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Waiie1 Forest radio controVtersy leads to resignations 
Program, news directors leave posts 

By Owen Covington 
STAFF WRITF.R 

Radio station WFDD of Winston-Salem 
has lost two of its most familiar voices. 

Program Director Paul Brown and News 
Director Michelle John-
son announced their res-
ignations Thursday, fol-
lowing a· controversy 

over the editorial freedom of the station. .. 
Both Brown and Johnson objected to a 

Wake Forest University administrator's re-
• . quest that the station limit its coverage of a 
: : debate over the use of Wait Chapel for a 

• same-sex uniori cerem~ny. 
Wait Chapel, the campus church and a 

WFU icon, is home to the Wake Forest Bap-
tist Church. In September, the university's 
board of trustee s asked Wake Forest Baptist 
to not use the chapel for the ceremony. 

"It was a given that I would want to re-
port this story," Johnson said. "It was an im-
portant cultural story that we had been fol-
lowing for quite a while." . 

Brown and Johnson both spoke to other 
news media about the proposed ceremony 
and about the request by Vice President of 
University Advancement Sandra Boyette, 
who has supervised the station for 11 years, 
to provide no coverage of the event beyond 
the university's press release. 

Brown said that after he spoke to the me-

dia, the university threatened to remove him 
from his position as supervisor of the news 

"director, but later said he could continue in 
his former position without change. 

"Virtually all of the progress made to-
wards allowing me to continue the work I 
was doing was made under threat of legal 
action," Brow·n said. 

Brown and Johnson both felt there was a 
· conflict of interests between Boyette's role 
as a fund-raiser and public relations super-
visor for the university on one hand and as a 
supervisor for the radio stati9p on the other 
hand. 

"(The university) is not taking seriously 
the need for the station 's news department 
to be independent," Brown said. 

Since the incident, Boyette has apolo-

gized for interfering with the editorial pro- . 
cess and has requested the supervision of 
the station be switched to a different depart-
ment. 

On October 25, Wake Forest announced 
that president Thomas Hearn had assigned 
Associate Provost Samuel Gladding to over-
see WFDD. 

Brown and Johnson said they had been 
considering leaving the station for months , 
and the recent events just confirmed that it 
was time to move on. 

Johnson said the university's request to 
limit coverage "started a chain of events I 
couldn't stop and that I didn't want to 
stop." 

Johnson has accepted a job as the higher 
education reporter for the Winston-Salem 

Journal , a job she says will be an exciting 
change after spending half her life in radio 
journalism . 

Brown will continue working in radio. 
He will be doing freelance reporting for Na-
tional Public Radio and has received two 
grants to report on the arts for the North 
Carolina Arts Council. 

He is also working on a 13-part series for 
PBS that is based on the book "Simple Liv-
ing" by Frank Weber. · 

Neither Brown nor Johnson was willing 
to speculate on the future of WFDD, but 
both wished the station well. 

"I hope this (controversy) makes it a 
stronger, more self-reflective institution," 
Johnson said. 
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