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A COPY OF THE JOURNAL BY REV. DAVID BARROW 

Written from Virginia to Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Back to Isle of Wight County, Virginia "MAY 5, 1795. Left Home about 3 o'clock 

in the P. m. for the ·vv estern Country, 
Rode to Bro. William Barlow's in the 

Isle of Wight, ab't 22 miles. (6) Preformed 
Divine worship in the morning; took b 'kf 't. Be 
ing accompanied by bro. Barlow, rode to Jack 
son Frazier's in Henrico County, a bro. near 
Richmond, Virginia. (7) After Divine Serv 
ices, and other neccesary refreshments, found 
myself much mortified by my horse being foun 
dered but after some consultation, exchanged 
him with bro. Frazier and rode on to Richmond. 
(8) Put up at bro. Elliott's. Bought a pair of 
saddle-bags, Li-4 S, also paid Mr. Thomas Nich 
olson a balance I owed him for a News Paper, of 
3/4 /2, and discontinued taking them longer. 
(8) Left Richmond ab't 7 o'clock and rode to 
our Mr. Fox's in Louisa County, and were hos 
pitably treated, for which I felt thankful. Trav 
eled 45 miles. (9) Set out very early this morn 
ing to the Round-About M'T'G house in the 
above named County. Met a goodly number of 
Ministers and other brethren. Bro. .Ier. Moore 
preached the introductory Sermon to the Com 
mittee, then prceeded to buisness, and harmony 
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seemed to run thro. the whole. I lodged at bro. 
Poindexter's with a number of others, 18 in all. 
(10) Sunday Morning, Repaired early to the 
M'T'G' house. I preached with brethren Moore 
and Semple, from I Cor. XII, 3. 'l{ e had a com 
fortable Meeting. Lodged again at bro. Poin 
dexter's. (11) \Ye entered early this morning 
on buisness and enjoyed much Peace. Brotherly 
Love appeared to run thro. the Whole. Rode 
that evening to Captain Bell's in Orange Coun 
ty, about 25 miles. (12th) Here I was to wait 
for Company, therefore appointed a meeting in 
the evening, and accordingly, preached to a small 
Congregation from Matt. V, 6. I find the Face 
of the country, even here, wears a different ap 
pearance to what it does with us. The land is 
very red, and here lie the South-W est moun 
tains, and the Blue-Ledge, perfectly in view. I 
lodged this evening at Captain Bell's, where I 
did last night. (13th) Rested at bro. Pretty 
man Merry's. Was treated very kindly. He 
gave me necessary bags for my journey and all 
gratis. (14th) Rode to Elder George Eve's. In 
the evening, met with my companions, which 
were the bro. Bartlett, Bennett, and bro. Thomas 
vV att of Madison County, making 15 miles. 
(15th) Went to Rapidem :Meeting-house and 
preached from I Cor. VI, 20. After meeting, 
went on our way, and put up at Mr. Ed. Graves 
and were kindly received. The land is very red 
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and tolerably rich, but very broken and Moun 
tainous. I traveled 7 miles this day. (16th) Af 
ter Divine \iV orship and breakfast, sat out for 
Red-Stone. This day we steered ab't a north 
course, close under the Blue-Ledge. Crossed 
several beautiful Rivers, which are waters of the 
Rappahannock. The lands are very good over 
a small river called the Robertson River. I 
observed that apple trees thrive very well in this 
soil, when they are properly managed. This day 
mountains appear in all directions. Put up at 
Mr. Jacob Hiccles, a Dutchman in Culpepper 
County. They were kind people. (Praise be to 
GOD for all his mercies.) Thus, I traveled this 
day, about 35 miles. (17th) Sunday Morning. 
\iV e seemed under the necessity of traveling this 
day without the privilege of being at a Meeting. 
I thought so often of GOD'S dear worshippers, 
and how glad I should be to be with them. This 
day we crossed the Blue-Ledge at Chester's Gap. 
I was exceedingly pleased with the Propect, and 
could but admire several curiosities that I saw. 
vV e went through a corner of Shennandoah 
County and crossed a beautiful River by that 
name, abounding with good land, and affording 
fine prospects, before which we went thro, a vil 
lage called Lebuse, then another called Newton, 
and the 3rd called Carnstown and so on to Win 
chester, the largest inland town I ever saw. 
These are surrounded with large tracts of rich 



60 A FEW EARLY FAMILIES IN AMERICA 

country, (fine) abounding with immense quanti 
ties of Limestone, and every necessity of Life. 
This is in the County called Frederick, inhabited 
by the most independent farmers that I ever saw. 
107 miles from Fredericksburge and 130 miles 
to Baltimore, Maryland. The inhabitants are 
mostly emigrants from the N crthward. They 
have few slaves, and consequently, are indus 
trious. The women think it no shame to attend 
to their household and kitchen affairs with their 
own hands, and the men, to their buisness. This 
part of Virginia promises future greatness and 
Independency. Upon the whole, I was greatly 
pleased with every prospect. The manners and 
morals of the people are agreeable in general. 
I also find several religious denominations, 
peaceably in these regions, such as the Baptist, 
P 'by 'ns, Lutherans, Quakers, and the C. We 
put up at Huffman's Tavern in the last men 
tioned town. Ab 't 33 miles I have gone this day. 
