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Germaine Bree Symposium Scheduled 
for March 26-27 

As another major event in the 
observance of Fifty Years of Women at 
Wake Forest , the Germaine Bree 
Symposium will be held on campus Friday 
and Saturday, March 26 and 27. In keeping 
with the life and work of Professor Bree, the 
Symposium will recognize Wake Forest 
women in teaching, research and writing, 
administrative appointments, and the arts. 

The opening session, a luncheon at 12 
noon in the Magnolia room on Friday, will 
pay tribute to first teachers, beginning with 
Bree, who was the first Kenan Professor of 
the Humanities. Others who will be 
honored for their contributions to the 
growth and development of Wake Forest 
since the 1940's include: Beulah L. Raynor, 
who joined the English faculty in 1946; 
Marjorie Crisp and Dorothy Casey, who were 
the first women on the physical education, 
health and sports science staff; Mary Frances 
Robinson and Anne Tillett, the first 
professors among the women in Romance 
languages; Jeanne Owen, the first professor 
of business law and for years the lone 
woman on the faculty of the School of 
Business and Accountancy; Lucille Harris, 
who began as an instructor in piano in the 
Music department; Eva Rodtwitt and Dolly 
McPherson, the first European and the first 
African-American women, respectively, to 
join the faculty of the College. 

Women in administrative posts will 
be recognized at a luncheon scheduled at 12 
noon Saturday, also in the Magnolia room. 
They include: Margaret Perry, registrar; Lu 
Leake, assistant vice pres1aent for 
administration and planning as well as dean 
of summer school; Patricia Adams 
Johansson, associate dean of the College; 

Nancy Cotton, director of the master of arts 
in liberal studies program; Sandra Combs 
Boyette, vice president for public affairs; 
Susan Harden Barwick, chairwoman of the 
Department of Music; Mary DeShazer, 
coordinator of women's studies; Laura Ford, 
associate provost; Rhoda Channing, director 
of Z. Smith Reynolds library; and Dana 
Johnson, dean, School of Business and 
Accountancy. 

The Symposium will feature four 
sessions in which 24 women on the faculty, 
from both the Reynolda and the Hawthorne 
campuses, will present talks or papers on 
current research. There will be a range of 
topics of interest both to women and the 
general public (see inside for a complete 
schedule of research presentations). 

Other events scheduled for the 
weekend are a Women's Studies-sponsored 
reception at 5:30 Friday afternoon to be 
followed by dinner at which Penelope 
Niven (MA in English, 1962), author of a 
recent biography of Carl Sandburg and a 
forthcoming biography of James Earl Jones, 
will speak. Ms. Niven's title is "Women in 
the Shadows: or When a Woman Writes a 
Man's Life, What Does She Do About His 
Wife?" There will also be a program on 
Women in the Arts and a session Saturday 
afternoon entitled "Where Do We Go From 
Here? A Women's Agenda for the 1990s" in 
which representatives of the Association of 
Women Faculty and Administrators will 
discuss concerns of current and future 
importance to women at Wake Forest 
University. In addition, the library will 
have a special exhibit in connection with the 
Symposium. ( E. Phillips) 
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(Letter from Coordinator, continued) 
will take place from 11 A.M. - 12 noon in 
Tribble A-202, and all are invited. These 
women are on campus to participate in a 
colloquium entitled "The Glass Ceiling: 
Working Women and Upward Mobility," 
organized by Professor Stephen Hayford of 
the Babcock School of Management. This 
colloquium is part of the Business Colloquia 
Series on Leadership, Law and Values in 
American Business and is funded by a grant 
from the Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation. The colloquium will be held in 
Pugh Auditorium from 3-5 P.M. on February 
17 and is open to the public. 

On March 19 and 20, Women's Studies 
will co-sponsor with Reynolda House 
Museum of American Art a one-woman 
show entitled Vesuvius at Home: A Visit 
with Emily Dickinson, featuring Seattle 
actress Ruth McRee. Disenchanted with The 
Belle of Amherst, a play about Dickinson that 
she feels does not accurately portray 
Dickinson in all her complexity, McRee has 
written her own riveting account of this 
poet's accomplishments and verve. 
Performances will be held at Reynalda House 
at 8 P.M. on March 19 and 5 P.M. on March 
20. 

Members of the Humanities 321 
seminar, Gay and Lesbian Literature and 
Theory, have invited to campus on April 8 
Dr. Lynda Hart, assistant professor of English 
at the University of Pennsylvania and 
visiting professor in feminist theory and gay 
and lesbian studies this semester at New 
York University. Dr. Hart is the author of 
Sam Shepard's Metaphorical Stages 
(Greenwood Press, 1986), the editor of 
Making a Spectacle: Feminist Essays on 
Contemporary Women's Theatre 
(University of Michigan Press, 1989), and the 
author of numerous articles on feminism, 
drama, lesbian studies, and performance 
theory. Her book Fatal Women is 
forthcoming from Princeton University 
Press; her book Between the Body & the 
Flesh will be published in 1994 by Columbia 
University Press as part of its Between 
Men/Between Women series in gay and 

lesbian studies. Her 4 P.M. presentation, 
"Murder, Matrimony, & Sexual Difference," 
and the reception afterward are free and open 
to the public. 

The Women's Studies Steering 
Committee continues to work on setting our 
five-year programmatic goals, revising our 
curriculum, exploring opportunities for 
funding, and enhancing community and 
student outreach. I would like again to 
express my appreciation to the members of 
that committee for their many efforts. I also 
want to thank Bea Dierks, our administrative 
assistant, and Chris Stearns, research 
assistant, for their commitment to the 
program. That this collaborative work has 
paid off is evident in our high course 
enrollments this semester as well as in the 
record number of courses we are offering. 
Women's Studies is expanding, and we 
invite all of you who receive this newsletter 
to join us in our work as the educational arm 
of the women's movement. (M. DeShazer) 

Poetry Readings Offered by Writers 
Reading Series 

Poet Linda Gregg, author of Too Bright 
to See, Alma and The Sacraments of Desire, 
will read from her work on Thursday, 
February 18 at 8:00 P.M. in 102 Scales Fine 
Arts. Ms. Gregg's reading is jointly 
sponsored by the Department of English and 
the Writers Reading Series. Refreshments 
will be served after the reading. 

The Mary Arden Poetry Festival will 
take place on Friday and Saturday, April 23- 
24, 1993. Participating poets will be Michael 
Chitwood (Salt Works) and Deborah Pope 
(Fanatic Heart), Duke University professor of 
English and Women's Studies. Ms. Pope 
will read on Saturday afternoon, April 24. 
Watch for posters with information on times 
and places. (K. Daniels) 


