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{1. · ~. "Just before I ~~ou some slides and reminisce a little, as I'm 
the only representative of the Digit :F'und trustees to be actually 
speaking today, I'd just like to take this oppurtunity on behalf of 
all of us to thank Tom Goss for all the work he's put mn to organizing 
this event, which obviously is going to be very successful, not only 
in promoting Dian's legacy, but hopefully if you've all paid your 
25 bucks, in raising a bit of money to continue that work. 

My research:with the mountain gorillas was, apart from working as 
Dian's assistant and collecting general records, looking at the gorillas' 
parasites. I don't know if any of you are interested in paprasites, 
but there's an illustration of some of the worms which inhabit the 
gut of the gorilla; in this sense, the gorilla itself is a sort of 
habitat~for several species, and when you talk about protecting the 
gorilla, you must also remember you're protecting this indeginous species 
of parasites. Now, before the parasites reach this neatly labelled form, 
you have to collect them. This entails following the goril:la3 around 
with a pocket full offplastic bags and aquiring their droppings, taking 
them back, and spending a lot of time up to your elbows in the gorilla's 
faeces. I must be polite! In order to seperate these out. So, I could 
say an awful lot today about gorilla dung. On the other hand, I don't 
think you've really come here to hear me talk about gorilla dung. 
Instead, I' 11.--<reintroduce you to someone you already met this afternoon. 
This, believe it or not, is Tiger, whom you saw as .a bouncing juvenile 
in that early film. A few weeks ago, I was lucky enough to return to 
the Verungas, in fact I hadn't worked alt at Kerosoke since '81. I was 
a bit out of touch. I took a little time out to go up to tkH Vesoke and 
meet Tiger. As you dan see, Tiger is now a splendid silverback. He's 
put on a little bit of weight since I last saw him, and he's developed 
all of these secondary sexual characteristics. The silver saddle, the 
crest and the long shaggy arm-hair, which he is exagerating the size of 
here by stretching in front of the xracker. Whether he was as moved by 
this re-introduction and reunion as Iv-was , I don't kn ow, He was mainly 
concerned by pursuing his interest in botany, or at least thistles. 
Sitting behind him and looking at a EEEkxx the bulk of his body, brought 
back all sorts of memories, not just the happy ones. Where he is sitting 
is in fact, just behind Karesoke, and if you enlarge the view a_little 
bit, just down there, beyond those trees, in the meadows is where the 
cabins lie. Not just the cabins now, because when I was there in 
January, it was after Dian's murder, and Tiger was just behind the 
graveyard which Dian had initiated for, initially Digit, the first of 
the gorillas to be killed by poachers, and then the others which followed. 
Most of which were killed diredtly as a result of poacher(killings). 
Now of course, Dian, herself is buried there. 

I can think of no mere appropriate place for her to be. However, 
You've probably read alot of the accounts of why Dian was killed afld 
what happened- the truth is, apart f:r:mm the circumstantial evidence, 
no+one really knows. Although the Rowandan authorities are pursuing 
their own investigations, no one has yet been apprehended and charged. 
It is my consideration, that out of the theories, that the one most 
likely concerns poachers, either trying to pPevent Dian's work in 
organizing patrols and assisting the Rowandan government patrols, or 
simply as a personal vengence against her success. In the last couple 
of years, this picture was taken in 1984 when I visited Karesoke, Dian's 
patrols had been extremely successful. In 1984, they cut over 2,200 
snares. The snares are basically wire nooses which capture ( ) 
gorillas so that the skin and meat can be sold, unless it's an 
accidental capture of a young gorilla. 

The success of these patrols, obviously meant that someone's 
business depended on the selling of this meat and'skin. Illeagaly of 
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i course, but it (the business) was being curtailed. Perhaps, that is 
the reason why she was killed. In the last few years, as you've heard, 
Dian had been spending more and more of her time doing anti-poacher 
work, rather than the research~ She still kept up the long term records 
of camp, but as was said earlier, the value of the study increases 
as every year goes by, because you know more and more about the inter 
relationships of the individuals and their family ties, and you begin 
to understand, more and more about the mechanics, the social mechanics 
of gorilla society. 

As His Excellency the Ambassador said, poachers are very easy to 
paint as the culprit. But it was Dian with the gorillas that makes the 
biggest impact around the world. People remember Dian not for her anti 
poacher work, but ~or her habituation of the gorillas. This again is 
a notorious Pablo, rifling through Dian's camera, and she's lookig 
slightly irritated because she's trying to pinch his bottom to prevent 
this. I think he's got such thick skin on his bottom, he thought she 
was just being playful~ It's easy to forget when you're watching these 
films of Dian and other scientists mingling with the gorillas, that 
gorillas are naturally terrified of human beings; the only humans they 
ever meet are on the other end of a gun ar a rifle, or perhaps just 
throwing rocks at them to frighten them away fromthe fields~ Whatever, 
they don't like humans, and the early studies you heard summarized, 
were done from a distance. People studied the trails, the nests and 
caught fleeting glimpsassof the gorillas, and on a good day, might get 
in to a position like this, where you'relooking across a ravine and 
you can see several gorillas spread out, and with a pair of binoculars 
you might be able to identify some of the individuals. But it is 
awfully difficult to study an animal that is abseloutley terrified of 
you. So, somehow, you try to get in close- well, if you try to get in 
close to unhabituated gorillas who don't trust humans, they will 
silently melt away into the forest as soon as they see you, or 
hear you or smell you coming. If you pursue them, and continue on their 
tr.ail, they'll assume you are dangerous. Gorillas have evolved a series 
of displays to deter danger, and it's a silverback who's twice as 
large asr.a female, who 1 s role it is to protect the females and the kids 
and he will tend to hang behind, send the females and kids on ahead, 
and sit and watch and see what happens. If you continue to pursue, he 
goes through a little routine. He will sit behind a tree- you can see 
a silverback in the middle of the picture, but there are in fact 13 
gorillas here, but thej're all hidden. This silverback is not habituated, 
he's not at-all happy about my presence. He'll sit behind a tree, and 
he waits and waits, and just when you're beside a bush, AAAAAAGH! ! It's 
not unknown for researchers after this to hsve to go and change their 
trousers. 

When a gorilla shouts at you, it is an experience you don't forget in 
a hurry •. And that's only the first deterence, if you keep going, they 
might build up to the scrsaming charge. If you irritate a gorilla that 
much, then you've failed. You have not been able fo convince him that 
you're harmless. Thi~~s the great thing that Dian did. Over the early 
years of her researcn~was to develop techniques for communicating with 
gorillas to reassure them, by means of vocalisations and body language 
that she wasn't a threat to them, and I'm sure this was also aided by 
the fact that she was female, and that the silverbacks were less intimidate 
and threatened by a female observer than a male. Gradually she got 
closer. How is this done? Gorillas spend much of .t:?K:» their'time feeding 
in dense vegetation, so alot of the time they're not aware of the 
surrounding animals, i.e. the other members of the group, by visual 
contact; they keep in touch with sound. It is partly the actual sound of 
preparing the food. This juvenile is feeding on akind of wild celery which 
is one of the main food plants. 
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It is the stripping and preparing of this food which is then fed into 
the mouth, which is rather like anyone eating a stick of celery,, and 
the sound is very much the same. KHKT, Khkt! A juicy, crunchy sound. 
This is the sort of sound that gorillas hear when every body is 
happily feeding. Ever so often, just to keep the group together, you 
get a round of b.v.s, this is the famous belch vocalisation, or b.v. 
if you're typing it, because you soon get fed up with typing belch 
vocalisation. The b.v. is a sort of low throat clearing sort of noise, 
which doesn+t carry very far because it's not designed to. It's just 
designed to go a few yards away to tell the next gorilla that you're 
over here and that you're okay, and that there's no danger. So, you're 
crunching away, and Dian realized that if she approached the gorillas 
making these sounds, she would be less threatening. She also, of course, 
being quite a tall woman, found that it was much less threatening if 
she was down on a lower level, because gorillas, being quadropeds, 
walking around on all fours- if humans go in bipiedally, tall and 
intimadating it's far more frightening than if he comes in at the 
gorilla's own level. So, you crawl towards them, crunching up bits of 
celery. Not neccessairily in the mouth, as long as they're not watching 
you, you can break up the leaves in your thumb, and it sounds pretty 
muchrthe same. And you don't have to feed on all of the gorilla food 
plants. Gorillaslike thistles, not just the leaves, you understand! 
But also the stems and the roots, and flowers that have gone to seed, 
they often sit there and pluck off the seed heads and pop them intheir 
mouths and crunch thernnup like sweeties. And these are really sharp! 
Craig was saying that the gorillas have the ability to cope with the 
stings and spines of some of the vegetation, but they go right through. 
I can vouch for this. Having spent some time u~ to my elbows in gorilla 
dung, in a stream sorting out the nematodes (?),you're apt to get 
stuck by the stings which have gone right through the gorilla. Most of the 
fibers are not digested, they pass straight through. Which does bring 
to mind the problems of constipation in gorillas! 

When they're spread out feeding, they keep in touch with this b.v. 
sound, but there are many other contentment vocalisations. Dian Tealized 
that the happier she sounded to a gorilla, the~ less imposing and 
threatening she would be to them. So, in addition to an occaissional 
b.v., she would sing to them. I don't mean singing in the human terms. 
When gorillas are happy, and they're usually happy when they'rebfeeding 
on onw of their favorite food plants, they sing. It's a vocalisation 
that is rather like a cross between a dog whining and someone singiDg 
in the sh0wer. This picture reminds me to talk about singing, because 
the whole family were feeding on this tree. No one knows why gorillas 
eat large quantities of dead wood. They eat if with gusto, swallow it, 
and it passes out in the faeces as lumps of dead wood. It doesn+t 
appear to be dige~ted, they aren't any grubs in the wood, noone is quite 
sure why they_do ~t, but they do it. They really like it, maybe they 
just really like the flavor; I tried it, and it tastes like old wood! 
They eat it in fairly large quantitiies, and when a tree is in the 
right stage of decay, they can all pickup a log and start chewing off 
bits. This is often when singing begins. On this occaission all of the 
family were singing. (I.R. does an imitation here, quite funny.) Just 
occaissionally, they're so filled with good feelings, that they have 
to cummicate this physicall~. Gorillas ar~ quite physical animals, they 
reassure each other by hugging and embracing. On one occaission sitting 
in a bamboo forest with some tourists that I was introducing to the 
gorillas, the tourists had walked for about five hours through-the 
pouring rain and bamboo, abseloutely!idrenched and cold, sitting there 
shivering, waiting for the rain to stop so that the gorillas did 
f,. 
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something other than sit there shivering, abseloutely sodden. The sun 
came out. Because it was the rainy season, the bamboo shoots had just 
begun to come out.As you all probably know, bamboo shoots are very 
good to eat very nutritious. The Chinese like them, we like them, 
gorillas like them. But the gorillas don't wait fo~ them to come up. 
They dig around the base of the plants, they dig up the roots and/start 
crunching them·up. This, when the rain's just stopped, and the sun is 
corning out makes them feel really goodo They started singing away, and 
two of them walked right in front of us over to each other, chomping 
on bamboo shoots, threw their arms around each other and started dueting. 
It was the first time I had actually seen this. 

so, if you approach a group of gorillas, keeping very low, crunching 
up bits of celery, and singing to them in this manner, then you've 
obviously reassured them that you're not attacking. This means that you 
can get to know them intimately. This ms obviously a gradual process. 
In the early years of research, it was very difficult when studying 
the gorillas from a distance, to sex the infants. At least one person in 
the audience knows what's coming next. Daivd Watts, when he was a 
relatively new researcher,at Karisoke, came back to camp one day and 
said,"Puck's got a baby." Now, Puck was a blackback male gorilla, shortly 
expected to produce a crest, silverback, big shoulders, the works. 
We said, "Who's baby?" He said, "Puck's baby!" If in fact you heard one 
of the gorillas' names it was Cantsby, because that's what Puck's baby 
was called. You see, when you watch a gorilla from over there, with a 
pair of binoculars, it's very difficult to see the naughty bits, because 
they're very fluffy! And gorillas are· not as well endowed as a Victorian 
females imagination suggested. So, Puck had, for the first eight and 
a half years of his life, been regarded as a male. To be fair, alot of 
his behaviour suggests that he was quite butch and macho. He certainly 
hadn't been seen copulating with another male that might produce an 
infant. He, she, it often thrusted on ~other animals in sexual play- 
but that's another matter. Anyway, Puck had a baby, and I went out the 
next day, and there it was. David and I xxrk sat there astounded at 
how this male had changed sexes. You realize this messed up dozens of 
scientific papers that were in preperation and some that had actually 
been published! This male gorilla's behaviour had been ana1ized and 
now had to be swapped round. These are some of the drawbacks of 
studying gorillas. It doesn't arrise now, because when you're sitting 
right next to them, and the femalef~ grooming the infant and holding 
it down and holding its leg up, you see the sex. But in the early days 

it was difficult. And one or two mistakes were made. 
But, What I was leading to was that David and I were sitting three 

or four yards away from Puck with a one day old baby. If anything is 
a tribute to Dian's work, the fact that we could do that, the fact that 
a mother with a new baby wculd accept two human beings, one of them 
she'd learnt to trust about a year, because he'd been introduced by 
somebody else, and aJI.tk.e:rt another person who was being introduced to 
the gorillas, that is what we have to thank Dian for. Much of the 
future knowledge of the g~.Xxxx gorillas, all of the future knowledge 
and what we have now, is from Dian's technique of habituation. Without 
that technique, we wouldn't know a fraction of what we know about 
gorillas' society, and without that technique the whole tourist industry 
which is such a success in Rowanda, and has almost guarenteed the 
future forthe gorillas in Rowanda, and will hopefully soon do so 
in Zaire and Uganda. That is dependant on the ability to habituate the 
gorillas to the presence of tame human beings, who aren't going to 
attack and who aren't going to do anything silly. So, that is what we 
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I.R. have to thank Dian for. There are alot of things which I would like 
to say today, time doesn't permit. But, if anything, I would just like 
to reinerate some of the things that the others-have said. That Dian 
was a very complex person, but at heart, she was very warm, and one of 
the things which I have said to people, when they have been questioning 
me on her outbursts of temper. I think that this was a behaviour pattern 
which she herself evolved. Possibly, having watched the gorillas, because 
as a lone woman in the middle of Africa, having to cope with employees 
and goverments, and officials, and all the complications of working in 
a third world country, she had to do something to assert her authority 
over those she was working with. One way of doing that was to shout at 
them, loudly* But, like the gorillas, if you sidestep the bluff charges 
and get to know the person within, you'll find that it's well worth the' 
e f'f'o'r t , Thank you .. " 



AN INTERVIEW1BETWEEN HAROLD HAYES AND IAN REDMAN 
I 

IR: I would recommend even if you are not intending to stay 

in Kigali to have a word with·Sean Kelly and Alan/Helen? 
\ 

husband and wife, and Sean attended the 

funeral and did a voice piece for Voice of America and 

wrote a thing for but this is I think either 

a copy of it or a version. 

HH: That was the 7th day at Venice ministry, did he come over 

from California to conduct this? 

IR: No, he was nearby. It 

Reverend El ton Wallace 

about that in here. 

Helen of California, 

The 

but 
says 

of St 
he was a local, so you are better from here to speak 

to him actually, search him out. 

HH: Let me back up some questions for background. First is, 

I was there in '82 and one of the things I was told was 

that given the popu Le t i on pressure of the place, the 

tradition of subdividing the land means it just simply 

is going to be pressed virtually out of existence. That 

the father is obliged to share the land with all of his 

sons, is that your understanding? 

IR: Yes, that is my understanding too, I am not an anthro 

pologist, but I have heard that. That is the case. 

HH: And there is nothing about that system that has changed. 

What's happening with the population situation, do you 

know, I mean can you anticipate? 

IR: It's likely to get 

under 20 and when 

Most of the population are worse. 
they reach breeding age, to use a 

biological term, then they will have families and there 

will be a great problem in Rwanda. 

HH: Are they having any problem feeding themselves? 
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IR: In Rwanda you don't see starving people, but I doubt if 

anyone would refuse a free meal. They are subsistence 

farmers. The land, especially in the north of the 

country around the Urungas is very fertile, they were 

part of a the country looks like a giant 

allotment. Do you have allotments in the States? 

HH: Yes, I know what you mean. 

IR: I mean, it's neatly parcelled up into 

HH: Yes, you just go right up the hills and down the hills 

on either side. 

IR: That's right and regardless of the slope, they are doing 

something with the land. But that of course has its 

problems with erosion and there practices are mainly 

going to be visions in the short term, but which I mean 

that they are exhausting the soil but none of them have 

the money to put fertilizers into it. Some of them are 

listening to advice and then, well they don't plow but 

they plow the soil into . . . . . . . . and some of them do 

that with the contours and therefore stem erosion which 

helps, but because they cultivate steep slopes the soil 

is being washed into the streams and they are losing the 

top soil and they, some tree planting goes on but it's 

usually eucalyptus, which is not a good tree or sup 

porting the soil and I don't believe it keeps the soil 

with its nutrients and basically ruins it for anything 

else. 

HH: It is a fast growing tree. 

IR: It is a fast growing tree, yes, 

and you can build houses 

it crreates great timber 

with it, but in the 

HH: It's no good for agriculture. 
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IR: And it's no good for the native fauna because they are 

not in Rwanda they rarely eat eucalyptus 

leaves, the gums too much, so the trees, I mean they 

are nested in by Weaver birds but that's about it. So 

the indigenous insects and birds that might feed on 

those insects have all suffered because most of the 

forests have gone and in much of Rwanda, you see very 

little bird life. In the Aki go National Park there are 

over 500 species listed but once you get out of the 

National Park there is very little. In the ~ungas 

because it is high up, it is an ecological island, 

there are fairly few species but those that are there 

are, some of them are subspecies of birds, and all of 

them are typical of Afro alpine zones in the mountains 

so they are unusual and not found in the rest of Rwanda. 

So far, the removal of the lower forests has not affected 

the high altitude birdlife but it certainly has depleted 

che surrounding areas. 

HH: How stable is the government there? 

IR: It has been stable for a long time. A few years ago 

there was a conspiracy towards a coup and it was quashed 

before it got anywhere and they tried the people and I 

gues most of them are still in prison. 

HH: Is there a military man leading? 

IR: It is a military man but they do have sort of opinion 

polls to see what everybody likes, so I wouldn't call 

it an election but I think you can express your dis 

approval, if you dare. It is a stable country and he 

is a very good leader and I think such is the state 

of most African countries that the best form of govern 

ment for them at the moment, you know at this stage of 

their development, is probably a benign dictator and 

this guy appears to be that and 
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HH: He has been in charge how long? 1 0 years, 1 5, was he 

there with Guy Fosse Brushka? 

IR: Yes, I think he was when she first got there. 

HH: Did he come in with coup? 

IR: I am afraid that was before my time. He was, I first 

went there in '76 and he was there then and he has been 

there ever since and the country really has prospered 

under his rule, prospered in that he manages to, he is 

very diplomatic. I mean his neighbours Tanzania and 

Uganda are fighting and there is a problem in Zaire and 

so on and he sits in the middle and manages to keep on 

good terms with all of them. And he does the same thing 

with the Super Powers. He accepts aid from the Russians, 

aid from the Americans and the Chinese have built this 

super highway which has made the country even smaller 

because it used to be 6 hours from Kigali up through 

the mountains and now you can do it in an 1 /2 or 2 

hours. He is a very able leader of the country and I 

think a lot of people in Rwanda have a lot of respect 

for him. The only ones who don't are those who prefer 

to be in power themselves. 

HH: Is there any kind of Parliament? 

IR: I'm afraid I am ignorant of those matters but you can 

obviously find out from your own Embassy. 

HH: What is the government's position with respect to conser 

vation. I mean I read in a book, of course they are 

certainly on the records favouring it. 

IR: Yes, they inherited from, they were never a colony, they 

were just sort of a protectorate tagged on the edge of 

the Belgian Congo, so there were sort of Belgian advisors 
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there but they have always been self ruling. And they 

inherited from the Belgians the Albt*"National Park, the 

first national park in Africa which is the Urungas. Now 

to get the exact year when they designated that 

HH: 26 

IR: No, I was going to say Akigara as a National Park, but 

for several decades it had 2 National Parks, which is a 

fair proportion, about 10%, don't quote me on that, of 

the country's area as a National Park, which is good. 

The emphasis has always been on Akigara because it's a 

plains game park, you can drive around and see lions 

and I think the aim is always to try and make Akigara 

a mini East Africa. In fact you find when you go there 

that they have just taken one further step along that 

line and introduced giraffes to Akigara. They are not 

indigenous and there is no evidence that they had ever 

been there and what they will do to the ecology of the 

Park, I don't know. 

HH: How far is it from Ruwengari? 

IR: To Aki gar i? A day " s drive which is more relevant than 

the number of miles which I don't know offhand. I have 

got maps if you want to look at maps. So the govern- 

ment's attitude to conservation is that they have always 

been aware of its potential but have been fairly slow 

in realising it, but it takes time to set up these 

things. The system has been there for a long time, it 

just has not been working very well and always the 

Virungas/Urungas(?) was that cold rainy forest part 

where you cannot get a vehicle and nobody wants to get 

on and off in the country and I rather suspect, my 

interpretation, that their attitude towards the staff 

of that park was the same. He's a useless so-and-so, 

let's stick him up in the Virungas, a bit like Siberia, 

you know, send the incompetents up there. And so the 

Virungas never really did anything and Diane began her 



work there and I have no doubt she has got official 

permission to do so in the first place but that was 

probably as far as it went. Anyone who went up there 

just arrived. I went there in '76, I didn °t have to 

sit around in Kigali waiting for research permits and 

park entrance permits and things. 

of the mountain, flashed a letter 

nad taken by 

I went to the base 

from Lto~ Fossj 

park officials but by there, not was up 

the local people who work as porters and camp staff for 

Diane. Since 1978/9, the government has had a lot of 

money and advice poured into the country and in par- 

~lar to our 

Gti-J...a (?) project 

directly although 

see the Virungas 

authority . . . . . parks, by the moutain 

and which is nothing to do with Diane 

it arose out of her work. And they now 

as being the star attraction. They 

now realise that everybody who goes to Rwanda goes there 

because of the gorillas and they visit Akigara while 

they are there and they stay in the hotel and they bring 

in money and I think tourism is the third largest earner 

of foreign currency. I think 

HH: Also I have a figure that I read, that I picked up 

somewhere, that I read or picked up somewhere, that of 

the couriers 85% of it now is gorillas. 

IR: Gorilla orientated, yes. 

that. 

I would certainly agree with 

HH: I saw it in the book, I believe between '79 and '80 it 

doubled. Do you have any idea how much it's going up, 

I guess it has probably doubled every year, probably. 

IR: The person you should, how long are you in London for? 

HH: Leaving Monday night. 

IR: If you have a chance and we can try and if I have his 

phone number, there is a guy called Roger Wilson who was 

the last project field officer who has just finished a 

6 
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management plan for the park since he came back and he 

presented a paper recently where he was showing the 

graphs of the tourist figures and so on, and yes it is 

a steep slope and it has been rising very 

HH: Oh, I would 1 ike to get hold of that, you say you did 

have a number for him. I can get it before we go. 

IR: I can't think of it offhand. I can certainly give you 

FFPS number, you know the Flora and Fauna Preservation 

Society and then 

HH: Sure, he is with the FFPS? 

IR: Yes, he was paid by them while he was out there sort of 

loosely. I have got the . . . . . . . new number, in fact 

you can keep that. 

HH: Oh good, thank you, I'll just take the number off of it. 

He is at his Society? 

IR: They will be able to tell you his number. In fact if 

you have time on Monday it might be worth your while to 

go into that Society and talk to Jenny Woodman. Jenny 

has done most of the administrative work, the paper work, 

about the mountain gorilla project and although she is 

not sort of the one in charge, she will be able to lay 

hands on the various facts and figures you would require. 

HH: Well, how does the government organise itself around the 

conservation issue? I mean, what is the pecking order 

there. ORTTN, whatever it is, is the organisation that 

has the responsibility of all the parks 

IR: Yes. 

HH: So the director of that would report directly to the 

President, or do you know? 



8 

IR: I learnt on this bus trip, because in the past I was 

just a field worker, I mean I was was not dealing with 

governments and so on, at the worst I had to go and get 

a permit, but on my last trip, you know I have just come 

back from Rwanda, I was there officially in other words, 

going round the off ices and speak to people and I met 

and had a very good relationship with a man called 

Musabonimana and he is the, he works in the President's 

residence, the office of the President, and he's the 

president of the council which I understand governs 

ORTTN, so they presumably are the ones who give the 

directives to ORTTN. And the guy at the top of ORTTN 

I presume his actions are controlled by them. I am sure 

he sits on the council but he is not on his own, so 

Musabonimana was much more sympathetic and aware of, 

sympathetic to Diane, and aware of her contribution to 

the country, than the present director of ORTTN. Don't 

quote me on this because I am going to work there again. 

But the Habariyen, the present director who everyone 

calls Lauren, his first name, much easier, has been 

making life very difficult for Diane in the last couple 

of years, but Diane has seen directors come and go, 

come and go, so I think she always regarded these as 

temporary problems, if she got on with one it was great 

and very often they would start off, because they are 

totally green, they are put into this office from another 

imports and exports or something, and gradually they get 

to know the ropes and by the time they have moved to 

somewhere else, they really know what they are doing, 

that's the way governments work, but 

HH: But the man who is president of the council or director 

of the council, has he been in that position a long 

time? 

IR: I only met him on this trip, I don't know how long he 

has been there. 
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HH: Does he speak English? 

IR: Reasonable, he was very patient with my stilted French, 

so together we did have good conversations. I think yes 

he speaks reasonable English. So does Lauren. 

HH: She has had the consent of the government of course and 

support of the government ever since she has been in 

there, right? 

IR: In principle yes, and certainly the President regarded 

her fondly. I mean they were not close personal friends 

but on official occasions when she was there and he was 

there, he would make a point of greeting her and 

HH: She was a welcome guest. 

IR: In general, the only that 

there was when there was, 

there was any question over 

if you 1 ike, the changeover 

from the Vi rung as being a northern frontier park where 

no one really cared what went on so Diane could more or 

less act independently in her conservation work, cutting 

snares and so on, and then the gradual officialisation, 

if you can use the term, gradually making it more and 

more official as the mountain gorilla project came in, 

bringing money in, working through the government and 

making them realise the value of that park which they 

had, I am sure, under valued before. There was this 

conflict between Diane who wanted to continue her G~*-.~y?")~c~i',S 
work for which she had no formal authorisation and was 

really legally not entitled to do, I suppose you could 

claim it was a citizens arrest when you captured a 

poacher. But she felt that there was still a role, a 

need for that kind of work and that it was her duty to 

do it, regardless of the laws and the mountain gorilla 

project, because it wanted to build up a long term 

relationship and establish the conservation of the 

gorillas by the Rwandans, obviously had to work through 

government and that takes years of gradual, you know, 
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mutual trust building up and so on and during those 

years there was conflict, and there were, I gather, 

communiques going backwards and forwards from the state 

........ departments on what these American . 

were doing and acting as . . . . . . . . in the mountains of 

Rwanda. 

HH: It was acted by controversy then. 

IR: It was then in the late 1 79/0 80 and then Diane went to 

the States in '80. 

HH: Was that when she was told to stop trapping, I mean, 

to stop destroying traps? 

IR: That was in, I think that the first time she was told 

that was in '78 and that was when I misjudged an enounter 

with a poacher and got a spear in my arm. But that was 

no big deal, I mean the poachers are not going around 

steering misungas (?) but on that occasion I got it 

wrong, he defended himself at close quarters because he 

had not got room to run away and that caused some alarm. 

(Tea break) 

IR: I1d like to give you a copy of this but I have just come 

back from a trip when I gave away most of the copies 

of . . . . . . . If you want to photocopy that and send it 

back. Yes, well I have another copy but I just have not 

got enough copies to 

HH: Oh well if I can take it to the hotel and photocopy, 

I'll send it back before I leave, that will be terrific. 

Who wrote this? 

IR: I did. 

HH: Oh marvellous. 
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IR: ·But it is fairly good background information about 

Rwanda. 

HH: Terrific. What was that other thing, I want to read, 

while you have your pastry let me read that and we can 

not take your time to do it. 

The Death of Diane Fosse by Sean Kelly. 

American naturalist Diane Fosse was buried December 31st, 

1985 on the slopes of Rwanda's Mount Visoki. The . 

took place at the remote Kawasoki research centre she 

had founded in 1967. Nearby the graves of 13 mountain 

gorillas, an endangered species she had (not gorillas?) 

she had spent her life trying to Her cabin where 

she was brutally murdered by an unknown assailant lies 

a short distance away. The 53 years old scientist had 

been found dead in her mountain hut on the morning of 

December 27th. Eye-witnesses say she had been slashed 

across the face repeatedly with a Panga, an African 

machete. The Rwandan government investigation has taken 

most of her co-workers into custody for interrogation but 

so far no one has been charged with the murder. Friends 

find it difficult to conceive of a motive for the killing 

since no theft was involved. It is clear however that 

the act was carried out by someone with a detailed 

knowledge of Diane Fosse' s hut as well as its interior 

arrangements. The killer gained access to her bedroom 

by removing one of the corrugated tin sheets on the 

outside of the building. Most of this in the New York 

Times story that I heard already. Eye-witnesses say 

that it was the only entry point not blocked by furniture 

inside the bedroom. Both the veroci ty of the attack 

and the evidence of prior knowledge suggest that the 

act may have been one of personal vengeance. Shortly 

afterwards the murder was discovered the body was brought 

down from the research centre and taken to Kigali, 

Rwanda's capital. Dr Fosse's parents, Mr & Mrs Richard Price 

of California, had originally requested that 

their daughter's body be returned to the United States, 
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but when friends of the American scientist pointed out 

that she had told them that she wanted to be buried at 

the research centre, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . quote: "It is our 

wish that our daughter died and be buried at her 

campsite in the vicinity of the gorillas previously 

buried there, that is I hope that the camp will become 

a shrine in the memory of Diane and other students who 

have sacrificed so much of their lives in helping the 

rest of the world understand the mountain gorillas of 

Rwa rrd a l' The American Embassy carpentry shop built a simple 

pine coffin and early in the morning of December 31st, 

a small cortege headed up the steep mountain highway 

towards Dr Posse's base camp near Ruwengari. From 

there it was necessary to proceed by foot, 4 teams of 6 

African porters each alternating in carrying the coffin 

during the 3 hour climb up Mount Visoki at the Kawasaki 

research centre from base camp at the 8,000 foot level. 

The narrow path up the mountainside was slippery with mud 

from recent rains and the high altitude slowed many of 

the climbers. Nonetheless about 50 of Dr Posse's friends 

and co-workers attended the graveside service conducted 

by a local missionary, Reverend Elton Wallace, of St 

Helena, California, quoting alternately from both scrip- 

ture and Wallace spoke of the example Diane 

Fosse had set for others, both as an individual and as 

a scientist. Quote: "She gave up her life for her work." 

the Rwandan government was represented at the ceremony 

by Protias Zigiranyirazo who had known Dr Fosse for the 

11 years that he has been governor of Ruwengari province 

where Kawasoki is located. He gave a brief eulogy in 

Tinurwanda, the national language of Rwanda, praising 

the American scientist's work for mountain gorillas he 

said, quote "She had placed her life in the service of 

Rwanda." The burial site is in a grove of ancient, 

gnarled Hagenya trees, each heavy with moss. Nearby is 

the grave of Digit, one of Diane Posse's favourite 

gorillas in the group that formed the subject of her 

early research in Kawasaki. Digit was killed by poachers 

in 1977. 12 other gorillas, most of them also the 



victims of poachers have also been buried in the small 

cernetary on the north side of the camp. Each grave is 

marked with a sign handpainted by Dr Fosse, bearing 

the name she gave each of the gorillas she worked with, 

along with Digit's uncle Bert, Macho, Archessa, and 

the others, many of whom have become quite famous because 

of published articles . . . . . . 1983 . . . . . . . . . There had 

been no time to prepare a proper headstone for Diane 

Fosse. She had recently told a journalist that she 

wanted only a single name to be inscribed on her grave. 

(Isn't that interesting) How do you pronouce that 

Nuramajubily, that's the old woman who lives 

IR: That is one interpretation of it. 

HH: What are the others? 

IR: It's difficult to, I mean it's and it's very 

difficult for a white person to find out what a lot of 

Rwandans call it's never flattering at all, it's 

something rude and someone suggested it means a small 

person, not very tall, but others have pointed out that 

the Rwandans don't really go in for sarcasm, so, and 

others have suggested that it meant, it's a name applied 

to a woman who dresses very badly because although when 

Diane was in Europe and Arner ica, she had a very good 

dress sense and wore very expensive clothes, in the 

field she wore jeans and a jacket and the Rwandans had 

never seen a white woman who wore jeans and a jacket 

so that's another theory but I think it's very difficult 

to know precisely what it meant. That's what Diane 

thought it meant. 

HH: Her parents had been notified of this wish and her step 

father plans to bring a permanent gravestone from the 

United States. In the meantime co-workers have placed 

flowers on her grave near a small wooden marker that 

bears a now famous National Geographic 90 inch colour 

photograph of Diane Fosse surrounded by her closest 

1 3 
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friends, but not gorillas. These are all miscellaneous 

notes following this, correct, right, thanks. 

How does the legal system work there? 

idea? I mean, criminal system. 

Do you have any 

HH: Is there one in Kigali? 

tL WA ""-lo \..vJ CA. \ o t., 
6lA,r ' ~ f ovt\= 
L ~ asr: ver> o.A-; o>. ;Jc\ k ,;-, C)l~(~-h? 
~~· 

IR: There is one in Rwanda, sorry you mean Ruwengari, yes. 

I know that there is a police force and there is also 

IR: People are brought to trial . 

a security, like a state police. 

HH: Undercover, or do they wear uniforms? 

IR: I have not seen so, and when people are caught 

in the act then they are put in for trial so it seems 

like a conventional justice system. 

HH: It's not trial by jury, it's just a juc..i_ge. 

IR: I don't know. It isn't the sort of thing I have come 

across. 

HH: Who would know? 

IR: I would think that the person you want to deal with when 

you get there is Karl Rothman, the Vice Consul for the 

American Embassy. 

HH: He's at Kigali. 

IR: Yes, and he is looking after the details of Diane's 

death. 

HH: Is that Kar? 

IR: Kar, right. 
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HH: And he is pretty well up on everything. 

IR: Y b Use he deals with the es, eca 
more about it, ..... structure. 

know he'll government, 

HH: we go up there right on up to Ruwengari. 

IR: Well, are you expected by ORTTN? 

HH: Yes, well a cable was sent through Bondabak that we were 

coming but I have not made any formal arrangements beyond 

that. 

IR: Well I don't know whether John would have either been 

able to or done it. 

HH: I mean I told the American 

was going and she gave me 

I told the American Embassy, 

officer back here that I 

Bakards name. 

but I have a 

I don't remember her mentioning Hcff ma n . 

letter of accreditation from Life so I 

assume that I can just get in there. Hoffman you think 

though is the key figure there. He is in Kigali. 

IR: well 
p~ 
Baka rd I think it's ( ? ) will have Yes, 

sort of back photocopies of articles and things 

like that she has given to one or two people. 

may well do answer all your questions about 

But she 

and so on 

HH: Ian, what was your impression of the state of the inves 

tigation that they got in there? Where were they with 

it? 

IR: Their investigation has not followed what we would call 

the normal line of investigation. The cabin has been 

locked since Diane's body was taken out and I understand 

that the police did go up and and take finger- 

prints but I think this is all stuff that they don't 

normally do and whether it was effective or not, all I 
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say is . . . . . they, as you read, interrogated most of 

the camp staff, which is not always a gentle process. 

HH: What do you mean, hose them down or what? 

do you mean, it's not a gentle process. 
Like what 

IR: I mean, one or two of them 

HH: I won't quote you on this. 

IR: I think it depended on their attitude but certainly 

some of them do have bruises to show for it. 

HH: Beat the hell out of them. 

IR: Presumably if they just say they don't know anything, 

then they have to decide, is this man telling the truth 

or is he lying. And I think the way they do that is 

to hit him. This is Africa. On the other hand some 

people allege that police in our countries use the same 

techniques. No, I don't know how far it has got in 

terms of likely suspects. What I can tell you is what 

I think happened and the information that I put in their 

hands while I was there as a result of talking to Wayne 

.......... the researcher of the camp and if you read the 

New York Times article it probably has a summary in it. 

HH: Yes, well I would rather hear it from you. 

is all about the amulet and so on. 
I mean this 

IR: Wayne told me 

. . . . . . that he 

. . . . . . . . he thought a few day's after me 

remembered an incident where Diane had 

shown him a plastic bag containing a few bi ts of hair 

and skin that they managed to . . . . . . . . . . . . . and told 

him how they had come by this and this was a poacher who 

had been brought into camp by one of her patrols with 

and she had been questioning him and trying 

to find out names of accomplices and so on. She searched 

his clothing and in a letter to me she emphasised gently 

\ 

\ 
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.......... so she gently searched his clothing and found 
first of all another letter which showed that he is also 
a gold smuggler and that this was a letter with meeting 
places and names of people in Zaire whom he was ..... 
gold smuggling. I presume the police took that, I did 
not see any sign of it when I was . . . . . And she found 

sewn into the sleeve of his shirt a small, what she 
called a Sumu pouch, Sumu is a word meaning like voodoo 
or black magic. It can simply mean poisoning. if you 

have a grudge against someone you pay a witch doctor 
for a potion which will poison or it can mean more sort 
of psychological things where you put a hex (?) on 
somebody and they waste away, but it is a very powerful 
force in Rwandan society, especially in rural areas 
like around the park and Diane took this from the man 
and she said from being a very Kli poacher, that's Kli, 
fierce, aggressive, he became very low. She went into 
her bedroom to get some money to reward the guards, 
. . . . . to do so when they had been good working. When 
she came out the 3 guards were jumping up and down on 

the poacher who had been trying to grab the pouch back 
off the mantlepiece where Diane had put it and Diane 
kept the pouch, without the pouch obviously the man 
considered he was helpless, I mean, it was a charm, a 
good luck charm but many, many times magnified and I 
presume that Diane thought he won't come in the forest 
hunting without this because he would fear he would 
be squashed by an elephant or gored by a buffalo. 

HH: Was he a small game poacher? 

IR: He was found skinning a bush buck which is a large 

antelope. 

HH: That was his main quarry? 

IR: All the poachers in the Virungas are normally hunting 
antelope, buffalo, for meat and skins. They are not 



normally hunting gorillas. Only if they know that 

somebody is interested in buying a live baby or in the 

• 70 1 s there was this trade in skulls in hands, would 

they go and kill a gorilla. A) because it is dangerous 

and hard work and B) because if they are caught, they 

know it is a long bitter sentence. 

HH: How long? 

IR: I don1t know. So, they don't go around killing gorillas 

and there is no one who has set up business with gorilla 

HH: That's all over now as far as the way it used to be. 

IR: Gorillas are still occasionally killed but there is a 

reason for it. It does not happen all the time and 

with only 250 left, you could ha r dLy make a fortune 

setting up a gorilla killing business. So the man was 

skinning a bush buck when he was caught. Where have 

I got to? 

HH: Well, he was jumping up and down because he was trying to 

get the back. 

IR: The guards were holding him down and they took him 

away and he was sent to prison. 

HH: Did you get a name for him? 

IR: I don 1 t have a name for certain. I have a name and a 

photograph which are very probably him but I didn1t get 

his name off the, well Wayne the other people 

. . . . . . I guess I should have found out what the man 1 s 

name was and in Diane's letter to me he was not a poacher 

I knew, therefore she just said a poacher. 

HH: But does Wayne have his name? 

IR: He might be able to get from the Africans at the camp. 

1 8 
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He doesn't as far as I know. 

HH: You say you have a photo of him. 

IR: Well, I brought back from camp some films which were 
in Diane's cabin and I've just had them developed. Some 
of them are of gorillas and plants and some of them are 
of a poacher. Let me just, I am almost certain this 
is him but the only question is that in Diane's letter 
she said to me on November 11th in this report, this 
is developed the 14th, this is the date I would believe 
because when she is writing a personal letter, . 
date but in her report which is the last one Diane 
wrote, this . . . . . . . . . . . for the Digit fund anti 
poacher work and the miscellaneous one who tend to carry 
....... other than traps, one poacher Hategeka has 

speared and slain bush buck. She gives more 
details further down. On November 14th, the poacher 
Hategeka, is captured 50 metres from the park boundary 

having stopped to skin a bush buch in a trap. This 
poacher had been trapped by Kawasoki patrols in July 
1978 and was instantly released at that time upon payment 
of the fine. This time however the local park officials 
refused to let him go free even though offered the 
local $50 by his brother and the man still remains in 
prison That makes it even more sad because 
in this letter the original of which I have not received, 
it is written on November 24th and when I was sorting 

through Diane's affairs, I found a carbon copy of this 
typed letter and Diane also kept copies of corres- 

ondence. 

? To you? 

IR: To me, yes. 

HH: And this is the letter that you have been quoting from 

in the accounts of all this. 
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IR: Yes. 

HH: Let me ask you this Ian if you would be willing to do 

this. I have a letter that was sent to a woman who 

heads the Primate Protection Society in South Carolina 

and she gave me the whole letter. Now I'll ask you if, 

I don't know whether, how you feel about this, but the 

great advantage to me in doing this piece is that it 

enables me to get closer to her personality and anything 

else. Would it be possible for me to have access to 

that whole letter or are there things that maybe you 

would rather not? 

IR: It is mainly personal stuff. There's nothing I really 

would object you seeing. This is my own copy. 

HH: Let me show you this letter and if you feel that what you 

have would not be impinged on by my taking it, it will 

be extremely valuable for my purposes. The parentheses 

are my notes on the letter. 

\, 

(End of Side One) 

?) IR: are ~ot breeding. As far we know, you see the only draw- 

back is that Diane is right there but the American 

gorilla project guides they don't 

HH: But they are breeding? 

IR: As far as we know, the last full census was in 1981 and 

in that the general impression was that there were 17% 

more infants in the groups that were being guarded, i.e. 

by or being close to a guard station. 

HH: In the wild. Those that were not being 17% more? 

IR: More. (paper rustling) The change in Rwanda's 

statistically is significant and seems to be accounted 

for by a 16% decrease in the number of adults, mainly 
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silverbacks, and by another 17% increase ~n the number 

of immatures. The conservation implications, clearly 

the Rwandan gorilla population has benef i tted from the 

better protection afforded by the activities by the 

Kawasaki research centre for the mountain gorilla pro 

ject. While the greater proportion of immatures in the 

Rwandan sector analysis has revealedhas 

occured in the last 6 or so years which is the time 

that, which has been set up and is indicative of a 

heal thy population. The population of Zaire retains a 

capacity to have this but in Zaire there is still a lot 

of pressure. 

HH: Are they being vested (?) in Zaire. 

IR: Not yet, no, but there is an English couple, Conrad 

and Rosalyn Avelin, who worked on the gorilla project 

in Rwanda for a year or so and are now employed by the 

fact that the zoological society tried to set up a 

similar project in eastern Zaire. 

HH: But does this report confirm the fact that there are more 

births in consequence of that habituation programme? 

IR: That's the implication of this. 

HH: What is that report? 

IR: This is out of OREX by Conrad Avelin and Sandy Harcourt? 

HH: And are they talking about specifically the Rwanda thing 

or would this be about, I'm confused. It's the Rwanda 

programme they are talking about here, isn't it? 

IR: The moutain gorilla project is the Rwandan project. 

HH: Yes, of course. 

IR: They confirm that because the gorillas are they 

are better protected and they are not being ha r r a s s ed 
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by poachers, the harrassment by tourists is kept to 

one hour per day, a small group of tourists and I really 

do not think it harrasses the gorillas at all. 

HH: Yes, I was up there. 

so I think that~ing worried unnecessarily. Right, IR: 

HH: What is your reaction about your letter that you have 

there? 

IR: This is my only copy and I would rather not let it go. 

HH: Would you mind reading it to the machine? 

Are there parts you would rather not? 

IR: Well, a lot of it is irrelevant but if you think it 

would help you get to know Diane. 

HH: It would help me because you know when you are writing 

you don't know what parts you'll be for. 

IR: Right. 

Dear Ian, Well after many false starts, I am not sure 

that this might not be another one, I am answering, I 

want to answer yours of July 10th, wish me 1 uck. { We 

tend to write long letters to each other, so) I am sorry 

that I did not get a letter off before the twins' birth 

day on the 15th, that was my personal deadline to meet, 

but didn't make it. I imagine it was a wild day to aay 

the least, ~ope you took some pictures you can share 

with me when we meet. Thanks for your mum's address, 

I shall be writing to her shortly. I have recently 

heard that John Aspinall had a heart attack and 

is recovering at ho .... , still have not heard from 

his daughter, not once. (His daughter visited camp 

........ The next bit refers to when she came to Bristol 

BBC and they sent her a contract and she thought they 

were charging her a fee and I wrote back saying don't 



be silly, vt;<... fee that you are paid, you charge them for 
fees. So, she writes,((look at the definition of fee, 
it means fee, a charge, a debt, not a payment, bloody 
English. Now, having received the piddly odd sum in a 
cheque in a later letter, a sum that costs more to casht-t,.. ~ 
than it does to receive it, I realise just how back-Cl}>~ 

ward (?) the English~~ Enough on that, right:- I 

am thrilled and that is not a strong enough word about 
your first radio series, even if it is entitled "Bushy 
Tales" (meaning tales from the bush.} Are the next 1 O 

in the series going to be called "Finny Fables" ho, ho, 
ho. Seriously, as I have always told you, dumbhead, 
you have the greatest future ahead of you. There's 
nothing you can't do except maybe . . . . . . Gi.nd I suspect 
maybe that means paperwork1 Oh, well never mind, I am so 

. cz cot \Qf ~ta ii 'r proud of you Ian and always will be. . . 
I have not heard from him since that brief paper he sent 

to me which I believe I xeroxed for you and which . 
~.\.r-!cV\~ .~~- ... I am not even going to go into it, how 
about that? Nor will I go into the (blank, blank, blank, 

blan1k, ~bl?n~~f he .. IJYJ.. couple living in Ruwengari 
(.__ ll.u1 tut ' if I ' ..•.... ~fai~ \ don t know if you have come across 
Bill ~y (?)VJ~~ 1\--~ V~ ·-~~~VU:~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ C\<l '51-t \\JI~ 6\ wtl4 ~ ~ ~\ cJ ~J.,, 
-lf#;{,,#.. ~J.. ww~r: ii &.; VJ(.~ liU/1- 1~~ . L ~' ~ w ft.A~~ 
No I a~oing ~s~· 

IR: Yes, they are very nice people. 
get on with them or with Bill's 

But Diane did (not ?) 

research which 
were mainly to do with the people rather than the 

gorillas. I think he has produced some very interesting 

results. 

HH: Is he there still? 

IR: He's now working for US aid in Ruwengar i. His wife 
is epxeriencing problems 
Now, I am told we have 

that's Wayne ~ M-U\-~. 

with the work, 

a nice guy from America here, 

who I am very pleased to say 
had a good relationship with Diane and a 
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~l ~~}n 

superlative young man --~~ ... Ian I got plenty enough 
for the check ahoe t s , photos and your magazines, . 
was excellent as were all your articles, magazines which 
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I read from cover to cover, your writings is super- 
lative, that's my adjective. Xeroxing of the 
lens (?) check sheets came at an opportune time . 

................. write to Bob Bolton at ..... who had done 

clear to me from your letter. God willing 
this was not 

.l.~.f?.~ 
some black and white photos 

my files are a mess now but I feel certain I did. Ian 
I don't know what to say about Dave Attenborough, (she 
likes David Attenborough very much and has known him 
for a long time in a small way~- '!-.v-:1 ~ obviously 
he is involved in the mountain gorilla project and she 
feels that a lot of that money could be better applied) 

I ~~ ~ . . . . . . • • . • . . . • . 9 10' s of the ~ g1ve:11< to the mountain 

gorilla proje~y are giving to ~~fo'i<i, (and t.h ac ' s 
true because of Diane being famous, people think if they 

.. h . "11 . ";L?'1~h~~~·. give it tote mou t a i n qo r i a pr o j ec t t-r .. 1.-··.l·········· ~ 
I can only spend what time I have on the patrols, lately f ~ ~ 
on an awful lot of short term visitors, big contributors 

to the Digit fund, well big in my mind anylf.{aY.'~ 1 not ~ t0.tN-. \~Id. 
compared to what the~C\P ... t~ •••• putting ~-Diane's view 
of the ~ 0-A...C.. ~ ... was that they were spending large 

the conservation education, showing 

films to villages, schools, missions, settin_g urft%ri~c 
project, and although they did ~11y~~(/ 
thenupposed to be organising 

~d..JL_ h . the guard force as improved as 
p~, they have not successfully 

~ that the park should 

patrols and it is true 

a result of ~~ ~~.f i.. ,, 
(lM..d. I) lak? 

protected the park ~ -f-e.Qj- 
be protected before you 

sums of money on 

go spending vast sums of money on 

HH: That was the essence of her argument with what she called 
theoretical conservation. 

IR: Yes, that's right. The theory that if you go spending 

all this money on educating people, that in future will 
protect the animals. It's a theory which has yet to be 
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proven, but she felt that -- I can read you sections from another 

letter where she goes into that in some detail} I'm so sorry 

you couldn°t come out to camp this August, really I0d looked 

forward to seeing you again, hope your two trips to Tanzania 

work() out. (I take ~- fin Tt~}~ travel, I usually go to 

Rwanda every year and call in and see her, but this year 

the bookings were screwed up and I ended up going to Tanzania 

-- which was great. I could see the gorilla but I didn't see 

Dian~. When this was written it was just a minor irritation. i.\-•s ~ t1AM.iJ... ~ 
Thank you for your views on the Wilderness Guardian,(which is 

a book I reviewed,) nice title, if I ever get out of here 

upright I will surely look for it and buy it. She was referr~~ 

ing to her health. 

HH: Which has deteriorated badly. 

IR: So I understand, yes. 'Look for it and buy it ... ' 

Invaluable is a nicer word than superb. You must have 

a great library by now. ~-~-~\"'t.~.fc:cf'~ .. is truly 

continuing well. As of the end of October 
(UJU1. rh.,._,M ~/\rt' s 

they had spent 5 ~ percent ..... o'n---~ and had cut 

d 75 f · h · w41 t own percent ewer traps in t e same time . . . as 

which resulted in 2,264 traps destroyed (that's 184) 

In the past four weeks my patrols caught four poachers 

and know that isn't you easy. Three were Zairois, . 
. . ~1<.. Mt-. V1~lht 
inJured ~~ 

serving six months 

captured right near where you were 

despite their nationality they are 
~~ 

in the~ ... prison on top of a heavy fine. I have a. 
~t, 

the~ good rapport with the current Conservator not 

Director and he works well for me down below. Now, the 

fourth poacher captured on November 11th right near 

the Souza group on his tra~ line~ (?) skinning a 

beautiful female bushbuck, a bloody ~~ {and she said 

here November 11th, the other report says 14th, so I 

would go by the 14th now.) Right near the Souza group 

on his trap"lt.t line. He is one of the last of the old 

timers. I hope that he has survived in the 



HH: How do you spell that? 

IR: S-E-B- 

HH: Is that the one she refers to earlier, is that the one 

who killed Digit? 

IR: Yes. She goes on S-E-B-A-H-U-T-U is nearly dead in the 

~~- hospital. As I hope you remember, he is the 

killer of Uncle Bert,~. !Cw.<!-{.~~ so many othersJwhom 

h .. c .. Jl~oj",..Jl ,,_11-r\,/\~m~h d1~ •• t e Digi t{w~ .. .tn~. Y:"f."'."v.-;· I ear conflicting reports, he 

has been so badly beaten as an informer, which he 

certainly was, he has TB, he has pneumonia, he has been 

poisoned which I can believe, again this is ..... whatever, 

he is not expected to live much longer. Kamirigano (?), 

(this is one of the workers on the camp) a houseman, 

has had a huge surgery on his stomach, which is strongly 

suspected to have been cancerous, but I honestly do not 

know the details nor ... the surgeon who is a good friend 
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R prison. Rwandan prisons have a high mortality. 

He is also a smuggler (gold) between Zaire and Rwanda. 

Thus one of the trackers, I won't mention his name, 

reckons that he will be 

he could buy his way out.) 

quickly released. (Because 
So far, no. I gently examined 

his clothing, to find a letter between him and his dealer 

in Walikoli (which is a town in Zaire) setting up 

appointment places for gold deliveries and then found 3 

packets of 5.\..\ ~' and bi ts of skin and vegetation all 

looking like vacuum cleaner debris. I still have them 

(Nasty lady!) It was 1 ike taking a nipple from a baby. 

He just deflated after I took them. I was very tempted 

to explore his anus for bits of gold, but the appointment 

dates were off. ~hat's a joke, OK?) SeBahutu (who is 

a notorious poacher) is nearly dead in the R~~ 

hospital 



27 

has to write me. surgeon Wut off The yet same 

Kamirigano's father's leg earlier this year (he's had 

cancer) Ian, if you have any one minute, please write 

to him via DP105. Can I give you ... 

Sure, I'd be delighted. 

And send him a picture of yourself and your family 

I will make sure your letter and contents get to him. 

Thank yo~- ~A two-year-old male gorilla was confiscated 

in the ~ka border which is between Uganda and 

Rwanda, spelt C-Y-A-N-I-K-A three weeks ago. It died 

shortly thereafter. My sources of information are 

different from those of Wyatt's connection with ~GP 

Mark, ~ ~J ~VtW\.d . 

Mark Barnard White, is that what she means? I didn't 
understand that reference. 

from .. 
My sources are different 

No, those are the whites, the white people. 
St.u_ ~J tu ~ cu (1 r~ ivv ~M~ ;-- 

Oh, yes 

She tended to speak as if she was the whites. 

Mark, Mark Condiotti? 

IR: Mark Condiotti and Barnard The Rwandi security 

killed one Rwandese severely poacher, injured another, 

my best sources 
ytAq . 

I ~ two nights 

and 

of 

imprisoned four, all according 

info. According to Barnard, who 

to 

ago under extremely adverse conditions, no-one yet knows 

from where the ..... came. Maybe Mupobura, maybe Gehinga 

maybe these are three I know maybe Nikena. 
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it cannot come from any of the fringe groups around 
Nisoke, which my men have checked regularly, and 
recheck upon request from the M.<;i..P........ I just 
wonder how many others died to obtain this baby. This 
was three weeks ago, ie beginning of November. (r heard 
that the security forces have lightweight submachine 
guns. I don't know if it was at a village, or if 
they were trying to smuggle it across the border, but 
they went in there and there was a fire fight. 



This is the story of a woman who loved apfS 

Paraphrase the story of the new yorker woman who loved hr.;;r gorilla; 

then pat.cer son, who found hers in a zoo and loved her; and then 

fossey kho went into the wilderness and loYd!d hers, enough to die :£or 

them 

why should people love gorillas? alaDXM root~s reason~the human 

connection; the anthropomorphic reason--seeing yourself in them; 

they are a model of the human family. 

The teeth of a gorilla re like the teeth of a lion 



RWANDA LENf L FRICA 

Dear Betty, 

Poor you - juet a note to $ay taat today I'm 
sendi•€ anotker 3 rolls of film. Actually most 
of tae film saould go to N.G. but tkis is aainly 
people/~orilla aiad I want tkem for gifts so would 
prefer to do it privately. Will le really anxious 
to see if or how taey turn out. It seems as taough 
I'm &otheria~ you wita alot of work espe•ially durin' 
your busy aoliday season amd I do feel cuilty about 
tais. 

Had a lovely ~est here for only two days earlier 
tais week - Mrs. Carr, the American lady wAo has 
lived i• Rwanda for 15 odd years supportiag kerself 
wita various and sUJldry projects. Now eke is raisin~ 
caickens and selling dried flower arrangements! Sae 
is 64 years old thouga •ertaialy doesn't look it and 
aad to walk for 3~ aours - rou~• elimlin~ musa of the 
way - i• order to see Group 5. I felt so sorry for 
her but s~e felt it was worth tae effort amd at least 
I was alle to get some pictures of her witn tke little 
monster, Pablo, w~o climbs onto everyone he meets. 
Puek, the lens-inclined fellow, seems to ~e out-growin~ 
ais mauling period and now comes up to me to sit down 
and "chat." It is so weird. He oomee rigis.t up to my 
side, plops down a•d, lookin' me direetly in the eye, 
ee~ins very seriously a lon, tirade of relating past 
events, (?), injustiaes by Ais family, (?), aow t•e 
weather aas been treatin~ taem (?)., and OD it ,oee. 
All do•e in soft dronee and aums sometimes witA mouth 
opeAin~ and cloein~ as thoug• ke were trying to 
imitate Auman conversation. He did tAis witA Mre. 
Carr present and I tkou~kt ske was goi~g to faint at 
tAe strangeness of it. 

TAe mew Englisk student ie ,oing to drive me 
crazy as ae loves to talk, talk, talk, talk. Otaer 
tklan tb.at ae is a nice c!ta.p; erazy about the project 
I gave kim - diggin~ worms out of duA~! 

• 

Must olose for now as porters due soom, but did 
want to tell you about the film coming - it will be 
re~istered as "' <lways - just in case something ltappened 
to it enroute."-- 

' 

I hope you all have a wonderful aoliday se~son. 
I'll be certainly thinking of you. 



-~SD 
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W1 L D LIFE 
ONT HE 

WALL 
Posters, cards and educational displays. 

WOW Posters, 
P.O. Box 308, 
Bristol, BS99 7LQ. 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF 'WILDLIFE ON THE WALL'. 

And thank you for your purchase of NDUME - the silverback mountain gorilla. 

Images of wildlife are used all around us - in advertising campaigns, on posters 
with witty captions, and so on - but they do little to increase our respect for 
the animal involved. We have launched WILDLIFE ON THE WALL (WOW) for people who 
appreciate wildlife for its own sake. NDUME is the first in a series of quality 
posters and cards depicting selected species in their natural habitat. Whether 
framed, mounted or simply stuck on the wall, we believe you will enjoy living 
with our portraits of wild animals in wild places, and that their beauty will 
increase your awareness of the threats to their future. 

You can hardly ignore the plight of the few remaining mountain gorillas 
when one of them is gazing down at you frQm your living room wall! 

WHY A GORILLA FIRST? 

Because gorillas are special. Along with chimpanzees, they are our 'zoological , 
next of kin' - so different from us, and yet so alike in many ways. They are 
particularly special to WOW Posters because Ian lived among the mountain gorillas 
for more than two years, and still visits them regularly when leading special 
interest tours to Africa. As well as doing research and conservation work, Ian 
helped to make TV documentaries such as the memorable gorilla scenes in the BBC 
'Life on Earth' series. It seemed fitting, therefore, that our first poster 
should be one that encourages people to appreciate gorillas. 

MOUNTAIN GORILLAS. 

The cool, misty forests of the Virunga Volcanoes, where the borders of Rwanda, 
Zaire and Uganda meet, are home to about 250 mountain gorillas. Further north 
in Uganda's Impenetrable Forest, perhaps another 100 survive. That is the total 
world population of this, the rarest of the three gorilla sub-species. 

Mountain gorillas are larger and hairier than their lowland cousins - 
perfectly adapted to life in a montane rainforest. They live in stable family 
groups led by a silverback male - so called because of the saddle of silvery hair 
that develops when he reaches maturity. He leads a harem of up to five or so 
females and as many as a dozen offspring of varying ages - including sometimes 
one or two young silverback sons who have yet to go off and found their own family. 

Ndume was just such a young silverback when Ian first met him, but before he 
left his home group, the old leader died. Ndume stepped in as the boss, but his 
youth and inexperience did not impress the females. They left to join more mature 
silverbacks in neighbouring groups. Ndume now leads the remaining immature males 
in a batchelor group. But he has a serious disadvantage; when young, he lost 
his right hand in a poacher's snare. 

This hasn't prevented him from developing into a splendid silverback, and we 
hope that he will overcome his disability and win some females to start his own 
family group. 

A gorilla's day is a very leisurely affair. Mornings and afternoons are 
spent feeding on plants such as bedstraw, wild celery, thistles and nettles - 
apparently immune to the stings and prickles. Stems and roots are carefully 



GORILLA CONSERVATION. 

peeled, and leaves are gathered into thick wadges before eating. By late morning 
the gorillas are full, so they settle down for a siesta; ~aults rest and groom 
quietly whiie the kids wrestle and chase and play. At dusk; e-ach·gorilla builds 
a nest to sleep in - always a new one every night - except for the infants who 
snuggle up in their mother's bed. 

The forest has always provided them with their every need, but most of that 
forest has now disappeared. And although they have no natural predators, there 
is still the problem of poaching. 

GORILLA WARFARE. 

Mountain gorillas are attacked for several reasons. The gruesome trade in 
gorilla skulls and hands has now largely been stamped out - thanks in the main 
to worldwide publicity arising from TV programmes such as 'Life on Earth'. 
But amulets made from gorilla teeth are still openly on sale in Eastern Zaire. 

Several of the gorillas Ian introduced Sir David Attenborough to have since 
been killed by poachers attempting to capture live babies. No reputable zoo 
would today accept a wild-caught ape, but the illegal trade continues - fuelled 
by the high prices some zoos are prepared to pay (up to $75,000 for a young low 
land gorilla). Gorillas are also caught accidentally in wire antelope snares, 
resulting in the loss of a hand (as in Ndume's case) or foot, or worse - a slow, 
painful death from gangrene. 

In 1978, after poachers had slaughtered a young silverback known as Digit, two 
things happened. First, Dr Dian Fossey - the American zoologist who had then 
been studying Digit's family for more than 10 years - set up a fund in his memory. 
Donations to The Digit Fund (c/o R.Randolph CPA, P.O.Box 25, Ithaca, N.Y.14851, 
USA) enable Dian, who dedicated her life to the gorillas, to organise anti 
poacher patrols with the Park Guards and her expert trackers. 

Secondly, the Fauna and Flora Preservation Society (FFPS) launched the Moun 
tain Gorilla Project (MGP). The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) soon joined FFPS along 
with the People's Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and the African Wildlife 
Foundation (AWF); a consortium was formed to work with the Rwandan government to 
save the gorillas. Three inter-dependent approaches were taken: 

1. To improve protection of Rwanda's Pare National des Volcans by equipping and 
motivating the guard force to go on patrols, cut snares and capture poachers. 

2. To develop tourism; the park now earns vital foreign exchange for Rwanda so 
the government now values it. And anyone can now go and sit with the gorillas for 
an hour or so - an incomparable experience. 

3. To introduce conservation education. The long.term future of Rwanda's parks 
can only be assured if the Rwandese themselves care about them. Environmental 
studies are now on the school curriculum, gorillas now appear on-Rwa ·- tes 
~life Cfiibs are forming in sc oo s. Even the farmers around the volcanoes 
are aware of the forest's Value to their Water supply. ihe)rtrave-:f\rst VO untarily 
rerurned to the park some o·f-+l:Te-l-a-R-Ei-t-he-y a-Ei-<=--1-ea~or J.lltivatioR.-- 
~ continues, andEfif!fi!crr ptoj'"e'Cts-are ta-rting in Zaire and Uganda. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP. 

If you are keen to help the gorillas, please contact FFPS (c/o Regent's Park Zoo, 
London NWl 4RY) for fund-raising ideas. The easiest way to help conserve wildlife 
in general is to support any (or all) of the charities mentioned. Write for details 
to: WWF, 11-13 Ockford Road, Godalming, Surrey GU7 lQU. 

AWF, Embassy House, Harambee Avenue, P.O.Box 48177, Nairobi, Kenya. 
PTES, Ramble House, Meadrow, Godalming, Surrey GU7 3JX (there is also a 

Young People's Trust for Endangered Species). 
You can learn more about gorillas by reading 'Gorillas in the Mist' by Dian 

Fossey, 'The Wandering Gorillas' by Alan Goodall and 'The Year of the Gorilla' by 
George Schaller. Best of all - JOln a gorilla watching trip to Rwanda! Watch out 
for advertisements in magazines such as BBC Wildlife and The Traveller. 

Ian and Caroline Redmond. 



Ian Redmond, BSc, CBiol, MIBiol. 
Wildlife Biologist and Photographer 

60 Seymour Avenue, 
Bishopston, 
Bristol BS7 9HN 
Telephone: (0272) 46489 

Gorillas, Elephants, 
Crocodiles, Frogs, 

& Dragons. 



SAY 'GORILLA' to many people in Britain and 
one image Will spring to mind: a certain TV 
presenter surrounded and eventually sat upon 
by great mountain gorillas. What was .not clear 
to millions of Life on Earth viewers was how 
these erstwhile monsters of white hunters' 
memoirs came to welcome David Attenborough 
(and a BBC film crew) into their midst. 
Wild gorillas are, quite naturally, terrified of 

human beings - the only ones they ever meet are 
usually on the other end of a rifle, spear or 
arrow. But thanks to one remarkable woman, a 
few gorilla families in the misty mountain 

forests of Rwanda, Central Africa, have 
learned to trust certain people. Dr Dian 

Fossey managed to break 
down the barriers, 
raised by generations 

of conflict and 

{<l\-'l:>1olrM£s 
22-28 FEB¥ARY 1986 

fear, to form her own bridge of understanding. 
To achieve this, Dian spent most of the past 19 

years living in a tin hut on the slopes of Mt 
Visoke, an extinct volcano. It was there that she 
met her untimely death at the hands of un 
known assailants in the early hours of 27 
December 1985. On Sunday Nature returns with 
a report on the impact of her work. 
Although she had no formal scientific training 

- her background was as an occupational 
therapist in a Kentucky children's hospital - 
Dian was an acute observer and had an empathy 
with the animals she studied. It was this that 
helped lead to her greatest breakthrough - an 
understanding of gorilla etiquette. 
Convinced that the gorillas would not harm 

her, she approached them each day to within a 
few yards and gradually learned how to commu 

nicate. Using body language and sounds to 
reassure them, she eventually won their 
confidence; so much so that, in later years, ) 
young females would allow their tiny in 

fants to play on her legs. Once the groups 
became accustomed to the daily visits of their 
'tame' human, Dian was able to study the 
intimate details of their family life. 
What began as one woman in a tent soon 

became a collection of huts as other students of 
animal behaviour joined her for varying periods. 
Around her work grew the Karisoke Research 
Centre - primarily for gorilla studies, but also 
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Intimate strangers 
The murder last year of 
Dr Dian Fossey (below) 
shocked conservationists 
ioorld-unde. Ian Redmond 
pays tribute to her 
pioneering work with 
Rwanda gorillas 
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used by botanists, ecologists and film crews. 
But this sense of growth was terminated on the 

last day of 1977 with the death of a young 
silver back gorilla known as Digit - the first of the 
study group to be killed by poachers. The shock 
of finding his body, head and hands hacked off to 
be sold to ignorant souvenir-hunters, is still fresh 
in my rriind, I had known Digit only for a year, 
but Dian had watched him, for more than a 
decade, developing from an infantile bundle of 
fun into a strapping young silverback. From then 
on, she changed the emphasis of her activity from 
research with some conservation to full-time 
anti-poacher work. 
Dian launched the Digit Fund to carry out 

what she referred to as 'active conservation' - 
combing the forest to destroy antelope snares 
(which also kill and maim gorillas) and raiding 
poacher camps to confiscate their weapons. By 
chance, it was at the time of Digit's death that 
the Life on Earth film crew arrived at Karisoke. 
David Attenborough alerted the Fauna and 
Flora Preservation Society and a major conser 
vation programme was launched, also involving 
the World Wildlife Fund, the People's Trust for 
Endangered Species and the African Wildlife 
Foundation. 
Anyone can now travel to Rwanda and sit 

with the gorillas for an hour or so. Thanks to 
techniques developed by Dian, groups of gorillas 
have became accustomed to small parties of 
well-behaved humans (the trip includes a crash 
course in gorilla etiquette), and thousands have 
experienced the thrill of being accepted, tempo 
rarily, into a gorilla family. 
Dian was murdered eight years almost to the 

day after Digit was killed. But such were the 
achievements of those eight years that the 
future of the gorillas and their forests is - 
providing the work continues - more or 
less assured. If mountain gorillas still 
roam the Virunga volcanoes in the 
next century, it will be largely 
attributable to the dedication of 
Dian Fossey.• 
Ian Redmond, who was a friend 
and colleague of 
Dr Fossey, has 
just returned 
from Rwanda 
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I Society pages 
Dr Dian.Fossey 1932-1985 
The brutal murder of Dian Fossey last Christmas 
sent a shockwave through the scientific com 
munity, but it did not come as a complete surprise 
to those who knew her. Since the start of her 
gorilla fieldwork 19 years earlier, she always did 
her utmost-without regard for personal safety 
to thwart the activities of poachers, wood-cutters, 
cattle herders, and other illegal encroachers in 
Africa's oldest national park. Conservation, how 
ever, was not her original objective 

In January 1967 she began a study of mountain 
gorillas that looks set to continue long after her 
death. Probably the greatest single contribution 
she made to our knowledge of what she termed 
'the greatest of the great apes' was to develop 
techniques for their habituation. With a mixture of 
submissive body language and contentment 
vocalizations, she won their trust and confidence 
and thus observed their intimate social life in 
greater detail than ever before. This research 
gained her a PhD at Cambridge University in 
1976 and became the subject of her book 
Gorillas in the Mist (Houghton Mifflin, 1983). 
Her habituation techniques are now the basis of 
the highly successful gorilla tourism, which plays 
such a key role in the Mountain Gorilla Project, 
and the long-term records of the Karisoke 
Research Centre, which she established, provide 
an incomparable legacy for the scientists who 
now succeed her 

But it was her approach to conservation that 
generated controversy. She set up a US charity, 
The Digit Fund, to back what she termed 'active 
conservation'. Like the front-line members of 
Greenpeace, she was prepared to take direct 
action to protect animals at risk (even without the. 
legal authority to do so) Her ideas were often 
criticized for being dangerously short-sighted, but 
as long-term plans for the gorillas' survival evolve, 
most would now acknowledge that without Dian 
Fossey's dedication, there would be few, if any, 
mountain gorillas roaming the Virungas for which 
to make long-term plans. 
Ian Redmond. Director. The Digit Fund Inc 

FFPS' s gift of binoculars 
Until the late 1970s China's attitude to its wildlife 
270 

was often negative; it was considered best to kill 
animals where they were of potential damage to 
crops or livestock. Times have changed, and now 
central and provincial governments are fervently 
trying to save what is left. 

Major Ian Grimwood, FFPS Vice-President, 
visited Yunnan in 1984 and was impressed with 
the efforts of the Yunnan Provincial Forestry 
Bureau in Kunming, which is responsible for wild 
life and ecosystem conservation in the area. It has 
a relatively low human population and much 
undisturbed wildlife habitat, ranging from low 
altitude monsoon forests in the south to snow 
covered peaks rising 6700 m along the border 
with Burma and in the north. Since 1980 the 
Forestry Bureau has established 22 nature 
reserves to protect all the Province's indigenous 
fauna. So far 15 reserves are staffed. and the 
Bureau hopes to raise its number of employees 
from the present 1000 to 2000 as soon as 
possible. 

One of the most valuable reserves is Xishuang 
Banna Reserve, which covers 200,000 ha near 
the Laotian border. Its forests contain tiger. 
leopard, clouded leopard, golden cat gaur. 
muntjac, green peacock, silver pheasant and 
great, brown and Indian pied hornbills, to 
mention only a few. There is a genuine effort 
being made to protect the integrity of the reserve, 
but the Bureau is short of vehicles and equipment 
that would make its work easier. 

At Major Grirnwood's suggestion, FFPS used the 
Oryx 100% Fund to donate six pairs of bin 
oculars to the Xishuang Banna Reserve staff in 
recognition of their efforts to save the wildlife of 
the region The letter reproduced here records 
their appreciation. 

The Forestry Department of Yunnan Province. 
Kunming, 

Yunnan, People's Republic of China. 
Fauna and Flora Preservation Society, 
Respectable ladies and gentlemen, 
The six pairs of binoculars, contributed by all of 
you, have been passed on to our department by 
our Forestry Ministry. Our department has 
delivered the binoculars to the national preser 
vation regions of Xishuang Banna, where they 
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RHINO CRISIS 

Time for Action - 

The plight of the Black Rhino in Kenya has been well 
documented over the past few years. Numbers have 
fallen from 20,000 in the early '70's to around 300 
today. While there has been much talk about the 
"rhino crisis", little positive action has taken place 
mainly because no one could say how best to tackle 
the poaching problem. As discussions continued the 
despicable trade in rhino horn for "medicinal 
purposes" or for Arab dagger handles gathered 
momentum. 

1985 was the end of the line for the Black Rhino; 
unless action was taken it would be too late and wild 
Black Rhino in Kenya would be a thing of the past. 

Photo: Bill Travers 

A bleak future in the sterile depravity of zoos seemed 
an imminent reality. 

Working closely with two of Kenya's most senior 
Wildlife Officers, Ted Goss and Bill Woodley, Zoo 
Check has moved quickly to set up a revolutionary 
new scheme that will give Black Rhines the best 
chance of surviving in their natural environment. 

With the cooperation of the Kenyan Director of the 
Wildlife Conservation Department, Mr Daniel 
Sindiyo, and the assistance of Brooke Bond, the tea 
people, Zoo Check has acquired enough special 
"rhino fencing" to enclose an area of four square 

cont. on page 3 
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ZOO CHECK AIMS 

1. To CHECK and PREVENT all types of abuse to captive animals and wild life. 
2. To PHASE OUT zoos and, where appropriate, support conservation centres. 
3. To PROMOTE international support for the conservation of animals in their 

natural habitat. 
4. To END the taking of animals from the wild. 
5. To ENCOURAGE respect for the natural world and an understanding of its 

inter-relationships. 
6. To PEACEFULLY PERSUADE zoos and national and local governments to 

accept and promote our aims. 

THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN CONTRIBUTING ARTICLES ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF ZOO CHECK 

I,., 

ZOO CHECK W_ELCOMES 

NEW CONSUL TANT 

We are delighted to welcome !AN REDMOND BSc, 
CBiol, M!Biol, to' Zoo Check as a consultant, 
following the tragic death of· gorilla expert, Dian 
Fossey in December. Ian is a wildlife biologist and 
photographer and spent two years with Dian Fossey 
and the Mountain Gorillas of Rwanda and Zaire doing 
research and conservation work and helping to make 
four documentaries for American and British TV, 
including the famous gorilla sequences in the BBC 
"Life On Earth" series. 

With "Operation Drake" he studied frogs and reptiles 
in the forests of Papua, New Guinea and surveyed 
the fauna and flora of two dormant volcanoes in 
Kenya. It was on one of those, Mount Elgon, that 
he took the first photos of elephants underground 
(in a cave where they go to eat the mineral-rich rock) 
and has since returned there to make a more detailed 
study of this unique phenomenon by living in the cave 
for two months. He is well known for his radio and 
TV appearances on natural history programmes and 
for his fascinating and highly popular public lectures. 
His concern is to promote research and conservation 
by actively discouraging poaching. Dian Fossey 
described him as "An outstanding student helper, 
he shared my aim to balance research with the goal 
of saving the imperiled mountain gorillas that I was 
studying." 

He is currently involved in the Dian Fossey Memorial 
appeal for the Mountain Gorilla Project (see back 
page for Poster) and is a trustee of the Digit Fund. 
He has written the obituary to Dr Fossey for this issue 
of the newsletter. 

NEW PATRON. WILLIAM CASH M.P. 
William Cash is Member of Parliament for Stafford. 
First educated at Stonyhurst College in Lancashire, 
he went on to study at Lincoln College, Oxford and 
in 1967 qualiTied as a· Solicitor, specialising in 
constitutional and administrative law. He won the 
Stafford By-Election in May 1 984 when he entered 
the House of Commons. 
An avid campaigner for cutting through Red Tape 
he has always displayed interest and concern for 
environmental issues and our heritage. His recent 
appointments include, Secretary of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on East Africa and Member of 
the Select Committee on European Legislation. His 
advice and support will prove of great value to Zoo 
Check. 

NEW PATRON. SALLY ANN HOWES 
Sally Ann Howes' career has spanned the 
entertainment capitals from Hollywood to Broadway 
to London's West End. 
Daughter of one of England's greatest comedians, 
Bobby Howes, Sally Ann made her film debut at the 
age of twelve in Thursday's Child and followed this 
with thirteen films including the classic Dead of Night 
with Sir Michael Redgrave and Anna Karenina with 
Vivien Leigh. 
Her stage successes include Summer Song, Hatful 
of Rain and Paint Your Wagon,' after which she went 
to New York where she starred in 'My Fair Lady' for 
two years. Between stage shows and numerous TV 
appearances, Sally Ann filmed 'The Admirable 
Crichton' with Kenneth More and 'Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang' with Dick Van Dyke. 
On her return to London she played Mrs Anna in 'The 
King and I' at the Adelphi Theatre and then played 
opposite Tommy Steele in Frank Laesser' s 'Hans 
Anderson' at the London Paladium. She has recently 
completed the first recording of Richard Rodger's 
last musical 'I Remember Mama' with George Hearn. 
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OBITUARY TO DR DIAN FOSSEY 
1932-1985 

by Ian Redmond BSC, CBiol, MIBiol. 

The murder of Dr Dian Fossey, last Christmas, 
brought to a pr~i;nature end the life of one of 
the best known, and sometimes controversial. 
figures in zoology. Her work with mountain 
gorillas spanned 1 9 years, but such was the 
momentum built up by her dedication and drive, 
that others will continue it long after her death. 