(18th) One of our company had some affairs to 
attend to in this place which detained us until ab't 
12 o'clock, at which time, we pursued our jour 
ney, and the wonders of GOD'S Creation con 
tinued to burst upon my sight: beautiful M'T'ns, 
verdant vales, crystal streams, wending their de 
lightful cicles in harmonious murmurs, every de 
tail delighted my every sense. This evening, we 
put up at one, Cap's tavern on the great Cape 
Capon, a beautiful River in HAMPSHIRE 
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COUNTY, (about 100 yards wide) Traveled this 
day, 25 miles. (19th) Cloudy and threatening, 
but we started early this morning, and had my 
admiration still kept up by new and pleasing 
scenes. Crossed several mountains this day, 
also the South-Branch of the Potomac, a beauti 
ful large River ab't 120 yards wide, abounding 
with excellent land. It rained this day, but no 
great deal. We put up at a small village called 
Frankford, at the widow Adam's. Traveled this 
day about 26 miles. (20th) It was still cloudy 
and misty this morning. We started early; rode 
on awhile and called at a Public-House and took 
Breakfast, Still pursued over mountain after 
mountain. Several light showers of rain fell up 
on us. Crossed the North Branch of the Poto 
mac at a place called Washington's Bottom, and 
this is most excellent land as ever I saw in all 
my travels. This is a fine bold River, ab't 100 
yards wide, capable of bearing Boats of consid 
erable burden, and so is the South-Branch, which 
said River is the Line between Virginia and 
Maryland, which lead us into a County called 
Allegheny, Ab 't 10 o'clock, we reached the Foot 
of the Great Allegheny. Ascended the Steep 
with astonishment. Showers frequently moist 
ened us. The land on the Amazing Ridge is very 
strong, in many places heavyly timbered with 
Chestnut and Oak, with a good deal of White 
Pine, and what they call Spruce, much resembl- 
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ing Juniper. I find some places very rocky. 
We passed several places called the Shades-of 
Death, made by a luxuriant growth of tall trees 
in deep vailes, I took notice that vegetation on 
this Mountain was not more forward at this time 
than with us, the 1st of April. I saw snow-birds 
here which satisfied an old inquiry with me: vix, 
where these creatures could go in Summer. 
When we ascended the main back-bone of this 
Monster, I was surprised to see the water issue 
from the top thereof, and on the very ridge, ap 
pear so much like Purcoson. Here the Water 
in a few yards, parted; some went to the East 
ern, and some to the Western Rivers, This eve 
ning, we put up at a Mr. Israel's. Traveled 32 
miles. (21st) Thursday Morning. (A heavy 
air) \Ve set out early. Heavy showers suc 
ceeded each, all this day. It was disagreeable 
up and down and amazing Steep, we had to cross. 
Here lives one Tumblestone on the head-waters 
of the Yohongalia River. The Y ohongalia, a 
wester bold River ab 't 100 yards wide. Here we 
had to swim our horses by a canoe. Ab 't here, 
we entered the state of Pa., Fayette County, but 
rode on in the rain until late in the P. J\I., when 
we put up at Mr. Hall's tavern, about 19 miles, 
we rode this day. (22nd) Friday Morning. Still 
very heavy. Took breakfast, then set out. Fre 
quent heavy showers of rain watered the Moun 
tain. It was disagreeable traveling on account 
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of the slipper hills, pointed rocks, and rapid tor 
rents, which impeded our progress, but we still 
pursued. I saw several wagons with families of 
women and children jolting over the ragged 
rocks, and passing through those muddy vales, 
sometimes walking and at other times in the 
rocking wagons, in a very dirtv situation. Ab 't 
2 o'clock in the P. ~I., we reached the most west 
ern verge of this august pyramid of Nature. De 
scended it from the top of an eminence called 
Laurel-Hill, from the height of which a most de 
lightful prospect opened to the view, of an ex 
tensive fertile country to the westward, as far 
as the eye could glance, appearing as a delightful 
plain, agreeably checked with rich farms and 
verdant meadows, giving food to countless num 
bers of grazing animals of different kinds. The 
cattle with their udders distended with milk: the 
largest and finest I ever saw in all my travels. 
In a word, this prevails all thro, the mountain. 
They abound in the best meadows, I ever had a 
conception of. The soil and the climate being 
admirably well adapted to grass. The inhabi 
tants abound in plenty, each one following his 
honest and profitable occupation entirely ex 
empt from the horrible CURSE of NEGRO 
SLAVERY, that so much degrades the human 
race, and fraught with evils of almost every de 
scription, whether political, natural, or moral, 
absolutely inconsistent with very idea of Repub- 
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licianism, as well as humanity, and Christianity. 
