
THE STORY OF PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, 
and forever." Hebrews 13:8 

Chapter 1 

YESTERDAY 
(1888-1950) 

1800's 

It is believed that many years ago long 

before our land was as it is today 

pioneers came, or even the Indians 

before the 

that God was 

already preparing a very special spot where 

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church would one day stand. 

Acorns scattered by the squirrels were taking root 

and starting to grow. Slender fingers of new green 
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moss were stretching across the dark mounds of soil 

molding them into gentle slopes. And a thin stream 

of water that would give birth to a spring in the 

valley below was beginning to creep upward through 

the earth. 

Then in 1888, when the time was right ••• when 

the tall oaks sheltered a soft sage carpet, and 

the cool water had carved its way through the 

valley God caused a group of people to come 

together. 

One night as W. B. McEntire and John Cook sat 

with their families around the fireplace, the talk 

somehow turned to a new church for their community. 

And a few days later, when Will Bland and his 

friends, W. T. Morgan and M. K. Lynch, were 

chatting while waiting for the blacksmith to finish 

some work, the idea emerged again. And so it was 

as friend talked to friend,and neighbor to neighbor, 

that the idea grew and spread. Excited by the 

possibility, s. L. Spangler, B. B. Harris, and H. 

D. Harrill and their families joined the group in 

their dream. And within a few months, they were 

all looking for the ideal setting for this 

church that was going to unite them as believers as 

well as friends and neighbors. 

They visited many locations, but it wasn't 

until the afternoon that w. B. McEntire took them 
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on a walk across his property that they found the 

perfect place ••• beneath a huge oak in a lovely 

grove of trees ••. the backdrop that God had been 

preparing for centuries. And they knew at that 

moment that they had found not only the grounds for 

their church but the name ••• Pleasant Grove. 

Pleased that his land would be used for 

such a worthwhile purpose, Mr. McEntire donated the 

area to the church. And Mr. M. K. Lynch,who owned 

the adjoining propertY, also gave additional land so 

the church would have enough for future expansion 

in the years to come. 

The church was organized on November 23, 1889, 

and admitted to the Green River Association the 

same year. 

Charter Members were: w. B. McEntire 
John Cook 
Will Bland 
w. T. Morgan 
M. K. Lynch 
S. L. Spangler 
J. L. Elliott 
H. D. Houser 

From the very first service, the people could 

feel that closeness, that unity for which they'd 

been searching. Once a month, they would all meet 

on the property and hold services out under the oak 

tree seated on curved seats carved from hewed cross 

ties. And after the services, while the children 

played tap and the young people flirted, the men 

would plan the church building. Reverend B. B. 
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Harris led in these open air services while the 

church was being planned and built. And it wasn't 

long until the men had gathered enough materials 

for w. H. McEntire to begin hauling the lumber 

with his horse and wagon. While the rest of the 

men hammered and sawed and carefully put together 

the building they hoped would someday serve as a 

House of worship for their great-grandchildren, 

John Cook Flora Cook 

John Cook spent many hours making hand-pegged pews 

for the sanctuary. His daughter, Flora, was his 

constant companion during the project, holding the 

lumber, bringing him a drink of water, trying to be 
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as much help as possible. And while the men 

worked, the women cooked and carried food to the 

building site. Many delightful picnic lunches and 

suppers were shared as the men ate and rested from 

their labor on quilts spread under the giant oak 

trees. 

When the sanctuary was completed, several of 

the men installed a large wood heater in the center 

of the building while the others fastened kerosene 

lamps to the walls. Reverend Hawson D. Harrill was 

the first pastor of the church serving from 1889 to 

1891. Fervent in his . ministry, he was a very 

punctual man. Since he was never late for a 

service or an appointment, he expected the same 
\ 

from his congregation much to the dismay of some 

But his late sleepers and church yard talkers. 

warmth and loyalty soon endeared him to all. 

The first Sunday in the new sanctuary was one 

of celebration. The women~outfitted in 

prettiest dresses, sat on one side of 

their 

the 

room and the men, in their finest suits,on the 

other. Even the children sat up straight and still 

for once only moving occasionally to slide their 

hands across the smooth new pews. 
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on December 24, 1899, on Christmas Eve, the 

members of the Sunday School met and decorated a 

Christmas tree at the church. Then the teachers 

and parents placed presents under the tree for the 

children. It was especially hard for the 

youngsters to sit quietly and listen to the lesson 

with the presents peeking out at them from under 

the tree. But somehow they managed to control 

their fidgety bodies with only an occasional grin 

until the service was over and the last prayer had 

been said. 
July 22, 1900, was an exciting and proud day 

for the new church. On that day, the first Sunday 

School Associational meeting was held at Pleasant 

Grove. Richard Ledbetter, M. K. Lynch, and w. H. 

