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¥-~- ~,.~ ~( 82> Program airector at WFDD won't return 
By Wlllam L. Holmes 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

The program director who took a 
leave of absence from the public-radio 
station at Wake Forest University after a 
disagreement over journalistic freedom 
said yesterday that he will not return . 

The resignation of Paul Brown is the 
latest fallout from a confrontation be-
tween employees of WFDD and Sandra 
Boyette, the school's vice president for 
university advancement. 

Boyette asked station employees in 
September to limit their reporting about 
the report of a committee of university 
trustees to a news release issued by the 

school. The report asked leaders of 
Wake Forest Baptist Church, an autono-
mous congregation that meets on cam-
pus, to not conduct a same-sex covenant 
ceremony in Wait Chapel. 

Station employees complied with 
Boyette's request, but several staff 
members criticized it in interviews with 
the media. .. 

Boyette planned to ask Brown to give 
up supervision of the station's news di-
rector, Michelle Johnson. Brown de-
clined and asked on Sept. 27 to be 
placed on paid leave. 

The station later said that it would 
allow Brown to return without any 
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change in duties. He declined. Johnson 
left the station for a job as a reporter for 
the Winston-Salem Journal. 

Boyette has apologized for making 
ihe request. She also recommended that 
Wake Forest officials move oversight of 
the station to a different department. 

Thomas K. Hearn Jr. announced Mon-
day that he would follow the recommen-
dation. Associate Provost Samuel Glad-
ding has accepted the duty. 

Brown has worked at WFDD for 
12% years. In addition to his duties as 
program director, he produced Across 
the Blue Ridge, a show that featured 
old-time and traditional music. ----

He founded the station's news depart-
ment in 1994 and was promoted to pro-
gram director last year. 

Brown said he will continue to work in 
public radio as an independent reporter 
and producer. 

He said he had been considering leav-
ing the station within the next year. 

"I felt that although the university was 
making some progress on the issue of 
independence that more needed to be 
done," Brown said. 

"I wasn't certain that all of the actions 
I felt were necessary were going to be 
taken in a time reaso~ ble for me," he 
said. "" 