At about 3 o'clock, we reached a thriving vil 
lage called BESONTO"\~TN, alias UNION 
TOWN. Here we dined at a public-house, but 
while at dinner, were interrupted by a rakish 
drunken fellow, who came staggering into our 
room and being desired to withdraw by our lady, 
(her husband being absent) raised a most horrid 
riot and wounded our ears with oaths and impri 
cations, so that I find some of the black-cast are 
to be found everywhere. After this, we rode to 
Red-Stone in the County of Fayette, where we 
were to take the Water, and put up at Mr. Kin 
near's. I traveled 35 miles today. (23rd) Hav 
ing passed the Appalachian Mountains and come 
to the above mention station, the rain ceased, 
tho, I found by travelers who followed, that it 
continued on the Mountain, and indeed after we 
left it, it hovered around it, and seemed to issue 
out of it, which, I think taught me a piece of 
Philosophy, I had not so good an idea of, before. 
This day we continued at Red-Stone, old Fort, 
a little village on the Monongalia River, the most 
Southernly-Branch of the Ohio, with the afore 
said Kinnear, our Host. We had agreed with 
a certain Ur. i;rv est, who had a Cargo of Euro 
pean goods to take to Kentucky, with whom we 
were to go down, but He could not get ready un 
til Sunday." " (24th) Sunday Morning. 
Ab't 11 o'clock, all things being in order, we let 
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loose for Limestone in Kentucky, having on 
board 7 grown males, 3 white women, 2 black 
Do., 3 white children, 2 black Do., 6 horses, 1 cow, 
1 dog, a fiest, and a puppy, was all our live 
stock; born by a bold current, we went with rap 
idity. (25th) Found ourselves at day-light near 
Fort Pitt, still in the State of Pa., the County 
of Allegheny on the East, and Washington 
County on the West.'' ''We had 12 or 15 
miles above this, before the water falls into the 
River Y ohongelia coming in upon the right at 
the above mentioned place. vig: Fort Pitt, we 
fell in with the fameous Alleghenia River, com 
ing in still on the right; which forms 3 branches 
of the celebrated Ohio Or Fair River."--- 
"(26th) Tuesday Morning. At daybreak, found 
ourselves a little above WHEELING, at which 
place we arrived at 6 o'clock in the morning, 
where we landed our provisions and providenti 
ally fell in with Dr. David Jones, on his way to 
headquarters, where we "took aboard".--- 
" This evening about 12 o'clock came a severe 
thundergust. Here our crew were all of a sud 
den called out of sleep. All hands were at what 
they called "do" in the midst of horror and 
darkness; but to the praises of the good LORD, 
be it attributed, ALL WERE PRESERVED. 
(27) This morning at half after 8 o'clock, we 
came to a little town on the North-side, called 
Marietta at the mouth of a bold River coming 
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in on the same side called MUSKINGUM. 
(from \YHEELING ab't 64 miles)."-- 
"This was a tiresome night with us, for we all 
were in an uncultivated wild." "The 
River was very high, the current strong, and 
part of the night attended with a thick fog, 
which subjected us to frequent alarm for fear 
of being dashed on islands, or against trees ete., 
on one shore or the other.'' ''About mid 
night we passed the mouth of Big-Sandy, a large 
f'ino River, coming in on this side. This is the 
line between Virginia and Kentucky.''--- 
"It bounds with multitudes of excellent fish of 
various kinds. Here is an abundance of fine 
Perch, verv large, and every P. M. and night, 
they are to be heard, in great numbers, making 
a curious noise nearly like the mew or singing 
of a cat" " (30th) Saturday Morning. 
\Yhen daylight smiled again, we found ourselves 
with in ab 't 6 miles of Limestone, and at half an 
hour after 6 o'clock A. T\L, we landed at Lime 
stone. much fatigued and exhausted for the want 
of sleep and fresh provisions." " (31st) 
Snnday Xl orning, I found myself revived. The 
meeting being appointed at 10 o'clock in the 
A. :JL I preached from PS., 8, 9-15. We dined 
with a brother, after which we pursued our jour 
ney toward Lexington, past the Blue-Lick, where 
thev made salt. This is on the main branch of a ~ 
River called Licking. Here I saw 3 of the larg- 
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est teeth I ever saw in my life: 2 tusks and a 
grinder. They were dug out of the Earth in the 
open. They appeared to me to have belonged to 
a grazing animal, and I suppose without a doubt, 
it must have been an Elephant. \iVe traveled 
until ab't 8 o'clock in the evening, when we put 
up at a Public House. I was indesposed from 
much violent cold that I had taken by being in 
the rain that fell on us as we passed the Moun 
tains, also our exposed situation on the water. 
From ~la:v's Station, ab',t 18 miles. JUNE 1, 
1795. Xlonday Morning. I still felt poorly, but 
we sat off early. Passed through a thriving 
town BOURBON, Bourbon County, here bro. 
Bennett's buisness called him another way, so 
he took leave of us. This evening we reached 
bro. \l\T att 't in Fayette County. (from our last 
station, 28 miles). 2nd. Tuesday Morning. This 
morning after breakfast, sat· off for MY 
BROTHER'S. Passed Lexington, a populous 
town in Fayette County, on the waters of the 
Elkhorn. Just beyond which I unfortunately 
took a wrong road. \i'\T as now alone, for bro. 
Watts had gone to his Father's. I was much 
bothered with paths and by-ways, but saw an 
abuandance of good land. This evening I got 
to bro. J as. Dupree 's in \Y oodford County, 
after rambling, I suppose 20 miles, when in 
realitv, I imagine it was not over 12 or 15 miles. 
