
GARY TASH 
fo resign ... 

By REBECCA OLMSTEAD 
Sentinel Slaff Reporter 

When Gary Tash was in law school at Wake Forest Universi 
ty, he imagined that he would go into corporate-law because he 
felt his shyness would limit his effectiveness as a trial attorney. 
After working as a clerk for a local law firm, he decided he 

might enjoy trial law. He became a member of the firm after 
graduation and from there he accepted a job as an assistant 
district attorney. 

In 1976, Gov. Jim Holshouser appointed him to fill a vacancy 
on the Forsyth District Court bench. 
Seven years later, Tash says he never regretted his decision 

to serve in the area of the judiciary he feels is closest to the 
people. 
But today he mailed a letter to Gov. Jim Hunt announcing his 

resignation from the bench, citing his desire to spend more 
time with his family and to serve the public in a different 
manner. 
Tash will step down May 1 to enter private practice, but he 

said in an interview yesterday that he is not at liberty to say 
exactly what that practice will be. He said he will definitely be 

continuing work in District 
Court - just from the oppo 
site side of the bench. 
Tash said he is pleased with 

his work as a judge, particu 
larly in connection with 
young people. He said he is 
also pleased with new pro 
grams across the state relat 
ing to juvenile justice. He be 
lieves turning the lives of 
young people around is a 
more practical approach to 
solving the problem of adult 
crime than building more 
prisons. 
Tash said he will continue 

his volunteer work in juvenile 
programs. 
He said he first began con 

sidering resigning about a 
year ago when he applied for 
the position of federal magis 
trate. "I still love the (District 
Court) job. It's just time for 
me to move on to something 
else," he explained. . 
Tash said he feels he was 

called by God to the bench, 
adding that it was his reli 
gious faith that provided the 
strength to overcome his shy 
personality. 
Tash, a native of New Jer 

sey, did his undergraduate 
work at the University of Vir 
ginia. After graduating from 
Wake Forest's law school, he 
joined the firm of Randolph 
and Randolph - the firm he 
had worked with while he was 
a student. 

He was sworn in as an as 
sistant district attorney in 
1973 under District Attorney 
Frank Yeager, a Republican. 
When Donald K. Tisdale, a 

Democrat, was elected dis 
trict attorney in 1974, he 
asked Tash to move from his 
job as a prosecutor in District 
Court to Superior Court. But 
Tash said he rejected the of 
fer because he knew at that 
time he wanted to be a Dis 
trict Court judge. 
He was appointed to the 

bench in early 1976 and was 
subsequently elected that No- 
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vember. He was the only Re 
publican in a contested race · 
to win in Forsyth County that 
year. 
He was re-elected in 1980. 
Tash is proud of a nickame 

given him by courtroom bai 
liffs - Tolerant Tash. He said 
the nickname stems from the 
additional time often re 
quired for court sessions 
when he is on the bench be 
cause of his policy of explain 
ing why he makes rulings. 
Tash said he feels that be 

cause District Court is the 
only contact some people 
have with the court system, it 
is essential they leave with a 
good impression. "Every case 

is important and every indi 
vidual who has something to 
say should have a chance to 
say it." 
Tash has received numer 

ous awards for his work, in 
cluding the Bell Award - the 
highest given by the Mental 
Health Association. He re 
ceived the award for his 
"compassion and unique sen 
tences for youthful offend 
ers." 
He also won a state Jaycee 

award for his service to com 
munity, government and 
church. He is a member of the 
Winston-Salem Jaycees and 
First Presbyterian Church. 
One thing Tash has advo 

cated while on the bench and 

would still like to see happen 
would be the election of 
judges on a nonpartisan basis. 
He said he feels judges should 
be elected but should not rep 
resent a particular political 
party. 
Tash leaves the bench with 

many memories, some of 
which still bring a smile. He 
remembers an elderly wom 
an before him in traffic court 
after he had been on the bench 
only three days. The woman 
referred to him as "Darling." 
Tash said he informed her 
that she should not call the 
judge that name. But unfortu 
nately, he was known for 
some time as Judge Darling. 
Recently, a new State High 

way Patrol trooper had done 
a good job prosecuting his 

case in traffic court, but Jost 
the case. Tash asked the offi 
cer into his chambers to com 
mend him on his work. 
When the trooper entered 

Tash's office. he asked Tash if 
he remembered him from a 
case a few years before. The 
officer told Tash that he was 
17 years old at the time and 
had been so impressed by the 
judgment and reprimand he 
had gotten from Tash for a 
traffic offense that he decided 
to go into law enforcement. 
"It was a personal triumph 

for me," Tash said. 
When asked if another judi 

cial post is in his plans. Tash 
said, "I would not rule it out, 
but, no, I wouldn't anticipate 
it." 
Gov. Hunt will appoint 

Tash 's successor to the Dis 
trict Court post. Under state 
law. the replacement must be 
a Republican. The Forsyth 
Bar Association will nomi 
nate three candidates and the 
governor will make his choice 
from those names. 
Among those who have 

been mentioned are Alice 
Patterson, an attorney in pri- -------------..&.. 
vate practice, and Joseph 
Gatto, an assistant district at 
torney. Both have indicated 
they would be interested in 
the post. 
Tash says in his letter 'to 

Hunt that he is confident the 
bar will submit names of 
well-qualified candidates 
"and I would respectfully 
urge you. in making tli~ ap 
pointment of my successor, to 

select an individual who 
stresses the importance of ju 
venile court. who understands 
the value of cornmunitv- 

, based alternative programs 
for juveniles. and who appre 
ciates the vital role of citizen 
volunteers in redirecting the 
Jives of our young people in 
trouble or at risk." 