Dr Dian Fossey had a very straightforward 
approach to conservation: if animals are 
threatened, you must act directly to remove the 
threat. But to be fully accurate, one should add 
'whether or not you have the legal authority to 
do so'. Like the front-line members of 
Greenpeace, Dian Fossey was prepared, where 
necessary, to sidestep the slow processes of 
international conservation and take direct 
action to protect animals at risk. Since the start 
of her fieldwork in the Virunga Volcanoes, she 
has, without regard for personal safety, done 
her utmost to thwart the activities of poachers, 
wood-cutters, cattle herders and other illegal 
encroachers in Africa's oldest National Park. 
Thus her brutal murder, although it sent a wave 
of shock through the scientific and 
conservation communities, did not come as a 
complete surprise to those who knew her. 

But Dian Fossey did not set out to fight 
poachers when she began in 1967. Under the 
guidance of her mentor, the late Louis Leakey, 
she planned to pick up the threads of George 
Schaller' s pioneering study of mountain gorillas 
around Kabara, in the Pare des Virungas of 
Zaire, formerly the Albert National Park of the 
Belgian Congo. That plan was terminated only 
six and a half months later during a political 
upheaval in the Kivu Province of Zaire. It was 
then that she turned her attention to the 
Rwandan sector of the Virungas and set up a 
new camp in the saddle between Mount Visoke 
and Mount Karisimbi. Over the years that camp 
grew into the Karisoke Research Centre, the 
source of most of our knowledge of gorilla 
behaviour. 

Dian Fossey' s ·approach to behavioural studies 
was largely descriptive, and her success was 
attributable to an acute eye for detail and a deep 
empathy with the animals she was studying. 
This latter quality, along with the probability 
that silverback ma!e gorillas felt less threatened 
by a female observer, led to her greatest break 
through - the habituation of gorilla groups to 

the presence of a 'well-behaved' human in their 
midst. The Fossey Technique has since become 
the standard method for habituating wild 
gorillas for both research and tourism purposes. 

In the face of such non-aggressive behaviour, 
the gorillas began to relax. As the study groups 
around Karisoke became more and more at ease 
with their human observers, many behaviour 
patterns were documented for the first time. 
Schaller ( 1 963), for example, never saw 
females groom silverbacks, and seldom each 
other. In relaxed family groups, it is almost a 
daily occurrence. Interactions between groups, 
the demise of old groups and formation of new 
ones, and the subtle power struggles between 
father and sons in one group were all 
documented over the years. Dian Fossey often 
stated that the longer the study continues, the 
more valuable each day's observations 
become; as the life histories of individuals born 
into the study groups unfold, with known 
parentage and kinship ties, so our under 
standing of the underlying social mechanisms 
that govern gorilla society increases, enabling 
us to view our own society with a clearer 
perspective. 

Other workers continue to build on her long 
term records, so it may be that Dian Fossey' s 
greatest contribution to our knowledge of 
gorilla social dynamics has yet to be realised. 

Although research was the primary objective, 
Dian Fossey took a characteristically 
uncompromising attitude to the various threats 
facing the gorillas. In 1 967, the area around 
Karisoke was suffering from, to use her phrase, 
'wall to wall cattle' and poachers were hunting 
antelope and buffalo quite openly. 
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With no authority other than the conviction that 
she was right, Dian set about driving the cattle 
herders, poachers, wood-cutters and other 
encroachers out of the Park. In 1969 there 
were plans to cultivate Pyrenthrum flowers 
(which are processed to make insecticides), 
right up to the 3,000m level of the Karisoke 
Research Centre in the Karisimbi-Visoke saddle. 
Forty percent of the Rwandan Park National des 
Volcans was appropriated by this scheme, 
backed by the EEC, but thanks to Dian Fossey's 
efforts in alerting international conservation 
bodies, the new Park boundary was drawn at 
8,500 feet and some of the cleared land was 
returned to the Park (although it was another 
decade before it had regenerated sufficiently for 
gorillas to utilise it). 



.,,. 
Anti-poaching saved Gorillas but made human enemies. Pie. Ian Redmond 

One of the key events in mountain gorilla 
conservation took place on 31st December 
197 7. Poachers setting antelope snares came 
across Study Group 4 and, to fulfill an order 
from a dealer, killed a young silverback known 
as Digit. He was the first of the study animals 
to be killed by poachers; the shock of finding 
his body, head and hands hacked off to be sold 
to ignorant souvenir-hunters, is still fresh in my 
mind. I had known him for only a year, but Dian 
had watched him for more than a decade, 
developing from an infantile bundle of fun into 
a strapping young silverback. We decided that 
Digit's death should not have been in vain and 
set about publicising it. 

Dian set up a 'Digit Fund' in the US to raise 
money for anti-poacher patrols, and over the 
next couple of years the emphasis of her field 
work changed from academic research to 
almost wholly anti-poacher work. 

A few days after Digit's death, the coincidental 
arrival of Sir David Attenborough, to film 
sequences for the BBC Television series "Life 
On Earth" led to the establishment of the well 
known Mountain Gorilla Project (MGP). Digit 
Fund money was at first channelled through the 
MGP via the African Wildlife Foundation, but 
controversy arose when Dian objected to the 
way the monev was being spent. She felt that 
the first priority for the use of conservation 
money should be to stamp out hunting in the 
Park; ergo, until the short term goal of efficient 
protection is achieved, vast sums should not 
be spent on the long term goals of conservation 
education and tourism (which, she feared, 
would put further pressure on the gorillas). 

In recent years she acknowledged the success 
of the MGP in changing attitudes towards the 
Park and its wildlife in Rwanda, but has 
resolutely maintained her stance that anti 
poaching work is the primary responsibility of 
conservationists. Despite her failing health, she 
returned to the Virungas from Corne! in 1983 
to put her ideas into practice again. In 1984, 
Digit Fund patrols out of Karisoke, both with 
and without the park guards, destroyed 2,264 
traps in 34 7 days; 1 8 animals (antelope, hyrax, 
porcupine, etc.) were released from traps 
unharmed and 7 poachers were caught and 
imprisoned; none of the 76 gorillas monitored 
from Karisoke were harmed by poachers. 

By the end of October 198 5, although 5 Yi% 
more time had been spent on patrol, 7 5 % 
fewer traps had been cut. Poachers are still 
being seen, and occasionally caught, hunting 
antelope but they are using bows and arrows 
more than snares - a clear advantage for the 
gorillas because the snares are indiscriminate 
and young gorillas are killed or maimed by 
accident in them. 

The research and conservation work that arose, 
both directly and indirectly, from Dian Fossey's 
efforts has ensured a future for Gorilla g. 
beringei. She succeeded in breaking down the 
barriers raised by generations of fear, conflict 
and mutual misunderstanding, to form a bridge 
of understanding between ourselves and our 
zoological next of kin. If mountain gorillas still 
roam the Virunga Volcanoes in the next 
century, it will be largely attributable to the 
dedication of Dian Fossey. 
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The overall cost of the project is high but UFAW believes that the 
work is so urgent that it is funding the_ first phase of_ the work 
itself. To continue, however, further finance (approximately 
£31, 000), which is beyond UFAW's iimit_ed. resources, rs required 
and every effort is being made to obtain it. 

Trevar B. Poole 
(UFAW Director of Research} 

GOKlllA POSTEi( 
A portrait of NDUME as a young 
silverback, photographed by 
Ian Redmond. Now available as 
a full colour poster (approx. A2 
size) by sending £2. 50, inc. p&p, 
to: 

Wildlife On the Wall, 
38 Lime Road, 
Bristol BS3 lLT 

Free information sheet with every 
purchase. 

Obituary to Dr. Dian Fossey { 1932-1985) 

The brutal murder of Dr. Dian Fossey, last Christmas, brought to 
a premature end the life of one of the best known, and sometimes 
controversial, figures in primatology. Her work with mountain 
gorillas spanned 19 years, but such was the momentum built up by 
her dedication and drive that others will continue it long after her 
death. 

Dian Fossey began her fieldwork in January 196 7, the second of 
Louis Leakey's 'ape-girl' proteqees . Although she had no formal 
scientific training (Leakey wanted female observers with open minds 
for his proposed long term field studies of the great apes) she 
went on to gain her Ph.D. at Cambridge University, and the now 
famous Karisoke Research Centre grew up around her work, which 
was mainly funded by the National Ceoqraphic Society. She origin 
ally intended to build on the foundations laid by George Schaller's 
study of gorillas around Kabara in the Zaire section of the Virunga 
Volcanoes (then the Belgian Congo) . That plan was terminated 
after 6~ months by the political turmoil which then shook that part 
of Zaire. Undeterred, she moved her camp to the Rwandan sector 
at the southern foot of Mt. Visoke and began again, in September 
1967. Apart from occasional lecture tours, the time spent writing 
her Ph.D. thesis and a three year period as Associate Professor at 
Cornell University, Dian Fossey subsequently spent all of her time 
living and working at Karisoke. 

Her approach to behavioural studies was largely descriptive and her 
success was attributable to an acute eye for detail and a deep 
empathy with the animals she was studying. This latter quality, 
along with the probability that silverbacks felt less threatened by a 
female observer, led to her greatest breakthrough - the habituation 
of groups to the presence of a 'well behaved' human in their midst. 
Her technique for habituating wild gorillas has 'Since become the 
standard method for both research and tourism purposes. 

As the Karisoke study groups became completely at ease with human 
observers, many behaviour patterns were documented for the first 
time. Schaller ( 1963), for example, never saw females groom silver 
backs, and seldom each other. In relaxed family groups it is almost 
a daily. occurrence. Interactions between groups, the demise of old 
groups and formation of new ones, and the subtle power s tr uqqle s 
between father and sons in one group were all documented over the 
years. Dian often stated that th~ lon_ger the study continued, the 
more valuable it became; as the life histories unfold, of individuals 
born into the study groups, with known parentage and kinship ties, 
our understanding of the social mechanisms that govern gorilla 
society increases. Other workers continue to build on her long term 
records, so it may be that Dian's greatest contribution to our know 
ledge of gorilla social dynamics has yet to be realised. 

Although research was the primary objective, Dian Fossey took a 
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characteristically uricornp roml s irtq attitude to the various threats 
facing the gorillas. in 1967 the area around Karisoke was suffering 
from, to use her phrase, 'wall to wall cattle' and poachers were 
hunting antelope and buffalo quite openly. With no authority other 
than the conviction that she was right, Dian set about driving the 
cattle herders, poachers, woodcutters and other encroachers out of 
the park. 

One of the key events in mountain gorilla conservation took place on 
31st December 1977. Poachers setting antelope snares came across 
study group 4 and killed a young silverback known as Digit. He 
was the first of the study animals to be killed by poachers; Dian and 
I felt that his death should not have been in vain. The Digit Fund 
was set up in the U.S. to raise money for anti-poacher patrols and, 
over the next couple of years, the emphasis of Dian's field work 
changed from academic research to almost wholly anti-poacher work. 

A few days after Digit's death, the coincidental arrival of Sir David 
Attenborough, to film sequences for the Life on Earth series, led to 
the establishment of the well known Mountain Gorilla Project. Digit 
Fund money was at first channelied through the MG P via the African 
Wildlife Foundation, but controversy arose when Dian objected to the 
way the money was being spent. She felt that the first priority for 
the use of conservation money was to achieve the short term goal of 
stamping out hunting in the park; ergo, until the park is efficiently 
protected, vast sums should not be spent on the long term goals of 
conservation education and the encouragement of tourism (which, she 
feared, would put further pressure on the gorillas). 

In recent year> she has acknowledged the success of the MGP in 
changing attitudes towards the park and its wildlife in Rwanda, but 
has resolutely maintained her stance that anti-poaching work is the 
primary responsibility of conservationists. Despite her failing health, 
she returned_ to the Virungas from Cornell in 1983 to put her ideas 
into practice. Jn 1984, Digit Fund patrols out of Karisoke, both with 
and without the park guards, destroyed 2, 264 traps in 347 days; 
18 animals (antelope, hyrax, etc.) were released from traps and 
seven poachers were caught and imprisoned; none of the 76 gorillas 
monitored from Karisoke were harmed by poachers. By the end of 
October 1985, although SH more time had been spent on patrol, 75% 
fewer traps had been cut. Poachers were still being seen, and 
occasionally caught, but they were using bows and arrows more often 
to hunt antelope (a clear advantage for the gorillas because the traps 
are indiscriminate, killing and maiming young gorillas by accident). 
Unfortunately, no such comparative figures are available for patrols 
organised by the MGP. 

The research and conservation work that arose, both directly and 
indirectly, from Dian Fossey's efforts has ensured a future for 
Corilla g. beringei. If she had never been to the Virungas, there 
would be few, if any, living there today. 

Ian Redmond 

-PRIMATE SOCIETY OF ,,GREAT BRITAIN 
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founded n_n May .::Z2nd :i 96 7 by 1he Primate Group of the Zoological Society 
.of London 

FOUNDING COUNCIL 

J. 'R. Napier {President)~~- r'. 'Micha~} (Hon. Sec.), R. J. Andrew (Hon. 
Treasurer) J E. 11. Ashton, .L. D. Brookes , C. R. Coid, P. Cotes 
J. H. Crook, J. Davies, R. N. L'-W-Fiennes, R. A. Hinde, G. H.' Manley, 
-1. Rowlands, A .. C. Warren, L. Weiskrantz. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

1967 - 1970 
1970 - 1973 
1973 - J.976 
1976 - .1979 
1979 - 1982 

J. R. Napier 
'R. P. 'Michael 
R. N. T-W-Fiennes 
M. H. Day 
R. D. Martin 

PAST SECRETARIES 

1967 - .1970 
1970 - 1974 
1974 - 1975 
1975 - 1978 
1978 - 1981 
1981 - 1985 

R . P. Michael 
K. R. Hobbs 
V. Reynolds 
R. D. Martin 
A. F. Dixon 
S. K. Bearder 

PAST TREASURERS 

1967 - 1970 
1970 - 1974 
1974 - 1977 
1977 - 1980 
1980 - 1984 

R. J. Andrew 
A. Jolly 
D. J. Chivers 
E. B. Keverne 
L. Aiello 

OSMAN HILL MEMORIAL LECTURERS (established 1977) 

1978 M. H. DAY - Human evolution: fossils and concepts 
1980 R. A. HINDE - Primatology and the social sciences 
1982 f. BOURLIERE - The niches of primates within tropical rain-forest 
1984 P. M. BUTLER - Problems of dental evolution in the higher primates 

Printed by Top Copy, Bristol. 



HUMAN NATURE 
Wayne was i nforrned by the US 
Consul that he was about to be 
charged He was devastated by 
the news, bur because he had 
only completed 10 months or a 
two-year study-not enough Ior 
his PhD thesis-he planned ro 
stay in Rwanda and try 10 prove 
his innocence." McGuire did 
stay for several df)ys but finally 
terr the country on 2 August. 

No auernpt was made to swp 
him leaving the country and 111 
late August, alter the release of 
the press bulletin, the US C'o11s11 I 
in Rwanda role! ABC'Wll.DLlt'E that 
the Ministry of J us rice had nut 
yet issued the warrant for 
McGuire's arrest, and that as 
there was no exrraduion treaty 
between Rwanda and the United 
States, McGuire was now safe in 
rhe US. 
"Bur," Redmond said, ··rhe 

incident has mined his academic 
career. Wayne had been plan 
ning his research for two years; 
he had Dian Fosseys full perrnis 
sic» to use the long-term records 
on the gorilla groups and hacl 
grants and permits tO live in the 
Pare des Volcans for two years. 
"Now, unless he can clear his 

name, he will have t0 pay back 
the grants and find another 
research project elsewhere. All 
that 011 cop or the horrific experi 
ence of finding his friend and cot 
le ague murdered." Redmond 
said that the Digi r Fund was 
grateful to him fen keeping the 
research and anti-poacher patrols 
going, at the expense of his own 
study rime, until the new director 
arrived i11 April. 

111 the w.rr to save Duich Muss. 
These culminated in May with ;111 
announcement hy the Scouish 
Office th<1l work on Durch Moss 
had been s11-.pe11dcd while tile 
Macauley Institute Ior Suit 
Research cvulutuccl j hc 
Casilchi!l reserves. 

Duich Mo" is cir gre;11 impor 
ranee Ior its l;rrgc i111;1c1 lillg puol 
system Ctl1ll;1i11i11g suh'>littlli<tl 
ureas o! spln1g11um 111l.-.-., rurc 
pc:1tl:111d p1<1111 s, 11u11H:rom 
dr;igonllie'> :111cl hrccdi11g wad 
ers, divcv-, :111d wilclfuw] The 
crucial player in ihc drn111;1, 
thuuuh , li<ts hccu the (in:c11h1nd 
whi1~-rru111cd gllusc, a rnrc 
Arel ic 1J<:s1i11g species which 
winters Lill the hug pools ;111LI is 
pnllel!cd 1111dcr A1111ex I or the 
Emopc;111 Cu111111u11i1y\ Direc 
tive: llll lhe C'llll'>Cr\'illi1111 or Wild 
Birds. 

It is this pru1c·c1io11 which 
caused the Eurnpca11 Commis 
sion lu :11111ounce h11e t:1s1 yc:tr 
[hat it intrndcd tu take 11ic 
British Govcrn111e11110 rile Euro- 

Geese, whisky 
and second site 

American blamed 
for Fossey murder 

T his month should see the 
publication of Lhe results 
of a srucly into rhe suit 

ability for. whisky production of 
peat reserves at the Isle or Islay\ 
Casrlehill, as n possible alterna 
tive to Duich Moss (sec unc 
w11.tJL1l'E, Augusr 1985). The 
tuner site leapt into the public 
eye just over a year flgo, rot low 
ing the public meeting org:1111-,cd 
by Friends of the Earth to win 
support for saving the moss, 
winter ho111e to more than 601J 
Greenland white-fronted geese. 

Most of the populur news 
covernge ar the time ignored the 
facts of the issue ancl concen 
trated instead on the 1·ecl herring 
of Jobs-versus-geese. The rapid 
exit of conse1·vatia11ists from the 
hostile meering see.med 10 herald 
defeat, bur since then there has 
been a long series of othe 1· b:Ht ks 

American scientist ~rands 
accused of the murder of 
Dr Dian Fossey, the well 

known gorilla researcher who 
was hacked ro death lasr Christ 
mas al her remote Karisoke 
Resenrch Centre in the Pare des 
Volcans. Rwnnda (see BHC 
11 IWL!FE, March 1986). 

On 21 August 1986. after an 
eight-month investigation by the 
Rwancl:rn police, a press bulletin 
from rhe government carried an 
announcemenr that Wayne 
McGuire, rhe 3-l-year-olcl doc 
toral candidate who actually dis 
covered Foss~y\ body, was robe 
charged with her murder ancl 
rhat five Rwandan staff of the 
research centre were t0 be 
clrnrged as conspirators in a plot 
t0 get rid of Fossey. 
The motive was said co be 

McGuire's desire to steal Fos 
sey\ data co enhance his own 
research.,The statement went on 
t0 say that McGuire had disap 
peared from Rwanda on 27 July 
and that an international warrant 
for his arrest was to be issued. 
Interpol was also alerted. 

When asked ro comment on 
this development, Ian Red 
mond, a director of rhe Digit 
Ft1nd-the charity which sup: 
ports and <tdministcrs Kari 
sokc-saicl, ··The Rwandan 
police appear to be making a ter 
rible mistake. l visted Karisoke 
on 26 July-the very clay that 

Chernobyl's worst is yet to come 

Tony Samstag reports from Norway on r::idioactivc reindeer, 
disconsolate Laplanders and a cleposit of caesium fallout just 

embarking on its 30-year half-life. 

N uclcar power has from 
the start evoked an 
instinctive re1Tor in many 

or LIS. From Hiroshima tO 
Winclscale/Settafielcl ro Cher 
nobyl, there has been precious 
little reassurance for those who 
doubted that atomic energy 
could be other than an ever so 
slightly mitigated evil. The most 
interesting thing about Cher 
nobyl is nor rhat it happenecl 
that was alt too inevitable-but 
that its effects on rhe natural 
environment seem likely robe so 
rnuch more profound than any 
one had expected. 
As early as mid-May, barely 

three weeks after Chernobyl 
exploded, Norwegian scientists 

1 sounded the first environmental 
nore of warning when they 
announced thar reindeer, and 
people who lived wirh ancl from 
them, might be ar risk. During 
the atmospheric nuclear tests of 
the 1950s and 1960s, they r·e 
called, the lichen and mosses on 
which the reindeer feed almost 
exclusively in winter, and which 
rake most of thci r nourishment 
directly from the atmosphere, 
had been found to a rrract 
radioactive isotopes of iodine, 
strontium ant! especially 

caesium, which became progres 
sively concenrrntcd as rhcy prng 
ressecl up the foocl clrnin. Sumc 
of the Laplanders, or S;imi, :1s 
they are known in the Nordic 
countries, we1·c thought to h:1ve 
absorbed lS to 30 times as much 
radiation as orher Norwegians 
during rhat period. 

lt was several months before 
much of rile British press 'dis 
covered' the reindeer story-and 
then they got it wrong.' Scn1·c 
scories proliferntcd: rei11decr 
were to be sL1ughtcrcd in large 
numbc:rs bcc:1use of the radic)ac 
riviry they hacl <tbsurhcc.l; the 
hunting season for elk :111d deer 
111igh1have10 be canccllcd;.many 
thousands ;1mo11g the Sami popu 
lation we1·c i11 rear or their liveli 
hoods amt even their lives; rhe 
high A1·cric was to be virtually 
denuded of wildlife as OtlC 
species after anothcr succumbed 
to the creeping death from Clicr- 
110byl. 
The trnth was rather 11101·c 

reassuring than rhat-:111d less. 
In fact, the reindeer wuuld have 
been slaughtered anyway: they 
are culled routinely each year, 
abour 73,000 or rhem, 8,0UO from 
the wild Norwegirm herd, the lasr 
in Europe, and the rest from 

"' "" {i 
Vi 
~ 
~ "Sorry about this, buddy, but the limit on those things 
" is half a dozen-looks like you're one over." 
£'----------------------------·----~ 
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DISCUSSION DOCUMENT CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE KARISOKE RESEARCH 

CENTRE AND THE CONTINUATION OF DR.DIAN FOSSEY'S LIFE WORK. 

I. a. The Dian Fossey Foundation (D.F.F.) is proposed as an umbrella 

organisation to further the different aspects of D.F. 's work. 
~ l.b. The D.F.F. will administer the Digit Fund so that every penny 

given to the Fund can be spent on active conservation. 

I. c , If sufficient funds are available in the D.F.F., they should 

be invested to provide an annual income which will support the 

Karisoke Research Centre (K.R.C.) in perpetuity, and pay the salary 

of the Field Director. 

I. d . The D.F.F. will sign an a~reement with the Rwandan Government 

which will ensure the long term future of the K.R.C., and continue 

its dual role of academic research and anti-poacher activities. 

2 . a . The Digit Fund will pay for a Conservation Officer to be based 

at Karisoke and to organise patrols of K.R.C. trackers and ORTPN 

park guards, either together or separately. 

2. b. The Digit Fund will continue to reward guards and trackers who 

cut snares and capture poachers. 

The Digit Fund will, if agreeable to ORTPN, provide new, light- 2 . c . 

weight sub-machine guns for guards to use on patrols. This should 

both improve the 'esprit de corps' of the guards and act as a deterren 

to poachers. 

2 • d • 

ensure a permanent guard force and to facilitate patrols out of K.R.C. 

2 . e . 

The Digit Fund will construct· new guard quarters at K.R.C. to 

It will also construct guard huts on Karisimbi and Muhavura in 

order to facilitate patrols in those areas of the park. 

If practicable, portable radios will be provided to enable 2. f. 

guard patrols to maintain contact with their HQ at Kinigi or K.R.C. 

Where possible, these proposed improvements will be carried out 2 . g . 

with the help and cooperation of the Mountain Gorilla Project. 

3 . a . The D.F.F. will undertake to improve the fabric of K.R.C.and 

repair huts as necessary. 

The D.F.F.will attempt to widen the scope of the research done 3. b. 

at K.R.C.to include other animals, plants and the ecology of the park. 

hold the long term records, theses, reprints and other books relevant 

to K.R.C. research topics, including subscriptions to relevant journal~ 

3 • c . 

3 . d . 

batteries to light the cabins abd laboratories. 

Solar panels and wind generators should be provided to charge 

A small library and laboratory should be built at Karisoke to 



4.a. Staff of the K.R.C. should be given some sort of honorary status 

by ORTPN, although they will continue to be paid by K.R.C., in order 

that due recognition be given to their role in the protection of the 

park and the continuation of the research. 

5.a. The D.F.F. will help to build and equip a visitor centre, to 

be built either at the base of Visoke or at Kinigi, to be called 

the Dian Fossey Memorial Museum, incorporating displays of K.R.C. 

research, photographs, videos and a small lecture hall. This 

should be aimed at both foreign tourists (who should be charged an 

admission fee) and local people (who should be admitted free). 

5.b. This centre should form part of the MGP conservation education 

,, Ian Redmond 

Digit Fund (U.K.) 

38, Lime Road 

Bristol BS3 )LT 

England 

Tel: (0272) 631971 

Rane Randolph 

Digit Fund (U.S.A.) 

P.O. Box 25 

Ithaca 

N.Y. 14851 

U.S.A. 

Tel: (607) 273 5749 

programme and be a joint venture between MGP and DFF. 

6 • a . The K.R.C. should remain solely for research and anti-poacher 

patrols, and not be converted into a tourist camp or tourist attractio 

6.b. The grave of Dr Dian Fossey should not become a tourist attracti 

6.c. The study groups should remain the subjects of study by K.R.C. 

researchers and not converted into tourist groups. 

6.d. For the purposes of research, the tourist groups should 

occasionally be visited by K.R.C. researchers so that accurate records 

of numbers and group composition can be maintained. 

6.e. Park guards should be trained in basic gorilla census techniques 

so that whilst on patrol they can monitor gorilla groups in parts of 

the park seldom visited by researchers. Thus a fairly constant pictur 

of the population can build up, and, demographic changes in the whole 

population be followed. 
Kigali, Rwanda, 16,1.86. 

This document represents only the preliminary ideas of Ian Redmond 

and should not be regarded as a firm commitment. All suggestions 

from interested parties are welcomed and should be sent to: 



PROPOSED STRUCTURE FOR THE CONTINUATION OF DR.DIAN FOSSEY'S LIFE WORK. 

Investment income. 

Public donations and l 
grants given for the 
'active conservation' 
work of K.R.C. 

Academic grants and donations Royalties from books, films 
from bodies such as Leakey and television programmes. 
Foundation, National Geographic, 
N . Y . Z . S . , e t c . 

Donations from individuals 
interested in research. .----= DIAN FOSSEY FOUNDATION (D.F.F.). 

THE DIGIT FUND. KARISOKE RESEARCH CENTRE (K.R.C. ). -- --- --- --- ...... -- - D.F.F. and O.R.T.P.N. to sign 
accord to ensure the future of 
K.R.C. and its dual role of 
academic research and active 
conservation. 

Full cooperation 
with Mountain Gorilla 
Project to coordinate 
anti-poacher work. 

Affiliate to: 
University of Rwanda, 
Cornell University, USA, 
Cambridge University, UK. 

to appoint 

Board of Scientific Directors Administrative Trustees 

to appoint 

K.R.C. Field Director. K.R.C. Conservation Officer. =~~----~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~--J 
Responsibilities: 

to live at K.R.C.(min.2yr term), 
to lead anti-poacher patrols, 
to coordinate ORTPN patrols out 

of Karisoke, 
to conduct gorilla census when on 

patrols outside K.R.C.study area, 
to assist in research if time allows. 

Responsibilities: 
to live at K.R.C.(min.2yr term), 
to maintain long term records, 
to coordinate other researchers, 
to build up library, reprints, etc., 
to maintain fabric of K.R.C., 
to assist conservation work in 

emergencies, 
to undertake own research. 



Further thoughts Otl the nia~q~sev F'oundcJ tion ( QF'f). 

1.b. This should read ''The llFP will cover any administrative 

costs incurred hy the Digit Fund Trustees, so that every penny 

given to the fund can be spent on active conservation. 

1.e. The DFF sh~uld be governed by a council,comprised of 

friends, relatives and colleagues of the late nr Dian F'ossey, 

which will endeavour to ensure her work continues. 

3.e. ~ssuming sufficient funds are available, the DFF will 

award grants to support researchers studying the flora and 

fauna of the Virunga Volcanoes. 

3.f. In particular, promising Rwandan students will be 

supported and eric oo r ag ed to do research at Karisoke. 

Ian Redmilind, Bristol, U.Y-.,20t1.86. 
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INTERVIEW OF IAN REDMOND 

• HH: Harold Hayes 
IR: Ian Redmond 

HH: She boxed up out to Ithica which was through 1980. 

IR: That's the material which I put into a box to go to 
archives. I thought it should be archive material. 

HH: Which part, your diary? 

IR: The diaries and notes, and her annotated copy of "Gorillas in 
the Mi st" and that sort of thing. If its gotten there, I 
hadn't heard, but if it has made if from the American embassy 
to Washington, it's the Prices. 

HH: My understanding is that the Prices have sued to take the 
materials, or at least they had a court order to take it, but 
that's been resolved. They were able to go in and see it, 
but they couldn't take it out of Ithica. Stacy told me that 
it depended upon how the will was probated. If it was 
probated in California, they'd have clear claim to anything 
because the will wasn't witnessed. If it was probated in 
Ithica, its a possibility that the Digit Fund could claim the 
materials for themselves . • IR: That's the "can of worms" as you would say. It's unfortunate. 

HH: Let me start first with you. Tell me how you got to go there. 

IR: When I was at the university, I used to run the biology 
society and it wasn't an elected post it was because no one 
else wanted to do it. In running it, it meant that I could 
invite people who . 

HH: What university was this? 

IR: At Keele University in Stuffogen(?). The advantage of 
running the society was that you could invite speakers who 
interest you and at that time Sandy Harcourt had just come 
back from Africa and was writing up his PhD at Cambridge. 

HH: That was in 1973, 1974? 

• 
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Redmond Interview 

• IR: No, this was early 1976. He came along and gave a lecture 
and we talked. 

HH: Had you known him before? 

IR: No. On the basis of those conversations, I wrote to Dian and 
said that academically I may not be the tops but I wouldn't 
mind the hardship and I was prepared to do anything from 
making the tea to whatever you need. 

HH: What had you done like that before? Had you been out in the 
field? 

Not abroad. I travelled on my own across the states and 
around Europe and I'd worked with reindeer in Scotland. 

HH: Oh really! What were you doing there? 

IR: 

IR: I was a herdsman, which involved looking after the reindeer, 
walking across the tops of the hills and seeing where they 
were. 

HH: Was it a national park up there? 

• IR: This was in the Kangles(?) It also involved taking parties 
of visitors into a very large enclosure and calling up the 
reindeer and giving them minerals and feed so that the 
visitors could pet them. They were semi-wild, semi-tame 
reindeer. When you think about it, it's not too far from 
that to working on the tourism with the gorillas. I was 
studying biology as a means to pursuing my lifelong interest 
in natural history and I wrote to Dian. I wrote to Dian and 
didn't hear anything, as with all letters you write when 
you're about to graduate (a lot of nos and very short 
replies). Later in the summer, I was actually in Germany on 
an exercise, I was in the TA then. 

HH: Like the National Guard. 

IR: I guess similar. I was in the medics and I got back to the 
barracks one day and there was this very exciting envelope on 
the bed with lots of fancy stamps which had been forwarded 
from home. The gist of the letter was if I could get out 
here they would try me. 

HH: Where was home? 

IR: 

• 
I grew up in Beverley, in east Yorkshire. So, the letter 
basically pointed out all the drawbacks and how a large 
proportion of the students that she had working up there she 

-531- 



considered hadn't succeeded because they hadn't produced any 
good work. They hadn't stayed long enough to do good work. 
She pointed out that the lack of social life, the cold, the 
paperwork and so on and she said something which ... Have 
you seen the BBC article? I'll give you a copy of that 
because it has a little quote from the letter, which to me 
summed up the whole thing, and still does. The words were to 
the effect of "All those things pale to insignificance 
compared to the joy of being with the gorillas and its 
working with them and having their trust and confidence that 
is the reward." Anyway, I wrote back saying that it was 
great and she sent a list of useful things that I could bring 
and suggested that I meet up with someone and we could arrive 
together and save on getting a helicopter. 

Redmond Interview 

It was chapped called Alan Robert Braerton. 

Was he the Scottish gentlemen? 

He was American. He had spent time in Scotland. 

Oh yes. He had planned to come and never really came. 

I met him later in Scotland where he was doing some work. I 
managed to get a lift, what's called an indulgence flight on 
the RAF and paid about 6 £to get a bus, it also gave you 
your food and I think that was all it covered. 

HH: Did you get that through being in the Territorial Army? 

IR: I think that was because my father was in the Army at the 
time, and its normal for ... usually because you're going 
to visit your relatives who are stationed abroad. That got 

l• ~··~ me to~· I tried hitching, but the tankers on their 
~~Kegali didn't stop. I got a train up to Nairobi. 

This was my first time in Africa so this was very exciting. 

HH: This was in 1976? 

• 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: • IR: 

IR: 

• 

Who was that? 

Yes in October. When I got to Nairobi I found that all the 
flights to Rwanda had stopped because there was a coup in 
Barundi and the planes were grounded in Barundi, so I was 
stuck in Nairobi for a week or two. Eventually I got there 
and found someone who would take me up to the base of the 
mountain, and walked up to camp. It was actually after dark 
when I arrived there. The people who were with me, the 
porters were trying to talk to me and the phrase that sticks 
in my mind is that they said that she was crazy in her head . 
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Redmond Interview 

• I think that the locals did have that opinion of her. They 
knew about her temper and so on. 

HH: Was Tim White there when you got there? 

IR: Yes. He's the one who introduced me to the gorillas. Have 
you talked with him? 

Yes I have actually. 

I'd like his address, I was hoping to get in touch with him. 

I'd be glad to give it to you. How long was Tim there while 
you were there? 

I arrived in the beginning of November and he left the 
following February. 

Was Kelly there? 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

i-: IR: 

HH: 
v IR: 

HH: 

• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

~ HH: 

~ 
IR: 

v 

HH: 

.... IR: 

HH: 

._./ IR: 

HH: 

/ IR: 

• 

Yes she was. 

She had already been there when you got there. 

Yes. She was working on her PhD then and she'd worked before 
for some time when she first worked as Dian's assistant. 

This was after her cabin had burned down too? 

I believe so. Yes, in fact it was. 

So you stayed there from 1976 to 1978? 

Yes. It was just over eighteen months, the first stretch, 
and then I went back to England. I was only in England for 
about three months when we got the news of Uncle Bert being 
shot and I went more or less straight out there. 

And then how long did you stay? 

At that time until the end of 1978. 

And then you went back again? 

I was back in 1980, working for the mountain gorilla project. 

With Webber and Vedder. 

I took over when they left and their replacements couldn't 
get out until later in the summer, so I filled in for about 
three months. 
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Redmond Interview 

• Did this put a strain on your friendship with Dian? HH: 

IR: Not at all, no. We agreed to differ on certain things and by 
that time I think we had a strong enough friendship to 
weather that sort thing. Plus, there were occasions during 
that summer when I was able to be of help to Dian. 

HH: How? 

That was a time when she was packing up to go live in Ithica 
and do an associate professorship and she'd come back to camp 
and found that her monkey was dead, and that her dog was very 
rubbed out. She felt that the camp was falling apart too and 
that all she worked for looked like it was in danger of 
falling apart or being used for a tourist camp. It looked 
like things may go badly wrong. She'd taken this decision to 
go to the States for three years and she obviously didn't 
like it because Karisoke was her home. It was everything 
she'd built. Having arrived back to find that her monkey had 
died, she was very worried that if she left Cindy the dog 
would not be looked after and not get the same sort of care 
and attention. It would have been difficult for anyone to 
give her the same sort of care and attention she gave to her 
dog and monkey. I could understand her feeling that way to 
some extent because I looked after the camp for a couple of 
periods in 1977 and 1978 when she was on lecture tours and I 
looked after the animals, because I love animals and the 
monkey and I had a good relationship. 

You must have been one of the very few that had a good 
relationship with it. 

I tend to treat everyone and everything the same way and if 
Kema swore at me I'd swear back at me. If she grunted at me, 
I'd hit the table. I would also groom her and stoke her and 
I loved having that close rapport with what would otherwise 
be an unapproachable wild animal. It was another primate, an 
intelligent creature and so we grommed each other and ... 

She groomed you? 

Yes, yes. I felt that the people who were at the camp at 
that time hadn't paid that much attention to Kema, and it was 
known that Kema did sometimes snap at people, and maybe Kema 
did waste away because she wasn't getting attention and Dian 
wasn't there. 

IR: 

• 
HH: 

~IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: Is that what you think happened? 

• 
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Redmond Interview 

HH: She had already been away for a time by then. She'd been at 
~ge and had come back, right? 

• IR: 

IR: 

• HH: 

I don't know what happened. Dian had ideas that people had 
tormented her, and that the Africans hadn't fed her and I 
don't know how much of that is her putting two and two 
together or having information from sources that I didn't. 
Dian sent down a note saying essentially that she needed me 
to come up. That was a typed note, but on the back she had 
handwritten "now''. She needed to decide whether she was 
going to put Cindy out of her misery, or whether she was 
going to try and take her with her. She said that either she 
or I was going to put a bullet through this dog. I stayed at 
the camp that night and helped Dian do her packing and the 
next day porters came down with Cindy. I've got some 
ph.Q_tographs of the truck that she hired with all the Africans 
in the back and all the stuff and her inside. It .was a very 
tearful fairwell because a lot of these guys had been working 
with Dian and for Dian. It may not have been a bossom 
friendship, but it was like any long employer-employee 
relationship. 

But as I understood it she'd only spent six months or so in 
~ge . 

Well she went there for a term. 
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IR: This appeared to be it. She'd packed her house and it wasn't 
a case of going away for six months or three months. It 

t-/' appeared that that was it. Dian was leaving, her health was 
too bad. 

HH: Did you think she didn't plan to come back? 

~IR: I'm sure she hoped to, but I don't know whether she 

HH: She thought it was possible she might not? Did she say that 
to you? 

I~, I think so, yes. I don't remember precisely, but the feeling 
../' I had then was that that was it, because when I later got a 

letter from her I was really surprised that she'd been able 
to get back there again, physically. 

HH: The fact that you were now working with the mountain gorilla 
project and she had gotten her career first never came 
between you? .£----- 

IR: 

• 
When the mountain gorilla project was first 
one of the first things that the FFPS did before 
project did was to send some money out to Dian. 



5,000 £? 

Redmond Interview 

IR: I though it was 500 £,actually. 

HH: Theres a dispute about that. Brian Jackman says that they 
took 5,000 £out and she contends that it was supposed to be 
2,000 £intended for of which she got only 500 £. Brian 
Jackman said the reason she didn't get it was because she 
didn't let them come up there and bring it to her, so I don't 
know. That's one of those things that I'm trying to sort out. 

• HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

• t- IR: 

HH: 

• 

The other thing which the FFPS did was to go out there in 
September of 1978. 

Well, you'd been up there during this. 

Yes. I found Digit. 

And you left when 

I left in June. 

So you went back in September. 

I was there from November of 1976 through to about Mau/June 
of 1978 and then I came back to England. At that time no one 
had spent more than a year or so up there and I held the 
~on the mountain. I was trying to get a flight back 
and that didn't work. When I got the news that that Uncle 
Bert had been shot, I tried to get out there. In fact, I got 
a lift on a freight plane. I do a lot of travelling by 
inexpensive means. I spent four months back at the camp. As 
I say, the FFPS didn't pay the freight plane but they did 
contribute towards my getting out there. That caused some 
disquiet because at one point I remember being reprimanded 
officially, although being unofficially being approved of by 
Sandy, representing the FFPS because I was doing poach 
patrols without any permits whereas they were trying to work 
with the government to establish a long-term plan and 
obviously the two things were separate and it could be 
difficult if I was doing illegal things when I was being 
funded by them. Anyway, so Dian's falling out with the 
mountain gorilla project was not right from the word "go." 
It was more a matter that she felt that the funds should 
first be spent on protecting the gorillas and the park, and 
if there was anything left over than they could think about 
the long exam. 

She didn't have any resentment against you for being down at 
the bottom of the hill with them? 
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No, I'm sure she felt I was wasting my time, but then she 
described it as a circus down there. She would sort of 
scurry by there at top speed if she had to pass. She didn't 
have a very high opinion of tourists and this was largely 
colored by the fact that for so many years she herself had 
been a tourist attraction, and she used to hide under the 
table when people would come and peer at the window and point 
and jabber at her. · ------ -----~ 

Was this at the time that Web ~dder were getting ~he I 
habituation going? 

IR: They started that work, if remember rightly, in 1979. 

HH: You weren't there then? 

IR: I arrived in the camp not knowing anything about all of this 
so it would be difficult for me to judge. It seemed to me 
that they had a reasonable working relationship. It became 
evident later that they thought a very great deal of each 
other, but as my wife will tell you I'm not a great one for 
sorting out the intricacies of human relationships. I 
learned as I was there that Kelly and Sandy were certainly 
involved with each other. I was there for six months with 
Kelly and my mother sent me a cutting saying why didn't I 
tell her that I was working with Jimmy Stewart's daughter. I 
didn't know that she was. I was working with her for four 
months and she was just Kelly. It was as much a surprise to 
me as it was to my mother who read it in the paper. 

HH: You would never imagine in a million years. 

IR: I think she likes to he Kelly rather than Jimmy Stewart's 
daughter . 

• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

• 

• 

introduced 
I took 
down to 

No, no. They left that work in 1980. I was first 
to them when they first came to work in Karisoke. 
Bill out on census work and took Amy and Bill both 
the study groups. 

It's like a mosaic and trying to put it back together so it 
all fits, but the advantage of tape recording is that you 
know at least it you have that after the fact and you can go 
back and look at it and try to figure it all out. I was just 
trying to think of the major episodes that occurred while you 
were there. Of course Digit was the big one. When you got 
there in 1976 her relations with Kelly were rather strained 
at that point, weren't they, because of the cabin episode and 
her jealousy for Sandy and Kelly? 
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Sure. She told Kelly she had cancer in 1976, did she ever 
say anything like that to you? 

She intimated that she had a lot of problems. 

Did she say cancer? 

I don't recall her saying that, but I took that to be the 
most likely. 

How close did you get with the Africans in the camp? 

I think as close as anyone can. As I said, I tend to take 
people on their face value and I found it was very easy to 
get on with the Africans. It might be partly because we were 
both working for Dian, although on a different level. I 
think when your working in the field with some, and the first 
thing I did when I went out there after getting settled in 
was to go on census work. If you're out camping and sitting 
around talking, even if its only a few words, as my Swahili 
got better I developed very strong friendships and so I feel 
I got on very well on a close personal basis with several of 
the men. In general, I felt at home with them. It was 
almost like a military situation where you're all suffering 
together so it bonds you into a team of men. Certainly while 
we were doing anti-poaching work and the fact that we were 
out there against a common foe, psychologically it was a good 
situation to be in. They're very fine people. The people 
who worked for Dian were very loyal to her and they were very 
good at their jobs. I had a very great deal of respect for 
them and they taught me everything that I know about tracking 
and being in the forest. I enjoyed working with them and it 
went beyond work. Of an evening, I would often go up to 
their cabin and sit and chat with them. They had a fairly 
monotonous diet, which was the same diet as they had below. 

HH: Which was what? Beans? 

IR: Mostly beans and potatoes. I introduced them to various 
dishes that I'd concocted and we would both benefit from the 
sharing of the food. 

• y- 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

/ HH: 

J IR: 

• 

HH: How did you communicate with them? Swahili, or 

Swahili and then I'd picked up bits of , but I could 
only be polite in and couldn't actually hold 
conversations. For a long time I would probably have more 
social contact with the Africans than with Dian because she 
was spending a lot of time in her cabin working. 
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HH: Working on what? Her thesis? 

IR: No, she'd finished her thesis and she was Dr. Fossey when I 
went out there. I think she was working on the early stages 
of her book. It always amazed me that it didn't actually 
come out until 1983 because she'd been working on it for as 
long as I'd known her. I guess a lot of books are like that. 

HH: She was writing a lot of letters too. Apparently she carried 
on a tremendous correspondence. 

IR: It was also in the Digit Fund then. 

HH: Her field reports. She spent an awful lot of time with that 
too. 

HH: 

IR: 

At that time she was still going out to the gorillas. 

She stopped about 1978? 

I would think. It was obviously a gradual decline. She 
would get out when she could, but that's a difficult one to 
put my finger on. I was just going to say that Kelly and I 
... you know the business about communicating in camp with 
notes? That's something which while I was being held up in 
Nairobi, because of the killing in Barundi, before I'd even 
got to Karisoke I was in a bank changing some money to buy an 
antique and I put my field notes and binoculars on the 
counter do to this and the guy behind me asked if I was 
studying birds. I said actually I was studying gorillas 
because I thought it was very exciting to be there and I 
didn't mind telling him about this. He turned out to be a / 
primatologist who had been working in Tanzania. 

HH: What was his name? Ray Ryan. 

IR: I think it was Dennis Razmussen. I've got it somewhere in a 
/ notebook. Anyway, he said I must be working with Dian Fossey 

I./ and asked if I'd heard about her, or words to that effect. I 
asked what he meant and he said she had some strange habits. 
He said if she wants to talk to you she won't come down to 
see you, she'll send a little note. I said well in that case 
I'd send a little note back again. I believed in fitting in 
with whatever the social norms were. Obviously even at that 
time in 1976 her reputation for being a slightly off-ball 
character was well established throughout East Africa, 

/ certainly amongst the wildlfe fraternity. While I was there 
V with Kelly we did go a period of ten days without seeing 

Dian. She was up in her cabin and as you walked by her cabin 
l/ in the morning you would hear "p l i ck , plick, plick" and as 
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you walked back in the evening you'd hear 11plick, plick, 
plick" and the light would be burning half the night. There 
were occasions when Dian obvisouly wanted conversations and 
would have to come down and see you. It was always an 
interesting tie, if you needed a part for your lamp or 
something out of the store because you had to go up and knock 
on the door and that way you would interrupt what she was 
doing and were likely to get an earful. So, you'd go with 
trepidation and the typing would stop and Dian would shout 
11Who is it?", presuming it would be an African and sometimes 

() you'd get an earfull and sometimes she'd sort of pin you to 
the door for three hours and talk to you, metaphorically of 
course. You have to be careful when you talk about Dian 
because the next thing you know people would be saying she v actually pinned students to the door. She had her social 
needs, but they were just not quite the same as everyone 
else's. I think that's what a lot of the students found 
difficult to accept, not that they were up there on their 

l,..------ own, but that they were up there with somebody else who 
didn't want to talk to them. In some ways that was much more 
difficult. 

HH: When did that episode happen, your speared wrist? 

IR: That was the time that bak in 1978, and in fact that was the 
main reason why I left. It was to see if anything could be 
done about it. 

HH: Did it~~- your full mobility? Did it go right between 
your . 

IR: No. It went in there (pointing) and the doctor who looked at 
it that evening just thought it was just a glancing slice and 
then he gave it to the Rwandan nurse to stitch up and then it 
started gushing because the spear had in fact gone right in 
between the bones somehow. 

Right through your wrist and it entered laterally? 

IR: It damaged that nerve, but it also had gone as far in as the 
median nerve, which is after the front thumb and the 
forefinger. 

HH: Did you have feeling in those fingers? 

/ IR: Yes. I didn't have control over these muscles and that's why 
it wasted away and I have a hand like an orangutang. The 
feeling is that if I get a tap there, I get a tingling 
throughout. If I get a blow there it really feels like I got 
my hand in hot water . 
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So you can on back then? The whole poaching thing is 
interesting. I talked to Alan Goodall about that. You know 
she accused him of shooting somebody in the back. 

IR: I thought he admitted in his book that he shot somebody in 
the back. 

HH: 

HH: He shot somebody in the leg in his book. 

IR: I don't know whether he was such a good shot that he would be 
able to 

HH: There's a big difference between the back and the leg though. 

IR: It is, but if you've got a poacher running away and you're 
running after him and you stop and shoot, I think the chances 
of . 

HH: He'd fall if he was hit in he back. 

IR: The fact that he shot at the poachers I find rather awkward. 

HH: Is that the only instance that you know of anybody doing that? 

Yes that I know of. That may have just been bad luck on his 
part, because I don't imagine he was trying to shoot to 
kill. If he was shooting to wound in the leg, even that's 
quite a strong thing to do. I sometimes took guns on 
poaching patrols and if I was chasing a poacher and he would 
look back, I would level the gun at him. 

HH: Did you aim? 

IR: 

IR: No, no. As soon as he'd run on I)J fire in the air. I 
didn't want him to know I was f" ing in the air, but the gun 
was mainly to make a lot of n ise and that's why in later 
years Dian equipped the Afric patrol with starters. 

HH: I didn't know that. 

IR: Yes. I bought some foreign pistols. 

HH: So it was just to make a lot of racket. Unfortunately the 
poachers eventually got to understand this, but at the time a 
gun was a threat to the poachers. Perhaps it was because of 
the story of Alan Goodall and maybe he did a lot of good with 
that. I'm sure that in the poaching fraternity the fact that 
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She mentions here somewhere that she had a poacher brought 
into her place, stipped and whipped about the genitals. 

Who said this? 

Dian in a letter. Were you present? 

I had seen that sort of humiliation of a poacher, yes. That 
was a time where I would say do Dian that she shouldn't do 
that sort of thing if for no other reason than the fact that 
there was at a time a Rwandan student at the camp helping me 
with my primatology work. I said that if this got out it 
would be very bad for the work and publicity and she said 
what did she have to lose. She said they had already accused 
her of sleeping with gorillas and such. I think it was the 
news of the world. The thing that I'd known the most about 
in that incident was the intensity of the feeling in Dian's 
expression. It can only be described as hatred. I'd not had 
much contact with hatred, but that's the only word for it. 
The reason for that that she pointed out to my, and talking 
to me as if I was stupid for not thinking the same thing, was 
that this man was a long time poacher who had killed a high 
number of gorillas. This was the occasion where the guards 
brought him up. They did that because Dian rewarded the 
guards out of her own money for doing good work. They also 
let it slip unfornately for them to the camp staff, and that 
was the last time that it happened because she learned that 
they were pulling he wool over her eyes and just coming up 
for the reward money, and saying that the poacher had later 
escaped. 

HH: Try to describe that scene for me as vivd as you can. 

IR: There are other things I would rather say. 

HH: I know, but this is important, its true and that's one reason 
I'm paying you. I want to get the truth of what happened. 
There are many other things that I would like to listen to 
also, but this I think is very important. 

IR: Right. As I viewed the scene is simply that the poacher was 
brought up, looking sadly decadent (if you catch my ... ) 

HH: What was his name? 

IR: I don't remember off-hand. 

HH: Did she know for a fact that he had killed gorillas . 
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IR: Actually she did. She had a system of informers working 
through~~~~- She would send out feelers and get back 
information. 

HH: We wouldn't assume that was necessarily conclusive evidence 
over here, would we? 

HH: And that's the only reason they'd have for being there? 

IR: In the forest? Yes. Sometimes there were people who would 
go in the forest to put in beehives and gather honey. The 
trouble is that they are usually carrying a spear and a few 
traps with them. The people who go into the forest are at 
least part-time poachers, most of them also have shambas and 
they make a pretty good living. People tend to show sympathy 
because they're always dressed in rags, but those were their 

..--WG-Fk--e-1-0thes. 1 She understood he was guilty because he'd been 
captured b}r111e guards. These were the official park guards, 
who had nothing to do with her. She didn't have guards 
capturing poachers. The only reason they brought the 
poachers up to her was because she encouraged them to do so, 
partly to reward them and therefore hopefully improve their 
work and partly so that she could interrogate the poachers. 
It was largely done through interpreters because the poachers 
didn't necessarily now Swahili. She would asked them names, 
places, dates and try to get information out of them in the 
hope that the park authorities would use that. If not, so 
that she would keep records of it. I think she always felt 
that one day these people would be prosecuted and all this 
evidence that she accumulated would be useful. The other 
reason why I think she tried to do was to make them feel like 
a piece of dirt and she would do that by spitting at them and 
insulting them and in any way she could think of. She was 
trying to stop this man from coming in the forest and killing 
gorillas. 

HH: I understand that. 

IR: 

IR: No, but its no great secret who some of the men poachers 
were, partly because they'd been in an out of prison for 
poaching and partly because they were seen and recognized in 
the forest. 

She kept building up the larger than life image that they had 
of her of being someone with strange powers who could walk 
amongst the gorillas. She really played on this. I don't 
think she believed it. I don't think she practiced in black 
magic, but she knew the importance of it in Africa and she 
knew that if somebody put a spell on one of her staff he 
would start to waste away. She would be using every means 
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HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: v--- 

• HH: 

IR: 

v 
HH: 

IR: 

/ 
HH: 

IR: 

v 

• 

available to her without leaving a mark on them, because 
obvisouly she didn't want to be kicked out of the country. 
So she kept a tight control on herself and she always 
insisted on not being left alone with them. There were 
always witnesses. 

How many people would have been in the cabin when you saw 
this. 

This actually took place outside. 

Oh it did? 

During the daytime. They didn't ususally stay over night. 
The only reason they would stay over night would be if they 
were caught by one of our patrols in the evening and there 
was nobody there to hand them over to. 

How many people would be out there. 

I would think there would have been half a dozen guards and 
the Rwandan student and the staff, which was usually three or 
four mens. 

Was it sort of a circle around this guy? 

Yes. There were two guards holding him. She had the snares 
that they used put on his wrists to hold him. It was 
basically so that he wouldn't run away and partly out of a 
sense of poetic justice. 

Were they leather or metal? 

They varied from rope made out of bark fiber to the more than 
nylon fibers made out of soft~~ weaded to break cables 
and wires. So, he was being held there and normally Dian did 
not take part in the physical abuse. 

Did she have somebody else do that? 

Yes, and she would be asking questions. She'd be making a 
big show of intimidating the guy and this would involve 
I was at the time doing my primatology work so I had an ample 
supply of gorilla feces and Dian used that in a very 
unpleasany way. 

HH: What? Did she smear him with it? 

IR: 

J 
Gorilla dung is like horse manure, so it's no so desperately 
awful, but again it was to humiliate him and to maximize the 
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psychological effect on him that if came hunting in the park 
he would face the wrath of Dian Fossey. 

HH: Was this one of the smaller men? 
n~-~ 
1v IR: At the time this was a poacher who had married a Dutch and 

was involved in poaching. 

HH: So she would try to make him feel like a piece of shit? 

IR: Would it be possible for you to let me read this? 

HH: I'd be glad to send you a transcript of it. 

IR: I've not talked about this to other people not because it 
needed covering up. There were plenty of poeple talking 
about it, but because that's what the papers jump on. 

HH: Well, I'm writing a book, not an article. I'm trying to do 
the whole scope of her life and this so my purposes in coming 
here is to build a dossier. What I need to do is to find out 
factually what happened. Let me go on with this. 

The things which she had been accused of: she didn't pistol 
whiE. them, she did not interfer with their testicles with 
plJers. . 

LL 
Well I have in here that she has a pair of pl,ers for 
somethinQ.and she implied that she was doing something with 
those pl~ers. I'll read you this thing later, but go on. 

IR: The plfi~s were just ~ools in the camp. 

HH: She intimates the plAers are in connection wi~h this. 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 
. \, 

She would approach the poacher, holding the plxers, looking 
at a part of their anatomy which she probably would like to 
be in a pair of plyers and by that threatened him. 

To make him talk? HH: 

IR: Yes. 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

(L 

What else had been charged that didn't ta)~ place? 

Burning down poacher's huts. 

Apparently she burned a mattress up. 

Right. I was at the camp at that time. 
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I'd like to get that whole episode as accurately as to what 
happened too. 

IR: It was a time that they were holding Monyari Kiko. 

HH: 

HH: We'll get back to that, but what else was she accused of that 
wasn't true. 

IR: You tell me. What are the things that you've heard? 

HH: I can tell you what I know that she has said, but let's get 
back to this scene. 

~ IR: Yes. Firing a pistol at tourists. 

HH: Yes, I'd heard that. She fired over their heads. Is that 
correct? 

IR: I suspect that after ... I don't think she'd walk out and 
do that. I think she would try and tell them to go away and 
they would want to hang around and eventually she would lose 
it. It was the only time that I'd heard of that she did 
this. She did sometimes carry a pistol in the back of her 
trousers, this was becase sometimes poachers would come into 
camp and I think she felt safer that way. As far as I can 
gather from talking to camp staff was that she fired the 
pistol in the air. I guess if you're a tourist and you come 
up and this person pulls out a pistol and fires at you, as 
far as your concerned it doesn't matter which direction it 
is. Its the shocking nature of the action, and of course it 
worked. 

HH: Do you remember when that was? 

IR: No, I don't. 

HH: I think I have in 
hear that? 

le. Did you ever 

L/IR: I heard her describe 

HH: This was back in the late '60s she just wiped out a whole 
bunch of them. 

IR: She cow-napped a herd of them and said unless the owner would 
take them out of the forest and keep them out she would shoot 
them. Eventually I think they were calling her bluff and she 
described to me how she shot one cow at an impressive 
distance, across a stream. She said that was it and she did 
it. She described it as being by the luck of her management 
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• she hit it and killed it. That was her carrying out her 
threat, but she never told me that she shot 40. One hears 
all sorts of things, but its like the burning of the hut. 

H I think some of these things she may have said and didn't 
do. I think she was perfectly capable of having exaggerated 
about this. 

IR: Oh sure, and stories tend to change in the telling. 

H: What I'm really trying to do is get the accuracy of what 
happened and not just looking for bad stories about Dian. 
I've got many, many good stories about Dian in here also. 
Let me go back to that scene now. In this instance, you say, 
she interrogated a man. Previously you said that she'd have 
others whipped but not in this case. 

IR: 

• HH: 

IR: 

~ 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

~ 

IR: 

HH: 

• 

The interrogation usually took place and I didn't go up and 
see them. I was busy. But, on this occasion she came down 
to near my cabin and the guy was possibly on his way out and 
she had him standing there on the area where they chop the 
wood and wasn't interrogating him at this time. This was 
purely to humiliate him and try to deter him from coming back 
into the forest with the threat of worse to come. These were 
mainly threats . 

Would she be speaking through an interpreter? 

I don't think he needed an interpreter to get the gist of 
what she was saying. She was cursing him, not in a black 
magic way, but in the Old English way. 

You mean just using ... 

A rich vocabulary of curses to express her feeling for him 
and making it quite clear to him that she thought he was the 
lowest of the low, and that if he ever darkened her forest 
again he would regret it. 

Do you remember the language she used? 

It was a mixture of whatever words came into her head, 
English, French, German, Swahili. 

She knew all these? 

No, not to speak it, ~ut to swear in it. 

She knew German swearing? What German swear word would she 
use? 
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IR: She had a made up swear phrase. I can't think of it, but it 
was words to the effect of "shit". 

HH: Did she scream when she beat this guy? Did she sceam at him? 

IR: She shouted loudly at him, yes. Not screamed. How many more 
ways can you describe someone verbally abusing somebody. 
You've seen somebody at an accident, who's crashed into 
another car and the driver comes out and for several minutes 
is . . . 

HH: Its interesting what you say that there was a hatred in her 
manner and in her eyes. 

IR: I said that in my article too. You must read my article. 
She had a very expressive face and she could be turning to 
you and have nice crinkly eyes and smiling and then turning 
to the poacher or someone who is angering her and just 
flashing fire. Anyone would quail under that gaze especially 
if they were in the position of the poacher being held, and 
if they walked towards you holding a pair of pl~ers or 
wielding a machete then obviously ... 

She came towards them with a machete? HH: 

IR: She would slowly walk towards them and make them quiver 
because she wanted to frighten them. As I understand her 
reasoning, "How can I terrify this individual so much that he 
won't come back in the forest and kill my gorillas?" I'm 
sure that was the motivation for it, but the fact that she 
had seen so many chopped up gorillas meant that there was 
also a personal involvement. The only way I would describe 
it is as a hatred. Hatred is something I don't have any 
experience with. Actually, that's not strictly true because 
just after I found Digit's body, I think I would have not 
been responsible for my actions if I'd come across a poacher 
then. That's perhaps what Dian had inside her, that feeling 
of absolute outrage. 

HH: Was there a specific incident that this occurred after with 
respect to any gorillas. 

IR: No, this was ... from what she understood and from what the 
poacher presumably had told her, because she always kept 
tapes of the interviews. 

HH: She did? What ever happened to those tapes? 

IR: In her stuff at Ithica, I guess . 
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• You think it1s in the Ithica stuff? HH: 

IR: I would think so because this all took place before 1980 and 
that was where she took her stuff. She wanted these for 
evidence. Dian kept carbon copies of all her letters, even 
to personal friends. She always kept a record. I think she 
wanted to be able to prove to anybody what had happened 
afterwards because I guess she1d been doubted so many times 
by people who didn1t believe her for whatever reason and 
didn1t like her or thought she was not reliable. She always 
had it in the back of her mind that she had to prove to 
anybody who asked that it actually happened. That was why 
she always had witnesses there, if they stayed at the camp 
overnight she always had one of the Africans stay in the 
cabin so that no one could accuse her of having gone off 
alone with a poacher and done unmentionable things to him, or 
killed him. 

Oh really! That•s interesting. HH: 

IR: 

HH: • 
IR: 

v 

These accusations flew around, and I1m sure the poachers 
talked frequently of what they thought she would do to them. 

How did she think if she beat a prisoner the evidence was 
going to help her if she was taken to court? I mean evidence 
that a poacher had poached. How did she think it was going 
to help her if she physically assaulted somebody? 

As I say, I1m not aware of her ever physcially assaulting 
them, apart from the nettles. I think that you should bear 
in mind that when you•re a poacher and going backward in the 
forest you experience the nettles as a daily thing. You walk 
through nettles all the time. 

But not in the genitals! HH: 

No, okay. IR: 

How much did she hit him? How many times, do you remember? HH: 

As I recall it the men were doing this. She wasn•t hitting 
him with the nettles. She was encouraging them and cursing 
the poacher. 

I believe she said she herself did it. 

~IR: 

t./ HH: 

IR: On one occasion that I1m aware of she held the nettles 
herself. 

How many times would she have hit him? HH: • 
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• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 
-.... 

? IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

• 

I don't know. It wasn't for half an hour, if that's what you 
mean. 

Was it 5 minutes? 

I would think ... it was a few swanks, it wasn't a long 

What did the poacher do? 

Flee for christ sake. (Laughing) 

Did he cry out? I'm not trying to ask tedious questions, I'm 
just trying to recreate this. 

We just seem to be dwelling on this subject for a long time. 

We'll go to others, but I just want to get this one done. 

Okay. He didn't cry out as I recall, and it wasn't a case of 
pinning him down and slowly and maliciously tormenting him. 
It was all part of a tirade of physical and verbal abuse. 

Did the other men react at all that were watching this? 

I think they were both embarrased by it and they though it 
was hilarious. 

They laughed? 

African sense of humor is often stimulated by someone hurting 
themselves, or what we would describe as cruelty. It's a 
rather different cultural attitude to what's funny. It 
someone falls over and hurts themselves, with no obvious 
physical damage, than its hilarious. 

Like slipping on a banana peel? 

Yes, that's hilarious. 

And they were embarrased? 

I think they were embarrased because they were men and here 
was a white woman doing all this. 

Than that was a double embarrassment, having a woman doing it 
too? 

Except, that Dian didn't fit their normal definition of 
woman. African women don't do even a fraction of the things 
that any white woman would do, let alone an extraordinary 
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HH: 
~ 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: • HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

v 

white woman. I think they probably wouldn't quite know what 
to make of it. 

How long would the whole thing have lasted from beginning to 
end, a half hour? 

Something like that. The interrogations would go on longer. 
I'm sure that Dian deliberately worked herself up into a 
temper in order to intimidate these guys, so it was a 
conscious effort that she was going to frighten this man. 

How long had you been there by the time you saw this happen? 
Was it the first time, I assme it was? 

It was the only time I actually saw all this going on. 

Would it have been 1976? 

No. I'd been there for six months. Actually, I think it was 
in 1977. 

What happened to the guy? Was he let go? 

Yes. This was the occasion where they had brought him up, 
woven this yarn about capturing on the hilltops and then 
taking him down. 

So they didn't go to the police or anything. 

They are the police of the park. 

But they didn't get him down to the jail? 

No, not that I remember. The strong suspicion was that he 
came willing in order to share in the reward money. Whether 
he bargained for what he got, I don't know. He wasn't the 
first poacher to be taken up to camp and interrogated and 
humiliated. I think that's the important word to remember. 
I don't think Dian was trying to reek physical revenge for 
the gorillas that they had killed, I think she was just 
trying to scare the shit out of them and prevent them from 
coming back. 

HH: Did this guy ever come back? 

IR: I don't know for certain. 

HH: Do you remember his name? 
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I don't and I'm not even sure if I have a note of it, because 
I didn't keep a diary per se. I just took field notes. 

HH: Let me ask you about the question of the killing of Uncle 
Bert and the other two. 

IR: 

IR: I wasn't physically there at the time. David Watts is the 
person who found all those. 

HH: But you would have seen her after that, though? 

IR: I got back to camp a couple of months after. 

HH: Then you would have talked to the men around the camp? What 
was this whole question that the killing of these three 
animals was out of retaliation for her treatment of 
poachers? What was your feeling about it? It's an open 
controversy and I don't think its even been resolved and I 
think she was bothered by it. It was said that she 
particularly resented Bill Webber because he accused her to 
her face of this. 

IR: I think it was mutual. Have you talked with them? 

HH: Yes I did after I saw you and I'm going back to see them. 

IR: It disturbs me that I can't have a conversation with Bill, 
but otherwise I on fine with Dian, because the veins start 
showing. I think that was a very strong personality clash. 
There wasn't a one-sided ... 

Although I would say for Bill when I asked 
he felt she had done scientifically and he 
justification for the things she had done. 
fifteen years of studies wouldn't be there 
it. 

him in Rwanda what 
gave quite a good 
For example, 

if she hadn't done 

IR: The same as I would praise Sandy Harcourt's scientific work 
even though after the first friendship years she fell out 
with him and that became a very strong mutual 

HH: Why do you think she fell out with him? 

IR: I don't know about that and I've never talked to Sandy about 
it. I prefer to think of Sandy as a friend. 

HH: That takes some billing to be friends with Sandy and Dian . 
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IR: I know. I don't know why, but I have managed that reasonably 
well. I'm not a close friend of Sandy's but I get along well 
with him. I worked with him and am friendly with the 
mountain gorilla project and maintained my friendship with 
Dian. I'm not quite sure why that is, but I hope it is 
because I'm straight with all of them, and that if I disagree 
with them I tell them. 

HH: Let me go back to that question on retaliation. What did you 
hear about that? What do you think about it? 

IR: I personally don't think it was retaliation, nor do I think 
Digit's death was retaliation. A lot has been said about 
that, but I found Digit and the reason that I found him was 
that I was -fo~lowing a trap line, a line or-snares~. ~We'd cut 
several snares. This was a day when both Dian and I each 
with a tracker were out doing anti-poaching patrols. This 
was because there had been a lot of poacher activities seen 
in the area by a tracker who went out to find group 4. When 
I found Digit's body it was evident form the line of the 
traps that we'd been following, and the direction of the foot 
prints that they came across the gorillas, or they heard them 
ahead. As I understand it, and this is from what I've heard 
from all sorts of sources, they knew there was someone down 
below interested in a gorilla skull and hands 

HH: Europeans? 

IR: According to Dian it was this middle man. I see no reason to 
doubt that. She had better sources of information than me. 
He was prepared to buy off the poachers presumably because he 
though he knew someone who wanted to have gorilla skulls 
around the place. This was some distance away from the 
usually researach area. Group 4 were over the Zaire border, 
so it wasn't their usual range and I think there had been no 

[,/ reason for the poachers to know particular that they were the 
gorillas of Dian Fossey. 

HH: You think it was the same with those three then? 

IR: That was a different attack. They approached them in the 
early hours of the morning when they were still in their 
night nests and they shot them. The fact that they shot a 
silverback and a female and wounded an infant suggests that 
they may have been interested in capturing an infant. If 
they wanted to actually kill a lot of gorillas in 
retribution. The evidence suggests that it was a bolt action 
medium velocity rifle, the sort that the park guards use. 
I'm not at this point saying it was a park guard, but if 
poachers can bribe a park guard to loan them their weapons or 
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if they simply steal one, those are the available weapons in 
the area. 

Redmond Interview 

HH: Really, I didn't see that in her book. • IR: You maybe didn't interpret that from it. She felt it. 

HH: What did the men around the camp think? 

IR: I recall the police stressing an strong op1n1on either way. 
They had as much an idea as we had. They had the same 
information. 

• 
HH: 

IR: 

\v 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

• 

She says in a letter that it went all the way to a park 
offi ci a 1 • 

I don't know what her sources of information were. If she 
said that. I don't think she'd make that ... because she 
was so worried about being proved wrong with whatever she was 
doing that she would pile up evidence so that she felt secure 
when she said things. That wasn't always the case because 
when she got into a temper she'd say things, but the 
considered things that you would write in a book you would 
consider pretty darn carefully. I believe she would make 
those accusations lightly. The circumstantial evidence fits 
with it being an attempt to capture a baby. It might also 
fit with an attempt to kill some more of her gorillas. It 
might also fit with an attempt to pump up the incoming 
conservation money by killing a few more gorillas. and that 
was another suggestion. If you get $xxxx amount from the 
death of Digit, let's kill a few more. Dian could have said 
that in her book. 

Let me ask you about the killing of Digit. After you brought 
him in, she started this long series of letters and one of 
the things that she achieved was to get Walter Cronkite to 
put it on the CBS News. Do you know how that happened? 

You've read in the book how we sat up all night and talked, 
after Digit was killed? He wasn't actually brought back yet, 
that wasn't until the next day. We talked because it was an 
earth shattering event. 

Was she opposed during this time? 

Outwardly yes. Inwardly I cannot bear to think. She was 
outwardly opposed. She was visibly shaken, but she wasn't 
screaming or wailing and throwing herself about or anything. 
We discussed what the best thing to do would be and I felt 
that he should be made a martyr and shouldn't die in vain . 
You know I'm writing the biography of Digit? 
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No, I didn't know that. 

Redmond Interview 

IR: Everybody else is doing Diana, but I'm doing the biography of 
Digit. It's going to be mainly a gorilla book. Obviously, 
Dian will come into it. You can mention it in your book and 
I'll mention your's in mine. 

• HH: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

• 

But how did she get news to Walter Cronkite? 

She cabled to National Geographic. 

Then National Geographic did it? 

I don't know whether they wrote to Walter Cronkite, or 
whether she'd ever had any contact with him. 

There was also talk about making a companion poster of Digit 
with his head cut off. 

When we got Digit back to the camp, I filmed the event. Have 
you seen that film at all? 

No, I haven't seen that. 

You didn't see the National Geographic's gorilla special? 

With Digit and his head cut off? 

Yes, being carried back into camp and Dian coming out of the 
cabin and leaning down beside him. 

I haven't seen that one, which one is that? 

That's the one that you can buy in the shops here. 

What's it called? 

It's just called gorilla, and its a National Geographic 
special. It's got a lot of zoo stuff in it. 

Oh yes, I've seen that. Is Snowflake, the Barcelona albino 
gorilla, in it? 

Possibly. 

But it doesn't show him propped up. My understanding was 
that he was going to be propped up and there was going to be 
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IR: I took photographs like that and if you say the IPPL 
literature at the time that has a photograph of Dian sitting 
beside Digit looking at the come to meet him in Rwanda 
booklet. The picture we used in that poster we also used in 

l---- the booklet where she was sitting beside Digit with his head 
cutoff. 

HH: No, I don't know that. Do you have that picture here? Would 
Shirley McGreil have that? 

IR: I took the photograph, but it was with Dian's camera. 

HH: But it was used by the IPPL, you say? 

IR: Jt was used in the IPPL. 

HH: It was her intention to launch a campaign using that 
photograph as I recall. She was talked out of it by 
somebody, but I don't know who. 

Yes, I think that was partly herself. After the outcome of 
that night's debate was that we would publicize it, and she 
went about that. At the time I was newly graduated and had 
no contacts and so I had played no part in that. I would be 
fascinated to see the letters that Dian wrote then, but I've 
not seen them and I don't know who they went to and the 
like. I don't know whether Dian knew Walter Cronkite, or 
simply wrote to National Geographic and said they had 
something that would make news. 

HH: Were you there when Hausfeder came to camp? 

IR: 

IR: No, but I was there when Richard Wrangham came. 

HH: Was that with Barbara Smutz? 

IR: That's right. We went out to group 4 and there was an 
earthquake and they were copulating and Digit wanted 
to _ 

HH: All in one day? 

IR: All in one day, yes. 

HH: 

IR: 

What did Digit do, come up and ? 

It was an interaction between Simba, who was then a young 
female and Estress, who had sided up to me looking 
coquetically and Digit treated me as he would any other black 
back and sort of charged at her. She ran away, and as he ran 
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• past me he came and sat next to me and looked over my 
shoulder. I was writing it down and he looked like he was 
making sure I was getting it right. 

Wrangham and Smutz were out there about ten days, two weeks? 

A few days, it wasn't that long. 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

You weren't there when Lee Lions was killed or meet DeShriver? 

That was just before I got there. 

Did you ever see DeShriver? 

I met him since, but I didn't see him at the time. 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

Where did you meet him afterwards? What year was it? 

This was two or three years ago. He's setting up a 
conseration area which he's funding by hunting concessions. 
He's sort of allowed people to shoot without getting enough 
money out of it to run the place for a year. 

Where is it? HH: 

IR: • It's near Nebukavu in Eastern Zaire. 

HH: But it's not where he was working? 

IR: Its the savannah area. I went to see him because I'd heard 
and read about him and from what I'd heard and read I thought 
I would admire him, and my meeting with him justified my 
feelings. 

HH: It did justify your feelings. 

IR: Yes. He's a bloke. 

HH: Is he involved at all with gorillas anymore. 

Not officially, no. In fact, he was advised by various 
conservation authorities to try and Africanize the running of 
that park so that if he died, or anything happened to him, it 
would continue. So, he did that while he was still alived. 
that means that he was a conservateur of the park and he 
didn't like everything they do but he still has a lot of 
power. If he really disagrees with something he says 
something about it. I don't think its official power. I 
think its just respect because he's a man that everybody 
respects. If your going to Rwanda it would be worth driving 
down to Bucamvu. 

IR: 

• 
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• HH: Can you get across the border with no trouble? 

Redmond Interview 

IR: I don't know, but if not ... do you use RTS ... because 
if you tell Maurice Barre he'll rate his own visa which is 
his camp to park in Zaire and they'll have a vehicle pick you 
up at the border. They've got that in Bucamvu and so 
you'd only be paying for the very short time. Everybody 
knows where he lives, so its a case of going to his house and 
either leaving a card or if you see him ... 

HH: Do you know Jaques Vescurin? 

IR: I've not met him, but I corresponded briefly with him. 

HH: What about Peter Kunkle? How much did she talk to you about 
her task before she came to Rwanda? Did she talk to you 
about her Zaire experience at all? 
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IR: Not in any detail. In the early year and a half that I was 
there, I was still earning my laurels and I wasn't ... 

HH: A confidant. 

IR: Right. Later on there was usually so many other things to 
occupy her conversation that there were so many things that 
we never did get around to doing, like sitting and reminscing 
as old friends do. • 

HH: Did she talk about her father, not her stepfather, but her 
father? 

IR: No. 

HH: Did she talk about having been a converted Catholic to you? 

IR: I knew she was a Catholic, yes. 

HH: Did she talk religion to you at all? 

IR: No. I was aware of it and that's all. 

HH: She told Kelly Stewart the reason she was no longer Catholic 
was because she screwd a priest. 

IR: Oh dear. She said in a letter from Julie Watts that she'd 
gone to see one of the concentration camps and that she was 
in some ways ashamed of doing it because it was sort of 
goulish. She tried to justify to me by saying that she was 
on that generation and she grew up as a child while the war 
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was going on. She said that she'd run away when she was a 
child to go and help the in Europe and of course and 
got caught on the docks in San Francisco. 

HH: Do you think she was being literal, that she really did run 
away? 

IR: As a little girl might do, yes. I'm discovering much more 
since she's died about her early life from reading and 
hearing and things. Therefore, it seemed she had a very 
unhappy childhood with this relationship with her stepfather, 
which destroyed the relationship with her mother. I guess 
that if you're feeling unhappy at home and you read in the 
news about all these children who were being orphaned by the 
war in Europe you might, if your an idealistic ... 

IR: I just got a photocopy of that entry. How did they compile 
that? 

HH: I don't know what the story about it is. Its very hard to 
find out any information about her childhood. Did you talk 
to Farley Moet? 

IR: Not to him, but I've been contacted by his researchers. I 
said that I would basically help anyone because I want 
everyone to have the right idea about Dian. As I think I 
mentioned, for the last year I've been telling everyone who 
came to me about gorillas, but not necessarily the same 
story. 

HH: I guess it depends on what each of us asks you . 

• 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: • 
HH: 

• 

What can you tell me about her childhood? I haven't heard 
too your memory about that. 

That's about it. 

What do you think about the divorce of her mother and father. 

A lot of things I'm picking up as I go along. You know I 
spoke to Ana Hamilton~~• who's writing the script. She 
told me things which I didn't know about, like the business 
of her having to eat in the kitchen. 