(3rd) Wednesday. After tak'g some refresh- 
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ments, I sat out for MY BROTHER'S, whom I 
found lived on the South-side of the Kentucky 
River in Mercer County. Ab't 2 o'clock in the 
P. M., I reached there and found all in good 
health. We had an affectionate meeting, and in 
consideration of GOD'S preserving goodness to 
us all since the time we had seen one another 
last, which had been a number of years, raised, 
I hope some gratitude in me, to our HEAVEN 
L Y PARENT, who had been so kind to us. My 
bro. JOHN had 10 children, to wit: Elizabeth, 
David, Polly, Amy, Jas., William, John, Nancy, 
Herman, and Peter, who was born while I was 
out. Continued poorly. Had a bad cough of the 
Cold that I had taken. As both of my brothers 
live together, I rested myself there. In the eve 
ning, I walked over to one J abaz Jones, who 
married a cousin of our, the grand-daughter of 
my Aunt READ. (5th) Rested at my BROTH 
ER'S. (6th) Saturday Morning. Come to a 
determination to set out next week. I want to 
go over Nort-West of the Ohio River, to be at 
the TREATY, if possible, between our people 
and the INDIANS. Was to have a beast of my 
bro. John's. Got it shod etc. (7th) Sunday 
Morning. Went with my Brother WILLIAM 
to BUCK-RUN MEETING-House in Wood 
ford County." "My Brother's buisness 
obliged to return from here. He was to meet 
me the 10th instant at GEORGETOWN."-- 
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--"Monday Morning. Lodged at bro. Du 
pree 's. Rode in company with bro. Dupree, to 
Fayette Court, Lexington. Saw a large con 
course of people. (13th) Thursday Evening. 
Went home with Elder Elijah Craig."--- 
'' I visited his paper manufactory. He had been 
a great blessing to this Country, for he had a 
paper-mill, a distillery, merchant-mill, a tavern 
and a store. Bought a pair of stockings 10/s. 
When I came to examine this morning, my horse 
had eloped, which gave me uneasiness because 
the horse belonged to my bro., John. We hunted 
about but could not find him. About 12 o'clock, 
my bro. WILLIAM, came to me. Now, we were 
all at a loss. But I was taught to exercise faith 
in the promise that all things work together for 
good etc. However we determined that I should 
stay at this place while he hunted the horse. 
(11th) Still at Elder Craig at GEORGETOWN. 
I found he and his woman very kind. The 
LORD, I pray, to reward their Hospitality. 
About 12 o'clock, a certain Benjamine Graves 
took my horse to me unexpectedly, for which I 
had to give a/s" "(12th) Friday. Still 
at the same station. Much afflicted with cold 
and cough." " (13th) Saturday Morn 
ing. Still at the same place. 1\Iy bro. had not 
come, yet. But, thank GOD, I felt a resignation 
to the DIVINE \VILL .. Ab't 12 o'clock .my 
anxiety was put an end to, by the appearance of 
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my bro. The weather was showery, and the 
roads verv muddy. A respectable gentleman by 
the name of Withers from County, 
in this state, on his way to Greenville, the place 
where the treaty was to be held, yesterday, fell 
in at this place and waited for our Company. At 
ab't 3 :30, we sat out. (14th) Being now in an 
uninhabited part (Sunday) and provisions not 
to be had for Man or Beast, we were forced to 
travel, and this day passed thro. vast bodies of 
land of an ordinary quality.'' '' (15th) 
Monday. Heavy rain this day. I felt much re 
vived." "We pursued our journev to 
ward the North-West Territory. Ab't 12 
o'clock, we reached the beautiful circling stream, 
the Ohio, just below the mouth of the Licking. 
This is Campbell County. W e crossed over to 
Cincinnati. This is a thriving town on the North 
bank of the Ohio River. ''----'' -v;r e fed our 
horses and refreshed ourselves, then we visited 
the GARRISON of the U. S., and my bro. intro 
duced me to a clever young man of his acquaint 
ance bv the name of Jos. Bommer, who heated 
us kindly. "----"Mr. Stites took us to his 
father's that evening." "From Cincin 
nati, it is 5 miles. The town stands just below 
the mouth of the little Miami." "This 
day we went up the Ohio, to the mouth of the lit 
tle Miami, for the town of Columbia stands just 
below the mouth of this river." "(16) 
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Tuesday. Columbia." ·" (17) -,N ednes 
day. Columbia. 'I'his day at 2 o'clock in the 
P. M..., I visited Elder John Smith's, ab 't one 
mile from this place. Found him an exceed 
ingly respectable bro. He treated me verv kind 
ly. My bro. went with .;\Iajor Stites and his son 
to Cincinnati with a load of corn. Here I was 
introduced to that worthy old servant of God, 
Elder Ebenezer Ward, now in his 87th year of 
his age, who has been in the Ministrv for 50 
years.''----" (18) Thursday. Elder Smith. 
I was called upon to write Elder ·v\T ard 's last 
Will and Testament. I felt happy to oblige the 
old Saint. This business took up the greater 
part of the day, but after it was done, he seemed 
much composed." "(19th) F'ridav. Still 
poorly. Much rain fell today. My bro. came 
from Cincinnati." "(20) Saturdav. I 
was still poorly in my bowels. ViT ent this dav to 
Columbia to Major Stites. Tarried all night." 
