MOSES JOINER. 
Wit: DRURY JOINER, CALEB DAVIS. 

KITTRELL, THOMAS G. 
Nov. 14, 1893. Son: s. w. KITTRELL - all estate. 

No Ex. Wit: W. O. DUNN, S. J. BARTHOLOMEW. 

LANDING, MARTHA 
Nov. 7, 1899 - Dec. 23, 1911. Sons: 1. WILLIAM 

A. LANDING, Ex., 2. JOHN. Daus: 1. FANNIE IANDING, 
2. I.AURA ANN, wife of GEORGE WEAVER, 3. MARY JANE, wife 
of JOE WORRELL. Wit: JOHN W. WALKER, R. V. AATCHELOR. 

MACKLIN, JANEL. 
Feb. 11, 1889. Son and Ex: JOHN MACKLIN. Daus: 

1. FRANCIS WALLACE, 2. SARAH MACKLIN. Wit: MILES 
BOBBI.TI, W. D. AVENT. 

7 MOORE, EDWARD 
Oct. 5, 1785 - Nov. Ct. 1785. Wife unnamed - 

plantation and mill where I live. Sons-in-law: JOHN 
TANlIBR, JAMES LEE - land where he lives it beino~d , b 

I purchased of? SAKDERS, also another tract adjoining 
it,purchased of WILLIAM HORN. Dau: ZILPHIA. Gr. 
chil: HEl\'RY HOR.1\ and wife AMEY - land purchased of NATH.4.N 
WEST; CHRISTOPI-IER ~·100RE CLINCH - land where h71LLL~M FINCH 
lives; MOORE LEE, dau , of MILLEY TAYLOR. Ex: 1-iILSON 
T.~YLOR may sell land in Johnston Co. to help with care of 
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ABSTRACTS OF EARLY RECORDS of NASH COUNTY, N. C. 1777-1859 
By: Joseph W. Watson 

Dew Strickland, the last three named being infants with 
their mother, Elizabeth Strickland, as guardian. No 
date. 

Petition forthedivision of the land of NOAH STRICK 
LAND, JR. , deed. , held as tenants in common by Bolen 
Strickland; Henry Atkinson and wife, Mary; Edward 
Strickland; William Dew Strickland, an infant. No date. 

Petition for the division of the land of WILLIAM D. 
STRICKLAND, who died intestate in 1831. His children 
were May Elizabeth, wife of Jonathan Dew; Sally M., wife 
of Henry Bryan; William Jane Strickland, an infant. No 
date. 

Petition for division of land made by John L. Sumner; 
William Edwards in right of his wife, Mary E. Edwards; 
Daniel Sumner, an infant. The land was conveyed to them, 
together with Sally Sumner, deed. , as tenants in common 
by WILLIAM N. REVEL. Court of Equity, Fall Term 
1846. 

Petition for division of a 300 acre tract of land be 
tween Washington Harris and Elizabeth Taylor. .I.QHN 
TANNER, by deed of gift in 1813, gave to his grancf= 
children Abner Taylor, Cynthia Taylor, and said Eliza 
beth Taylor, children of Wright Taylor, late of Nash Co. , 
this tract. Wright Taylor bought the shares of the first 
two mentioned children, which later we r e sold to said 
Washington Harris. Court of Equity, Fall Tenn 1851. 

Petition for the division of the land of DEMPSEY TAY 
LOR, deed. , among his children, to wit: Zealous Tay 
lor; Hanon Taylor; Celia, wife of Everett Eatman; Clary 
Taylor; Dicey, wif e of James Strickland; Matthew Taylor, 
all adults; also, Abel John Taylor; Cynthia Taylor; Jin 
cey Taylor, all infants, with Zealous Taylor as guardian. 
The widow was Miriam Taylor. Nov. Term 1823. 