Its in her current biography. It's an American sort of 
encyclopedia of important people and its contained in that 
story that she was not allowed to go to the dinner table 
until she was 10. 
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It very much does. I read in an article the other day 
concerning Wayne McQuire being charged, so he sent me a 
photocopy from the Los Angeles Times. It said that the 
Rwandans claimed the pistol was from the CIA. What else 
would they say? I don't know because she had a number of 
pistols because sometimes they would disappear and she'd have 
to replace them. Shwen she first came out there, the pistol 
which I used wuite a lot on patrols was a little baretta. 
She told me the story behind that was that when she was sort 
of packing up and leaving her job a policeman, who was a 
friend of hers in Louisville asked if she was taking a gun 
with her and he insisted that she take a gun and he gave her 
this baretta which she said he told her had been used 
recently in a hold up of a gas station. I don't know whether 
this was the policeman romanticising or I don't know what 
happens to pistols that are confiscated by the police. 

Redmond Interview 

IR: 

Right. Not officially, but anyway he gave her this pistol. 
Another thing which you might be interested in, and this is 
something that will necer get in my book because I'm writing 
about gorillas, but Dian used to go through dozens of A 
international airports. She didn't carry on a purse, she putA.t...t~ 
in her luggage and she put inside a tampax box because she 
figured nobody was going to search there. 

I would think a scanner would pick it up. 

The didn't scan the luggage going into the holds. They might 
search hand baggage, but she didn't want to use it on the 
plane. I think she had on occasion had to justify it because 
she was a woman and she was working out in Africa and because 
she was reasonably well know. There was always a very good 
chance that she would get away with it by appealing to the 
individual to turn a blind eye. She could be very persuasive. 

Four people have told me that she made sexual advances 
towards them while they were up there. Do you know anything 
at all about that? 

HH: They don't give them away. I can guaranty that. 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

I would be very surprised, unless they were of her age group. 

They weren't. 

She was a sexy woman and she occasionally had gentlemen 
visitors. I recall one, as I was leaving at the time and I 
had to get money from Dian for a plane ticket, I had to know 
on her window and she was cussing and swearing as she opened 
the window and gave me the money and said, "Go!" That was 
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how I left camp the first time. That wasn't a very tactical 
moment, but I had to go down the mountain. So, yes she had 
men friends and I never had advances made to me. I had the 
feeling that had I been of her generation we might have got 
on very well, but she was initially old enough to me my 
mother. The impression I always got with students was that 
she mothered them. Whether they misinterpreted, I don't know. 

HH: I know at least one that she both mothered and made a sexual 
advance to. 

/ 

IR: I don't know. I can't speak for other people. 

What about this French doctor? Do you know about that? 

It was coming to an end when I was there. 

HH: 

y-- IR: 

HH: Do you know how it ended and why? 

IR: As I understand it, and this is as much from hearsay as from 
Dian, is that she couldn't leave the mountain and he hadn't 
been up there. 

He used to come up there and visit her quite often . 

So I understand, but when she went off the mountain she would 
stay with him. That's a difficult long-term commitment if 
that's how you're going to have your relationship. 

Some of the things I'm asking you are not kind obviously and 
I'll ask you to respect my confidence when speak you speak 
with other researchers that you talk to, but are you aware 
that she had an abortion? 

IR: 
/ft •• ~ vv- HH: 

No. If.Ai.IL 
You don't remember anything at all about th;-[1li~--~~? 
They apparently had a falling out. 

IR: Did they? I hadn't heard that. I only heard that they were 
very good friends. 

HH: They were very good friends. 

IR: He did the early census work. Is she still in Rwanda? 

HH: I don't know where she is and I'm very eager to find her. 

IR: I kind of assumed that she died because it was a long time 
ago and I'd never heard it mentioned that she was around, 
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whereas Madam Carr, who came up to camp while I was there and 
I met her briefly, that I recently spent some hours with 
her. I was just going to go back to the second question. I 
did spend the night with Dian once but it was a very 
different circumstance than sexual. It was basically at a 
crisis time when she felt that the whole world was caving in 
and she didn't know how to handle it. Since then she had 
referred to that night as her "bonkers night." She asked me 
to come up to her cabin and ... 

When was this? Do you remember? In 1978? 

Redmond Interview 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: • [/ 
r- 

\'\ 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

I think it would have been, after the killings and before she 
went on. It seems that she needed someone to talk to and to 
talk to her to take her mind off what was troubling her. 

So you spent the night just talking with her. 

Eventually we fell asleep on her bed, but it was nothing 
sexua 1. 

Do you remember what you talked about? 

The thing that she later alluded to in a letter was that I 
talked about Star Wars because I'd just been back in England 
for three months and had caught up a little bit on what I'd 
missed and I'd been to see Star Wars. I was telling her 
about it and about apart from being a sort of fun sci-fi 
movie it was sort of a battle of good vs. evil and good will 
always win out in the end. She just needed to be ... 

Just have somebody to talk to? 

Yes. 

At that point in her life, how bad was it for her? She went 
down, I think in about February of 1980, and how much longer 
did you stay there? 

IR: She went to the States for about three months early in 1980, 
but it was while I was there working for the mountain gorilla 
project. I can look up the date that she left, and in fact 
I've got it written on a photograph. That was about June, 
1980. She wrote me a lovely letter about that. 

HH: She was in better shape then than when she had really left, 
when she went to Cornell for the first time . 
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It's more obvious than before that Dian put me as one of the 
three people that she wanted to ensure that Karisoke 
continued. Have you seen a copy of her book? 

Yes I have a copy of it. 

I was both flattered and moved and touched by that. In some 
ways it confirmed and clarified some of the things that she 
said and done before, but it seems that although I wasn't 
involved with the earlier years and less so in the later 
years, there were a number of key events which took place 
when I was around and I was able to help her. I can only 
assume that our friendship developed the way it did was 
because, and what she wrote to me in a letter was, she really 
appreciated the help I'd given her in coming to a decision 
and then carrying it out. 

Coming to what decision? 

This was actually about Cindy. Even though I wasn't actually 
working there, she had a touch decision to make, she called 
for help and I was around and went there. She had some 
problems when she was in England, not big ones just sorting 
out details and organizing it, and I spent a couple of 
weekends with her . 

Redmond Interview 

IR: This was when her book came out. I know that she also needed 
help when I wasn't around, but it seemed that I would turn up 
and there would be a problem and I was able to help her get 
through it. She wrote in one letter that she felt a strong 
sense of security when I was there as sort of a karma 
influence. When I was first up there I was learning how to 
help make decisions, but it gradually came that she would 
respect my advice and opinion. I didn't realize how much 
so. I found out that she'd entrusted me with keeping the 
word going. A lot of people have been through that camp and 
I wonder why. 

HH: How come you folks - you, Betty Schwarzel, and who else? 

IR: No. The three people to look after Karisoke would be Stacy, 
and Ray Randolph, who has now died. 

HH: The intention was for the estate to perpetuate Karisoke, and 
Betty Schwarzel came forward and was going to give everything 
if she had got it to Karisoke, but now the Prices are getting 
everything, you know? 

• IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR:\_,,/ 

• HH: 

• 

This was in the '80s? 
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Yes, I know and that's unfortunate. I guess its unfortunate 
that they don't feel that the best way to perpetuate their 
daughter's memory is to ... 

HH: I don't mean to interrupt you. You ahead. 

IR: 

IR: I'm not a great one for self-analysis or analyzing other 
people a great deal, but I guess it is simply that my 
commitment to the gorillas, and my feelings for the gorillas 
are obviously nothing as strong as Dian's because I'm here 
with the family and I'm not out there, as I should be. I've 
got these other commitments which are stopping me from doing 
a large part of me wanted to do when I heard about Dian, 
which was to just go out and take over. 

HH: Well they're going to need somebody in April. 

IR: Yes, I know. 

HH: Were you there when Debbie Hamburger's parents came up to 
scatter her ashes? This was December 13, 1977, do you know 
about that? 

I know about it, but I think I didn't meet them. I remember 
the occasion. They didn't really go there to socialize and I 
was probably two weeks behing my paperwork. That was what 
initially was a long-standing problem between me and Dian. 

HH: I read about that. March 6 was the nettle whipping date, 
incidentally. 

IR: 

IR: 1977? 

HH: 1978, March 6. Maybe there's another one. Detailed a highly 
important of kidnapping episode and nettle whipping of a 
poacher in complete detail in answer to Bob Campbell •s great 
white repuatation. Bob Campbell had written her that word 
was getting out that she was beating these people and wanted 
to know what was going on. Reference to Bob Campbell after 
his is one of only two that they've shot poachers 
in the park. The other students were not allowed to return. 
Susan Goodall. She said that Bob shot somebody at the park, 
and that's the only reference I'd ever seen about this. Did 
you ever hear it? 

v 

~IR: I remember her telling me once that in a dispute with a 
cattleman, that the cattleman had gone to far and lost his 
temper. Dian described the current events . 
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Redmond Interview • I cant imagine Bob Campbell socking anybody. He's such a 
gentle guy. 

IR: I'm sure it was him. The only other person it might have 
been was Alan Root. 

HH: 

HH: Well it could have been Alan Root because he's not a gentle 
guy. Do you know Alan? 

Yes, not well. I think the kind of man that Dian admired was 
sort of the cinema hero, clean shaven, square jaw. 

HH: Still I get the sense that it was a tall, but gentle man. I 
think she liked gentle men. 

IR: I'm sure gentle, but strong. 

HH: Verile? 

Anyway, I remember the way she told me this. It was 
obviously imagination, I don't know whether it was Bob or 
Alan, but this dispute got to threats and eventually Bob or 
Alan snapped and socked him across the jaw and the thing that 
struck in Dian's mind was that she'd never seen somebody's 
jaw actually rattle. I've never socked anyone in the jaw . 

IR: 

• You say she didn't talk about when she was taken down to 
prison in Zaire? When was the last time you saw her again? 

IR: August year before last, 1984. 

HH: Did you go down there or what? 

I take tours for a travel company and I talked to a friend 
and said this was my only chance to see Dian in Karisoke, so 
actually I'd taken after the gorillas and came down early the 
next morning to meet them. It was an overnight stop and that 
evening the poach patrol came in with a young poacher and 
that's the one I've got photographs of. The following 
morning I photographed Dian setting the These are 
the Digit Fund patrols with park guards, which again denies 
the fact that Dian didn't work with the park. She was 
working all the time with the park if the would work with 
her. If they wouldn't she would do it anyway. I think that 
people confused the fact that she didn't depend on the park 
to do her work, but if they would work she would have the 
highest respect for individuals who would do their job. If 
they would do their job there were cigarettes all around and 
heaping of praises. She even got Paul nominated for 
that title . 

IR: 

• 
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Is that right? I don't know that story. I know that he was 
in , but I didn't know what she did. 

She told everybody about his action. He was an official who 
she went to for help and he'd acted not next week, but then. 

How long were you up there that time in 1985? 

It was just an overnight stop. She also had John Aspen 
visiting. 

Redmond Interview 

If you want to talk some more I'm ready to talk. Let me ask 
you a very difficult question, and I ask you because I was 
boggled by it when it was said me, but it was said to me by a 
former student researcher that she presented to Uncle Bert 
once. Did you ever hear anything about that? It's 
absolutely astonishing, but that's all I know and I was just 
trying to find out if anybody else had heard this. She took 
off her clothes and presented to Uncle Bert. Do you think 
she's capable of this? Let me back up and I'll ask you this 
way. It's an extraordinary thing between primates, and I'm 
curious about your thoughts on this because clearly you're 
sensitive to how close these animals are to us. You 
certainly know how deeply involved she was with them, and she 
was probably more involved that anybody who has ever lived. 
What are your thoughts about that? 

IR: I have little doubt that a psychologist would say that the 
gorillas became her surrogate family and it seems to me that 
most of the great people of the world, which she's something 

1 phenomenal, often do because they've had a shitty life and 
~they somehow direct their energies in one direction. With 

.t/ Dian the cathedral happened to be something which you could 
lv- very easily identify with, so I think yes . 

• HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

IR: • HH: 

• 

Were there any other researchers at the camp at the time? 

I'm sure there were, but I can't remember off-hand who they 
were. 

Let me ask you if you would call me a taxi and then we could 
keep talking until the taxi comes. 

Sure, yes. 

I think we're coming to the end of this. 

We're just scratching the surface . 
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Redmond Interview 

HH: This story was told to me that she wasn't doing this for 
sexual overtures. It was an absobtion with this animal, 
Uncle Bert, that she took her clothes off and presented to 
him. 

IR: I haven't heard this story. 

HH: I can't imagine this. I mean, I can imagine with her but I 
can't imagine with anybody else only because she was so 
deeply involved. 

IR: I know that most of all the adages she voiced was that she 
wanted to observe their behavior without interfering with it. 

HH: Oh, but she did interfer with it. She started interacting 
with them. 

IR: Yes, but that should be minimized. When you're accepted into 
the family of a group and you sit there in this so-called no 
stimulus, no response situation and don't react to them then 
once you've got their confidence if you don't react to them 
you're stimulating them far more than if you react as a 
gorilla would. I can imagine if Uncle Bert was getting 
strothy(?) with Dian that she might present in order to 
appease him, and possible when one hears about this thing 
that the best way to appease an angry camp of chimpanzees is 
to put your trousers down and expose your bottom. 

HH: Is that right? 

IR: I don't know if anyone has seriously done it, but that's the 
sort of the joke thing that you do if you're attacked by 
... its a funny story. Its maybe in primatological 
folklore like the hitchhiker who is a ghost and all the other 
folklore stories of today. If you're being charged at by an 
angry, and I don't know the circumstancaes ... I can't 
imagine Dian doing a striptease to titilate (excite) a 
gorilla. In fact, if a gorilla started to do that which 
involves standing up, I would think that the gorilla would 
eventually be intimidated and move away and perhaps watch 
from a distance. The gorillas are certainly very interested 
in you and they will investigate you and they don't have 
inhibitions, so I was once taken short and had to urinate. 
It was during a rain period and the rain was just easing off 
and it was cold and my body was busting, so I peed and three 
gorillas, one of them I thought was a male, were watching 
this. One who was walking by stopped and looked and sat and 
watched. About two minutes later, and this what was 
impressed me the fact that she sat and thought about this, 
but she came over and bent down and sat where I peed and then 

/ 
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Redmond Interview 

HH: 

lifted up my raincoat and put her finger in my shorts to feel 
that. At the time I thought it was a male and of course I 
pushed him away. What I would have done if I'd known it was 
a female is between me and her. I don't know. Maybe Dian 
was taken short. Is this story something that Dian told them? 

Yes. 

IR: Who knows. When you're alone and you're on your own and you 
can do anything you want and nobody is going to know about it 
unless you tell them. 

It may have been experimental on her part, just to see what 
their reaction was. 

t./' 
HH: 

IR: Sure. It could have been risky. 

Anatomically, I understand, a gorilla cannot penetrate a 
human female. They are not equipped to do that. 

Yeah. They're not very well ~out. Dian was very aware 
of their strength and the danger and I would sometimes do 
things and tell her about them and she would say to be 
careful because there is always the chance that if you ... 
I once recognized a youngster was stealing camera bits while 
I was changing a film, Pable, came up and was about to steal 
half a role of shot film and as he approached I knocked him 
on his head. He looked at me as if, "Human beings don't do 
that!" The gorillas do. A s i 1 verback wi 11 reprimand his 
young. He turned around and went away. He often used to sit 
on my knee before that, but after that he didn't do that. I 
think that when you're going to adopt gorilla habits you have 
to include things like this. 

HH: Did she every have any physical problem, or was she ever 
struck herself? 

HH: 

IR: 

IR: I expect so, but I don't know so. 

HH: She didn't mention it? 

IR: Not in an aggressive, but sometimes in a playful way. 

HH: Did you know about Webber being bitten? 

IR: Yes. 

HH: What do you know about that? 

IR: If he's told the story ? 
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He hasn't told me the story, that's the reason I'm asking. 

Redmond Interview 

IR: Have you asked him? 

HH: No. I will be asking him when I go down there. 

IR: As I recall it, and he told it to me one time when we were 
riding back to Kegali together, was that before the six 
family rule was introduced and they weren't particularly 
interested in well-behaved people and only two or three of 
them had cameras so when they got close to the gorillas he 
took the two or three good cameras and tried to get closer. 
They'd got into a tunnel of vegetation and he turned and said 
to them jokingly that this wasn't the place he'd like to meet 
a gorilla and as he went into that the silverback charged out 
and bowled him over and in the process bit him on the back of 
the neck and cracked a couple of ribs. 

HH: He's lucky he didn't break his back. 

Well 
people. 

IR: I know of two for sure, Bill and Lucas. 

HH: Lucas got bitten him in the leg, didn't he? 

IR: That's right. 

HH: Do you know Lucas? 

IR: I'd not met him. He was there before I was there. 

• HH: 

IR: 

• HH: 

HH: 

IR: 

j 

• 

Yes he is. What had happened was that Brutus, the 
silverback, had been interacting with the tourists groups and 
they were really strung out and these people had been 
approaching and Bill had obviously been barking at him 
because of all the noise of people approaching and then it 
happened ... 

Pierece told me that Brutus had bitten four 

She said four, I don't know who the other two would be. 

I don't think the other two were tourists, whites, I think a 
number of Africans had been hit by him. DeShriver told me 
about a silverback raking out somebody's guts with his hand. 
This was a pygmie who was hunting and the silverback got him 
first. If you see DeShriver he could probably tell you that 
story. He may not speak of it, though, he's not a very 
approachable guy . 
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• HH: I understand somebody was~~~~ about DeShriver. 

Redmond Interview 

IR: Interesting. 

HH: Goodall said he was very disappointed in DeShriver. Were you 
there when Goodall came into camp, incidentally? Alan 
Goodall. 

IR: Came into Karisoke? 

HH: Yes. Goodall went back and was sent by the World Wildlife 
Fund to Zaire and he said the place had become corrupt all 
the way up to the park officials, including DeShriver. 

IR: I'd be surprised if he was involved in the corruption. He 
may have accepted it, if that corruption was necessary to get 
the park running on African lines. 

HH: Dian also told Tim White about four Catholic missionaries 
being killed and eaten during the uprising. Did she ever 
mention that to you? 

• HH: Were you aware of the trouble in Berundi and Rwanda while you 
were there? 

IR: No. 
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IR: There wasn't any trouble in Rwanda. The coup in Berundi was 
a bloodless sort of thing, and when you're up there you're 
isolated. There were primatologists you have been in Ugand 
throughout all their troubles and there in the camp and apart 
from the difficulty of getting it doesn't touch them. 

HH: How many of letters do you have of Dian's? 

IR: I haven't counted them. As well as letters from when I went 
away, I also have all of the notes from camp. 

HH: Journals? 

IR: No, I mean the physical notes that Dian wrote saying where 
were my field notes from three weeks ago, or come up the 
house tonight because we've got guests coming. What I've got 
is a pile about this thick, some of them are small things and 
others four or five page letters. I'm sort of intimized 
about letting anybody use them other than just to look 
through them and get a feel for it because if they got a 
quote from it, it would be somebody writing to you in 
confidence . 

• 



Redmond Interview 

IR: So although though they were addressed to me .... ? 

HH: You can't quote from them. You can physically own them and 
be in possession form them, but you can't quote letters from 
a person that the estate owns. 

IR: I already have quoted in my article. 

IR: Yes. 

HH: Professor Hinde has turned in all his correspondence to me. 
It's pretty helpful because you get the accuracy of what 
happened. 

IR: How do you physically want to do that? 

HH: Well if you would be willing to do it, either or you get 
somebody to make the copies or I'll pay you for copying them 
for however long it takes you. The postage or whatever is 
involved, and you keep the originals, just air mail it to 
me. As I say, I'm going to start writing when I get back and 
the more comprehensive my files are the better my book is 
going to be. 

IR: Yes. I do actually have photocopies of them all, but that 
would only leave me with the originals and so I want to have 
a working copy of them. I could either give you now the 

• 

• 

• 

HH: 

HH: 

You can be sure that nobody can quote from them without the 
explicit consent of the estate. That's a legal question in 
the United States and it is here too. 

Well, the estate hasn't been settled yet. Of course you can 
do it, but it is still a question of law. The law is that 
anything that belongs to the literary estate of a writer is 
covered by that estate and therefore anybody writing as I am 
has to paraphrase. You can take the information, but not the 
actual words. The information can't be legally enthralled, 
but the actual words can be. What I have, and I can 
understand your own concern about this, is an enormous amount 
of correspondence from a lot of people and I've got in on the 
basis that I just use it to make my book as accurate as 
possible. What I have been doing, where it is in part of an 
institution or university, is paying $11 hours for a student 
research just to xerox it for me so that it spares the person 
who has it of the trouble. So, if you should be interested 
or willing for me to see this on that basis, it would be 
great for me and would help immeasurable with what I'm trying 
to do. 
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I can copy them and give them back to you. 

Redmond Interview 

• photocopies and you can return them when you've made other 
copies. 

HH: 

IR: 

HH: 

Okay. 

As I say, the best thing that happened 
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DIAN FOSSEY'S LETTERS TO IPPL - PART I 
During the night of 26-27December1985, Dian Fossey, who had studied the Mountain gorillas 

of Rwanda over an 18-year period, was brutally murdered in her cabin in the mountains of Rwanda. 
It now appears likely that the truth about her death will never be known. A biography of Dian Fossey 
was published in 1987 ("Woman in the Mists," by Farley Mowat, published by Warner Books) and 
a movie is being made about her life, starring Sigourney Weaver. The film is expected to be released 
later this year. 

Dian was a long-time friend of the International Primate Protection League. In 1977, she in 
itiated a correspondence with our organization which lasted the rest of her life. Most of the letters 
were written to Shirley McGreal. We have decided to share extracts from these beautifully written 
and touching letters with you, our members. 

Karisoke, December 19, 1977 
I have now just today received my copy of the International Pri 

mate Protection League Newsletter. That is a big title for a little 
magazine, but I find your small gazette far more worthy of actual 
conservation information than many other magazines containing 
glossy pictures, etc. 

• • • This is a brief letter - have only just returned to camp 
from a lot of medical/surgery things abroad. I get involved with my 
protection of the mountain gorillas when I read articles of real 
worth such as your magazine, albeit small, presents. You have the 
facts to present. This is something I've never encountered before 
in writing though /' ve only spent the past eleven years of my life 
doing same, but in the field. Apologize for typing mistakes - have 
been out all day cutting traps to find Group 5 and I am tired. 

) Just 12 days later, on 31 December 1977, a tragic event took 
place that was to change the course of Dian's life. Digit, the gorilla 

, most dear to Dian, was killed by poachers "for the sole purpose of 
his head and hands" while protecting the rest of his family group 
from poachers. The group was led by the silverback male, Uncle 
Bert. Anti-poaching work became more and more of a priority for 
Dian. 

Karisoke, March 3, 1978 
Thank you for your letter of Feb. 12th which I received today 

at camp. I can't answer it in too much detail because I am terribly 
involved in matters concerning the killing, by poachers, of one of 
my study animals, my most beloved animal Digit; secondly, there 
is the work to keep up in the field. 

• • • Actually, there is much going on that I have no way 
of learning about since I spend my time on the mountain; sometimes 
I get outside news, most of the time, none. At the moment I am only 
concerned about Digit's killing; then, last week, I got the news that 
another baby mountain gorilla has been taken into Zaire Park 
headquarters from Mt. Visoke - the northern side far from camp. 
We are now in the process of checking out the group, or groups, 
from which it might have come. These would be fringe groups 
which we take counts of yearly only because they are so far away. 
For the next two weeks, that will be my main endeavor - trying to 
sort out truth from rumor. In closing, I wish you all the best in your 
own work. 

Karisoke, May 19, 1978 
Now, Tiger, who will be the next dominant male of Group 4, 

and another male, Beetsme, are taking over Digit's role as group 
protectors. I think it is fairly well explained in the enclosed article. 
Yes, I would very much like a lead story on Digit whenever conve 
nient for your newsletter. Photos of Digit, both alive and dead, 

may be obtained from Mr. Al Royce; Illustrations Editor; National 
Geographic Magazine; Washington, D.C. The most graphic, and 
rather horrid ones of Digit in death, are poses of his body sitting 
upright sans head or hands. I can't look at them myself; they are 
in the same pose as the Rwandese poster which says, "Come and 
Meet Me in Rwanda." 

• • • You asked about "getting the animals to trust people 
since there are so many vile people." You asked for a direct quote 
on this. I can tell you that I have never habituated my gorillas JfJ 
~fricans for the sim.ple rearnn that that split second it might ta~ 
a gorilla to recognize an A rica · d or oe could 
secon costing is life. My Africans totally understand why their 
blackjaces cannot be accepted by the gorillas, so, in fact, does the 
Presid~nt of Rwanda. Gorillas only know black faces as poachers; 
my African staff and high governmental officials also comprehend 
the facts that exist - black faces mean danger; white faces, after 
11 years of habituation, mean safety. I have been criticized on th1§_. 
point i~ public by and [names omitted] who in 
sist, without having any of the poacher problems I have here, that 
I should introduce Africans to the gorillas;/' ve answered them both 
pub~icly in stating that I will not be responsible for habituating 
gorillas to Africans until every last poacher is driven from the park 
- probably outside of my lifetime. In the meanwhile, I continue to 
train Africans in botanical and parasitology studies within the Pare 
des .Volcans and constant patrol work. Many of these men see the 
gorillas at long range, without the gorillas being aware they are 
on ~he ~cene. In this way the Africans are happy about maintaining 
their distance from the animals, and also are supporting their own 
work interests without jeopardizing either their own interests or 
those of the gorillas. 

• • • You would be interested to know that Group 4 had a 
ne·w· ~aby, via mother 'Simba' on April 6th, and I believe this is 
Digits .one and only offspring. Uncle Bert has never shown any 
sexual interest in her, and I saw her intensely mating with D.1git 
~round !uly 5th of last year. The infant was named Mwelu, which, 
1~ Swahili means a touch of brightness and light; this was the name 
given to an American girl, Debi Hamburger, who was ready to 
come here for her Ph.D. work before she died of cancer after a val 
iant fight against the odds of her disease. By fortunate chance ~er 
parents came here to leave me her ashes to scatter over the working 
area, via plane, the day before Mwelu was born. We only heard 
but didn't see the baby the day after they arrived. 

Tha~kyou again for both of your letters. It is good to know that 
people ~n the outside world care about this place and my work with 
the gorillas. Possibly the day after day rain and fog which now to 
ta~ly ~nvelop the camp and work do influence one's moods; after f?1g1t s death, as well as the death of a baby gorilla from 'Zaire. 
It makes one wonder why they should go on fighting. 
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Tuck, female Mountain gorilla. ©Evelyn Gallardo 

Karisoke, July 19, 1978 
Am pleased you liked the article about Digit and that you will 

use it. It doesn't matter to me if you use, or don't use, the names 
of the men who caught the poacher, or the poachers' names, 
though I believe that MUNY AR UK/KO' s name should definitely be 
used as he is the leading poacher within the Virungas, and the 
leader of the pack that killed Digit and a number of other gorillas. 
None of my men, who helped to capture KANY ARA GANO are here 
at the time as they work in 20 day shifts and are off the mountain 
for another 15 days. 

You mentioned that you'd written to Al Royce for pictures - am 
sure he will provide them; he did send me a number of black and 
whites, but of only 2 photos. He did not send any of Digit decapi 
tated; it is not a pleasant picture to look at, however it tells more 
than any text especially when compared with Digit alive. I would 
like that picture used providing you have the space. 

No, I can't say I've seen many decent facilities in zoos for goril 
las, though I know of some who are trying; Seattle is really trying 
under the direction of one David Hancock (I think that is his name). 
He is a young English Zoo Director who has been fighting politics 
and financial problems in order to build a proper gorilla facility 
with "indoor planting", replaceable when needed. He is an excep 
tional person of great integrity. 

Yes, the poacher we caught is still in jail as are 2 others, but 
they have not gone to the tribunal yet; the tribunal court hearing 
is a necessary step toward the legal penalty infliction of prison 
terms. 3 of the biggest poachers involved in Digit's slaying - the 

3 responsible for nearly all gorilla, elephant, buffalo and antelope 
killings within the park - have now returned to their village not far 
from the mountains. One of them, of course, is MUNYARUKIKO, 
and last Ma I too " aw into m own hands" to unish him 
a was fined $600. I consider the me air as com ared with ex u - 
swn rom e country. Unfortunately, I don't think my previous ac 
uons against this man would be tolerated a second time. I can only 
continue to pressure the local authorities to deal with him but the 
seem a rat o o so as e 1s e main rov1der of ivory and meat 

y 0 t e Im ortant" A icans w om a ear 0 re 
a at o one another. After we captured KANYARAGANO, 
Mf:JNY-ARHKIKO and the other 2 fled into Zaire but returned to 
their homes 7 weeks ago when they felt "the heat was off." They 
are again working within the park, some 4 hours from camp, for 
buffalo and antelope; no elephants are left in this area. A very mis 
leading article from the AP [Associated Press] claimed that all of 
Digit's killers had been imprisoned by a Rwanda court - this is a 
direct quote from clippings friends have sent me. 

••• As to date, some £6,000 have been collected from the 
U.K. only from articles I wrote about Digit; this camp has received 
exactly £500 out of the lot, all of which we are using on patrols 
and additional census work. I also want more surveillance done on 
the so-called "guard huts" built around the perimeter of the park; 
5 have been covered, out of 12, within the last 2 weeks and none 
were found staffed, 3 had been vandalized, 2 were in good shape, 
but not staffed. The rest will be checked within the next 2 weeks 
during a big census and patrol survey starting today. We've also 
completed 2 other censuses with the money and last week alone cut 
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32 traps. The money from England is just about finishe~ now _so 
[' ll be using what American funds are collected to continue with. 
patrol work and training of Rwandese. It is my aim to see that_ the 
funds are directly applied to the work rather than to such things 
as airfares or expensive equipment. 

Karisoke, August 4, 1978 
The latest news is tragic beyond belief On July 24th Uncle 

Bert, the majestic silverback in his prime of Group 4, was killed 
by a single bullet into his heart, the estimated 16 to 17 year old 
female, Macho, mother of a 3 year old infant, Kweli, was shot and 
killed in the same poacher raid by a single bullet which went 
through her right arm, directly through her hear~, smashing the 
ribs and exited her body; her 3 year old was slightly wounded 

, thro~gh the right trapezius, probably by the same bullet, but l_ives ', 
' J By tracking we found that the poachers had spent the night tn 

the park in a distant area on Mt. Karisimbi in Rwanda before de 
scending into the saddle area of Zaire whe~e Group 4 had bee_n for 
several days, met the Group in what was evidently a planned killing 
shortly after they'd arisen from their night n~sts, _chased them from 
90m roughly and first killed Macho. As trail ev1_dence ~uggested, 
Uncle Bert was fleeing in the lead of the group JUSt as tn the case 
of Digit trying to lead t~e_m back to t~e mou_ntain slopes leaving a 
terrible flee trail contauung much diarrhetic dung. When Macho 
was shot he turned back in an abortive attempt to go to her assist 
ance and was shot head on. He was then decapitated, and the bullet 
which had lodged in his body was excised by a large panga 
[machete-like knife] slash on the right side from the heart chamber. 
This was done so that the caliber couldn't be traced and also so 
that it would be perfectly obvious to us the manner in which he'd 
been killed as the small bullet hole remained perfectly intact. We 
have diligently searched for the cartridge which killed M_acho, but 
they must have removed it. The student who near dally cove~s 
Group 4 arrived about 8:30 to begin what would ha~e been his 
usual all-day contact, and it is felt that his approach frightened off 
the poachers before they could cut off Uncle Bert's hands or 
Macho' s head; Uncle Bert's body was still warm. The next day the 
Commandoes, police and I raided the village of MUNYARUKIKO, 

<one of 3 of Digit's killers still remaining free, and_ caught 
GASHABIZI, another one of Digit's killers, also probably involved 
in the recent murders. The following day I drove the Commandoes 
and police to the village of SEBAHUTU, who, along wi_th 
MUNYARUK/KO, is known to possess a gun, and we caught him 
hidden outside his compound as he tried to flee. He was definitely 
one of Uncle Bert's and Macho' s kill~rs for we found a hid~en 
jacket sodden with blood and a blood sticky spear and pang a which 
"one of his wives later tried to re_h_ide from us. On th_e 28t~ we made 
another raid and caught an additional 11 poachers m various areas 

..J below the mountain, but I consider it doubtful they have anything 
to do with the recent killings. 

With no silverback leader, the fate of Group 4 is virtually nil 
as they have only 10112 year old Tiger and an older female who've 
been trying to lead and protect them. They've rejected the attempts e- 

of another group to try and split them up and yesterday were flee mg ~ 
from the advances of what appeare~ to b_e ~ l~ne silverback. Such , 
interactions are bound to cause senous tnjurtes to Group 4 mem- dj 
hers. Also feel poachers will strike again knowing they are now 
without a leader. The entire situation is just about too much to 
bear. In closing I wish to thank the League for the money sent on 
to the Digit Fund which will be certainly used for poacher patrols. 
I will be keeping in touch. 

Karisoke, September 19, 1978 
/am in receipt of your letters of August 18th and 28th plus the 

magazine on Digit. I think the latter is very well done though I find 
it difficult to look at the pictures or think too much about the con 
tents of the text. It presents the story compactly and clearly. 

• • • Upon hearing the news of the deaths of Un~le Be:t and 
Macho, my good student returned from England and ts rolling on 

with the patrols. In one day last week he and an African cut 1_9 
traps, newly set; the day's work cost the equivalent of $1 .50 in 
wages for the African. This has always been part of the work at 
camp but now can be extended beyond our previous efforts. . 

Regarding Group 4: of the initial 12 members, only 6 remain 
together but without a dominant, mature silverback, I feel It will 
only be a temporary unit. (Mwelu and her mother, Simba, remain). 
An older female, Flossie, and her daughter plus an unrelated 
young male left Group 4 to join an older silverback' s well con 
trolled group, but shortly thereafter she and her daughter left them 
to join a smaller group which has a stable leader. They left t~e 
young male in the older silverback' s group as the young male_ s 
mother had joined in this group four years ago and it seems he will 
be accepted with them. The old female, Flossie, didn't get out of 
Group 4 soon enough as a young, immature silverback killed her 
2 'h month old infant as he wanted to breed with her. This particular 
male was kept under strict control by Uncle Bert but, of course, 
after the killings he created total chaos in trying to impose his "au 
thority" on the remaining animals. For this reason I'm glad the old 
girl is away; hopefully she and her daughter will both have new 
chances to breed. So, essentially Group 4 is now split between 3 
groups. 

No, they still haven't caught Munyarukiko whom they claim is 
in Uganda though I have reason to doubt this very much. Another 
2 weeks of patrol and we should have knowledge of his whereab 
outs. Via slow, sneaky queries, I do now know that a "big shot" 
from below knew about the killings the day before they occurred. 
I can't remember if I've written all this to you or not. The aim tn 
these killings was to capture one of the young juveniles of the 
group. The youngster, Kweli, was shot through his upper shoulder 
but still lives and will recover, I believe. His mother, Macho, was 
killed coming to his defense, and Uncle Bert killed running to h~r 
defense. The youngster was supposed to have been delivered t~ this 
person in a town called Gisenyi and he was on his way to pick 11 
up, along with 2 other men, an hour before the killings occurred. 
How Kweli managed to elude them is a miracle except that he.fled 
while the poachers were dealing with Macho and U nc/e Bert· 

Again, I wish to thank you most sincerely for all of your help 
and work on behalf of the gorillas. You have done a tremendous 
amount of good. It's wonderful to know that people do care· It 
seem~ that if one is to do this work properly, they make a lot, of 
enemies, but how much more satisfying it is to know that you ve 
accomplished something worthwhile rather than go along with the 
bunch that wants to turn their backs on the facts. 

Thank you again for everything. 

-, 
J 

r. 

£ 

r Karisoke, October 16, 1~7~ 
I am enclosing the 1st report on the patrol done using 'Digit 

Fund' money though some support came from England. In adden: 
c dum to the above report, the boy, fan Redmond, who took a spear 
~ in hi~ wrist, is just fine and will be able to go through ut« show mg 

off his poacher-spear scar to his great grandchildren with gusto. 
It took 5 stitches externally and a great number internally, but they 
didn't even keep him in the hospital overnight. The matter was 
taken to the Rwandan police and NKUBIL/, a wonderful SUB 
STITUT of Ruhengeri, who is reporting it to the Zairois indignantly 

~: for Ian was a totally innocent victim. 
Ian was one of 3 who caught the poacher, Ndumvago: w~o 

know_s where MUNYARUKIKO is hiding out in Zaire - this will 
provide an excellent chance for the Zairois and Rwandese to work 
together - we'll see. 

Remains of Group 4 doing fine - in fact, Kweli played/or the 
first time very briefly about a week ago. 

• • • Received £350 from Mr. Rosen last week which was 
a Godsend coming when it did. As you will see from the above pat 
~ol report, the work is very effective, sans spears, but we _want to 
mvol~e more Rwandese. The above period was necessary tn order 
to tram an American student, Craig Shotley, who will go on to tram 
~fr_ican~. H_e is well broken in by now so all systems are go. fan 
IS tn Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda, for additional medical 
treatment if required and also to buy various bits of inexpensive 
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equipment for the patrols; i.e., plastic sheeting to sew up into tubu 
lar tents or even rain clothes, cartons of corn beef and fish, tin 
cups, spoons, cooking pans. Ian is from Yorkshire - need I say 
more! Have never met anyone quite as ingenious at getting things 
for next to nothing leaving the 'donor' feeling as though he were 
in debt to I an! 

Camp is going very well with the addition of the above 2 boys; 
previously, and currently, had only 3 Ph.D. students uninterested 
in conservation activities. A balance of both types is ideal, and now 
we have it. 

Thank you again for all of your help and interest. 

_) 

Karisoke, 23 December 1978 
I do have one bit of very sad news. Mwelu was killed, an infan 

ticide victim, by Nunkie on December 6th when he took Simba into 
his group. This was not unexpected. Actually Simba is far better 
off traveling with Nunkie, who maintains a range on Visoke' s 
slopes, rather than the saddle, just now. Hopefully she will breed 
again with him - he's been trying hard - and will be more secure 
than had she stayed with the 3 remnant males of Group 4. They also 
are staying on the mountain slopes rather than returning to the sad 
dle, but, as I' ve previously stated, I don't see any future for them. 
Anticipate Beetsme going off on his own back toward the north 
western facing Visoke slopes and Titus trying to stay with Tiger 
providing poachers don't return to them in an attempt to capture 
Titus. I haven't done any reports as yet because it is first necessary 
to catch up on correspondence, however I will send you a copy of 
all that went on whilst I was away once I get them summarized. 

There are two bits of good news: one of Nunkie' s females, a 
long term suspected trap injured female by the name of Pandora, 
has finally given birth after being with him for some 31/2 years. De 
spite her very gross hand deformities, she is a capable mother; she 
certainly is an extraordinary gutsy individual. Secondly, and I 
think this is quite comical, Puck, long considered a blackback male 
of Group 5 has also given birth! 1! There is nothing I like better than 
being proven wrong and Puck's sex is undoubtedly one of the 
biggest mistakes ever made thus far; am delighted about it because 
that's what research is all about. Puck was developing a small head 
crest, was/is lightly silvered on his/her back and had/has very large 
canines, especially for a female; also has never been seen being 
seriously mounted by the two silverbacks in the group and itself has 
done a great deal of play mounting of other young females. The 
birth occurred on December 14th, according to the students, and 
f' m sure they couldn't mistake his/her identity because it is such 
a distinctive individual. Having known this animal since the day 
it was born I find it very difficult to begin calling him a 'her' and 
would like to invent a new term such as 'herm' . 

• • • I stopped by briefly to say hello to Mr. NKUB/l/ in 
· ~ Ruhengeri (The Substitut, Chef des Brigades) and received a totally 

open, warm, genuine welcome home. He wants to come to camp 
with the Park Director, apparently a friend of his, and remains as 

' keen as ever about Park matters. Hopefully the meeting will take 
c place as planned for I feel that we can accomplish a lot between 

the three of us. Mr. NKUBILI is probably one of the finest Africans 
I've ever met; he has gone far beyond the line of duty toward 
poacher control and, by the way, is keeping the killers caught of 
Digit, Uncle Bert and Macho in prison. One of my students wrote 
to me whilst I was in America that MUNYARUKIKO had been cap- 

'.., tu red, but that isn't true unfortunatel . . 
at is about a o t e news for the moment until f can have 

a go at summarizing the reports of the field work. In nearly all ways 
it is good to be back - especially to see once again all of the duiker 
and bushbuck grazing throughout camp feeling entirely safe. 
Though as December 31st approaches I can't help but feel that I 
am stop-watching Digit's last days as of a year ago, a morbid feel 
ing but one that persists. Also, the "holiday season" is the biggest 
poacher season of all, and I am inclined to anticipate the usual in 
flux despite the fact that most of the full-time poachers are still tn 
prison. 

Don't intend to end on a drab note as I do remain deeply 

gratified for all of the interest and active assistance shown in Amer 
ica during my stay. I am, in particular, very grateful to you and 
your strong sense of dedication. Thank you. 

Karisoke, Feb. 8, 1979 
Since my return I have not resumed my daily reports on the re 

maining animals of Group 4 as I wanted desperately to finish my 
book - have only 6 months out of 12 years left to write up, plus an 
N.G. article and trying to keep the camp going. Since I last wrote 
you, the only thing that has happened regarding Group 4' s three 
males is that they were taken over by Peanuts, an ex-silverback of 
Group 8 who has been traveling alone for some time. They had 
nothing to lose by going with him (January 2/st) and he can offer 
them some protection because of his age. But, Peanuts is inexperi 
enced in interactions and might subject "his new group" to situa 
tions they can't handle resulting in woundings. Also, Peanuts has 
no real terrain he can call his own territory thus wanders far, far 
from the study area into the saddle toward Mikeno. I am using Digit 
Fund Money to send out bivouac Africans to keep them in check. 
Thus far, no poachers or new traps found in part of the saddle west 
of Visoke - the same area Digit and the others were killed in; lots 
of buffalo and elephant. If I am correct, because of my Africans' 
work, there are no poachers within 5km. of the study area (most 
are in prison because of the work of Nkubili), but it is not good to 
relax vigilance. 

• • • I can well understand why you are busy. I actually won 
der if any other single person has done so much for the cause of 
Primate protection than yourself? There are so many people that 
yak about "doing", but never act. I can only do for the gorillas, 
but you are doing for so many species. 

• • • In the way of good news, and there isn't much of it, 
Mr. Nkubili and his family climbed to camp on Feb. 4th totally un 
expected and simply to say hello. Wow, I can't tell you what his 
visit meant to me ... This man is the Chef des Brigadest Substitut 
of R uhengeri - the last word in legal authority for the entire prefec 
ture of Ruhengeri. He alone is responsible for the imprisonment' 
stay of 5 to 8 years for every poacher/' ve caught concerning the 
slayings of Digit and Uncle Bert, Macho, Kweli. As I told you in 
my letter of Dec. 23rd, I've never met an African, except for my 
own camp staff, like him. He is absolutely sincere, honest and in 
tegral. To bring up his wife and children on a horrid rainy day just 
to say hello speaks a lot for him as most Africans are really afraid 
of the forest; furthermore one cannot obtain petrol here anymore 
and the drive from Ruhengeri, 45 minutes, must have cost him 
something. He remains very intent upon the capture of 
MUNYARUK/KO, but states that he doesn't know where to find 
him. 

• • • I am doing the patrols with trusted Africans without 
the knowledge of anyone - Europeans - here. Out of context, but 
important, 2 men returned tonight in a terrible hail storm having 
spent 4 days in the saddle between my camp and Mt. Mikeno - 5 
miles in length, but they worked at varying altitudes. They only 
found 2 old, rotten traps and no footprints of poachers. They said 
there were no antelope to be seen or heard or tracked, no elephant 
but lots of buffalo. They claimed, and I quite agreed with them, that 
all of the duiker and bush-buck have been poached out in this tre 
mendous saddle area. Actually, most of the antelope are living in 
camp in herds for they know it is safe here. Part of the work of this 
team was to follow Group 4 and Peanuts. They reported - this is 
really fresh news of only an hour - that Peanuts met a group of 9 
nest builders plus I new baby from Mt. Mikeno (near Kabara in 
Zaire). I think this is my old Group I from the description, and 
Peanuts chased the group all the way back to Mikeno thus they 
didn't have an interaction. Peanuts needs females, or at least one, 
but he is not very clever at going about obtaining them. There re 
mains the distinct possibility that Peanuts and the 3 males of Group 
4 will stay in that area and try to make a home range somewhere 
between Visoke and Mikeno - all in Zaire and near the area Digit, 
U.B. and Macho were killed but further west. At any rate, I must 
let these men rest up for at least IO days before I send them out 
again. 
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• • • I will just keep on with my undercover work, all quite 
legal (my men are not armed); also I have two men working down 
below the villages, especially the bars, trying to seek out informa 
tion concerning the whereabouts of MUNYARUKIKO and any 
news concerning poachers. They are due to report to me on Sunday 
after I 2 days below. If they have information of value, it goes to 
Mr. Nkubili. 

• • • I have received a fine letter last week from the Conser 
vator of the Pare des Virungas in Zaire. He is anxious to visit camp 
to "speak about mutual cooperation for conservation between 
Rwanda and Zaire". This has long been a prerequisite of mine, but 
they keep changing conservators in Zaire so often that I barely get 
to know one before another one has his job. At any rate I've written 
to him urging him to come here. 

• • • The two mountain gorillas from Karisimbi, captured 
for the Cologne Zoo, died in April and June of'78 (2 entire groups 
of gorillas were killed to obtain these juveniles, Coco and Pucker). 
The Cologne Zoo is not releasing any information about their 
deaths but I have an autopsy report from a contact there. The Ger 
mans have been hoping to replace them once again from the Virun 
gas. I didn't hear this news until just before I left the States. I re 
ceived the detailed autopsy reports just last week from Germany. 
The attempted capture of Kweli could well be tied in with this, but 
I have no proof of it as yet. 

Karisoke, March 1, 1979 
Regretfully, Ian Redmond is currently in England - he had to 

go home for Christmas - thus patrol work is substantially reduced. 
None of the current students here are willing to function in that 
manner. I am worried about Ian's hand - his mom wrote to me the 
other day and expressed the same concern. I truly had thought it 
would be okay upon my return but found that he hadn't done any 
of the proper exercises and hadn't been worried about them, think 
ing his hand would automatically get better. For sure, he should 
have surgery (muscle transplants) on that hand before returning. 

Mr. Nkubili has subjected all of the poachers thus far caught 
for 8 to 10 years of imprisonment via the tribunal. He is an extraor 
dinary African and a real friend. Unexpectedly he came, along with 

, part of his family, to visit camp several weekends ago. My wood 
man caught sight of black faces climbing up the trail and began yel 
ling "Bawindagi" (poachers). I grabbed two guns and chased after 
the woodman and the houseman shooting up in the air! Mr. Nkubili 
laughed it off while trying to protect his children and wife against 
the crazy Bazungu (European/white skinned). We had a wonderful 
4 hour visit after that. I truly don't know of any other African so 

~:. 
Dian Fossey with Gorilla Group. 

Peter Veit ©National Geographic Society 

hard working, so honest, so just. Were it not for him, some 24 
poachers would still be working in the forest. 

• • • Because of the current students' reluctance to attempt 
poacher patrols I am using one of my Africans, one I can trust, to 
do some undercover work in the villages below. His salary is paid 
by the Digit Fund. He has worked here for the past 5 years, but 
Ian fired him for cutting live trees for firewood for camp - that is 
a real no-no as far as I am concerned. I concurred with him being 
fired as a woodman, but he returned to beg for any kind of work. 
He looks like a member of the Mafia. 1 play-acted hitting him and 
telling him he could not work here - we used catsup on his 
"wounds" in front of several of the Africans working for the French 
t. v. They believed it all and added to the rumors of Fossey beating 
up Africans. The students also believe it. The man has been able 
to glean the name of the man who is now guarding Sebahutu' s gun 
- the gun that killed Uncle Bert, Macho and, eventually, Kweli, 
in a bar "discussion." The man is not very addicted to pombe [a 
local alcoholic beverage] and has been given enough francs to buy 
pombe for others in the local bars of the main poacher village. The 
information he gathers is sent on to Nkubili to issue convocations 
of any found out poaching or in league with poachers. 

• • • Must close for now as I am much behind in paper work. 
There is no more essence [gasoline] or kerosene in Rwanda - prob 
ably for about 6 months at least, thus this letter might be delayed 
in getting to you. I have stored up a good supply of essence so that 
I can help out the Embassy. Kerosene I don't have a supply of and 
that hurts night working on the typewriter. A rebellion is expected 
within Rwanda soon because the supply of Primus (local beer) is 
finished nearly and the country is surrounded by rebelling coun 
tries - Zaire, Tanzania and Uganda. I am not particularly worried 
about all this talk, but 1 am slowly trying to clear out camp just in 
case there is need for evacuation. 

Thank you again for all of your support and your great cour 
age. I do so wish the world was filled with Shirley McGreals. 

Karisoke, March 18, 1979 
1 am enclosing the 6th report on the remnants of Group 4 fol 

lowing the killings; the 3rd report on activities related to the Digit 
Fund and the 4th report on the Digit Fund Budget as it now stands. 

As you will note in the summary of the 6th report, 3 .6 year old 
'Lee' of Nunkie' s Group was caught in a trap on March 3rd; he 
~s still wearing the wire around his foot which is becoming badly 
infected and swollen. He will either lose the foot or his life if the 
wire isn't removed - something I am trying to get help for at the 
moment. 1 honestly feel this wouldn't have happened had there 
beer: a student at camp, like Ian Redmond, to cut traps on a regular 
basis, or had we not had all of the new restrictions from the Park 
~ept. ~oncerning patrol work. At any rate, as the 3rd report states, 
I ve hired trusted Africans that have worked for me in the past and 
have them on patrols 3 days a week. I want to expand their work 
to other areas where gorillas range, but for the time being they 
h~ve plenty of cleaning up to do in the saddle south and west of 
Visoke, even on Visoke' s distant slopes; yesterday 9 new ones cut 
on the northern slopes where 2 groups consistently range; today 
13 new traps cut in the southern saddle where Nunkie' s group often 
goes, and a duiker released unharmed. I am pleased with the men's 
work, but hardly pleased with the increase of trapping since Ian 
left· The southern saddle area was checked several weeks ago and 
found absolutely clean, but today's traps had only been set yester 
day t~ough they'd already caught two duiker. I am paying these 
5 Africans more than I had planned because they are not working 
under European supervision, not a drawback in their case as they'd 
already been trained. We are handicapped by not being able to 
capt~re poachers (that will be done under the program being set 
up with ORTPN) [Rwanda's Department of Tourism and National 
Parks] but I am content simply to have working patrols to keep the 
traps cut-too late though for Lee. 

_The juvenile is very much on my mind just now. I feel there re 
main ab?ut 10 more days before he reaches a crucial stage. If the 
darting ~s done, it will undoubtedly involve shooting Nunkie as well 
as he will charge to protect lee. I feel - don't know for certain - 
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that the rest of the group will flee, but they will need to be covered, 
most likely by people, so they won't flee too far. It poses so many 
problems and I can't come up with all of the answers. Hopefully, 
next time l write to you things won't seem so grim. I hope your own 
work is going well. 

Karisoke, April 23, 1979 
Enclosed are the 7th Report following the killings; the 4th re 

port on activities related to the Digit Fund; the 5th expenditure list 
ings.Animal-wise, the main events were the departure of Peanuts 
from Group 4 to go onto his own patrol and collect 2 more individu 
als before being reunited with Group 4 raising its total to 6 ani 
mals. One of the new individuals, a juvenile, has only a stump for 
a right foot - has been named Ahab. The group from which the 2 
came has been known to range on the north-western Visoke slopes 
and into the saddle toward Mikeno. This is where we've been cut 
ting so many traps and it seems entirely likely the juvenile some 
time ago lost its foot in a trap and did recover. Lee, the new trap 
victim of Nunkie' s group, still remains the same - is feeding and 
able to keep up with the group, but the foot is certainly not healing. 
The man whose opinion l sought concerning darting to remove the 
wire reckoned the risk of having to dart Nunkie as well was too 
great (furthermore there were no medicines in Rwanda) so the idea 
was dropped. I do respect his opinion so no action is planned for 
now. 

Patrol-wise, the Africans have been working very well having 
demolished 233 traps giving an over-all total of 354 in 28 days. 
This past week their 3 days of work only found 9 which disappointed 
them terribly but thrilled me. 

• • • l have permits to export skeletons of some I 3 gorillas, 
long, long since dead, for the Smithsonian. l was once accused of 
having paid Africans so much money to bring skeletons to me and 
was so angry that I buried all of the boxed ones which were ready 
for shipment. Now I have the joy of digging them up again and re 
wrapping them all before the permit expires though still don't have 
permission to export them from Rwanda. They don' I include any 
of Group 4 victims. !feel those should stay here where they belong; 
not a very scientific attitude, but none the less how !feel about them 
being together. 

Heard from Ian Redmond the other day. His wrist injury is far 
worse than originally thought in that his median and ulnar nerves 
were severed and he will soon start on operations in England by 
the top neurosurgeon of that country. He, as always, is very cheer 
ful and uncomplaining about it all, saying "keep your fingers 
crossed!" I shall be anxious to know how all turns out. 

Karisoke, June 4, 1979 
One of the animals Peanuts took is apparently a female - 

991/2% sure of that, but don't yet know about the younger one, 
Ahab, who has lost his right foot some time ago. Lee, the juvenile 
caught in a trap on March 3rd, died on May 9th from anemia, 
pneumonia and other complications of the wound. I was in Kigali 
when she was taken from the group and only returned in time to 
get a detailed autopsy done here on the 12th. I was only grateful 
she (not a male as always thought) didn't have to suffer anymore 
- 60 days is a long time. The patrols are continuing well but the 
Africans are disappointed - not as many traps to cut. 

• • • I met the new conservator, USENGIMANA, Camille 
on two occasions last month as he brought up high-ranking French 
officials in Rwanda for Franco-African meetings. He is an im 
provement, in some ways, over the previous one, BANZUBAZE 
(now no more.'). but much too soon to judge him. I'd gone out to 
Group 5 with a student, looked downhill just after we'd made our 
contact, and some 120' below was a crowd of 6 French, 3 big-wig 
Africans and 3 porters staring back at us with cameras and binocu 
lars. It was a case of people watching the people watching the 
gorillas watching the people ... and on. Naturally the group was 
disturbed, and I was foaming at the mouth as the people began 
climbing up yakking away and intent on cine. To pacify them I went 
down, moved them off and gave them an hour's lecture on gorillas, 
but the day was ruined because of their disturbance. 

Everything going well at present- the weather is so horrid that 
I think even poachers must be discouraged. Dry season should 
begin for real in July which will mean more poachers and more 
tourists to worry about but will cross that bridge when we get to 
it. Hope all is going well with your work. 

Karisoke, July S, 1979 
Am enclosing the 9th Report on the progress of the Group 4 

remnants and the 6th Report on patrol work. 
All of the animals are well; the most outstanding event being 

the birth of an infant to Petula, mother of Lee, on June 27th. 
Patrols working very well though they must go much further 

each week to find anything. The majority of their efforts are in the 
high alpine meadows of Mt. Karisimbi (non-gorilla terrain) as 
treks elsewhere now find nothing. Still, if the poachers are within 
the park, no matter where, they need to be stopped. I'm very much 
dreading July 24th, [a holiday period] though Nunkie' s Group and 
Group 4 are not using the saddle-probably because of the continu 
ing inclement weather. 

Karisoke, August 19, 1979 
Am enclosing the latest reports on Group 4 remnants, patrols 

and budget. Am particularly grateful for the patrol work now be 
cause of recent presence of poachers and traps within Group 5' s 
range. The reason for traps within 5' s bamboo zone is that it is ad 
jacent to the shambas and Group 5 hasn't been there for months 
so the poachers had it to themselves. We finished cleaning it out 
this week with the poachers themselves cutting those that remained 
to collect them before the patrol did. On July 27th the patrol 
brought me a baby bushbuck they'd found caught in a rope trap. 
It is still living though yesterday it seemed weaker. Its back hind 
leg is broken, but it didn't tolerate a tight splint so I removed it and 
have simply bandaged it though that doesn't seem an ultimate solu 
tion. For the time being I am well content simply to have it feed 
well, which it does, and to try and build up its strength. Its mother 
was apparently killed in the same trap prior to the baby's capture, 
and he came here very malnourished but is beginning to fill out on 
vegetation and a medicated milk mixture. Oh, he is absolutely 
beautiful with huge round orbs, a "bambi" type white tail tuft and 
spreckled over his back. He hasn't shown much sign of taming 
down yet though I spend at least 10 minutes of every hour, when 
not out in the field, with him. I do so hope he makes it. 

• • • All goes well with the gorillas except for tourists, and 
they are a real problem. I have already written in my book that I 
fully anticipate an "accident" as the Park Director and the Conser 
vator refuse to curb the number or send them elsewhere. Up to 35 
people a day harass Group 5 throughout the day accompanied by 
armed park guides whose guns are trained on Icarus, the younger 
silverback, who now charges constantly. The group is going bon 
kers and their ranging and social behaviour is totally artificial. ft' s 
for certain they cannot endure much more of this. 

• • • Many thanks for your letter of August 10th and your 
questions. I'm enclosing the latest Digit Fund activity report, No. 
8, and the budget report, No. 9. As you'll see, the patrol continues 
to function ever so well - I'm proud of them. Sad news was that 
the baby bushbuck died just when I had visions of it frolicking 
around camp then eventually going its own way. I didn't accept its 
death very well I'm afraid, most likely because I don't understand 
why it died - have yet to receive a report from the vet and will prob 
ably have to go down for it. 

In the way of.GOOD news - MUNYARUKIKO died on Sept. 
3rd. Surely that will make your day! It sure made mine when! heard 
about it. I may have more to tell you about it someday. 

• • • Shirley, health-wise, I need to get away. Nothing terri 
bly serious I'm sure, but my body simply isn't able to take too much 
more for awhile. My left hip is quite troublesome allowing me to 
go into the field only with several Darvon - a bad habit. This has 
been going on since April 15th when I slipped on some rocks and 
landed a bit roughly. Other things are wrong too, probably a lot 
to do with old age and diet, but a break would be tremendously 
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welcomed. A hip surgery though would tie me down for too long, 
especially now that the patrols are working so well; I don't know 
if my men would work for anyone else quite as honestly or as ea 
gerly. I can't tell you what their loyalty means to me and how re 
warding I find their efforts. I must close as the porters are here. 

Karisoke, January 24, 1980 
Many thanks for your letter of October 3/st. I'm sorry not to 

have replied before now. Things as usual seem hectic especially 
since the addition of an infant gorilla to the household. She arrived 
on January I st and is proving to be quite a handful, into everything 
and in need of constant attention. All that I know about her thus 

far is written in the enclosed report on "Charley" (not an ideal 
name and will probably be changed). If I find out anymore will let 
you know. 

To add to the confusion are the addition of 3 new students, 
though I don't know what I'd do without the help of one -a wonder 
ful boy who is helpful with the care of the baby; can't say much 
for the others. They will take over camp, along with one already 
here for JO months, as I will go to Cornell beginning Marc~ 15th. 
It couldn't have come at a worse time (the gorilla that is) in view 
of all of the paper work and packing that needs to be done. [E_ventu 
ally, this gorilla was released into a wild group, where she did well 
for several months until she died of pneumonia.] 

On 3 March 1980, Dian left Karisoke Research Center to take up a Visiting Professorship at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, and finish writing her book "Gorillas in the Mist." She returned to camp 
for a brief visit in July 1980 and permanently on 5 December 1983. 

Part 2 of this collection of unpublished Dian Fossey letters will appear in the next IPPL Newsletter. 

SENSEN TO BE PROSECUTED 
The March and June 1987 issues of the IPPL Newsletter told 

how West German animal trafficker Walter Sensen had arranged 
for the smuggling of 3 gorillas from the Cameroon in January 1987. 
The gorillas were consigned to Taipei Zoo, Taiwan. Two of the 
three baby gorillas died on the flight from Douala, Cameroon, to 
Kinshasa, Zaire. 

In mid-1987, IPPL members received a special Action Alert 
asking them to send postcards to West German authorities asking 
that Sensen be prosecuted. We have learned that over 2,000 post- 

cards were received. We are delighted to report that West German 
authorities have now indicted Sensen on two counts related to the 
gorilla shipment. In addition, IPPL's new West German represen 
tatives, Gunther and Brigitte Peter, are prosecuting Sensen: as. JS 
TRAFFIC, West Germany, which is part of the World W1ldhfe 
Fund. 

Thanks to everyone who mailed in postcards. As you can see, 
protests can work! 

"REFORMED" JAPANESE ANIMAL DEALER OFFERS 
ENDANGERED PRIMATES FOR SALE 

Jn January 1987, three baby gorillas were shipped from the 
Cameroun to Taiwan. Only one gorilla arrived alive. 

IPPL's exposure of the illegal shipment caused a storm of inter 
national protest. The Japanese dealer involved, Michinori Kohno, 
President of the Keihin Choju animal trading firm, claimed that he 
had been innocently involved in the shipment, having been "de 
ceived and fairly taken in" by the German dealer Walter Sensen. 
Kohno vowed he would stop trafficking in wild-caught gorillas. 

Before applauding Mr. Kohno's good resolution, we decided 
to test it as did not want to be "deceived and fairly taken in" by Mr. 
Kohno! 

A conservation-minded zoo official wrote Mr. Kohno asking 

about the availability of apes, and was offered the following list: 
"gorilla (African origin)" 
"chimpanzee (African origin)" 
"orangutan (Bornean and Sumatran origin)" 
"Gibbons (Southeast Asian origin)" 

Mr. Kohno stated that the animals would be "of course, accom 
panied with the CITES export permit," and would have been b~rn 
at Japanese or European zoos. However, few of the listed species 
breed well in captivity, and few of the captive-bred animals would 
ever fall into dealers' hands. 

So, we're not 100% sure that Mr. Kohno has "reformed" his 
ways! 

YOUNG UGANDANS WANT PEN-PALS 
IPPL has a list of 100 young Ugandans between the ages of 12-22 who wish to correspond with others 

interested in animals. Please contact IPPL at P.O. Box 766, Summerville, SC 29484, if you are interested, 
and we'll match you with a pen-pal. 

8 



California (where her parents live) and he also stated that it would 
be illegal under Rwandan law, in spite of a letter from the Ambas 
sador of Rwanda to the United States saying it would be valid. In 
spite of a reference in Dian's diary to her having her "will done," 
the judge ruled that it was "a mere draft." 

Even though he had ruled the will invalid, Judge Swartwood 
decided to issue a ruling on the question of domicile, even though 
this was "unnecessary." He ruled that Karisoke was not Dian's 
home: rather, it was her "place of employment." He stated that 
"Her only reason for being there was the presence of the gorillas," 
and that "she did not take part in the community life of that country 
but spent her life at Karisoke with other foreigners." Further, 
noted Judge Swartwood, she sometimes complained of the wea 
ther. Therefore, said the judge, "she was not domiciled in Rwanda" 
and: 

She [Mrs. Price] is the owner of and entitled to pos 
session of all the property formerly of Dian Fossey, de 
ceased. 
The Ithaca Journal ( 15 January 1988) reported that the Prices 

were "elated" at Judge Swartwood's decision, which they consid 
ered "just and fair." Mr. Price stated that, "Contrary to the tes 
timony at the trial, we were very fine parents to Dian." Readers of 
Farley Mowat's biography of Dian Fossey may be left with a differ 
ent opinion. 

Readers should view this as a "cautionary tale." If you have 
no will, or your will is not correctly executed, your estate will 
be distributed to family members according to a specific for 
mula. If you have no family member, your state of residence will 
g~t e.ver~thing. A state court judge will decide who is to supervise 
d1stnbu.t1on of your est.ate (it may be a lawyer crony of the judge 
who will charge heavily). No human friend, animal friend or 
charitable organization will get one cent. Yet 66% of Americans 
die without wills, according to Consumer Reports. The reason for • 
this is not clear; however, it is known that many people have a 
superstitious fear that writing a will will hasten one's death or fear 
the legal costs and possibly complex procedures. 

IPPL recommends an excellent book to people wishing to make 
a will but preferring not to hire a lawyer. It is the "Simple Will 
Book" by attorney Dennis Clifford. U.S. members may order a 
copy (the cost is $14.95) by making a toll-free call to Nolo Press, 
at 800-992-NOLO for most of the United States, 800-445-NOLO 
for California outside the 415 area, and 415-549-1976 for the 415 
area. 

DIAN FOSSEY'S PARENTS GET HER MONEY: 
GORILLAS GET NOTHING 

On 1 November 1984, Dian Fossey signed a will leaving most 
of her estate to the Digit Fund, a group she founded for the purpose 
of protection and study of the Mountain gorillas of the Virunga Vol 
canos, with smaller bequests to some close personal friends. She 
left nothing to her mother and step-father. 

However, if Dian's mother and step-father could get the will 
ruled invalid, they would get everything she owned, because the 
law distributes the estates of people dying without valid wills ac 
cording to set rules. Since Dian had no husband, children, or sibl 
ings, her mother, as her closest living blood relative, would get her 
entire estate. 

Therefore, Hazel Fossey Price filed a lawsuit in Ithaca, New 
York, requesting that her daughter's estate go to her. The Digit 
Fund in tum filed a suit requesting that Dr. Fossey' s estate be distri 
buted according to the provisions of the December 1984 will. 

However, there was a problem with the will. Although a signed 
will existed, no will that was both signed and witnessed was of 
fered to the court. This does not mean that such a witnessed will 
does not/did not exist: such a will might exist/have existed, and 
been lost or mislaid, or accidentally or deliberately destroyed. It 
is also not known whether any earlier will existed. 

The Fossey estate trial was held in Ithaca, New York from 30 
November-2 December 1987. Dr. Fossey had lived in Ithaca for 
3 years while teaching at Cornell University, undergoing needed 
medical treatment, and writing her book "Gorillas in the Mist." She 
had also left some of her personal belongings in storage in Ithaca 
and the Digit Fund was based in Ithaca. 

Argument at the trial centered on the following questions: 
1) whether the will was signed by Fossey 
2) whether it was intended to be the last will and testament 
3) where Dian Fossey was domiciled, and 
4) whether the will would be legal according to the laws of the 

country/state determined to be her domicile. 
Witnesses for the Digit Fund included Shirley McGreal, Chair 

woman ofIPPL; Ann Pierce, a former student at Karisoke Research 
Center; and an expert in the laws of French-speaking African na 
tions. A lawyer was flown in from Belgium by the Prices. The case 
was heard before Judge Charles Swartwood of the New York State 
Supreme Court rather than before a jury. 

After considering the evidence for 6 weeks. Judge Swartwood 
issued his verdict. Mrs. Price would get everything. The gorillas 
would get nothing. 

He ruled that, because it was not witnessed, Fossey's will 
would be invalid under the laws of the States of New York and of 

ENVIRONMENT MINISTER OF SARAWAK 
OWNS A LOGGING COMPANY 

Datuk Amar James Wong holds the position of Minister of the 
Environment for Sarawak, East Malaysia. Incredibly, Minister 
Wong is also owner of Limbong Trading, a logging company. 

Protesting the apparent conflict of interest, Mr. Mohammed 
Idris, President of Sahabat Alam Malaysia, stated, "It is absurd that 
a timber tycoon owning 100,000 hectares of timber concession in 
Limbang and responsible for large-scale forest destruction, should 
become Environment Minister responsible for protecting the 
forest." 

Minister Wong responded by telling Mr. Idris to "shut up," say 
ing "Who is Sahabat Alam Malaysia to ask me to resign, I am not 
answerable to them - only to the Chief Minister, my party, and my 
conscience." He placed the blame for the admitted destruction of 
forests on "shifting cultivation practised by natives." 

A group of young Sarawakians were so outraged at Wong's 
position that they sent him an "Open Letter." They told him: 

We have lived in the forest since we were born and, 
to our knowledge, our parents seldom, if ever, cut down 
the primary forest for shifting cultivation. We are tempted 
to suggest that you take a holiday from your luxurious 
urban lifestyle and experience for yourself the adverse ef 
fects of logging before you make more ridiculous and 
baseless statements ... The forest gives us our meat, 
fish, fruits, vegetables, planks, resins, etc. In other 
words, the forest provides our basic needs. Our interests 
are survival and to keep our life-line alive. ls that too 
much to ask? 
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SECRET MEMO MADE PUBLIC 

WPL has obtained a copy of a memorandum on stationery bear 
ing the ludicrous heading, "Fur is for Life" th~t reveals how an!mal 
exploiters are trying to censor the U.S. media so that pro-animal 
stories are "banned." 

The memo distributed by the "Fur Retailers' Information 
Committee" (FRIC) attributes all kinds of van.dalism and "vio 
lence" to animal rights activists. Although such violence may occ~ 
sionally occur, it is possible that it could. be pe.rformed .by the. am 
mal exploiters themselves in or~er to d1scr~~1t the am.mal 1'.ghts 
movement in the eyes of the public, and to divide the animal nghts 
movement. This tactic was used by Adolf Hitler, when he arranged 
for the burning of the Reichstag and blamed it on Jews and Com 
munists. 

FRIC's Executive Director is Richard Parsons, and WPL sus 
pects him to be the writer of the unsigned memorandum. Parsons 
was Director of the Federal Wildlife Permit Office, but suddenly 
quit his job and turned up ~t the 1983 <;onference of the Pa.rties to 
the Convention on International Trade m Endangered Species as a 
lobbyist for the animal traffickers he formerly regulated. Such be 
havior makes one wonder how conscientiously Parsons had "regu 
lated" the animal dealers earlier. 

Later Parsons represented the Safari Club International, an or 
ganizatio~ of big game hunters.which, i~ 1978, had ~pplied to im 
port to the United States trophies of animals belongmg to no less 
than 40 endangered species, including 5 gorillas, 5 orangutans, 18 
black colobus monkeys, plus IO cheetahs, 40 jaguars, ~50 
leopards, IO white rhinos, 25 tigers? and 50 ocelots .. '!'he applica 
tion had been withdrawn after a public protest. In addition, Parsons 
had represented a commercia~ animal dealer i~volved in th~ at 
tempted importation to the Umted States of 7 wild-caught gorillas 
from the Cameroun. The application was rejected after IPPL or- 
ganized opposition to the deal. . 

Later Parsons became involved in the Immuno A.G. lawsuit 
against Shirley McGreal, submitting a "sworn affidavit" .deno~nc 
ing Shirley McGreal, Chairwoman of W~L. . Parsons. 1dent1fie~ 
himself as former "Chief of the Federal Wildlife Permit Office, 
and conveniently omitted to mention his ties t?. the a~imal deale~s, 
claiming merely that he left his job to enter the pnvate practise 
oflaw." He swore that Ms. McGreal complained of "wrong-d?ing" 
in the international primate trade, which he apparent!~, ~lieved 
non-existent! Further, Parsons said, McGre~l undertook vigorous 
and energetic campaigns" on behalf of pnmates, wo~kmg with 
WPL "correspondents!" Parsons boasted that, when he .d1rected t.he 
Permit Office he made sure that WPL comments received special 
critical treatment (presumably, they were discarded in favor of the 
animal dealers' self-serving statements). 

.l 
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Richard Parsons (left) with Ray Arnett, former Director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a big game hunter. 

The memorandum tells how furriers are taking photographs of 
demonstrators outside their stores, and turning the pictures over to 
the Department of Justice (presumably the FBI). Why the FBI 
would have any interest in the identities of protestors outside fur 
stores is unclear, at a time when the FBI is faced with the problems 
of massive drug trafficking and a nation-wide wave of v~olent 
crime. In any case, violence to animals has been shown to be linked 
to criminality, so people who care about animals are certainly less 
inclined to crime than those who harm animals. Further, demon 
strating is still perfectly legal in the United States and efforts to in 
timidate demonstrators are reprehensible. There are no known pro 
tests against the fur trade in the Soviet Union. U.S. furriers who 
object to protests outside their stores should probably emigrate! 

The FRIC memorandum brags about how it was "on call" dur 
ing Thanksgiving weekend (November 1987) when demonstrators 
were picketing fur stores. FRIC claimed that it spent the weekend 
"briefing the news media and discouraging [emphasis added] 
coverage." In addition, it was "working closely with local and fed 
eral law enforcement authorities" and moving ahead with un 
specified "legal action" against critics of the fur trade. FRIC 
warned its members to refer all requests for press interviews ~o 
Headquarters, because "the leadership of FRIC is experienced m 
handling the press and carries necessary liability insurance." 

Censorship and "turning in" of its opponents seem to be the 
strategies of choice for the fur industry's leadership rather than pub 
lic debate and discussion of this controversial issue. 

APPALLING CONDITIONS IN SPLIT ZOO 
by Josef Schmuck 

Josef Schmuck represents /PPL in Austria 

On a wooded hill near Split, Yugoslavia, lies a little zoo and 
a museum with stuffed dead animals. 

All the live animals on exhibit are displayed under scandalous 
conditions. All the cages are too small and, in many cases, very 
dirty. Only one keeper takes care of the animals. . 

Birds of prey are kept in very tiny cages and are. s1tua~ed close 
to the rabbits' cages, causing stress to the latter. Social ammals are 
keptalone. . . . . 

The primates are kept m espec1~ly bad cond1~1ons: Altogether, 
there are 9 cages, each with no equipment and with wire scr.een on 
two sides. The cages are 2.5 x 3 meters square and 3 meters high. 

J 
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Seven mandrills are exhibited in cages like this, alone but in 
sight of other animals. Two other monkey species are kept in other 
cages. 

On top of all this, the poor animals are teased by visitor~, and 
n?body rebukes them. I observed stupid visitors offering lighted 
cigarettes to the mandrills. When I intervened, the zoo-goers 
couldn't understand why I was complaining. The keeper told me, 
"You can't do anything to stop them, moreover, it doesn't matter 
because the monkeys don't eat the cigarettes anyway.'' 

This scandalous zoo should be improved or closed down. 

IO 



.I 
1 

J 
\ 

IUCN GENERAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN COSTA RICA 
Every three years, the International Union for the Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN) holds its General Assembly. The 1988 General 
Assembly was held from I- JO February at San Jose, Costa Rica. 

IUCN is an organization composed of state members, govern 
~ent agency members, and private organizations. The Interna 
tional Primate Protection League joined IUCN in 1981, and was 
represented at the General Assembly by Shirley McGreal and Dr. 
Ardith Eudey. 

The conference was attended by over 1,000 delegates and ob 
servers, including representatives of the World Bank, the Inter 
American Bank and the African and Asian Development Banks. 
These banks have been heavily criticized in the past for supporting 
projects causing severe environmental damage . 

Among the agenda items was a session on population growth. 
T.here is no doubt that excessive human population growth is the 
biggest cause of destruction of wildlife and habitat. The need for 
changing attitudes on the population problem was made clear when 
an African observer attending the session claimed that women were 
no good if they couldn't bear children, and that it was better to have 
a woman bear one child before one married her, to be sure of fertil 
ity. In many African countries, the average woman has 8-9 chil 
dren. 

The opening session of the General Assembly was held in Costa 
Rica's beautiful National Theater. Among the speakers were Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica, and 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. President Arias' wife, Dona 
Margarita, addressed the session on the role of women in conserva 
tio~. President and Mrs. Arias hosted a reception for heads of dele 
gations at the President's residence . 

. During the General Assembly, the Presidents of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua signed a Letter of Intent to establish an International 
Peace Park along the watershed of the San Juan River. Costa Rica 
also announced that it would drop plans to construct an oil pipeline 
that would cut through an International Peace Park straddling the 
borders of Costa Rica and Panama. 

Among the agenda items was a discussion of"debt-swapping," 
a mechanism by which donors purchase Third World nations' dol 
lar debts from banks (the banks don't expect ever to be repaid in 
full) at a discount (around 75%). The money is turned back to the 
government through a foundation in exchange for bonds paying in 
terest and principal in local currency, with the money to be used 
for conservation activities such as land purchase. Both Costa Rica 
and Bolivia have taken part in "debt swaps for nature." Through 
a resolution, the General Assembly endorsed "debt-swapping." 

IPPL Chairwoman Shirley McGreal with President and Mrs 
Oscar Arias (center) and Environment Minister Dr. Alvar~ 
Umana. 

Among the resolutions passed was one raising questions about 
the prop?sed Nam ~hoan dam in Thailand, which is opposed by 
Thai environmentalists concerned at the damage the dam will cause 
to the Huay Kha Khaeng and Thung Y ai wildlife sanctuaries. 

Following the General Assembly, Dr. Martin Holdgate of the 
United Kingdom took over the position of Director-General of 
IUCN from Dr. Kenton Miller, who had held office since 1983. 

TEN CHEERS FOR SILVANA AND JUDITH! 
Everyone loves a winner, but we at IPPL want to applaud the 

efforts of two residents of Bellingham, Washington, U.S.A. who 
consider themselves "losers." Silvana Clark and Judith Spear want 
to save monkeys from Dr. Merle Prim's knife but are unable to find 
out exactly what he is doing with it. 

You've probably never heard of Dr. Merle Prim (who is not a 
medical doctor). His monkey experiments do not receive U.S. gov 
ernment funding, so no information about them is available under 
the Freedom of Information Act. Prim either doesn't write articles 
these days or else they aren't accepted, or perhaps they get run in 
publications so obscure that the ingenious Clark and Spear can't 
track them down. 

This anonymity protects Prim from public scrutiny. We all 
know that hundreds, if not thousands, of primates die in secret mili 
tary research projects. We also know that many drug companies 

and contract laboratories keep their primate tests of new products 
secret so that their competitors won't know what they 're doing. But 
many obscure scientists' work remains unknown to the public. 

