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MACE, GENERAL WARRINGTON, Bowmans Bluff, N. c.---Born, Yancey 

co., N. c.; Lie. 1847, Grassy Creek Ch., N. C.; Ord. '49, 

Pleasant Grove Ch., N. C.; S. Lindell, C. H., Big Meadow, Zion, 

Beulah, Pleasant Hill, Pleasant Grove, Healing Spring, Crab 

Creek, Cedar Spring, Green Ridge, Mountain Ridge, Friendship, 

Brighton, Bethel, Macedonia, East Fork, Riverside, Milligan, 

Vernon Hill, Bethel, Liberty, Alliance, C. H., Yetsers Creek, 

Griffin, Friendship, Middle Ridge; Preaching 47 yrs.; Built 

and helped 20 chs. 
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MACE, GEORGE WASHINGTON (b. Mar. 20, 1825, d. June 17, 1899) 

Buried: Beulah Church. 
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time Bro. Bowen's life was devoted to the work of the ministry and Christ,. 
Ian education. As ·a preacher and expounder of the Scriptures he was a 
tower of strength; but his genius and energies were not limited to the gos-
pel ministry. Educational enterprizes found in him a ready advocate and 
an enthusiastic promoter. While scarcely more than a youth he made the 
speech that kindled into being Mossy Creek (Now Carson-Newman) Col-
lege. Chiefly through his energies Judson College was established. About 
the time the college enterprise was launched he accepted an appointment 
from the Domestic and Indian Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, at a salary of $900.00 to travel in South Carolina in the interest of 
that Board. On visiting his home the following spring, he found the col-
lege enterpri se at a standstill, and its ultimate success in jeopardy. He re-
signed the appointment from the Mission Board and accepted the financial 
sgency of the coll ege at a salary of $300.00 - all the Board was able to pay 
at th at time. 

Rev. D. B. Nelson was also a native of Tennessee, born near Knoxville 
in 1831. He was converted and united with the church at about the age of 
thirteen. 

Mr. Nelson was educated at Mossy Creek College (now Carson-Newman), 
and chose the law as his profession. But the call from God to preach the 
Gospel came to him, and all his plans were changed. 
- In 1864 Rev. Nelson moved to North Carolina, first settling in Haywood 

,. C~unty. Here, in 1865 he was regularly ordained to the full work of the 
ministry by the Locust Old Field Baptist Church. 
· A few years after this Bro. Nelson located in Henderson County where 
he spent most of the remainder of bis earthly life, throwing him3elf into 
ell the activities of his denomination with all the energy of bis sout He 
was a man of spotless character, faithful as a pastor, and one of the strong 
influences in the establishment of Judson College. He was also editor of the 
Blue Ridge Baptist a number of years. 
· The last work in the ministry of this man of God was as pastor of the 
Bilt more Bapti st Church. From" this charge he returned to his h.ome in 
Hender son County in 1894, broken in health. On the 28th of August, 1895, 
hi s noble soul went home to that Master Whom he loved so ardently and 
Whom he had served so well. 
. Rev. G. S. Jones, was an educated man and while not a pastor, (except 
for a very short while that he serve d the church at Hendersonville in that 
capacity), he was a Godly man, a wise coun sellor whose advice and help was 
1ought by his brethren, and alway s freely given . 

f Rev. G. W. Mace came from Mitchell County' to Henderson County in 
early life, and while a man of limited education, he did a great work as 
pastor and evangelist. 
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IN MEMORIAM. 

MEMOIRS OF DECEASED MINISTERS. 

Rev. J. Wesley Anderson. 
(French Broad Hustler, Aug ., 10, 1899.) 

Rev. J. Wesley Anderson died at his home near Delmont in the 
valley of the Ochlawaha on Thursday morning, Aug. 3, 1899, after an 
illness of three weeks. He was buried on tbe day following at Pleas-
ant Hill cerr.etery in the presence of a large concourse of sorrowing 
relatives and friends . 

The subject of this sketch was born in Henderson county in the 
year 1845 and was therefore 35 years of age at tl.ie time of his death . 
He was the seeond.son of ::\Ir. and 1frs. John Anderson, who are so 
favorably known throughout this section . The remaining members 
of the family, f'leven in number, are still living . Two of the brothers, 
William and Enoch. are engaged in the ministry, the former being 
pastor of a large church in Chickasha, Ind. Ter., and the latter at 
some point in South Carolina. Hon . H. S. Anderson, of Henderson-
ville, and former State Senatoi·, who was recently a appointed a Ref-
eree in Bankruptcy by Judge Ewart is also a brother of the 
dec eased . 

Mr. Anderson was married in 1872 to l\1i,;s :\Iatilda McCrary, and 
to them were born fifteen children, thirteen now living. He bas h eld 
many positions of honor in bis naLi\·e county and \\"US its representative 
in the Legislature of 1890. But bis life work -.vas in the Chrbtian 
mini st ry and few men have accom plisbed m,Jre succetisfu l results . His 
first work in this connection was the organization of Sunday Schools 
and conducting- religious services in the most destitute p:.1.1:ts of the 
county . Many of these feeble org-anization;; at fir:,t, have under bis 
fostering- care, grown into flourhbing- churches and the Baptist de -
nomination owes a debt of gratitude to this noble and consecrated 
man. At one time be was engaged in the public school work and 
this writer remembers him as one among- his first tutors, in tbe seven-
ties. 

