
Joining 
Church 
The Rev. A. C. Tatem will 

begin tomorrow as the new pas 
tor at the No rt h s i de Baptist 
Church, llOO E. Corn w~ - 
Drive. 
The Rev. Mr. Tatem comes 

from the Jefferson Street Bap 
tist Church in Ro an o k e, Va. 
where he has served for the last 
three years. 
He replaces the Rev. J. B. 

C I i f t o n, who has for several 
weeks s e r v e d at the local 
church as interim pastor. 
Te Rev. Mr. Tatem received 

h i s education at Fayetteville 
·High School, the University of 
North Carolina and the Pied· 
mont Bible College. 
The pastor is married to the 

former Joyce Anderson of North 
Wilkesboro. The couple/has three 
children, Pam, 21, Charles 17, 
and Art Jr., 12. They will Jive in 
the new pastonum on Pinedale 
Drive. 
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Pointed 
Says 

Christ, N 
My Way, 
(Ed. note: The Rev. A. C. 

Tatem, pastor of Carroll 
Memwi.lUa.Ptist Chuffil," is 
author of t~cle on why 
he chose his profession.) 
To answer the question of 

why I chose the Christian 
ministry as a life's vocation is 
simple and yet profound, for I 
was confronted one day by the 
Risen Christ as I was stu 
dying Romans 12:1-2. 
The questions came, "Will 

you give your body a living 
sacrifice? Will you be 
separated from the w o r I d 
system? Will you b e 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind? Will you 
declare my name and my 
Gospel to a lost world? Will 
you be my minister?" 
The call was clear and un 

mistakable. God's hand was 
claiming my life in a special 
way. 

Rationalization 
I began to rationalize, for I 

said I could do this as a 
deacon or Sunday school 
teacher in the church of which 
I was a member. Then too, I 
said, you must get an educa 
tion and when you finish the 
pay will be less than most 
people's. You will be 
m i s u nderstood, criticized, 
maligned, and maybe fired 
from the church you serve. 
These and other rationaliza 

tions were cast aside as 
Christ began to insist on my 
total surrender to his call. 

I, 
Minister 

that I did not choose the 
Christian ministry. C h r i s t 
chose me and I am ever so 
thankful he did. 

When I yielded, I received 
peace that I had never known 
before. 
The Lord has seen me 

through some trying times but 
he has never failed to meet 
my need. And, I have always 
had a place to proclaim his 
name and word, although 
many have rejected it. 
I sup.pose I have quit more 

times than can be numbered 
but I know that the only 
rhyme and reason for my ex 
istence in life is to preach 
God's word and serve my 
fellowman. 
In summary, may I say 