Clark and Spear have fought hard to learn what is going on in 
Prim' s laboratory. In May 1987, they sent him a letter asking for 
information, but Prim replied that, "It is not my habit to respond 
to individuals who raise questions concerning the lab." University 
officials did not provide useful information. Clark and Spear be 
lieve that Prim is doing "split brain" research on his monkeys, and 
that he is keeping monkeys in restraint chairs. They have heard that 
a monkey was recently "sacrificed." 

Clark and Spear conclude, "This widespread attitude of educa 
tional institutions and educators that they are above accountability 
is horrifying and intolerable." 
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MEET ''MICROBE'' 
This adorable baby primate is a silvery marmoset named 

"Microbe." 
"Microbe" is one of triplets born at the Kilverstone Wildlife 

Park, Thetford, Norfolk, England, which is owned by Lord and 
Lady Fisher. His mother had enough milk for two babies but not 
forthree. 
. So "~icrobe" is being raised by Lady Rosamund Fisher, who 
is an Advisor to the International Primate Protection League. He 
~as fed every two hours, day and night, for the first weeks of his 
hfe. 

This picture was taken when ''Microbe'' was just 3 weeks old. 

CRUELTY IN FILMING OF TV COMMERCIAL 
Howard Mann, an actor, was hired to film a TV commercial 

,--ID New York for a company producing suntan lotion. Mann was 
to play Tarzan, anu a chimpanzee called "Mister Kokomo" was 
chosen to play Cheetah. 

Mann reported to the Los Angeles Times that the chimpanzee 
arrived dressed in top hat and tails, but was "undressed" for the 
filming. "Tarzan" was to spend the day outsi~e gathering c~conuts 
for dinner and return sun-burned and hence in need of lotion. At 
that point, the chimpanzee actor would pick up the can and spray 
him on the back, as "Tarzan" said "Good Cheetah, make my day!" 

Mann reports that the chimpanzee was not very coope~ative. 
The chimp sprayed him in the face and then on the chest! Fmally, 
the lotion went where it was supposed to go - on "Tarzan's" back 
_ but, in the process, the name of the brand got hidden from the 

camera! After 3 hours and 40 takes, the chimp was still hiding the 
brand name. The director was furious, the trainer was exasperated, 
and Mann says he was "counting [his] overtime pay!" 

Enraged, the unidentified trainer started screaming at the chim 
panzee, and dropped out of sight behind some bushes with the un 
fortunate animal. Mann heard what he called "a loud crashing 
whack and a series of heart-rending moans." The trainer and chim 
panzee returned. Seeing the expressions on the faces of those pre 
sent, the trainer announced, according to Mann's recollection: 

You gotta remember! These are animals. You can't be 
too nice to them. They don't understand that. You have 
to show who's boss, see?" 
Mann gave the trainer a "piece of his mind." The subdued chim 

panzee finally got the scene right. 

SIL VER SPRING MONKEYS DOING WELL 
AT SAN DIEGO ZOO 

Five of the monkeys involved in the landmark cruelty prosecu 
tion of primate experimenter Edward Taub are living at the S~n 
Diego Zoo in California. These were the "control" monkeys m 
Taub's never-severing experiment: the eight surviving mutilated 
monkeys and one fem~]~ Rhesus are. still at the De.lta Pri~ate ~en 
ter in Covington, Louisiana, Expenmenter Mortimer Mishkin of 
the U.S. "National Institute of Mental Health," opposed shipment 
of the monkeys to San Diego, telling the New York Times, in an 
interview published on 5 November 1987, that "the monkeys 
should have been used instead for completing the original experi 
ment," (i.e. killed). 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the International 
Primate Protection League, and several other groups and mdividu 
als ~ave fought for custody of all the Silver Spring monkeys with 
the mtention of sending them to Primarily Primates Sanctuary m 
Texas. The case went as far as the U.S. Supreme Court, which re 
fused the plaintiffs "standing to sue." In spite of congressional re 
solutions calling for the monkeys to be sent to Primarily Primates, 
nine of them are still at Delta. 

Drs. Donald Lindburg and Susan Clarke are in charge of the 
San Diego Zoo's project to rehabilitate the monkeys. 



NIH HOLDS CHIMPANZEE BRIEFING 

The next speaker was Dr. Maurice Hilleman of the Merck 
Sharp and Dohme Research Laboratories. Hilleman called AIDS 
"the potential Great Plague of the 20th and 21st centuries" and 
stated that the only way to eliminate the disease was a vaccine, be 
cause it is impossible to eliminate the human behaviors that spread 
the virus and because use of drugs cannot cure AIDS, but merely 
mitigate symptoms. 

Hilleman stated that chimpanzees, not monkeys, must be used 
in vaccine testing, and that thousands more chimpanzees would be 
needed. He proposed setting up breeding islands in chimpanzee 
habitat countries with "seed chimpanzees" to be removed from the 
wild. He claimed that such removal would actually save chimpan 
zees threatened by habitat destruction, and likely to be killed as 
"agricultural pests." 

Dr. Raub went on to discuss rules and regulations applicable 
to chimpanzee use, and stated that any experimental protocol using 
chimpanzees must go through NIH's "Animal Model Committee." 
Raub emphasized the importance of the chimpanzee breeding pro 
grams. Although it was not on the agenda, Raub took the opportu 
nity to take a crack at the planned regulations to ensure the 
"psychological well-being" of laboratory primates, which are cur 
rently being drafted by the Department of Agriculture. He dis 
cussed the sections of the regulations already drafted and opened 
for comment, and how the "biomedica~ community" had geared up 
to overwhelm the Department of Agnculture with negative com 
ments. 

Besides the government officials, the only non-governmental 
participant ~ddressing the group was the representative of a huge 
pharmaceutical company. Nobody from the conservation/animal 
protection community was invited to speak. 

On 5 February 1988, Dr. William Raub, Deputy Director of the 
U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) sent a briefing to all con 
gressmen and women inviting them to a briefing on "The Use of 
Chimpanzees in AIDS Research." (Dr. Raub is a Ph.D, not an 
!'-1.D.) Raub informed the congressmen and women that the meet 
ing would be addressed by NIH officials and a leading scientist 
from the pharmaceutical industry. He commented that "citizens' 
interest in use of primates, particularly chimpanzees, is intense," 
?ut that many of the enquiries reflect "considerable misunderstand 
ing" of the issue, which NIH would presumably set straight. 

The meeting was held over breakfast on 5 February 1988. 
About 100 congressional staffers attended the meeting. Betty Pic 
kett, Director of the NIH Division of Research Resources (who also 
has a Ph.D not an M.D.), attempted to "score points" by beaming 
~t the assembled audience (mainly junior staff members) and say 
ing how thankful she was that the epidemics that threatened her 
generation were essentially unknown, largely due to research on 
what she called "subhuman" primates. Dr. Pickett went on to dis 
cuss the National Chimpanzee Management Plan and NIH-spon 
sored chimpanzee breeding programs. She stated that 86 chimpan 
zees were/are in use in AIDS research. 

Dr. Fischinger, AIDS Coordinator for the U.S. Public Health 
Service, discussed the many different AIDS viruses, and stated 
that, although chimpanzees do not get clinically sick with AIDS, 
they are an "excellent model" for the disease. 

In response to a question about conditions under which chim 
pa~zees _on AIDS studies are kept, Pickett stated that they are kept 
in specifically designed isolettes" at Holloman (the New Mexico 
State l'.niversity Primate Research Institute, housed at the Hollo 
~an Air Force Base). Pressed for dimensions, Pickett responded 
25 square feet." 

PRIMATES IN PAIN 
days, neither monkey produced sperm. However, sperm began to 
appear after 150 days. 

The experiment was repeated a second time, following which 
the monkeys were killed "and the testes were removed for histolog 
ical examination." 

The authors report that the Indian Council on Medical Research 
had conducted similar experiments on 20 bonnet macaques, and 
suggest that BCG may be useful for blocking fertility in monkeys. 
Further, they claim, since neither of the 2 injected monkeys caught 
tuberculosis in spite of a prevailing (and inexcusable) epidemic in 
the colony, the technique could be useful as a TB preventative. 

Our veterinarian contact was furious, telling us that: 
This is absolutely cruel and idiotic research . . . no 

mention of anesthesia or pain. The testis is surrounded 
by an extremely strong fibrous tunic which prevents ex 
pansion and makes any internal testicular swelling or in 
flammation extremely painful. What these "scientists" 
are doing and proposing is extremely cruel and in· 
humane! And, absolutely unnecessary. 

" The Tokyo Primate Center News (Summer 1987) included a 
Report on Capturing Monkeys in Indonesia" by Dr. Y. Tanaka. 
Tanaka observed the capture of 7 pigtail macaques. An area of low 
bushe~ was covered with a large net. The monkeys caught inside 
wer_e literally chased till caught. Then, according to Tanaka, "the 
canme teeth of the male monkey were cut by pliars." A veterinarian 
who sent the clipping to IPPL told us that, "There is no suggestion 
that the captures observed had anything to do with the Tokyo Pri 
mate Center. I sent it only as a rare first-hand account of inhumanity 
to a captured monkey." He added that, "It is easy to understand the 
captors' desire to eliminate these lethal dental weapons, but the re 
sultant_pain and good possibility of abscessation make me cringe." 
. This same veterinarian also sent us a copy of an article pub- 
lished m the Journal of Andrology (September 1986). The article, 
wn_tten by R. K. Naz and G. P. Talwar, both Indian scientists, was 
entitled "Reversibility of Azoospermia induced by Bacillus Cal 
mette-Guerin (BCG)". Two adult male monkeys were injected in 
the testicles with BCG by the insertion of "a 22-gauge, l 1/2 inch 
long needle" in order "to distribute the bacilli throughout the tes 
tis." Later, semen was collected by electro-ejaculation. After 45 

IPPL WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
IPPL extends a warm welcome to everyone who has joined our organization recently. We hope you will find our Newsletter 

interesting. Please send us your comments and suggestions. 
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ASPINALL SPEAKS UP FOR YVETTE LEROY 

Yvette Leroy, a Frenchwoman who lives in Brazzaville, the 
capital of the Congo Republic, has become a controversial figure 
because of her acquisitions of baby gorillas. Mrs. Leroy has been 
criticized by IPPL and others. 

Mr. John Aspinall of Howletts Park in England, which has re 
ceived four Leroy gorillas, feels that criticism of Mrs. Leroy is not 
justified. Aspinall states that gorillas are widely hunted for food in 
the Congo Republic. Sometimes, the babies are kept alive. Mrs. 
Leroy has contacts in the logging camps, who inform her of the 
availability of baby gorillas, which she obtains on payment of a 

small sum of money. According to Mr. Aspinall, "They [the goril 
las reaching Mrs. Leroy) are the lucky ones, although a number are 
in such a poor condition that even she cannot restore them to 
health." 

Aspinall reports that the three gorillas he received from M.r~. 
Leroy in 1987 have now recovered from the shigella and hepatitis 
with which they were afflicted on arrival. He also reports tha.t the 
Ho-:vletts' and Port Lympne Foundation is planning to e~tabhsh a 
gonlla orphanage in Brazzaville. News of this project will be car 
ried as it develops. 

GIBBON REHABILITATION IN BORNEO 
by Evelyn Gallardo and David Root 

Dr. Birute Galdikas' primate rehabilitation program on the is 
land of Kalimantan, Indonesia, deals mainly with ex-captive 
orang-utans. However, five gibbons have also been successfully 
returned to the wild. 

Habitat 
The rain forest surrounding Camp Leakey where Dr. Galdikas 

works also supports gibbons, and there is no evidence of over 
population. Therefore, since only a few ex-captives have been rein 
troduced, they have posed no threat to existing primates. The ex 
captives have tended to stake out territories near camp, yet outside 
the boundaries of wild gibbons' territories. Food sources are avail- 

1 able to support both wild and ex-captive !!:ibbons (although an in 
flux of ex-captive gibbons could prove detnmental). 

?cysi.cal support-diet . . . 
Plenty of food is important.. G1bb?ns be1~g prepare~ for rem 

troduction are fed twice a day with a diet consisting of pmeapples, 
bananas, sugar cane, oranges, rice and ~kim milk. Additionall)'., 
black-handed gibbons need leaves and msects to complete their 
diet. 

Psychological support . 
Ex-captive gibbons are never forced to return to the wild before 

they are ready. Although they are encouraged to forage in the 
forest, ultimately, it is the gibbon's decision to leave. 

Comments 
When ex-captives arrive in camp, they are dewormed. There 

was only one ex-captive named "Ewell" when we were at Camp 
Leakey. He had been in camp approximately one year and, al 
though rambunctious, he got along well with humans_ and o'.an~ 
utans alike. Birute Galdikas always kept a store of fruit for him m 
her cabin. Ewell's favorite pastime, other than eating, was landing 
on ape and human heads! He is healthy and doing well, and will 
no doubt take his rightful place in the forest when the time comes. Ewell Gibbon. ©Evelyn Gallardo 

with the addition of another baby chimpanzee smuggled from Zaire 
to Zambia and seized by Zambian authorities. The little chimp was 
in a pathetic condition on arrival but is now improving. 

THANKS FROM DA VE AND SHEILA SIDDLE 

Dave and Sheila Siddle of the Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage 
in Zambia thank everyone who sent donations to help them take 
care of the chimpanzees living at the Orphanage. 

The Siddles' "chimpanzee count" recently rose from 16 to 17 
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Resolution No. 265/85 ... which prohibits the hunting, capture, 
exportation etc., of live animals," the Government of Bolivia 
would allow the exportation of 400 squirrel monkeys and 200 owl 
monkeys to the United States for malaria research. 

Cable from State Department to U.S. Embassy, Bolivia 
dated 18 January 1986, confirming that a shipment of 341 squirrel 
monkeys and 20 owl monkeys had reached Miami on 15 January 
1986. The animals had arrived "by commercial means," and there 
fore, "The question raised by USAID of utilizing U.S. military air 
craft is therefore a moot issue." [IPPL comment: it is incredible to 
IPPL that US AID would consider using government transportation 
to help a U.S. commercial animal dealer traffic monkeys]. Fearing 
a public relations problem, the State Department commented that, 
"It is unfortunate that Bolivian resolution No. 347/85 suggests that 
U.S. Government agencies actively sought exemption from the 
Bolivian law prohibiting the export of live wildlife." It suggested 
that the Embassy send a "diplomatic note" to the Government of 
Bolivia which would help the Embassy answer "anticipated criti 
cism from non-governmental conservation groups." The Embassy 
was also requested to "report any local media coverage." 

"Confidental" cable from the U.S. Embassy, La Paz, 
Bolivia, to State Department, dated 22 January 1986. The Em 
bassy reports on Bolivian protests over the monkey shipment. 

Bolivian Wildlife Society (PRODENA) officials in 
formed Embassy officer on January 21 that this non-profit 
environmental organization strongly opposes Bolivian 
Ministerial resolution approving export of 600 monkeys 
to the U.S. PRODENA officials questioned legality of 
government action, as well as approval of such a large 
number of these animals. [A large chunk of text was de 
leted by the State Department "censor".] 
Cable from U.S. Embassy, La Paz, Bolivia, to State Depart 

ment dated 29 January 1986. The cable carries tl:>_~i:eJCr oraiiamc' 
about the monkey exportation that appeared in the evening newspa- 
per "Ultima Hora" on 28 January 1986. 

Once again, and in novel form, the Ministry of Ag 
riculture has authorized the export of live wildlife. The 
Ministry now is justifying the exports as needed for 
malaria research. The Minister of Agriculture, Mauricio 
Mamami Pocoata, personally signed the resolution dated 
December 2, which authorizes the North American firm, 
Worldwide Primates, through representation of a Boli 
vian firm, Altras International, "the capture and export 
of400 [squirrel] monkeysand200 [owl] monkeys." 

Reliable sources in the field of ecology claim that the 
large number of monkeys cannot be justified on the 
grounds of scientific research. An expert has noted that 
"It is not necessary to export 600 animals to conduct vac 
cine research. Therefore it is clear that the Ministry is ap 
proving resolutions which again seriously threaten our 
environment and wildlife." During the last 3 years, the 
Ministry frequently approved resolutions for the export of 
wildlife giving different excuses. In many of these cases, 
strong evidence was presented that these exports resulted 
in lucrative commissions for government officials, while 
destroying Bolivia' sfragile ecological balance. 

The Legislative Branch and the new authorities of the 
Ministry of Agriculture must be made to understand the 
implications of their actions and to take corrective meas 
ures while there is still time. 
Cable from U.S. Embassy, La Paz, Bolivia, to State Depart 

ment dated 13 February 1986. This cable quotes a Bolivian press 
report to the effect that the Minister of Agriculture, Edi I Sandoval, 
had issued a resolution on 7 February 1986, calling for the return 
of the 361 monkeys to Bolivia, with Worldwide Primates to pay 

STATE DEPARTMENT HELPS ANIMAL DEALER 
ESCAPE BOLIVIAN LAW 

On 15 January 1986, 341 squirrel monkeys and 20 owl mon 
keys were exported from La Paz, Bolivia, to Miami, U.S.A. This 
e~portation took place despite Bolivia's ban on the export of all live 
wildh.fe. In spite of requests by the Bolivian Government and the 
Bo!tvian Wildlife Society that the monkeys be returned to Bolivia 
~or r~l~ase into their forest home, the animals disappeared into un 
identified U.S. laboratories, supposedly for use in malaria experi 
ments. 

. Legal charges were filed against the U.S. dealer involved in the 
ship~ent, Matthew Block of Worldwide Primates, Miami, 
Flonda. Bolivian authorities seized Block's passport to prevent 
him leaving the country. However, the U.S. Consul in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, helped Block leave the country. 

1 
On 18 March 1986, using the Freedom of Information Act, 

~PL requested all documents pertaining to the monkey exporta 
~ion .. On 1 October 1987 (an exasperating 19 months later), IPPL 

1 
eceived a package of documents. Four documents were not re 
eased to IPPL, on the grounds that "their release would constitute 
a clear! Y unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." 

Among the documents released were: 
D Cable from U.S. Embassy in La Paz, Bolivia, to U.S. State 
epartment, dated 6 September 1985. The cable reports that the 

till ! Government of Bolivia has extended the wildlife export ban 1 1 August 1986. The incoming Director of the Forestry Develop 
~ent Center (Luis F. Simons) informed the Embassy that there had 
~e~ irregularities in wildlife trade control during the previous ad 

mm1stration. 
d Cable from State Department to U.S. Embassy, Bolivia, 
. dated 24 September, 1985 requesting more information on the val- 
1 tty of earlier wildlife export permits and requesting a copy of the 
order extending the ban. ' 
D Cable from U.S. Embassy, La Paz, Bolivia, to U.S. State 
ep~rtment, dated 27 September 1985. The cable discussed a 

~eetm~ between the Economic Attache at the U.S. Embassy in La 
az, .with a Bolivian official whose name was deleted from the copy 

pr.~v1?ed t? IPPL. The existence of a "paper" export ban on all 
:-V1 dl.ife shipments was confirmed. However, the previous admin 
~:1tratJon had made "a mockery of the ban" and allowed "massive 1 egal contraband of wildlife," which was "continuing." (IPPL 
~omment: Bolivia's wildlife trade emanates from the area around 
. a)ta Cruz which is the main center for Bolivia's cocaine traffick 
mg · Em bass~ officials were so appalled that they stated: 

Barring any fundamental improvements in Bolivian 
efforts at protection of wildlife, Embassy recommends 
that ~he department and USFWS [U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service] seriously study the possibility of proposing be 
fore a 1986 CITES [Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species] conference a temporary interna 
tton~l ban on all wildlife imports from Bolivia pending ef- 
/ective Bolivian action to protect endangered species. 
rom these cables preceding the January 1986 monkey ship- 

ment it is I h . . B I' '. c ear t at U.S. Government officials were aware of the 
f 0 tvian wildlife export ban, and that Bolivia had serious law en 
! orce~ent problems. Rather than helping Bolivia solve its prob 
oems, it appears that the U.S. cynically decided to tum them to its 

0 
rde advantage, by getting a "Ministerial Exemption" for itself in 
r er to acquire laboratory monkeys. 

rn Cable from U.S. Embassy, La Paz, Bolivia, to State Depart 
Ment,. dated 15 January 1986, the day the monkeys arrived in 
A iam1. The cable announces that "Bolivian Ministerial Resolution 
thpproves Export of Monkeys for Malaria Research." The text of 
we res~lution. stated that the application was submitted by 
tioor ~Wide Pnmates, represented in Bolivia by Altras Jntema 
Intna' and allegedly supported by USAID [the U.S. Agency for 

ernational Development], and that "notwithstanding Ministerial 

15 



the transportation costs "incurred in return of monkeys to their nat 
ural habitat in Bolivia." The cable reports that the Altras firm had 
denied participation in the shipment, a firm called Avis actually 
being involved. The Altras firm had reportedly filed a lawsuit 
against "the representative of Worldwide Primates, the firm which 
purchased the monkeys; Jim [presumably Matthew] Block of 
Worldwide Primates has told our consulate that the Bolivian Gov 
ernment has seized his U.S. passport · 

Cable from Secretary of State to U.S. Embassy, La Paz, 
Bolivia, dated 14 March 1986. The cable reports that U.S. conser 
vation groups were raising hell about the monkey shipment. Lead 
ing the protests was Monitor, a coalition of 35 conservation/animal 
protection groups to which IPPL belongs. In addition, Reginald 
Hardy of the Bolivian Wildlife Society had arrived in Miami de 
manding the return of the monkeys to Bolivia. Hardy had contacted 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials in Miami, but they were 
"unavailable." Further, said the State Department, "Hardy con 
veyed the impression that he believed he could simply request 
USFWS to hand over the monkeys and then put them on the next 
available Bolivian Airlines flight to Bolivia ... Hardy did not 
seem to grasp the concept that there are certain laws and other 
niceties involved." 

Hardy next flew to Washington, where World Wildlife Fund 
arranged for him to meet officials of the State Department, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Department of Justice. Hardy 
again demanded the return of the monkeys, and "appeared unrnol 
lified even after a thorough legal explanation" by the government 
agencies. 

According to the cable, Hardy alleged that "The U.S. Govern- 
ment had actively corrupted Bolivian officials and had otherwise 
misled him." Hardy further claimed that "the consular agent in 
Santa Cruz had aided and abetted Matthew Block's illegal depar 
ture from Bolivia by paying his hotel bill and retrieving his personal 
items from the hotel room after the Government of Bolivia had 
seized his passport." Hardy also reported that the 1:J?livian Govern 
ment was considering seeking the formal extradition of Block to 
Bolivia. 
-H'".:trciy ab"G-raised the issue of whether an~ monkeys had died 

}-./"during transportation. Since the export permit was for 600 mon 
keys, and since the animals were hauled fr~m Santa Cruz to L~ Paz, 
a city at 12,000 feet altitude which expenences very c~ld mg~ts, 
and lack of oxygen, Hardy probably feared that many ammals died 
before or during shipment. 

Hardy was furious ~t the "run-around" he got from the~·~· 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and complamed about the Service s 
"being evasive" and giving him "the bum's rush." Th~,~tate _De 
partment fear~d that H~~dy might express the same Jaundiced 
view" to Bolivian authorities. 

Cable from State Department to U.S. Embassy, La Paz, 
Bolivia, dated 17 March 1986. This cable reports on two meetings 

GORILLAS FOUND IN NIGERIA 

between the State Department and USAID about the recent Boli 
vian monkey export. Those at the meeting expressed su~port for 
taking primates from the wild for experimentat10n and d1scuss.ed 
how to get them without stirring up too much fuss, preferably "".1th 
an organization such as the Pan American Health Orgamzau.on 
(PAHO) "fronting" for the U.S. Government, "to help est~bhsh 
need and credibility." It was reported that US AID had received a 
proposal from P AHO for a project on "The Conservat10n and Man 
agement of Nonhuman Primates in Bolivia." The proposal repor 
tedly included the export of 200 squirrel monkeys to USAID. 
P AHO later denied that it was trying to get monkeys out of Bohvia. 

The International Primate Protection League managed to obtain 
from another source a State Department cable which is presumably 
one of those denied to us by the Department, purportedly to protect 
the "personal privacy" of those involved. This cable was sent from 
the American Embassy in Asuncion, Paraguay to the State Depart 
ment on 11April1986. It stated: 

Per Reftel: Block did flee Bolivia to avoid legal ac 
tion, after Bolivian authorities confiscated his passport. 
He obtained an identity letter from the Consular Agent in 
Santa Cruz [the same person, who, according to Hardy, 
retrieved Block's possessions from his hotel room and 
paid his bill]. He used this to enter Paraguay. He is be 
lieved to have used the same letter on February 4, 1986, 
to board LAP Flight No. 702, which is non-stop from 
Asuncion to Miami. 
Isn't it nice to know that a friendly State Department official 

was ready to help an animal dealer wanted by the Bolivian Govern 
ment? Would the State Department help drug traffickers in a similar 
predicament? 

IPPL is disturbed by the whole affair. Countries like Bolivia 
should be encouraged to protect their wildlife rather than being 
asked to wai.v~ their laws by the U.S. Government. The suggestion 
that U.S. m1htaryylanes should be used to transport live animals 
is of concern. Is this happening already?With the demand for chim 
panzees ~scalating, could the Government use military transport to 
fly. m ammals, who would quietly disappear into one of the huge 
chimpanzee colonies in the United States? 

Also of concern is the long delay we had in getting the relevant 
documents from the State Department and the silence of the U.S. 
media, especially the Miami media, about this affair. It is not the 
first time the Miami press has hushed up a primate scandal. 

We suggest that you write a letter to your Congressman enclos 
ing this article or summarizing its contents, and expressing your 
concern at the U.S. Government having subverted Bolivian 
wildlife laws and having assisted the animal dealer involved in es 
caping from Bolivia. If you don't know your Congressman's name, 
please contact your Public Library or the League of Women Voters. 

Congressmen may be reached at the House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

PLEASE TELL US IF YOU'RE MOVING 
Please let IPPL know if you have moved or plan to move. If you don't let us know, you will be inconvenienced by not receiving 

your IPPL Newsletter and we will be inconvenienced by having to track you down! All the time and effort could be better spent 
on the primates. 

DON'T YOU AGREE? 

IPPL member Victoria Selmier, a field researcher specializing 
in the study of wild pig species, went to Nigeria in I 986, and re 
ceived reports of the presence of gorillas in the Cross River state 
from local residents. 

Ms. Selmier's reports met with initial cynicism. However, the 
presence of gorillas in Nigeria was confirmed in 1987 by Sandy 
Harcourt and Kelly Stewart (well-known for their studies of the 
mountain gorillas of Rwanda). 

Harcourt and Stewart spent 6 weeks in the Kanyang Mountains 
of Cross River State. They estimated that there may be as many as 

JOO gorillas in the forest, and recommended that a program of 
gorilla tourism be established in the area, which is unfortunately 
plagued by poachers. Mr. John Mshelbwala of the Nigerian Con 
servation Foundation said that 8 gorillas were killed in March I 986, 
and that "wire traps and snares are everywhere [in Kanyang] and 
the guards cannot check these activities because they have no 
means to do so." Although hunting of endangered species is illegal 
under Nigerian law, "The people in Kanyang don't even know such 
a law exists," added Mshelbwala. 
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THAI SMUGGLER RELEASED FROM LAOTIAN JAIL 

The November 1987 issue of the IPPL Newsletter told of the 
arrest and imprisonment in Laos of the notorious Thai wildlife 
smuggler Preecha Varavaishit, doing business as "Pimjai." The 
dealer and an associate were caught red-handed smuggling wildlife 
by Laotian authorities and given 3-year sentences. Many IPPL 
members wrote letters to Laotian authorities requesting that Laos 
keep the animal dealers in jail for the full term. 

Unfortunately, Preecha Varavaishit ("Pimjai") is on the loose 
again. A Thai wildlife official flying to Vietnam to attend a confer 
ence about the kouprey was amazed to see the dealer on the plane 
and wondered what "dirty tricks" he might be planning for Viet 
namese wildlife, which includes such rare primates as the Douc 
langur and Concolor gibbon. 

How did Pimjai get out of jail? IPPL has heard two reports: one 
was that a Thai wildlife official close to the dealers had intervened. 
However, the Bangkok Post ( 17 January 1988) reported that the 
dealers were released "when diplomats intervened at the request 
of the families involved." The "diplomats" supposedly used the 
Incredible argument that· 'the Thai dealers had earned, through the 
nature of their work, [smuggling Thailand's protected wildlife to 
Laos for onward shipment to the West and Japan] a large amount 
afforeign exchange for Laos." It appears that certain elements of 
the Thai Government want the smuggling of Thai wildlife to con 
tmue. 

. IPPL has been able to obtain a price-list circulated by the Thai 
animal dealer Suchino. All primates are totally protected animals 
under Thai law. Export is forbidden, yet Suchino brazenly offers 
for sale the following primates: 

White-handed zibbon Hy/abates /ar 
White-cheekect°gibbon Hy/abates concolor 
Black-capped gibbon Hy/abates pileatus 
Black-handed gibbon Hy/abates agilis 
Douc langur Pygathrix nemaeus 
Spectacled langur Prestbytis obscura 
Baby Rhesus Macaca mulatta 
Rhesus, young adult Macaca mulatta 

$950.00(U.S.) 
$1,000.00 
$1,200.00 
$950.00 
$1,200.00 
$750.00 
$200.00 
$250.00 

. The Douc langur is a highly endangered primate species that 
IS not found in Thailand. The species was badly hurt by warfare 
in its habitat in Laos and Vietnam. It is appalling that Douc langurs 
should be offered for sale. Compounding this tragedy is that Douc 
langurs are very fragile: one Thai dealer told TPPL that 90% die in 
their first three months in captivity. 

One sub-species of Concolor gibbon is found in Laos and 
another in Vietnam and Cambodia. This species was also hurt by 
the ravages of war. Gibbons are caught by the shooting of their 
mothers, with many babies being hit by the pellets that strike their 
mothers or dying in the fall from trees or the early days of captivity. 
The Pileated gibbon is one of the rarest of the world's gibbon 
species and is strictly protected in Thailand. It is appalling that 
Suchino should be able to traffic these rare species. Wildlife con 
servationists regularly provide these price-lists to Thai wildlife au- 

thorities but nothing is ever done. 
The current plight of Thailand's wildlife is eloquently de 

scribed in the aforementioned article by Philip Smucker which ap 
peared in the 17 January issue of the Bangkok Post. The article 
is entitled ''A Meat Market that we can do Without." It describes 
how Wildlife Fund of Thailand officials fought the sale of langur 
monkey meat in southern Thailand, and how the ritual eating of 
monkey brain continues. On a visit to a "jungle restaurant," the 
reporter saw a caged monkey, but waiters claimed that it was not 
for sale. 

The article goes on to describe the sale of wild animals on Thai 
land's Weekend Market (for sale as food or pets). Gibbons, mon 
keys, and slow lorises are easily available. All are totally protected 
under Thai law but the marketeers fear no law. Accompanying the 
article is a picture of an tiny unweaned gibbon with a pathetic, be 
wildered look on his beautiful little face. 

Although capture and export of primates are banned officially, 
Thai law permits "possession" of two pet endangered animals 
without a permit. This ludicrous loophole ignores the question of 
why it should be legal to own an animal that cannot be legally 
caught. Further, the dealers can carry around different "pets" with 
them every month. [Editor's Note: While living in Thailand, I used 
to check the premises of one Thai dealer regularly: he had a new 
"pet" gibbon every month] . 

The article descibes brutal capture methods, unregulated 
poaching, use of false documents by dealers, and "the lack of pub 
lic input" into decision-making. [Thailand is under military con 
trol]. 

Smucker ends with the grim conclusion that Thailand is on the 
way to becoming "a land without an animal kingdom." 

The sad thing is that Mr. Smucker's article is very similar to 
a series of arti~les on the wildlife trade written by Ban_gk_Ql_ Post 
reporter Clau~ia Ross 1.n the mid-Xls. Ross was la.tel" murdered~ 
unknown parties. Nothmg seems to have changed smce that time. 

Besides allowing the plundering of its own wildlife, Thailand 
is becoming a major center for the illegal traffic in rare birds from 
Australia and Ney; Guinea. A shopping mall menagerie was al 
lowed to import a gorilla and other endangered primates. All these 
activities make a joke of Thailand's membership in the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species. One disappointed 
wildlife official informed IPPL that he was thinking of leaving the 
country, as "corruption" makes conservation work impossible. 

We think it's time for Thailand to curb the activities of its ani 
mal traffickers. If you agree, please consider writing a courteous 
letter requesting action to: 

H. E. General Prem Tinsulanonda 
Prime Minister of Thailand 
Government House 
Bangkok 10300 
Thailand 

Oversease air mail from the U.S. costs 44 cents per half-ounce. 

TIW AI ISLAND PROJECT 

Tiwai, an island located in the Moa River of Sierra Leone, was 
officially declared a Game Sanctuary on 29 October 1987. All 
hunting became officially banned. An unofficial ban had been insti 
tuted by the area's Paramount Chiefs when a field research project 
Under the direction of John Oates of Hunter College, New York, 
began in 1982. 

Dr. Oates has informed IPPL that the new Visitors' Center on 

the island started operation on I September 1987. The Center's fa 
cilities include three spacious residential tents, a large communal 
center, and a craft shop. A self-guided nature trail into the forest 
adjoins the camp. 

IPPL is supporting a 2-month field study of Tiwai's primates 
by Mr. Mohamed Bakar of Njala University from our Small Grants 
Fund. 
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IQBAL MALIK RESCUES TRAPPED MONKEYS 

SPAIN TRAFFICKING GORILLAS 

Dr. Iqbal Malik has been studying the family life of the free-liv 
ing Rhesus monkeys around Tughlaqabad Fort, New Delhi, since 
1980. So she was naturally outraged when the municipal corpora 
tion, acting on complaints from an Air Force school near the fort, 
started trapping monkeys in September 1987. Monkeys were al 
leged to have entered the classrooms at the school to steal food [this 
could easily be prevented by the installation of barred doors and 
windows]. The children would throw stones at the monkeys, who 
would understandably get annoyed - and sometimes attack their 
tormentors. 

Over 100 monkeys were caught. According to Dr. Malik, lac- 
tating mothers were taken away and their babies left to die. One 
mother was seen suckling two babies, one belonging to a trapped 
female. Another baby monkey climbed a tree but didn't know how 
to get down, and fell, causing fatal injuries. 

Dr. Malik was deeply concerned, feeling that, if it were truly 
necessary to catch any monkeys, they should be caught in groups 
and released together. Relocation must be carefully handled since 
existing monkey groups may attack newcomers. She also blames 
much of the "monkey problem" on humans feeding monkeys: if hu 
mans would stop feeding them, they would eventually leave an 
area. In addition, Dr. Malik proposed that groups of free-living 
monkeys could be an appealing tourist attraction. 

Dr. Malik went to the Indian press, and wrote the Prime Minis 
ter. Public opinion was aroused. She worked hard to get one two 
month old baby monkey, who had been caught in the trap, restored 
to his mother, who was screaming with grief at the loss of her in 
fant. Determined to reunite the pair, Dr. Malik took off for the 
Town Hall and was able to locate the trapper and the baby monkey. 
She pleaded with him for over an hour, unsuccessfully. In the end, 
she announced that she would not leave till the baby was handed 

r to her. 
Finally, at 9 p.m., the trappers handed her the baby. Next, Dr. 

.~afik wis stopj)~ by the police for an hour! She was able to per 
. suade them that the pl!_rpose was to reunite the baby with his 
mother. A joyous reunion occured. 

Finally, Dr. Malik was able to get the rest of the captured mon- 
keys released. She was assisted by Dr. Rod.ney Joh~son of the State 
University of New York at Buffalo, who ts studying the monkeys 
with her. 

Although Spain is a member of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), it remains a major center 
for trafficking endangered primate species, including gorillas and 
chimpanzees. 

In late 1987, two gorillas were exported from Spain to Japan. 
A CITES export permit was issued by Spanish wildlife authorities 
claiming that the gorillas were "captive-born." An investigation 
conducted by IPPL (Spain) revealed that the gorillas were probably 
"captive-born in the jungle!" The Japanese importerof the gorillas 
was the notorious animal dealer, Aritake Chojuten. Japanese au 
thorities have told Aritake Chojuten to hold the gorillas pending an 
investigation of their origin. 

The animals were supposedly bred at the Ringland Circus in 
Aldea, Spain. Spanish conservationists visiting the "circus" found 
the place' 'fenced like a fortress'' with' 'at least 6 guard dogs roam 
ing around to discourage unwanted intruders.'' They also learned 
that, in a recent police raid on the facility, inspectors found 5 young 
chimpanzees, one large adult chimpanzee, one bonobo (Pigmy 
chimpanzee), 5 leopards and a Pigmy hippo. 

The chimpanzees were found by accident: as the inspectors 

Iqbal Malik is truly the guardian angel of her study monkeys. 
We applaud her courage, compassion, and determination. 

" .. 

'-, 
Iqbal Malik with some of the released monkeys. 

were leaving, a large circus trailer drew up. The inspectors ordered 
it open~d up, and found the chimpanzees inside. From the docu 
ments, rt appeared that the animals had arrived that very morning 
by a boat entering the port of Valencia from an unknown location 
(presumably somewhere in Africa, most probably Equatorial 
Guinea, a former Spanish colony from which four gorillas were 
exported in late 1987). Equatorial Guinea is also the suspected 
supp her .of "beach chimpanzees" to Spain. 

2 
The inspectors found an authentic-looking export permit dated 

/ November 1987, allowing the export of two gorillas to Seoul, 
d outh Korea. Seoul has a new zoo and is trying to fill it with en 
Kangered species of wildlife prior to the Olympic Games '. South 
ore~ is not a CITES member and the Mayor of Seoul issues import 

permits. 
S 8.oth IPPL.a.nd the World Wildlife Fund have complained to 
p~ntsh authorities about the non-enforcement of CITES in general 

a~ the activities of the A Idea operation in particular. As a result 
o hth~se interventions, Spain cancelled the export permit under 
; re the gorillas were shipped to Japan As of February 1988, the 
uture of the gori I las had not been decided. 

\ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Alfie's Escape 

Alfie, a Japa Pittsbur h z . nese snow monkey who disappeared from the 
ley befog b 0.0 m July 1987, spent 6 months roaming the Ohio Val 
he was re emg recaptured on 27 January 1988 following which 

L 
returned to the Pittsburgh Zoo ' 

ocal residents · th oh· v · · . . and m e 10 alley enjoyed having Alfie around 
were sorry he g t h G Wheel" C . o caug t. eorge Boury, treasurer of the 

Pittsbu'r~gh: onvennon and Visitors' Bureau, wrote to the Mayor of 

bl The sight of Alfie, caged like an animal and forci- 
/ taken from our midst, was disheartening to many 
0 

6our 
residents. Al/fie chose to be one of us ending 

a 0 ·1 · ' k -mt e Journey from your city. That's a lot of mon- 
ey steps or monkey swings. Please allow Alfie to re 
~n to us and take up residence at the Good Zoo in 

eelmg' s beautiful Oglebay Park. 

London Zoo Hires Entertainment Director 

Sh 
The London Zoo London England has selected David 
e h d ' ' ' Sh/ er son t_o be its first "behavioral research fellow·" 
pherdson will work to develop strategies to amuse and stimulate 

the zoo's animals, in order to reduce the abnormal behavior fre 
quently seen in captive animals. Among projects under consider 
~tion for primates are provision of showers, animal-operated food 
ispensers, musical key-boards and a playback tape for gibbons so 

that they can sing duets as wild gibbons do with groups occupying 
neighboring territories. 

Update on "Tyrone the Terrible" 
The November 1987 issue of the IPPL Newsletter told of the 

plight of' 'Tyrone the Terrible,'' a chimpanzee used in a travelling 
menagerie who was tormented by his owners. Following receipt of 
a complaint from the Michigan Coalition for Animals, t?e M1ch1- 
gan Humane Society initiated a prosecution of Tyrone s owners 
and provided funds for Tyrone to be installed at the Pnmanly Pn 
mates Sanctuary in San Antonio, Texas, where Tyrone is repor- 
tedly doing well. 

Activists' Retreat 
Animal activist Bonnie Jean Steward has established an Animal 

Activist Training Retreat Center in Washington State. The Center 
offers a weekend program covering such _issues as networking, 
working with the media, o_utreach, lobbying, fund_-ra1smg,_ and 
vegan cooking. Further details are available from Activist Training 
Retreat, P.O. Box 603, Issaquah, Washington 98027. 

Update on "Project X" Cruelty Investigation . 
Investigation of the methods used to tram chimpanzees for the 

movie' 'Project X'' continues. 
On 30 October 1987, the Los Angeles City Department of Ani 

mal Regulation filed a formal request that criminal complaints on 
18 felony counts of cruelty to animals be brought against 6 animal 
trainers for allegedly abusing chimpanzees during the filming of the 
movie' 'Project X. '' 

However, no charges were filed because felony charges could 
only be brought if the animals had been tortured and mutilated, and 
the statute of limitations for bringing misdemeanor charges had ex 
pired. 

Los Angeles District Attorney Ira Reiner announced that he 
would appoint a liaison officer to work with government agencies 
in prosecuting animal cruelty cases. TV star Bob Barker, who had 
been active in investigating the "Project X" situation, saw the 
D.A. 's announcement as a positive step to protect animals in the 
entertainment industry. 

A movie about the late Dian Fossey is currently in the final 
stages of production. The film's producer decided not to hire a Hol 
lywood trainer who had obtained a chimpanzee in questionable cir 
cumstances, and the filming of gorillas was reportedly carried out 
with a minimum of disturbance to the animals. 

Exotic Animal Auction 
An "Exotic Animal Auction" is held twice a year at the 5-H 

Ranch, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. . 
An article in the 29 November 1987 Kansas City Star, de- 

scribed the second 1987 auction. Among the animals offered for 
sale on the "auction block" were primates belonging to a variety 
of species, water buffalo, giraffes, elephants, jaguars, cougars, 
zebras camels, bobcats and llamas. 

IPPL strongly deplores the sale of primates and other wild ani- 
mals at such auctions. One can only imagine the terror and fear of 
the animals put up for sale to the highest bidder. We strongly en 
courage our members never to buy an animal at such auctions and 
never to attend them except to register one's protest. It is unlikely 
that most of the buyers have any knowledge of how to handle exo 
tics and some may be buying the animals for resale to game ranches 
or other abusive situations. 

In June 1984, what was billed as "The First Annual Southeast 
Animal Auction" took place at "Dewey Henderson's Livestock 
Barn'' in Atlanta. IPPL learned of the event in advance and notified 
the Atlanta press. A group of South Carolina members, including 
IPPL-Chairwoman Shirley McGreal, drove 300 miles to Atlanta to 
join local protesters recruited by Jane Bass, now with the Georgia 
Earth Alliance. We went inside, documented the appalling condi 
tions, and challenged Georgia Fish and Game officials who were 
issuing "on the spot" permits to buyers. Just one week after the 
auction, one buyer was arrested on charges of cruelty to a tiger, a 
cougar and two bears that he had purchased at the auction. As a 
result of the protests, and publicity, the "First Annual Southeast 
Exotic Animal Auction'' appears to have also been the last! 

U.S. Wildlife Inspector Indicted for Bribery 
Daniel Noether, a U.S. federal wildlife inspector, was indicted 

on 13 November 1987 for allegedly having accepted $40,000 in 
bribes from three Southern California-based animal dealers who I 
were also indicted. Noether is accused of having accepted bribes 
for approving illegal shipments of wildlife at Los Angeles Airport- J 
All those indicted face up to 5 years in prison, plus fines up to ~· 
$500,000. 

Goodall versus Gallo 
In February 1988, the Scripps Howard news service carried a 

story entitled "Activists Protest use of Chimps in AIDS Re 
search." 

Robert GaJio, of the U.S. National Cancer Institute, expressed 
his skepticism about the possibility of chimpanzees ever getting 
sick with AIDS and stated, ''I wish the chimps got sick, so we had 
a model.'' 

Chimpanzee field researcher Jane Goodall felt differently say 
ing, "Obviously, I hope they turn out to be a lousy model. I don't 
think we're justified in killing them.'' 

Monkey Catcher Unpopular in India, Can't Find Wife 
Attar Singh is the official "monkey catcher" for the city of 

New Delhi. His job is to catch mischievous city monkeys and re 
lease them in the countryside. Singh is paid about $8 (U.S.) for 
each monkey he catches and told Seema Sirohi of the Associated 
Press, "I love monkeys, I see a hundred rupee note in every mon 
key's face. One more monkey, another hundred rupees.'' 

Singh has a high respect for monkeys' intelligence. In the case 
of one monkey, who recognized him from a previous encounter, 
Singh had to dress in a woman's sari to avoid recognition. Only 
then did he succeed in catching the monkey. 

Singh lamented to Ms Sirohi that he was unpopular with or 
thodox Hindus, who considered him to be abusing Hanuman, the 
Monkey God, who, according to Hindu scriptures, saved Lord 
Rama from the Demon Ravana. Singh complained, "They curse 
me and throw stones and force me to leave the monkeys alone.'' 

Singh regretted being a bachelor. However, he said, "Who 
would want to marry a monkey catcher?" 
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HOLIDAY ITEMS AVAILABLE FROM IPPL 
You can help IPPL and the primates by giving your friends IPPL T-shirts as gifts 

this Holiday Season. 
We have T-shirts of a silverback Mountain gorilla with his baby, a chimpanzee 

family, and a gibbon family. The IPPL T-shirts come in 4 sizes, Small, Medium, 
Large and Extra-Large. The small size also fits most children aged 8to14. 
/,, The shirts come in 4 colors, aqua, lavender, beige and silver. Please provide a sec 
ond color choice when ordering. 

In addition, we have new T-shirts with a Chinese Golden monkey design. These 
come in 4 sizes, Small, Medium, Large, and Extra-Large but are only available in 
tan. 

IPPL also has non-sectarian Holiday greeting cards. These cards feature a family 
of Mountain gorillas. 

All T-shirts cost $10.00 and the Greeting Cards cost $10 per package of 10 cards 
and envelopes. Overseas members should add US $5 for air mail postage. 

Hurry up and place your orders now! Orders should be mailed to IPPL, PO Box 
766, Summerville, SC 29484. 

Gorillas bl K:unol Komolphalin, 
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Dian Fossey organizing anti-poacher patrol. Photo: Ian Redmond 

THE DEATH OF DIGIT 
by Ian Redmond 

Ian Redmond, then a research assistant to Dian Fossey, 
found Digit's body on2January1978 

There are times when one cannot accept facts for fear of shattering one's being. As I lis 
tened to Ian's news, all of Digit's life, since my first meeting with him as a playful little ball 
of black fluff ten years earlier, passed through my mind. From that moment on, I came to 
live within an isolated part of myself. 

New Year's Day 1978 was just another day up at camp. I woke 
up later than usual but soon sat down at the microscope to examine 
the dung samples collected yesterday. Racking the microscope 
slide back and forth and noting down each hookworm egg was tedi 
ous work, requiring little mental effort, and so my mind began to 
wander over the previous night's events. 

After checking the camera and labelling the exposed film from 
Group 5, I had prepared and eaten my evening meal, alone as usual, 
and then sat down at my desk. The typewriter looked back at me 
uninvitingly, and so I picked up a copy of The Dalesman, a 
magazine with which all lovers of Yorkshire will be familiar. It oc 
curred to me that my subscription must have been one of the few 
to reach its reader on the head of a barefoot porter, squelching up 
a muddy mountain. It always seemed a bit incongruous - reading 

- DIAN FOSSEY 
Gorillas in the Mist, p. 206 

such a parochial publication in a little tin hut on the side of a vol 
cano in the middle of Africa - but I enjoyed the articles about places 
I knew in my home country and the broad- Yorkshire sayings of a 
cartoon character called Old Amos. But that night it struck a chord 
of loneliness; I came across an evocative poem about campanol 
ogy, and I have been an occasional bell-ringer since boyhood. I 
knew that in Beverley, friends would be climbing the spiral stone 
staircase to the ringing chamber at the Minster, ready to ring out 
the Old and ring in the New. It was fourteen months since I had 
left family and friends and, for the first time, a feeling of homesick 
ness flooded through me. 

Some time later, the blank sheet of paper in the typewriter fi 
nally stared me into submission. My thoughts of New Years past 
evaporated - it was cold, it was the end of the month, and Dian 
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would soon need my field notes for the monthly summaries she sent 
off to National Geographic. As usual I was several days behind in 
typing them up and only halfway through my December Parasitol 
ogy Report. I rekindled the stove and forced my .attention on to 
gorilla behaviour. 

For two or three hours the rest of the world was forgotten. At 
midnight my four typing fingers were still plucking away at their 
top speed when suddenly the night was shatt_ered by a terrifying 
clattering on the corrugated iron roof. The first bangs were fol 
lowed by more as rocks and gravel rolled down the roof accom 
panied by unearthly screams and shout~ ~~d wh_istles from the dark 
ness without. I was surrounded! My initial fnght soon subsided, 
though, when the screams became raucous laughter and Dian's stri 
dent tones sang out, "Happy New Year!" I had been well and truly 
had; the door burst open and a rabble of darker-than-average first 
footers crowded in (and not a single lump of coal between 'em). 
Dian had brought a bottle of the most important ingredient for a 
happy Hogmanay, and as it passed fro~ hand to han_d, spreading 
its warm internal glow, 1978 was toasted m near-trad1t1onal style. 

The men soon excused themselves and retired to their own 
cabin; Dian and I sat and chatted into the early hours. I am not a 
whiskey drinker but Dian wasn't taking no for an answer; 
"Chugalug!" she said and chugalug I did. For me, the conversation 
flowed into a pleasantly inebriated state; I seem to remember we 
solved most of the world's problems but the details are hazy. It was 
a good start to a year filled with tragedy, but as I bid her goodnight, 
and jokingly told her not to molest any buffalo on the way home, 
we were both blissfully ignorant of the previous day's events. 

The microscope work took up most of the morning of I Janu 
ary, and the pile of paperwork most of the aft~rnoon. I was still typ 
ing at dusk when Dian sent a note down askmg me to go up to her 
cabin. Slipping into my boots, I trudged up the path, mentally re 
hearsing my excuses for the tardy reports. It was a relief to find that 
there was another, more important, reason for the summons. 
Nemeye the tracker had arrived back in ca~p late, after a day sp~nt 
searching for Group 4. He had found their tracks mixed up with 
elephant tracks and many signs of poachers, but the gorillas ap 
peared to have fled to more secure ground close to Visoke. It 
seemed as though the gorillas had avoided the danger but Dian and 
I decided to spend the following day searching the saddle area be 
tween Visoke and Karisimbi; it would also give us a good opportu 
nity to test a new walkie-talkie set which Dian had purchased on 
her last trip to the U.S. 

At six thirty the next morning we met up to plan our route; Dian 
was to go with Kanyarugano, the houseman who had been volun 
teered into action, up the Border Trail which more or less follows 
the imaginary line through the forest which divides Rwanda and 
Zaire. I was to head up the Five Hills Trail, circle round at high 
altitude on Karisimbi, then head down the Border Trail to meet up 
with Dian. We would try and make radio contact every hour on the 
hour but if the radios did not work and we did not meet up, we 
would make our way back to camp independent! y. 

The tone of the early part of the day is best expressed by my 
field notes: 

6:50. Set off with Little Nemeye up the Five Hill Trail. 
7:30. As typed. 8:00. Ditto. 8:40. Ditto. 9:00. Ditto. 
9:45. Ditto. l 0:50. Destroyed first trap (string noose) at 
J0,650 ft.; Visoke left peak is 55 E. of N.; soon find and 
destroy traps 2 and 3 (both wire nooses), then ... 
At 11 :00 we had again tried the walkie-talkie, but to no avail. 

Nemeye began to press on, but then stopped at a point where the 
path opened out into a trampled g~ade. In a l_ow voice he said, "Ohh, 
waliua ngagi!" (Ohh, they have killed a gonlla). 

For some reason, at that moment, I could not think what a 
'ngagi' was. It was a word I had. been using a hundred ti~es a day 
for more than a year, but my bram seemed unable to take rt m. His 
tone of voice told me it wasn't just another antelope, and I was say 
ing to myself, "Mbogo is buffalo, tembo is elephant, ngagi is 
... ?',when I saw past him and my question was answered. 

There, lying on his side, in the corner of an area of flattened 

vegetation, lay Digit. His back was towards us, which initially hid 
the fact that his head and hands had been cut off and taken. h t 

. · h · I hock but t a Just seemg the body there was like a p ysica s , . 
. . , l l re that it was was only the first. At that pomt I wasn t comp ete Y su 

Di0it although his back told me it was a young silverback, . 0 

' ho rt was The second shock came when I walked over to see w k t 
- there was no face to identify, in fact no head, just a .gory ~~caned 
between the shoulder blades. Sickened, I reached for his ngh d 
to check for the deformed finger that gave him his name-. the ent 
of the ulna and radius bones met my eye in the stump of his wns : 
With head and hands removed, there was only the body tog~ onk 
the size was right, the amount of silvering was right,. a~d the ac 
was slightly stooped- it couldn't be anyone else but Digit. b 

. h · deep sta The body was badly mutilated. Apart from .t e. six d as if 
wounds, where the fatal spear thrusts had gone m, it looke ad fal 
the poachers had continued to hack and slash long after he~· ye 
len. As I knelt beside the cold, rain-soaked corpse, my mm s eof 

· f enzy could not escape the thought of them leaping about ma r ial 
blood-lust, shirts and faces red and sticky from spurts of _a~ter~st 
blood; the blows raining down· the forest ringing with Digikt s . g 

, . d th sic enm roar and the shouts of men; the barkmg of dogs an e k for 
'thunk' of steel on flesh and bone. We had set out to loo ed 
poachers and to destroy their handiwork, but nothing ha_d ~;:~~? 
me for this. One question kept ringing through my brain 
WHY? WHY?" - le· 

h · JI simp · The answer we later found out was pat enca Y h 
' ' that t e twenty dollars. That was the amount, in Rwandan francs, Afri- 

poachers were paid for Digit's head and hands. Even to a poor fee 
can, this is not exactly a fortune, and would not be enough to rs that 
six men out on a gorilla hunting trip. In the month~ and ye~r~ Jed 
followed, many distant observers suggested that D1g1t was g act 
out and killed because he was one of Dian's favontes, as an 
of revenge for her treatment of poachers. · d the 

This really does not hold together when viewed alongsi e had 
evidence. For a start, the theory presupposes .th_at the poac~~sthey 
an mnrnate knowledoe of Dian's favorite individuals and t h r 

o . . I) f anot e . were able to tell one gorilla family (and individua rom ur 
This is highly improbable. It is true that they may have seen b~r 
boot prints from my visit with the Crigler family on 29 De~em ea' 
but our boot-prints were commonly found all over the stu y rth~ 
particularly when visiting fringe groups. Other accounts 0 t"nu 

h . . out hun 1 "' event ave given the impression that the poachers were 
gorillas. h ts 

. f h elep an This was clearly not the case. Nor were they a ter t e re than 
that had passed through that area, or they would have had mo 
six men: ivory poaching is a dangerous business. h en- 

The six men had been following their trap line when t ey der 
countered the gorillas, but they had a standing order from a t~~va 
who had offered to buy a silverback skull and hands for the eh ard 
lent of twenty dollars. We cannot know whether they saw or erk 
the gorillas first, then decided to attack or whether they were wopon 
· h · · ' · II whereu mg t err trap line and came close to Digit accidenta y, . ·rated 
he barked an alarm at frighteningly close quarters and precipi 
an attack. the 

Th f h . . crests that e act t at they had hunting dogs with them sug,, bl have 
former scenario is more accurate - the dogs would proba ~ have 
scented the gorillas first. During the attack the dogs woul Digit 
been running around barking and growling in order to con~~~ their 
and prevent him from running away as the men pressed h 
attack. ·nu 

W . d gs dun "' elater discovered that Digit had ki lied one of the 0 f the 
the fight, and many other details came to light when oneho gh 

·1 · t OU ' gu1 ty poachers was captured and questioned. At that time, ks to 
shocked by the discovery and with only the two day old trac vent go f h . . . . 1. · nsofthee on, none o t 1s was clear; likewise, the imp 1cat10 n was to 
had barely begun to sink in. What seemed important. the and trail 
JOt down the mundane details such as altitude, location sign 

M f. describe the Y 1eld notes, typed up a couple of days later, but 
events of Monday, 2nd January 1978 in a controlled manner, 
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the lives of his relatives. And because his surviving kin share many 
of his genes, those same genes will have a greater chance of being 
passed on to future generations, even if not through Digit himself. 
In fact, unbeknown to us, Digit's unborn daughter (still developing 
in Sirnba's womb) was among those that escaped - a datum that 
would delight an evolutionary biologist seeking support for kin 
selection theory. 

Such academic interests were a long way from my mind as I 
stood in the drizzle on that fateful day, deciding on my next course 
of action. My thoughts were in a turmoil, but I knew as we set off 
back towards the Border Trail, that there was at least one more un 
pleasant task to be faced that afternoon. Almost as bad as finding 
Digit's body was the breaking of the news to Dian. I had known 
Digit for little more than a year and it felt as though a friend had 
just been murdered; to Dian, who had watched him grow for more 
than a decade, who had followed his progress from a mischievous 
bundle of fluff to a strapping young silverback, and who had won 
his complete trust and affection, it would be like suffering a violent 
death in the family. It was for that reason that Nemeye and I set 
out to locate Dian, in order to try and break it to her gently. I did 
not want her to find Digit as I had. 

At 12: 15 we came across Dian's footprints heading off the Bor 
der Trail on elephant tracks at 10,200 ft. The elephants had gone 
southeast, then curved back towards the border above where we 
had crossed earlier, then over Border Stream and into Rwanda. It 
was I :45 PM before we caught up with Dian and Kanyarugano; as 
we walked we occasionally whistled to try to attract their attention. 
Whistling is a good means of long distance communication in the 
forest, but that means it is used by poachers too, and so until I 
rounded the corner in the trail which had hidden my approach, Dian 
was unsure of just who was coming. Which is why, as I came strid- 

Dian Fossey and African Friends. Photo: Ian Redmond 

the actual notebook I carried with me tells a different story. Blink 
ing through tears of anger and frustration, I began to write "11 :05 
find Digit with head and hands cut off' but with a gut-wrenching 
sadness, my feelings took command of the pencil and ground out 
just one word which filled the rest of the page: B A S T A R D S ! 

When I eventually looked up, Nemeye was still standing there 
shaking his head quietly and muttering, "Eeeh, iko mbaya sana 
kuua ngagi. Watu mbaya nana" and the like (Eeeh, it is really bad 
to kill a gorilla. They're really bad people.). We began to look 
around and piece together the events of New Year's Eve (for that 
was the day it had happened according to the evidence before us): 

. About 25m (27 yards) from the death site we cut 
down a fourth trap; over a slight rise Nemeye shows me 
the mass of elephant trail he saw yesterday and indicates 
where Group 4 fled from. His interpretation of the trail 
sign was that the gorillas had first been frightened by the 
elephant traffic and run downhill, then curved back to 
wards the direction they were first going in (south) when 
they met the poachers; it appears as though Digit was 
some distance from the rest of Group 4, perhaps 60-75 
meters (65-85 yards) and on seeing the poachers he 
would have given the alarm (and his life) causing the 
others to flee. 
If Digit had been human, this apparently selfless act would be 

applauded, posthumously, as an act of great bravery - holding off 
six armed men and a pack of dogs whilst his family and friends es 
caped. Because he was a gorilla, we feel compelled to explain his 
behavior in evolutionary terms. According to the Theory of Kin 
Selection, Digit's 'altruistic' behavior was an instinctive response 
. that is, an inherited behavior pattern controlled by genes. Al- 
though it put his life at risk, the gene that confers altruism did save 
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_ing round the bend, I suddenly found myself looking into the muz 
zle of Dian's automatic pistol. She was kneeling in the middle of 
the path, holding the gun in a two-handed grip, ready to challenge 
us had we turned out to be poachers. On seeing it was me, a mis 
chievous grin crept across her face and she kept the pistol levelled 
at my chest, saying, "HALT! Who goes there?" 

I smiled weakly and slowly pushed the gun aside and down. 
With what I had to say, I didn't fancy being on the wrong end of 
that. She caught my expression and said, "Poachers?" I nodded, 
still searching for the words, arid her face fell. "Group 4? she asked 
quietly. "Digit," I replied. 

I honestly cannot remember what transpired over the next few 
seconds. Somehow I got the details across to her; Dian did not go 
to pieces; she was almost matter of fact about it, but it was as if 
a steel shutter had dropped behind her eyes. 

Her first thought was for the other members of Group 4. Was 
anyone else injured? Or dead? Had an infant been captured? Since 
finding Digit, I had been so preoccupied with sorting out his mode 
of death, and then in locating Dian, that (I am ashamed to say) these 
other possibilities had literally not occurred to me. Nemeye and I 
immediately set off at the double to track down the remains of the 
group, dreading what we might find. 

From the death site, the flee trail had headed straight and fast 
towards Visoke, mainly showing single file travel and with occa 
sional dollops of soft fear-dung. To save time we did not go back 
up to Digit's body, but ran down the border path, cut across the 
meadows and nettle zone, and picked up the well beaten trail as it 
approached the steep ridges and ravines ofVisoke's cone. 

By the time. they had reached the base of the mountain, they 
had put three kilometers between themselves and their attackers 
and had begun to slow down, spread out, and catch up on lost feed 
ing time. We followed various circuitous feeding routes at the base, 
but all eventually curved back up the slope and led to the nest site. 
We were relieved to find that there were eight nests and two infants 
present, and no sign of bleeding to indicate spear wounds. The 
morning trail led round the mountain and across a steep ravine 
bridged by a fallen tree; the gorillas had crossed this natural bridge 
and headed north along the slope. 

After only a few minutes tracking I caught a glimpse of a female 
with an infant riding dorsal and made a slow, cautious approach 
. not wishing to alarm them after their ordeal. And then came the 
surprise. I saw a few faces and realized that this was not Group 4 
but Nunkie's Group. Uncle Bert had fled out of the frying pan into 
the fire, and the fire on this occasion was an untimely interaction 
with his old sparring partner Nunkie. 

But if this was Nunkie's Group, where were Group 4-and were 
any of them injured? All the trail from the night nests led up to Nun 
kie, but this too was puzzling because there were three too many 
nests. Had some of Uncle Bert's young females transferred? A few 
minutes spent watching Nunkie showed everything to be normal 
and calm (apart from his usual hiccough-barks objecting to me 
moving about) with no sign of Group 4 members. Nemeye and I 
returned to the previous night's feeding trail and tried circling to 
pick up another set of tracks. Eventually, just before 6:00 PM, we 
found the night nests of Group 4, and while counting them and 
checking for blood, heard the crack of branches across another 
ravine. It was almost certainly Group 4, but the light was fading 
fast so little could be accomplished. We set off round the mountain 
again, arriving well after dark, still unsure whether anyone else was 
injured. 

Early the ~ext morning I set off alone to contact Group 4; it was 
a sunny morn mg and I was able to go straight to where I'd left them 
in under an_ ho~r. Before I caught sight of them though, I heard 
alarm vocalisations; 

8:05. Heard a WRAAGH from over the slight rise before 
the nests of I st [January], then a few screams and come 
up to see two or three animals on the opposite side of 
K ulala Rav me, but not yet clear which group this is. 
8: I 2. Pass through the nests which were half counted yes 
terday and see clearly that it is Beetsme strutting on a 

sloping Hagenia with Uncle Bert and two others in the 
vegetation below him. 
The next hour and a half was spent maneuvering around the 

~eedmg gorillas in an attempt to check their health without d1sturb 
mg their breakfast. I was relieved to find them all uninjured, but 
I was not the only one disturbing their foraging. Something was 
bothering Uncle Bert; every so often he would give a hoot series, 
slur and chest beat. And Beetsme, now the second oldest male fol 
lowing Digit's death, would echo the "pok" chest beat (cb) as if 
to emphasise the messaze for all the world like a comic sergeant . b , 
major repeating the last word of the officer's commands. 

8:27. End of 28 hoots with slur and cb from Uncle Bert, 
pause and Beetsme gives a pok cb, still perched on the 
Hagenia trunk4m ( / 3ft.) up. 
8:28. Beetsme climbs back up to 6m (20 ft.) height and 
sits breaking off a branch. 
8:29. About six hoots, slur and cbfrom Uncle Bert, again 
followed by pok cbfrom Beetsme, now back at 3m (!Oft.) 
height; I then notice Nunkie sitting and watching the pro 
ceedings impassively, 30 meters (JOO feet) uphill from 
Beetsme. 

_Obviously it was the presence of Nunkie - an older, more ex 
penenced silverback who had already acquired two females from 
Uncle Bert m 1974- that was making Group 4 tense. But although 
the night nests of I January had indicated that three of the younger 
animals had nested close to Nunkie, they had apparent!~ decided 
agamst a permanent transfer; barring the absence of D1g1t, both 
~roups ?ad the same composition as previously. The fact that this 
~nteract1on had gone on for three days, in virtually the same area, 
illustrated the dilemma Uncle Bert faced. 

When danger threatens, gorillas flee and then make for higher 
ground, both to get a better view of any pursuit, and to be uphill 
ma dominant position if the enemy makes a second attack. Uncle 
Bert had fled to the security of Visoke's slopes, only to run 1?to 
a more powerful silverback. It was clear that Nunkie wasn't gom~ 
to give an mch, and eventually Uncle Bert decided to do an abou 
tum, taking his (still intact) family back into the saddle area. T_his 
took place on 5 January, when Group 4 were found to be travelhng 
on a fast trail back towards the general vicinity of Digit's death. 
Their fast, near flee-trail suggested that they were in a hurry to get 
away from Nunkie, but there may have been other factors involved . 
It could be that they had gone to look for Digit. 

Very little is known about how gorillas react to the death of an 
~dult group member. This ignorance is largely due to their longev 
ity; not many of our adult study animals have died and when they h · ' W do ave, It has usually been when no observer was present. e . 
know that w?en a _gro~p member is ill or injured, the whole [amilf 
slows down rn their daily travels, thereby enabling the weaker ind 
vidual to keep up. And when the invalid becomes so ill as to be 
unable to move or_react to social overtures by the others_, this ca~ 
create tensions which result in the puzzled animals strutting, cheS 
beating and approaching the inert forrn. 

The lack of response prompts them to touch, push and even 
whack the dying gorilla; an extreme example of this kind of be 
havior was witnessed by Peter Veit in 1980 (See account and photo 
graphs 10 National Geographic Magazine April 1981, PP· 5o3- 
5 IO). When he contacted Group 5 one morning in August, Mar 
chessa~ an elderly female and longtime mate of Beethoven, was 
lying, immobile, under a tree. 

In the afternoon, Icarus, the young silverback (presumed so~ 
of Beethoven and Effie) began displaying near Marchessa, wit 
hoot series and chest beats. He then draog~d her out into the open 
and beg bi b f n her an a izarre performance, beating her with both ists 0 . h 
exposed chest and ultimately leaping in the air to land on her ~it 
~s full weight. If _she was not dead when he started, she _certain~h 
as after a few mmutes of this. But Icarus kept up his display 

that af~ernoon; and when Peter returned the following morning, ~~ 
was still ch~stbeating and pounding or jumping onto Marchessa _ 
b?1dy' ~nd did not desist until nearly midday. It is difficult to recolnl 
ct e this displa f . . . f the con a Y o wanton violence with our image o " 
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Digit and Dian. Copyright: National Geographic Society 

as a peaceful vegetarian. 
An isolated incident such as this should not, however, be taken 

as the norm. For some years there had been a subtle power struggle 
going on between Beethoven and Icarus; it seems that by repeatedly 
demonstrating his complete and utter dominance over the other 
matriarch, he was establishing in everyone's eyes his own domi 
nance and that of his own bloodline, the offspring of his mother 
Effie. Perhaps aware of this, Shinda, Marchessa's three and a half 
year old son, stayed close to his father, Beethoven, after the loss 
of his mother. And Beethoven, who may have spent two or three 
decades sharing his life with Marchessa, seemed greatly subdued 
by her demise. 

Beethoven had no such means of direct communication with his 
observers, but Peter Veit reported that, after Marchessa's death, the 
old male was often heard whimpering - a vocalisation that has 
never before been recorded from a silverback. 

When an adult gorilla dies, the absence of that individual from 
the normal daily social routine is clearly going to affect the remain 
ing group members. This was particularly app~rent when Dian de 
scribed the death of a near-senile old female tn Group 8, early in 
her study. Group 8 consisted of four immature males, an old silver 
back, Rafiki, and this elderly female, known as Coco. Althou~h 
she was well past breeding age, Coco was the center of the group s 
social life. She was often responsible for initiating groormng bouts, 
and was frequently seen sharing Rafiki's nest, as Dian put it, "re 
sembling a gracefully aging old married couple". In Februar~ 1_968 
Rafiki and Coco went missing, and two days later Rafiki rejoined 
the rest of the group alone. Coco's body was never found, but the 
absence of her pacifying influence meant that the members of the 
bachelor group were frequently seen squabbling: seldom groomed 
each other, and began interacting much more with their neighbors 
in search of females. 

But the previous observation that seemed most pertinent to the 
events of January 1978 concerned the death from hepatitis of Old 
Goat in Group 4. When she died in October 1974, Group 4 (then 
also under the leadership of Uncle Bert) began travelling in an_atyp 
ical erratic fashion suggestive of their trying to look for the rmssmg 
fem~Je. When Uncle Bert led Group 4 away from Visoke again on 
5 January 1978, Nunkie was undoubtedly the main ~ause but the 
direction taken would also have Jed them towards D1g1t, had he sur 
vived the attack. And in the circumstances (having just been repel 
led by Nunkie) Uncle Bert might have _been feeling the need for 
reinforcements. Their route followed a circuitous course m the sad 
dle, with occasional trips back to Visoke, for the next couple of 
months. If Digit had been alive, their meanderings would almost 
certainly have brought them into contact with him, but they would 
not have found out what happened to him even if they had stumbled 
across the actual clearing where he was killed. His body was no 
longer there. 

It would be a fascinating, if time-consuming, project under 
such circumstances to sit and watch the corpse of a dead gorilla to 
see what the rest of the family does when (if) they come across it. 
But to date it has always been considered more important to remove 
the body, have an autopsy performed and samples of body tissues 
taken and preserved for analysis. Thus, on the morning of 3 January 
as I was checking on the whereabouts and well-being of Group 4, 
a party of 8 men had set out from camp to carry the body back. 

This was no mean feat. Even without head, hands and many 
body fluids that had drained through the lacerations, a young silver 
back would probably weigh close on 140 kgs. (300 lbs.). Unfortu 
nately we did not have the means with which to weigh such a large 
animal; captive silverbacks have tipped the scales at anything be 
tween 160 kgs. (350 lbs.) and - when obesity is a problem - 250 
kgs. (550 lbs.) The men constructed a sort of bier from long 
Hypericum saplings, and the two teams of four alternated with the 
heavy load. While they were still struggling down through the 
forest, I had ended my contact with Group 4 and returned to camp 
with the good tidings that no-one else had been wounded by the 
poachers. As soon as I had relayed this news t~ Dian, ~ se~ about 
loading the two cine cameras at camp and working out filming an 
gles to record the bringing home of Digit. 

It always seems to me that recording emotion on film somehow 
cheapens it. It also puts the cameraman in the embarrassing posi 
tion of having to detach himself from the events when, as a human 
being, all his instincts are telling him to do something to alleviate 
the suffering. For that reason I do not envy the news film crews 
that must fly into and out of the world's disasters, in order to relay 
scenes of human suffering into our sitting rooms. And yet, if we 
were going to make people around the world aware of what was 
happening to the last few mountain gorillas, we had to be able to 
illustrate our story. One of the ideas we had discussed briefly the 
previous night was the making of a documentary film about Digit's 
life. He had been filmed regularly since the study began, and I had 
shot the last film of him only a few weeks before his death. It was 
up to me to complete the story, and so when the fro~t runner came 
panting into camp saying they would be here m mmutes, I clam 
bered up into a well placed Hagenia and steadied the camera for 
a distant shot. 

The colorful woolly bobble hats - a Christmas gift to the men 
from my Grandmother - sat incongruously above the sweating, 
serious faces of the pall-bearers. Slowly the little procession 
staggered and squelched across the watery meadow. As they drew 
nearer, I tried to make out the details of their burden, but it was 
just an amorphous black mass - like a massive shaggy coal sack. 
Through the lens I followed their progress as they passed beneath 
the overhanging tree, then I climbed down to walk with them. 

When they approached Dian's cabin, they dropped Digit's bier 
from shoulder height to carry it low, at arms length, maneuvering 
carefully between the trees and the cabin. I filmed the last few steps 
walking along beside the body, then moved back to where the other 
camera sat on a tripod, looking along the cabin front towards the 
door. The men stood awkwardly as Dian's door opened and she 
stepped out, looking down. Slowly Dian knelt and reached out to 
touch her old friend. Such a simple gesture, and yet at that moment, 
it carried with it more emotion than any amount of the tears and 
histrionics I had half expected. I swallowed hard and tried to con 
centrate on the focus. 

Most of that afternoon was spent filming and photographing the 
body, but most of that material remains unused - there is a limit 
to what is reasonable to inflict on the public. At the time however, 
we kept on taking still photos and film of the grisly neck socket and 
the stumps of the wrists. It was as though the cameras provided the 
only outlet for our anger and our hurt, and we thought that by in 
flicting the horror on others by means of the pictures, we could 
shock them into action to help protect Digit's living relatives. 

We sat the corpse upright and photographed it in the same posi 
tion as in the famous "Come and meet me in Rwanda" tourist 
poster, then Dian sat beside the body and I took a sickening parody 
of Kelly Stewart's famous shot of Dian observing Digit as a young 
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silverback. Lastly, we trampled down the vegetation beneath a 
massive Hagenia to recreate the death scene for the film we 
planned. The trackers had found the body of a poacher dog in the 
bushes near to where Digit was killed - apparently he had killed 
or mortally injured the bony mongrel during the fight - and it had 
been brought back as evidence. This was laid near Digit's body, 
which lay spread-eagled chest down with a broken spear protruding 
from one of the open wounds on his back. I filmed the scene from 
above, zooming in on the spear as the afternoon wore on. Looking 
back, it is evident that much of the activity of that afternoon was 
the result of a need to do something. By keeping our hands and 
minds busy, we were able to keep a lid on our emotions. But there 
was also a need to look to the future, and a desire to create some 
thing positive out of the tragedy. 

This was the thrust of our conversation as we ate a desultory 
supper together that evening. Outside in the darkness lay the body 
of yet another gorilla killed by poachers. But this one was differ 
ent. He was a well known individual who had been seen by viewers 
of wildlife films all over the world. They may not have remembered 
his name, but Digit could be identified to everyone who ever saw 
the film of him picking up Dian's pencil and notebook in the Na 
tional Geographic Special "In Search of the Great Apes". I felt 
strongly that this was enough to bring about a major fund-raising 
campaign. Digit was dead, yes, but he must not have died in vain. 
His death must be made an example to prevent any others like it. 
Dian agreed that this might work, but she had several reservations 
about publicizing the gorillas. 

She reasoned that if there were corrupt officials, who siphoned 
off funds destined for gorilla conservation, then seeing the benefi 
cial effect the death of Digit had on their income, they might be 
tempted to arrange more killings to further boost donations. 

Furthermore, although Dian appreciated recognition for her 
work, she did not have much regard for the tourists who were drawn 
to Karisoke from all comers of the earth. This was understandable 
to some extent- it was not the cabins the tourists came to see; Dian 
herself was the main attraction. 

There were occasions when she actually hid under the table to 
avoid uninvited guests, whom she described disparagingly as "idle 
rubbernecks". (There were exceptions; Dian was so impressed by 

one octogenarian lady, who somehow made it up the mountain and 
realised a long-held ambition to meet her, that she served tea and 
sandwiches on the picnic table, waiting on her hand and foot. . . 

Gorilla tourism as we know it today was unheard of at that time, 
tourists were the ones who were buying bits of dead gorilla and an 
telope for souvenirs, and providing the financial incentive for much 
of the poaching we were trying to combat. The last thing we needed 
in those circumstances was an increase in that sort of destructive 
tourism. Perhaps, Dian wondered, it would be better to hush .up 
Digit's death in the hope that the remaining gorillas would survive 
in relative obscurity. For more than a decade she and her co-work 
ers, black and white, had created a haven for wildlife around 
Karisoke. This unofficial conservation had, without fanfares or 
wide acclaim, successfully protected the heartland of the Virungas. 
Antelope numbers had recovered, the gorilla groups were produc 
ing lots of babies and cattle were no longer grazed there. d 

But the rest of the park was thick with poachers and snares· An 
as long as they were active, they would see our study area as a target 
for their activities. If we did nothing to publicize the threat to the 
gorillas, it was likely that more would eventually be killed - par 
ticularly if anything happened to disrupt the Karisoke patrols· 

The discussion continued; long into the night as we talked and 
talked. Every course of action we could think of was debated along 

· · the with the possible consequences that occurred to us. By the time 
grey light of dawn seeped into the cabin we were in agreemen~ 
Dian would set about publicizing Digit's gruesome death, an 
money that we raised in his memory would be used to step up our 
anti-poacher patrols. And we would try to interest National Geo- 
graphic in making a film about "The Life and Death of Digit"· . 

Satisfied that we at least had set our sights on something posiI 
tive, we adjourned to our beds to snatch a few hours sleep. 
scrunched down the gravel path to my cabin, pass in~ the rather .and 
pnsed houseman on his way to start work in Dian s kitchen, a 
reflected on our decision. But the presence of that headless corpse 

· ke seemed to pervade my every thought. I knew that life at Kanso 
would never be the same again. Dian summed it up when she wr.ote 
(in a report published in the International Primate Protectwn 
League Newsletter, August 1978), "Here, at camp, we wake up 
each morning wondering who will be next." 