"A noble l ife bas drawn to a close. Duty was bis watch-word. 
In him the noblest sentiment of r elii.don, of purest patriotism and of 
humanity were found. In all the relations of life he measured up to 
the big·h standard of true manhocJd . '' 

Rev. G. W. rlace. 
Rev. G. W . Mace was born in Yancey, now ~Iitehe'l count.,,, N.C ., 

on the 20th day of ::\Iarch, 18~->- Hia father died when be was quite 
young-, leaving the care of a helpless family to a wiclo,ve l tnother. She 
beincr in motlemte cil'cu ,nsta.nces could u-ive hei· child r en onl,· a limit-
ed education, but while she ,ms poor i~ this world ·s goods: ,;he was 
ri ch towards God . By her prayer and christia 1 training ear ly led ber 
son to the Saviour . At about sixteen years of age he unit ed with the 
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~lissionar.r Baµtiot church of which be remained a faithful and consist-
ent member until bis bis death. He "·as mu1Tied to Miss Mira Wright 
when ahout I years old, with whom be lived happil.v for 56 years. 
The fruits of this union was ten children, five girls and five boys, of 
whom seven are still living and a r e highly respectable citizt:ns in the 
communities in wbit :b they liv e. 

Soon after his ma,-riag-e, Hrotber Mace felt himself call~d to 1vork 
in the gospel minibtr.r to which call be was not disobedient. Although 
confronted by many ditliculties be had the help of the blessed Master 
who said, "'I wi1 1 be with yon always. eve n unto the end of the world." 
After his ordination to the minist1·y he labored in ~Iitcb ell and adjoin-
ing counties , ten or twelve years. He then came to Henderson coun-
ty, making it bis permanent home until bis death. For more than 
fifty years be stood in the very frout rank of gospel ministers. He 
traveled through beat and cold , cro ·sPd rive!'S and mountains and car-
ri ed the good news of the go~pel to many of the destitute in the moun-
tain<: of T ennes see, Virg-inia, North and South Carolina and Georgia. 

REV. G. W . ~!ACE . 

He :served many churches successfully as pastor, but as an evangelist 
he attained the greatest i,;uccf'ss. He baptis ed nearly four thousand 
persons, who under his labors bad profe ssed faith in Christ. Many of 
the leading men and seve1 al of the minibter:i of the gospel can point 
with delight to the time when they were led into the wate1·y grave by 
Brother Mace. 

He preached his last sermon at .:'11t. Olivet Union meeting, when 
all the fire of youth seemed to return and he preached with unusual 
power. 

He was summoned to bis final reward from Piedmont, S. C., where 
be bad gone to visit bio two daugbtere and son, S. M. l\Iace, who live 
at that place, He died as bad lived, in the faith of the gospel which 
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he so successfully preached, on the 17th day of June, 1899; aged 74 
years, 2 month and 2i days. His remains were brought home and in-
terred in the cemetery at Beulah church, June 19th. The funeral 
services were condu cted by Rev. J. W. Anderson. The unusual large 
attendance attested to the general sadness ocassioned by the death of 
this man. The bereaved widow and children h'l.ve the sympathy of 
the entire community. 

J. W. ANDERSON. 

Rev. James Blythe. 
Rev. James Blythe was born Nov 28, 1808 on Big Willow, then 

in Buncombe county, on the homestead of bis father, J esse BlJtbe. 
Married Martha Nelson, .daugbter of Abraham Nelson, before he was 
twenty years old, with whom be lived till the time of her death, Feb. 
18, 1888. He professed fo.ith in Christ, joined the old Beulah Baptist 
Church, in the year 1835 and was baptised in the French Broad River, 
near what is now known as the Widow Henry place, in Henderson 
county, by Rev. Joseph Jordan. The year following be entered the 
ministry, preachrng bis first oermon at Crab Creek Church, and soon 
after was ordained to the ministry at the old Baptist Camp Ground, 
two miles south west of what it, now Hendersonville. In the second 
year of His ministry, 1837, assisted in the organization of Little River 
Baptist chm·ch. In 1841 moved to Gilmer county, Ga, thence to 
Union county, Ga. ln 1843 returned to North Carolina, settling on a 
part of his old home place. In 1845 assisted in the organization of 
the Hendersonville Baptist church, and assisted in the organi,:ation 
of many other churche s in Western North Carolina. He was Clerk of 
the SuRerior Court of Henderson county for several years. Published 
"The Carolina Baptist" in 1857. Assisted in foundin:.r and building 
Judson College. While not a politician, be was a republican, and was 
elected representative for Henderson l·ounty in 1866 and State Sen-
ate for the district including H enderson county in 1868 and was elec-
ted Representative of Henderson county again in 1873; removed to 
Saluda, Polk county and was elected Re!Jresentative of that county in 
1881. He was a close student of the Bible and an enthusiastic speaker. 
Preached throughout Westem N. C., and upper South Carolina, 
preaching his last sermon ,sitting in a chair in the Saluda Baptist 
church in the year 1895, being the first sermon preached in the last 
church organized by him. In 1SDO he married Martha Williams, who 
survives him. He died De, ember I-1th, 1897, and was buried in 
Refuge cemetery. Hi- funeral sermon . preached by Rev. A. I. Jus-
tic e , was from a text selected by himself, "I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." 

"He sought no private sect or way. but looked to Nature and to 
Nature's God." And to his Memorv t,hiti article ill most affectionate! v 
written. · · 

Rev. W. J. Wilkie. 
The Bible, our only sufficient guide from earth to heav-

en, is full of a glorious truth, namely that if we train up our 
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