----"(21st) Sunday. Sat out for Green 
Yille at half after 3 o'clock." "(22nd) 
.'.\londa_v, after breakfast, we pursued our jour 
ney, our two selves alone, along a bad road. to 
Fort Hamilton, on the East Bank of the Great 
Miami. From Tucker's, it was ab 't 12 miles. 
At 2 o'clock, sat out from there, crossed the 
River, and came into a part altogether unhahitcd 
by the "ViThites," to St. Clair's Do., which is 
from the former, 25 miles. We overtook and 
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met a number of wagons going to and from 
Quarters, which in some measure seemed to free 
our minds from Fear, for several outrages had 
been committed on the road not long since." 
----"A pack-horse master was also badly 
wounded by the Indians, and some others killed 
on the Ohio, lately, with a/c/ of horses being 
stolen, as was supposed, by straggling Indians, 
unfriendly to the Treaty." "In a short 
time we came to a 5-mile Spring, where some of 
our Hunters had encamped, and growing hun 
gry, we asked them for something to eat"-- 
____ ,' I cannot say I was afraid, but I must 
confess I felt what is commonly termed "skit 
tish" "(23rd) Tuesday Morning. In 
the Woods. Left camp about Sunrise, and 3 men 
joined us by the names of John Duncan, Mit 
chell, and Terrill. "\Ve now felt much more cour 
ageous, but to my mortification, I found the 
worst road I ever traveled." "However 
we did, with much ado make headway. We had 
to stop and graze our horses several times in the 
day. This evening, a little before Sunset, we 
arrived at Fort Jefferson, at which we stopped. 
(24th) Wednesday. We hunted our horses early 
this morning, and pressed on for Greenville, 
head-quarters." '' When we came, they 
were on grand-parade. Here I again met Dr. 
Jones, who insisted that I was lost, and indeed I 
felt a good deal like it was so, for being now 
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ab 't 900 miles from home, in a strange place and 
not very well in health, seemed discouraging in 
deed.'' ''Here I was introduced to a 
number of Indian-Chief, here also my astonish 
ment was excited, and my curiosity pleased, to 
the highest degree." "Here I saw hu 
man-nature without disguise, unassisted by the 
ARTS." "Our predecessors, the In 
dians, are by our shackling Christians and their 
brethren, the Priests, looked upon as Heathen, 
and hardly the same Species, and therefore are 
not entitled even to human justice. All of this 
is pretended to be proved from the BIBLE, and 
when it will answer selfish or sinister views, it 
is a FINE BOOK, but take it altogether, it is a 
Priest-Craft, it is nonsense, it must be explained. 
But I dare say, when matters are nicely scanned, 
that these very Feathers possessed as good prin 
ciples and exhibit in their general conduct as 
much honesty and humanity, as those very good 
brethren, and so forth, who deride them. It is 
true, they wear no breeches, nor petticoats, 
waistcoats, hats, gowns, shoes, or stockings, and 
pluck up their beard by the roots, as it first ap 
peared .and live in darkened Cells or Huts and 
subsist on peas, beans, potatoes, tosimanonat, 
and venison. '' ''Their paint, beads, 
feathers, tassels, medals, bandages for their 
arms, legs and etc. are not more extraordinary 
than is practiced by our Nymphs and Popes, in 
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this most enlightened and Christian age. If I 
am not mistaken, they are very kind to a stran 
ger, and such a crime as "rape," has hardly been 
known among them or has ever been cornmi tted 
on any of their female captives, who have been 
taken by them. As to profane Swearing, I am 
informed, they have no language in which, they 
can express it only as they learn it of the Whites. 
The:' are generally punctual to their word. In 
dissoluble in friendship since they follow un 
biased nature in their manners. Their language 
appears to me easy and expressive. ''--- 
''But who provoked them to these acts of cruel 
tv j " "Do they part man and wife and 
sell one to one tribe and the other to another f 
Do they whip some of their prisoners Ye17 i:;:e 
verely and put others to cruel deaths f It must 
be answered. It is an unhappy case, that the 
white Christ 'ns have provoked them to, or 
learned them most of these things. ''---- 
''They evidentlv are our predecessors and un 
doubtedlv are our equal and consequently are 
naturally entitled to our respects, protection, 
and assistance. \Ye gladly admit emigrants 
from abroad, who are no better bv nature, or 
practice, than they; and in some instances ha Ye 
expended sums of money on them. \Yh:r not ex 
pend a little monev in settling English schools 
among them and send and encourage artifices of 
different kinds to settle in their bounderies ~ 
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This and such like procedure, would answer a 
better purpose toward reforming and naturaliz 
ing them, than sending 20,000 wagon loads of 
Missionaries." ''And the Kentuckians, 
generally speaking, were violently opposed to a 
Treaty to take place between them.''--- 
''I THINK .JIAN IS MAN I:N EVERY CLIME, 
IN \i\THATSOEVER DRESS OR WHATSO 
EVER COLOR, OR CIRCUMSTANCE, AND 
THAT ALL ARE ALIKE GOOD, SUSCEP 
TABLE OP KNO\i\TLEDGE, AND EQUAL 
BY NATURE, AND ARE ALIKE JUSTLY 
ENTITLED TO EQUAL LIBERTY AND 
COMMON JUSTICE." "I saw at the 
Treaty, the Delawares, alias Linappries, Poto 
watomys, Miamis, alias 'I'awways, Chippeways, 
Shaweways, and Wyandots were not come in. 