Dian and Digit's Graves in 
Gorilla Graveyard at 
Karisoke. 
Photo: Ian Redmond 
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A VISIT TO THE IPPL GIBBON SANCTUARY 
by Kevin Ivester 

Kevin Ivester is Chapter Coordinator of the Simian Society of America. This article originally appeared in the Society's magazine, The 
Simian. 

On June 4, 1988 I had the pleasure of visiting the gibbon 
sanctuary and its inhabitants (17 gibbons) located in Summerville, 
South Carolina. The sanctuary was started in 1977 by Shirley 
McGreal to provide a permanent home for abused and unwanted 
gibbons, or gibbons whose owners could no longer take care of 
them. 

I was greeted by Dr. McGreal, who immediately began to show 
me around the grounds. The sanctuary is situated on approximately 
10 acres and is surrounded on all sides by woods, creating a very 
secluded and peaceful area for the gibbons. 

The gibbons presently residing at the sanctuary consist of 6 
former pets, 1 from a zoo, 4 born at the sanctuary, and the remain 
ing 8 are former research animals. The greatest success story to me 
is that of a young male white-handed gibbon by the name of Arun 
Rangsi. This fellow had been born at a cancer lab in California, re 
jected by his mother, and reared on a wire surrogate 'mother'. IPPL 
managed to get Arun Rangsi after the lab was closed and he arrived 
in Summerville on August 6, 1981 (his second birthday). Arun 
Rangsi was somewhat neurotic (a head banger) and was about half 
the size he should have been, weighing only four pounds. With a 
lot of love and care, proper diet, and room to exercise, Arun Rangsi 
grew into a more normal gibbon. Within a year a mate was found 
for him, another ex-lab gibbon by the name of Shanti. This pair hit 
it off very well and at present have produced 2 offspring (Ahimsa, 
a male, approximately 21/2 years old now, and Elsa, a female, 6 
months old). 

Another fascinating pair are Baby and Blythie, Concolor gib 
bons who formerly belonged to the Lafore family who at that time 
were members of the Simian Society. They must have taken excel 
lent care of them during the approximately 25 years they had them. 
This pair are now pushing 30 years of age, but you would never 
guess it from the way they run, jump and brachiate about their spa 
cious enclosure. Baby is a large, boisterous male who specially en 
joys showing off his acrobatic abilities. 

I got to meet a shy fellow by the name of Igor, who is also a 
former lab gibbon. Unfortunately, Igor isn't able to enjoy the com 
panionship of other gibbons as he will self-mutilate (his arm in par 
ticular) at the sight of another gibbon. However, he is able to enjoy 

Igor in the Lab. 

Shanti with Ahimsa and Baby Elsa. 

his own large enclosure equipped with swings and trapeze. I was 
eventually able to get Igor to approach me by tempting him with 
a few strawberries. He ambled over slowly and gently took the fruit 
from my hand. As a matter of fact, all the gibbons would gently 
take treats from me, which came as a surprise as I'm used to work 
ing with grabby-snatchy capuchins. 

The enclosures and adjoining building were worth the trip 
alone. The outdoor facilities consisted of com-crib and welded wire 
structures interconnected by suspended wire runs which lead to 
other enclosures and to indoor units within the heated/cooled build 
ings. Foliage grew over and around some of the runs, creating a 
natural look to the setting as well as giving the gibbons something 

Igor now. 
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to pick at. I really liked one set-up in particular, which consisted 
of 5 outside enclosures with connecting runs. There were 3 differ 
ent groups inhabiting these areas but they were kept separate. How 
ever, when the gibbons of both groups were making use of the runs 
and enclosures, they all appeared to be in one large area since the 
enclosures were close together. This encouraged interaction be 
tween the 3 groups, increasing activity and alleviating boredom. 
Maybe someone who is in the process of redesigning a primate fa- 

cility and has several monkeys of different species as well as mon 
keys of the same species might use a similar plan for their an~mals. 

Please note that the IPPL is also a non-profit organization like 
the Simian Society and would appreciate any donations towards the 
care of the gibbons at the sanctuary. They are doing a wo~derful 
job there; please help them to continue to do so by supporting the 
!PPL Gibbon Fund, P.O. Box 766, Summerville, SC 29484. 

A NOTE ON THE IPPL GIBBON SANCTUARY 
The gibbons at the IPPL Sanctuary are enjoying a good standard of living thanks to all those members 

who support them through donations to the IPPL Gibbon Fund. 1988 was a good year for the gibbons 
because a very special member had offered to double 1988 gibbon gifts in honor of Igor Gibbon and 
to celebrate the first anniversary of his arrival in Summerville on 26 June 1987. The money has been 
set aside as a reserve for the gibbons' long-term care. This is very much needed. 

We are extremely grateful to this lovely member, who wishes to remain anonymous. 

(!Eh?abetb, ~birlep anb all the Jfl)l)JL officers 
ano gibbons tuisb pou anb all tbe ~nimals in 
~our JLife a 1!.)appp ~ohbap ~eason! 
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GOOD-BYE TO JOZI GORILLA 
by Evelyn Gallardo 

In 1985, Dian Fossey invited /PPL members, Evelyn Gallardo and David Root, to photograph 
and videotape her mountain gorilla study groups. Here is Evelyn's account of experiences with 
their favorite gorilla, Jozi. 

It was an overcast August day in 1985, when five-year-old Jozi 
first knuckle-walked toward me with a "let's get acquainted" gleam 
in her roasted chestnut eyes. 

I sat submissively, and grunted the guttural approach vocaliza 
tion Dian had taught us, "um-um-aah, um-um-aah." Without 
breaking eye contact, Jozi stopped at my feet, leaned forward, and 
searched my eyes intently. Was I a friend or foe? I looked away 
briefly to reassure her, and to take a breath. Her face was inches 
from mine. 

"Never breathe on a gorilla," Dian had warned, "one new virus 
could wipe them all out." 

After several minutes of searching eye contact, Jozi cautiously 
reached a large leathery hand toward my face. Just as her curled 
fingers were about to touch my skin, I let out a whimper to express 
my discomfort. Jozi's hand immediately froze in midair-then she 
withdrew it in slow motion. She sat back with a worried expression, 
then sauntered off toward a meal of six foot high wild celery. I was 
awed at her concern not to frighten me. 

Jozi was born into Group 5, Karisoke's largest and most stable 
study group, in December of 1980. Her parents were Pantsy and 
Icarus, and her paternal grandmother was Effie, the group's highest 
ranking female. 

Because Jozi was playful, curious, and liked being near us, she 
helped ease our way into Group S's confidence. Through her, we 
were able to demonstrate our willingness to adhere to strict "gorilla 
etiquette." 

Five-year-old Maggie, and eight-year-old Shinda, were Jozi's 
playmates. Their favorite game was tag, and perhaps because Jozi 
was the smallest of the three, she often tried to use our presence 
to her advantage. She would boldly swat Maggie or Shinda, then 
run to our side, and taunt them to follow. This usually resulted in 
a jumble of tumbling black fur balls at our feet. Jozi always 
emerged from these play sessions looking like someone had 
brushed her long fur in several different directions. 

One day, as David and I sat videotaping several gorillas, Jozi 
appeared from behind a green wall of nettles. She sat at David's 



side, and rested her head on his shoulder. The other gorillas moved 
out of camera range, yet, twenty minutes later, the three still sat 
there, shoulder-to-shoulder, bridging the species barrier. The mo 
ment was so special, we never wanted it to end. 

On August 26, 1988, Jozi died. Weeks before she had caught 
and crippled her hand in a poacher's wire snare. Although she trust 
ingly allowed her hand to be bandaged, she never recovered. 

Heartbreak and anger are mild words to express what we feel 

over Jozi 's death. Dian's words, "Daily active conservation is what 
will save gorilla lives," haunt us more than ever. . 

Books, movies, tourists, and speeches won't save moun_tarn 
gorilla lives. If we don't find a way to increase life-saving activities 
such as trap cutting and patrolling, today - tomorrow the gentle 
gorillas of the Virungas will only be a memory. 

Goodbye Jozi. We love you. And we'll never forget you. 

A GORILLA IN THE MIST 
By Paulette Callen 

This prose-poem is written in memory of Paulette Nenne_r. Paulette was an artist and an animal rights activist. Among her many activities 
on behalf of animals, she worked for the wolves, stood against the crazed slaughter of coyotes with a powerful artistic statement, actively 
supported IPPL, and contributed to the DIG IT FUND. j 

On that terrible day in December when the news broke of Dian Fossey's murder, we spoke together on the phone, both of us were weeping. j 
Though neither of us had met Ms. Fossey, we shared a long admiration for the woman and her work that began for both of us years before 
when we first saw those early National Geographic film clips of Dian interacting with free gorillas, especially with her beloved Digit. Paulet~e 
said that someday she wanted to go to Rwanda and help patrol for poachers. She never made it. She died of pneumonia in March, 1988 m 
New York City. But I like to think she did at last get to meet her heroine, the Woman on the Mountain. 

A gorilla stands waiting in the mist. 

He is content to wait a long time. 

His name . . . unassuming - from a damaged finger; a shy and 
gentle being who died with great courage, alone, amid savagery, 
fighting for his family; and for him, the woman on the mountain 
grieved and caused a thoughtless world to take note and mark her 
passing. 

She too died, in a way, alone, fighting for her family amid 
savagery. 

The Cree Indians say that when a human being dies, the soul 
must stand within a circle of animals - all those one has abused 

' or killed without need and without respect - in the misty land of 
the dead, and woe be unto that soul! 

It is also said by those who have died and come back that there 
is, after death, a moving toward a great LIGHT, and that along 
the way one encounters helpers who comfort and encourage us on 
his journey. 

The woman on the mountain . 

1 
1 

when her turn came . . . 
there would have been no circle of animal judges to try her. 

She moves toward the LIGHT. 

And out of the mists steps forth one to meet her. 

The one she called Digit. 
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THE DEATH OF JOZI GORILLA 
/PPL members who purchased /PPL' s poster of Iozi Gorilla will remember this beautiful young gorilla. 
We are very sorry to report that "J ozi" recently died a terrible death as the result of wounds from a 
poacher's snare. Alan Goodall, Director of the Karisoke Research Center, has provided !PPL with this 
harrowing account of Jozi' s last days. 

1 
1 

On August 26th, 1988 "Jozi", a young female gorilla eight 
years old, died in horrifying circumstances in the Volcano National 
Park of Rwanda. Not since another young female "Lee" died in 
1979 has a gorilla death resulted directly from such snares. Added 
to the recent six deaths from natural causes, such as pneumonia and 
measles, this is dealing a severe blow to this endangered population 
of less than three hundred animals. It raises again the difficulties 
of the conservation management of such rare animals - and how 
much man should intervene to protect them. 

The prevention of poaching is an obvious solution. With greater 
awareness of their plight, the direct capture of young gorillas seems 
to have stopped - in Rwanda at least. Visitors coming to see the 
gorillas now earn Rwanda almost as much as its main export crop 
of coffee. Thus Rwandans are doing all they can to ensure the con 
tinued survival of their heritage. Unfortunately, in this tiny and 
poor country, there are still people who will try and capture an 
telopes and buffaloes within the National Park. Precisely whether 
this is to supplement their frugal, subsistence living, or for direct 
profit is still not yet certain. 

What is certain is that these traps are totally unselective in what 
they capture - even an unwary human foot can be ensnared. Thus 
gorillas are potential victims and both Lee and Jozi died as a result. 
Snares are made either of rope or wire, the latter being the most 
deadly. Rope snares can sometimes be broken by gorillas or can 
be pulled loose by their teeth, perhaps with the help of more experi 
enced adults. If spotted in time, they can also be cut by observers, 

1 
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thereby giving the animal a chance to get out of the slip knot. Pas 
cale Sicotte - a researcher at Karisoke, was recently able to release 
a younger animal in this way. Somehow it got free from the remain 
der of the noose. Jozi, unfortunately, was not so lucky for she got 
caught in a wire snare. Such snares bite deeper and deeper as the 
frightened animal struggles. Amputated antelope hooves have been 
left hanging in such traps - grizzly evidence of their action. 

There are two gorillas, at least, in the Vin.nga volcanoes region 
minus a hand, and one silverback male has lost a foot. These are 
assumed to have been lost in such wire snares. Such a loss, while 
devastating, is far less than the fate of Jozi. Despite being tran 
quilized, having the snare cut free, the wound dressed and given 
injections of anti-biotics, she was still unable to use her right hand. 
After a week it became swollen and colorless. A further attempt 
to reinforce her resistance to infection, via direct darting with anti 
biotics (without tranquilizing her), was unsuccessful. She had be 
come too wary of such activities. Although she seemed to be able 
to feed with only one hand, and keep up with the rest of the group 
while they made even longer than usual journeys up and down the 
mountain slopes, she became thinner and weaker. On the 25th of 
August she was barely able to stay with the group and kept falling 
asleep on the trail, whimpering and crying in pain. She spent a lot 
of time either huddled close to her mother or the dominant silver 
back in the group. Once, when she fell while climbing over a small 
tree trunk, she screamed in pain. Early next morning, just after they 
left their night nests, she died on the trail. 
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Digit Fund Anti-Poaching Patrol. Photo: Ian Redmond 

IPPL is outraged at the death of Jozi. No more gorillas must die at poachers' hands. Thanks 
to the dedicated efforts of IPPL West Coast Representatives Evelyn Gallardo and David Root, 
over $7500 have been raised to beef up anti-poaching patrols in the Virungas. The patrols are 
coordinated by Dr. Alan Goodall. The funds raised have been transferred as restricted donations 
to the Digit Fund. Thanks to Evelyn and David for their ongoing efforts, hardware, and dedica 
tion to the gorillas' cause and Dian's memory. 

WANTED: DIGIT POSTER 
The International Primate Protection League is trying to get hold of a copy of the famous poster show 

ing the gorilla Digit, carrying the message "Venez me voir a Rwanda." ("Come and see me in 
Rwanda.'') This poster was used to attract tourists to Rwanda while Digit was still alive. 

If you have a copy of the poster which you are willing to donate, sell, or lend to IPPL, please contact 
Shirley McGreal at P.O. Box 766, Summerville, SC 29484. 
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MEET NINI: 
A SPECIAL CHIMPANZEE 

ze Stella.Brewer Marsde~, who has been involved in a chimpan- 
20e rehabilitation proJe~t m The Gambia, West Africa, for almost 

ye~rs, has sent us this photograph of her very special chimpan 
zee fnend, Nini. 
. Nini joined Ms. Brewer Marsden in 1975. She was sent to Af 
nca from Italy, where she had been kept as a pet. On arrival Nini 
was ' a very neurotic 3 year old. Now, says Ms. Brewer Marsden: 

She is perfect now, one of the most dear friends I 
have. Even today she will recognize me as quickly and 
easily as I recognize her and with apparently as much af 
[ection. She was most anxious to show me Nicky her d . , aughter, who was born in 1984. My son was then only 
17 :nonths old. So we swapped baby stories for a while 
w_h1le our infants played beside us. She's really an excep 
tional creature and a bridge between species. 

towards these innocent animals. To sum up, the members 
of the Mfantsiman Girls' Secondary School Wildlife Club 
urgently appeal that the chimpanzee should be removed 
from the threatened species to the endangered species to 
save them dying out in Ghana and in Africa. 

Doreen Ayectey 
Secretary, Wildlife Club 

Mfantsiman Girls' Secondary School 
I am. not happy about how you people treat the chimpan 
zee in America. If they want to import the chimpanzee, 
they must ask permission before catching it. If they did 
not ask before catching them, they have to fine that person 
about $1 million. I am a girl of thirteen years and/' ma 
member of Osu Home School Wildlife Club. I am much 
concerned about this animal. 

AFRICAN SCHOOLCHILDREN SPEAK UP 
FOR CHIMPANZEES 

.~he United States Department of the Interior, acting on a 
petition filed by the Committee for Conservation and Care of 
Chimpanzees and several other organizations, recently pro 
posed that the Chimpanzee and Pygmy chimpanzee be up 
graded from the category "Threatened" on the U.S. En 
dangered Species List to the category "Endangered." 

.Under the Endangered Species Act, a public comment 
penod follows publication of a proposal. The proposal to up 
grade the chimpanzee led to the Interior Department being de 
luged with mail. Over 54,000 letters and postcards supporting 
chimpanzee upgrading were received, and only 6 letters of op 
position (from the National Institutes of Health, 2 officials of 
the Yerkes Primate Center, and from the Merck Sharp Dohme 
and Immuno pharmaceutical companies). 
J Among the letters supporting the upgrading were one from 
enny Rawlings, Head of State of Ghana, West Africa and sev 
eral from schoolchildren from Ghana, (a nation whose chim 
panzee population has been decimated by logging and poach- 
ing). o 

.we are publishing extracts from the children's letters 
~hich show that many young Africans care deeply about 
I ildlife conservation and protection. 
{people go to the forest to hunt for the chimpanzee, they 
ill the parents of the chimpanzee before taking the small 
ones away. A time will come when we Africans will not 
;.ee chimpanzees again, neither your people will get one 
t%r laboratory tests .... People should not cut the trees, 
ey are destroy mg their home. 

Florence Otoo 
H . South Labadi Estate Junior Secondary School 
untmg for the animal for sale is against the law of my sz: let your country too make a law that the animals 

s ould not he imported into it. 
Victoria Alakija 

p South Labadi Junior Secondary School 
resent findings in the news media and by the individual 

conservationists have shown that the life of a chimpanzee 
in the tropical forest is very woefully endangered. Indis 
c;:r1mmate trapping and exporting of these animals have 
asucally threatened the population. If absolute meas 

ures are not taken, it will someday be extinct from the z: surface as we have done to other animal species 
~ icn we now wish to have. An example is the dinosaur. 
aken the number of years before a chimpanzee comes of 

age to reproduce and the interval between and the sort 
of treatment given a troop of chimpanzees before one is 
captured, makes us strongly detest the cruelty of mankind 

Esther Alemawor 
Osu Home Junior Secondary School 

We all know that chimpanzees move in families and be 
fore one gets a ~oung chimpanzee one has to kill the big 
ger ones. If this ts allowed to go on, the animals will even 
tually finish from the forest reserves in Africa. I therefore 
suggest that you take a good care of those that you have 
in your country. 

William Nartey 
South Labadi Junior Secondary School 

At this juncture I want the US Government to put a stop 
to their importation and also if anybody is seen doing 
such things [harming them], the person should be sen 
tenced to serve some years in prison. If America is not 
ready to buy, Africans too are also not prepared to hunt 
them. 

Emmanuel Odonkor 
South Labadi Junior Secondary School 

Nowadays the chimpanzees in our forest are not many so 
something must be done about it. I am not happy about 
the way those who go to catch the animals from the forest 
treat them. They put them in small boxes and deprive them 
of air and free movement. They even kill more than one 
chimpanzee before they can catch the young ones. I want 
the American Government to stop importing them and 
also anyone seen doing that should be imprisoned for six 
teen years. If America is not ready to buy, Africans will 
also not be ready to go and hunt for them. 

Elizabeth Malm 
South Labadi Experimental Primary School 
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America can take a good care of the chimpanzees already 
with her so that they multiply. This will save the African 
Game Reserves from total collapse. 

Samuel Stephens 
Home School Wildlife Club 

We would not be happy to see you collect all our animals 
just to maltreat them. Here in Ghana we have a proverb 
which says "The left hand bathes the right hand and the 
right hand bathes the left," meaning that once you benefit 
from someone it is just right that the person benefits from 
you as well. In short, the chimpanzees are of great help 
to you in your laboratory experiments. As such, they need 
to be given a fair treatment. 

FredKumah 
M.O.H. Primary School, Korie 

We the children of Africa will like to grow up to see chim 
panzees and other animals from our own country. We 
don't want a situation where we Africans have to travel 
to the United States before we can see animals from our 
own land. 

Ian de Souza 
M.O.H. Primary School, Korie 

I have learned with regret of the unhealthy treatment 
given to Chimpanzees taken from Africa. I therefore wish 
to make the following suggestions: 

I) Chimpanzees are the "cousins" of man - and as 
suchdeserve "human" treatment. 

2) Big cages with decent living should be provided 

for them. 
3) Chimpanzees should be given enough food by lov 

ing caretakers ... 
Enyouram Kouroko 

MOH Primary School, Korie 
Many U.S. schoolchildren also wrote in support of the chim 

panzee. Bill Hess, who studies at a junior high school in Columbus, 
Ohio, wrote an excellent letter. 

I am writing this letter to bring to your attention the mis 
fortune of the chimpanzee. Due to relentless persecution 
by humankind, chimpanzees now totter on the very edge 
of extinction in their homeland. A large percentage of the 
chimpanzees who remain have been cruelly captured and 
imprisoned under inhumane conditions in laboratories 
around the world. 

The chimpanzee is becoming extinct in the wild. Al 
though the chimpanzee is now classified as a threatened 
species, there is a big push for it to become listed on the 
endangered one. It is believed that there are only40,000- 
JOO,OOO chimpanzees left in the wilds of Africa, where 
hundreds of thousands had, until quite recently, lived. 

Now that I have brought your attention to the suffer 
ing and decreasing chimpanzee, I would hope that you 
would help in the fight for saving him. The chimpanzee 
shares 99% of our genetic material and most of our char 
acteristics. It is the closest one can get to a human being 
without actually being one. Sa.for these reasons, please 
save the chimpanzees, humankind's sibling species. 

MAURITIUS MONKEYS FACE BLEAK FUTURE 
The island of Mauritius lies in the Indian Ocean off the coast 

of Africa. The island has a population of cynomolgus monkeys 
(crab-eating macaques), who were probably introduced by Dutch 
seamen during the 1700s. The crab-eating macaque is native to 
mainland and island Southeast Asia. 

In 1986, American field primatologists R. W. Sussman and I. 
Tattersall estimated the monkey population of Mauritius to be be 
tween 20,000-35,000. 

The monkeys reported! y raid crops and steal eggs from the nests 
of rare birds such as the Mauritius pink pigeon. They are sometimes 
shot by farmers. However, the remoteness of the island and the 
general tolerance accorded the monkeys by the mainly Indian popu 
lation of the island allowed them to live in relative peace, while 
their Asian cousins were shipped by the tens of thousands to be 
slaughtered in laboratories. 

According to an article entitled "Virus Free Cynomolgus 
Macaques from Africa," published in the July-August issue of the 
journal Lab Animal, Marianne Stanley, a Mauritian micro- 

biologist and Owen Griffith, an Australian zoologist, decided it 
was a "waste" to allow monkeys to be shot "when they are so valu 
able to the research community." (Not to mention a source of prof 
it!) 

In 1985, Stanley and Griffith formed a company called 
"Bioculture Mauritius" to trap monkeys for export and local breed 
ing. They set about trapping monkeys in portable cage-traps baited 
with sugar-cane. 

"Bioculture" is currently allowed to export 400 wild-caught 
monkeys a year and an unlimited number of captive-bred monkeys. 
The firm currently holds 500 breeding females but intends to in 
crease the number to 1, I 00 by 1992. 

Medical tests have shown the Mauritius monkeys to be free of 
most of the viruses such as Herpes B that frequently affect mon 
keys. 

Thus Mauritius, once a "tropical paradise," has become a 
dangerous place for its free-living monkeys. 

EXOTIC ANIMAL AUCTIONS 
In the United States, there has been an increase in the number 

of "exotic animal auctions." IPPL recently received an announce 
ment for an auction held in Delphos, Ohio, in April 1988. The cen 
ter of action at these auctions is the "ring" into which terrified ani 
mals are brought to be auctioned on the block, with the animal 
going to the highest bidder. 

Among the animals offered for sale at the Ohio auction were 
game birds, waterfowl, macaws and other parrots, snakes, prairie 
dogs, bears, bobcats, cougars, wallabies, primates (including 
galagos and baboons), furbearers (including foxes and ferrets), os 
triches, emus, rheas, cranes, deer and sheep belonging to a number 
of species, wild pigs, bison, buffalo, antelopes, elephants, camels, 
giraffes, llamas, and zebra. 

The flier for the auction notes that the sponsors are "not respon 
sible for injury or fatalities of animals or birds." 

The flier announces high charges for admission to the auction 
(maybe to discourage animal activists) and suggests that, if people 
come with "a desire to argue," they "stay home." 

Many of the people who haunt these auctions are irresponsible 
pet buyers or representatives of exotic food restaurants, or laborato 
ries. Many of the hoofed stock are sold to hunting ranches. 

It is a grim sight to see terrorized animals in the auction ring. 
Should you hear of any impending exotic animal auctio?s in 

your area, please let IPPL know and consider organizing a picket 
and writing protest letters to your local newspapers. 
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VICTIMS OF HARASSMENT LAWSUIT WIN MILLIONS 
. The August 1988 issue of the IPPL Newsletter included a re 

pnnr o~ an article about intimidation lawsuits which appeared in the 
magazine US News and World Report on 23 May 1988. 

Such lawsuits, according to the US News article, have the po 
~ential of deterring ordinary citizens from protesting plans of well 
t;:led developers? c?rporations, and government agencies because 
u Y force their vtctims, often people with low incomes and fre 

q ently volunteers, to spend enormous amounts of money defend 
i~g themselves while their wealthy opponents can spend millions 
0 dollars on legal procedures and not miss them. Controversies are 
moved from the open "market-place of ideas" to the obscure reces 
(wh of the court-room, which is usually an arena where the rich 
(w 0 frequently have dozens of lawsuits under way at any time and 
~re ~omfortable with law and lawyers and lawyers' bills) are more 
at orne" than the defendants. 

th Members concerned about this trend will be pleased to learn 
th at several defen.dants in an intimidation lawsuit recently turned 
de tables on their accusers, winning $13.5 million dollars in 
amages from a California jury. 

The plaintiff-turned defendant was the J. Boswell Company, a 
we~~y and powerful California agribusiness-real estate firm. 

1 
e Boswell Company opposed plans to build a canal that 

~ou d have increased water supplies for many California farmers. 
armers supporting the plan took out an advertisement stating their 

support for the canal in a local newspaper. The Boswell Company 
sued three of the farmers for libel, a case which was thrown out 
of court. 

With the lawsuit against them out of the way, the farmers in 
tum sued the Boswell Company. Jurors on the case deliberated only 
an hour before deciding that the original lawsuit was filed for in 
timidation/harassment purposes. They awarded each of the farmers 
$1 million compensatory and $3.5 million punitive damages, for 
a total of$13.5 million. 

Ralph Wegis, the farmers' lawyer, told the press that, 'This 
case represents a landmark verdict likely to deter anyone - corpora 
tion or individual - from filing suit to silence political opposition." 
He estimated the company's assets at over $800 million dollars in 
land and $100 million in water rights. 

Dr. George Pring, of the University of Denver Law School, has 
made a nationwide survey of intimidation lawsuits and testified at 
the trial. Pring expressed delight at the jury's verdict and noted that 
the $13.5 million dollar award was the highest ever awarded in a 
counter-suit of this nature. 

Pring stated: 
The size of the jury verdict . . . sends a very clear signal 
and precedent all over the country. The verdict ... sends 
a signal to people that would file lawsuits to chill political 
opposition that the cost of that strategy is very high. 

PRIMATE SPACE LAB PROPOSED 
N !PPL has obtained a copy of a 1986 report prepared by the US 
A~ti?nal Aeronautics and Space Administration's "Large Primate 
S tsory Committee." The Committee was chaired by Dr. Frank 
N~~~an of the Department of Biology at the State University of 

T ork, Bin~hampton, New York. 
s ~e C?:nmmee predictably suggested that a large primate re 
oearc fac1hty be established in space to conduct research "on vari 
f us problems that are important for human safety, health, and per 
~~nce in space." The committee recommended that Rhesus 
f on eys be used and that "a scientific advisory committee" be 
ormed to advise the project. 
k 1~ the past, chimpanzees, pigtail macaques, and squirrel mon 
t;:su ave been used in US space research and Rhesus mo~keys in 
bre k.SSR program (one animal, Yerosha, made headlines by 

~~ng loose in her spaceship in 1987). 
e report states in Paragraph I that: 

At the current stage in the evolution of manned space 
~ight, the fundamental question of survival in space has 
een resolved. Over 130 astronauts and cosmonauts (in 
cluding 4 women) have flown in space without any serious 
medical consequences. 
WKc ·d · · onsi ers that the report should have ended at this point 

IPPL PATRON DIES 
("J c~.1~~el Fatehsinghrao Gaekwad, Maharaja of Baroda, India 

~h~e to his Western friends) died in India in September 1988. 
P · MaharaJa was an old and good friend of the International 
nmate Prot · · · ' · h ra: d ection League. Like so many of India s princes, e was 

ca~e . as a big game hunter. He gave up hunting in 1955 and be 
in e an enthusiastic wildlife photographer. He had a keen interest 

zoos and di · · I di zo . was extremely disturbed at the con mens in n ran 
ca~d which, he said, include unsanitary conditions, lack of dedi 

T~oo-keepers, and lack of educational programs. 
and his death of "Jackie" is a great loss to the conservation world 
gre 1 s.parkling presence at international conferences will be 

at Ym1ssed. 

and the Committee been disbanded! However, this did not happen. 
The Committee notes that space research to date has "utilized hu 
mans as test subjects and for practical or ethical reasons many 
biomedical techniques cannot be used." (These include killing, 
heavy instrumentation and restraint, and infliction of pain). 

The committee gave as its reason for selecting Rhesus mon 
keys: 

1) their physiological and anatomical similarity to humans, 
2) their "upright posture," (in fact, Rhesus monkeys are quad 

ripedal), 
3) their large size, which permits "invasive bioinstrumenta- 

tion." 
Rats and mice are said to be too small and anatomically unlike 

humans. Rabbits were not chosen because of physiological differ 
ences and their susceptibility to stress. Cats and dogs were 
excluded "because they eat and drink by lapping with their tongue" 
and because of "public resistance to use of these animals in re 
search." Squirrel monkeys are rejected as too small for heavy in 
strumentation and extensive blood/tissue sampling. The Commit 
tee therefore recommended selection of the Rhesus monkey and 
that NASA establish a large Rhesus monkey laboratory in space. 

DR. MOHNOT 
RECEIVES AW ARDS 

Dr. S. M. Mohnot, IPPL's Representative for Central and West 
India, received the first Indira Priyadarshini Award, instituted in 
memory of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, for his environmental work. He re 
ceived the award from Rajiv Gandhi, Mrs. Gandhi's son. In addi 
tion, Dr. Mohnot received the first National Environment Award 
from India's Minister of the Environment in recognition of his work 
in protection of forest and desert ecosystems and their wildlife, 
especially monkeys. 

Congratulations to Dr. Mohnot! 
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LOWLAND GORILLA PROBLEMS 
During 1987, IPPL worked very hard to investigate the smuggl 

ing of 3 young gorillas from the Cameroun, West Africa. The ani 
mals were placed on an Air Zaire plane on export documents calling 
them "monkeys." The son of the West German animal trafficker, 
Walter Sensen, a resident of the Cameroun, accompanied the hap 
less gorillas on their flight to Kinshasa, Zaire. On arrival at Kinsh 
asa Airport, two of the three gorillas were dead. New travel docu 
ments calling the animals by their real name (gorillas) had been is 
sued with the help of Meir Levy, a European resident of Zaire. 

Autopsy examination revealed that the two dead gorillas had 
died of asphyxiation. The sole survivor was shipped on to Taipei 
Zoo, Taiwan, where he lives today, alone. 

As a-result of the two deaths, an insurance claim for $300,000 
was filed. However, following IPPL obtaining proof that the ani 
mals had been illegally exported from the Cameroun, the insurance 
company made no pay-out. IPPL members blitzed Camerounian 
and West German authorities with protest postcards, asking for in 
vestigation of the shipment and action against its instigator, Walter 
Sensen. Although he is being prosecuted in respect to this ship 
ment, Sensen is clearly unwilling to abandon his dreams of gorilla 
profits. Recently, he sent a letter to the Director of a Swedish zoo 
offering a young female gorilla for sale for between $60,000 and 
$90,000 (US). Sensen claimed to have an exclusive 5-year contract 
with the Government of Equatorial Guinea for export of gorillas 
and chimpanzees. 

Sensen told the Swedish zoo director to request an import per 
mit and justify it by saying, "The gorilla in question is a specimen 
which was kept by people and cannot be returned to the wild." It 
is obvious that any animal in possession of an animal dealer has 
already been removed from the wild. Once one animal is sold, he/ 
she will be replaced. One hopes that wildlife chiefs of importing 
nations will not accept Sensen' s perverse logic. 

IPPL is vigorously protesting this contract which will spell 
death for many adult and baby gorillas in Equatorial Guinea and 
its neighboring countries (it would be easy to move baby gorillas 
across unguarded borders). IPPL's US members have already re 
ceived a special mailing about this situation which includes protest 
postcards for the heads of state of Equatorial Guinea and West Ger 
many. Overseas members wishing to receive postcards should con 
tact IPPL, P.O. Box 766, Summerville, SC 29484. 

In 1987, Madame Yvette Leroy, a French resident of Braz 
zaville in the Congo Republic, shipped 3 gorillas in her possession 
to John Aspinall' s Howletts Zoo in England. Aspinall' s request for 
an import permit aroused considerable controversy in England. 

Opponents of permit issuance, including Dr. Alexander Har 
court, felt that allowing the importation of the 3 Leroy gorillas to 
England might encourage removal of more gorillas from the wild. 
Aspinall's position was that Madame Leroy was rescuing gorillas 
whose parents had been eaten, paying only small sums for them. 

Eventually, Aspinall was granted his permit and the gorillas 
were imported to England. Aspinall agreed to set up a Gorilla Or 
phanage in the Congo and construction is now under way. 

The three gorillas were shipped to Howletts' Zoo in June 1987, 
and all are doing well. In July 1987, more baby gorillas began to 
reach Brazzaville. Government wildlife authorities directed some 
to Madame Leroy and others to Brazzaville Zoo. None survived 
longer than two months. A brief description of each animal's fate 
follows. 

Baby Gorilla No. 1, Makabana, reached Brazzaville in July 
1987. This baby gorilla weighed just 7 pounds and lived just two 
months, dying in September 1987. An autopsy report lists his cause 
of death as "diarrhea and dehydration." 

Baby Gorilla No. 2, Sibiti, also reached Brazzaville in July 
1987. He weighed just 5 1/2 pounds, and died a month later of "the 
results of a skull fracture," probably acquired in the course of his 
capture. 

Baby Gorilla No. 3, Ngombe I, also reached Brazzaville in 
!.uly 1987 -. She weighed 9 pounds and died in August 1987 of 
parasitrc disease" and "lead in arms." 

Bab~ Gorilla No. 4, Kola, was the fourth gorilla to reach 
Brazzaville m July 1987. Kola weighed 7 pounds and lived only 
a month, dying in August 1987 as the result of "perforated ulcers 
of unknown origin" and "refusal to eat." 

Bab~ ~oril!a No. 5, Niari, reached Brazzaville in August 
1987. Nian we~ghed 15 pounds on arrival, but she only survived 
two months, dymg of an infection caused by "the presence of lead 
s.hot in her ribs_." Thi~ is clear proof that poor Niari was caught, 
like all other wild gorillas brought into captivity, by the shooting 
of her mother. Many baby gorillas die from the same bullets that 
kill their mothers. 

Baby Gorilla No. 6, Ngombe II, reached Brazzaville in 
October 1987. Ngombe II did not even last a month. The 6-pound 
baby died of parasitic infection. Wild gorillas co-exist with many 
parasites, but stress aggravates them and can make them lethal. 

Baby Gorilla No. 7, Madingou, also arrived in Brazzaville 
in October 1987. This little gorilla was the tiniest of all, weighing 
only 41/2 pounds. Of course, he didn't survive. He was probably 
only a couple of weeks old and desperately needed his gorilla 
mother. His death was attributed to "diarrhea and dehydration." 

IPPL has started a postcard campaign directed to the President 
of the Congo Republic. We are asking him to make gorilla protec 
tion a national priority. The postcards are in French with an English 
translation. They are available at no cost from IPPL Headquarters 
(IPPL's US members already have them). 

STOP PRESS: JPPL has learned that a further 14 baby gorillas 
reached Brazzaville between January and July 1988. Thirteen of 
the fourteen were dead by August. 

Lowland Gorilla: Los Angeles Zoo Photo: Neal Johnson 
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WHY GORILLAS SHOULD NOT BE EXPORTED FROM AFRICA 
Although a h · . ported f rguments t at orphaned baby gonllas should be ex- 

peal it ro:n Afnca to zoos m the West have a certain emotional ap 
ing ~i'1ds important that they be resisted in the interests of protect- 

populat1ons of gorillas. 
At present all b b · 11 . . . . illegal) obt . ' a Y go:1 as entenng capnvity from the wild are 

and th Y ained, No nation m Afnca permits capture of gorillas 
ventioey ~~e afforded maximum protection under the African Con 
enforc nd d e facts that laws against gorilla poaching are not always 
It mu tb oes not make the slaughter of mother gorillas "legal." 

s e stopped. 
cau~~t 198~j three US zoos filed applications to import 7 wild 
sion of gon as from the Cameroun, where they were in the posses 
fickinga~~~imal dealer long active in gorilla ~nd chimpanzee traf 
vided for b applicat10n was opened for public comment, as pro 
gorilla Y the US Endangered Species Act. Most of the world's 
late DiaexFperts wrote in opposing permit issuance, including the 

n ossey 
One of the . 1 de- H most e oquent letters was submitted by Dr. Alexan- 
areourt fi ·d · . case a . · provi es an articulate and succinct statement of the 
gainsr gorilla t~afficking. We are reproducing it here. 
b My credentials for writing are that since 19711 have 
/en studying wild gorillas; in 1979 and 1980 I was Coor 
inator 0! the successful Mountain Gorilla Project con- 

servation programs in Rwanda; and in 1981-1983 I was 
Director of Rwanda's only field research station and in 
this last post had to advise the Government on what to do 
with infant gorillas confiscated from poachers. 

The advice of myself and my colleagues, and the deci 
sion of the wildlife authorities of the country was that 
however legal the export and even if no money changed 
hands, it would be an extremely dangerous precedent and 
would undoubtedly lead to an increase in trade in this en 
dangered species. The reasons were simple. First, legal 
niceties would be lost in the generally perceived message 
that endangered species could be easily traded. Second, 
even if the export were a loan agreement with the Govern 
ment, gorillas can fetch such enormous sums that nobody 
would believe that no commercial profit was involved. 
Gorilla trading would therefore be seen as financially ad 
vantageous. 

In sum, any export is a demonstration that trade is 
possible and an implication that it is profitable. Therefore 
any export, however well-intentioned, will encourage 
capture from the wild and so is a danger to the species. 
I don't see how one can escape from this conclusion. 

MALARIA RESEARCH SCANDAL 
rese!~eh Utted States Gover?ment is heavily involved in malaria 
Agency ·fo~\biggest.pro1ect rs an $8.5 million project run by the 
Institute of nternational .Development (USAID). The American 
grarn si Biological Sciences (AIBS) has coordinated the pro 

ince 1982 
Curren ti y th . . program On' ere. is a senous dispute over management of the 

sexually· h e official was suspended from his post for allegedly 
agencies arassmg a woman employee, and three government 
tee of the uarse sstudymg the program's records, including a commit- 

enate 
Monkeys are . . 1 d . . . . the 29 Jul 

198 
mvo ve 1~ this ~1spute. According to a report m 

with su j 8 issue of Science, 'The AIDS network is swamped 
ofhousi~ u~ monkeys ordered ... for vaccine trials." The costs 

Matt gt e monkeys are over $1 million (US) per year. 
ers are complicated also by a lawsuit filed by animal dealer 

Matthew Block of Worldwide Primates against USAID. Block 
went to Bolivia in 1986, and arranged for the exportation of 361 
squirrel and owl monkeys in spite of the Bolivian primate export 
ban. Block claims that USAID was responsible for his almost get 
ting sent to prison for exporting the monkeys. His passport was 
seized, and, according to Science, he escaped from Bolivia in a pri 
vate plane. The US State Department provided Block with travel 
documents after Bolivian authorities seized his passport. 

IPPL contacted the American Institute of Biological Sciences 
about the monkey situation. It turned out that the AIBS malaria pro 
gram is headed by Colonel Dr. Philip Winter, formerly with the US 
Army's gibbon/monkey laboratory in Bangkok, Thailand. Winter 
confirmed that litigation regarding the Bolivia monkey deal is 
underway. 

Further details will be provided in future Newsletters. 

SQUIRREL MONKEYS FOR SALE 
The Fed l nounced . . era Supply Service of the U.S. Government an- 

quest from 1~5 9 September 1988 report that it had received a re 
rnonkeys ~ t e Property Division of the Sales Branch, to sell 55 
(USAID) ~~ the US Agency for International Development 
and Florid ( e monkeys a:e current! y housed in Washington DC 

Ace ~· the exact location was not specified). 
Th or mg to the Report, 
e unusu l hi pur h a t mg about these monkeys is that they were 

res~ as;:d and prepared (spleens removed) for malaria 
adjua;c ·Th~ monkeys were uncooperative: they did not 
rese~r:~ their.new environment, and were deemed unfit 
for specimens. Since the monkeys were prepared 
pu~ese':jch, they cannot be offered for sale to the general 
pur ic . hey can be sold only to laboratories for research 

Poses. 

It is possible that some of these monkeys were among those im 
ported from Bolivia in 1986, supposedly for "crucial" research. Al 
though Bolivia had a ban on export of all primates at the time, the 
US Government sought and obtained an exemption to the ban, 
sabotaging Bolivian Jaws to protect primates. 

Why monkeys that are "unfit research specimens" should be 
sold "for research" is a puzzle! 

IPPL suggests that the monkeys receive medical check-ups and 
be returned to their country of origin for release, at the expense of 
USA ID. If you agree, please make your feelings known to: 

The Director 
US AID 
Washington DC20523, USA 

IPPL WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
· IP~L extends a warm welco e to everyone who has joined our organization recently. We hope you will find our Newsletter 
mterestm Pl m g · ease send us your comments and suggestions. 
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FORBES PAYS $220,000 FOR PICTURE, GIVES $1,000 FOR GIBBON 
The August 1988 issue of the IPPL Newsletter told how US 

multimillionaire Malcolm Forbes had purchased a baby gibbon for 
Elizabeth Taylor while on a holiday cruise in Bangkok, Thailand 
in April 1988. The couple were cruising in luxury on Forbes' large 
yacht. Forbes reportedly purchas~d tens ?f thou~a?ds ?f dol,~ars of 
jewels for his already fabulously nch movie-star girl fnend. 

Because Thai law forbids export of gibbons and all primate 
species, Forbes leftrthe gibbon behind. 

IPPL asked members to send protests to Malcolm Forbes and 
Elizabeth Taylor and seek their help for e~tablishin~ an urgentl~ 
needed sanctuary for gibbons and other pnmates seized from am 
mal dealers. We had learned that all of over 20 gibbons sent to a 
government wildlife sanctuary outside Bangkok had died, due to 
Jack of proper care and the general weakness of the animals when 
seized. 

We have now learned that Malcolm Forbes sent $1,000 (US) 
for the care of the gibbon. This will barely feed him for a year, let 
alone a gibbon lifetime, which can be 30 or more years. 

According to Mr. Forbes' own magazi~e ~called Fo!bes), Mr. 
Forbes is worth no less that US $500 million. In this context, 
$1,000 is a trivial gift. It is the equivalent of a person ~~rth 
$50,000 giving a dime (ten cents) or someone worth $5,000 giving 
one penny. " . . 

This doesn't mean that Forbes doesn't have disposable m- 
come." The 27 October 1988 issue of the Charleston, South 
Carolina News and Courier ran an article with the heading 
"Forbes Buys Lee's Note to Grant for $220,000." The letter pur 
chased by Forbes was described as "a yellowi~g pie~e of paper 
about 8 inches by 10 inches." Without downplaying the importance 
of historical records (which many prefer to see in archives for pub 
lic use), one can say that Forbes' current unwillingness to help set 
up a sanctuary for adorable baby primates shows a somewhat pecul- 
iar sense of values. . . 

We are delighted to tell you that the Forbes-Taylor Wbbon ~s 
still alive. He was "adopted" by a small primate sanctuary m Tha~ 
land which was unknown to IPPL until recently. The sanctuary is 
directed by Mrs. Leonie Vejjavija in conjunction with the Wildlife 
Fund of Thailand. 

On arrival at the sanctuary, the tiny gibbon, now named 
"Sammy," (Elizabeth Taylor had named him "Mal~olm") '.was ~uf 
fering from malnutrition, eye infection, pneumoma, and mtestmal 

"Sammy" 

"JO-JO" 

parasites. He was not expected to survive but lots of loving care 
brought him back to life. Asof September 1988, he was doing well. 

IPPL has learned that Mr. Forbes had purchased a second pri 
mate for Elizabeth Taylor. This was a baby Rhesus monkey. He 
arrived with pneumonia and had lost his right eye. A cataract 
caused by infection was destroying the sight of his left eye and the 
animal is expected to become blind. This Rhesus, Mosha, is also 
at the Vejjaviya Sanctuary. 

At present, the Vejjaviya Sanctuary has 13 primates ( 4 gibbons, 
2 slow lorises, and 7 macaques of three species). It is run without 
donations from the public at the present time. 

In addition, the sanctuary takes short-term care of some pri 
mates purchased in poor condition and returns them to their "own 
ers." Only the government has the right to confiscate illegally 
owned primates, but it fails to do so. The adorable little gibbon "Jo 
Jo," whose picture appears on this page should be with his mother 
but ended up being sold on Bangkok's Chatujak Market for $100 
(US). The little ape was starving but has recovered. Strong protests 
are being made by Ms. Vejjavi jato the officials supposed to control 
the activities of animal dealers. 

Forbes' actions are showing Thais that some Americans are less 
than generous. (Perhaps he'll relent, we haven't given up yet!). But 
Sammy Gibbon and Mosha Rhesus need human help now as do so 
many other primates poached in the forests of Thailand. If some 
generous reader would like to prove him/herself more caring than 
two of the richest people in the world, and can afford to make a 
$1 ,001 donation for either animal, we'll transmit the gift to the 
sanctuary. If you work at a place sympathetic to animals, perhaps 
you can "pass the hat." 

We hope that knowing that Sammy is alive and well (with 
Mosha as a "bonus") will help make your Holiday Season happier. 
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YERKES RESEARCHERS EMBARK ON 
''PROJECT PENIS'' 

Two Yerkes p · R_onald Nadler) h nmate Center .researchers (Jeremy Dahl and 
gibbons at th. f ave been measunng the penises of live and dead 
Georgia, US~. ederally-funded research facility based in Atlanta, 

According t th C , dler measu d ho e . enter s 1987 Annual Report, Dahl and Na- 
. re t e pen s f 3 1 · . qu11lization . 1 es o. JVe gibbons (presumably under tran- 

sault on his since an alert gibbon might resent this undignified as 
during his 

1/nvdacy 
from a human), and of a fourth gibbon, first 

e an again after his death. 

The researchers plan tor. .easure the penises of gorillas, orangu 
tans, chimpanzees, and Pygmy chimpanzees, in order to make 
comparisons! 

The Yerkes Primate Center loves to tell the press about all the 
diseases it may one day cure by its experiments on hapless pri 
mates. What "Project Penis" will accomplish is unclear! 

The 1987 Yerkes Annual Report shows that Yerkes started 
1987 with 17 gibbons, of whom 4 died during the year of unstated 
causes. One birth occurred. 

YERKES DIRECTOR DENOUNCES RESEARCH CRITICS 
Dr. Frederick K. . . Atlanta G . mg is Director of the Yerkes Primate Center 

b . , eorgia Many · 1 · ' eheve in f d · . expenmenta extremists do not appear to 
anti-demo ree om of speech for their critics and frequently make 

In the crati_c statements. Dr. King is no exception. 

h 
section of the y k p · eaded "M . er es nmate Center's Annual Report 

fumed: ajor Problems Encountered or Anticipated," Dr. King 

Another co · · ter n11nu111g problem faced by the Yerkes Cen- 
, as well as bi di I d 

g
ene 

1 
. ome tea an behavioral research in 

rat, is the h . constant arassment by an/1-research 

groups. The irresponsible, destructive, and frequently 
unlawful activities of these misguided individuals has 
necessitated the expenditure of considerable funds to pro 
vide for increased security. Monitoring and responding 
to these a/lacks also takes a considerable amount of time 
of the Yerkes administration and faculty. This time and 
these dollars could best be spent on activities directed to 
wards solving important human and animal disease prob- 
lems. 
Like measuring gibbons' penises, Dr. King? 

US AND USSR PLAN JOINT AIDS RESEARCH 
Dr. Robert W ys delegation to mdom,_ US Assistant Secretary for Health, led a 

the establ h the Soviet Union from 17-27 July 1988 to discuss 
search and is ment of collaborative activities in A JDS-related re 

preve · plan would b ntion_ under the Bilateral Health Agreement." The 
National AID~ ~pervised by Dr. Peter Fischinger, Director of the 

Th . rogram Office. 
h 

e team visited th s · · t e Soviet U . e ukhumi Pnmate Center in the south of 
. ruon Sukh · · n1ates and Jans · . urm currently houses 7 ,000 nonhuman pn- 

the report, ~'No to increase its numbers to 25,000. According to 
there are n 

1 
higher primates are currently being housed and 

reason, for~f1 ans to bring in chimpanzees or other apes, for any 
east several years." (Emphasis added). 

The report describes ongoing research into simian immunodefi 
ciency viruses. lt notes that a simian virus has been isolated from 
"a Vietnamese macaque species which would be quite interesting 
in geographical terms." It has long been suspected that the Soviet 
Union is obtaining macaques from Vietnam, whose primate popu 
lations have already suffered from decades of warfare. 

The delegation expressed enthusiasm at the prospect of joint re- 
search with the Sukhumi Center and the Epidemiology and Virol- 

ogy Laboratories in Moscow. 
At present, there are very few cases of AIDS in the Soviet 

Union although a few entering African students carry the virus. 

TOP SCIENTIST SA VS CHIMPS NO USE IN 
AIDS RESEARCH 

M The distinguished virologist Dr. Arie zuckennan, of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
at·edicme, discussed the use of chimpanzees in AIDS research at the I 988 Annual Congress of the Associ- 

ton of CJ' · · · E I d mical Biochemists. The congress was held in Blackpool, ng an · 
chi:ccording to Laboratory News (June 1988), Zuckerman "knocked firmly on the head the idea that 

panzees were usefu 1 to AIDS research.'' 
Dr. Zuckerman stated that while chimpanzees develop viremia when infected with the Human Im- 

rnunoct fi · ' di d h ''Th · f . e rciency Virus (HIV) they do not develop the full-blown 1sease, an t us, ere is no case 
orus1 hi ' ng t is animal." 
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AIR FORCE EXPERIMENTS ON PRIMATES 
Ms. Linda Leas, of Dayton, Ohio, USA, an animal activist and 

long-time IPPL member, has been conducting a long-term "battle" 
with the US Department of Defense to obtain autopsy reports on 
primates dying or being killed at the Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base near Dayton, Ohio. In 1988, she managed to get 86 autopsy 
reports for the period 1980-1984. Here are extracts from the re 
ports: they show a pattern of gross neglect, human incompetence 
and outright cruelty to primates. 

Baby Baboon, no name or number. This infant was just 6 
days old. He was found dead in his cage on 3 ~pril 1980 but could 
not be autopsied because he was not found until he had been dead 
for 12 hours. The report notes that his mother had been TB-tested 
"recently," which "may have contributed to less milk production." 
It is clearly ignorant and cruel to subject a monkey in advanced pre 
gnancy or a mother nursing a newborn baby to a routine procedure 
such as a TB test. Leaving primates unsupervised for over 12 hours 
also indicates negligence. 

Rhesus macaque 3061. This animal, a "retired breeder" was 
sent to Wright-Patterson by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
in December 1978, as part of a large group of "surplus" Rhesus 
monkeys. She was killed on 30 July 1980, after three weeks of fail 
ing to eat. Euthanasia was performed with T-61 , a drug that can 
cause severe suffering to animals. It is appalling to note that NIH 
"rewards" monkeys who have bred infants for lives of pain and suf 
fering in the "service" of the human race by shipping them to mili 
tary bases. NIH bureaucrats retire to live in high style! The mon 
keys don't get that chance. Several more of the NIH .retired "breed 
ers" were killed with T-61. The autopsy of one animal notes that 
she was received from NIH "without any history," another indica 
tion of NIH bungling and incompetence. One autopsy noted that, 
"T-61 euthanasia solutions should be avoided if histopathology is 
scheduled. Widespread hemolysis was present in all the tissues." 
Humane considerations appear to have had no importance, only the 
fact that the T-61 solution made it difficult to perform an autopsy 
on an animal. 

Besides NIH, the Yerkes Regional Primate Center in Atlanta, 
Georgia, supplied Rhesus monkeys to Wrigh~:~atterson .. one 
wretched monkey (681) arrived on 31July1984 man emaciated 
condition with reduced appetite and watery diarrhea." She died ten 
days later. The autopsy report noted, "Carcass devoid of any fat: 
extensive muscle wasting." In other words, the poor monkey was 
starved at a Primate Center whose director, Dr. Frederick King, 
spends vast amounts o_f .eff?rt propagan~izing for prim~te ex 
perimentation. Perhaps rt rs time for Dr. Kmg to clean up his own 
Center! 

Baboon H-22. This male baboon was "subacutely impacted" 
on 18 August 1980 and died on 1 May 1981. The autopsy report 
mentions no cause of death, and does not state with what the ba 
boon was hit, or why. 

Baboon F-18. This male baboon died on 7 July 1981 after 
being "subjected to excessive left to ri~ht 'G' fo~ces wh_ile pulmo 
nary and cardiac parameters ~ere n:omtored by 1~dwellmg cathet 
ers." The animal was then killed with pentobarbitol. The purpose 
of this experiment is not clear, although it presumably relates to 
space flight problems. . . 

Rhesus A-344. This male Rhesus money was found dead m his 
cage on 6 October 1981 . "Monkey chow" pelleted food was found 
"subcutaneously above penis and a half-handful in scrotum." The 
autopsy report attributed the monkey's death to "acute gastric dila 
tion "also known as "bloat," a condition often resulting from feed 
ing monkeys a diet of solely or mainly monkey chow. 

Baboon G-32. This male baboon died on 15 October 1981. He 
was undergoing a "special" undescribed experiment. .The_ baboon 
had been implanted with a device that had damaged his spinal col 
umn and adjacent soft tissues, including the kidneys. An unnamed 
but obviously incompetent "surgeon" had clearly inserted the de 
vice improperly. But the dead baboon had no surviving kin to sue 

him for malpractice. 
Cynomolgus 76-C. This female crab-eating macaque was in 

volved in an experiment named "Beryllium," presumably a study 
of the toxicity of this element. The autopsy revealed severe infec 
tion and cysts on the monkey's kidney and liver. 

Baboon H- 72. This female baboon died on 22 November 1982 
after "accelerometer implant" and "a swismode drop." (Editor's 
note: if any reader has any idea what "a swismode drop" is, please 
inform IPPL). The surgery during which the accelerometer was 
placed in the baboon had apparently been bungled since the hapless 
animal died of severe lung and liver bleeding. The veterinarian 
noted "several areas of torn liver capsule with the underlying tissue 
shredded." It is known that pilot ejection seat studies are carried 
out at Wright-Patterson but it is not clear whether primates are 
dropped from aircraft or a simulator nor whether a "swismode 
drop" has any connection with the ejection seat studies. 

Baboon 08-B. This male baboon was placed in a "hypokinesia 
apparatus" on 8 March 1983. This is a device for total immobiliza 
tion, sometimes accomplished by the use of full body and limb 
casts. Shortly afterwards, the restrained baboon began to develop 
"gastric dilatations." On 22 March 1983, he was killed and found 
to have "stress related ulcers" and "hypokinesia-related bloat and 
epistaxix." 

Baboons are highly energetic and social animals and subjecting 
them to prolonged restraint constitutes gross cruelty. 

The project presumably was supposed to have some relevance 
to the problems of astronauts in space but could surely have been 
performed on human volunteers resting in beds or in casts. 

Baboon 2179-83. This male baboon had an accelerometer im 
planted in his spine on an unknown date. The surgical wounds be 
came infected with staphylococcus, and treatment was started on 
19 April 1983. According to the autopsy report, "On the morning 
of 20 April, patient was alert and active ... suddenly he became 
moribund, had convulsive seizure, and died." 

The autopsy revealed severe internal damage caused by incor- 
rect placement of the accelerometer. 

Immediate cause of death was determined to be exsangui 
nation following perforation of inferior vena cava im 
plants in spine. 
Other internal lesions were noted, including severe enteropathy 

and deposits of "lipid materials" in the lungs, possibly resulting 
from injection of oil-based penicillin. 

Expressing no concern for the appalling suffering inflicted on 
th~s h~pless baboon at the hands of the "butcher surgeon," the vet 
enn~nan :v~ote a n~te to the experimenter saying, "Thank you for 
shanng this interesting case with us." 

Rhesus monkey H-74. This monkey died on 29 April 1983. 
He had been administered 90cc of glucose solution via "nasogastric 
tube" while ."restrained upright in a chair." The monkey "coughed 
up and vomited some of the fluid shortly after administration" and 
"~ontinued coughing while left to recover." (Emphasis added.) He 
died suddenly, presumably of aspirating his own vomit. It is not 
clear how long the monkey was chaired or why he was being force 
fed. In any case, it is appalling to leave an animal in distress un 
supervised. 

Baboon 1-16. This animal died on 16 May 1983 during a 
"drop" experiment. The "drop parameters" were stated to be 50 Gs, 
30 Ms, (human astronauts experience about 3 Gs) and whatever oc 
cu~ed caused the animal severe lung, liver, and kidney damage, 
sp1~al hemorrhage, and three fractured ribs. The purpose of the ex 
penment is unclear. 

Baboon I -61. This baboon died on 17 October 1983 as the re 
sult of an ~xperiment which caused him major and severe spine 
damage, with massive bleeding. It is not stated whether the ammal 
mvolved in this brutal experiment was allowed to recover from 
anesthesia. 
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" Baboon 174 T . . head spin 
1: 

his male baboon died on 25 October 1983 in a 
e va idat " · tremely high f 10n expenment. He was exposed to the ex- 

exposure ex orce of 49.5 Gs, 29 Ms. over 16 times the usual 
B b penenced by astronauts 

. a oon J-10 Th. . "" being exp d · is animal died on 15 November 1983 after 
ose to 80 G 12 5 . ' . ' soft tissue d ,, s, · Ms. This caused 'massi ve hard and 
amage The " . anterior h · re was massive damage T4-T7 along with 

beenextreem~rrhage between T4-T5." The baboon's spine had 
Rh me y severely damaged. 

esus monke 0398 . [IPPLdoe Y -84. This monkey was "placed in DES" 
. snotknowwh t DES. . . mat1on any a a is and would appreciate any infor- 

peared to ha me~ber can give] at 11 Gs, 8 times. The animal "ap 
fully recoveve J ~w recovery compared to other monkeys and never 
only apple ~e · Six days later, he was "lethargic" after "eating 
200 cubic cse ~-r several days." The monkey was catheterized and 
len bladde n imeters of "dark urine" were removed from his swol- 

r. 
The next da h. vealed "a b Y' is bladder was again distended and an x-ray re- 

n a normal bl dd ilh ,, vealed "m . a er st ouette. Exploratory surgery re- 

d 
assive adh · . ay the p . esions m the area of the bladder " The next 

T 
. , oor arum I' b . his was the f a s a do men was "very painful" and swollen. 

a Wright-P t irst and last time the word "pain" was mentioned in 
. a terson aut . examined Th opsy report. The baboon was killed and 

from "trau e autopsy concluded that the animal was suffering 
mato bladd · er causing urethral blockage and kidney fail- 

urc." He had been allowed to suffer 8 days with a ruptured bladder, 
an extreme! y painful condition. 

Rhesus monkey 653. This monkey was shipped to Wright-Pat- 
terson from the Yerkes Primate Center on 16 August 1984. The day 
after his arrival, he developed diarrhea and grew weaker till his 
death on 6 September. The autopsy report notes that he was 
"emaciated." The cause of death was stated to be "aspiration of 

stomach contents." 
No later reports were provided to Ms Leas. However, it is un- 

likely that things have changed much. The reports show a pattern 
of botched surgery, bungling, cruel and useless experimentation, 

and neglect. 
The fact that the National Institutes of Health and the Yerkes 

Primate Center would send animals to such a place of suffering 
raises questions about these institutions' sanctimonious preachings 
about how well primates are treated in US laboratories. 

The Air Force did not provide copies of experimental protocols, 
but informed Ms Leas that the primates wete used to study I) air 
craft escape and crew safety technology, 2) high "G" forces in the 
environment, 3) space adaptation syndrome and 4) toxic hazards 

of chemicals. Many of these experiments could be done with human volun- 
teers or lifelike "dummies," (these are used in car crash experi 
ments now as inter-species anatomical differences made the appal 
ling primate car crash experiments irrelevant to humans). 

RECOMMENDED READING 
Sahabat Alam M . . . . . protection org . . alaysia rs a very fine conservat10n-ammal 

tive all over Samzhation headquartered in Penang, Malaysia, but ac- 
. out east A · f · Wildlife traffick· sia. ighting pollution, forest destruction, 

Alam Malay . mg and for rights of indigenous peoples. Sahabat 
gest to overs:•a is offenng its excellent Environmental News Di 
$40 (air mail)s ~aders_ at a cost of US $30 per year (sea mail) or 
overseas check alaysian banks charge a large commission on 
order is prefe s d. payment by bank draft or international money 
Malaysia 
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1· 
Orders may be placed with Sahabat Alam 

s_trongly r~co a ween _Road, 10050, Penang, Malaysia. IPPL 
hons. mmends this dynamic organization and its publica- 

Yivian w·1 tative for 
0 

1 son has served as IPPL's Zimbabwe Field Represen- 
be f ver a decad M T . . amiliar with hi e. any V viewers around the world will 
founded the c~· IS ~rog~am "Orphans of the Wild." Wilson 
ter~sting bo k ~~angah Wildlife Orphanage in Zimbabwe. His in 
United Stat 0 Orphans of the Wild" is now available in the 
lover. The ~s ~nd would make a fine holiday gift for an animal 
pany, 6471 ~i can be obtained from the Wolfe Publishing Com 
$22.50 plus $2 rpark Dnve, Prescott, Arizona 86301, USA, for 

. postage and handling. 

. Av1 Magidoff f viewed the 
1986 

° the Human Animal Liberation Front has re- 
Regional Pr· Annual Reports for all 7 federally-funded U.S. 
Washingtonu~~te_ Centers. '.he centers are located in Seattle, 
Massachuse~t . ~is,. Cahforma; Atlanta, Georgia; Southborough, 
Beaverton Os, ovmgton, Louisiana· Madison Wisconsin· and re · ' ' ' and often c'ru 

1 
gon · Mag1doff' s report reveals a pattern of stupid 

e research, and concludes with the question: 
If primat · . terns th . es neurological and immunological sys- 

chos~s ezr sexual behavior, their depressions and psy 
be obv/re extrapolative to humans, then surely it must 
ties to :ifr, to us that these animals share with us the abili 
None of ~her and to feel rejected, isolated and deprived. 
these . ese basic needs and abilities are recognised for 

prisoners of science. How can we inflict so much 

suffering upon those who are so much like us, and for 
such trivial goals? ft is questions like these that Primate 
Centers fear most. In an effort to steer the public clear 
of any conclusions that mighrbe detrimental to their re 
search centers, they try to pose the question, as Peter 
Gerone, (Director of the Delta Center) did recently on a 
radio interview, ''Should we continue to use animals in 
research or should we let people die of diseases that might 
eventually be cured or corrected?" The research de 
scribed [in my report] does little or nothing to prevent 
people from dying of disease. 
This report is available free from IPPL Headquarters, PO Box 

766, Summerville, SC 29484. We strongly recommend that resi 
dents of areas where the Primate Centers are located obtain copies. 

Also available free from IPPL Headquarters is an excellent re 
port from the Progressive Animal Welfare Society of Lynnwood, 
Washington State. PAWS was able to obtain an advance copy of 
a grant application for inoculation ?f_rregnant macaque monkeys 
with "Simian Acqmred Immunodeficiency Syndrome," (SAIDS), 
to see whether and how the disease ~ould be tr~nsmitted to the baby 
monkeys. PAWS had the grant apphcat10n reviewed by several sci 
entists who raised questions about the validity and methodology of 
the proposed projec~ and the likely_ s~ffering ?f_the monkeys. The 
consultants emphasized the supenonty of chmcal studies of the 
problem of human mothers transmitting human AIDS to their 

babies. p A WS concludes that the ''victims'' of this experiment would 
be the suffering monkeys, the taxpayers who would pay for the ex 
periment, and t~e peop_le whose lives may be lost by spending of 
$2 million on an mapphcable study. 

p A WS has published an excellent report on this project which 
is 32 pages long and is an invaluabl~ tool for those wishing to argue 
the case against the use ofpnmates m AIDS research. Single copies 
are available free from IPPL, PO Box 766, Summerville, SC 

29484. 
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August 22 Dian to Edwin Wald: 
Thanks for 7/25 letter, and the $50 gift sent through 
the Leakey Foundation. This money will cover exactly 
the sum spent in the last 2 months for tips to the Park 
guards for the capture of poachers. Her budget wasn't 
prepared for the "burst" of work on the part of the 
guards, so the money is quite useful at this time. 

Don't worry about the gorilla becoming too "trained" 
They are not primed or bribed, not trained to do anything. 
the only difference in their behavior is that they allow 
themselves to be observed. It is remarkable how they have 
come to trust, and distiguish between~ the observers, and 
will not allow strangers near them, unless a known observer 
accomponies them. They are intelligent, "but I couldn't compare 

~their intelligence with that of Zinjanthropus; I agree with 
you, it's too bad we could "know" more about hill),, at least as 
much as we now do about the gorillas. 

~~ecent discoveries on Mars to Dian, 
she admits her interest in the findings as well. "Don't you 
agree that we are very fortunate, in some ways, to live in 
an era that can both investigate the details of the lives of 
the reclusive mt gorilla an, at the same time, anylyze soil 
and rock samples on Mars!" Thanks again for everthing. 
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.. ~:;··· ·······'~;!-~1ir·Mrs~'.·f }~i{~\~~:~~t:.t5~;~l?:t~f~~~~~;:J~,ti~,~~~!~~~~~~~~~]! 
630 Pine Lane .; ·' -. i , . . _;:;-:-:-.-~ .:· :::-·~::.-> /'/.· . '- 
Winnetka, Illinois · · -~ · ·.:. ---· . . .:. -.~:~:,_·:\~--~·~::" .. ';;'-: 

. Dear M~ •. and Mrs~ Short': ; .: .• c _ \: :,·,-_._,_ . 
. l 

The latest news is tragic ,beyond belief. On July 24th UncLe Bert, 
the majestic silverback in his prime of Group 4, was killed by a single 
builet into his heart; the estimated 16 to 17 year old f'erna.Le ; Macho, 
mother of ,a 3 year old infant> Kweli, was shot ·and killed in Jhe same 
poacher raid by a single bu l Le t , which went through her right. arrn , direc.tl.w 
through her heart smashing the r-Lbs and exited her body; her 3 yean: ol.d 
son was s Li.ght Iy wounded through t,\1e. right· trapezius probably by,· the 
same bullet but he lives •. 

By tracking we found that the ooachers had spent the. night in. the 
park in. a d i s t arrt area on: Mt. Karisimbi and in.,,.,Rwanda before d.es cend.Lng 
into,the saddle are~ of Zaire,where Group 4 had been for several days, me~ 
the Group in what was evidently a planned kill.ing shortly after they'd 
arisen from their night nests, chased them for roughly 90m and first 
killed Nacho,. As trail evidence suggested, Uncle Bert \-las fleeing in. the 
Le ad of the group as he had in the case of Digit trying to lead them ·back 
to the mountain slopes leaving a terrible flee trail containing much 
diahhretic dung. When Macho was shot he turned back in an abortive-- 
attempt to go to her as s i s t ance. and was then shot head on.· He was then. 
decapitated, and the bullet which had iodged in his body was excised. by 
a large panga slash on the right side: from the heart chamber. This ~as 
done so that the caliber cou Ldn! t be traced and also so that it -wottl.'1 be 
perfectly obvious to us the manner in which he1 d been killed as the small· . 
bullet hole remained visibly Lrrt ac't , We have diligently searched f!>r the· 
cartrige which killed Macho, but they must have removed it. The student 
who near-daily covers Group 4 ar-r Lved about 8 :30 to begin what would have 
·been his usual all-day contact ,1 and it is felt that his app r-o ach frightened 
o.ff the poachers before they could cut off Uncle Bert's hands or Eac.ho' s 
head.; Uncle Bert's body wa::;~.3ti~l wa rm, The next day the Cornrnando es , · 
police and I raicled the village of MUHY.ARUJCIKO, one of 3 of' Digit's killers, 
still remaining free and caught' GASH!1BIZI, another one of Di5it1 s killers, 
also likely involved in the recent murders. The following day I drove the 
Commandoes and police to the village of SEBAHU'rU who, alone with MllllfY·AHUKIKO, 

. is known to posses a gun, and "'~ caught him hidden outside his coml)O,Xund 
as he tried to flee. He was definitely one of Uncle Be r t ' s and Macl:to1 s 
killers for we found a hidden jacket sodden ·with b Lo od and a blood-st icky 
spear and p an ga which one of his wives later tried to rehide from us. On 
the 28th we made another raid and caught an additional 11 poachers in 
various villages below the rnourrt a i n., but I consider it doubt au I th~.Y have 
anythirig to do with the recent k Ll Li.ngs , 

With no sil verback leader,': the fate of Group 4 is virtually ni.1 as 
. they· have only 10:! year old Tiger and an older female, Flossie, -who've: 
been trying to lead and protect~ t hem, They've rejected the a:ttem~ts o,:f' 
another group to. try and split 'them up and yest.erda.y were fl.eeing :from, 
the advnn ce s of what c..nrnei.red t'o be a lone silverback. Such interac:tions 
a.re bound to cause serious 'injU:'ries to Group 4 members. .Also feel poachers 
wilL strike again kno~ing they ~re now without a leader. The entire. 
situation is to~ much to beaD• t Ever since Digit's death I've been continuing 
on a small basis poocher patrols in the park. especially with one student. who• 
excell:.ed, at snme. He had to gci: home in March but .has just cabl.ed. that he -will 
get bac".< here someway so that l-{e can hopefully escalate the patr()ls. We 
must cat ch or kil 1. IrnNY.ARUKIKO.''. .P.rn sorry to. bring such horrid news,. 
especially sine~ I haven' _t wri-G'ten. to you fo,r so long. It is as though all 
:ny efforts ovt'}r the years have [:beon. wasted \vi th these deaths. ~ ~/ !)jf 
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KAR.ISOKE RESEARCH CENTRE 

B.P. 105; RUHENGERJ 
RWANDA CENTRAL AFRICA 

August 22, 1976 

Dear Mr. Wald: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 25th 
which was kindly sent onto me by the LeOlkey Foundation. 
They have informed me of your very thoughtful gift of 
$50 and I appreciate your kindness in remembering my 
work in this manner. I think specifically this sum will 
make up for exactly ~50 I spent within the past 2 weeks 
in giving the Park Guards extra salaries for the exceptional 
work they have recently done in capturing poachers within 
the Park. During this time they brought me 4 poachers, 
3 of whom were known to have killed gorillas in the past. 
All 4 !DOachers are now in prison, which is justified, and · 1 
will not be released for a minimum of 6 months. At the I 
time my budget wasn't quite prepared for this unexpected 
burst of work on t~eir part, but I felt their deserved the 
extra salary and greatly thank you for contributing toward 
that specific cause and work aim. I 

Not to worry about my gorillas ever becoming "trained.,.. II / 
You see, they are not bribed in any way whatsoever so they 
basically remain just as before except now they allow the I 
observer to maintail! a proximity toward them which makes JI 
accurate observations possible. The extent to which they 
have come to trust fully in the observers they know and to. 
distinguish between them is quite remarkable I think. 
Their degree of perception is also amazing :iiru that they 

1 
.... 

won't allow str;mgers near them unless accompanied by either 
myself or one of my students. On the whole I would eay 
they were quite intelligent but I couldn't compare their 
intelligence with that of Zinjanthropus; I agree with you, 
it's too bad we could "know" more about him, at least as 
much as we now do about the gorillas. 

From what I am able to read about the discoveries on 
Mars, via Time magazine only, I too am very, very interested 
in what is being found. I'm sure 1t must be doubly 
exciting to keep up with the day by day discoveries and· also 
to watch them on television. Don't you agree. that we are 
very fortunate, in some ways, to live in an era that oan 
both investigate the details of the lives of the reclusiv~ 
mountain gorilla and, at the same time, analyze soil and 
rock samples on Marsl 

Again, my deepest thanks for your gift and your letter. 
It w•s very nice of you to share the view of your sunset 
as seen. from your window. 

With very best reg&rds, 

;,?J~~ 
Dr. Dian Fossey 
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ANNALS: March 
1st, 1872. Yellowstone 
becomes the USA's-and the 
world's-first national park. 
4th, 1931. The News 
Chronicle reports that, arriving 
"from no one knows where", 
millions of mice have invaded 
towns along the Nullarbor 
Plain stretch of the Trans 
Australian Railway. 
8th, 1823. Evolutionist and 
zoogeographer Alfred Russel 
Wallace is born in Usk, Wales. 

10th, 1934. The captain of 
the Cunard Line's "sober and 
respectable" Mauretania is 
reported by Reuters as having 
recently (and twice) sighted a 
four-humped, 60-foot sea 
monster off Nassau. 
14th, 1903. US President 
Theodore Roosevelt 
establishes the first of 390 
national wildlife refuges at 
Pelican Island-a haven for 
birds-on Florida's east coast. 
15th, 1850. An official at the 
Natural History Museum, 

London, is amazed to spot 
signs of life in an Egyptian 
desert snail that has been on 
display for nearly four years. In 
15 minutes, the reanimated 
gastropod is 
moving about, and tomorrow it 
will eat some cabbage. 
23rd, 1925. The state of 
Tennessee bans the teaching 
of the theory of evolution. 
26th, 1849. Cullercoats 
fishermen land a fine 
specimen of the seldom-seen 
ribbon fish, measuring 12 feet, 

3 inches. It is the first to be 
scientifically studied in the UK. 
29th, 1921. John Burroughs, 
the "sage of Slabsides", dies 
in Ohio. His contemplative 
prose style will turn American 
nature writing into a respected 
literary genre and will 
influence the way in which 
many later writers describe the 
environment. 
29th, 1983. The first 
California condor to hatch in 
captivity is born at San Diego 
Zoo in the USA. 
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Grey seal and transmitter. Tracking has never been so easy 

NATURE 
Satellite scrutinises 

seals' meals 

0 n 23 December 1985, a 
female grey seal spent the 
day at Donna Nook in 

Lincolnshire. On Christmas Eve 
she put to sea, and by 30 Decem 
ber had travelled to Scroby Sands 
off Great Yarmouth, 140 kilometres 
south-east of Donna Nook. She 
stayed there for almost three weeks, 
but by 1 7 January had moved west 
about 70km into the Wash. 
Who cares? Well, for one, the 

Sea Mammal Research Unit 
(SMRU) in Cambridge, because 
that little travelogue represents the 
first successful long-term tracking 
of a marine mammal out at sea. 
Fishermen should be interested 

too, because the SMRU will now 
be able to assess much more 
accurately the effects that grey 
seals have on fish stocks. 

Grey seals generally come ashore 
to whelp in October, returning to 
sea after mating in December. 
While they are out on land, they 
are relatively easy to study, and so 
a great deal is known about their 
breeding biology. 

But when they put to sea, they all 
but vanish from researchers, and it 
is during those invisible 10 months 
that they are feeding on fish. To 
assess their impact on fish stocks, 
researchers need to know where the 
fis~ go an? how often. Ordinary 
radio-tracking has been tried, but 
because the transmitters have a 
very limited range-only about 
20km-the seals have to be followed 

. . 1 and that is very g 
in an airp ane, gh has ;:: 
expensive. The breakthrou . to • 
been achieved by using a satellite i 
spot the seal. and '?! 
The satellite is called Argosd the ~ 

is run jointly by the French an ~ 
Americans. It picks up signalsal from c 

arth c cu- ~· transmitters on the e ' itter 
!ates the position of the .transm~n t~ 
and relays the information do 
the Argos centre in Toulo~se .. a 
For the seal, the tran~mitt~~~ut 

small package that weigh~· d a 
800 grams. Being so stream m~o~s 
seal's body has no constnc di 
around which to fasten a ra 1.° 

mitter is collar. Instead, the trans e hair 
glued with epoxy resm to. th ill fall 
on the animal's back, and it_wi feb 
off when the seal moults in 
ruary or March. . e very 
Tracking the seals will b 

important in the stru&?le _betw~~~ 
fisheries and conservattomsts. 

The lobster 
queuedrille 

dages . on the abdomen of the 
individual immediately ahead, and 
once a queue has formed, the 
follow-my-leader behaviour is main 
tained by physical contact. 
Leaders of each queue are con 

tinually replaced, and it has been 
suggested that queueing reduces 
drag caused by the water and that 
the .chain is a form of slipstreaming 
The shallow water covering the 

banks where spiny lobsters while 
away the summer months cools 
rapidly with the onset of autumn 
storms, and it seems that the pur 
pose of migration is to find winter 
quarters in deeper water where 
temperatures remain higher. (Pan 
ulirus becomes moribund in cold 
water.) 