Petition for the div is ion of the land of DEMPSEY 
TAYLOR, who died intestate about the year 1829, with 
the following children as heirs: Jane Taylor; Dicy Tay 
lor, wife of John Williams; Mathew Taylor; Cely Taylor, 
wife of Everett Eatmon; Clary Taylor, wife of Sampson 
Strickland; Abel J. Taylor. Said Mathew Taylor had di ed 
leaving children and all of his heirs resided outside the 

65 



Page: 69 

NAME: Tanner, John 

DATA: sett. Falls of Tar River (Nash) N. C., 1772-1776; sett. Swift's 
Creek (Edgecombe) N. C., 1777-1779; went to Ky., 1781; Bapt. 

SOURCE: The Colonial Clergy of Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina 
by: The Reverend Frederick Lewis Weis 



H!STORY OF THE BAPTISTS LN MISSOURI by R·, S. ·Duncan 

lll:Tllt.t AssoctA'l"ron. 
tained in a noat!y printed, though email pamphlet of tMrt,r 
pages. ' The session was held with the Texas Church, St. Fran 
cois County; beginning Sept. 20tb, and continuing three daye. 
The Bethel is one of tbe few a"'ociatione in Mi,,ouri wbfoh 

believoa in feet-wa,bing., a religio"' ordinanoe_ It ha. an arti cle of faith on the subject as follows: 

,____ " We believe the feet: wa,hi n g as set forth in ,T ohn 13th, to be. · 
one of the ordinances of the gospel, .and that it ought to be ob 
•erved ·by al! Chriatiana, as our Lord and Savior delivered it 
to the di'Oiplea, and onght to be praotioed in conneo_tion with 
the Sapper by all baptized believers." 

From the foregoing aoconnt it will be eeen that Bethel A,.,o 
ciation baa been a fi-uitfuJ vine, having diimi6'ed nine churches_ 
in 1824, to form Cape Girardeau A'6ociation; four in 1829, to 
form an as;ociation in Northern Arkan"'; two in 183 J, to .go 
into the Franklin A,.ociation; and nine in 1859, to form the Central Missouri Association. 

The total memberehip in 1872 was 627. Total .baptiama, 65. 
The following briefeketch ofa very worthy minister qeserves 

a place in this chapter, and we give it in conclusion: 
-~ Ew. IonN TANNER-waa born and raieed in the atate ofVir- 

/ginia. We know nothing of bia early life. Re was a Baptiet 
miniatn in the Kehukeo A"ociation as early aa 1777, in which 
year the following incident occurred in connection with his min- istry: . 

"A cortain woman, by the name of Daweon, in tbe tow~ of 
Windeor, N. o., had reaeon to hope her.on! was converted, sa w 

. baptism to be -~duty for a believer to comply with, and expresa 
ed a great d~aire_ to join the church at Caahie, under the care of 

. Eld. Dargan, Her huabond, who was_ violently oppoaed to i~ 
and a great peraecutor, had tbroatoned that if any man baptized 
hie wife, ho would shoot him. AcCordingly, baptism"'" defer 
red for aome time. At length Eld. Tanner was present at _Eld. 
Dargan's meeting, and Mre. Dawson applied to the church for 
baptism, expreaaing a deaire to Comply with her duty. She was 
received, and Eld. Dorgan being an infon man, when other 
m inist_ers were preaen' won ld general! y apply to th em to ad min-. 
;•tor the ordinance in his atead. Re therefore requested Eld. 
Tanner to perform the dnty of baptfam at thia time. Whether 
Eld. Tanner was apprized of Daweon'e threat or no' or Whether 
he thought it his duty to obey God rnther than men, we are not 
informed;. but, however it w,., he baptized Mre. Daweon. In • 
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the following June, in the year 1777, Eld. Tanner was expected 
to preach at Sandy Run Meeting-house, and Dawson, hearing of 
the appointment, came up from Windsor to N orfleet's Ferry on 
Roanoke, and lay in wait, near the banks of the .r ivcr, and when 
Eld. Tanner (who was in company with Eld. Dargan) ascended 
the bank from the ferry landing, Dawson being a few yards from_ . :··: ~ _ ;~·- 