There were present, 700. '' ''One to whom 
I was introduced, was said to be 110 years old 
and appeared hale and hearty." ''I was 
surprised at the subjection and modesty of their 
women. Time at present forbides a longer de 
tail, which I intend to enlarge when opportunity 
affords by way of notes.''----" (27th) Sat 
urday. The road much better than the ones we 
came in on. This evening we reached Tucker's 
Station, and we supposed we traveled this day 
ab't 30 miles." "(28th) Sunday. Af 
ter m't'g, we dined at Captain White's after 
which we rode to Columbia and put up at Major 
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Stites, and called at bro. Smith's." "In 
the evening, we rode to Cincinnati and put up at 
Mr. Cochran's." "(30th) Tuesday Morn 
ing. Cincinnati. We had come to a determina 
tion to go from here, down the Ohio by Water, 
to the Falls and having procured a passage in 
a boat with Mr. Hite, and sundry other gentle 
men, vig : Col. Pryor, of Rd., Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Heath, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Bobb and Col. 's wait 
ing-man and our 2 selves, with 3 horses on board, 
ab't 9 o'clock we let loose, but was much im 
peded in our progress by a strong South-West 
Wind."----"Ab't 8 o'clock A. M., we pass 
ed the mouth of the Gunpowder Creek coming 
in on the Kentucky side; a bold Creek below the 
mouth of the Big-Miami. Ab't 9 o'clock, 4 of 
our company went out with rifles, and between 
11 and 12 o'clock they came in with 2 fine 
Fawns, of a part of which, we had a most savory 
and elegant dinner, rendered still more agree 
able by plenty of Punch. After which some of 
our company took our Canoes and went to the 
Shore and brought in a quantity of fine grass 
for our horses.'' ''The Col. was so aff'i 
able a Man, that he cursed and swore in common 
conversation as profanely and as commonly as 
ever I heard any one in all my acquaintances. 
May I believe, he does not know when he does 
it. I thought what a pity it was, that a gentle 
man should be reduced to such an unhappy habit. 



REV. DAVID BARROW'S JOURNAL 77 

Again we had for dinner, Venison with plenty 
of punch. Ab't one half after 11 o'clock we 
came to shore immediately below the mouth of 
a Creek called Bear-Grass, against a pretty well 
situated town of Kentucky, called Louisville, ly 
ing opposite the Falls, surrounded with a most 
fertile Country. On the opposite shore, over 
ag 't the before mentioned town, stands a fortifi 
cation called Stueben, just below, on the same 
side stands another town known by the name of 
Clarksville. \71/ erode thro. what is called Bear 
Grass settlement, most excellent land, to Mr. 
Benjamine Hite 's, a gentleman we came in with 
from Greenville. He lives from the Falls, 12 
miles, who treated us extremely kind. (4th) 
Saturday. Ab't 8 o'clock, we left Mr. Rite's, 
and set out for the County of Jefferson, (my bro. 
lives there.) Louisville is also in this County." 
----"Our land-lady proved very contrary, 
her husband not being present, and she was a 
woman of ''Pleasure,'' tho., I suppose, she was 
turned 40, said that she could not afford to sac 
rifice the pleasures of the day for anyone or any 
thing, not even for money itself.''---- 
"(6th) Mercer County. At my brother's all day. 
(7th) Tuesday Morning. I felt revived."-- 
"This is Woodford Court day. I had a meeting 
at my brother's house. By 12 o'clock there gath 
ered a congregation of ab 't 150 people. Being 
extremely ill of cholic, I made use of several 
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means of relief, but the pain increased. .At 
length made use of a Tea made of Butterfly 
Root." ".Ab 't 2 o'clock, I found relief. 
I went home with Elder George Smith, this eve 
ning for ab 't 9 miles. He is a bro. to Elder 
Smith of Prohatan. Here I went into a cave, 
that is in Elder Smith's yard. It is 16 or 18 
feet below the surface. The mouth is small. The 
interior part is large, walled up and topped with 
Limestone-rock, ab 't 40 yards in length. There 
is a very cool, fresh, sweet brook passing thro. 
it. We went by the light of a candle. The air 
was very cool.''----''There was water issue 
ing from the inside in a very slow manner, and 
it congealed into a kind of a stone, in the form 
of icicles. .At my return, from the Subterranean 
excersion, Helt as tho. I had entered a stove. '' 
----''.As I am now leaving the State of Ken 
tucky, and the uninhabited parts thereof, I think 
it a most suitable place to drop in my remarks 
concerning this celebrated SPOT of Creation . 