When the first violent 
storms of autumn hit the 
shallow coastal waters 

of the western Atlantic and the 
Caribbean, a spectacular mass 
migration is set in motion. T~ou 
sands of spiny lobsters Panulirus 
argus form long, head to tad, 
single-file processions, and t~e off 
for deeper water. But what ts the 
purpose of these migratory queues, 
and how do the lobsters find their 
way? . 
A following lobster places its 

antennae and other head appen- 

How lobsters navigate is a more 
tricky problem. They are certainly 
able to orientate themselves head 
on into a prevailing wave surge or 
swell, which always approaches 
their shallow habitat from deeper 
~ate~, and they may be able to 
identify. currents which consistently 
move in only one direction. But 
Panulirus can also make use of 
another natural phenomenon-the 
earth's magnetic field. 
Kenneth J Lohmann of the 

University of Florida recently dis 
covered that Panulirus possesses 
magnetic material associated with 
its central nervous system. He then 
decided to test whether this gave the 
lobsters a built-in compass, by con 
ductmg a series of experiments in 

ted with which lobsters were presen n dif- 
a choice of tunnels aligned 0 ard 
ferent compass be~gs · By r~wonlY 
ing them for entenng tunne arth's 
when they lay along .the eefound 
north-south magnetic axis, h b rers 
he was able to condition the lo sften 
to enter such tunnels moghre ~ey 
than any others, alt~ou tween 
were unable to distinguish beted all 
north and south. He elimma . n 

. 1 ids t on·entatto ' other possib e at o 
· 1 cues such as visual or chernica 'ti~n 

By shifting the apparent posl his 
of the north-south axis m il 
laboratory with a magn~~ ~e 
system, he confirmed [ac 
earth' s magnetic field was the. ur 

· b haV!O . tor which caused this e their 
He found that lobsters altered 

"Pull out, Betty! Pull out! ... You've hit an artery!" 

Call of the 
free lunch 

. I were reliability, the three arum~ s 
0 
the 

eventually released back mt t of 
wild some l 15km north-wes 
the centre. th trio 
Within two days one of e d 

' f J]owe was back at the base, 0 the 
three days and five days later byther 
other two. So all three, to~e had 
with a fourth animal whic 

. ' beaches, arnved at the Navy s 
40km were flown to an island 2 d 

away and were again release · 
This time, only the two Jar;;; 

animals found their way back~g 
taking four and the other \ ave 
seven days. Both refused_t~ ;ind 
the area, driving the Quic tive 
trainers and their more coope!~nt 
subjects to distraction by pers~em. 
ly trying to steal fish from t ken 
Eventually, the two were a 
back into the captive pen~R bbie' 

Sam H Ridgway and C 0 bser 
Robison, who report these 0 l of 
vations in the Canadian Jouma 

life on the ocean wave 
apparently holds_ little appeal 
for two seal1ons which 

were _adopted from the wild by 
sc1e.ntis~ at a US Navy base in 
Califorrua. For the animals became 
so accustomed to the five-star treat 
men~ they received that they simply 
didn t want to leave. 
The human Participants in the 

Navy's 'Pr<?ject Quick Find' (which 
trains captive sealions to retrieve 
Objects from the ocean floor) took 
11.1 and nursed back to health three 
sick se~ons which turned up at dif 
ferent times on their beaches at San 
Diego's Naval Ocean Systems 
Centre. They attempted to train 
them for Quick Find, but, failing to 
meet the necessary requirement of 

CH 1986 BBC WIWLIFE MAR 



NATURE 
Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries for Scotland claimed in 
1977 that seals were eating 120,000 
tonnes of fish-mostly cod, had 
dock, salmon, plaice and so on 
that would otherwise be caught for 
human consumption. It was for that 
reason that culls were permitted. 
The SMRU has already estab 

lished that the bulk of the seals' diet 
is composed of sand eels-which, 
although caught for fish meal, are 
not eaten by people. By discover 
ing where the seals spend their time 
and relating that to fisheries data on 
the species available in different 
areas, it should be possible to 
assess the impact of seals on 
various fish stocks with much 
more certainty. 
Whether the results will please 

the fishermen or the conser 
vationists remains to be seen. 

JEREMY CHERFAS 

Long-eared bat Ptecctus 
auritus. It's rarely far from 
water. 

packed Scots and lodgepole pine. 
Here, too, bat activity was highest 
over a small fire pond, but the max 
imum number of bats observed 
together in a night was eight, and 
only orie species, the pipistrelle, 
was encountered. 

In a plantation of this sort, there 
were few suitable tree-roost sites. 
But there would be no gain what 
soever from siting bat-boxes in the 
closed canopy woodland itself, 
because no bats at all were recorded 
here, probably because pipistrelles 
are so unmanoeuvrable in flight. 
Overall, the implications of 

Neville's work are clear. In entomo 
logically poor sites, even small 
water bodies take on a dispropor 
tionate importance for bats, a 
management point which the Forestry 
Commission has already noted for 
other forest denizens. At the right 
site, bat-boxes can allow far more 
bats to benefit from . abundantly 
available insects, but the siting of 
the boxes is critical. To get it right, 
you need to be able to think like a 
bat, and with a bit of luck, 1986 
should see a healthy increase in the 
riumber of bat-minded people doing 
just that. . 

MICHAEL M SCOTT 
Bat-boxes can be obtained at 
£7.50 or £7 for a kit (inc. p&p) 
from the Fauna and Flora Preser 
vation Society (FFPS), 8-12 
Camden High Street, London 
NWJ OJH. FFPS will also pro 
vide you with a free bat-box leaflet 
(to obtain one separately, enclose 
a 6" X 9" sae) and the address of 
your local bat group. 
South-facing boxes, which should 

be erected where they will receive 
direct sun for part of the day, prefer 
ably all mo ming, will be used for 
spring and summer roosts. Those 
facing north will be used in autumn 
and winter. 
Boxes should be sited clear of 

crowding branches, and where 
adjacent trees provide some shelter. 
Height above the ground is less 
critical, although large, high-flying 
bats such as noctules will prefer 
roosts at least five metres above the 
ground, and long-eared bats and 
pipistrelles will use much lower 
boxes. 
One point to bear in mind is 

that a single box sited in a suburban 
garden is unlikely to benefit bats 
all that much. Bat groups are con 
centrating increasingly on provid 
ing numbers of boxes in the most 
suitable woodland sites. So why 
not ask them to put up your bat 
box at one of their chosen sites, or 
help sponsor a bat-box? 

sized lochs and an old tract of 
mixed birch woodland, he found an 
increase of insects from May to 
July. In May, with the emergence 
of mayflies, the insects were most 
abundant over the water; in June, 
they were commonest in the closed 
woodland; by July, insect abun 
dance was roughly equal in each of 
the three habitats. Yet in all three 
months, bat activity was highest 
over the water. Exactly why is still 
not clear. 

In an estate of farmland, con 
iferous and broadleaved (pre 
dominantly beech) woodland near 
Forres in Morayshire, he found far 
fewer insects present, especially 
over the oxygen-poor seepage loch 
in the estate. From that, he would 
have predicted lower bat activity, 
but to his surprise he found the bats 
were still most active over water, 
suggesting that they were actively 
seeking out such feeding sites; 
indeed, they were even more active 
than at Dinnet. There he had observ 
ed a maximum, at any cine time, of 
28 bats of three species (pipistrelle, 
long-eared and Daubenton's), but 
in the estate he observed peak 
numbers of more than 200 bats of 
four species. (The additional species 
was Natterer's-the first record of 
a breeding colony of this bat north 
of Stirling.) 

One obvious explanation for this 
higher activity was that there was 
an absence of suitable roost sites at 
Dinnet, while in the woodland 
estate, the trees had a diverse age 
structure and offered plenty of 
natural roosts. If this is the case, 
then the provision of bat-boxes at 
Dinnet might be expected to lead to 
an increase in the number of 
bats. 

His third site, in the Culbin 
Forest (also near Forres), was vir 
tually a monoculture of close- 

Like a bat 
over water 

- 
response accordingly, and now 
entered tunnels aligned along the 
new artificial north-south axis more 
often than others (Marine Behav 
iour and Physiology; vol.12, no.I). 
Whether or not spiny lobsters 

actually use this compass during 
their migrations remains to be 
discovered. Many organisms, from 
bacteria to dolphins, possess magnetic 
material, and some, like honeybees 
and homing pigeons, have high 
precision magnetic sensitivity. A 
magnetic compass in lobsters could 
at least provide a back-up to other 
means of orientation, or perhaps 
form part of a direction-finding 
system which incorporates more 
than one mechanism. 

JERRY LOCKETT 

N ow that we are in National Bat Year, we can expect 
to hear a great deal more 

about the need to promote these 
attractive mammals and to raise 
funds for their protection. But how 
should they best be protected? 
A great deal has been learnt in 

the last few years about the provision 
and siting of bat-boxes, and about 
the bats' requirements for hiber 
nation sites. But teasing out the 
details of how to manage a habitat 
for their benefit is much trickier. In 
particular, the precise feeding require 
ments of many species are still little 
understood. 
Paul Racey and his colleagues at 

Aberdeen University are now inves 
tigating the ecological require 
ments of bats (see BBC WILDLIFE, 
August 1985). Philip Neville, one 
member of the team, outlined some 
of the latest findings at a recent 
meeting of the British Ecological 
Society. 
Neville has been recording the 

activities of bats at three woodland 
sites in north-east Scotland, using 
ultrasonic bat detectors to find out 
how many bats were active and 
mist nets to identify the species. He 
used light traps and suction devices 
to capture insects and so gain some 
idea of what the bats were eating. 
He then compared bat activity in 
closed or open woodland and over 
water at each site. The mass of data 
is not yet fully analysed, but the 
results so far offer much interesting 
information. 
In his study sites in the Muir of 

Dinnet National Nature Reserve 
on Deeside, an area of open birch 
and heather with two medium- 

Zoology (vol.63, pp.2162~4), 
speculate that the two smaller 
animals were just too young to have 
developed the navigational capability 
and the stamina of the older, larger 
animals. The mysteries of sealion 
navigation have not yet been studied, 
and as yet, nobody has the slightest 
idea of how the 'homing' sealions 
might have performed their astonish 
ing feat; but Ridgway and Robison 
believe that the animals must 
simply have remembered where 
their old home was, for, having 
been transported from the centre by 
air, there was no trail or scent for 
them to follow back. 

Why the animals should actually 
want to come back to captivity 
probably has a lot to do with the 
reliable source of fish available to 
the Project Quick Find inmates 
something which, for these sealions 
at least, caused the call of the wild 
to fall on deaf ears. 
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Roos and shoes 

T he makers of items such as 
running shoes and artificial 
limbs are taking steps towards 

producing more efficient, energy 
saving products, thanks to the 
endeavours of some Australian 
scientists and their kangaroo 
subjects. 

Dr Russell Baudinette and his 
team at Flinders University, 
Adelaide, South Australia, have 
been measuring the rate of a 
kangaroo's oxygen consumption 
and have found that, when hop 
ping, the animal generates almost 
as much energy as it uses up. 
As the animal leaves the ground, 

some of its internal organs drop, 
acting like a piston and allowing air 
to rush into the chest cavity. When 
it thuds back to earth, the organs 
are pushed upwards, helping the 
lungs to expel air. 

What this means is that rather 
than using two sets of muscles 
one for respiration and one for 
locomotion-as humans do, the 
kangaroo has a very efficient arrange 
ment where motion itself generates 
ventilation. 

Red kangaroo. It may be taking giant steps for mankind. 

When you add to this the energy 
stored between hops in a kangaroo's 
spring-like arrangement of muscles 
and tendons, you have, says Dr 
Baudinette, "an animal using on a 
per mass basis a lot less oxygen and 
therefore a lot less energy than 
humans". And energy consump 
tion varies little with speed because, 
to go faster, the kangaroo simply 
increases the length of its hop. 

Scientists at the USA 's Harvard 
University experimented with the 
best available high-tech running 

shoes but achieved only about a 60 
per cent return of energy with each 
human stride, compared with 90 
per cent for a kangaroo's hop 
Dr .Baudinette's team has alr~ady 

been m contact with some manu 
facturers interested in the structure 
of kangaroo tendons and muscles 
who are hop!ng to come up with 
m~tenal~ which will simulate the 
ammals extraordinary spring 
capacity. 

(Australian Information 
Service, London.) 

Sentries and 
nectaries 

Along ago as 1877, Francis 
Darwin, the son of a famous 
father, wrote a note in the 

Botanical Journal of the Linnean 
Society on 'nectar glands on the 
common .brake fem' -or bracken, 
as we know it today. Yet, despite 
the importance ofbrackenPteridium 
aquilinum as a cosmopolitan weed, 
the function of these glands, seems 
to have been little investigated. 
In appearance, they closely 

resemble the extra-floral nectaries 
of certain flowering plants and, like 
the more familiar nectaries of many 
flowers, secrete drops of sweet 
fluid. They are situated in pairs 
where the side branches (or pinnae) 
of the fem meet the main stalk, and 
become progressively smaller as 
the frond develops. 

Observations by Professor John 
Lawton and Philip Heads of York 
University, and by Dr Chris Page 
of the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Edinburgh, have shown that bracken 
nectaries are active only as the 
bracken fronds are emerging in late 
spring and early summer, and they 
cease functioning later in the year. 
They have also shown that a 
variety of flies, beetles and ants 
visit them. But why should bracken 
invest so much energy in producing 

nectar just for the benefit of any 
passing invertebrate? 

The best known extra-floral nec 
taries are developed by various 
tropical ant plants, where the nectar is 
a reward to encourage certain 
species of ants to nest in hollow 
cavities within the plants. In return, 
these ants help to discourage plant 
eating invertebrates from attacking 
their host. It therefore seems likely 
that bracken nectaries serve either 
to attract ants as guards for the 
emerging fem (before its impressive 
battery of toxic chemical defences 
is fully functional) or to induce ants 
to nest in the vicinity and so deter 
harmful herbivores. 

But is such a relationship still 
active, or are the glands relics of a 
time when a more tender bracken 
fem needed protection from more 
voracious herbivores? 

Philip Heads of the University of 
York has been investigating. He 
chose an area for his studies where 
an especially aggressive species of 
wood ant, was present. He intro 
duced a variety of bracken her 
bivores to fronds of the fem and 
then greased the stems of some of 
them to stop ants climbing up. 

On the ungreased fronds, he saw 
ants removing all of the herbivore 
species except one-a sawfly 
iAneugmenus sp.) which exuded a 
distasteful, blood-like fluid when 
attacked. But on the greased fronds 
many more survived, strongly 

silgg.esting that the bracken was 
gammg protection from the ants. 

To confirm this, Heads next 
compared five sites in Yorkshire 
where the same wood ant t ith was pre- 
sen wt five similar sites where 
the ~twas absent. He recorded 16 
species of bracken herbivores (five 
mtemally and eleven externally) at 
each of these it H' si es· rs results 
show' on average, five or six dif 
ferent .species grazing on each 
frond, Irrespective of whether the 
ants were present or absent But 
where ants w~re_ in attendanc~, the 
number of mdividual b d tr ugs an 
~aw res present was considerably 
ower, The exception was the 
distasteful sawfly, which became 
more abundant where ants 
patrollin . were 
had g, presumably because it 
. fewer competitors and/ or because 
fit washreceiving some protection 
rom t e ants. 
Heads admits that a lot mor 

:~k still has to be done, but it cer~ 
y seems that contem 

bracke_n still has a lot to g:r~: 
attractmg predatory ants 

Evolution does not ·h 
stand still d th ' owever, 

. ' an e effect of the ants 
today _is masked by the defence 
strategies developed by th . 
herbivores Th e msect 1 . ese are, so to Speak 
a egacy of the past efficacy of the 
ant .~ardians, or what Heads 
beguilingly describes as "A gh 
of predation past". ost 

MICHAEL M SCOTT 
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How the zebra finch 
got its song 

A Michael Fox found to his 
cost when travelling Back 
to the Future, language, 

dress and other aspects of culture 
can change with remarkable speed. 
But rapid changes in culture 
which is based on learning rather 
than on genetic inheritance-are 
not restricted to the world of 
humans. . 

Leaming plays a crucial part m 
the development of most brrdsong. 
Just as there is a well-defined 
period after hatching when adult 
geese become imprinted on . tJ:e 
minds of naive goslings, so it is 
thought that there is a critical and 
inflexible period for many brrds 
during which the young learn their 
own tune. 
For instance, zebra finches 

Taeniopygia guttata-on~ of the 
earliest birds to sing for sc1ence 
have been considered to have ~ 
sensitive period between the ages? 
about 25 and 80 days when song is 
learnt-and once the birds hav_e 
learnt it, they cannot change thelf 
tune. th t 

But now it has been shown , a 
this concept of a 'sensitive phase is 
sometimes too rigid. Zebra finc~es 
do normally learn their song durmg 
the period between independen~ 
from their parents and sexu. 
maturity-from whatever source 1~ 
available-but ifno suitable mode 
is around the sensitive period can, 

' d hen in effect, be postponed. An w 
a suitable songster does become 
available, even a sexually matU:~ 
adult can quickly make up f?r 1 
deprived childhood. It is expenence 
(or lack of it), and not si'!1ply a~, 
which determines the tirnmg of. e 
sensitive phase for song learnmg 
(Animal Behaviour, vol. 33, PP 
1293-1300). a 
But learning what to sing can be 

bit of a hit-or-miss affair, and there 
is plenty of scope for innovauon 
and inaccuracy. 
The result is that local popula 

tions often develop their own diale~· 
In a study of the comparative ) 
simple calls of seabirds, pau 
James has found that six years w~s 
quite long enough to be able tho 
detect significant changes in e 
calls of a population of . M~ 
shearwaters and different island ' . th rs had shearwaters singing (if a 
~e . right word for shearwaters~ 
significantly different tunes (Journa 
of Zoology series A vol. 207). 

' ' that Which all goes to show ' 
even in birds members of the same 
species can 'soon find themselves 

wave- on completely different RL 
lengths. DAVID CV 

f 
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Before they met Dian Fossey, Rwanda's mountain gorillas 
knew their cousins from the genus Homo almost solely 

as killers and/or habitat destroyers. 
Now, 19 years later, she herself has been 

killed by a human. 
Ian Redmond, a longtime colleague of Dr Fossey and 
a leading character in her book 'Gorillas in the Mist', 
reflects on her life, her philosophy of conservation 
and the future of the 250 remaining great apes - 

the friends that she almost certainly saved from extinction. 



'' I 
t takes one bullet, one trap, one 
poacher to kill a duiker, a buffalo, 
a gorilla, an elephant-no 
number of cute cine films are 
going to stop the slaughter now 

going on. It takes one small, preferably five 
small patrols to cut traps, confiscate weapons, 
capture poachers, to preserve the animals 
remaining in the park." 
Dr Dian Fossey was an uncompromising 

individual. A tall and strikingly good-looking 
woman, she was not afraid of speaking her 
mind even when it was at odds with the accep 
ted ~isdom of the 'conservation establish 
ment'. The above quote is an extract from a 
letter she wrote to me in 1983, explaining her 
controversial views on conservation educa 
tion, and questioning my support for the 
Mountain Gorilla Project (MGP), which was 
funding such work in Rwanda. She considered 
it an unproved theory that vast sums of money 
spent on education would eventually result in 
people caring about the wildlife in their 
national parks (she had a point-poachers 
were not known to attend wildlife film shows ... ), 
and went on: "The plan is super, super fine, but 
it is putting the cart before the horse. The 
money spent on these ludicrous 'educational 
programmes' could so much better be spent 
putting poachers in prison." · 

With ideas such as these, and the courage to 
state her convictions publicly, it is hardly 
surprising that Dian frequentl_Y c_rossed ve:b'.11 
swords with other conservationists. But It IS 
easier to understand her viewpoint if you see 
her ideas from the perspective of her life's 
work-19 years spent studying and protect- 
ing gorillas. . . 
It was in the Virunga Volcanoes of Zaire, m 

a tree-fringed water meadow called Kabara, 
that Dian Fossey began her field-work in 
January 1967. She planned to build on the 
famous work of George Schaller, who, from 
his studies in the same area, had brought forth 
in 196 3 the scientific work The Mountain 
Gorilla: Ecology and Behaviour and, two 
years later, the more popular The Year of 
the Gorilla. 
Dian's plans came to an abrupt end only six 

and a half months later, during the political 
turmoil that followed Zaire's independence. 
Despite a promising start with the gorillas, she 
had to retreat to Nairobi, Kenya, to confer 
with her mentor the late Dr Louis Leakey. 
They decided she should try the Rwandan 
section of the Virungas, and by September 
1967 Dian had made a second start. 
On the map, the border between Rwanda 

and Zaire runs across the summits of Mount 
Karisirnbi and Mount Visoke. Dian made her 
second camp about a kilometre from this 
imaginary line, at 3,000m, in the saddle between 
the two volcanoes. The site she chose has an 
almost mystical beauty-a series of grassy 
glades divided by a crystal-clear stream, and 
surrounded by yellow-flowered Hypericum 
trees draped with pale green streamers of' old 
man's beard' lichens. As the project developed, 
her tent was replaced by a green corrugated 
iron cabin, lined with grass matting in a vain 

attempt to keep out the night-time cold. Dian 
named it the Karisoke Research Centre, and 
gradually, over the years, more cabins were 
built as students, scientists and film crews 
joined her for varying periods. It is from this 
somewhat ramshackle collection of tin huts 
that most of our know ledge of gorilla behaviour 
and society has emerged. 
All previous gorilla studies had been made 

at a distance, for at close quarters gorillas are 
afraid of humans (and vice versa). Dian's 
greatest breakthrough came with her under 
standing of gorilla etiquette: by imitating their 
feeding and contentment vocalisations, groom 
ing herself, and keeping a low profile (while 
ignoring any bluff charges from the group 
leader), she came to be accepted by the gorillas 
as a harmless presence and, later, almost as an 
honorary group member. 
Once relaxed, the study groups revealed 

many aspects of their daily behaviour that had 
eluded earlier observers. The most fascinating 
results, however, came in the long term, as the 
life histories of individual gorillas unfolded. 
But this kind of study calls for years of field 
work, and so apart from occasional lecture 
tours, the writing of her PhD thesis at Cam 
bridge and a three-year spell as associate pro 
fessor at Cornell University, Dian spent all her 
time living and working at Karisoke. Such 
dedication would be rare in a career academic. 

D ian had an unlikely background-she was an occupational therapist in a 
children's hospital in Louisville 

Kentucky-and although she loved childre~ 
and animals, she was somewhat reserved and 
shy in human company. Perhaps that helped 
her to cope ~ith .the solitude. In reply to my 
first letter askmg If I could help with her work 
she re~lied that the few students who had stood 
the ~~htude,. bad weather, fatigue, paperwork, 
etc, loved It because of the gift of being with 
the gorillas. As far as I am concerned the 
gorillas are the reward, and one could never 
ask for more than their trust and confidence 
after each working day." 
I ?nly really understood the meaning of that 

sentiment when I first went with Dian to Group 
4, whom she had not seen for some months 
When we found them, they approached us and 
filed past, each one pausing briefly to look in 
my face and then peer for several seconds · t 
D. ' Th mo Ian s eyes. e last trio of immature fernal 
crowded round Dian (th~y were all you~: 
enough to have been seemg her since th . 

li d ) . err ear ~est_ ays , looking closely at her face as if 
remmdmg themselves of her-features 
That kind of close_ encounter bec~me the 

norm for anyone working for any length off 
wi_th the habituated study groups. But w~~ 
Dian first mo~ed to Karisoke, the gorillas were 
much more difficult to study than those in th 
relatively undisturbed area around Kab e 
The ~wandan Pare National des Volcans ~=~ 
suffenng from, as Dian put it "wall-to- 11 ttl " d rf . , wa ca e ~ a su ert of poachers. The latter 
hunt~d qmt~ openly for antelope and buffalo on 
a daily basis to sell the meat and skins d 
occasionally went after the few remai:UU~t> 
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Right (main photo): Dian indulges in a 
little 'self-grooming' to assure her 
audience that she is merely a small, 
hairless gorilla Such pretence won her 
acceptance among the gorillas and 
allowed her to make the first-ever 
studies of their natural behaviour . , 
Above: Thanks to Dian's 'habituating 
process, this young female-Puc~-was 
quite relaxed in the photographers 
presence. Below: The eastern Virunga 
Volcanoes-Sabinyo, Gahinga and 
Muhavura. Below (centre): Camp 
vtsoko, photographed in the early. 
1970s. Dian later named it the Karisoke 
Research Centre, after the two . 
volcanoes-Karisimbi and Visoke-in 
whose shelter it lies. 



Below (right): This poacher, Hategeka, photographed by 
Dian Fossey last November after being caught literally red 
handed skinning a bushbuck, is a chief suspect in the 
murder investigation. Dian took his 'sumu pouch' (a 
safeguard against accidents and enemies) so that he would 

not dare to enter the forest again. Dian's killer searched her 
cabin thoroughly but ignored cash and valuables. Though 
Hategeka is now in prison for the poaching offence, it would 
not be too difficult for an inmate to hire someone to recover 
something for him. 
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elephants for ivory. Gorilla hunting was rare, 
but silverbacks (mature males) were some 
times killed for sumu-which means poison 
but also applies to voodoo-style potions and 
charms. 
Although her first aim was to study the 

gorillas, Dian could not ignore the obvious 
threats to their survival. With characteristic 
determination she set about driving the cattle 
herders from the park (this took about four 
years to achieve) and stopping the poaching (a 
more difficult task which is still unfinished and 
almost certainly resulted in her murder). 

Simply by being in a national park, the 
poachers, herders, woodcutters and other 
encroachers were breaking the law, but Dian 
had no authority to act against them-only the 
absolute conviction that she was right. In this 
sense, one could say that Dian Fossey was to 
gorillas what Greenpeace is to whales 
someone who is prepared to sidestep the 
diplomatic niceties and interminable discus 
sions in order to take direct action. Tales of 
'Fossey and her band of vigilantes ignoring 
Rwandan law in the mountains' are gross 
exaggerations, but it is true that thanks to her 
efforts, and those of her co-workers, both black 
and white, the poachers gradually learnt that 
any traps set in the study area would be cut and 
that anyone hunting there would be chased, 
would have his spears, arrows and other gear 
confiscated, and, if captured, would be 
delivered to the park authorities to be tried and 
possibly imprisoned. 
This has had the effect of creating a haven 

for wildlife. Take a walk in almost any other 
part of the Virungas and you will be lucky to 
see even antelope hoofprints. But around 
Karisoke, the bushbuck and duiker numbers 
have recovered, and the animals hardly react 
to passing humans. Of course, poachers are 
aware of this, and some will even try to sneak 
into the camp to take a pot-shot at the virtually 
tame antelope. 
Another consequence of improved protec 

tion was that the main gorilla study groups 
began to venture off the slopes of Visoke and 
extend their ranges into the saddle, sometimes 
exploring far from the safety of Karisoke. At 
such times we seemed to spend more hours 
destroying traplines than studying gorillas, but 
in general, the main thrust of the work was to 
study the many facets of the apes' behaviour. 
All that changed on 31December,1977-a 

crucial date in the history of gorilla conserva 
tion. The Group 4 gorillas were far from 
Karisoke, near the Zaire border, when they ran 
into poachers. Digit, a young silverback, held 
them off while the rest of the group fled, but he 
paid the price and became the first of our study 
animals to be killed by poachers. In the year 
that I had known him I felt we had developed a 
mutual friendship, and he would sometimes 
come over and sit next to me-his choice. And 
now I was the one who found his body. He had 
been dead for two days, and his killers had hacked 
off his head and hands to sell to souvenir 
hunters. 
I set off to look for Dian, not wanting her to 

find him as I had. She had watched him grow 
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snare. Below: The gorilla graveyard 
Oran was buried next to Digit's 
grave About 60 people trekked through 
the forest to attend her funeral 



from a bouncing bundle of playful black fur into 
a strapping young silverback. She later wrote: 
"From that moment on, I came to live within 
an insulated part of myself." The poachers had 
not been looking for gorillas, but were setting 
wire snares for antelope. Perhaps Digit's was 
just an opportunist killing. We buried his 
mutilated corpse-the first of many poacher's 
victims-close to Dian's cabin. It is a tragic 
irony that, eight years later to the day, Dian 
Fossey was buried next to Digit's grave. 

D igit did not die in vain. His face had been seen on films, television pro 
grammes and tourist posters the 

world over, and his death showed the world's 
conservationists that the situation in the 
Virungas was critical. Such h~been the 
activity in the eight years between Digit's 
death and Dian's murder that, assuming the 
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The Virunga Volcanoes are among the 
last haunts of the mountain gorilla. 
Conservation is difficult as the range is 
shared between three countries. 

work continues in both Rwanda and Zaire, the 
mountain gorilla does have a future. Money 
and expertise has poured into Rwanda from 
various sources, and the same has begun to 
happen in Eastern Zaire. Uganda, as soon as it 
sorts out its internal politics, should follow suit. 
In Rwanda, people from the president down, 
have become aware of the importance of their 
shaggy neighbours in the mountains. 

Several events have brought about this 
change in the gorillas' fortunes. A few days 
after Digit's death, Sir David Attenborough 
and a BBC film crew arrived at Karisoke to 
film a sequence for the series Life on Earth. 
That film not only did more than any other to 
demolish the gorilla's 'monster' image, but it 
also played a key role in the success of sub 
sequent fund-raising campaigns especially 
when some of its gorilla stars were killed by 
poachers (see cover caption). 

On his return to England early in 1978, Sir 

David told the Fauna and Flora Preservation 
Society (FFPS) of events in Rwanda, and a 
Mountain Gorilla Fund was immediately 
launched. The World Wildlife Fund, the 
People's Trust for Endangered Species and the 
US-pased African Wildlife Foundation (A WF) 
soon joined FFPS in a consortium to work with 
the Rwandan authorities. They had three aims: 
to improve the park guard force, to establish a 
system of tourism to make the park financially 
viable, and to set up conservation education in 
Rwanda. It was the money spent on the second 
and third aims, at the expense of the first, that 
Dian was so critical of. 

Dian began her own fund-raising drive in the 
US in 1978. The Digit Fund, as it is known, 
was originally handled by A WF, but when 
their ideas parted company with Dian's, she 
formed a Board of Trustees to administer it in 
the US, and decided to step up her own anti 
poacher patrols out of Karisoke. The emphasis 
of Dian's work had changed-academic work 
had been shelved (except for the minimum 
necessary to maintain long-term records), and 
her remaining years at Karisoke were dedicated 
to what she referred to as' active conservation', 
though her ill health meant that she was mainly 
organising patrols rather than leading them. 
The results speak for themselves. In 1984, 

Digit Fund patrols cut2,264 traps in 347 days; 
18 animals were released from traps; seven 
poachers were caught and imprisoned; and 
none of the 76 gorillas monitored from 
Karisoke were harmed by poachers. By the 
end of October 1985, 5.5 per cent more time 
had been spent on patrols, but 75 per cent 
fewer traps had been cut down than during the 
same time the previous year. Poachers were still 
in the park (and occasionally being caught), 
but they were hunting with bows, not traps-a 
much more difficult technique, and one which 
meant that gorillas would not be falling victim 
to indiscriminate snares. 
In the months before she died, Dian had 

been funding a Rwandan zoology graduate 
studying insects in the park, and had received 
praise from several officials and a glowing 
tribute in Rwanda's only newspaper. The 
government had just, for the first time, given 
her a two-year resident's visa. It seemed that 
she had at last gained official acceptance. 
Dian was murdered in her bedroom at 

Karisoke around midnight on the 26/27 
December 1985. Her killers have yet to be 
apprehended, but the Rwandan authorities 
have made assurances that her research and 
conservation work will be allowed to continue. 
They now acknowledge, perhaps a little late, 
that if Dian Fossey had never been there, the 
gorillas in the mountains would probably be 
but a memory. D 
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Ian Redmond became a close friend of Dian 
Fossey when he worked as her research 
assistant from 1976to1978. In 1980 he did con 
servation work for the Mountain Gorilla Pro 
ject and in 1981 he took part in a census of the 
Virunga gorillas. As a result of Dr Fossey's 
death, he has been made a trustee of the Digit 
Fund to ensure that her work continues. 
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NEW MOON 
A monthly nature almanac compiled by 
Miehae1 Clark of the M~1?'1tnal Sociefy, 
Trevor James of the Br1tuh Naturalists' 

MAReH 

e March is traditionally the 
month when the last 'tidying up' 
tasks in the countryside are carried 
out before the new growing season 
gets under way. This annual 
round of hedge-trimming, ditch 
clearing and cutting of coppices is 
very important for wild plants. 

e The wood anemone, which 
favours the old coppices of southern 
England, is one of the earliest 
flowers of the year and will 

, appear towards the end of the 
month. 
When coppicing for firewood 

was widely practised, many 
woods were carpeted with these 
anemones, but in today's over 
grown coppices they are often 
scattered and thin on the ground. 
Happiiy, the past few years have 
seen a resurgence in the art of 
coppicing-partly for conserva 
tion and partly, once again, to pro 
duce firewood for the increasingly 
popular wood-burning stoves= 
and the gaps created allow extra 
light through to the ground flora. 
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• In the boggy patches by a 
river, keep an eye open for the 
large bulbous flowerheads of 
butterbur Petasites hybridus. 
These come up long before the 
enormous leaves, looking like 
s.ome odd, dull-yellow fungus 
tinged with purple. The head 
eventually opens into a spike of 
densely packed clusters of flowers 
above dull-coloured bracts. Male 
and female flowers are on separate 
plants, and for some reason it is 

~II"..,_ usually just the male plant that is 
~ found, except in some northern 

counties. Butterbur spreads 
vegetatively and doesn't need to 
produce seeds. 

coppice harvested 
at intervals of from 
four to 60 years 

• Look out in old heathy woods 
for the peculiar plant known as 
butcher's broom. Its pretty white 
star-shaped flowers appear to 
grow straight from the midrib of 
oval, thick and very leathery 
leaves. In fact, these leaves are 
actually flattened stem branches 
each of which ends in a sharp 
spine. Butcher's broom is a member 
of the lily family, and can usually 
be found either in old woods or on 
ancient tree-covered grazing 
commons such as the New Forest. 
It has also been widely planted 
making the study of its native 
distribution rather difficult. 

• The hellebores are another 
early-flowering group of plants. 
The green hellebore Helleborns 
viridis is in evidence now in 
copses and dampish woods 
especially on chalky soils in the 
south of England. Its leaves are 
large, deeply divided, and have 
saw-toothed edges, while the 
inconspicuous flowers are green 
and bell-shaped, with no petals. 

The plant is native in many 
places, but often turns up in odd 
comers such as the remains of old 
gardens or a long-vanished 
arch~eological site, suggesting 
that it has been introduced. · 

• Now is the time to be planning 
your Y~ar' s 'botanising', working 
o~t which local areas to visit at 
?ifferent times of year, and choos. 
mg field trips to see new habitats 
and different plants. Find out if 
your casual observations could 
be put to good use in local or 
national s~rveys: for example, 
the . Botanical Society of the 
British Isles ( c/ o Department of 
Botany, Natural History Museum 
Cromwell Road, London sw7 
5BD) has been running a church 
yard recording scheme for some 
years, and the county recorders 
may be pleased to hear from 
someone wh? could help in their 
area .. For a !is~ of courses run by 
th~ F 1eld Studies Council ( F SC) 
write to: FSC, Preston Montford' 1f::~°J/ Bn"dge, Shrewsbw; w. 

• R~bbit populations may be 
suffenng a second bout of 

t • myx<>- ma osis now followm· g . ak ' a wmter 
pe (although the disease can 
appear at any time of year) A 
recent issue of the M . Soc· , . ammal 
. iety SJOuma!Mamma/Review 
is devoted to the sad but f . · ascmat- 
mg ecological aspects of the 

decline of rabbits since the virus ~ 
first arrived in 1954. Its effects on ~ 
vegetation and predators make • 
very interesting reading. But 3:' ~ 
far as farming is concerned, it J 
was estimated in the 1950s that 3'. 
the disappearance of rabbits s~v~ ~ 
some£50 million per year in Bntam 
alone. 

• Lambing is well under way, 
and although most ewes can cope 
on their own there will be a lot of 
bleary-eyed 'shepherds about. 

Z6~t. 
) LOtr.Mar-c.h • M~re•' 

~ 
• March weather can be as 
harsh as February can be mild: 
Gilbert White recorded fo~rc~, 
cutting winds and snow storms II1 
1762 and 1786· but generally, 
this is the month when milder 
conditions bring insects and 
animals to life. 

• Bees are starting to gather 
pollen for their new broods: loo~ 
for the yellow sacs on the legs 0 
incoming workers as they land at 
the hive entrances-this is a sure 
sign that the queen is alive and 
well and is laying eggs. 
The ·mining bee Andrena 

albicans usually appears very 
· one early in the season, laymg d · ate egg in a tunnel she has excav d 

and stocked with nectar an 
pollen. A homeless P31:'3sitic ~ 
Nomanda bitid (sometimeS call V"" , wn 
the cuckoo bee) may lay her 0 ' Ber egg in one of these cells .. 
young will hatch more quicklY 
than the host egg, taking advantage 
of the pantry of food at the 
expense of its cell-mate. 

• Hibernating mammals such as 
bats dormice and hedgehogs ' . will be waking up now. 

• If you are going to treat your 
loft for woodworm (the beetles 
are becoming active now), yo~ 
must use harmless chemicals 
you think any bats are roosung 
there. A new Nature Cons;r- 

. d 1or 
vancy Council (NCC) gtu e 
surveyors, entitled Bats in Ro0!{' 
is available free from Dept. F ' 
NCC, Northminster House, Pete~~ 
borough PEI 1 UA. Oddly, i~ 
does not mention the pyrethr0th 
based chemicals which are e 

' Cd es safest for bats, but the NC 0 ts 
provide separate lists of produc If 
for professional and do-it-yourse 
use, along with details of sup 
pliers. 
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sun rises 6·47 March l~ 
:.:/P'\:,~. 6·39 BST March31~ 

• Ice-houses, which provide 
winter shelter for many bat species, 

· are the subject of a book which is 
now in preparation. The author 
already has details of some 2,500 
sites, but there is still time to con 
tribute to the gazetteer if you 
know of an ice- house which may 
have been overlooked. Write to 
Sylvia Beamon at 16 Honeyway, 
Royston, Hertfordshire. 

• Gwent Bat Group has dev 
eloped the design of the standard 
bat-box: details are available 
from John Hines, Tanglewood 
Cottage, Gwehl.og, Usk, Gwent 
NPS JRB. 

• Free-range hens are laying well 
now because, unlike their relatives 
in controlled indoor conditions, 
they follow the yearly seasons. 
New research is showing that the 
natural way of keeping hens can 
be as economically viable as the 
intensive methods; and more and 
more people are starting to apprec 
iate the difference between eggs 
produced by battery hens and those 
laid by birds with access to insect 
food, grass, fresh air and exercise. 

• The first migrants will be 
arriving this month. Chiffchaffs 
will have been seen in most areas 
ofEngland by about the 28th, but 
the 'first' blackcaps are more 
likely to be birds which have 
overwintered in this country. 

• In the past, sand martins 
were one of the first species to 
return from south of the Sahara, 
but the population in Britain is 
now so low that the birds may not 
be seen.at all in areas where they 
don't breed. The earliest trans 
Saharan migrant is now more 
likely to be the wheatear. 

• It looks as if it will be another 
good spring for siskins in our 
gardens. The large numbers 
recorded late last summer were, 
it seems, an indication of early 
and productive broods in the 
British (mainly Scottish) popula 
tion last spring. There were good 
numbers about at the tum of the 
year, with reports of birds visiting 
gardens in December. The end of 
March could see favoured areas 
alive with these attractive birds. 

• Migration isn't necessarily a 
long-distance phenomenon. Many 
wrens, which will have spent the 
winter in the comparative warmth 
and shelter of inland reedbeds, 
are now migrating short distances 
to their nesting sites, which may 
have offered no suitable winter 
retreats. In some woods in the 

Chilterns, for example, the wren 
may be the commonest bird in 
summer but may scarcely be seen 
in winter. 

Some ducks may also be on 
the move; for example, mallard 
often nest near woodland ponds 
away from their winter haunts. 
Goosanders will have travelled 
from the inland reservoirs on 
which they spent the winter to 
mountain rivers in the north of 
Britain, and, increasingly, in 
Wales, where-they will breed in 
holes in trees. The birds can 
sometimes be attracted to special 
nestboxes. · 

• The huge pre-breeding passage 
of waders is now reaching its 
peak. Up until now, only the 
British and mid-European popu 
lations of species such as oyster 
catchers, lapwings and redshanks 
will have reached their breeding 
areas. But the northern popula 
tions will soon be on the move, 
and the High Arctic waders will 
still be passing through at the end 
of May, when our lapwings will 
already have fledged their young. 

• The first nests of blackbird, 
robin, song thrush and dunnock 
may now be underway in our 
gardens. This is when evergreens, 
particularly climbers such as ivy, 
come into their own by providing 
cover to conceal the early nests 
from predators. 

It is possible to protect a nest 
built in an exposed spot by 
surrounding it with wire netting of 
an appropriate mesh size. This 
will allow the nesting bird in and 
out, but will be too small for a cat, 
magpie or carrion crow to get 

through. Ideally, the outer layer 
should be far enough away from 
the nest to prevent predators from 
disturbing the family. 

• More and more detailed studies 
with marked individuals are show 
ing that, for some birds, the pair 
bond lasts only during the raising 
of a single brood, and that even a 
female's second clutch in the 
same season and in the same 
territory may have a different 
father. 

• Great crested grebes will 
now be performing their remark 
able 'weed dance' display on 
large reservoirs and lakes. This 
can take place at any time of day, 
but is most often seen in the early 
morning. The birds end up face fo 
face, rising vertically out of the 
water. By the end of the month, 
most grebe pairs will have aban 
doned this activity and will have 
produced eggs. 

• The Young Ornithologists' 
Club Migration Phone-in starts 
on 18 March. Anyone can ring in 
with details of sightings of summer 
visitors: telephone YOC head 
quarters on 0767 80551 for your 
nearest Phone-in number. The 
lines are open on Tuesday even 
ings between 5.30pm and 7piµ 
until 13 May. 

• Spring is definitely in the air 
this month, bringing with it a 
flurry of nest-building and egg 
laying. Keep your birdtable 
topped up for the next few weeks, 
but block the entrance to any 
nearby nestbox, or the potential 
residents will exhaust themselves 

~ defending their territory against 
the hordes of feeders. 

noon, and close your eyes-you 
will quickly pick up the individual 
songs of male birds. If you can 
hear two similar songs in 'stereo' 
competition, then you have two 
pairs of nesting birds whose 
territories meet in your garden. 

e The earliest of the spring 
flowers come out this month, and 
it is well worth keeping an eye on 
your grape hyacinth, winter aconite 
and hellebores. These are all very 
important sources of nectar and 
pollen, and can be real lifesavers 
for the early bees or butterflies 
that emerge into the March 
sunshine. 
The brimstone is often one of 

the first butterflies to appear, 
after spending the cold winter 
months hanging lifeless and 
invisible among the dead brown 
ivy leaves. When March comes, 
it spreads its sulphur-yellow wings 
and glides off in search of nectar, 
a mate and, eventually, its larval 
food plant, alder buckthorn. 
This is a woodland shrub which is 
quite rare in the wild. I love 
brimstones, and so I have planted 
a couple of buckthoms in my 
garden and hope that this year the 
butterflies will lay their eggs on 
the leaves. 

• I am expecting masses of 

generation of last year's tadpoles 
should be returning in force. If 
you are lucky enough to have a 
heavy crop of tadpole 'tapioca' 
this year, why not give a dollop or 
two to your neighbours? But rest 
assured that, however many 
thousands of taddies you start off ~ 
with, Nature will quickly restore 
the balance, with everything from ~ 
diving beetles to blackbirds 
gobbling up the bonanza of 
wriggly, black mouthfuls. 

Suburban gardens and their 
wildlife are featured in Shelter- 



Where might you spot a Little Auk? 
It may seem unlikely, but 

the countryside around many 
of our power stations is rich 
in flora and fauna. 

from a salmon hatchery 
in Wales, to badger sets in 
Worcestershire. 

Many of these unique 
nature reserves are open, by 
arrangement, for visitors to 
en1oy. 

Phone 01-200 0 200, or 
fill in the coupon below. 

We'll send you a com- 

plete list of places where you 
can sample the wilder side of 
the electricity industry. 

The Little Auk? Sightings 
have been recorded at Thorpe 
Marsh Power Station nature 
reserve. 
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Whenever the director of 
'Seal Morning' ended a 
take with the words 'good 
for the seal', he further 
confirmed the actor's 

dictum on the desirability 
of working with children 
and/ or animals. But 

despite the firm position 
upstage of Blue, Baby 

and Take-One-Alice, the 
show went on, and when 

it was over 
the three stars swam off 

into the sunset. 
Jo Stewart-Smith 

saw it all. 

SE 
STARS 

• 
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0 
hauled out on the sandbanks-provides the 

~ catalyst for the human relationships. For Seal 
~ Morning is essentially a story about lonely 

people who, through a shared love of wildlife, 
gradually come to find and trust other 
people. 
The director David Cobham, himself a keen 

naturalist and responsible for the film Tarka 
the Otter, is fascinated by the rapport that can 
develop between animals and humans. Set in 
the thirties, Seal Morning, which is based on a 
book by Rowena Farre, tells the story of a 
young city girl, Rowena, who loses both 
parents in a car crash and is thrust into the 
strange and bleak Norfolk countryside. It 
opens as Rowena, played by Holly Aird, 
arrives to live with an aunt she has never met. 
Aunt Miriam, played by Jane Lapotaire, is 
very poor and lives in an isolated cottage out on 
the marsh. She is unwelcoming and hostile and 
has no friends other than the creatures around 
her. Rowena has never had any dealings with 
animals. She is terrified of Miriam's pet rat 
Rodney, and of the world outside-the open 
marshes, pitfalled with black bogs. 
One day Rodney destroys the only picture 

that Rowena has of herself with her parents. In 
a tantrum, she runs out of the cottage towards 
the salt-marsh and the sea. As she explores a 

wreck on the beach, the sea creeps in and traps 
her. She is rescued by a passing fisherman 
They hear a gunshot, and then find a helpless 
baby seal. Rowena, an orphan herself cannot 
leave it to die. ' 
Aunt Miriam and Rowena gradually find a 

common. bond as they struggle to rear the baby 
seal, which they call Lora. Over the next five 

'···Seal Morning is 
essentially a story about 

lonely people who, through 
a shared love of wildlife 
gradually come to find' 
and trust other people.' 

episodes,. Lora becomes the vehicle for the 
mtroduct10~ of the other characters. Jack Carr 
plays the wildfowler who shot Lora's mother. 
David Birney plays the Canadian scientist who 
arnves to study the brent geese a d L' Godd d I · , , n rza ar Pays his fiancee-for Seal Mo . 
is also a love story. rnmg 
Lora, at her first appearance, is a true bab 

orphan. For the rest of the film she is actuallv 
played by the three seals, Alice, Baby and 

Blue. All come from Natureland, an animal 
sanctuary in Skegness run by John Yeadon: 
Soon after John opened Natureland, in 

1965, people started to bring in seal pups 
which they found abandoned during the breed 
ing season. But in those days it was thought to 
be impossible to rear baby seals, and the standard 
practice was to 'put them out of their misery'. 
John and his wife Margaret felt they had to 
have a go at saving them. They travelled 
widely to discuss seal-rearing with other 
establishements, but found little success. 
Abandoned pups are weak and dehydrated, 
and milk or even emulsified fish seems to 
exacerbate their condition. After much heart 
ache. the Yeadons discovered that they could 
persuade tiny pups to take small sprats. Now 
John has perfected the rearing technique, and 
providing the pup weighs more than 17 
pounds, he has a fighting chance of success. To 
date, he has reared more than ! 50 orphan 
seals, and his techniques are now used in other 
sanctuaries. Once the seals are fit and have 
sufficient fat reserves, they are returned to 
the sea. 

Until this time, the seals recuperate at 
Natureland under the adoring gaze of school 
parties and tourists. The daily routine is made 
more interesting by what John calls 'occu- 

- 
Wild common seals hauled out at low 
tide on the sandbanks at Blake~t 

Norfolk Preceding page: Ro~ 
(Holly Aird) and Lora (played in this scene 
by an orphaned pup from Skegness). 
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pational therapy', which owes its origins to the 
behaviour of an orphan seal called Fred ... 
In the wild, seals make a loud noise by bang 

ing one flipper against the ground which is 
thought to be a territorial signal warning other 
seals to stay away. At Natureland, the motiva 
tion for this behaviour changes, and the seals 
'flipper' when they want attention. 
Fred, for better effect, flippered the boots of 

anyone who came to feed him. John used his 
knowledge of seal behaviour to develop this 
into a routine, which, with other seals, has 
become an amazing performance. There are 
no 'good-doggy, chocs' for seals; they are fed 
only fish. The entire routine is built up from 
two natural behaviour movements: flippering 
and pushing with the nose. John's experience 
allows him to anticipate the seals' behaviour 
and interject the right words into the dialogue; 
or in the case of the film, signal to the 
director. 

It was decided that Alice, Baby and Blue 
should share the role of Lora because, as a 
threesome, they were less likely to become 
attached to their guardians. Another good 
reason for working with three seals emerged 
later-they had different characters. Blue, for 
instance, had no inclination to haul herself up a 
ramp and into a wheelbarrow, as required by 

the script, whereas Alice and Baby had no 
qualms about wheelbarrows, indeed, they used 
one in their enclosure to see over the fence and 
watch the world go by. Blue, however, became 
expert at bouncing a ball over the water in her 
pool and in the sea creeks. Alice preferred to 
stick her head under the water and explore the 
lugworm casts on the bottom-until she got her 
first nip on the nose from a crab. 
Looking after the seals was a full-time job for 

Richard, John Yeadon's son, and Cheryl 
Bailey, especially in the early days, when they 
had to be fed and dosed with vitamins eight 
times a day. The film crew liaised closely with 
Natureland: the designer to make sure that the 
doors and stairs in Aunt Miriam's cottage were 
suitable for seals; the props team to find a tam 
bourine that could stand the wear of a seal's 
claws or make a fishermen's float which would 
not shatter against rocks; the scriptwriter, 
Rosemary Anne Sisson, to make sure that the 
trio's own mannerisms were included and they 
weren't asked to do anything they couldn't 
which is why Lora does not, for example, play 
a mouth organ, as she does in the book. 
While the seals were growing up in Skegness, 

an identical enclosure was built for them in 
Norfolk, so that they would feel at home when 
filming began. For economic reasons, the film- 

ing of the main scenes was kept to one summer 
and one winter visit. But the wildlife was filmed 
by specialist cameraman Mike Potts through 
out the seasons, allowing the final picture to 
unfold over two years. 

Mike worked alone, relying on the advice of 
local naturalists to find the best sites for film 
ing. His quest took him from Holme Nature 
Reserve, where he filmed fieldfares gorging on 
the bright orange berries of sea buckthom, 
along to Cley, a regular haunt of a heron with a 
predilection for eels from the dykes. In the winter, 
he spent many freezing hours cramped in a 
hide of reed screens and straw bales to film the 
brent geese, wigeon and curlew feeding on the 
wet meadows. In the summer he stayed out on 
Blakeney Point so he could be up at dawn to 
take the boat round to the sandbanks to film the 
sun rising over the sleeping seal colony. 

T he challenge in a film about wildlife and 
humans is to be able to show some of 
the animals in relation to the actors. 

Thus, Holly Aird came to Norfolk early, to 
learn how to feed the seals, hand over the mail 
to them, or throw them the ball. The seals were 
also introduced to the cottage, Miriam's garden, 
the dunes, the creeks and the beach where the 
story was set. t> 
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They seemed to settle very easily into a daily 
film routine. Their start was more leisurely 
than most. Every member of the crew had to be 
on the location all day, ready in case they were 

d d but the seals could swim or bask m nee e , C 
their enclosure until they were called by B 
di And if called early, they would let the ra 10. f h . w know by flippering the side o t err carry cre . it . boxes in frustration at havmg to wai . 

mgBefore each scene, John or Richard watched 
rehearsals in order to understand exactly what 
was expected of the seal and make suggestJo~s. 
A wonderful dummy was made from sacking 
to give the actors a reference point, so that the 
seals only needed to be on set (a minute's walk 
from their enclosure) when they were actu~lly 
in front of the camera. When they were bemg 
filmed, John, Richard and Cheryl (always with 
a bucket of fish) hovered ready just out of 
picture. 
The crew gradually learnt to identify the 

seals not by their looks but by their different 
characters. It was incredible to watch them at 
work. If they had to repeat a take, they often 
got better. Alice fast became the prima donna, 
and so keen was she that she earned the nick- 

name 'Take-One-Alice'. Many a time the 
director said "Good for the seal" and received 
a glare from one of the actors whose valiant 
performance, adapted to the wishes of the seal 
had seemingly gone unnoticed. ' 
But you cannot expect a seal to do some 

thing it doesn't want to. On the few occasions 
when a seal was reluctant or did not understand 
what was expected, it was easy to tell: the 
animal either gave the crew a baleful stare or 
retreated into the safety of the carrying box-a 
second home from home. Such a clear signal 
was extremely useful, helping us to adapt our 
work to suit the seals. The seals' reaction to 
most strange things was inquisitiveness rather 
than fright-a response which must stand them 
in good stead for most encounters in the wild 
except perhaps with man. Thus Baby was 
often distracted by the sound boom which hung 
overhead and which she might have assumed 
was one big fish. 
At the end of the shoot, the seals went back 

to Skegness for a settling period before John 
was confident enough to return them to the sea. 
Holly went to witness their departure. It must 
have been an interesting moment for her, hav. 

ing played the part of Rowena, whose great 
fear was that one day she would lose Lora to 
the sea. . 
They were released off the beach near their 

original colony. One, possibly Blue, w~nt 
quickly out to sea. Alice and Baby stayed or 
a good hour playing in the breaking waves 
and learning how to surf. Two wild seals were 
seen bobbing and watching off shore: Evend 
tually Alice and Baby stopped playing an 
swam out. Today they could be anywhere g 
the North Sea. 

Jo Stewart-Smith a freelance film researcher 
, al tv and writer, has worked for the BBC, Centr h 

and Television South West. She was t e 
researcher for Seal Morning. 

~~TV LINK'-=====- 
Central Independent Televisio~ 's six-pa:e 
family drama series Seal Morning is to k 
shown on Grampian STV., TSW and Yor - 

' · at shire at 4. 30pm, and all other ITV regwns 
Spm, on Sundays, starting 9 March. 

Rowena giving Lora her daily bath in a 
creek. The seal in this particular scene rs 
Blue. Of the three that played Lora, Blue 

was the best at retrieving the green 
fisherman's float. She also perfected the 
technique of skimming it over the surface. 
Above: Holly, at the end of the series, 
saying good-bye to the three seal stars, 

who have just been released 
near the Wash colony. 
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How to play God right 
F or a caring person to go to the aid of a 

sick, injured or orphaned wild animal 
is both understandable and laud 
able. Indeed we would be right to 
condemn anyone who passed by an 

animal in distress without doing something to 
help. But what? 
Often the answer lies in positive inaction: 

perhaps tell an expert about the animal-but 
then leave it alone. For example, every year 
many thousands of'orphaned' fledglings are in 
fact not orphaned until they have fallen into the 
hands of their well-meaning rescuers. 
In most cases, the parent birds would have 

continued to feed and care for them. Removed 
to be hand-fed, the fledglings-if they survive- 
can become humanised, and then are doomed 
to life in a cage. 
Deer are another classic example. The hind 

will often leave her fawn in deep cover while 
she goes off to feed-perfectly normal deer 
behaviour. Then an innocent family on their 
Sunday ramble come across the 'abandoned' 
creature and immediately decide to 'rescue' it. 
The fawn is rushed to some nearby wildlife 
sanctuary, and the problem, which did not 
exist in the first place, is resolved. It happens 
with many species. Seals, in particular, spring 
to mind. I am convinced that many rescued 
seal pups were perfectly all right where they 
were to begin with. 

Still, human nature being what it is, the only 
long-term solution is to educate the public in 
the ways of wildlife. But what of the wildlife 
rescue centres that are set up to care for 
orphaned, sick or injured creatures? 
In the main they are of a poor standard 

poor in accommodation and poor in animal 
husbandry. I assure you that I have no inten 
tion of launching into an attack on these 
establishments, but the fact is that most of 
them are desperately underfinanced and are 
often run by people who, although totally 
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Animal rescue centres are all 
well and good as long as 
(a) the animals really need 

rescuing, (b) their subsequent 
life would be worth living and 
( c) the rescuers have some 

idea about what they're doing. 
Unfortunately, these criteria 
are not always met. Stefan 

Ormrod of the RSPCA argues 
for a licensing system to 

assure that animals actually 
benefit from their salvation. 

dedicated to the welfare of wildlife, are 
technically inexperienced and motivated more 
by heart than head. 
First, let us consider our objective. I would 

suggest that this can only be the successful 
rehabilitation of the animal into its natural 
habitat and that anything less must be ques 
tionable. Many people believe that saving life 
at all costs is the first priority, but I feel that an 
animal's quality of life must be taken into 
consideration-and this is very difficult to 
assess. I would certainly question the quality 
of life for, say, a one-winged, one-legged, one 
eyed seagull destined to spend the rest of its 
days in a rather muddy aviary (this is no joke: I 
have seen such birds in several rescue centres). 
It may be argued that we have no right to 

destroy the seagull, but if we hadn't intervened, 

Above: Aaaaah. Sure, but these 
badgers will either remain captive all 
their lives or return to the wild thinking 

dogs are friends. 

the luckless creature would have died anyway 
and almost certainly the death would have 
been slow and painful. I detest the idea of play 
ing God, but the moment we pick up a suffering 
wild animal that is what we are doing. And 
having decided to do it, Jet's not shrink from 
our moral responsibilities. 
If we accept that rehabilitation is the only 

purpose in caring for wildlife victims- whether 
they are being nursed through a physical injury 
or hand-reared-it is imperative that they do 
not become huinanised, something that is often 
easier said than done. San Diego Zoo, for 
example, is seriously involved in the California 
condor project, and zookeepers there are trying 
to hand-rear incubated chicks. The dangers are 
obvious, and so the staff have devised a 
'puppef-a facsimile of an adult condor's 
head. The operator hides behind a screen; and 
it is this 'condor' which feeds the chick-not a 
human. Such methods may seem bizarre, but 
they may well prove the key to successful 
release into the wild. 

Regrettably, we often see results to the 
contrary. The Daily Mail of 11 January 1986 
carried a three-quarter-page feature entitled 
'Whispering deer', which showed an adult 
alsatian curled up with an infant Chinese water 
deer. The text even stated: "They should be 
totally, utterly incompatible. But in the mysterious 
way of the world, they've become insepar 
able." Heart-warming perhaps, butwhatofthe 
deer's future? A lifetime of captivity would 
appear inevitable; imagine the chances of a 
'dog-trusting' deer returned to a wild existence. 

The tabloids relish articles like this. It hasn't 
been too many years since some of the less 
reputable zoos in this country made a practice 
of removing babies from their mothers just so 
they could hand-rear them. These human 
imprinted infants could then be easily handled 
and photographed, often with children, and the 
photographs were then issued to the media [> 
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Tawny owlet with blond humanlet. 
Was it rescued, and, if so, from what? 
And what will its life be like now? 

to get some free advertising for the zoo. These 
'custom-made orphans', which were usually 
unable to adjust to their own species following 
this experience, often discreetly 'disappeared' 
at the end of each summer season. Nowadays, 
all the good zoos avoid hand-rearing all but the 
rarer species, and then only as a last resort. 
I do not suggest that Britain's wildlife rescue 

centres are, in the main, adopting similar 
nefarious practices, but the trap is obvious. 
The need to raise money, coupled with inex 
perience, creates a situation that is ripe for 
publicity exercises. This generates funds so 
that rescue work can continue, but if that 
rescue work is 'off-beam', what good is 
achieved? 

And what is the right way? The need to care 
for our sick, injured or orphaned wildlife is 
increasing every year, as are the threats to their 
survival. More cars are on the roads and more 
roads are carving up the countryside. We set 
more snares, spread more pesticides and spill 
more oil. On humanitarian grounds alone we 
must assist our fellow animals-but that 
assistance must be positive. 
Education of the public is essential, and the 

media must be convinced that distorted, 
emotional stories do the animals no good in the 
long term. But more important than that 
research into rehabilitation techniques must be 
encouraged and financed, for we know little 
about what happens to so many animals after 
they are released into the wild. In some cases 
their fate may be horrendous. If the exercise is 
to be fruitful, research, despite the expense, 
must be given the maximum financial support. 

The most progressive wildlife rescue station 
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I have visited is the Marine Mammal Centr . S F . em 
an r~nc1sco, California. Here is assistance 

for m~e mammals ranging from the stranded 
dolphin to the seal or sealion that has been shot 
by~ fishe_rman or been hit by the propellers of a 
cabin cruiser. All the animals released from the 
centi:e are_ tagged ~d monitorej, Their success 
rate is q~1~e astonishing, which is perhaps not 
so su.rpnsmg, as the centre's scientific and 
technical back-up team reads like a Wh , 
Wh~ of world science. In Europe we h:v~ 
nothing comparable. 
I~ Britain, the RSPCA runs a Wildlife Field 

Umt at. "".est Hatch, near Taunton, Somerset 
and this is_ my responsibility. There is littl~ 
doubt that m the past we have made e f . d . rrors o 
JU gment in our attempts to return wild animal 
to their habitat but over the years h s ' we ave 
become more analytical and self-critical E h . ac 
year we try to encourage more field research 
and our first breakthrough was in the f 
cleaning oiled seabirds. area 0 

'York_ing in consultation with Newcastle 
University, we soon discovered that ful . success- 

ly cleanu:ig a seabird relied almost entire! 
on the way it v.:as done and on the expertise ;;. 
the person domg the job. Worry ab t th 
bi ds' al . OU e ir natur oils turned out to be unne 
The critical factor was how well the detcessary. ergents 
and other trace elements were rinsed 0 t N 
the end of the cleaning process the · ear 
b . 'b d , e water 
~gms to ea off and the bird under the s ra 

will become completely dry This P hy 
hi h 

. .11 · researc 
w c is str being perfected scotch d th , 
' t 1 ·1' ' e e na ura 01 s myth an. d the old wives' d 
f . . . reme y 

o coatmg the victims in French h lk 
Fuller's Earth or lard. Unfortunate! · c a ' 

f ~mmany 
parts o the country these practices still . 

d persist 
an we even came across one case wh , 
Swarfega-despite the evidence that it destro ere 
bi d' al ·1 ys a ir s_ natur 01 s-was recommended as th 
cleanmg agent. e 

Many conservation organisations feel that l 
cleaning oiled seabirds is something of a waste n 
of time-partly because the species usually ~ 
affected, guillemots and razorbills, are not z 
endangered and partly because success rates ~ 
seem low and the operations expensive. In the :l1 ~ RSPCA, a society concerned with compas- 
sion, we feel that the life of one bird is important to f 
that bird and even if an operation is expensive " 
and time-consuming, if it is successful, it is 
worthwhile. Our success rate increases annually, 
and so we are confident about our techniques. 
Also, by developing the techniques on common 
birds, we may one day be able to come to the 
aid of a vulnerable species. ' 

Of course, once birds are released, with all 
the attendant publicity, it is easy to call the 
rescue a success. But if they later succumb to 
the elements and die, they may wash ashore as 
a simple 'clean' bird casualty. So all blfds 
released from the Wildlife Field Unit are 
ringed, and if we release birds that haven't 
been cleaned properly our failure is laid at our 
doorstep immediately. Our best recorded 
success was a bird recovered ironically, from 
an oil slick-offCrosshaven Eire-two and a 
half years after its release. ' 
This kind of research must be applied to 

other wild creatures. What does happen to that 
fox, deer, badger or owl that, in full health, is 
released into the wild? Can it fend for itself! 
Does it run into territorial disputes with members 
of its own species? Has it been made vulner 
able to the depredations of man? These ques 
tions have to be answered before another 
disadvantaged wild animal is simply 'dumped' 
into the countryside to fend for itself. 
At the moment we are involved with .Dr 

Stephen Harris of Bristol University in resear~h 
on badgers, and a rehabilitation scheme is ill 
hand. The animals, equipped with biodegrad 
able radio collars, are having their behav10ur 
and integration into the countryside monitored. 
We hope to publish the results in a future 
issue of BBC WILDLIFE 
To ensure that wildlife rescue does not 

simply become a sop to the public conscienc~ . 
that it is a positive force for animal welfare, it is 
absolutely imperative that we continue this 
kind of research and to 'know what we do'. 
Equally, we have to make sure that wildlife 
rescue centres have the ability, in both animal 
husbandry and accommodation to fulfil their 
avowed objectives. ' 
I hope that, ultimately, this will result in 

stringent licensing laws. Though I am not a 
gr~at believer in bureaucratic processes,. I 
think they are inevitable if our maimed wildlife 
is to be saved from 'prisons of compassion'. 
But before such measures are taken, we have 
to get our science right. 0 

Stefan Ormrod has been the RSPCA's 
Chief Wildlife Officer for six years. For four 
years he was curator of mammals at Jersey 
Wildlife Preservation Trust and for three 
years he was curator of Marwell Zoologi 
cal Park. He was joint author of The Last 
Great Wild Beast Show a critique of zoo 
animal management. ' 
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(tick where applicable) 

I E Leitz (Instruments) Ltd., 
48 Park Street, Luton, Beds. LUl 3HP. L_ _ 

"There's not a lot of choice 
if you want binoculars that meet 
the highest standards. 

Compare my favourite with 
others for durability, water proofing, 
ease of handling, field of view, 
close-focusing and accuracy of colour. 

" Compare them in bad light and try 
x them against the sun (avoid direct sunlight or 

brilliance) does the picture go 'milky'? 
These are specific tests but ultimately the best 

binoculars have an indefinable quality- a naturalness. 
Look through them and it's as if you're seeing 
exactly what your eyes see, but much closer. 

At the end of the day I'd be surprised 
if your favourites aren't LEITZ TRINOVID, 
in my opinion, THE NATURAL CHOICE." 
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Here is a collection that 

will bring new charm grace 
and distinction to your home. 

Brian Fensona, artist and 
naturalist has captured the 

mood of the great 19th 
Century English artists to 
bring together his studies of 
some of the most delightful 
fauna of our own countryside. 

£12.so SET OF 3 
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environmental issues. We were filming a series 
of six half-hour programmes for Central 
Television, travelling the canals in our 'environ 
mentally-sensitive' narrowboat The Ark, with 
its wind-powered generators, its computers 
and video-discs, its data bank and its mini 
laboratory. 
My three colleagues are all much younger 

than me. Maxine Bueret, from Leicester, had 
her twelfth birthday while we were filming, and 
she is marvellous at playing the 'young innocent'. 
She is also a great jargon-stopper. As we 
listened to the well-rehearsed words of wisdom 
from some 'pollution spokesman', Maxine 
would chip in with, "What's effluent mean?" 
or, "But how do you know this weedkiller .is 
safe?" The directness of her questions, and her 
obvious amazement that grown-ups could be 
so naive, was very disarming, and time and 
again it forced interviewees to deliver their 
information in an understandable language. 
Maxine is an absolute softie with animals. 

When we were making our 'Wildlife in 
Danger' programme, she got quite badly bitten 
by a 'tame' badger while she was interviewing 
its minder, but her immediate concern was that 
we'd obviously been a little too much for this 
poor wild animal. She has a genuine com 
passion for other people, too. When we were 
interviewing Sir Henry Plumb, Euro MP, farmer 

and past president of the National Farmers' 
Union it was Maxine who pointed out that 

' I to exporting high-powered farming techno ogy 
the Third World might be a very bad thing to 
do, because not only would there be no wor~ 
for the peasant farmers when machines an 
chemicals displaced them from the land, but 
they could not rely on unemployment benefit to 
keep them alive either. 

Rhiannon Rawlings is from Nottingham. 
She was 14 last summer, is highly fashion 
conscious very beautiful and one of the nicest 
character; I've ever met. One of her jobs on 
The Ark was to make long-distance calls on 
our radiophone and talk to experts too far away 
for us to visit. When the computer data ba~e 
told us there was a nuclear waste expert work 
ing in Hong Kong, an acid rain boffin in Stocd - 
holm or an authority on Third World pestici_ e 
hazards in Nairobi Rhiannon would quite 

' · ht to naturally pick up the phone and go straig 
the horse's mouth. . 

1 The computers and the rest of the electnca . kly paraphernalia were beyond me, but I qurc 
learnt that, in the right hands, they offered easy 
access to remote information. I was, however, 
reassured to see that my young colleagues soon 
cultivated a healthy suspicion oftechnology 
just one damp morning on the boat could wipe 
out our entire database-and if the expert 
won't give you an interview, then all the modem 
machinery in the world won't help. 
For the 'River Pollution' programme wef 

· ano tried for three months to talk to the cha1rrn id 
· soh a company producing non-polluting . al 

fuel-apparently by taking out the chemic 
· the pollutants from coal and dumping them m 

river-but despite Rhiannon's endless patience 
and charm, we never did get beyond the 
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and '\ut\on s~o o tne\.t ~ar: en\7\ronl1\-en 

"l)O'- na\7\.1\t:i · .... h-teC'-l 

C onservation is not a matter of pre- ~ t\le \ll~ .. 
serving bits of the past-it's about Ov 
conserving choice for the future. 
The fact is that we have borrowed ---------------- 
this world from our children and The Ark and its team (from left to right 

they are not too pleased with the way we are Rhiannon, Hughie, Maxine and Chris 
treating it. My generation-the. pare~t and Baines) setting out on their environmental 
teacher, politician and managmg director _in_v_e_s_t_ig_a_t_io_n_s_. _ 
generation-is the first to leave its children 
with fewer choices than it inherited. The 
causes are short-sighted greed, coupled with 
unprecedented technical power, and an ignorant 
lack of respect for the environment. 
There are plenty of signs that young people 

are getting angry about our attitudes, but 
instead of the anarchy of the sixties or the 
apathy of the seventies, the hallm_ar~ of_ the 
current wave of youthful rebellion is positive 
action'. The massive response to Bob Geldof s 
Live Aid appeal is one of the most spectacular 
examples, but there are other, more subtle 
protests. 

Hundreds of thousands of young people are 
becoming vegetarians to show in a very direct 
and personal way that they disapprove of 
animal exploitation. Many of them care 
passionately about the use of animals for tes~ 
ing cosmetics, and are appalled that their 
parents never question the ethical pedigree of 
the products they purchase. In Sweden, it is the 
children who have organised themselves to set 
the pace of the campaign to save their fore~ts 
and Jakes from further destruction by acid ram. 
It surely can't be long before the childre_n _of 
Europe join forces to tackle the adult stupidity 
of such cross-boundary issues as sea pollution 
and the mass slaughter of migratory birds. 

I spent most of last summer 'investigating', 
as one of a team of four, a whole range of. 



secretary at the other end of the telephone. 
Hughie Murray is 15. He lives on a huge 

edge-of-town housing estate in Birmingham, 
surrounded by tower blocks and green-desert 
landscape. Although he's a Brummie born and 
bred, his family is Irish, and he has a deep long 
ing to get back to his rural roots. He'd love to 
be a farmer. 

Hughie is a thinker. He is deeply concerned 
about a whole range of environmental issues 
and is a long-time member of CND and a 
passionate pursuer of the truth. Like the rest of 
us, Hughie became more and more frustrated 
by the level of secrecy we met-and annoyed 
to find that 'the truth' is very much determined 
by the person who is telling it to you. Hughie 
was certainly the most persistent of the four of 
us, and on several occasions he would be deep 
in discussion with the 'expert' long after we 
stopped filming. 

He just couldn't believe, for instance, that 
the CEGB could actually say that "the best 
thing to do" with the 600 tons of sulphur being 
produced each day by the power station we 
visited was to "push it up a chimney tall 
enough to spread it in a very thin layer over the 
rest of Europe". And he grilled William 
Waldegrave (the junior environment minister) 
relentlessly over the wisdom of producing 
more and more nuclear waste in the absence of 
any foolproof method of making it safe. 

the end of the summer, all four of us felt 
we had learnt far more about, issues 
such as pesticides and nuclear waste 

than anyone could possibly fit into six half 
hour programmes. No one was worried that 
we'd failed to come to any clear-cut con 
clusions. Our job had been to seek out the 
information, not solve the problems, but we 
were anxious about the difficulty of putting 
across balanced arguments, and we were cer 
tainly very worried that our programmes might 
just be plain boring. After all, if the viewers 
switched off, then we really would have wasted 
this marvellous opportunity. We began to ask 
so many questions about how our films would ! be turned into programmes that Central agreed 

t> to make a documentary about the making and 
i editing of The Ark, and now this will be 
~ screened as a seventh programme. 
§ The four ofus are, of course, very privileged 
~ and, with a probable audience of at least five 
~ million, there is every chance that we might 

actually have some influence. Very few young 
people have such an opportunity, but there are 
huge numbers of them beavering away at a 
local level, showing that they care enough to do 
something practical to help improve their 
environment. 
Five years ago, on the Tulse Hill estate in 

Brixton, there was one unused corner of land 
that was a real eyesore-covered in all kinds of 
rubbish and providing a very grim outlook for 
everyone who lived there. The children on the 
estate decided to do something about it. They 
threw the rubbish into three skips provided by 
the G LC, and then gradually began to turn the 
eyesore into a nature garden, with seats, a 
gravel path, and lots of crocuses and snow- 
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drops for the spring-and no more rubbish. 
On the Wenlock Barn Estate in Hackney, 

dozens of tough teenagers worked like demons 
to build a flower garden for the older people in 
the neighbourhood, collecting bricks from a 
demolition site, laying paving and then hand 
ing over the garden to the younger children for 
planting up. 
The winners of the 1985 Kodak Conserva 

tion A wards, children from Healey County 
Primary School in Rochdale, saw that a nearby 
pond was about to be built on. They raised 
enough money to build a new pond and 
transferred the resident frogs, toads, pond 
snails and water plants to their safe new home 
before the bulldozers moved in. 
In the middle of Walsall, the council was 

forced to demolish a number of its houses, 
leaving behind five acres of very unpromising 
looking rubble. Local children were encouraged 
to work alongside contractors and council staff, 
and to help plant a new 'woodland' of 8,000 
trees and shrubs. Four years later, those 
children are still caring for it, clearing litter, 

pulling up weeds and measuring the amazing 
rate of growth of their trees. The schools have 
kept up their interest too, and the scheme 
seems sure of a bright, green future. 
The children regard this very much as their 

project, and as a result there has been virtually 
no vandalism, despite all the gloomy predic 
tions of the local adults. In fact, the children 
protect the trees against abuse by other, 
older people. 
It is relatively easy to involve anyone in 

short bursts of practical environmental work. 
A good bonfire will, for example, bring in 
hordes of kids to help with clearance. It is 
much more difficult, though, to keep interest 
alive. Yet there are a surprising number of 
examples oflong-term commitments by children. 
Another of the Kodak-award-winners was a 
primary school in Ashford, Kent. The children 
did a major 'litter-pick' around the edge of a 
local pool, removing plastic bags, fishing lines 
and car tyres, and having a great deal of fun 
into the bargain. The council promised to put 
up three litter bins, to prevent the return of the 
rubbish. When only two materialised, the 
children were soon writing letters begging for 
the third one. They are still carrying out regular 
rubbish patrols, to keep the problem at bay, 
and as you might expect, local adults are 
impressed and the problem is diminishing. 

Some of the most useful long-term work that 
children do is monitoring, often as part of their 
environmental studies at school. At Melton, 
near Woodbridge in Suffolk, hundreds of local 
volunteers of all ages helped turn a seven-acre 
patch of wasteland beside the tidal River 
Deben into a marvellous study area. The parks 
department has been mowing a two-acre 
meadow on the site, and for several years I> 

Above: Youngsters rescuing frogs and 
other animals from a doomed pond for 
transportation to a safe home excavated 
by Healey County Primary School, 
Rochdale. Th is exercise resulted in the 
school winning top prize in last year's 
Kodak Conservation Awards Below: 
The Ark investigators interviewing 
batman Bob Stebbings and friend. 



local children have been carrying out a detailed 
study on the way that management affects the 
wildflowers and insects there. 

On a national scale, WATCH, the junior 
section of the county naturalists' trusts' 
umbrella body-the RSNC-regularly organises 
ambitious long-term monitoring projects. Early in 
1985, hundreds of children took part in 'Acid 
Drops' -a national survey of the acidity in 
rainwater. This involved collecting and measur 
ing rainwater day after day for almost a month, 
keeping careful records and then sending them 
off to the experts. The eventual outcome was a 
unique and extremely important survey of the 
way in which acid rain is distributed around 
Britain. Not surprisingly, those children now 
want to know why we adults are taking so long 
to solve the problem that they helped confirm. 

One of the most ambitious community projects 
that I've been involved in is the new Victoria 
Theatre, at Stoke-on-Trent. This wonderful 
theatre-in-the-round is being built to replace the 
converted cinema which has been home to the 
Vic for 20 years. The new Vic is being slotted 
into the site of an old Edwardian garden full of 
mature trees and rich in wildlife. It is to be a 
community Institution and so, not surprisingly, 
the community is playing a vital role in creating 
the new landscape. 

Local children, mainly members of the 
Young Ornithologists' Club, have monitored 

wildlife on the site ever since plans for the 
theatre were first discussed. It was their close 
observation which, in spring 1984, led to the 
builders being persuaded to move their access 
road a metre to one side, to avoid crushing a 
nest of fledgling willow warblers. They have 
grown many of the wildflowers being planted 
on the site and, most importantly, they under 
stand that this is a landscape which must be 
cared for long into the future. 