hi . h I h . ' . t l S t h t'. x .. , ;,_ .. , cit."' him shot rm wit a arge orseman s pis o . even een 15 o < .• : ... ~~··:, .• 
we;_t into his thigh, one of' which was a large buckshot, that - · ~·< '· 
went through the limb and lodged in his clothes on the other 
side. In his wounded condition, Mr. Tanner was carried to the 
house of Mr. Elisha Williams, in Scotland Neck, where he lay for 
some weeks, his life being despaired of; but through the good- 
ness of the Lord he recovered again. Dawson being somewhat ....... 
frightened lest be should die, sent a doctor up to attend him. 
After Eld. Tanner's recovery he never attempted to seek any 
redress, but submitted to it patiently as persecution for Christ's 
sake."* 
John Tanner spent a few years in Kentucky, and removed to. 

the territory of Missouri in a very early day-sometime prior 
to the earthquakes of 1811-and settled in what is now New Ma 
drid County, not far from the present town of New Madrid. _In 
the winter of 1811-12, be was visited at his home in the "Low 
Country," by Eld. Wilson Thompson (a licentiate) and Thomas 
Bull, both members of Bethel Baptist Church, and found to be 
an old and infirm man.f 
In the spring of 1812 the ear-tliquake had been so severe in the 

low lands about New Madrid, that he left and moved to the high 
lands of Cape Girardeau County, and settled in the neighborhood 
of Bethel Chureh.] and in April of that year he and Eld. Stilley, 
at the call of Bethel Church, ordained Wilson Thompson to the 
ministry, Eld. Tanner preaching the sermon on the occasion 
from the words: "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" 
In the summer of 1812 or '13 his health became more feeble,' 

and he was for some time confined to the house; soon after 
which he died. · 
As a preacher, he was sound, Calvinistic, able, and a great 

· favorite with the mother of the Ron. Renry Clay. 
* Burkitt and Reed's Church E(istory, pp. 60-62. 
t Life of Eld. Wilson Thompson, p. 175. 
t Ibid., p. 182. 



JOHN TAN:KER was early a member of Tates Creek church 
of Regular Baptists, and was probably its founder and first pas 
tor. Of the time and place of his birth, we have no certain 
knowledge. The earliest account we have of him is that, in 

1773, he raised up a small church in Rocky Swamp, in Halifax 
county, North Carolina. He was soon after this pastor of a 
church of Separate Baptists, in Edgecomb county, of the same 
State. Here he was engaged in a laudable enterprise, of which 
a brief account may he interesting to the reader. 

As early as 1695, and a number of years before we have 
any direct historical account of any Baptists in Virginia, there 
were many individual Baptists, scattered along the eastern coast 
of North Carolina, supposed to have been driven out of Virginia 
by the intolerant ecclesiastical laws of that colony. They were 
General Baptists, and very ignorant of the true nature ot chris 
tianity. They had something of the form of godliness, but 
knew little of its power. By the year 1752, sixteen churches 
had been gathered, which met annually in "a yearly meeting." 
About this time, they were visited by John Gano, and, a year 
afterwards, by Benjamin Miller and Peter Vanhorn,* from 
Philadelphia Association. These eminent ministers found them 
in a deplorable condition. They preached among them. Many 
of them confessed that they knew nothing about experimental 
religion. They "openly confessed they were baptized before 
they believed, and some of them said they did it in hope of 
getting to heaven by it. Some of their ministers confessed that 
they had endeavored to preach, and administer the ordinance 
of baptism to others, after they were baptized, before they 
were converted themselves; and so zealous were they for bap 
tism (as some of them expected salvation by it) that one of 
their preachers confessed, if he could get any willing to be bap 
tized, and it was in the night, that he would baptize them by 
fire-light, for fear they should get out of the notion of it before 
the next morning. "t Many of these people, however, could 
give a good account of their conversion before their baptism ; 
and some of their preachers were pious, evangelical men. Of 
these, the missionaries formed Regular Baptist churches. Such 
as had been converted after baptism, were required to be re- 