.As to the Soil, I think, that the Great Creator 
endowed it with every rich property, in the 
greatest proportion that is to be found in the 
Whole U. S . .A. The growth of these parts is 
Black-walnut in great abundance, vastly large 
and tall; sugar trees, Honey-Locust, Black-Lo 
cust, Lynn, Hackberry, White-Walnut, Wild 
Cherry, Coffee-nut trees, the Buck-eye, with a 
mixture of other too tedious to mention.''--- 
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''Abundance of Beech, .. White- and Red-Oak, the 
largest and finest I ever saw, Poplar in great 
abundance, without a doubt as large and fine as 
ever grew in the Universe. Shrubs of various 
kinds: \¥ild-Spices, Paw-paws, Red-Buds, 
Prickly, Ash, and Elder etc." "The 
Graves or Mounds that are to be seen in this part 
of the country, excited astonishment. Some are 
large in circumference and raised many feet 
above the common surface of the earth. It ap 
pears, I am told, by the arrangement of the bones 
that the dead are buried standing, tier above 
tier. It farther appears from the remaining 
fortifications or Forts, that are to be seen, that 
this part of the world was once inhabited by a 
people acquainted with the ARTS . . . For it 
seems that the present race of individuals can 
not account for these things being done by their 
ancestors. And indeed, it is unlikely it should, 
seeing there is no remaining trace of the liberal 
ARTS among them at this day. Then the ques 
tion is, by whom, or by what people could it be 
done s " '' Whether these things were 
done before "the universal deluge," or whether 
a persecuted or an? oppressed party many vears 
or ages ago, to get out of the grasp of some Lord 
ly Tyrant, from some part of Asia or Europe, 
put out to Sea, and at length, found the month 
of the Mississippi and ascended the current to 
this place and here settled and perished by fam- 
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ine or pestilence, or what is the more natural, 
were in time totally cut off by the Savages, or 
whether the Spaniards, some ages past, in search 
of mines, taken army to defend them, emigrated 
to these parts and so built fortifications etc., and 
finding things not to their expectations, re 
turned, after some years, is what is yet is to us 
unknown.'' ''A company met to kill 
squirrels in Madison County, on the plantation 
of Archer Wood's, sometime ab 't the last of May 
or the 1st of June, and in 2 days, killed 5,589 
squirrels." "(31st) Friday Morning. I 
entered the Wilderness. vVe proceeded, leaving 
the waters of Dick's River and came on the 
Waters of Rock-Castle. The road began to be 
bad.'' ''The River empties into the Cum- 
berland." "This day we crossed a num- 
ber of Waters of the Cumberland, taking them 
in rotation from the Crabb Orchard, are as fol 
lows: Dick's river, Skegg's Creek, Rock-Castle, 
Hazel-Patch, Racoon-Creek, Laurel River, Rac 
oon-Spring, Lincamp Creek, Richland Creek, 
Stinky Creek, Flat Lick, Cumberland River, 
Charles, Yellow Creek, Powell's Creek, Russell's 
Creek, Sycamore Creek, Clinch Creek, Indian 
Creek, and others. This brought us out on 
this side of Clinch Mountain; then German 
Creek, Poor-valley Creek, Caney Creek, and 
Big-Creek, all are waters of Holston, which is 
the Tenn. River" "(1st) August, 1795. 
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Started very early. Road desperate.''--- 
"In the evening, reached Daniel's, on the Cum 
berland River. (2nd) Sunday Morning. Had 
to swim our horses at a good risk. At length, 
got over safely. Crossed Yell ow Creek. Came 
to Davis's." "We still pursued our route 
across the mountain which led us through a 
small corner of Virginia, into Lee's County in 
Powell's valley, thence into the ceded territory, 
Hawkins County. In the evening, crossed Pow 
ell's river in a boat. (Cumberland River and 
Tenn. River are both waters of the Ohio.) (3rd) 
Monday Morning. Crossed the Clinch River in 
a boat. This brought us into a thickly inhabited 
country, Knoxville, a town in this territory, and 
lies ab 't 40 miles South west of this place. (4th) 
Tuesday Morning. Elder Rhees and myself took 
breakfast and pursued our journey up the Hol 
sten River" "Ab't one half after 10 
o'clock came to Hawkins County Court House. 
This is a little town called Rogersville, Carter's' 
Valley, northside of the Holston. This P. M., 
I parted with all my company and rode to Jacob 
Turney's. Ab't 8 o'clock I met Jno. Gilliam, 
my wife's bro. (5th) Wednesday. Spent today 
at his House to rest myself and horse. (6th) 
Thursday Morning." ''Bro. Gilliam ac 
companied me a few miles and then we parted. 
(7th) Friday. Crossed the North fork of the 
Holston, near the Ross Iron Works." "I 
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rode and put up at Mr. Lewis Pitt's., Washing 
ton County, Va." "(8th) Saturday 
Morning. Rode to Abingdon, V\T ashington 
County Court House." "(9th) Sunday. 
Hot and threatening more rain.''--- 
''Shortly after I crossed the middle fork of the 
Holston. Shortly after I crossed the South 
fork." "I continued still to pursue to 
ward the head thereof. The way leads to Flour 
Gap. I reached, this evening, the celebrated 
Blue-Spring. ''---"Blue-Spring makes Crip 
ple Creek. I put up at Mr. Lassley's, Wythe 
County" " (10th) Monday Morning. 