McEntire were elected as delegates and a collection 

of $1.03 was received for convention expenses. 
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EARLY 1900'S 

Reverend Hawson o. Harrill was called . again as 

pastor in 1904 and served until 1905. on February 

5, 1905, a blizzard covered everything in sight 

with several inches of snow, and church was 

cancelled. So that Sunday morning after checking on 

their farm animals, the adults pulled their chairs 

a little closer to the fireplace while the children 

snuggled back down in their beds ••• and the little 

church in the grove was silent for the day. 

On July 16, 1905, Richard Ledbetter and w. H. 

McEntire were appointed delegates to the 

Associational Meeting held at Mt. v ernon Baptist 

Church. And on Au.gust 13, 1905, the church voted 

to elect a new teacher for the primary class since 

Mrs. Hattie Ledbetter was returning as school 

teacher at Hollis School for ten months. 

Reverend w. 
and Reverend w. 

D. Harril was pastor during 1906, 

E. Wilson from 1907 to 1908. In 

1909 Reverend Julius Wesley Whitley accepted the 

pastorate. He was also principal of Round Hill 

Academy from 1907 to 1909. Then from 1910 to 1911, 

Reverend J. R. Whiteside fulfilled the duties of 

pastor. 

McEntire 

It was sometime during 1912 that w. H. 

drove the first car into the church yard 

of Pleasant Grove. 
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Reverend B. M. Hamrick was pastor from 1912 to 

1916. Before becoming a minister, he farmed and 

operated a store and post office between Shiloh and 

Holly Springs. Reverend Joe Sinclair led the church 

during 1917, and Reverend Grady Nanney was pastor 

during 1918. Reverend Nanney was called to preach 

while plowing a cane field and began his ministry 

soon afterward as a supply pastor and at revivals. 

He was an avid sportsman and very interested 

in baseball and coon hunting with hcunds. One of 

his favorite pastimes was hunting wild fruits to 

make jellies for his friends. 

In 1919, Reverend J. M. Brown was elected as 

pastor. During the ~ime he was at Pleasant Grove 

he was very active in the Green River Association. 

He served on the standing committee of Foreign 

Missions in 1919 and was Association Historian. 

From 1920 to 1924, Reverend E. P. White led 

the church as its minister. He grew up in the 

Rutherfordton area and attended Round Hill Academy. 

After teaching school in Rutherford County for 

several years, he felt God calling him into full-

time ministry at the age of twenty-eight. 
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MORE HIGHLIGHTS AND TIDBITS 

w. B. McEntire, grandfather of Louis McEntire, 
donated land for the church along with M. K. Lynch, 
who stimpulated that two burial plots should be 
reserved for his family. Additional land was given 
later by Mr. and Mrs. Brownlow Martin. 

Braxton Elliott, father of Enuna McEntire, 
hauled lumber for the building and Flora Cook, 
mother of Ulyess Eplee, held the lumber. 

Constructed of the best heart pine, the 
sanctuary still stands today, and although some 
changes have been made and the original floor is 
now covered by a carpet, much of the unique beauty 
still remains. 

on April 12, 1891, the Sunday School met at 
half past nine with 32 people present. 

on April 19, 1891, there were 41 people present 
for Sunday School. 

on May 17, 1891, 31 people were present for 
Sunday School and the adult female class joined the 
adult male class for the lesson. 

On April 5, 1891, 
teacher's concert lesson, 
given. Then a recess was 
before a singing lessen 
presented by John Cook. 

devotional exercises, 
and lesson recitation 
taken for ten minutes 
and benediction was 

On Hay 3, 1891, the Sunday School met at 8:30 
a.m. 

on May 24, 1891, the teacher's lesson was 
omitted. Reverend H. D. Harrill gave an 
interesting Sunday School talk to the almost cne 
hundred people present. 

On June 7, 1891, Brother John Cook led the 
prayer. 

On June 21, 1891, Brother w. M. Spangler heard 
the lesson of the Primaries. 

On June 28, 1891, there were 125 present. 

The 
April 15, 
cents. 

date of 
1894, 

the first recorded offering was 
and the amount was forty-five 

The first recorded budget was $4.88. 

Sally Ledbetter was one of the 
often baked fresh bread to use for 
Supper. 

ladies who 
the Lord's 

On April 8, 1894, the Sunday School met at 3:00 
p.m. so as not to interfere with the Piney Knob 
service. 

On May 6, 1894, the Superintendent stated the 
one who memorized the most verses of scripture would 
receive a present. 

On June 3, 1894, Walter Ledbetter memorized 22 
scripture verses. 

On June 3, 1894, John Cook led with questions, 
"What was Moses wife and two sons names?• Exodus 
18:3-4. 

On June 24, 1894, money was collected for 
literature and seventeen cents was used for 
quarterlies. The adults used the Bible for their 
study, and there were four classes, Adult Male, 
Adult Female, Infant Male, and Infant Female. 

Louis McEntire , was one of many who was 
baptized in the man made pool at the spring. 

On May 
Superintendent 
Brother J. 
literature. 

17, 1896 the Sunday School 
called the roll and 32 answered. 