*Benedict, Vol. 2, p. 99. :.o· 
t Burkitt and Read's His. Kehukee Asso., pp. 49, 47. 
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baptized. Some ot them dissented, and were refused member 
ship in the new churches. After this renovation, there were 
three or four churches, and as many preachers, that refused to 
submit to the reformation, and remained on their old grounds. 
Their doctrine and practice seem to have been substantially the 
same that are now held by the Campbellites. In a few years 
they became extinct. 

The new churches, formed by the missionaries, on the doc 
trines of the Philadelphia Association, united with four other 
churches, one of which, at least, was under the pastoral care ot 
John Tanner, and formed the present Kehukee Association of 
United Baptists. At the time of this union, I 777, .the associa 
tion contained ten churches, with an aggregate membership of 

·1, 590. * Mr. Tanner traveled and preached extensively, not 
only in the bounds of this association, but also in Virginia. 
He endured much persecution, and at one time came very near 
losing his life for his faithfulness in the gospel of Christ. Elder 
Lemuel Burkitt, who was present when the surgeon dressed 
Mr. Tanner's wound, relates the circumstance as follows: 

"A certain woman by the name of Dawson, in the town 
of Windsor, N. C., had reason to hope her soul was converted, 
saw baptism to be a duty, and expressed a great desire to join 
the church at Cashie, under the care of Elder Dargan. Her 
husband who was violently opposed to it, and a great persecu 
tor, had threatened that, if any man baptized his wife, he would 
shoot him. Accordingly, the baptism was deferred for some 
considerable time. At length, Elder Tanner was present at 
Elder Dargan's meeting, and Mrs. Dawson applied to the 
church for baptism, expressing her desire to comply with her 
duty. She related her experience, and was received; and, as 
Elder Dargan was an infirm man, he generally, when other 
ministers were present, would apply to them to administer the 
ordinance in his stead. He therefore requested Elder Tanner 
to perform the duty of baptism at this time. Whether Elder 
Tanner was apprised of Dawson's threatening or not, or whether 
he thought it his duty to obey God rather than man, we are 
not able to say. But. so it was, he baptized Sister Dawson. 
And, in June following, which was in the year 1777, Elder 
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Tanner was expected to preach at Sandy Run meeting house, 
and Dawson, hearing of the appointment, came up from Wind 
sor to Norfleet'» ferry, on Roanoke, and lay in wait ne!r the 
banks of the river. When Elder Tanner, in company with 
Elder Dargan, ascended the bank from the ferry landing, 
Dawson, being a few yards from him, shot him with a Iarge 
horseman's pistol, and seventeen shot went into his thigh, one 
of which was a large buckshot that went through his thigh. In 
this wounded condition, Elder Tanner was carried to the house 
of Mr. Elisha Williams, in Scotland Neck, where he lay some 
weeks, and his life was despaired of. But, through the good 
ness of God, he recovered. "* 

Besides the rude persecutions Mr. Tanner endured in North 
Carolina he took his turn in a Virginia jail, with his co-laborers . 
Mr. Semple says: "In Chesterfield jail seven preachers were 
confined for preaching, viz: William Webber, Joseph Anthony, 
Augustine Eastin, John Weatherford, John Tanner, Jeremiah 
Walker anci David Tinsley. Some were whipped by individ 
uals, and several were fined. "t Speaking of the same circum 
stances, Burkitt and Read say: "The people were so desirous 
to hear preaching that they would attend at the prison, and 
the ministers would preach to them through the grates. In 
order to prevent their hearing, Colonel Cary had a brick wall 
erected ten or twelve feet high before the prison, and the top 
thereoffixt with glass, set in mortar to prevent the people from 
sitting on the top of the wall to hear the word."!· 