Put out early. Come to and passed the Iron 
Mountain, a most lofty ridge. This led me into 
Grayson County." "Got this evening to 
Jones's Ford on the New River." "(11th) 
Tuesday. Rode on a while; stopped to get a 
mouthful of b'kf't., and met a kind old man and 
\7\f oman. His name was Evan Lewis. They 
were Quakers. I ate a variety bread, milk, and 
butter, which had been my main support since I 
came through the wilderness. I offered to pay 
them, but they would receive nothing. I take 
notice that these people will be kind, find them 
where one will. Ab't 10 o'clock, I reached Flour 
Gap, from whence I had a delightfull prospect. 
I descended the Steep, which is ab 't one mile and 
a half from the ut'most verge to the foot of the 
Xlountain. This led me through a corner of Pat- 
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rick County, Va. Here some of the head-waters 
of the Yadkin gush from the roots of this Moun 
tain. From Jones 's Ford, 15 miles. (to the 
Gap). In a few minutes, I entered North Caro 
lina, Surry County. Stopped to feed at Francis 
MacGraw's, on this side of the Gap. 10 miles. 
Traveled afterwards to Mr. Drury Magee 's. 
Found him and his wife very clever. Heavy 
showers this P. M. (12) Wednesday. Still 
cloudy and rainy. After a little refreshment, 
set out. Rode to MY BROTHER DANIEL'S 
on TORN'S CREEK, but He was gone to Surry 
Court. I went to Elder John Stone's and tar 
ried all day. Had much rain this P. M. (13th) 
Thursday Morning. Still at Elder Stone's. 
Cloudy and very like for more rain. 'lV ent to 
my BROTHER'S ab 't the middle of the day. 
He had not returned. Ab't 10 o'clock it began 
to rain. The wind turned to the NORTH 
EAST. A FLOOD insued. The Creeks and 
Rivers overflowed their banks. (14th) Friday. 
Some appearance of Fair Weather, but I am as 
yet, water-bound. Ab't 4 o'clock. :::V[y bro 's 
children are: William, John, Hiram, Elizabeth, 
Nancy, and Mehallah. My bro. came home," 
---" Ab't 9 o'clock, left my bro., a distance 
of ab't 8 or 9 miles. The Wind had become much 
more severe than it was at my bro. 's. Ab 't 11 
or 12 o'clock it faired away. (15th) Saturday. 
I passed through Stokes County, N Carolina, at 
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the setting of the Sun. I felt much revived in 
body and mind for I seemed as though I had got 
ten into my own neighborhood. Rode this day 
35 miles. I reached my bro. MOSES."-- 
"I sent word to MY FATHER that I was come 
to my bro. 's. He came early to see me. We went 
to the Meeting-House. This evening, I went to 
MY l!'ATHER'S. I had a most affectionate 
meeting with my Father, brother, and I. Rode 
this day 9 miles. (17th) Monday. I went to and 
lodged at MY Bro. AARON, who lives hard-by 
my Father's. (18th) Tuesday. Came to my 
Father's in the morning. In the P. M. in com 
pany with him and bro. Aaron, went to my Sis 
ter Forgerson's. My brother-in-law was not at 
home. Tarried· all night. (19th) Wednesday." 
---''Names of my sister's children are: 
Mary, Martha, Rebecca, William, David, Na 
than, John, Elizabeth, Jos., Benjamine, Han 
nah, and Moses. (20th) Thursday. In the 
P. M., I visited my Aunt Clark. She had not 
walked a step in 11 years. She has been almost 
frantic with pain the whole time, and the rheu 
matic pains still prevail. It appears that every 
joint in her whole frame is out of place. She is 
really an object of admiration, as well as pity. 
Rode this day 8 miles. (21st) Friday. (22nd) 
Saturday. Sultry and like for rain. At Fath 
er's" "Went and tarried at bro. Aaron's. 
(24th) Monday Morning. Ab't 8 o'clock, the 
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weather bids fair and very hot, I took leave of 
my brothers and Sisters, all of them who live in 
these regions being present, for Home.''--- 
"we traveled and quartered at Mr. .Ias, Yancy's 
in Caswell County." "9 o'clock at Mr. 
Patton Woods in Grainville County. 49 miles." 
----"Reached Moseley's-Ferry on the Ro 
anoke, awhile before Sunset. We crossed and 
awhile afterwards I left for my County.''-- 
"(26th) Wednesday. I quartered this evening 
at bro. Daniel Huff's, in Brunswick County, Va. 
Traveling, this day, 40 miles. (27th) Thurs 
day." I went to my old Uncle Read's, and found 
him and his wife in a very low state of health." 
---"(28th) Friday. Weather as above. 
After refreshments, sat out for the Association 
in Sussex County, Va. This evening, I quartered 
with Mr. Paul Hardwood's in Sussex. (29th) 
This evening, I went to Sister Gilliam's. This 
day I wrote to my Father and bros. in Ken 
tucky. (1st) September 1795, Tuesday. Reached 
HOME ab't 5 o'clock. Found all well. I know 
not what I can render to GOD for his GOOD 
NESS to me, a poor dust of the Earth, who has 
been absent from his Family 4 mounth, lacking 
4 days." "I rode today, 28 miles." 

FINIS, 
DAVID BARROW." 