They have seen the damage which something 
as simple and short-lived as a building site can 
do, and they have worked hard to minimise 
that damage with practical help and enthusias 
tic lobbying. Those same children have now 
used the credibility gained through hard work 
at the Vic to persuade their parks director to 
tum a wet and boggy football pitch in a local 
park into a really first-class sanctuary for snipe 
and other wetland blfds-they are learning to 
use the system. 
These are just a few of the positive projects 

that, as a landscape architect, I've shared with 
young people over the past few years. There 
are thousands more. City farms, tree-planting 
schemes, waste recycling, bird counts, butter 
fly gardening-you name it, there are young 
people helping to make it happen. 

Of course, there are many adults around 
helping smooth the path, but for every suppor. 
tive adult, there seems to be a dozen obstruc- 

Left: Some of the winners of the Young 
People's Conservation Awards at a 
YPTES summer school-part of their 
prize. Below: The first crop of 'spuds' 
from a school garden in Toxteth. 

tive ones, mouthing moralisms about vandalism, 
refusing to take children's points of view 
seriously or, indeed, creating the very problems 
the young are so keen to try to overcome. 

Children are blamed by the stodgy middle- 
aged for much of the visual abuse in our 
environment. True, the graffiti in the under 
pass is probably theirs, but was the adult 
designed concrete wall so beautiful any 
way, and why let cars drive people under- 

ground? True, they drop their sweet-wrappers 
without thinking, but do they reverse their cars 
into quiet country lay-bys and dump mountams 
of fly-tipping? Do they drive motorways 
through precious countryside, to dock a minute 
or two off a car journey? Do they spray our 
food with chemicals, to improve its shelf-life or 
change its colour? Do they build unwanted 
warehouses and factory units on green fields? 
For far too long, young people have be~n 

used as scapegoats by the 'bulldozer lobby · 
"Children will only eat peas if they are bnght 

green, and so we must use additives. Young 
girls demand new cosmetics and so we must 
test them on animals. New buildings mean new 
jobs for the young unemployed." 

Certainly my three fellow travellers saw 
through that transparent propaganda to the 
make-a-fast-buck motive beneath. If my col 
leagues on The Ark are as typical as I think 
they are, then young people are a force to be 
reckoned with. Please let us learn from them 
before it's too late. 

In a healthy society, there is a time when 
most generations of young people want to 
change the world. The present generation may 
have its work cut out just trying to save it. D 

There are numerous challenees and rewards 
on offer 10 youngsters in 19B6 in the form of 
award schemes. If you would like a fist of 
some of the major ones, send a large sae to: 
Awards; BBC WILDLIFE, Broadcasting House, 
Whiteladies Rd, Bristol BS8 2LR. 
BBC Schools Television and Radioo.ffera 

variety of series throughout the educational 
year aimed at enthusing and informing young 
people about the environment. To find out 
what's currently on offer, tum to page 134. 

r 

Chris Baines co-founder and first elected 
chairman of Birmingham's Urban Wildlife 
Group. teaches landscape design and manage 
ment at Birmingham Polytechnic. He is one of 
the judges of the Kodak Awards, and has 
worked for many years in the field of 
community-based environmental improve 
ment. Later in the year, he will be presenting a 
BBC series on urban nature conservation. 

Join The Ark at 4.45pm on Wednesdays, 
starting 5 March on ITV 
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THIS IS AN IMPORTANT NOTICE 
~~E-~~~:::S;::c: ~OR READERS AGED 16 OR UNDER-~-_::::.-.::::::~ft~1:~~- 

hi the January issue, you may have seen the first announcement of the BBC WILDLIFE 
Award for Nature Writing. This is a contest to find the most talented nature writers. 
Although young people can enter, we felt that it might be unfair to judge your essays 

against those of adults, and so we have devised an essay competition specially for readers 
aged 16 or under. We also believe that young people often have the freshest thoughts and 

the best ideas, and are challenging you to prove us right. 

NEW EYES ON NATURE~1 
All you have to do is write an essay of the garden-you could write about that. 
1,000 words or less (about the length of Or you could explain how you first got 
a school essay) describing your thoughts interested in birds or snails or whatever 
about an experience you have had aspect of natural history you are keen 
involving wildlife (animals or plants). on. Have you ever stopped to watch the 
Below are some ideas for subjects. activity of an ants' nest or an insect ~L PGL Adventure is Europe's 
You could write about the first time pollinating a flower? If so, why don't l('oveiii"uRE leading company providing 

you saw an animal you had always wanted you write down what you saw and holidays for young people. As 
to see-what you felt, how you and the thought at the time. the overall winner, you will be able to 
animal reacted. Or you could describe a But whatever you choose to write pick a PGL holiday that suits you. For 
nature walk that you went on and what about, you must describe your own example, you could choose to spend the 
you did or didn't enjoy about it. Or you thoughts and observations. Don't copy week canoeing down the River Wye, 
could tell us what you felt when you things out of books or ask your parents pony-trekking, mountaineering or learn 
visited a zoo, and what you saw and to help (they won't be able to describe ing how to wind-surf. Or you could 
thought when you stopped and watched your feelings). choose a multi-activity holiday doing 
the behaviour of a particular animal. We will be looking for essays that will everything from orienteering to film- 

Perhaps you make other people think, that are making. 
have witnessed original and that have a breath of fresh There are also three runner-up prizes .. -..!!.'•"OX- •• ~~ 
something unusual air about them. of £25. So start writing. 
when you were in Send your entry to NEW EYES ON NATURE, BBC WILDLIFE Magazine, Broad ..:_~~==~5~~~~~~~:::::::: casting House, Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 2LR The closing date is I May, 

~ and the results will be announced in the August issue of the magazine. 

Luxury- ..... 
Wildlife 

Holidays in 
Tarka Country 

This Spring enjoy a week of Natural History in 
North Devon and visit the many places of interest 

made famous by the story of Tarka the Otter, 
from his birthplace at Beam Weir to the Nature 
Reserve on Braunton Burrows where Tarka spent 
his first winter. Hosted and guided by local 

Naturalist Trevor Beer, the week will be filled with 
many other scenes of Botanical, ornithological 
natural interest throughout North Devon. 

Whether you're joining one of our special weeks or 
discovering Tarka Country for yourself, you'll always 

have the luxury of , ~ · The Saunton Sands Hotel to 
rely on. All bedrooms having private bath and colour T. V. 
Modern facilities include indoor heated pool, sauna, solarium, 
squash and tennis courts, games and snooker rooms Located 
overlooking Saunton Beach and Bideford Bay, you'll always 
find every comfort, haute cuisine and personal service at North 
Devon's only four star hotel. 
Wildlife Week 1986: 
April 20th-27th. For free colour brochure 
and full details please contact Mr Peter Brend, 

The 0aunton 0ands Hotel AA**** RAC 
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WHAT YOU CAN WIN 
The top prize is a week's holiday (worth 
more than £140) at a British PGL 
Adventure centre in 1986. 

Q. What would 
youdowith 

a Rocket Wood 
Grenade? 

Would you a} Launch it? b) Hit it? 
c) Blow up mole hills with it? 

If you are bemused and useful items, many of which are 
bewildered by this baffling simply not available in high street 
question, the answer to the above, shops. We also boast a speedy and 
and indeed to all your gardening efficient order-by-post system, 
requirements can be found in that through which you are assured of 
fine compendium of gardening prompt service and an excellent 
companionship, tfie Country choice of quality merchandise, 
Garden Gardeners Catalogue. thus leaving you all the more time 

The Catalogue features a to comtemplate your very own 
splendid array of hundreds of country garden. 
The Rocket Wood Grenade ~-------~ Receive this sturdy dual 

A.Apply the Rocket to a log, strike vigorously watering can and plant mister 
with a sledgehammer, and the Rocket will FREE with your first 
instantly burst the log apart. order, details with 
Post to :- The Country Garden, Dept. 765G FREEPOST. your catalogue. 
Langley House. China Lane. Manchester Ml 8\VE. 

fil6-;J ~F~m;~ ~ ~~mD 
\
Mr/Mrs/Miss ----------------'laiim 
Address __:~---- 

1 T°'~ ------------------ 
County Post Code 

I I I I I I 
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Tad snacks 
Last June I watched a robin 
efiiciently catching and eating 
tadpoles from our garden pond. 
Is this behaviour unusual? 

Mr.s Z Hooper, 
Bromley, 

Kent 
This is a good observation of 
something which must happen 
regularly but is not often recorded. 
Tadpoles can be very easy prey 
in ponds where many frogs have 
spawned or where the water has 
evaporated and become shallow. 
Robins wrens and blackbirds 

are all ~ong the species known 
to eat tadpoles; these three have 
also been recorded taking tiny 
fish from the edges of ponds and 
streams, and in some exceptional 
cases, have even become a 
nuisance at trout hatcheries. 

CHRIS MEAD 

Sav,ng their skins 
I have heard that Mongolia 
hopes to encourage tourism by 
placing the snow leopard on its 
list of permissible game for 
hunting. Although the country 
has a reasonable population of 
this very rare mammal, numbers 
are low in the Himalayas. 

Have any conservation groups 
considered transferring some of 
the estimated 1,500 to 5,000 
animals in Mongolia to the inac 
cessible Himalayan habitats, 
where they might be safer? 

Malcolm Espley, 
Tattenhall, 

Chester 
The idea of hunting the rare snow 
leopard anywhere is deplorable, 
and Mongolia should be pressed 
to give it full legal protection. The 
potential threat from foreign 
hunters, is however, limited 
because, although Mongolia is 
not a party to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES), its tourists will 
almost always be from member 
countries and will therefore be 
unable to take their trophies 
home legally. 
There are several objections to 

Africa, when two or three t~y 
flies nipped in to snatch a qmck 

• drink from under the jaws of the 
mantis Polyspilota aeruginosa. 
But I'm afraid I wasn't quick 
enough to catch the flies, and I 
can't hazard a guess as to their 
identity. 
There seems to be nothing in 

the literature about such an 
association (not even in Fabre'.s 
colourful description of the mantis 
feast), but then few people ever 
watch mantids feeding in the 
wild. 
The interaction I saw could 

have been a regular one- in 
which case it is almost commen 
salism (a relationship in which 
one partner benefits from, without 
affecting, the other)-but on the 
other hand, it could have been a 
one-off case of plain theft. The 
juices oozing from a butchered 
insect would obviously attract 
flies, which would be safe as long 
as they kept away from the 
chomping jaws, ·because a grown 
mantis would not bother to attack 
such tiny insects. 
The really interesting side to 

your observation is that the flies 
were there before prey was caught, 
as if they knew they were l*ely to 
get a free meal. 
This is something to watch out 

for, and I would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who witnesse_s 
similar behaviour, especially if 
you can catch some of the flies as 
well (write to me at Mousehole, 
Mill Road, Hundon, Sudbury, 
Suffolk COJO BEG). 

MICHAEL CHINERY 

MARCH'S CRYPTOGRAPH: If you think you know what this · 
write your answer on a postcard with your name and addres~s, 

and send tt to the address below, to arrive not later than ' 
14 March. The rea~er whose correct answer is the first to be 

drawn will win a years. free subscription to BBC WILDLIFE, and his 
or her name will be published m the May issue 

The winner of January's rather easy cryptograph was 
Bob Roome of Cumbrau, Gwent, who correctly identified it as a 

polar bear's paw 

trapping and translocating Mon 
golian snow leopards to depleted 
areas in the Himalayas. Most 
important, there is a heavy risk 
that the animals involved may die 
during the operation-something 
which I consider to be unaccept 
able, except perhaps as a last 
resort. Also, it is hard to say if the 
Himalayan range of the snow 
leopard is under-populated, because 
a predator's numbers depend on 
the size of its prey populations, 
and sadly the mountain ungulates 
taken by snow leopards are now 
rare in most places. It would 
obviously be unwise to introduce 
individuals which would compete 
with the residents for prey. 
With the help of CITES, and 

the widespread campaign against 
the wearing of spotted furs, 
poaching has been reduced, but 
the snow leopard is still killed by 
farmers, who see it as a threat to 
their livestock-an inevitable 
consequence of the depletion of 
natural prey and the expansion of 
graziers into its territory. 

. The most important task now 
is for countries supporting snow 
leopards to e_stablish well-managed 
reserve~ with flourishing prey 
populations. Bhutan, China, India 
Nepal, Pakistan and the USSR 
h~ve ~eady taken steps in this 
direction, and Mongolia too has 
:eserves stocked with argali and 
ibex, where shooting is banned. 

PETER JACKSON 

Prey on prey 
While on holiday in North Africa 
I watched a large mantis feed~ 
ing on a number of different 
insects. It was accompanied by 
about half a dozen minute flies 
which paid no attention to thei; 
larger neighbour until it caught 
prey. Then they clustered round 
apparently. sharing the feast'. 
What species of fly might they 
have been, and is this relation 
ship well known? J Daniels 

Stockport'. 
Cheshire 

I h~ve witnessed this behaviour 
on Just one occasion, in West 

ildlif e QUESTIONS 
The experts on this. month's panel are: natur~list = writer Michael Chinery; 
Peter Jackson, charrman of the IUCN Species Survival Commission's c t s · al G . d 
bird-man Chris Mead. a urvrv roup, an 

If you have a question you 
would like to ask our panel of 
experts, write it clearly and 
briefly, and send it, with your 
name and address, to: Wildlife 
Questions, BBC WIIDLIFE Mag 
azine, Broadcasting House, 
Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 
2LR. Please enclose an sae if 
you want material returned. 
It will not be possible to 

answer everyone's questions, 
but some of them may be used 
on the Radio 4 programme 
The Living World. 
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regular visitor to one 
of the British Gas 
compressor station 
sites in Scotland. 

White water-lilies in a 
small reservoir 
containing frogs and 
other animals. 

T hat some modern industries 
can develop hand in hand 
with nature conservation 
should no longer be a source 

of surprise, but the smoky image of 
the Industrial Revolution dies hard, 
and we still do not readily associate 
home-grown industries with the green 
and pleasant land of our rural 
countryside. Yet much of the modern 
British Gas industry is located right in 
the heart of that very countryside. 
Carefully designed and landscaped, its 
plant and underground pipelines merge 
into their background with surprising 
modesty, and no unpleasant byproducts 
pour into local streams or pollute the 
atmosphere. 

There is, however, one side effect 
which was unexpected but, having 
arrived, is very welcome. The new British 
Gas sites are teeming with wildlife. The 
inhabitants of the countryside have moved 
in and taken up residence in and around 
every natural gas installation in the 
country. 

In many ways, British Gas has been 
lucky, discovering and developing a fuel 
from under the seabed which requires no 
manufacturing and very little processing. 
But an entirely new infrastructure had to 
be built to cope with the new fuel and to 
ensure efficient transport of gas from the 
point of supply to the numerous points of 
demand. This entailed not only a new [> 
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underground pipeline network to carry 
the gas to the 12 gas regions, but also a 
variety of above-ground installations to 
treat it as it came ashore, to pump or 
compress it down the pipelines and to 
store some of it to meet peak demands. 
Many people will judge British Gas by the 
environmental acceptability of these 
installations, and British wildlife can be 
some of the corporation's sternest critics. 
So far, our native plants and animals 
seem to approve. 
To be honest, creative wildlife 

conservation was not a top priority of 
British Gas when it began developing the 
new transmission system. First and 
foremost was the requirement, laid down 
in the Gas Act of 1972, to provide an 
efficient and reliable gas supply. But it 
was also held to be important to do this in 
an environmentally responsible manner, 
and it was this attitude which was the key 
to the 'wildlife side-effect'. 

The sites for the installations were, and 
still are, chosen by special environmental 
planning staff. The first step is a careful 
assessment of the area where the 
installation is needed. Then a short-list is 
drawn up of possible sites in 
environmentally non-sensitive localities. At 
this point, there is close liaison with all 
interested bodies, including the Nature 
Conservancy Council and local 
environmental groups, before a site is 
selected and planning permission is sought. 

I 

Foxgloves and other 
wild plants grow 
undisturbed in a 
herbicide-free 
environment on the 
site of a compressor 
station. 

A landscape scheme is worked out for 
each site as a conditon of planning 
permission. In the early days, these were 
carefully designed by consultants 
engaged by British Gas, and although 
native species of trees and plants were 
usually chosen, their first priority was 
visual amenity- the blending of the site 
into its surroundings. Of course, logic 
dictates that the best way to do this is to 
rrurmc the local landscape, which meant 
that, m many areas, the local wildlife also 
benefited. Today, visual amenity is still a 
pnority in the design of landscape 
schemes, but now the needs of wildlife 
are considered as well. In general 
however, the attitude to wildlife in the 
early days of natural gas was to avoid. i.t 
and keep to the less ecologically sensitive 
areas. But, as will be seen, the attitude of 
wildlife to British Gas installations was ) 
quite the reverse. B Y the late 1970s, the corporation's J 

acreage had grown considerably 
and, with it, the awareness of its potential 
for nature conservation. By this time, the 
earliest installations were some 10 years 
old, their landscape schemes were 
established and the initial scars of 
construction had long since healed over. 
The engineers working at the sites began 
to tell of sitings of owls, deer and foxes, 
orchids began to sprout in grassy 
banks and birds' nests were built in the C> 

Marram grass has 
been planted to 
preserve the dunes on 
this remote Scottish 
coastline-the site of a 
natural gas coastal 
terminal. The area is 
al~o a haven for many 
wildflowers, including 
maritime sedge-an 
unusual sight so 
far north. 
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Beautifuel Gas! 
British gas has won a number of awards 

for the sensitivity of its architecture. 
So, when you think of the beauty of gas, 

don't just think of Britain's favourite clean, 
controllable, economical fuel; remember 
too the 'carefuel' way the gas people have 
worked and are working to preserve~ 
and protect our environment. • 

. British Gas,, 

The increasing popularity of gas is not only 
good news for our customers - it's good news ,. .,, 
for the environment, too. Because gas is the 
cleanest of fuels to bum. 
With gas now supplying over sixty 
per cent of all the heat used in 
British homes and almost a third of 
all the heat used by British industry, r"' -;.:--,._ 
this is important to all of us. ·· :1'4f ·' 

But clean air isn't the only beauty / 
of gas. Britain's gas transmission / 
network consists of over ten thousand 
miles of pipeline-all of it buried 
underground, where it doesn't spoil the 
countryside. And through the _ 
underground local mains system 
(a staggering 140,000 miles of it), 
gas is delivered direct to Britain's 
homes and factories; 
no tankers or pylons to 
spoil the view. 

Clean air and unspoilt countryside-from the Gas People. 
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most unusual places. Eventually, British 
Gas found itself sitting on some 30 small 
nature reserves scattered throughout the 
country. 

W hy should these sites be so. 
popular with wildlife? A typical 

British Gas site of perhaps 30 acres can 
be divided into three types of land. The 
core area is the operational land, 
consisting mainly of paved areas, stretches 
of gravel and closely mown grass around 
buildings, pipework, instrument enclosures 
and all the other items of modem gas 
engineering. It was the wildlife invasion of 
this area which caused most surpnse 
(and one or two minor problems). 
Birds in particular took full advantage, 

and now most installations have roosting 
and nesting sites scattered throughout 
their operational land. Swallows and 
flycatchers soon saw the advantages of 
the overhanging eaves of instrument . 
enclosures, and at one site in East Anglia, 
they were raising broods inside while 
anxious technicians were carefully 
painting the outside (in the end, both 
breeding and maintenance schedules 
were carried out uninterrupted). 
Crows have been known to build nests 

on tall, vertical pipework, using nothing 
but various grades of wire scavenged 
from around the working area of the site. 
Ringed plovers have raised broods in 
scrapes around a small reservoir a few 
yards from the main site gate. 
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Perhaps the most famous bird story is 
that of a colony of terns in north-east 
Scotland which deserted its normal 
breeding ground, an exposed dune slack, 
for the neighbouring British Gas site-an 
area of grass and gravel underlain with 
pipework. 

Surrounding the operational area is the 
'green zone' Part of this usually consists 
of the landscaped areas-normally 
woodland blocks of native trees and 
shrubs separated by rough grassland 
Some of the grassed areas may be 
fenced off for grazing by farmers' 
lives.ock (this reduces the amount of land 
taken from agriculture and makes use of 
the most efficient form of lawnmower), but 
others will be subjected to the very 
minimum of grass cutting; livestock are 
always prevented from entering the 
wooded areas. The result has been a 
steady and significant mcrease in the 
numbers and diversity of plants and 
animals. 
A site inspection of this green zone can, 

therefore, tum out to be a rather 
prolonged affair. It may start with the 
antics of a weasel bobbing and weaving 
through the grass stems before 
disappeanng down a hole, only to return 
again a few moments later. The nesting 
season is best avoided, as a visit then can 
be a heart-stopping affair. Partridges are 
literally underfoot, and although the 
skylark may be high overhead, its nest 
may be perilously near to hand or, rather, 

to wellington boot. 
At one site in East Anglia-a coastal 

terminal-some 24 bird species have 
been known to breed, including 
yellowhammers, yellow wagtails, 
meadow pipits, com buntings, wheatears 
and even a lesser redpoll, attracted by 
some young Scots pines In all, about 85 
species of bird have been noted here 
over a six- or seven-year period, using 
the site for roostmg, for feeding or as a 
migratory stopover. 

As spring progresses, the primroses. 
and cowslips by the site hedgerows finish 
flowering and the botamcal show passes 
to the wildflowers of the field, which find 
a haven from mtensive agriculture in the 
rough grassland between the blocks of 
young woodland or along fences and . 
hedgerows-mallows, cranesbills, trefoils, 
and vetches, charlock and poppies are 
just a small selection. On a site in 
Scotland, where the soil is poor and grass 
struggles to grow, there is a mass of wild 
pansies throughout the summer. Orchids, 
too, are taking a liking to British Gas land, 
and certainly a bee orchid and probably 
early purple orchids are flourishing on a 
couple of sites, the latter surrounded by a 
welter of pipework and valves well within 
the operational zone. 
No site visit is without mterest and 

variety Evidence of foxes, rabbits, hares 
and badgers is common. The insect life is 
rich: butterflies may range from peacocks 
and small tortoiseshells to gatekeepers, 
meadow browns, brimstones and large 
whites-nothing outstandingly rare, 
perhaps, but then, after all, these sites 
were origmally picked for their lack of 
conservation interest. While there are 
rarities, such as the unusual visit of a 
bluethroat to a terminal in East Anglia 
and an unusual orchid on an installation 
in north-east Scotland, the greatest 
interest lies in the variety and abundance 
of plants and animals which have made 
use of these areas of land. 

B ritish Gas has some outstanding 
advantages for wildlife conservation 

Nearly all the sites are in rural areas and 
so the supply of natural inhabitants is 
often very close by In addition, few 
people, apart from site staff, have reason 
to visit the installations, and the green 
zone outside the engineering core is 
seldom disturbed. Last, the land is 
managed with the minimum use of 
pesticides, and after the first few years, 
once the landscaping has become 
established, it is not unusual to have no 
chemicals at all used in a green zone. As 
a result, the wildlife populations on the 
land occupied by British Gas are 
probably now much greater than they 
were before the sites were built. 

Industrial side-effects are so often 
unpleasant Here at least is one which 
surely can be nothing but beneficial to 
British Gas and to Britain as a whole D 
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This is the last of our columns by 
Chris Ferris, the extraordinary noc 
turnal naturalist who has recorded 
the happenings in her study area- 
800 acres of typical British country 
side-for more than 15 years. Extracts 
from her diaries will be published by 
Michael Joseph this autumn. 

I have a tiny vase on my window-sill that 
one of my badgers dug out with earth 
from her sett and left in the spoil-heap 
outside. It's not very old,noris it modern. 
When I carried it home, on a Christmas 

·~ ?ay morning, I wondered just how it had got 
::; mto the sett. On and off I've wondered ever 
"' since. ' 
~ I watched when Lesley dug out the sett of the 

Wheatfield Bank. There was nothing haphazard 
about the work. Her wedge-shaped body, 
short, powerful legs and long claws had 
evolved for the job and for life underground. 
Digging was done with the front feet, the long 
foreclaws soon amassing a heap of dirt beneath 
the body, which archedup with each backward 
push. When enough was excavated, she would 
back away from the entrance, pushing some of 
the earth behind her and dragging back the rest 
by hugging it with her front legs. 
Lesley's 'earth' collection showed up too 

b~ghtly among the elmbrush for my peace of 
~d, and so each time she backed out, push 
mg the fresh earth to the edge of the heap, I 
took it trowelful by trowelful and laboriously 
spr~ad it out on to the ploughed field below, 
aruuous to hide all signs of her presence. 
In it I found-not surprisingly-empty 

wheat husks; also the tiny front 'hands' of a 
m?le, joined by a withered stretch of be furred 
s~. As she went deeper into the sett, my 
discoveries brought back memories of Jessie, 
another young sow of earlier years. Pieces of 
orange plastic gloves appeared, and a well 
chewed blue fertiliser bag that the farmer had 
used a few years ago as plough-markers for his 

land. (Little Jessie had had a passion for plastic, 
slavishly collecting the cast-off gloves of the 
women who worked on the fields.) But the 
strangest find of all, covered in dirt but still 
quite recognisable, was part of a sawn-off 
shotgun, the shortened barrel bearing teethmarks. 
Had the badger taken it down? Or had the 
owner pushed it down an entrance to hide it 
and then forgotten its exact location? 
It is thought that badgers 'wall up' their dead 

in disused parts of the sett-a difficult thing to 
prove, of course, though it might explain why 
old badger bones are sometimes found on spoil 
heaps when disused entrances are reopened. I 
have found such bones myself. 
One explanation may be that an old or sick 

badger will, like us, often seek the shelter of its 
own home in which to die. They are clean 
creatures and it is not hard to imagine a closed 
tunnel entombing a dead member. 
On the other hand, I have found bodies of 

very young cubs ( eg, two to three weeks old) 
left in bracken or in a hedgerow, some way 
from the sett. Last year, however, I witnessed 
something strange. These are my notes. 

Sunday 5 May. The sow badger cub died on 
my lap after being injured last night by a lamper's 
dog, which picked it up and shook it. Tonight I 
could tell immediately it was very sick 
shivering, in a crouched-down attitude, coat 
wet with sweat. Took off my pullover, and 
making a 'bed' ofiton my lap, watched the cub 

settle into it. The sow nosed it a little then 
went with her remaining offspring towards the 
field of oilseed rape shimmering under the 
moon. Know why they go there. Some time 
after the snow in February, a vehicle was 
bogged down on that field, leaving deep ruts in 
the soaked earth. The ruts have remained and 
contain water. ' 
It was much later, as I was quietly sitting 

there , that I realised the cub was dead. Had no 
idea of time, just content to sit and think on 
things, until a skylark began singing in the field 
below. Soon it would be first light, and the two 
badgers would return to their sett. Wondered 
what the sow's reaction would be. Would she 
stay with it a while or go to earth? 
The moment her nose touched the small 

corpse, she knew it was dead. Can't explain 
that statement, but I'm sure. Does death have 
a smell? I don't know. She stood there looking 
at me for so long that I spoke softly to her and 
touched her head. She came slightly above me 
on the sett slope and grasped the cub in her 
powerful jaws. Then she carried it in back 
"".ards, as they do with bedding, and so 
disappeared into the darkness of the tunnel. 

Strange things do turn up in spoil heaps, bones 
apart. One boar reopened a woodland sett that 
had been disused for many years. We had a 
spell ?f mild, damp weather and gradually, as 
the rughts passed , more and more tiny glazed 
and patterned fragments of tile appeared. Only 
two were of a size that revealed the true decora 
tion and firing. But enough to compare with 
that of other Romano-British settlements of 
this area. D 

Since August, when we published the first of 
Chris Ferris's true stories, seven out of the 14 
badgers in the 'Big Wood' have died. One sow 
i:vas sh?t, Sam was killed by a car, and five, 
including Lesley, were taken or fatally injured 
by lampers. But one sow which was mauled 
by a lurcher recovered after first aid and 
antibiotics and, this spring, has produced 
cubs of her own. 
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F or more than a year I have been 
observing a pack of four captive Por 
tuguese wolves in a 10,000-square 
metre enclosure in the beautiful 
game reserve at Mafra, near Lisbon. 

I have been struck by their friendliness, 
tolerance, individuality, sociability, 'good 
sense' and physical beauty. But I can never 
forget that they are still the victims of medieval 
prejudice and regarded by most of the rural 
population as vermin. . 

Until recently, little was known about their 
life in the wild, except that their numbers had 
been drastically reduced over the past 50 years 
by loss of habitat and prey species, e_specially 
deer and by hunting and persecution. The 
habitat loss is a result of changes in land use 
and an expanding human population; wanton 
deforestation and arson have not helped. 
As for hunting, the Portuguese wolves are 

partially protected by game laws. They may be 
tracked and shot with a rifle from October to 
December, and hunted in drives, or batidas , 
using beaters, guns and dogs, in January 
and February. 
In one small area, an experimental scheme 

allows them to be lured to a bait and shot from 
ambush. This exercise operates under strict 
rules that include expensive licences, and its 
object is to present the wolf to the local popula 
tion as a source of revenue that is worthy of 
preservation. But in reality, hunting goes on all 
year round and by all means, including traps 
and poison. Pups are clubbed to death m their 
dens or taken and sold into urban captivity. 
The size of the problem is apparent from the 

fact that there are now 350,000 licensed hun 
ters and only 300 rangers to control them. And 
the rangers, ill-equipped and under-paid, can 
do very little; their morale is low and, because 
the law does not protect them, they are 
intimidated. 
There are two causes of popular resentment. 

First, the wolf is supposed to be a danger to 
humans (not that any attack has ever been con 
firmed and there is no rabies this side of the 
Pyren~es). Second, wolves attack livestock, 
particularly sheep and goats. This is true, but is 
the result ofloss of natural prey, itself the result 
of Joss of habitat, overhunting by humans, and 
poaching. And if the presence of wolves is to be 
accepted, some predation on flocks must be 
tolerated-and paid for. 

In 1982, the Dutch mammalogist J L van 
Haaften, in collaboration with Portuguese 
biologists, spent 10 months in the forests of 
north-eastern Portugal tracking wolves. which 
had been fitted with radio-collars. One of his 

notable observations was that they prefer to 
hunt at night and to rest during the day. Given 
that the flocks are enclosed at night, predation 
on livestock must be limited, unless lack of 
natural prey forces the wolves to hunt by 
day. 
Dr van Haaften was also able to verify that 

these wolves no longer hunt in packs, but alone 
or in pairs and over a longer period and a 
greater area. Reports suggest that this is now 
the general rule. 
When accompanied by their young-which 

are now forced to disperse far too early-they 
may be seen in threes and fours and, very 
occasionally, in groups of up to six, and they 
can be territorial or nomadic, according to cir 
cumstances. This is an adaptation to the lack of 
large prey (it is more efficient to hunt rabbits 
alone) and to intense human persecution. As it 
happens, such a life-style is relatively healthy, 
it helps prevent the spread of disease but it also 
means that when both parents are out hunting, 
the pups are alone in the den and at the mercy 
of humans or even wild boars, which some 
times invade and destroy them. 

D r van Haaften's studies, and earlier 
ones by the Portuguese biologists C M 
Magalhiies and F Petrucci-Fonseca, 

have revealed that the wolves' diet consists 
mostly of sheep and goat, with progressively 
smaller amounts of rabbit, hare, roe deer (the 
main prey item under normal circumstances) 
and dog. They also eat fruit, plant matter 
and garbage. 
The Iberian wolf-for the Portuguese and 

Spanish wolves form one population-is a 
subspecies of the grey wolf Canis lupus and is 
known as C. l. signatus. Its coat, which is not 
as thick as that of more northerly European 
wolves, varies from shades of grey through 
ochre to buff and russet brown. Its ears are longer 
and russet at the back. There is a distinctive 
whitish patch round the muzzle and throat and 
a dark streak down the forelegs. 
It is hard to know how many Iberian wolves 

remain. No reliable survey has been carried 

Far left: A two-year-old alpha male in 
his summer coat. Left: This wolf has 
been snared round the neck, ready to 
be fitted with a radio collar-a traumatic 
experience Above: Collared but free 
Right: A Spanish neighbour in typical 
brush habitat. All Iberian wolves have 
a whitish patch round the muzzle, a dark 
streak down each foreleg and russet 
backed, longish ears. 

out, and present calculations are based on the 
number killed each year. But information given 
to me by biologists, foresters and rangers 
suggests that reported killings are at least 
equalled by unreported ones, and comparison 
with the situations in other countries suggests 
that at least 30 per cent of the population is 
killed each year. If this is true, there are pro 
bably only 150 wolves left in Portugal. 
The Spanish biologist Ramon Grande del 

Brio estimates that the population in Spain is 
between 500 and 600. I believe that a total of 
700 wolves for the Iberian peninsula would not 
be too far off the mark-perhaps even rather 
optimistic. And, alarmingly, the proportion of 
young animals appears to be very high. 
The Portuguese part of the population is 

distributed roughly as follows: in the Peneda 
Geres National Park area in the north-west 
about 10 animals-the survivors of a much 
larger group decimated mainly by poisoning; a 
small number in the central districts of Vila 
Real, Viseu and Guarda· and the rest mostly in 
the north-eastern part' of Tras-os-Montes 
(Beyond-the-Mountains). These sections are 
not isolated from one another. 
In Spain, the greater part of the population is 

located in Galicia over the northern border, 
and along part of the eastern border (Leon and 
Zamora); there is a very small, isolated group 
to the north-east of Madrid and a larger one 
inhabiting the Sierra Morena from near Cordoba 
to the Portuguese frontier. Because of their 
isolation, these small enclaves may not survive 
much longer. 
. The research initiated by van Haaften and 

his colleagues has been carried out in the Serra 
da Nogueira, near Braganca, where there is a 
game reserve in which hunting is forbidden. 
The mountain range, which rises to 1,3 I 9m, is 
undulating and covered with scrub oak, 
patches of conifers and birch and an under 
growth of broom and bracken' but it is cut by 
deep gullies and ravines which makes tracking 
difficult. Like almost e~ery 'wild' part of Por 
tugal, rt contains small villages surrounded by 
cultivated land from which shepherds lead 

BBC WILDLIFE MARCH 1986 



their small flocks to pasture. 
When study began, the wolves were trapped 

and_ anaesthetised before being fitted with 
radio-collars. Now they are usually snared 
(snares are cheaper than traps which, in any 
case, are apt to be stolen by poachers). But, 
howe_ver the wolves are caught, they are 
surpns~ngly docile when handled, although 
very fnghtened. 
Of the seven wolves radio-collared during 

the first two years of the WWF programme, one 
was recaptured (and died), two were shot, and 
contact was lost with the other four. One of the 
casualties-a yearling male-was collared in 
February 1984 and shot in April by a Spanish 
guard over the border, some 40km away. It had 
been fitted with the old-type collar which does 
not allow for growth, and over the two months, 
his flesh had grown over the collar. This 
mistake-the result of inexperience-not only 
caused avoidable suffering but must also have 
affected the wolfs subsequent behaviour. 

Several feeding-sites have been established 
~ear the highest part of the range, to facilitate 
apture and also to relieve pressure on live 
stock. It is, however by no means certain that 
th ' e previous attacks on sheep have all been 
made by wolves. In the mountains of Peneda- 

Geres, for example, compensation paid to 
shepherds who suffered losses from predation 
amounted in one year to £57,000-enough to 
provide 2.5kg of meat a day for each of 100 
wolves. But with no more than 12 wolves in the 
area, most of the deaths must have been due to 
natural causes or feral dogs. 

' ... these wolves 
no longer hunt in packs, 

but alone 
or in pairs and over a longer 
period and a greater area., 

There are thought to be about 150,000 
abandoned or stray dogs in Portugal, many of 
them in the wolf zones. If wolves were exter 
minated, feral dogs would occupy their niche 
and would do far more damage, attacking 
livestock, entering villages and probably 
spreading disease. And while wolves offer no 
threat to man, a pack of large, wild dogs is 
another matter. 
Since the establishment of feeding sites, no 

major attacks on flocks have been reported, 
and now more sites are being set up in and 

beyond the reserve. But the danger is that this 
could alter the wolfs biology, turning a predator 
into a scavenger. The meat put down can be 
poisoned-as sites are not guarded-and the 
scheme provides food for feral dogs at the 
wolves' expense. These sites could also be 
exploited by unscrupulous hunters. 
Nevertheless, feeding sites are a temptingly 

easy solution to the problem because the threat 
to livestock is the only valid argument that can 
be brought against conserving the wolf. 
The shepherds affected are hard-working 

men and their flocks constitute their entire 
capital. Their general attitude towards wolves 
is philosophical but hard. Despite the fact that 
they regard wolves as elemental forces like 
storms and blizzards, all shepherds are fi~rcely 
anti-w?lf, except when, as in the Geres, they 
are paid compensation. 
On one of my visits to the feeding-sites, I 

and my ranger-guide passed a shepherd herd 
ing his flock in mist and driving rain. He had a 
large dog with him, fitted with a spiked collar. 
Such guard dogs will confront wolves and are a 
good match for them. But they are not trained 
and are inadequately fed, and so they leave 
their flocks to hunt, eating at feeding sites or 
even killing roe deer. t> 
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Long-term conservation of the wolf popula 
tion does not lie in the proliferation of feeding 
sites but in the protection and increase in 
numbers of natural prey, especially roe deer, in 
the restoration of as much of the habitat as is 
reasonable and in the adequate protection of 
flocks at night. But to do this, we need more 
rangers, better-paid, sustained by adequate 
laws and equipped to deal with delinquent 
hunters and with poachers, who are not usually 
local people but come out by night from the 
towns. 
. I have made four trips to the area of the feed 
mg sites, at different times of the year, but 
neither there nor in suitable habitat in other 
Parts of the country have I ever seen a wolf in 
the wild. Even my ranger-guide at Braganca 
had only twice seen a wolf. 

To see wolves, it is necessary to live in the 
Woods, as Dr van Haaften did; after IO 
months, he was able to distinguish 14 indi 
viduals. The shepherds sometimes see them, 
and it is they who know where the dens are. All 
who have seen wolves remark on their 
intelligence, and the shepherds complain that 
~e animals always know when a man is carry 
mg a gun and react accordingly. 

I n view of the urgency of the situation,.pr? 
gress in research is slow, and this is 
because of lack of money, personnel and 

equipment. There are parallels to the situation 
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in Italy, but there the area available to wolves 
is far greater and wilder. 

The problems of attacks on livestock, of 
undisciplined hunters and of feral dogs are 
common to both Portugal and Spain. The exis 
tence of wolf/ dog hybrids, which has been con 
firmed in Italy, is suspected in Portugal. But 
while the problem of public relations-absolutely 
vital in countries where man and wolf must 
adapt to each other (and it is man who has, so 
far, failed to adapt)-has been ignored in 

Iberia, it has been squarely faced in Italy. 
There, the wolf park in the Abruzzi attracts 
thousands of visitors, the wolf population has 
almost doubled in 10 years, and there is a much 
deeper and wider understanding of this 
maligned animal. But when making this com 
parison one must remember that conservation 
problems in Portugal have been overshadowed 
by other urgent social and economic ones. 
The conservation of the Iberian wolf seems 

to rest upon four pillars. First, the intensive 
development of public awareness (many people 
do not know that there are any wolves here, 
others believe that there are hundreds, and 
very few know what a wolf is really like). 
Second, cooperation with Spain. Third, proper 
compensation for shepherds with reasonable 
claims. And last but not least, enforcement of 
the laws (there are so many infringements that 
appropriate fines alone would probably pay for 
everything else). 
The National Service of Parks and Reserves 

has recently proposed a long-overdue National 
Conservation Plan. It is in the context of such 
an initiative that the valiant Iberian wolf may, 
perhaps, be saved from extinction. 0 

Robert Lyle, a freelance writer and amateur 
ethologist, is a founding member of Grupo 
Lobo (wolf group). He has lived in Por 
tugal for 25 years, and is now working with 
Portuguese biologist Francisco Petrucci- 
Fonseca on a history of the wolf in Portugal. 
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REVIEWS 
Soft shell 

I never thought I'd live to say this, and don't take it as a 
precedent, but I saw a movie 

the other day which cheered me 
up. I wasn't rolling around in the 
aisles, you understand, but I 
came out of the cinema more 
cheerful than I went in, feeling 
that Homo sapiens was getting a 
bit more sapient after all. 

The film was Turtle Diary. 
Now, "a robin redbreast in a 
cage/Puts all Heaven in a rage," 
but by and large turtles swimming 
around in a tank don't excite the 
citizenry to protest, and for many 
the word 'turtle' brings an instant 
response of 'soup' and nothing 
more. Turtle Diary, however, 
gets Glenda Jackson to ask us 
what a turtle which should be liv 
ing in the wide ocean has done to 
be locked up in an aquarium 
prison for 30 years, and whether 
we shouldn't let the poor beast 
out. 

That is what Miss Jackson, as 
a nervy, gawky, written-out 

Glenda Jackson and Ben Kingsley with their turtle charge. 

writer and illustrator of children's 
animal books, and Mr Kingsley, 
as a defeated-by-life assistant in a 
bookshop, set out to do. They are 
aided by Michael Garnbon as the 
head aquarium keeper, the fatherly 
sort of keeper we'd all choose if 
we had to live in a zoo. Miss 
Jackson arid Mr Kingsley succeed 
in stealing the turtles from Lon 
don Zoo (very decent of the zoo 
to be portrayed as the villain in 
such a romp) and driving them 
down to the West Country to 
swim away into an Atlantic 
sunset. 

The plot is absurd, of course, 
but Harold Pinter's script makes 

us suspend our disbelief until we 
are several hundred yards down 
the road from the cinema, and 
even then he leaves us with that 
joyous feeling that some things 
might, after all, go right, even in 
the real world. 

Turtle Diary is a very gentle, 
very British, comedy; the scenes 
and characters are recognisably 
those of 1980s London. As the 
first production of United British 
Artists, it has people-Eleanor 
Bron; Nigel Hawthorn, Rosemary 
Leach-playing bit-parts who 
would star anywhere else. 

That isn't the reason why I left 
the cinema cheered up. The 

ITV 
The Ark: Wednesdays at 

4.45pm (series starts on 5th). 
See page 118. 

Seal Morning: Sundays at 5pm 
(Grampian, STV, TSW and 
Yorkshire at 4.30pm). See 
page 111. 

Bellamy's Bugle: Thursdays at 
4.25pm. David Bellamy holds 
forth on an environmental 
topic for children. 

Survival wildlife programmes are 
shown regionally. Check TV 
Times for details. 
Central Television 
Eco: Monday 24th at 10.30pm. 

Effects of the new M40 link. 
TSW 
Amoebas to Zebras: Wednes 

days at 6.30pm. Quiz. 

30th at 7.15pm. A portrait of 
Japan's northernmost island 
following a family of foxes. ' 

Banks Florilegeum: Saturday 
1st at 1pm. The work of 
botanist Joseph Banks. 

The Face of the Deep (rep): 
Saturday 15th at lpm. 
Explores the myriad of tiny 
marme organisms. 

cheering thing about Turtle Diary 
is that it is about animals and peo 
ple, and the people are setting 
animals free. It isn't all that many 
years ago when any film about 
animals and people would have 
been about people catching 
animals to imprison them in 
zoos, the relationship one of fear 
and savagery on both sides. 
We've made a little progress. 
In the story, Miss Jackson's 

writer and Mr Kingsley's book 
shop assistant, in freeing the tur 
tles from their aquarium prison 
free themselves from their own 
prisons of loneliness, of empti 
ness, of failure. And that, as 
many people who have taken up 
good causes have discovered, is 
just what does happen. A story 
with a moral at the movies? 
Whatever will they think of 
next? BILL CATER 

Channel 4 
WORLD WISE '86: An 

environmental festival. A 
second season of programmes 
and films celebrating the 
natural world and man's 
relationship with it. 

Patterns of Life: Sundays at 
7.15pm. 2nd, Home sweet 
hole-animal architecture. 
9th, It's a frog's life. 16th, 
Birth of the bees. 23rd, 
Flights of fancy-insects. 

Lords of Hokkaido: Sunday 

Radio 4 
The Countryside in Spring: 

Saturday 8th at 3.30pm; 
repeated 12th at 1 l.03am. 
Includes a visit to the largest 
bat colony in Britain. 

The Natural History 
Programme: Thursdays at 
9.05pm; repeated Sundays at 
4.30pm. 

The Living World: Tuesdays at 
1 l.33am; repeated Saturdays 
at 5.05pm. 

Natural Selection: Fridays at 
1 l.48am. 

World Service Radio 
Nature Notebook: Wednesdays 

at 12.15pm; Thursdays at 
6.30am and 1 l .30pm 

Just Like You and Me (.first 
broadcast on Radio 4)· 
Mondays 3rd, 10th ~d 17th 
at 4.45pm; repeated Tuesdays 
4th, 11th and 18th at 9pm 
and Wednesdays Sth, 12th 

TURTLE DIARY, a United British 
Artists/Britannic production for CBS/ 
Rank, will soon be on show in selected 
areas throughout the country. Adapted 
from the novel by Russell Hoban. 
Screenplay by Harold Pinter. Executive 
producer: Peter Snell. Director: John 
Irvin. Producer: Richard Johnson. 

Please note that 
programme schedules are 
subject to last-minute 
changes. Check details 
with Radio Times and 

TV Times. 

BB Cl 
The Living Isles: Sundays at 

5 .40pm. The final 
programmes in the series look 
at man's effects on landscapes 
and wildlife. 2nd, Sheltering 
with man. 9th, New 
landscapes. 

The Really Wild Show: 
Tuesdays at 4.40pm. 
Fast-moving series for young 
people. 

BBC2 
Discovering Animals: 

Thursdays at 6.50pm. 6th, 
Tony Soper looks at the 
domestication of cats and 
dogs. 

Nature: Sundays at 8.05 pm. 
Topical news and views (see 
page 141). 

Bellamy's New World (rep): 
Thursdays at 12.45pm. David 
Bellamy explores America. 
6th, Harvest and hay days. 
13th, Diamonds and the 
world's best friend. 

and 19th at 11.15am. Animal 
anecdotes from Johnny 
Morris. 

Schools programmes 
Radio4 VHF 
Conservation-Now! (for 9- to 

12-year-olds): Fridays at 
l 1.20am. 7th, Birds of 
prey-the kestrel story. 14th, 
Save the ponds. 21st, Easter 
is on the way. 

Looking at Nature (for 7- to 9- 
year-olds): Wednesdays at 
2.05pm. 5th, Spring spotter's 
guide-all about frogs. 12th, 
Spn"ng awakening. 19th, The 
first warm day. 

BBC2 
Exploring Science (for 11- to 

13-year-olds): Tuesdays at 
2.40pm; repeated Thursdays 
at 10.38am. 4th (rep. 6th), 
Living Underwater. 11th 
(rep. 13th), Stars. 18th (rep. 
20th), Solving the energy 
problem? 

Let's See (for 7- to 8-year-olds): 
Tuesdays at 1.38pm; repeated 
Wednesdays at I 1.l 7am. 4th 
(rep. 5th), The sea: life on 
the rocks. 

Thinkabout (for 5- to 7-year 
olds): Mondays at l l.22am; 
repeated Thursdays at 
9.58am. 17th (rep. 20th), 
Eggs-the hatching of a 
duckling. 
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The terrible brainstorm 
FAR FROM PARADISE 
By John Seymour and Herbert Girardet 
BBC Publications 
216pp, £9.50, ISBN 0 563 20357 9(hb) 

I n the beginning, when everybody was a 
bushman, the world was an occasionally 
temperamental but basically good-hearted 

place that, with a little appeasement and 
encouragement, provided more or less free 
room and board and plenty of time and scope 
for singing and dancing and mating and think 
ing and talking and telling stories, and 'work', 
such as it was, consisted of making useful 
things like huts or baskets, or going out every 
now and then for a bit of hunting, fishing, 
gathenng and territorial display. 
This world was not much bigger than was 

necessary to support a group of 30 or 40 people, 
but it was infinitely intricate (there were other 
Worlds beyond the hills some with inhabitants th , b at were a lot like people too, but they were 
est left alone except as a source of fresh 

mates). Just how the human capacity for 
awareness, analysis and order was put to work 
in real life can still be seen today in those rare 
cobwebby comers of nature inadvertently 
unsucked by the Hoover of civilisation; in Far f~t Paradise.Herbert Girardet quotes Claude 

vi-Strauss on the newly discovered Negntos 
of the Philippines· 
th ''.~other characteristic of N egrito life ... is 
err mexhaustible knowledge of the plant and 

~umal kingdom ... Many times have I seen a 
. d e~to who, when not being certain of the 
f e_ntification of a particular plant, will taste the 
rurt smell the leaves break and examine the 
stem, comment upon i~s habitat and only after 
all f hi ' knoi t is, pronounce whether he did or did not 
ow the plant." 

be;hi:. is exactly what Adam and Eve had 
h n grven instructions to do before they ate 
t e apple of knowledge and left Eden to beget 
an arable farmer and a stockman. And, 
uncannily, it all happened about 10,000 years 
~go, not appreciably farther in the past than the 
undamentalists say it did (where they go 

wr · hrong is to forget that the Old Testament is a 
c onicle of civilisation not natural history, 
and that, as such, it telescopes drastically 
everything that went before). 

. ~fter three million years of living peaceably 
~it the Planet Earth man and woman-who 
~ the last 90 per c~nt of that time had not 
c anged physically, had the same brain, had 
:P~sable thu_mbs, had language, had tool 
t aking capacity, had everything they've got 
oday-suddenly and simultaneously in three 
~r four disparate places decided to quit living in 
armony with their home and to start literally 

~~uee_zing it dry-to farm it, to mine it, latterly 
b . poison it, to do anything to it that would 
f nn_g about an exchange of long-term security 
or instant gratification . Now, after the final 

one three-hundredth of mankind's total tenancy, 
the process of destruction is almost complete, 
and Seymour and Girardet offer a retrospec 
tive on the terrible brainstorm. 

It's enough to make you believe that a 
human-specific neurological virus got loose or 
that some Von Daniken extraterrestrials indeed 
did drop down, teach our ancestors a couple of 
tricks and then depart, leaving them with lots of 
powerful crumbs of knowledge unleavened by 
any advice on how to see in the wide scale and 
the long term. It's not just ignorance. The very 
first 'W estem' civilisation, that of the Mesopota 
mians, turned itself and its once-lush double 
delta into a soil-less desert not entirely because 
of farming, mining, deforestation, erosion, 
overpopulation, war and pollution, but also 
because the farmers of Ur, Eridu, Jericho, 
Nineveh, Babylon and the other new cities 
didn't drain their irrigated land, even though 
they knew-and Sumerian treatises on the 
subject survive today-that, if they didn't, the 
evaporating water would drag up salts from the 
subsoil and gradually render the topsoil 
sterile. 

S o why didn't they drain? Because the 
benefits would only be appreciated by 
anonymous future generations, and 

installation now was more than a farmer, up to 
his neck in debt (agriculture started, apparen 
tly, as it meant to continue), could afford this 
year. Maybe when the price of barley went up 
again ... Seymour visits Warkha, once Uruk, 
a Sumerian city of fabulous wealth. "I wished I 
could have had, standing next to me, a 
Sumerian farmer from about 2500 BC. I 
wished I could have seen his expression as he 
looked upon that blasted ruin and the miles of 
desert about it. I would have liked to have 
asked him, 'Did you expectthis to happen?"' 
Today salinisation everywhere is still ruining 
more land than irrigation can water. And still 
for the same reason. 

Seymour and Girardet are themselves farmers, 
and so Far from Paradise is not some urban 
foray into the countryside to kick the_ yokels. 
Indeed, it is the city-based monocultuns'.5 who 
are the current rapists of the Earth (it was 
absentee-!andlordism that desiccated-to name 
but one defunct civilisation-Rome). The 
authors Jove farming and they know that it is 
possible to collect topsoil instead of wasting it, 
to recreate a relatively self-supporting eco- 

REVIEWS 
Dirt to dust. Sahelians amidst 
their former topsoil 

system, to leave something for 
the future, and to make money. 
Not to get rich necessarily, but to 
eat well and keep reasonably 
happy. 
Early this century man seemed 

to have begun, perhaps uncon 
sciously, to recognise that his 
existence, and that of his precious 
civilisation-his Shakespeares 

and steam engines and economic theories and 
czars and parliaments and armies and empires- 
depended ultimately on the soil, and it was the 
farmer's job to keep it-in Seymour's words 
"in good heart". 
. And then,just when we had approached the 
limit of the planet's carrying capacity, just 
when we had nearly learnt to live without that 
luxury enjoyed by the ancients and with the 
discovery of America, by the relative ~oderns 
ie, the existence of places to move on to after 
the soil formerly underfoot had all washed or 
blown away-just then, along came chemi 
cals. The neurological virus that we caught 
from the apple-of-a-little-knowledge went into 
a brand-new phase of its life-cycle and convin 
ced us that artificial fertilisers and poisons were 
better than humus and that soil was no longer 
necessary-and we now flush the stuff into the 
sea at a rate of 75 billion tons a year. The 
world's richest agricultural area, the place that 
always comes to the rescue of failed five-year 
plans in the East and the death of the Earth in 
the South-this is the midwestem US-will 
run out of topsoil by about 20 IO ... 

Seymour bravely maintains that in the 
meantime economics will once again make 
"biological" farming a better short-term pro 
position. Well, we might as well hope so, 
because one thing is certain: if economics 
doesn't come to the rescue, the generation after 
next will be the last to bear the curse of 
Adam. 
Far from Paradise is, of course, based on 

the television series, but I may be unusual in 
having read the book without having seen the 
show. I hope it was good and didn't bore any 
body, but I can guarantee that the book is lucid 
disturbing and gripping. There are two fin~ 
minds and good souls at work here and the 
interpretation of history as a byproduct of dirt 
makes more sense than any other interpreta 
tion I have heard-from morality to feminism 
to capital to dialectical materialism (all these 
theories always assume resources to be 
either irrelevant or inexhaustible). 
If for some reason you only have time for 

one chapter, take the soil argument as read and 
go straight to Seymour's 'The Plight of the 
Animals'. Here is the human schizophrenia 
encapsulated. No one could read this and still 
cling to the categorial nonsense that conserva 
tion is somehow divorceable from animal 
welfare. DAVID HELTON 
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Man's passengers 
NATURALIZED MAMMALS OF THE 
WORLD 
By Sir Christopher Lever 
Longman 
487pp, £40, ISBN 0 582 46056 5(hb) 

''M an is an inveterate and incorri~ 
ible meddler." This rs how Sir 
Christopher Lever introduces a 

fascinating compilation of the deliberate and 
inadvertent shuttling around the world of 
mammal species, some 200 of which have 
been displaced. Add all the birds, fishes, 
insects, plants and other life forms-germs 
included-which have been similarly transported, 
and you will appreciate the enormity of this 
'general post' with nature. 

I enjoyed browsing through this bo_ok, but I 
was saddened by its catalogue of follies. As a 
general rule, a species lives in equilibrium with 
its natural surroundings, but shift it to a new 
place and it might die out or it might run riot. 
And it might do anything in between: one con 
sistency about the results of introductions is 
that they are almost impossible to predict. It 
took 71 years to get rabbits established in 
Australia-and now look at them. 

Sir Christopher Lever is an expert on the 
history of our inveterate and incorrigible 
meddling, and the bulk of the text consists of 
accounts of how the many species of mammals 
have arrived, often with assisted passage, at 
their new homes. It is to be hoped that these 
stories, and the warnings that go with them, 
will be read by people who still publish wildly 
inaccurate statements on the subject. One 
inescapable conclusion is that, once a species 
has become naturalised, it is more than likely 
to become a pest and will be almost impossible 
to eradicate. But the attempt must be made. 
Shooting goats and poisoning cats may be 
unpleasant, but they can annihilate small pop 
ulations of rare island species, and there will 
never be a shortage of goats and cats. 
It comes as something of a surprise that one 

third of the species of mammals living in the 
British Isles are human-assisted immigrants. 
Most are now accepted as part of our wild 
fauna but many are considered pests. The 
most 'contentious of these is the American 
mink, and in reading about its status in the 
British Isles I found what I consider to be the 
book's shortcoming. I would have liked more 
discussion of the biology of all the species in 
question and effects of their introductions, 
along with possible solutions to the problems 
they pose. 
The rather acrimonious debate that once 

took place on the effects of naturalised mink 
has spilled on to these pages, where the opinions 
of "academic scientists" are contrasted with 
"practical experience". It would have been 
useful to have had more details on, and full 
references to, studies of mink, and of other 
species. ROBERT BURTON 

This picture by Faith Outerbridqa, aged 12, from 
Bermuda, is one of many contributions from the 
young people of 70 countries to Cry for Our 
Beautiful World, edited by Helen Exley and 

published by Exley at £11.95 The other 
illustrations, together with poems and prose, 

make a powerful plea for a halt to the destruction 
of our natural world. 

Just Published 
THE ARCTIC WORLD. Prin 
cipal writer and photographer: 
Fred Bruemmer; general editor: 
Dr William E Taylor, Jr. Sierra 
Club Books. 256pp, $39.95, ISBN 
087156 842 X(hb). Large-format 
book illustrated with 130 colour 
and IOO black and white photos 
and containing descriptions by six 
polar experts of the ways plants 
and animals, including man, have 
adapted to the Arctic environment. 
Contact: Sierra Club Books, 730 
Polk Street; San Francisco, CA 
94109, USA. 
BLOODY IVORY. Filmed and 
directed bv Simon Trevor and pro 
duced bv ·Bill Travers and Simon 
Trevor.- Swan Video. Highly 
acclaimed account of one man's 
fight to save the animals ofKenya's 
Tsavo National Park from slaughter 
by poachers. First shown as a 
World About Us Special. The 
video is available at a special 
reduced price of£14.99 (inc. p&p) 
for BBC WILDLIFE readers only. 
Write to Swan Productions Lid, 
Gamekeepers Cottage, South Holm 
wood, Surrey RH5 4LW, stating 
VHS or BETA (cheques only, pav 
ab/e to Swan Productions Ltd). 

It shows, for instance, that the Nature Con 
servancy was so alarmed at the effect of 
pesticides such as organochlorines ( eg, DDT 
and dieldrin) that it pressed the government for 
a legal system of controls as long ago as 1960. 
(In fact no such comprehensive law was 
introduced until 1985-as the Food and 
Environment Protection Bill.) 
Sheail also gives us some idea of how the 

diminutive band of scientists in the Nature 
Conservancy-including Norman Moore, Ian 
Prestt and Derek Ratcliffe-had to fight tooth 
and nail to get their colleagues in the Ministry 
of Agriculture to accept the need for effective 

. restrictions on pesticides. All this of course, 
went on behind closed doors. Ratcliffe (now 
Chief Scientist at the NCC) later described 
how "some of us had our first experience of 
scientists playing politics, and we learned how 
vicious a vested interest can be. It was clearly 
in many people's interests, one way or another, 
to believe that the wildlife conservationists 
were talking nonsense, and they left no stone 
unturned in trying to establish this. Every new 
paper with more evidence was gone over with a 
fine-tooth comb, to see what flaws could be 
found. 
"Some of the toughest opposition came, not 

surprisingly, from the agrochemical industry's 
own scientists, but certain members of the 
Government's agricultural establishment were 
well to the fore. Tactics at times resembled 
those of the courtroom rather than the scientific 

Slow poisoners 
PESTICIDES AND NATURE 
CONSERVATION: 
The British Experience 1950-1975 
By John Sheail 
Clarendon Press, Oxford 
276pp, £20, ISBN 0 19 854150 3(hb) 

D id you know that on 18 April 19 5 6 the magazine Sport and Country carried 
a full-page Shell Chemicals advertise 

ment appealing to "anti-pigeon pioneers" to 
use the pesticide Dieldrex (containing dieldrin) 
against birds? Not surprisingly, Shell refused 
to let John Sheail reproduce the ad in this book. 
Fortunately, he still tells the tale, along with 
many other revealing facts about the struggle to 
limit the impact of pesticides on British 
wildlife. Although this is an academic book it 
will be immensely useful to any student of 
British environment policy or the pesticides 
issue. 
John Sheail is a historian employed in the 

Government's Institute of Terrestrial Ecology 
(ITE ). He has had unique access to "papers 
that survive in the Conservancy's registry and 
the files of individual scientists". As most of 
these are normally covered by the Official 
Secrets Act and the Thirty- Year Rule, this 
book gives a rare glimpse under the Whitehall 
secrecy blanket. 
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LIFE AT THE WATER'S 
EDGE. A slide-tape pack pro 
duced by the International Centre 
for Conservation Education at 
~~(inc. p&p), in support of the 
. F/IUCN wetland conserva 
tion programme. Contains an illus 
trated script by Richard Kershaw 
to accompany the taped narration 
~d 80 colour slides. Contac/ 
onservaiion Education Services 

~td: . ICCE, Greenfield House, 
llilll'lg Power, Gloucestershire 

GL54 STZ. 
NEW ZEALAND IN THE 
~ILD, by Stephen Barnett. 
off117s New Zealand J28pp 

fZ$19.95~ ISBN 0 00 217562 
(pb). An Illustrated A-Z of native 
and. introduced birds mammals 
re t 1 ' ' ~ 1 es and . amphibians. Colour 
~itos. Available from Coffins, 

Z 
Box I, Auckland New 

eafand. ' 
PRIME SITES FOR NATURE 
CONSERVATION IN SHROP 
ShHIRE: A Review, 1985. Shrop 
s ire Trus1for Nature Conservation. 
~~P~summarv version, £3-fuff 
s~OI/ (prices inc. p&p). Includes 

Sis and other sites designated by 
the STNC as being important at a 
~ounty level. Line drawings and 

A
iagrams. Available from STNC, 
gncu/ture House, Barker Street, 

Shrewsburv SY! /QP. 

Events 
Conservation in Madagascar. Zoo 
logical Society of London seminar. 
4 March at 4pm in the Seminar 
Room, Nuffield Laboratories, ZSL. 
Contact: Dr Keith Hodges or Dr 
Philippa Saunders, Institute of 
Zoology, ZSL, London NWI. 
Herbicides and the Quality of 
Life. Lecture organised by the 
Institute of Biology of Ireland. 5 
March at Maynooth College, 
County Kildare. Contact: Dr J P 
Hillis, Fisheries Research Centre, 
Abbotstown, Castleknock, Dublin 
15, Ireland. 
Israel Seen Through the Eyes of 
British Photographers. Includes 
contributions from Lord Snowdon 
and Patrick Lichfield, with wildlife 
photography by Eric and David 
Hosking. 7 March to 4 April at 
Selfridge's, Oxford Street, London. 
Upland Afforestation-Future 
Policies. BANC North seminar. 
13 March at University ofNewcastle 
upon- Tyne. Contact: Rick Minter, 
20 Clayton Road, Jesmond, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE2 4RP. 
The Seasons. Exhibition portray 
ing the British countryside by 
wildlife artists John Reaney and 

deb · ating chamber. There were tedious argu- 
ments about the nature of proof and the validity 
of circumstantial evidence. The attempts to 
~~-ny the effects of pesticides on wild raptors 

b
irds of prey) descended now and then to 

0 scurantism." 
D While evidence around the world led to 
aftDT and dieldrin being banned in one country 
er another, Britain's Agriculture Ministry 

~as able to stifle reforms for several decades. 
b nly aA:er mountains of scientific evidence had 
een amassed were voluntary withdrawals 

gradually introduced. 
. Sheail's book shows the British scientific 

civil service at its worst dominated by the 
~ested interests of indust;ies it is supposed to 
elp control, incapable of swift action to pro- 

tect the . 1. environment remote from pub ic 
accou t bili ' n a 1 uy and blissfully unaware of any 
need f · N or it. The book also shows how the 
ature Conservancy laboured under enor 

mous practical difficulties (for example it took 
a full · ' year to get an addled peregrine egg 
~alysed for dieldrin and DDT-which it was 
All _of), while the vastly larger Ministry of 
. gnculture blithely ignored its advice even 
issuing b . ' a ooklet encouraging gardeners to 
use DDT 
th If there.were more books like this one, and 
Bey were more widely read then perhaps 
ntain's arthritic procedures for environment 

pr~ection could be galvanised into action and 
re rbished to produce something on the lines 

REVIEWS 

. Short-ea;ed owl in heather-one of the photographs 
in Kodaks exhibition. Britain's Heritage (organised m 

support of the RSPB Eric Morecambe Memorial Appeal), 
which runs until 23 March on the Level 5 Riverside Terrace 

Royal Festival Hall, London (open seven days a week ' 
1 Dam to 1 Opm). ' 

Peter Partington. 17 March-13 
April at the Henry-Brett Galleries, 
Halford House, Bourton-on-the 
Water, Gloucestershire. 

Wildlife Writers Conference. Held 
in conjunction with the 9th Annual 
Wildlife Film Festival at the 
University of Montana. IO April 
(festival runs from 7 to 13 April). 
Contact: Wildlife Writers Con- 

of the US Environment Protection Agency 
with policies such as those of Sweden, where 
pesticides are to be phased out. 

Unfortunately for the book's chances of 
being widely read, Sheail's style is careful and 
dusty, more suited to the Tudor tax Jaws he once 
studied than to the scandalous history of 
pesticides. He makes few concessions to the 
average reader: there are no photographs and 
hardly any illustrations, and more than 90 per 
cent of the material comes from NCC archives. 
The book tells us very little about effects on 
human health, the work of the voluntary con- 

'Tactics at times resembled 
those of the courtroom 

rather than the scientific 
debating chamber.' 

servation agencies or the development of 
public opinion, except in so far as it affected 
the NCC. 
Although he comes to no firm conclusions 

himself Sheail does slip into supporting the 
Conse~ancy view, and in some ways this 
book is a justification of what the organisation 
did and did not do. For example, in 1969, the 
Government announced only partial restric 
tions on the use of DDT, and Sheail says: "It 
was easy for the nature conservation move- 

Ference, International Wildlife Film 
Festival, University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59812, USA. ' 
In the Shadow of the Plough, 
Street to the Isles, The Titmice 
and Birds of the Grey Wind. 
RSPB films now showing in the 
West Country. Contact: RSPB 
South West Office, IO Richmond 
Road, Exeter, Devon EX4 4JA. 

ment to be critical of the halting steps taken 
towards the withdrawal of these pesticides but, 
for the more seasoned observers in that move 
ment, the Committee's report and the Minister's 
announcement represented a major advance in 
the protection of wildlife ... it could be taken as 
an implicit endorsement of the advice given, 
and the research pursued over the previous 
decade." But was this truly enough? 
Even today, IO years after the period 

covered in John Sheail's book, DDT still turns 
up in about I 0 per cent of all our fruit, is widely 
tn:>tnbuted in the environment, is almost certainly 
still used by farmers (a recent study showed 
most cabbage growers still using it) and is 
~ncreasmgly exported from Britain to develop 
ing countnes where it will wreak havoc on 
wildlife. In 1985 considerable concern was 
caused by the ~outhern Water Authority 
which used a helicopter to spray herbicides 
over Romney Marsh Site of Special Scientific 
Interest to kill vegetation in the dykes. Yet 
Sheail's book records that the Kent Naturalists' 
Trust protested about exactly the same thing 
in 1967! 
. I am tempted to think that anyone who is will 
ing to wait as long as Sheail's scientists did for 
such small advances as the gradual phasing out 
of DDT has become pickled rather than 
"seasoned" by the experience. Certainly the 
world cannot afford an environment movement 
which is prepared to accept such slow progress 
in future. CHRIS ROSE 
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GARDEN 
CATALOGUE 

It's new, it's 68 pages thick, and it's 
packed with gorgeous bulbs, plants, 
roses, trees and shrubs that you 
can easily grow to perfection in 
your garden. And because 
eyerything is GUARANTEED 

by the renowned Spalding Bulb 
Company, you know you' II be buying the best 
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In a 20" x 18" cage there will be 5 or even 6 birds - a bird every 4 .·Yet the birds 
wingspan is 32". . 
Compassion in World Farming leads the campaign to phase out all cruel factory farming 
systems. 
Help C.J.W.F. ban battery cages. 
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Retaining the lively, 
exploratory approach of its 
predecessor, this edition has 
several redesigned chapters 
and new information added 
throughout the text. The 
methods of working out 
evolutionary relationships 
have been clarified and 
simplified but this still leaves 
many problems for the reader 
to work through. In the final 
section, which looks at a wide 
range of dinosaurs and fossil 
animals, three more dinosaurs 
have been included. 

* 216 x 2J6mm * 72 pp. * numerous colour plates 
£15.00 He £4.95 pb 

Co-published with the British Museum (Natural History) 

- Ca01bridge University Press - 
The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 2RU 

® ® Isle of Naturernan 
The unspoiled Isle of Man is a haven for nature lovers. There is 

Fuchsia, wild, in the seventeen National Glens, and on the clifftops 
Royal Fern grows. 

With the yellow of the gorse, the hillsides mauve with heather and 
the woods thick with bluebells in May, the Island is a rainbow of flora. 

As for fauna, see the remarkable four-horned Loughran sheep 
at the Wildlife Park, and watch the otters at play. 

And, when you walk by the sea, look 
out for a grey seal or two. 

Bird watchers will 
the Calf of Man, 
a bird sanctuary 
owned by the 
~~anal Trust, 
or joining our special 
ornithologist's holiday 
during the seabird 
breeding season. 

Finally, see 
something of the 
world below the 
waves at the 
Marine Biological 
Station in Port Erin. 

Find out about 
the Isle of Man 

in 1986, our 
Heritage Year or Birds 

~.''111; ~ t: ~- of Man holiday, for our 
';V ·., .. _ information pack to 
, \~: Mr A X. Kelly, 

::~·, Isle of Man Tourist 
'X~ Board, 13 Victoria 

Street, Douglas, 
Isle of Man Or 
phone (0624) 

74323, or FREE on 
0800 400 450. 

The Isle ~of Man 
It's our differences 

~ that make the difference ~ 
~---·~ 
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j J ust tw<? and a half years after 

overruling Tasmania's Liberal 
~ state government and stopping 

the. controversial and potentially 
env1I0nmentally disastr d · 
of th · · ous amrrung e Franklin River, Australia's 
Labour federal government-which 
came to power in summer 1983 
with a promise of 'environmental 
protection' - has found itself on the 
~ther side of the conservationists' 
ience A · · · h · gam, rt ts Tasmania at the 
t~art of the dispute-this time over 

15~ 
government'~ d~cision to issue 

1 
-year woodchip licences which, 

T
c aim environmentalists will sacrifice 
asman· ' ' th Ia s wilderness forests to 
estate's pro-logging government. 
The areas at the centre of the 

~ntroversy are listed on Australia's 
ational Estate Register and repre 

sent 10 per cent of the state's forest 
~esources. Tasmania's 'greenies' 
teave been calling for complete pro- 
ction of all the forests on the 

register, but now the woodchipping 
mdustry (air d . 
1988) 

ea y hcensed up to 
. has been granted clear-felling 

th
nghts to all but 1 per cent of 
em. 
1:1e federal government's decision 

(which ·ts · · "b 
1 

1 rrurusters described as 
e a. anced, taking into account 
nvtronmental, economic employ- 

th
ment and trade interests;') means 
at three milli on tonnes ofwoodchip 

per year will be exported to countries 

Still chipping 
at Tasmania 

such as Japan, where it is turned 
into paper. The licence doesn't 
stretch to the woodchipping of rain 
forest (but here you have to rem 
ember that Tasmanian rainforest 
must 'officially' be no more than 5 
per cent eucalypt-and so what 
would normally be considered as 
rainforest is passed off as 'mixed' 
forest), but these forests yield poor 
'chip' timbers anyway, and in some 
cases are still open to equally 
destructive saw-logging. 
Tasmanian newspapers have 

run full-page advertisements pro 
claiming that 3,000 jobs would be 
lost if the woodchipping industry 
was interfered with. Conser 
vationists argue that, over the past 
decade, there has been a 50 per 
cent increase in the volume of timber 
extracted from the forest but a 40 
per cent decrease in related jobs. 

The real fear is that the Tasmanian 
licence renewal will set a precedent 
for the granting of new permits in 
other states ( woodchipping is the 
biggest single wood industry in 
Australia, accounting at present for 
about four million of the 14 million 
tonnes of timber exported each 
year). 
An Environmental Impact Sur- 

vey-organised by the woodchip 
pers- has already commenced in 
the rich mature forest around 
Eden New South Wales (where 
the Labour state government is 
considered to be sympathetic to 
conservation), and the Karri and 
Marri eucalypt forests in W estem 
Australia are among those under 

HUMAN 

Sugar glider Peteutus breviceps. Having to crowd into ever 
smaller areas rs doing 1t no good. 

scrutiny in a state where the 
woodchippers hope not only to 
have their licence renewed but also 
to establish themselves as big 
business rather than a small industry. 
In Victoria, they are hoping to start 
up their own woodchipping industry 
in the Gippsland area. 
Greg Buckman of the Wilder 

ness Society told BBC WILDLIFE 
that; although in a bid to gain 
support Tasmania's greenies are 
emphasising the plight of mammals 
such as pygmy possums and sugar 
gliders; so little is really known 
about the state's rich and diverse 
flora and fauna that the forests' 
immense value cannot be measured. 
All anyone can say for certain is 
that any insensitive management 

must be detrimental to the whole 
ecosystem. 

But the federal government will 
be reluctant to interfere in what is 
considered as essentially a state 
matter-indeed, minister for the 
environment Barry Cohen prob 
ably feels t_hat its action in stopping 
the damming of the Franklin was 
concession enough to the greenies 
for the next decade. Perhaps the 
only effective course of action left 
to the conservationists is to support 
Bob Brown, ex-director of the 
Wilderness Society and now a 
member of the Tasmanian parlia 
ment, in his efforts to place more 
'green' candidates in parliament. 
(Infom:-ation: Ralph Lindsey of 
the Wilderness Society) 

And then there 
were eight 

W ildlife researchers in 
Sweden and Norway 

d . are now anxiously won 
t e~ng whether wolves will be able 
P~~eed again this spring. The only 
· . ucttve female to be identified 
m either . last country was shot illegally 
s August (see BBC WILDLIFE 
eptember 1985 ). She had amazed 

~uveryone by bearing three litters in 
ccess1ve y 11 · WOOd ears-a m the lonely 

land ed hillsides around the V arm 
s village of Bjurberget in southern 

O
wehden. After her death the seven 
rpand ' 'ste .e pups were fostered by a 
prob~fter', a young female which 
bo a. Y came from the first litter 

rn m 1983 
Wolves · 22 are sexually mature at 

is c:n_ths, and so the new female 
he ainly old enough to produce 

hu
r own pups. But wolves like 
mans ' sh ' are not automatons and 

f ow definite individual ' pre 
erences in their selection of a 
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mate. With the single male still 
keeping himself to himself, the kill 
ing of the mother wolf may tum out 
to be a tragic setback. 
Indeed, what began as a wonder 

ful first year for Sweden's new full 
time government wolf-tracker, Jan 
Wirtberg (he accidentally wit 
nessed the old female giving birth in 
her pupping den last spring) has 
ended in sadness. Three young 
wolves 'disappeared' in October/ 
November last year, and a fourth 
one of the two remaining from the 
1984 litter-was found shot two 
days before Christmas. 
Apart from the killings, mange 

seems to have broken out in the 
pack. It is already rife among 
Swedish foxes and the shot wolf 
was found to have traces of the 
disease. The old male is also carry 
ing an injury, the result of pulling 
down an unruly elk 18 months ago. 
Wirtberg found him running beside 
his car in the autumn, and although 
he kept up at 50kmph, his gait 
showed a pronounced hiccup that 
may eventually leave him vulner 
able to hunters. 

One disturbing feature manifes 
ted by the anti-wolf lobby, both in 
Sweden and Norway, has been its 
crude barbarity. For instance, the 
latest wolf victim had been scalped, 
and its ears and a hind leg had been 
chopped off. Some of the blame for 
this behaviour must fall on the 
governments of both countries, 
who have permitted various legal 
technicalities to dilute existing wolf 
protection laws. These loopholes 
related particularly to farmers and 
their right to defend their livestock 
when pups from the 1983 family 
wandered all over Scandinavia, 
from Malmo and Stockholm up to 
Trondheim in Norway. 

But for the past two years, the 
wolf pack has stayed closer to 
home, feeding strictly on natural 
prey, mainly elk and roe deer. Con 
sequently, it would be reasonable 
now to declare a wolf preserve from 
V armland across to eastern Hed 
m ark (the adjacent county in 
Norway)-perhaps under the Berne 
convention on endangered and 
migratory species, to which Sweden 
and Norway are signatories. It is 

also time that ignorant illegal attacks 
on the animals were properly con 
demned by the authorities. 
Recent political changes could 

ensure that this happens. The Nor 
wegian national Fish and Wildlife 
Direc~orate has a new, enlightened 
scientific chief, Peter Johan Schei 
and in January 1986, Pette; 
W abakken, a leading wolf researcher 
and e~thusiast, was put in charge of 
the Directorate's carnivore studies 
in Hedrr:ark and four contiguous 
Norwegian counties. This has 
improved official cooperation on 
both sides. of the border, enabling 
the scientists to present a unified 
front to their governments. 
In the meantime, the small band 

of naturalists continues to catalogue 
th.e ups and downs of the wolf pack 
with all .the assiduousness of gossip 
columrusts pursuing the stars of 
Dallas-or perhaps the royal family 
wo~ld be a more appropriate com 
panson. Actors, after all, are two 
a-penny, but in the whole of Sweden 
and Norway there may be only 
eight wolves left. 

STEPHEN MILLS 
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Lizard orchid Himantoglossum hircinium. The Endangered 
Species Act has finally entered the plant kingdom. 

Bath's big 
bulb bust 

For the first time ever, the 
1976 Endangered Species 
Act has been used in the 

prosecution of a dealer involved in 
the import and export of plants. 

Walter Stagg, of Avon Bulbs, 
Bath, had failed to apply for the 
appropriate licences to allow him to 
trade in · certain rare bulbs- in- 

eluding those of lizard, monkey, 
and lady's slipper orchids, and 
cyclamens-and was hauled in by 
Customs and Excise, which con 
trols the licensing system. 

