
THE REV,, LEON TART has 
accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the Hood's Grove Baptist 
Church, Newton Grove, Rt"!. He 
will begin his duties there Dec. 
14. He ls now serving as pas 
tor of Calvary Baptist Church 
-In Dunn and was formerly a 
pastor of Benson Grove Bap.. 
ttst Church on Highway 50, Ben 
son. He is also employed at 
He111g-Myers Furniture Store 
in Benson. He and his v1ife, the 
former Miss Sue Barefoot, re 
side on the Jonesboro Road in 
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NEW CHURCH PAST' 
The Rev. Leon Tart of Dunn 
has assumed the pastorate at 
Hood's Grove Baptist Church 
on Route 1, Newton Grove, 
and at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Dunn. He was formerly the 
pastor of Benson <fr\ote Bap 
tist Church in Benson. Mrs. 
Tart is the former Sue Bare 
foot of Dunn. She is employ 
ed with First-Citizens Bank in 
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By LOCKE MUSE 
Of The Record Staff 

Spectators in a standing 
room-only courtroom in Dunn 
cheered the judge's decision of 
not guilty even after Rev. Leon 
Tart admitted he kissed Carla 
Dozier. 
Ms. Dozier, 28, a sales repre 

sentative for The Daily 
Record, accused Rev. Tart, 54, 
of grabbing her breast and try 
ing to stick his tongue in her 
mouth on Feb. 19 at her home 
in Sampson County and at his 
place of business, Tart Paint 
and Wall Paper in Dunn. 

Rev. Describes Kiss 
Rev. Tart, a pastor at Jones 

boro Baptist Church for more 
than 20 years, said he was not 

~ 

the aggressor and it was a 
mutual hug and kiss the two 
shared alone in his store. 
Prior to the incident in the 

store, Rev. Tart said he rode 
with Ms. Dozier to her home in 
Sa_mpson County to measure 
her floors. The two had 
returned to the store to work 
otit a price deal. 
According to Rev. Tart, Ms. 

Dozier became affectionate 
after he had given her a good 
deal on carpet and vinyl. 
"She was leaving and I told 

her I appreciated her trading 
with me," Mr. Tart said. "She 
hugged me and said, 'You're a 
fine fellow.' At that point we 
kissed. ... At that point Carla 
was in the best mood I have 
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Waiting For Court To Begin - Rev. Leon Tart, found not guilty of sexually assaulting a Dunnj 
woman, had approximately 150 supporters on hand to cheer him on during his trial Wednesday. 
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Preacher Admits Kiss; Judge 
By LOCKE MUSE 
Of The Record Staff 

Spectators in a standing 
room-only courtroom in Dunn 
cheered the judge's decision of 
not guilty even after Rev. Leon 
Tart admitted he kissed Carla 

the aggressor and it was a 
mutual hug and kiss the two 
shared alone in his store. 
Prior to the incident in the 

store, Rev. Tart said he rode 
with Ms. Dozier to her home in 
Sampson County to measure 
her floors. The two had 
returned to the store to work 
out a price deal. 
According to Rev. Tart, Ms. 
zier became af 



Continued From Page One 

ever seen her in." 
Assistant District Attorney 

Peter Strickland never ques 
tioned Rev. Tart about the inti 
macy of the kiss or even if he 
had tried to place his tongue in 
Ms. Dozier's mouth. 
Judge Ed McCormick found 

there to be reasonable doubt 
that the alleged assault 
occurred. 

Rev. Appeared Relaxed 
Rev. Tart, who also owns the 

Benson radio station WPYB, 
entered the courtroom through 
the back door and he was smil 
ing, joking, casual and relaxed 
prior to the trial. 
After the trial, Rev. Tart, 

who still has charges pending 
in Sampson County, left the 
courtroom in the company of 
police and exited by the back 
door of the courtroom due to 
the large crowd of supporters 
gathered around the front of 
the courtroom. 

"I'm sorry anything ever 
happened," Mr. Tart said after 
court. "I have another case 
pending in Sampson County so 
I don't want to make any com 
ments." 

Court Appearance March 11 
Mr. Tart was also charged in 

Sampson County for the inci 
dent that allegedly occurred at 
Ms. Dozier's residence. He is 
scheduled to appear in Clinton 
District Court on March 11. 
After court Ms. Dozier was 

shocked that she had lost her 
case and she commented on 
the situation. 
"He won the battle, but he 

didn't win the war," Ms. Dozier 
said. "I know when I lay my 
head down tonight that I have 
done what is right. I was made 
out to be a villain and I was 
really the victim." 

Cameras Not Allowed 
Judge McCormick 

announced there would be no 
TV cameras and no pictures 

made during the trail. 
"This trial is going to pro 

ceed like an ordinary trial with 
no fanfare," Judge McCormick 
said. "I asked all who are in 
here to remain quiet. I've 
asked the bailiffs to remove 
anyone who violates this." 
Twice during the proceed 

ings Judge McCormick 
warned the people in the court 
room to be quiet. However, 
there were other times when 
giggles were heard and com 
ments exchanged by members 
of the audience. 
Defense Attorney Allen 

Lytch was pointed in his ques 
tioning and at one point Ms. 
Dozier told him he was badger 
ing her. 

Approximately 150 Present 
Rev. Tart is a well-known 

businessman and about 150 
people packed the courtroom 
to see the Wednesday after 
noon trial that started at 2 p.m. 
and lasted for nearly two 
hours. 

There were many support 
ers and family members pre 
sent for both Ms. Dozier and 
Mr. Tart. However, Mr. Tart 
had more supporters because 
many members of his church 
were present. 
After the trial one Dunn 

woman, Jackie Tew, was heard 
to say to Ms. Dozier, "Let's see 
how many ads you sell now." 
Ms. Dozier was calm on the 

stand, but cried quietly during 
the testimony of her co-work 
er, Maria House. 
Ms. House said Ms. Dozier 

returned to work upset. 
"I had a customer I was 

working with when she 
returned to the office," Mrs. 
House said. "She (M&. Dozier) 
kept looking back like she 
wanted me to get rid of her. 
After my customer left she 
told me she had a bad experi 
ence ... She lit a cigarette and 
couldn't hold it she was shak- 

ing so bad. She started crying 
and got the hiccups. Her whole 
body was shaking. We couldn't 
calm her down. I took her to 
the doctor and he gave her 
something to calm her down." 
Mrs. House said she called 

Rev. Tart who told her he only 
patted Ms. Dozier on the back. 
Mr. Tart's employee, Bill 

Carson of Erwin, testified in 
his behalf. Mr. Carson testified 
he couldn't remember whether 
Ms. Dozier was wearing pants 
or a dress, but that her top was 
"fairly low-cut" and that she 
was wearing sunglasses. 
Assistant District Attorney 

Strickland asked Ms. Dozier 
why she had returned to the 
store with Mr. Tart after the 
first incident at her residence. 
"I don't know," Ms. Dozier 

replied. "I trusted him and 
couldn't believe what he had 
done. I tried to brush it off." 