B. Melton gave five cents for 

On May 24, 1896, literature was ordered, and a 
special collection was taken since there was a 
balance due of thirteen cents. 

On June 21,1896, Holly Springs Singing Choir 
sang at Pleasant Grove. Brother Harris Elliott led 
the 44 scholars in this choir. 

On April 23, 1899, the attendance in Sunday 
School was 185. On December 17, 1899, the offering 
was eighty cents and quarterlies cost two cents 
each. 

On November 5, 1899, the church voted to put up 
a Christmas tree. 

On December 17, 1899,a collection was 
for orphanage. Eighty cents was collected. 
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On June 7, 1900, literature was ordered as 

follows, 12 intermediate quarterlies, 12 primary 

quarterlies and 33 picture lesson cards. 

On May 6, 1900, Mrs. Hattie Ledbetter was 

organist. 

On June 3, 1900,Sallie 
organist. 

Elliott served as 

A collection was taken for the sexton on July 

1, 1900, and seventy-three cents was collected. 

A resolution was recorded on June 30, 1901, of 

the death of a great man, Brother G. B. Melton. 

On July 6, 1902, the Sunday School had five 

classes. 

On June 22, 1903, the church voted to have a 

Children's Day. 

On February 12, 190~ snow covered the earth and 

church services were not held. 

On July 2, 1905,Richard Ledbetter and Brother 

Rollins asked for n~w song books to be considered. 

The first hymnals were purchased at thirty-

five cents each on April 6, 1906. Eighteen books 

were bought. 

The first women to assist a man as 

Superintendent of Church were Sisters Pearl 

Ledbetter and Macey Lovelace on July 10, 1910. 

On September 11, 
was $1.57 on hand, 
balance of $.21. 

1910, the Treasurer's report 
$1.36 for literature, and a 

On April 2, 1911, Miss Sue Ledbetter (Williams) 

began working with the Juniors and formed a class. 

The church budget in 1941-1942 was $478.50. 
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On the Sundays of June 28 and July S, 1987, 

Mr. Marshall Burgess conducted a program recognizing 

the Veterans of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church and 

the Veterans of the conununity and church family. 

Each veteran was presented an American Flag by a 

young lady of the church. 

Veterans honored were: 

Clifford Hoffman 
Hoyle Arrowood 
Kenneth Trantham 
Horace West 
Zack Whiteside 
Arthur Harris 
George Doering 
Robert Whiteside 
Vernon Propst 
Franklin Elliott 
Brownlow Martin 
Mrs. Mary Lee Humphries 
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James McDaniel 
Barrett Boone 
Ralph Humphries 
Marshall Burgess 
David Williams 
Wayne Camp 
Myles Boone 
Spencer Hodge 
Jerry Ownbey 
Dean Elliott 

Williams 

The following is a list of Veterans buried in the 

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cemetery: 

John Williams, WWI 
King McEntire, WWI 
J. Van Hampton, Jr.,WWII 
Hollis Propst, WWII 
R. T. Ledbetter, Jr., WWII 
Mike Williams, WWII 
Dallas F. (Bill) Ownbey, WWII 
Ernest P. Collins, WWII, KIA 

Ray Ownbey, WWII 
Robert Howard Frady, WWII 
Vernon Amos, Korean Era 
David William Whynott, Vietnam Era 
Emerson o. Rednour, WWII 
Luther Amos, WWII 
Howard F. Frady, WWII 
James Hill, Civil War 
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WILLIAM HARRISON MCENTIRE 

William Harrison McEntire lived on the side 

road that runs from the church to the highway. His 

house was located up the hill from his mill and his 

general store across the road. 
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the creek and a raceway to his mill where he gr _ound 

corn for the farmers and put a sawmill on one side 

of the building where he could make shingles. 

His was one of the original families who 

helped build Pleasant Grove Church. He and his 

King wife had five children, William Jesse, 

Harrison, Louis Logan, and Josephine who died when 

she was a young child. 

Louis McEntire, from this family, is the 

oldest member of our church today. He is 

four years old, lives in a rest home, and is 

very young at heart. 
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8. Visit the sick in banes, hospital, nursing 
homes, etc. 

9. Serve on various committees of the church. 

10. Although there are 
deacons are called 
important one is to 
and action for Jesus 

many other things, 
upon to do, the 

be a good witness in 
Christ. 

the 
most 
life 

Norris West 

Neal Bennick 

Hoyle Arrowood 

James McDaniel 

Don Chatham 

ACTIVE DEACONS 

Marshall Burgess 

Myles Boone 

Dewitt Boone 

Robert Whiteside 

Vernon Propst 

Clifford Hoffman 

George Doering 

INACTIVE DEACONS 

Spencer Hodge 

Louis McEntire 

Carl Taylor 

Larry Crabtree 

Willard Hardin 

The Deacons of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
operate under the Deacon Family Ministry Plan, and 
each deacon serves approximately fifteen families. 
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