Previous to the year 178j, Mr. Tanner moved to Ken 
tucky, and, in that year, was a member, and we have suppos 
ed, the founder and pastor, of Tates Creek church, in Madi 
son county. Not long after this he was the preacher of 
~.one's Creek church (now Athens) in Fayette county. Like 
\\ t~liam "Marshall, Mr. Tanner entered deeply into the investi 
~tton of God's eternal decrees, and growing morose in his 
em per, he seemed to arrive at the conclusion that none were 
c~nverted, unless they were '' sound on the decrees," from 
h13 st d · 'an point. About the year 1786, or the year following, - 
: ~~rki~t and Read's HiR. Kehukee Asso., pp. 59, 60. 
• [ 1.s. Va. Bap., p, 207. 
• listory Kehukee . .\sso. p. 269 
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there was a general revival among the young churches in Ken 
tucky. Indeed, this work began as early as the winter and 
sprin~ of r 785, and continued some three years. During the 
same period, there was a glorious work of grace spreading ex 
tensively over the land in Virginia and North Carolina. Some 
time during this precious season, William Hickman was with 
Mr. Tanner at Boones Creek. About twenty persons were ap 
proved for baptism in one day. Such a work had not been 
seen before, in Kentucky. It was a time of great rejoicing. 
The news had just reached Kentucky, that a similar work was 
in progress amontr the churches in Virginia and North Car 
olina. Mr. Tanner preached, but otherwise, and perhaps in 
his preaching also, he endeavored to discourage the revival, 
saying he feared it was "the work of the devil." He refused 
to examine the candidates for baptism before the church, and 
when they were received, he refused to baptize them * How 
ever, it is probable that he would not have absolutely refused 
these offices if there had been no other minister present to dis 
charge them. How far will even good men be led astray, 
when they turn away from the simplicity of the gospel, to 
weary themselves and their hearers with vain attempts to dis 
cover, and unfold, the secret mysteries of God's eternal de 
crees? 

About the year 1795, Mr. Tanner moved to ·woodford ., 
county, and settled in the neighborhood of Clear Creek 
church. By this time, he had come to the conclusion that all 
the existing churches in Kentucky were too corrupt for a chris 
tian to live in. He soon induced his aged father-in-law, Elder 
James Rucker, to adopt his opinion. Elder John Penny had 
recently moved from Virginia, and settled on Salt river. He 
was induced to enter into Mr. Tanner's scheme. They found 
a few Baptists in l\Ir. Penny's neighborhood, suited to their 
purpose, and they constituted ''the Reformed Baptist church 
on Salt River," of ten members, three of whom were ordained 
preachers. Their plan was to receive members only by ex 
perience, and these must be of known good character. None 
were received by letter from other churches. Their intention 
was to have a very pure church. As Mr. Penny lived among 

1812. 
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them, he was chosen pastor. The fact soon developed itself 
that human nature was the same in the "Baptist Reform" 
church, that it was in Clear Creek church. The members of 
this "pure body" soon fell into contentions among themselves. 
:\fr. Penny called helps and constituted the present Salt River 
church, on the old plan. Mr. Rucker returned to Clear Creek 
and shortly afterwards moved to the lower end of the state. 
The "Baptist Reform church" was dissolved in two years after 
it was constituted. Mr. Tanner soon moved to Shelby 
county,* from whence, after a brief period, he emigrated to 
Missouri, and settied near New Madrid. From this settle 
ment most of the people were frightened away by a series of 
violent earthquakes which occurred in I 8 r r. Mr. Tanner mov 
ed to the neighborhood of Cape Gerrardeau, where he died, in 
1812. 

•History ten ch's pp. 80, 81. 
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