He wasiined£1,800 (the approxi 
mate commercial value of the 
bulbs) at Bath Magistrates Court in 
January, after admitting to several 
charges of evading customs regula 
tions-offences which involved as 
many as 1,301 orchids and 335 
cyclamens over the past three and a 
half years. 

S omebody from a country 
whose rural landscape has 
always included the local 

game warden-that checker of fish 
ing licences and investigator of out 
of-season gunshots-would be 
amazed to discover that in Britain 
no such person exists, that Jaws 
covering wildlife are enforced, 
almost as a sideline, by the 
ordinary police. 
A game warden in, for example, 

the United States has been trained 
in biology, conservation and other 
such subjects (in addition to normal 
law-enforcement skills, for, if any 
thing, the job is considered more 
dangerous than ordinary policing), 
but a British policeman can leave 
his training centre knowing very lit 
tle about countryside problems. 

Though the public and its politi 
cians seem unconcerned by this 
anomaly, in recent years a move 
ment to correct it has been gaining 
strength from inside the police force 
itself. Officers with an avocational 
interest in wildlife and natural 
history have been volunteering to 
be their stations' unpaid, extra 
duty wildlife liaison officers. 

One of the first of these-and 
almost certainly the most senior 
is Essex Chief Superintendent, 

Countryside 
constables 

Tarmac runs 
amok 

Y et another of the nation's 
Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest is facing the bull 

dozers. Hare's Down, an unusual 
Devonshire heathland of inter 
national repute, is to be fragmented 
by the new North Devon link road, 
designed to speed lorries on their 
way between Barnstaple and the 
MS. 
The 341 acres of Hare's Down 

consist of an extraordinary com 
bination of 10 different heath and 
bogland communities, containing 
unusual plants such as lesser butter 
fly orchid, white beak-sedge, pale 
butterwort and bog St John's wort. 
According to Lynne Farrell, the 
Nature Conservancy Council's 
national heathland expert, no other 
site in Britain has been found to 
rival it for size and variety. This is 
perhaps not surprising because 
nearly half the lowland heaths that 
were still left to us 30 years ago 
have now been destroyed. 
The new road will bring distur- 

bance, pollution and alien species 
to Hare's Down. But worst of all, it 
will split it into three small segments, 
none of which will merit inter 
national attention, and, as always 
happens in such cases, the native 
species will gradually decline. 
Unfortunately, it is hard to per 

suade a public inquiry inspector, up 
from the city, that a heath in winter 
(the season when such inquiries are 
invariably scheduled) is anything 
more than an expanse of heather: 
He sees no lions, tigers or California 
condors, The marsh, pearl-bordered, 
small pearl-bordered, dark-green 
and silver-washed fritillaries of 
Hare's Down were not on the wing 
when Mr Wood heard objections to 
the road scheme back in March 
1984; nor were the green hair 
streaks and marbled whites-or, 
for that matterthe redstarts, whin 
chats and tree pipits that breed on 
the heath, or the nightjars and hob 
bies that visit it. Unlike Mr Wood, 
they are all summer visitors. 

He did admit that another area 
the road will spoil-Crooked Oak 
Valley-presented "a number of 
different views which give real 
pleasure", but explanations about 

the intricate ecological microcosms .tion of the SS Sis the Act was 
existing at the interface of discrete supposed to protect. The most 
floral communities were not in recentcount(upto31March1985) 
his line. put the number of damaged sites at 

They cut no ice with the Depart- an absolute minimum of 516. 
ment of Transport either. Purely One reason for this appalling 
'scientific interest' was not what the record is that, even now, nearly five 
engineers had in mind. Similarly, years later, less than half of the sites 
the fact that reviewed traffic predic- have been brought under the full 
tions had demoted the link road to legal umbrella of the act. That is, 
single carriageway status, that a the owners or occupiers of only 
disused railway- ============ 1,718 out of a 
line could have ' th total of4,082 have ... among e many 
carried the road di • SSSI actually been 're- isappearmg s, more than 
away from the ISO notified' of the 
Sssl d th have been, or will be, , an at existence of an 
th ffi ial damaged by roads or other e o 1c1 asses- SSSI on their land; 
sor at the inquiry, operations · · · ' while only 704 of 
Dr David Parker the 2,000-odd 
of Liverpool University, argued new sites have also been notified. 
strongly that alternative routes had The commitment to notify 80 
not been given proper considera- per cent of all sites by the end of 
tion-all meant nothing. The route 1986 now looks impossible. 1985 
was decided 10 years ago and that was a particularly slow year. The 
appears to have been that. NCC lost two prosecutions-the 
We hardly need telling that the first,overtheAfonFachMeadows 

loss of Hare's Down is not an in Wales, because the judge argued 
isolated catastrophe. In every annual that an invitation to "comment" on 
report since the 1981 Wildlife and the re notification papers was not an 
Countryside Act, the Nature Con- invitation to "object"; the other, 
servancy Council (NCC) has bitterly Broadstone Meadows in Hereford- 
bewailed the continuing destruc- shire, because it was decided that, 

Terry Rands. Soon after the passage 
of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act in 1981, Supt Rands, a country 
lover, wrote to his chief constable 
pointing out the extra onus that the 
new law was going to put on its 
enforcers and volunteering to act as 
"a focal point of reference for both 
the force and the public". 

Supt Rands says that he spends 
as much time as he can on wildlife 
problems and that he never leaves a 
query unanswered, but neither can 
he neglect his other police work. 
Wildlife laws are difficult, he says, 
because they are complex and 
specialist, and investigation usually 
involves private property, remote 
places and odd times of day and 
night. 

A policeman in a good position 
to steer his fellows through the 
complexity, at least, is Sgt Charlie 
Parkes of Derbyshire Con 
stabulary. Not only does he teach 
on the subject, but he has written 
the Association of Countryside 
Rangers' handbook Law of the 
Countryside, a booklet on the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 
the Badgers Act 1973 and Game 
Laws, and has produced a training 
video, Death of a Badger. He also 
writes regularly for police journals 
on the conservation point of view, 
and for conservation journals on 
the police point of view (in F eb 
ruary BBC WILDLIFE, he outlined 
the laws relating to lamping), and is 
currently working on a book on 
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laws relating to field sports and 
associated conservation matters. 
At Barnet, Sgt Martyn Perfect is 

puttmg together a 'poaching infor 
mation coUating index' for his divi 
sion, which now takes in the 
s~uthem third of Hertfordshire but 
Will eventually extend to the whole 
of the metropolitan area. 
iJust how many wildlife liaison 

~ icers there are in the 43 police 
~rces ofEngland and Wales is not 
c ear, but their proliferation has 
Paralleled that of citizens' groups 
concern d ith . 
ill e wi the animal whose 
egaJ · 

bo rrustreatrnent most occupies 
th th 1· . " fr e po ice and the inspectors 
om the RSPCA-thi · th badger. s is e 
The · th re are now 30 badger groups 

~ e UK, and when they held their 
a~U~h annual meeting last October 
b odstone, Surrey-addressed 

th
y, among others, Sgt Parkes- 
ey fo d · · ofB d rrne a National Federation 

th a. ger Groups. This means that 
of ere is now an established network 
ofbople who are alert to evidence 
as . adger-baiting and are ready to 
li sist a network of police wildlife 
a1son officers. 
The ideal now is for the police to 

create a full · . Wilcllir. -tune paid post for the 
It · e-law-enforcement specialist 

IS at thi · . po h s point that-in the eye of 
Briac. =. police and the public- 

tain will be deemed to take its 
conservar I . . ion egislation seriously. 

(Information source: 
Chris Ferris) 

although h d a management agreement 
a been under discussion for some 

month · th s, it could not be proved that 

0 
~ ?Wner had actually received the 
0ra1 renotification forms. 
Ne oth these set-backs caused the 
in C some soul-searching, lead 
p!/n the latter case to a new 
ow iamentary act in July requiring 
n ners ~f SSSis to prove they have 
0~~eceived notification papers. 
lerns ese were not the only prob 
A · Another Amendment Act in 
w~~st closed the loophole by 
sssr downers might damage an 
sultati unng the three-month con 
Secf on penod provided under 
als ion 2_8 of the 1981 Act. But it 
no~fiequlfed the NCC to begin the 
scr~t~ation process again, from 
sion ~' on any site where discus- 
rn s ad been continuing for six 
onthso . in 83 r more, and this happened 

cases 
ca~sUrthe~ore, in Scotland, be- 
th · e_ of the large size of SS Sls and 
e1r lI"U ti in diffi P cations for the economy 

land •cult areas such as the High 
Sec s and Islands, the previous 
in . retary of State George Younger ~·s1sted . , . , 
ing on scrutm1sing, or just sitt- 

on, every renotification. 

Hop line 

H aving successfully run a two-year spawn bank 
scheme in the West Mid 

lands the Urban Wildlife Trust 
has decided to expand into the 
business of spawn broking. 
Throughout March and April, 

they will be manning a national 
spawn hot line-021-236 1119 
( donated by British Telecom) 
putting frog- and toad-spawn dono'." 
(those with too much of the stuff) in 
contact with pond-owners who 
would like some. 
I( you have spawn to spare or 

can offer a good home to baby frogs 
and toads, phone the hot line now 
(in office hours only). 

Nature, BBC2's environmental 
news series, broadcast on Sundays 
at 8.05pm, will include th~folloV.: 
ing items during March: Sir David 
Attenborough on the progress of 
the British Wildlife Appeal; the 
reintroduction of scimitar-homed 
oryx into a Tunisian . national 
park; Earthwatch and Its s~ear 
water project; how th,e dem_1se of 
the GLC may affect green Lon 
don; and an update on the n~w 
anti-fouling paint for boats which 
is supposed to be harmless to 
marine wildlife. 

So paralysed by paperwork has 
the NCC become that it does not 
even know at any given time, pre 
cisely how 'many SSSis it is losing, 
nor who is doing the damage. Co_n 
sidering that the NCC has had its 
Government grant increased, much 
against current trends, from £_1 l.7 
million in 1983-4 to £32.l million 
for 1986- 7, this is embarrassing. It 
has taken the voluntary bodies, 
chiefly Friends of the Earth and 
Wildlife Link, to analyse the NCC's 
data. They have come up with the 
disturbing fact that, among the 
many disappearing SSSis,. more 
than 150 have been, or will be, 
damaged by roads ()r other <?pern 
tions where planning perrrusswn 
has been granted. 
It seems that the Government's 

own strategy for conserving at least 
a skeleton of our natural heritage+ 
the SSSI system-is being con 
temptuously shouldered aside, not 
by private entrepreneurs, but by 
local and central Government 
departments. Guiltiest of all is the 
one that has just ruled a line 
through Hare's Down: the Depart 
ment of Transport. 

STEPHEN MILLS 

"I can't stand ii ... They're so CUTE wtien they sit 
like that." 

Conservation' s 
Tom Sawyer 

E arthwatch, the ingenious 
US charity that allows people 
to pay for the privilege of 

spending their holidays doing hard 
work for science-including projects 
that further wildlife conservation 
has set up a European headquarters 
in London. 
Founded in 1971 on the princi 

ple that a change is as good as a rest 
and that hard-earned free time is 
better spent doing something than 
nothing-particularly if that some 
thing is highly worth-while, is in a 
faraway place and is slightly cheaper 
than an ordinary holiday-the 
organisation has so far provided 
manpower and equipment worth 
$7.6 million to 730 scientific pro 
jects in 70 countries. More than 
14,000 people have participated. 
To join up, you need to send an 

initial· membership fee of £20 to 
Trewin Copplestone, 3 Brook 
Green Studios, Dunsany Road, 
London Wl 4 OJR. Telephone: 
OJ-602 5203. 

JI I/ 

Heinz meanz 
fun dz 

T he British subsidiary of the H J Heinz Company, the 
US food giant, has marked 

its centenary by pledging£1 million 
towards the conservation of British 
animals, plants and habitats. 
With this grant, which is the 

largest single donation ever made 
to British conservation and which 
will be dispensed in instalments 
over the next three years, the 
company and World Wildlife Fund/ 
UK will jointly manage the 
'Guardians of the Countryside' 
programme. 1bis will fund research 
into-and, in some cases, protec 
~on of-otters, dormice, bats, sand 
lizards, smooth snakes, natterjack 
toads, wetlands, undersea areas 
and endangered flowers, mosses 
lichens and fungi. ' 
Among those welcoming the 

gesture was William Waldegrave, 
the environment minister, who 
called it "a magnificent example of 
how a company could face its wider 
responsibilities". 
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1..... Sensitive Areas (ESAs) where But given that MAFF scotched administering conservation. It is I 
farmers will be grant-aided to' con- an amendment in Dr David Clarke's MAFF that will decide the location Ir· 
serve' rather than produce. This is Bill in 1985 which called on it to and limits ofESAs and the levels of 
an extension of the scheme, already "further conservation" (see BBC grant paid within them. Perhaps II 
operating on the Halvergate Marshes WILDLIFE, May 1985), and that it there is more substance to the 
in the Norfolk Broads, which now has always resisted the notion of squabble between Mr Jopling at ! 
pays farmers, not for drainage and farming for wildlife, what are we to MAFF and Mr Walde grave at the 
land-improvement, but for main- make of this change of heart? Department of Environment (DoE), 
taining traditional grazing regimes. As far as it goes, we should arising from Mr Waldegrave's 

The Countryside Commission, welcome it. In certain areas, insen- invitation to speak at the recent 
which has pressed hard for this sitive agriculture should no longer Oxford Farming Conference, than 
idea, has, in consultation with the be the menace it has been, although their bland denials have led us to 
Nature Conservancy Council the main thrust ofMAFF's policy believe. Indeed, it is the first time 
(NCC), recommended 13 areas in remains unaltered elsewhere. the DoE has shown any truly par- 
Eng]and and Wales (selected from The impetus for change has, of tisan concern for conservation. 
a list of 56): course, come less from enlighten- Robin Grove-White of the Council 

Parts of the Pennines, North ment than from the economic for the Protection of Rural England, 
Pe3k, Breckland, ------------- embarrassment greeted the incident by remarking 
the Broads, Suf- 'The impetus for change of expensive over- that "to have two departments of 
folk River Valleys, has ... come ... from the production - con- state clawing one another to take on 
South Downs, • b demned by con- responsibility is really all that we econormc em arrassment Test Valley, servationists for could ask". 
Somerset Levels of expensive years and even But what if MAFF should claw 
and Moors, West overproduction ... ' by a Government hardest and win? Satellites such as 
Penwith, Welsh 'think-tank' report the Countryside Commission and 
Marches=-Clun/Radnor, Anglesey, way back in spring 1983 (a report the NCC could just as· easily be 
Lleyn and Mynydd Elenydd (Carn- which, incidentally, also recorn- detached from the DoE (the Depart- 
brian Mountains). mended that farmers should con- rnem of Housing and Local Govern- 

Probably only five or six areas tribute to the cost of ADAS, the ment) and placed under agriculture 
will be selected - at least until Agricultural Development and in a dreaded Ministry of Rural 
EEC funds are granted for the Advisory Service, another clause Affairs. And that, to quote a cheer- 
system-including a minimum of in the new Bill). ful Americanism, would be like 
one each in Scotland, Wales and What is slightly worrying is that putting Dracula in charge of the 
Northern Ireland. MAFF may develop a taste for blood-bank. STEPHEN MILLS 

MAFF picks up 
strange concept 

T he new Government-spon 
sored Agriculture Bill, 
currently at committee stage 

in the House of Commons, includes 
two clauses that could have a 
significant effect on nature con 
servation. 

The first requires ministers to 
achieve a "balance between the 
interests of agriculture, the economic 
and social interest of rural areas, 
conservation and recreation". This 
is the first time that the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAFF) has placed conserva~on 
on anything like an equal footing 
with productivity. Introducing the 
clause as an amendment to the Bill 
on 15 January, Mr John Gummer, 
the ministry number two, said: 
"Our continuing concern to protect 
and enhance the countryside would 
no longer be a matter of ministerial 
choice - we want it to be the law of 
the land." 

A much more important aspect 
of the Bill is, however, a provision 
for the establishment throughout 
the UK of new Environmentally 
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Beaches as bait mines 

B iologists and conservation groups are becoming increas 
ingly concerned about an 

apparent bait-digging boom. 
Polychaetes, or bristle worms 

are am ' us d bong _the most popular baits 
aneJ Y Britain's two million sea 
coITee;ts. Though most of them 
bu their own worms, the rest 
su Y from the trade, which is 
anlJlied by professional bait-diggers 
of may have an annual turnover 
~ much as £ 1 million. 

s ith the growth in popularity of 
·ea-angling, there has been an 
mcreas · which _e m the demand for bait, 
b is bemg met in part by nurn- 
ers of th . an add' _e unemployed m need of 

B . mona) source of income 
art short · 

OC 
ages are now a regular 

CU1Tence ith c: • • hard ' WI professional diggers 
I 

put to fill orders and in certain 
Paces w ' . bee ' orrn populations have L: severely depleted. 
les gworms are widespread and 

s suscept.bl . . other s . 1 e to overdigging than 
pecies. Their nursery beds, 

being higher up the shore than 
those of mature worms, are more or 
less protected, and until they are 
between two and three years old, 
they are unsuitable for bait. 
Ragworms, however, are found 

in very localised beds and in some 
areas ( eg, Menai Strait) are found 
only in the intertidal zone, and so 
there is no reservoir of worms in 
shallow water which could escape 
the digger's spade. They spawn 
only once and then die, and so 
every worm taken for bait has lost 
the chance to reproduce. 
Catworms are highly prized by 

match anglers. These are slow 
wowing, long-lived worms. Although 
they can breed several times in 
their lives, they all do so on only 
one day in the year. At the moment, 
one population in the Wash is being 
fairly heavily exploited. 
As well as depleting worm pop 

ulations, bait-digging can destroy 
the habitat of other burrowing 
animals, particularly bivalves and 
heart urchins, which are very long 
Jived, may breed successfully only 
infrequently and therefore can take 
years to re-establish their popula- 

HUMAN NATURE 
tions. And when large numbers of 
diggers are working a shore at low 
tide, birds are prevented from feed 
ing on the exposed sediments. 
Coastal structures may also be 
undermined, and trenches that are 
not filled back in can be a danger to 
bathers and horse riders. 
Recent research suggests that 

digging may also be bringing to the 
surface pollutants which were 
formerly 'locked up' in deeper 
sediments. 
Crabs which are in the process of 

shedding their hard exoskeleton are 
also being collected for bait. While 
this may not be affecting their 

"numbers, the frequent overturning 
of boulders to find them does con 
siderable damage to other delicate 
animals. 
Although regulations to control 

bait-digging have been introduced 
in certain localities by the 'Nature 
Conservancy Council (NCC), the 
National Trust and local auth 
orities, these have been only partly 
effective. For example, an attempt 
by the National Trust to prosecute 
diggers who flouted a ban at Newton 
Haven, Northumberland, failed 
because the prosecution was unable 
to prove that the worms had not 
been taken from the sublittoral, 
which is not controlled by the 
ban. 

Biologist Sarah Fowler, with 
help from the Marine Conservation 
Society and the RSPB, has been 
assessing the situation on behalf of 
the NCC. She regards digging 
permits (usually issued to local 

Indonesia ignores 
rattan rampage 

L ike many forest species 
throughout the tropics 
ratt ' ened b an palms are now threat- 

and ~ Y contmumg overexploitation 
T orest clearance 

fam·h1.ese viciously spiked climbers 
I iar in the W ' used to , _est a~ the cane 

are make Oriental furniture 
culTe~cvaluable source of forei~ 
consf Y in South-east Asia and 
Prod itute the most important forest 
go uct after timber. Yet the 
vernment f h trade . s o t e countries which 

little t tn rattan appear to be doing 
thi 0 prevent the possible loss of 

s valuabl rainfor e resource, let alone the 
The ests which nurture it. 

lndon _straggling archipelago of 
expert~~ia dommates this trade, 
an g about 85 9 5 7 tonnes 
forn~ally. It provides~ vital income 
livin arge numbers of Indonesians 
the _g at subsistence level. Though 

Job of st · · intract bl nppmg the apparently 
a e lengths of spined cane 
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and then dragging great bundles of 
it along winding forest paths is not 
pleasant demand has led villagers 
to enter and extract rattans illegally 
from protected areas, threatening 
the integrity of certain reserves 
such as the Morowali Reserve in 
central Sulawesi. 
The Indonesian government 

designated Morowali a reserve in 
J 980 following a major survey by 
the round-the-world expedition 
Operation Drake, but protection 
exists only on paper. Moslem 
islanders are now extracting 36 
tonnes of rattan cane per annum 
from the reserve. Though this 
quantity is small, the damage to the 
surrounding forest and to future rattan 
stocks is extensive and has done 
much to diminish the numbers of 
rare endemic species such as the 
dwarf buffalo, the babirousa and 
the enigmatic, egg-burying maleo 
fowl. 
The rattan trade is directly 

dependent on the commodity's 
world price, and when pnces are 
sufficiently high, economics en 
courages the wholesale destruction 

Raw cane When it goes, it 
takes the forest with it. 

of a forest in order to reach rattans 
in the canopy. Particularly disturb 
ing is the disappearance of some 
rattan species through such over 
exploitation. It has been suggested 
that a third of Sulawesi's rattans 

anglers) as an effective control on a 
small scale, but in large areas such 
as the Wash she favours a volun 
tary system of zoning. Certain 
zones would be set aside for bird 
and marine-life sanctuaries, while 
others would be used for bait 
digging. 
Bait shortages have also worried 

the sea-anglers who, naturally 
enough, wish to conserve stocks. 
They claim that, until recently, bait 
beds have traditionally been pre 
served, and they would prefer 
voluntary restraint to legal controls. 
Angling journalist Robin Scott 

believes that, as a scarcity of 
lugworms pushes prices up, demand 
will drop. But he warns that if com 
mercial diggers find their local 
shores becoming uneconomical 
they may well move north to 
exploit the largely untapped sources 
in Scottish estuaries. 
Peter Tombleson executive 

directo_r of the Nati~nal Angling 
Council (NAC), is now liaising 
with the NCC on the issue, which has 
yet to reach a policy on bait 
digging. He acknowledges that 
many bait-diggers are not fully 
aware of the problems they are 
causing, but he is committed to 
opposing any attempt to apply 
restnctions unless local angling 
mterests or, if necessary, the NAC 
itself, have first been consulted. 
The NAC has already successfully 
opposed an _attempt by Kent County 
Council to introduce a ban on bait 
digging on the Swale Estuary. 

JERRY LOCKETT 

remain undescribed, and many of 
these may be consigned to extinc 
tion before they have even been 
identified. 
. As yet, no alarm bells are ringing 
m Indonesia, despite the fact that 
many species suitable for economic 
cultivation may disappear before 
they can be screened for this 
purpose. 
The future importance of culti 

vated rattan should not overshadow 
the role rattan could play in social 
forestry throughout South-east Asia 
With so many peasant farmer~ 
partially dependent on the crop, it 
seems crucial that the industry 
remains a small-scale, labour 
intensive one and that harvesting is 
conducted m a way that maintains 
the structure of the forest. 
The protection of Morowali 

Reserve-the only remaining 
example of pnmary lowland alluvial 
rainforest in Sulawesi-is vital 
and part of the wider issue of rattan 
conservation as the basis of a valu 
able bioresource industry for 
Indonesia. 

DAVID SIMONSON 
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WIN A HOLIDAY TO TA~ 

WLDLFE 
PHOTOGR~PHER 

of the year 
COMPETITION 

' Sponsored by Prudential Assurance 

£5,250 IN CASH PRIZES 
Two prizes will be awarded in each 
category, amounting to 1 5 first prizes of 
£250 and 15 runner-up prizes of £100. 

THE PRUDENTIAL 
ASSURANCE AWARD ... 
The Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
1986 will be the person whose photo 
graph is judged to be the best in the com 
petition. He or she will win the Prudential 
Assurance Award-a bronze ibis trophy 
(to be presented by Sir Peter Scott), 
together with a holiday for two in the wilds 
of Tasmania. 

This is our third international 
competition. It is organised by 
BBC WILDLIFE Magazine, the 

Fauna and Flora Preservation 
Society and the Natural History 
Museum, London, which will be 
providing the venue for a large 
exhibition of winning and commended 
photographs, to open on 28 Nov 
ember 1986. Prudential Assurance 
has again generously sponsored the 
event, enabling it to become the 
largest of its kind in the world. 
The aim of the competition is to 

reveal, through the work of wildlife 
photographers, the beauty, wonder 
and importance of the natural world. 
The judges will be looking first and 
foremost for aesthetic appeal, but 
they will also be placing a strong 
emphasis on photographs taken in 
wild and free conditions. 

~W1LDuFE 
PHOTOGRhPHER 

of the year 
COMPETITION 

W e want as many young photo 
graphers as possible to enter the 
competition. So please help us 

by telling all your young friends aged 17 or 
under about it (we can supply extra 
forms to schools). 
This year there are five age categories: 

A. 8 and under; B. 9 to 11; C. 12 to 13; 
D. 14 to 15; E. 16 to 17. 

£1,000 IN CASH PRIZES 
A first prize of £1 00 and a runner-up prize 
of £50 will be awarded in each category 
The young person whose picture is judged 
to be the best rn the competition will be 
given the title of Young Wildlife Photo, 
grapher of the Year 1986 and will win the 
Prudential Assurance Award (to be pre 
sented by Sir Peter Scott)-a bronze 
sculpture of an ibis, a chequefor£250 and 
a day out with wildlife photographer 
Heather Angel 
The prizes will be presented by Su Ingle 

of Wtldtrack and Nick Davies of The 
Really Wild Show. 

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER& 
RULES 
1. You or your parent or guardian must 
read the main rules which, with the excep- 

1 

.. 1 'I 
'\i 

I ~ 
MAIN CATEGORIES 
1. WILDLIFE IN ACTION: Entries must 
illustrate either a dramatic scene showing 
animal movement or a dramatic moment 
in an animal's life. A sequence of two or 
three shots is eligible. The prizes will be 
presented by Sir David Attenborough. 

2. THE WORLD IN OUR HANDS: This is 
the main conservation category. Photo 
graphs should be (i) suitable for use as a 
poster advertising a particular conservation 
campaign, or (ii) illustrate or symbolise 
conservation in action or the destructive 
effects of people on the environment; or 
(iii) should show a scene before and after 
the instigation of a conservation project or 
a damaging development. A sequence of 
two or three shots is eligible. The prizes will be 
presented by Professor David Bellamy. 

3. ENDANGERED WILDLIFE: Photo 
graphs must illustrate plants or animals 

I 

II 11 

1· 

that are endangered at a national or inter 
national level (full details must be supplied). 
They can be taken in the wild or in captive 
conditions If you need to check whether 
or not a species is endangered, send an 
sae to the FFPS, 8-12 Camden High Street, 
London NW1 OJ H The prizes will be pre 
sented by Gerald Durrell. 

4. ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR-BIRDS: The 
prizes will be presented by Tony Soper. 

5. ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR-MAMMALS: 
The prizes will be presented by Dr John 
Sparks, head of the BBC Natural History 
Unit. 
6. ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR-OTHER 
ANIMALS (ie, other than birds and 
mammals): The prizes will be presented by 
Brian Leith. 
7. IN PRAISE OF PLANTS: Photographs 
should highlight the beauty and/or import 
ance of plants, and can illustrate them in 

close-up or en masse. The prizes will be 
presented by Anthony Huxley. 

8. THE UNDERWATER WORLD: Photo 
graphs, which must have been taken 
under water, can illustrate any freshwater 
or marine subject. The prizes will be pre 
sented by Heather Angel. 

9. BEYOND THE HUMAN EYE: This 
category covers the microscopic world. 
Photographs should show natural processes 
or organisms which are visible only after 
considerable magnification. The prizes 
will be presented by Dr Ron Hedley, direc 
tor of the Natural History Museum. 

10. FROM DUSK TO DAWN: All photo 
graphs must have been taken in the wild 
between dusk and dawn and must feature 
an animal or animals. The prizes will be 
presented by Eric Hosking. 

11. URBAN WILDLIFE: Subjects must 
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lSMANIA 

. ··AND THE HOLIDAY 
The two-week trip can be taken at almost 
any time in 1 987 subject to agreement 
with the airlines. You will travel from Lon 
don to Melbourne, Australia Super Club 
on a B ltl · ' n ish Airways luxury jet and will 
~hen fly over the Bass Strait on a'n Ansett 
Jet to the . I d . . th is an of Tasmania. Here, with 

e help of the Tasmanian tourist office 
you will have a chance to visit primeval 
rahinforests, see endemic marsupials and 
w 0 k ' nows, even catch a glimpse of the 
world's m 1 . os commonly sighted extinct 
animal-the Tasmanian wolf. Full details 
next month. 

tion of r I 2. Youru es 8 and 17, apply to you 
or blackphotographs can be prints (colour 
3. Your and white) or transparencies 
or Pia tsubiects can be any wild animals 
ilavourn s, or landscapes with a 'wild' 
4. You · graph can enter up to three photo· 
must ~~n Y1°ur age category, but each one 
marked Paced in a separate envelope 
and addwith your category letter, name 
Photo ra ress, and a description of the 
clearl~ Ph Post your entries in one packet 
and lab marked with your category letter, 
of the ~led Young Wildlife Photographer 
address ear. Also include a stamped, 
main en~d envelope and one copy of the 
Parent ry form signed by you and a 
5 Th or guardian 

9;aph~ results of the Young Wild I ife Photo 
PUblishre~f. the Year competition will be 
BBc WILD in the October 1 986 issue of 

LIFE Magazine 

be be ~ a truly urban setting. The prizes will 
resented by Chris Baines. 

~~ ~OMPOSITION AND FORM: Photo 
sutf s,. which must illustrate a natural 
on thect in an abstract way, will be judged 
Will b~ir aesthetic values alone. The prizes 

presented by Jonathan Kingdon 

13 w illu~tr ILD PLACES: Photographs must 
Pheri atf a natural habitat or an atmos 
sente~ ~ndsc~pe. The prizes will be pre- 

y Julian Pettifer. 

~:~~NIMAL PORTRAITS: Subjects must 
sente~~n in close-up. The prizes will be pre- 

y Lady Philippa Scott. 

15 8 GRAP LACK AND WHITE PHOTO· 
be iud HS: All black and white prints will 
Sub ged in this category. The choice of 
TheJect is lirnited to those listed above. 
Tim Prizes will be presented by The Sunday 

es Photographer Sally Soames. 

BBC WI LDLIFE MARCH 1986 

A prehensile-tailed, pouched pygmy possum You can photograph two species of 
pygmy possum in Tasmania, along with a multitude of other marsupials. 

·······--···············--···--···········---------------------····---·-·····--· 
i e ENTRY FORM Name . 2 i I I 
: Address . . . . . . . . . • : ; : : 
• Telephone no (day) (evening): : I I 
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·-···-·-·······-···-·-·--·····--·-···-·-···-·---·--·····-······-···--·-··-·-··-..: 

Number of photographs entered for each category 

AD sD cO DD ED 10 20 
10 sD 90 100 110 120 
Total entered: D 
I have read the rules of this competition and agree to abide by them. 

S
. d: Date: 1gne . 

(In the case of young photographers, a parent or guardian must sign below.) 
1 can confirm that .. ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·. · · · · · · · · · · · understands the rules and 
that the photographs entered are solely his/her work 

Signed: Date 
Entries should be sent to: Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition 
Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 SBD. ' 

continued overleaf 



continued from previous page 

As the 
Wildlife 
Photographer 
of the Year 
1986, you 
could be 
winging 
your way, 
BA, to the 
other side 
of the 
world. 

JUDGES 
Mike Grant of the Department of Public Services 
(Exhibitions), Natural History Museum. 
Bruce Coleman, director of the Bruce Coleman 
photographic agency, and adviser to the FFPS. 
Rosamund Kidman Cox, editor, BBC WILDLIFE 
Magazine 
Jonathan Kingdon, biologist and artist. 
Gwes Lloyd, photographer and deputy marketing 
manager, Prudential Assurance. 
Bruce Pearson, biologist and wildlife illustrator. 
Adam Woolfitt, landscape photographer. 

Four days have been set aside for judging this 
year's entries. 

MAIN RULES 
1. This is an international competition, open to anyone 
except those individuals involved in its orqarusatron, and the 
employees of BBC WILDLIFE Magazine. . 
2. Photographers or their legal representatives must hold 
full copyright of all pictures entered. 
3. Up to THREE photographs may be entered in EACH 
category, with the exception of categories 1 and 2, for which 
one sequence of three photographs may count as one 
entry. 
4. You must declare which photographs have been taken m 
captive or unnatural conditions, and if the animal subject or 
a picture has been restrained in any way, han?~reared or 
kept in captivity at any time. Details must be written on the 
appropriate envelopes (see rule 1 0) and you must mark the 
relevant pictures with a large C 

Photographs may be disqualified rf 1t is suspected that 
cruel or unethical practices were involved. In some cases 
the photographer may be asked to sign a statement detail 
ing how and where a picture was taken. 
5. Domestic animals (cats, dogs, farm breeds, etc) and 
cultivated plant varieties do not count as wildlife 
6. Where necessary under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
or equivalent national or international legislation, photo 
graphs must be accompanied by a copy of the relevant 

permit. 
7. Photographs that have won a prize in another competi 
tion are not eligible. 
8. Entries must be transparencies (slides) only 
(35mm or larger), with the exception of category15, for which 
unmounted monochrome prrnts (any size) should be submit 
ted. Please do not send transparencies in glass mounts. 
9. The photographer's name and address must be written 
on EACH transparency or print (or sequence ol photo 
graphs, in the case of categories 1 and 2) 
1 o. Each photograph must be placed in a separate 
envelope; for example, rf you enter 1 0 photographs in four 
categories, you will need 10 envelopes. 

The following details must be written on each envelope: 
category number, your name and address, a description of 
the subject of the photograph (see also rule 4) and where 
and when it was taken. The envelopes must not be sealed 
and should be mailed in one package. 

No photograph may be entered in more than one 
category. 
11. Your entry packet must be accompanied by ONE copy 
of the form on page 145 
12. If you want your entry returned, you must enclose an 
sae of suitable size 

If special postal services are required, please enclose a 
cheque made out to the Fauna and Flora Preservation 
Society; overseas photographers should enclose an inter- 

national reply-paid coupon to cover postage. 
13. No entrrescan be returned before August. Winning and 
highly commended photographs may be kept until the 
opening of the exhibition 
14. Should the quality of entries fall below the standard 
required, the organisers reserve the right not to award a prize 
tn a particular category. 
15. The organisers and sponsor reserve the right to free 
reproduction and exhibition of the prize-winning entries and 
those that are higly commended in connection with this con 
test and publicity for it. 

Payment will be made for reproduction of photographs in 
any other connection. 
16. The winners will be chosen by a panel of judges 
appointed by the organisers The organisers' decision on all 
matters relating to the competition Is final. 
17. Results wHf be published in the December 1986 
issue of BBC WILDLIFE. Winners will be contacted in 
August. 
18. Photographers aged 17 or under must read 1he Young 
Photographers' Rules (see pages 144-5). 
19. Every care will be taken with photographs entered for 
this competition, bui we cannot accept liability for loss or 
damage, however caused. 
20. THE CLOSING DATE for entries is Monday 30 
June, 1986. 

Another Superb Poster Offer 
fhe touching picture of a polar bear 
with her young cub which appeared 
on the cover of the December issue 
of BBC WILDLIFE magazine is now 

available as a quality art poster. 
It is a limited edition so early 

ordering is advisable. 
£1.55 each 
(inc. p. &p.) --------------- 'lb: Wildlife Selection, PO. Box~33. Portishead, Bristol I 

Please send me Poscer(s) of the Polar hears aUJ.55 each I 
I enclose cheque/Pt). for£ made payahle to 'Wildlife Selection· I 
Signature Dat, I 
.\'amt,'------------------------- ~~ I 

I - Postcod ..J '----------------- 



-------HOLIDAY IDEAS----------. ~--- .... ! SOUTH \ 
1AMERICAi 
I Small-group holidays (3, 

4, 5 and 6 weeks), and I 
I low cost flights for in 

dependent travellers of I 
I a111 ages, to all part~ 

o Central and I 
South America. . 

I Ask for a brochure 1 or fare quotation 
JOURNEY LATIN AMERICA 

\ 

16DevonshireRdLondonW4' 
01-747 3108 ~---- 

~ 

* Open March - October (incl.I 

'<J < * All rooms with private bath or shower 

* Heated throughout 

\-4 } * 
Fully Licensed 

* Close to Handa Island Bird Sanctuary 0// ,J-~ 
~ <.; * Nearby Seals, Otters, Deer, Badgers 

'.Y Scourie 
Standing in its own estate at the head of the _island-studded Eddrachilles 
Bay, here is the perfect centre for hill-walking, climbing, photography, 
or for touring amidst the magnificent scenery of the North West. 
The 200 year old house has recently been modernised to provide guests 
with a high degree of comfort, yet has retained all its old and traditional 
charm. 

For brochure, write or phone Scourie (0971) 2080 

l~!Jl~Nfrftl 
Breathtaking cliffs teeming 
with sea birds, superb beaches 
wild moorland, quiet estuaries· 
Friendly places to eat drink 
and stay For FREE colour bro 
chure contact 
Kate Howells, 
Tourism Office 
(WU, Cambria 
House, 
Haverfordwes 
Pembrokeshire 
SA61 1TP 
or phone 
0437 66774 
(24 hours) 

ISLE OF MULL 
GLENFORSA HOTEL 

by Salen 

0 1_Altraclive 
Norwegian Log 1-loiel 

s~ ig~lfully situated in secluded grounds by 
cei~l~ fof ~~ll and Forsa River. Splendid 
and sa~ aaily_ wi.ldlife tours. Own sea trout 
adjacent oEn fishing. Very good air-strip 

B · xcel!ent menu a~1d wine list 
Colour ~;uiiful views. F~lly licensed. . 

servir;hure and P?rl1culors of 2 car ferry 
M es from resident propnetors: 
r. & Mrs. R. Scotl-Howitl 

Tel: (06803) 377 

.·~~ 
_S~~:. 
lrnrnurll Jl{luJl J,Jord&i'.t11t11ur11nf 

Ov)·d~. N. D~1'0n. (OZ7JJ890Ul 

TURKISH WILDLIFE 
HD LI DRYS 

EASTERN TURKEY 
2 and 3 weeks June, July, August 

£755 inc. 
BLACK SEA BEACHES & ISTANBUL 
1 /2/3 weeks June to September 

from £285 inc. 
We offer an exclusive and personal holiday 
in Turkey giving you a look at the authentic 
Turkey. All trips are organised by us and our 
experience in the country combines to give 
you a wonderful holiday in the region of Van, 
Hakkari and Mt. Ararat. Adventure that you 
will remember. Istanbul and the Black Sea 
combines to give you a beach and historical 
holiday. 

BIRDWATCHING: Central Turkey; 
Bosphorus Migration. Apr./May, Sept. 
TURKISH WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS 
8 The Grarige, Elmdon Park, 

Solihull, West Midlands B92 9EL 
021-742 5420 021-705 5535 

A Signpost and Ashley 
Courtenay Recommended 
Hotel RAC*** 

BALCARY 
BAY HOTEL 
A uchencairn 
Nr. Castle o'ouglas, 
Dumfries and Galloway 

A family C ba k run . ounr r y House dating 
on ch 10 1625, in magnificent setting 
ro/be ~hores of the bay. Ideal base 
and ~~I watchmg, _walking, touring 
rel . leisure acuvines or a quiet 

· axmg holiday with good food and 
wine. 
Central h · Jou _eaung, cosy cocktail bar, 
bed nge Wtth open fire. Four poster 

s, snooker room. 

Write or phone (055-644) 217 

\'pVERcoM8i-~~TEL 
w:t~~n Dartmoor. a natural place for 
Overcogm~nd _enjoying the countryside. 
between t: 1s. a small licensed hotel 
West 0 e high moor and the rivers of 
Phere evo~. lt offers a friendly atmos 
and · com ortable rooms, good food 
Chilcfr:rsonaJ service. 
Discov~ ~nd dogs welcome. 
Walk in enrnoo- through our series of 

Hor; we_ekends in March and April. 
Tel· abridge, Yelverton, Devon 

RAC · Yelverton (0822) 853501 
AA Ashley Courtney Recommended 

WILDLIFE IN NORTH DEVON 
Stay at a Thatched Hoof Queen Elizabeth tst 
Period House Hotel and join one of our year 
round Weekend Breaks for Nature Lovers 
led by a local conservationist and warden 
exploring the NNl~ of Braunlon Burrows. 
Jn the C\"Cning enjoy our Chefs Cuisine with 
a choice of menus and the comfort of our 
well appointed bedrooms. most with en-suite 
Facilities and some with 4 poster beds. 

For de/oils please conrcct: 
KITTIWELL HOUSE HOTEL & RESTAURANT 

WILDLIFE HOLID.~l'S 
AA CROY DE, RAC 

NORTH DEVON EXJJ 1 PG 

j§roab 3Jngs 
~ountrp ~ cuse 

Anne Baxter 
Skelghyll Lane, Ambleside, 

Cumbria, LA22 OHF. 
Tel: Ambleside (0966) 32562 

Residential Licence 
BROAD INGS is situated in 16 acres of woodland some 
400 feet above the largest and most beautiful ol the 
English Lakes, Lake Windermere, and enjoys 
panoramic views across the northern end of the lake 
through the Langdale Valley to the Wrynose Pass. 
Set in the heart of English Lakeland, it is id~a! for those 
seeking peace and quiet whilst still re~aining within 
easy walking distance of the shopping cen_tr_e of 
Ambleside. It is an ideal centre for all the tradm~nal 
Lakeland activities such as walking, climbing, sailing, 
water skiing, pony trekking, etc., or even just eating 
and sleeping. 
BROAD INGS COUNTRY HOUSE specialises in Game 
and Counuy Dishes and good food in quiet. 
comfortable surroundings is assured. 

WILDLIFE IN BULGARIA 
1986 TOURS 

Nature Lovers & Geographers 
18 May-1 June - Price: ~395 

Black Sea & Ahodope Mountains regions; seven 
full-day excu11Sions. Leader: Prof. E. J. Shellard. 

Ornithologists - all tour~ eigh~ full-day 
excursions with Bulgarian Ornithologists. 
A. 26 April-1 O May - Black Sea & Danube 
1egions. Leader: Mr. Laurence Rose, A.S.P.B. 

Price: £399.50 
8. 11-25 May - Black Sea & Rhodope 
Mountains regions. Price: £448 
C. 20 Sept-4 Oct - Regions as No. A. 
Leader: Mr. Graham Elliott, R.S.P.B. 

Price: £415 
ALL TOURS: Na1ional Parks & Reserves with 
some endangered species. Two weeks full board, 
tourist hotels, charters from Gatwick. 
Details from: The British-Bulgarian Friend 
ship Society, 69 Upper St., London N1 ONY 
Itel: 01-359 0507 or 01-673 29311 or the 
Bulgarian Tourist Office (tel: 01-499 69B81. 

Po!timorl 
South Zeal, Okehampton, Devon 

HOTEL - WYE VALLEY 
Lovely Georgian Country House still 
run as a home rather than as a hotel. 
Set in attractive secluded gardens, 
close to the River Wye and the Fores( 
of Dean. Quiet, comfortable, relaxing 
atmosphere. Meals freshly prepared 
by the proprietors. Quality but in 
expensive wines from our cellar. 
Hotel open April to mid-October. 
AA/RAC 2 Star. Prices from about 
£23 for four c·ourse dinner, bed and 
English breakfast. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
Pencraig Court Hotel (BBC) 

Nr. Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 
Tel: 098-984-306 

1-4 \A;:V~N~~-, 
I v INTERNATIONAL I 

Spccialis1s in EGYPT, KENYA, 

I 
TANZANIA and ZAMBIA. 

1 Lei u.s plan your African Holiday ofa 
life1ime to sui! boih your Holiday I requirements and budge!. f 
*Special Interest tours 

r *Camping and lodge safaris I 
*Walking and air safaris 

I *Exclusive Safari 10 the Scio us Game I 
Reserve in Tanzania - limited space only 

I 
I 

I •and rnarn_y_m_o_r• _ 

Contact )). Uft\l)ICl'"'Tl)I' 
~ INTERNATIONAL I 335 The Linen Hall. 162/168 Rege111 Si 

London WI R 5TB: Tel: 101 I 437 7435/6 
1------1 

,.,,...[/~.-~ ... 
A chrir:ming that_ched gt;eslhouse 

delightfully s1tua1ed in the 
OARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK 

A.11tirrl'.·d lhi· Hril1s~ Tourisl_.-\u.Jhorit_r"s Conrnwndo!iun 
.. !·or011hlunrlmg Jlospi!olil)·unrl Good Food 
J he pcrfccl pta~~ for rela\"a1ion and good food and nn ideal 
~1~11~~~:i~t '~~~k;~~~- riding. fishing and touring liol ida!' s 
Sercnbedr_ooms.fourwithpriraicbathroom. Hornc-oroirn 
prod_uce. Licensed bar. Colour TV. Full central hcalii~g and 
log r1res. Brochure on requesl. Dogs welcome. 

Tel: Okehampton (0837) 840209 

ARGYLLSHIRE 
RAHOY ESTATE 

Escape to the tranquillity of Rahoy 
Estate. Relax in one of our modern, well 
equipped, lochside cottages, enjoy the 
unforg_ettable birdwatching, more than 
130 different species have been seen 
locally; or explore in the Grade 1 S.S.S.I. 
of over 770 acres, world famous for 
lichens, mosses _and wildflowers, go loch 

or river fishing. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 

Our cottages can sleep 4 or 6 in com 
fort. From £70 per unit per week. For 
free,_ col_our brochure and details of 
special discount and free venison offer 

write to: ' 
Mr. & Mrs. Hornsby 

Rahoy Cottage, Rahoy E~tate, 
Morvern, Argyll, PA34 SXE 
or Tel: 096 784287 NOW 

SUFFOLK 
Self Catering adj. famous MINS 
MERE BIRD SANCTUARY/NAT. 
TRUST LAND, convenient Alde 
burgh Festival. Character residence 
m 35 acres woodland, direct access 
beach. 8 flats, 2 cottages, bungalow, 
chalet, 2/7 persons. Bar, shop, 

games room, T.V.s. 
Send 17p for colour brochure· 
Cliff House, Minsmere Road, 

Dunwich, Saxmundham, 1p17 3'0Q 
Tel: (072 873) 282, 



EXPLORE 
'Gorilla Search' 
Search for the elusive silver-back 
mountain gorilla of Zaire, one of the 
world's endangered species, and trek 
up the fabled "Mountains of the 
Moon" 24 days from £795 ex 
London. Deps. 20 Jan .and 10 Feb; 
then Jun to Sep. Also Iceland 
Birdwatching, Amazon Jungle, 
Rajastan Camel Safari, plus 40 other 
tours, treks and expeditions. Small 
groups, expert leaders 
For FREE brochure wilh all lhe facts: 
Explore Worldwide (BW), 7 High Street, 
Aldershot, Hants GU11 1BH. 
2il" 0252 319448 (24 hrs) 

---.-----HOLIDA y IDEAS-------.;.__, 

_Ji,M~; ISLE OF SKYE - 
~~WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS 
- ..,..,,~~>, 
Our comfortable croft house overlooks Loch Mor and Waterstein Head. You have entered 
the world of falcons and otters. 1986 will be our 7th veer of informal, professionally-led 
field studies - a series of carefully chosen leisurely guided walks. Here is an opportunity 
~or a .detailed exploration of Skye's most westerly peninsula, its rocks and rock pools, 
its wildflowers, lichens and ferns (over 350 recorded species) and birdlife.that includes 
golden eagle, peregrine falcon, red throated diver, corncrake and some of the largest 
colonies of nesting seabirds on the island. 
6 guests perweek ensures i~dividU~! attention and food that is simply special - Skye 

prawns, scallops, salmon, vemson, fruit and vegetables from our own garden with fresh 
homemade.bread, S?ups, ice cr~am ~nd scones (recommended in 'Cuisine' magazine). 
Every evening meal is served with wine (at no extra cost) and is followed by fresh filter 
coffe~ and .mints in t~e sitting room wh~re g~ests can relax by an open peat fire. 

Holidays 1~clu~e 7 nights accommodation with all meals, 5 days of field studies with 
use to catadioptric telescope, free binocular loan and an optional 'Twilight Safari'. From 
£ 150 per week (not registered for VAT). Brochure on request. 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Mitchell 
Waterstein Field Studies, Glendale, Isle of Skye, IV55 8WT 

Tel: 047 081 310 Open all year 

TROPICAL 
BIRDPARK 
ST, LAWRENCE 
ISLE OF WIGHT 
Situated within 
the heart of the 
undercliff, with 
an almost sub-tropical climate. 
You can rub shoulders with over 
300 exotic birds in walk through 
aviaries, on the woodland trail, 
and around the ornamental lake. 
Send now for colour broch ure, and 
detoi!s of ornithological visits to the: 
Old Park Hotel, SI. Lawrence, 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
Tel: 0983 852583 

BOSWEDNACK 
MANOR 
ZEN NOR, 
STIVES 

Birdwatching, natural 
history, photography 
archaeology and art holidays 
in the most spectacular part 
of Cornwall Small groups, 
expert leadership, relaxed 
atmosphere. 
£85 p/w includes tuition and 
full board in our comfortable 
farmhouse overlooking sea 
and moors. 
SAE please for further details. 
Tel: 0736 794183 

MID 
WALES 
REMOTE COTTAGE 
set in beautiful hill 

country with 
panoramic views to 

the south. 
The cottage is 
modernised and 
sleeps 10, thus 

providing excellent 
accommodation for 
one or two families. 

The area is idea! for children, who enjoy a freedom 
to wander, not possible in more populated areas. 
Birdwatching and walking are excellent. There is 
a nest-box scheme, attracting mainly pied 
flycatchers. Within walking distance there are very 
varied habitats, including three lakes. The sea and 
Snowdonia National Park are an easy hour's drive 
away. 
Please phone Mrs, Heddswlck 

on 0926 613543 

Unique Holiday 
• in an 

Island Castle 
Private boat to take you 
among the seals, puffins 
and seabird colonies. 
For details write: 
Balfour Castle, 
Shapinsay, 
Orkney 

Tel: (0856 71) 282 

~r 
INDIA & NEPAL 

KASHMIR & LADAKH 
SOUTH !NOIA & RAJASTHAN 

PLUS SPECIAL TIGERS 
AND BIRDS TOUR 

MADAGASCAR 
UNIQUE ISLAND TOUR 

SEE LEMURS AND OTHER 
RARE FAUNA AND FLORA 
PLUS TURKEY & MANY OTHER 

TOURS WORLDWIDE - BROCHURE 
HANN Ol'EIU.ANn 1w1 

185 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD 
LONDON SW16 6EG. 01-769 6659 

YORKSHIRE DALES 

Charming. Iamily-run Georgian Country 
House, set in its own secluded grounds. 
offering fresh food and goo<l wine: con 
l ra! heating and open fires. and bed· 
rooms wil h en-sutte facilities. Complete 
tranquility in unspoilt Dales village in 
this area of outstanding natural beauty. 
ideal for 3 Peaks, Lakes. Bronte/ Herriot 

country. 
Brochure: 

THE TRADDOCK 
Austwick, LA2 8BY 

or Telephone: 04685 224 

DISCOVER GALLOWAY 
from the 

Wlerrich {JC<9lef 
King Street, Castle Douglas, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, DG7 1DZ 
AA* - RAC* - Relais Routiers 
A Private Hotel for birdwatchers, 
botanists, walkers, golfers, fisher 
men - at a centre for touring the 
region. 
Good food and accornrnodation at 
a reasonable price. 
Lounge, residents bar and car park. 
Brochure by request from Resident 
Proprietors, Arthur and jean Webb. 

Telephone: (0556) 2173 

~)( 
"WILD WATCH" 
Fah-Loon!J, Graces Walk, 

Frinton-on-Sea, Essex COI3 9PQ 
Tel: 02556 78053 

ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 
ALL SEASONS 

Birdwatching,. Sailing, 
Photography, Painting 

Enjoy your hobby whilst explor 
ing Arthur Ransom's beautiful 

"Secret Waters" 
Land and Sea Excursions 
Personally Supervised. 
S.A.E. for Brochure 
with full particulars 

Papyrus Tours 
specialising in 

KENYA 
198&/7 

FOR BEST VALUE IN 
LEISUREL y TOURS wrru 

EXPERT LEADERS; 
SUPERB ITINERARIES 
FOR 2 AND 3 WEEKS 

for brochure 
10 Fore Hill Avenue, 
Doncaster DN.4 7EX 
Tel.: 0302 537824 

WALKING HOLIDAYS 
Join our leisurely guided walks 
and discover Exmoor's breath 
taking scenery: enjoy escorted 
visits to National Trust proper 
ties and gardens and return to 
the comfort of a three star hotel. 

Brochure from: 
WAYFINDER HOLIDAYS (C) 
83 Abbotsham Road, Bideford, 

North Devon EX39 3AQ 

~ BEACHFIELD 
~- HOUSE 

PERSONALLY ESCORTED 
1986 TOURS 

KENYA: 1st and 15th August 
Tented Wildlife Safaris for 
gameviewing, photography and 
birdwatching. Exploring Masai 
Mara, Samburu, Amboseli, 
T savo and the Rift Valley Lakes. 
2-weeks, £985 or 4-weeks, 
£1,570. 
INDIA: 1st November 
Rajasthan visiting Jaipur, 
Udaipur, Agra, Taj Mahal and 
the Pushkar Camel Fair. 
3-weeks, £1.450. Palace 
accommodation. 
ADVENTURE AGENCY 
The Square, Ramsbury, 
Marlborough, Wiltshire. 
10672) 20569) .. Agency 

Derek and Mary Schofield 
welcome you to their family . 

Guest House which is situated on 
the shore with unrivalled views. 
We offer a happy atmosphere 
with home cooking and a select 

wine list. 
Ideal for a relaxing holiday. 

For brochure - write or phone 
Beachfield House, St. Mary's, 

Isles of Scilly. 
Tel: (0720) 22463, 



r--------HOLIDA Y IDEAS----..::.:...= _ 

TOURS IN 1986 
PERU'- nature and the past - June 
CHANGBAI MOUNTAINS of CHINA - botany in June 

KENYA - wildlife safari - August 
SOUTHWEST CHINA - a botanical expedition - September 
MALAYSIA & THAILAND -jungle trails and coral islands - 
November 
Many other destinations featured - details from: 

RAOUL MOXLEY TRAVEL 
76 Elmbourne Road, London SW17 BJJ 
Tel: 01-672 2437 England 

The Old Mill 
Applethwaite 

An ideal location lo enjoy the natural 
LAK~o~tryside and wildlife of the 
A . !STRICT NATIONAL PARK 
tw~ui~i~ev1ted hamlet with superb views. 
recover s rom Keswick. !he recently 
cha e~ old mill ~till retains its charm and 
wa recter · we specialise in good food and 
an~R~~mfort_abte surroundings. Roe Deer 
delights f Squirrels are some of the visual 
year Di or the keen naturalist. Open all 
Pl · nner · Bed and Breakfast from £ 18 
ease telephone Kes. (0596) 73604 

TRANS-AFRICA 
Lolidon/Joburg 
18 Weeks £1,320 
London/Nairobi 
15 Weeks £1.200 
Scheduled departures 

TRACKS 
12 Abingdon Road, London 
WB 6AF. Tel.: 01-937 3028 

AFRICA WITH 
AFRICA ACCESS 
* 

5~VERLAND 
EXPEDITIONS: 

J 
. Month Trans-Atrtca UK/Nairobi/ 

o burg 
* 6 Weeks South East Africa Safari 
* 4 ~eeks Trans-Sahara + West 

Afnca 

* 15 Days Tanzania: Big Game Safari 
* 2 Weeks Morocco: A World in One 

Country 

FROM £225 + FLIGHT 
Brochure: AFRICA ACCESS l TD 

HILL HOUSE 
THE AVENUE 

LEWES 
E. SUSSEX 
8N7 1QS 

TEL: LEWES 
(0273) 471539 

TELEX: 878159 AFRICA G 

WILDLIFE 
ESPANA 

12 days Central and Southern 
Spain led by professional 
naturalists. 
Small parties with privileged 
access to private sanctuaries 
including Coto Donana. 
Excellent accommodation, 
private huntinq lodges. 
Flexible programme of fauna, 
flora and regional interests. 

Wildlife Espana, 
3 Canynge Square, Clifton, 

Bristol BS8 3LA 
Tel: (0272) 739803 
Telex: 44220 Comtel 

BISHOPSTEIGNTON 
HOUSE 

Centre for Learning and Leisure 

i 

MAY TO SEPTEMBER 1986 
Woodland Birds 
Badgers, Otlers and Foxes 
Bi~s and the Ecology of the S.W. Coastline 
Beginners Gi.J.ide to Marine Life of S. Devon 
Devon Nature Walks 
~ IntrOO.uct_ion to Mushrooms and Toadstools 
Migratory Birds . 
The per~ect sp~t for studying wildlife; overlooking the 
beautiful Teign estuary and close to Dartmoor. 

Bishopsteignton, South Devon .TQ14 9SD. 
Tel: Q6267. 5270 

Northern Scottish Highlands 

Heathenvooo 
park 

Our reol Norwegian lodges. bcoutifull~' 
timbered throughout. offer a high standard 
of comfort anytime of year. A natural wo?d 
land setting pro,·ides privacy and seclusion 
without isolation. Town. beaches. golf and 
other amenilies are a few minutes away. 
The area is rich in geology. ornithology. and 
is of areat appeal to the naturalist generally. 
For ~os1 people. the peace. tranquillity and 
scenery 10 be found in thts .lowest popula1ed 
area of Britain is perhaps its greatest asset. 
Please wrile or phone for brochure: 

Tel: (0862) 810596 
Heatherwood Park, Dornoch, 

Sulherland, Scotland IV25 3Q) . 

ENGLISH 
WANDERER 
Walking 
Holidays and 
Week-Ends 
Lakes, 
Cotswolds, ~__;-~~ 

Dales and others. 

13 Wellington Court, (WL) 
Spencers Wood, Reading RG7 IBN 
Telephone: 0734-882sis . 

The Changing Seasons 
A senes of weekends for all interested in 

0 
birds and the countryside 

ani:I e~~~~J byTrevor Gunton of the RSPB 
Ma. em in the county for over 17 years 
Thi f ~»~\\~ 4~ h 1986 . 
Fow]mere l~ rcas are likely locations: Wickcn Fen, 
S<'ptemt> ' iule Paxton and Grafham Water. 
A lime 0~r 

2~~h "7 28~h 1986 .. 
coast (Tit~w 

11)ugrauon, 
we shall v1s11 the Norfolk 

lndii•idual ad~i a~d Rutland Waler. 
No long di ce will be on hand to help beginners. 
Will be by ist.ance walking is fnv~l11ed and all travel 
~me aciu:i~;"!1:t~f~~r ~i~~~~· giving the maximum 

b~~;:h~~;~~i1~reak, set in the heart of rural ca.m 
in cornfonablc des a welcome pack, ~coommoda11on 
and shower. Ful~nd s~ac1ous rooms ~'lt~ priva1e b<Uh 
P~eseniaiio . fEnghsh Breakfast, picnic lunch shde 
dinners (pl n, in ormal discussion and three c~ursc 
or (59 50 (~1coffee) all at the very amacti\'C price 
weekcn.d). ay weekend) and £64.50 (September 

m-._ Contact: Sue Hunler on 'U/ Hunlingdon (0480) 810434 
/il"!11!) THE BRAMPTON HOTEL 
10l!iiJi5 BRAMPTON, HUNTINGDON, 

.....::: CAMBRIDGESHIRE - 
NATUREWATCH 

CORNWALL. 
May Jist - June 6th, 1986 

C 
£119 inc. 

Ornwall' b s marvellous flowers 
Utterflies, birds and seashor~ 

Creat ur · RSN es in early summer. 
F. C leaders, films, talks. 

\, ive days of gentle field trips 
} Two star hotel. Countr; r house atmosphere. 

For brochure phone 
Pauline Boss 
(0736) 795294 
Karenza Hotel, 

St. Ives, Cornwall 

GEOLOGY·NATURAL HISTORY· 
ORNITHOLOGY·MARINE BIOLOGY 

BEMPTON RESERVE 
and 

FLAMBOROUGH 
HEADLAND 

HERITAGE COAST 
offers unique birdwatching. Spring 
and Autt1mn migran(s and Summer 
breeding. . 
Ideal.for walks and rambles (laid 
out by Heritage Coast Pro1ect). 
The Flaneburgh Hotel offers all 
home comforts at sensible prices. 
For details of short or long stays 
con(act Richard & Jill Traves 
Flaneburgh Hotel Flamborough 
Yorks YOl51LF Tel: 0262 850284 
OUT OP SEASON GROUPS WELCOME 

BREEDING AND 
CONSERVATION 
OF ENDANGERED 

SPECIES 
an intensive course run by the 
Jersey Wildlif~ Preservation 
Trust, for zoo staff, students 
and others interested in 
conservation and captive 
breeding (covers birds, 
mammals and reptiles), will be 
held 9 - 30 August, 1986. 
For information please contact: 
The Summer School Co-ordinator, 
Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust 
Trinity, Jersey, Channel Islands.' 

THE HILL WITH 
A VIEW ... 

to offering you stimulating week 
end courses on: 
Birds of Mid Wales 
2-4 May 
Tours, Travels and Tales 
9-11 May 
The Fascinating World of Bats 
11-13 July 
• National Park Location 
• Motorway Accessibility 
• Single and Twin Rooms 
Inclusive charge: Full board and 
tuition from £41 per course. 
Details from C. Stockham, 
THE HILL RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE, 
Pen-y-Pound, Abergavenny, Gwent 
NP7 7RP. Telephone: 0873 5221 



IT'S YOUR TURN wherein readers contribute news, 
views and assorted observations 

towards badgers, it would be 
surprising if the gaps had been 
left specially for them. 

Has anyone else noticed 
similar openings incorporated 
in drystone walls in other parts 
of the country? 

Margaret and Ralph Adams, 
Alstonefield, Derbyshire 

Paradise lost 

many stayed until the end of 
March. They would perch along 
the steel roof supports as it grew 
dark, their breasts showing up 
as a row of white dots, their tails 
as diagonal white lines. 

I have heard about pied wag 
tails roosting in large numbers 
in greenhouses and other warm 
buildings, but never over fur 
naces. Apart from the warmth 
generated by the casting pits, 
the shed doesn't have much to 
recommend it: all level surfaces 
are covered with thick dust; 
there is a deafening roar from 
the furnaces; cranes rumble 
and vibrate overhead; and as 
well as the glare from molten 
steel, there is a mass of flame 
when the furnaces are charged. 

But the birds are prepared to 
put up with all this, and have 
returned this winter Even on a 
mild evening in December there 
were about 150 of them. 

Raymond Hesketh, 
Wrexham, Clwyd 

Rightly or wrongly, m-m has 
received more than its lair share 
of publicity. But what of Africa's 
other 'mystery animals', such as 
the kerit, the chemosit or the 
ntaraqo> 
During the thirties, or there 

abouts, publications such as 
The Field carried intriguing 
reports of large, predatory, often 
homicidal, but always unidentifi 
able, animals which were fer 
vently believed in by tribes 
across East Africa, but rarely wit 
nessed by white settlers or 
visitors. These contentious ani 
mals became collectively known 
as the 'nandi bear'. 

Disappointingly, but predic 
tably, the few skulls and skins 
presented for zoological evalua 
tion were merely unusually large, 
unorthodoxly coloured hyaenas 
or occasionally leopards 
The few detailed studies of 

'unknowns' in books such as 
Frank Lane's Animal Parade or 
Bernard Heuvelmans's On the 
Track of Unknown Animals rely 
mainly on material that is more 
than 50 years old. Why doesn't 
anyone write about them any 
more? Maybe East Africans 
have given up telling others 
about them, or believe that their 
forefathers were fooled by over 
developed hyaenas 

But just in case anyone has 
recently heard a report of one of 
Africa's mystery animals. I would 
greatly appreciate the details 
even if the animal does turn out 
to be an abnormal hyaena. 

Michael Goss, 
(International Society for 
Cryptozoology member), 

57 Belmont Road, 
Grays Thurrock, 

Essex 

Wild resolutions 

1 was interested to read that one 
of Chris Baines's New Year's 
resolutions (New Moon, January) 
is to keep records of the w1ld.l1te 
in his garden. It's an occupation 
I can thoroughly recommend. 
Last year, I made a similar 

resolution-to record all the 
wildlile I observe on my daily 
walks with my dog rn a wood 
and the fields adjoining it near 
my home. 

My 'dog-walking diary' is now 
a year's treasury of discoveries 
made on my doorstep, and 
includes photographs of my 
'haven' throughout the seasons. 
Sadly, one of the fields that I 

used to walk through has been 
invaded by house builders, who 
have demolished the hedges 
where I used to pick sloes and 
now threaten one of the nearby 
badger setts. So some of my 
diary records have already be 
come history. Mrs SA Davies, 

Portishead, Bristol 

A cautionary tale 

For many years my parents have 
occasionally caught sight of a 
fox in their suburban garden. A 
few weeks ago, my wile and I 
were in the garden when it 
appeared. Unfortunately, in our 
efforts to get a clearer view, we 
frightened it. The lox panicked, 
ran across the road and was 
badly injured by a car. The driver 
had no alternative but to put it 
out of its pain. 
As you can imagine, we feel 

very bad about this episode and 
to try to make amends feel we 
should make other people aware 
of how important it is not to 
frighten animals. Apart from 
causing a road accident, you 
might prevent them from feed 
ing or give away their presence 
to predators. 
To end on a happier note, my 

parents tell me that another lox 
is now visiting their garden. 

M Wand C A Storey, 
Swindon, Wilts 

The island of Mauritius, with Its 
lovely beaches and turquoise 
lagoons, lies east of Madagas 
car in the Indian Ocean. For 
some years now a few unscrupu 
lous lishermen have been aban 
doning their fishing lines and 
nets for the more lucrative 
business of selling shells and 
other marine products to tourists. 
They are plundering the reefs 
and seabeds, and many species 
which were once abundant are 
now extremely rare. 

I would like to appeal to 
readers not to buy wildlife pro 
ducts when they are on holiday 
There are so many other sou 
venirs you can take home. A 
murex or coral is much more 
beautiful and useful in a lagoon 
than on a mantelpiece. 

R Nirsim Loo, 
Mauritius 

Erratum 
Contrary lo the report in our December 1985 
issue, India has decided not to ban the export 
of frogs' legs, although il is considering 
establishing frog farms. 

CROSS-POLLINATION WINNERS 
Karen Bradbury from Gamtingay, Bed 
fordshire, whose correct entry was the first to 
be drawn from a very large box full of com 
pleted crosswords, wins a copy of The 
Sunday Times Countryside Companion, by 
Geoffrey Young (Country Life Books). 
Miss D Penfold from Hawthorn Hill, 

Berkshire, whose entry was the second correct 
one drawn, wins Chris Baines's How lo Make 
a Wildlife Garden (Elm Tree Books). 

Brock holes 

We have noticed that near the 
north end of Dovedale, there are 
a number of small openings 
built into the drystone walls. 
These are much smaller (about 
20cm high and 13cm wide) than 
the 'cripper gaps' which were 
intended to let sheep, but not 
cattle, move from one field to 
another. 

It is evident that badgers 
regularly use the openings, and 
what we'd like to know is whether 
they were originally intended lor 
this purpose. The walls are pro 
bably a hundred years old, and 
given older farmers' hostility 

Warm wagtails 

The results ofthe'One-Grand Competition' 
will be published next month. 

Co right © 1986 BBC WILDLJFE Magazine. All rights reserved throughout the world. Reproduction in any manner, in whole or in pan, in English or other languages, prohibited. nJ.Y work may not be photocopied or otherwise reproduced within the terms of any licence granted by the Copyright Lrcensmg Agency Ltd or the Publishers Licensing Society Ltd. 
Printed by Ambassador Press Ltd, Colney Street, near Radlett, Hertfordshire. Typeset by Stephens_on Moore Ltd, King W1U1am House, 13 Queen Square, Bristol BSI 4NT. 

Colour separation by B&K Reprographics, Urut lA, Mill Mead, Starnes TW 18 4 UH 

150 

Last winter, pied wagtails started 
roosting in the rool of a large 
shed containing three electric 
furnaces at Brymbo Steelworks, 
near Wrexham. They were attrac 
ted by the warmth (the maximum 
number was about 200), and 

African oddities 

Another expedition should now 
have searched the Likouala 
swamps for mokele-mbembe 
the presumed dinosaur(leatured 
in BBC WILDLIFE, December 1984). 

BBC WILDLIFE MARCH J 986 



-----CLASSIFIED ANNOUNCEMENTS------ 

l>lrds /011e nlD :11:1 •I l•l•l•Jj 
71b WILDBIRD FOOD 

s £3.00; 141bs £4.62· 281bs [6 60· 
56lbs £12. 70; 1cw't £24.80. ' 

71b PEANUTS 
s £4.20; 141bs £7.04· 281bs [11 44· 

56lbs £22.30; 1 c_;,t £44.00 · ' 

7lb BIRDCAKE MIXTURE 
s [J.46; 141bs £5.54; 281bs £8.44; 
56lbs £16.30; 1cwt £32.00 

~~~riage P~id (mainland only). 
N ices subject to fluctuation. 
ot for human consumption. 

JOHN E. HAITH LTD. 
Dept BBC, Park Street, 
Cleethorpes, DN35 7NF 

For a FREE sample copy, send your name and address to: 
Mrs Erika Sharrock, Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

Bill 
Oddie 

COMPACT BINOCULARS 
S•HJ.•hTe 8•21 81<,ozs (47.00 
Cilv<1l•e• ,_,25 ra ee s (56.00 
C;11>.11ier 
z,,,,m 6-12•25 re oe s (89.60 
Cumbroa 
!Roof Prism) 7> 21 10015 (63.36 

Sounds 
Natural 

Audio Cassettes 
Including tape ~ new approach to birdsong on 
Pert · ake a sound walk with an ex- 
Bird $among 10 such trtles are "Wimer 
Forest'?unds" ·.,"Birds. of an Upland 
Spring·. and Blenheim Birdsong in 

Over 40 h many wi ot .~' natural history titles. 
extra. ith slide sets as an optional 

~~~~~u~lishe~ -- "The Ups and Downs 
Videos t ute ~an" 
Wild" 00 ~ The Woodme~ and the 
T and "Highland Harmonies" 
apes and slide/tapes made to order. 
S SAE for derails· 
Founds Natural, UpPer End, 
ulbrook, Oxford OX8 4BX 

Tel: 099382 2167 

"You can't call 
yourself a real 

birdwatcher 
until you're a 
British Birds 

reader" 

'Butterfly'farm 
(CHRISTCHURCH) 

For all your natural history needs. 
Butterfly livestock and equip 
ment, breeding packs for schools 
and beginners, ornithological, 
geological, osteological and other 
items. Environmental project 

packs for schools. 
Please send s.c.e. far details to: 

Butterfly Farm 
(Christchurch), (WL), 
Grove Road East, 

Christchurch, Dorset 
BH23 2DQ. 

Please note that we are not 
open to the public. 

O(TER rnusr 
British & 
European 
Otters 

EARSHAM, 
Nr. BUNGAY, 

SUFFOLK 

Microscopes 
Microscope Suppliers to the 
amateur, hobbyist professional 
microscopist. 

Ouality Microscopes and Stereo 
Microscopes. 

Full range of accessories, hand 
lenses, etc. 

We specialise in low 
cost Microscopy. 

Send for cataiugue to: 

Brunel Microscopes, 
11 3 Henbury Road, 
Henbury, Bristol BS10 7AA. 
Tel: 10272) 500162 124 hr service) 

Stamp appreciated. 

The Otter Trust. under the direction of Philip and 
Jeanne Wayre. presents a unique collection of 
otters from around the world. 
Enjoy a fascinating close-up view of the animals 
in their natural surroundings of reed-lined river 
banks. Follow the pleasant made-up paths around 
the lakes stocked with many rare water-Fowl. 
and through woodland inhabited by delightful 
Muntjac Deer. all adding up to an exciting and 
unusual day out for the whole family. 

• REFRESHMENTS • GIFT SHOP 
• PICNIC AREAS 

Open 10.30 a.m.-6 p.m. or sunset if earlier 
(April-October inclusive] 

(Proceeds to Otter Conservation and Research) 

____ _J____--HOLIDA Y IDEAS··----r----- 
ARIZDNR 'B& & 
rwo SPECIAL rouns. CHINA 198 

led by experts: Mingle with pilgrims on 
China's sacred mountain 

Cactus Tour plus China hi-lights. 

1 19 May - 4 June Mount Tai and Beyond 
ncludes Organ Pipe National £ 1,693 

D
Monument, Papago Park ·1 f II 
esert, Botanical Garden For brochure with deta1 so a 
and the Grand Canyon tours contact: 

Birdwatching Tour SACU TOURS 
1 5 - 31 July • Society for 

For full details, please contact: Anglo-Chinese 
Cox & Kings Travel, Understanding 
46 Marshall St., 152 Camden 
London W1 v 2PA High sr.. London 
Tel: 01-439 3380 . NW1 ONE 

ABTA ATOL Tel: 01 ~482 4292 

Hotel Eilean Iarmain 

A small, old fashioned Highland Inn which has 
kepi its traditional domestic character. Central 
heating throughout, open peat and log fires. 
Candlelit dinners based on fresh local ingredients 
and vegetables from our own garden. 
Recommended by Relais Rouuer, Which's Good 

Hotel Guide and The Good Pub Guide. 
write for particulars to: Donald MacDonald, 

Hotel Eilean larmain, Sleat, Isle of Skye, 
IV43 8QR. (Tel: 047-!3·332). 

BIRDWATCH CORNWALL 
MARCH 21st-27th 19B6 

£112 inc. * Five full days of field trips. 
* Local RSPB leaders. * Evening films and talks. 

* Special help for 
beginners. 
Exciting seabirds, 
waders, ducks and 
birds of prey. 
House party atmosphere. 

Tel: Pauline Boss. 
St. Ives 10736) 795294 
for brochure and bird list. 

KARENZA HOTEL 
ST. IVES, 

CORNWALL 

Wlldllfe, Photography, 
Bird-watching, Walking, 
Choose to explore some of the 
most beautiful places in Britain 
from a wide range of weekends 
and holidays. Relax with good 
company in a comfortable farmhouse 
or family hotel, while each day 
leisurely excursions satisfy your 
curiosity about the countryside 
and its wildlife. 

For our detaHed brochure. 
please write to, OI phone: 

EARTHBOUND EXPLORER (BW} 
46 Chisbury Close, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG 12 3TX I@ lilf'I" 
(0344) 429 I 34 . W\ .• !!!!!" 

Special interest and adventure 
holidays from £225 excl. flights. 

FELUCCA SAIL TREK: 15 days incl. 
5 days on a felucca and Abu 
Simbel £285 excl. flights. 

EXPLORE. EUROPE; Camping. 
trekking, river-rafting, canoeing, 
yachting, cycling, houseboating 
programmes. 1-4 weeks. 

TURKEY DISCOVERER: 3 week 
tour of Eastern Turkey £275 excl. 
kitty and flight. 

SINAI TREKKING: 5 days £184 
excl. flights. 

Contact: 

TRANSCiLDBAL 
(Dept. 2), 

11 Kings Road, SW3 4BR 

Tel: 730 8941/2 
(24 hrs) 

Ask for our new brochures! 

KASHMIR and LADAKH 
with 

E. & F. TRAVELS 
means 

Personal care and your holiday 
individually planned and tailored 
to suit your own interests and 
desires. 
It may be a trek in the Himalayas 
(no backpacking). Photography/ 
birdwatching/trout f1sh1nglwater 
trekking or relax and be cosselled 
on a beautiful Kashm1_n House 
boal. or combinations of these and 
many more. 

E. & F. TRAVELS 
Creech Barrow, East Creech, 

Wareham, Dorset. 
Tel: (0929) 480548 



. TunniclifiieFs E 
BIRDL 

b 5 PETERSCOTI NOELCUSA·W1thaForeword y rr 

THREE CLASSIGS ON BIRDS, 
WILDLIFE AND THE COUNTRYSIDE 
Increase your enjoyment, knowledge and appreciation of our 
natural world with the Birds and Natural History Book Society. 
From standard works such as the New Naturalist series, Collins 
Guides, and important new works on single species, to the 
lavishly illustrated classics advertised here - all at savings 
exclusive to members of usually 25% -often more! 

Sample just a part of what's in store for you when you join 
by choosing one, tv . ..,, or even all three introductory titles for 
just£ 1 each plus p&p. 

1. TIIE SHELL COUN1RYSIDE BOOK. 
Our rich heritage revealed in over 300 pages and 230 

illuminating photographs. Discover the secrets of village 
tradition and development; learn how the patterns of 
field and hedgerow evolved; search out the mysteries 
of woods and wetlands, mountain and moorland, coastal 
paths and country lanes. 
PUBLISHED AT £14.95 -yours for £1 plus p&p* 

2. TIIE WILDLIFE OF TIIE ROYAL ESTATES 
Balmoral, Sandringham, Buckingham Palace, Windsor, 
the Duchies of Cornwall and Lancaster-are all 
havens for wildlife of all kinds. Explore these 
royal preserves with author Robin Page as he 

reveals the natural world concealed and 
hidden from the public eye. 
PUBLISHED AT £14.95-yours for £1 
plusp&p* 

3. TUNNICLIFFE'S BIRDLIFE. 
Regarded as a truly exceptional artist who 'knew 
his birds', Tunnicliffe has long delighted naturalists 
- riot only for his accuracy of line, plumage and pose, 
but for the authenticity of his setting. Here is your 
chance to pore over this fine collection of over 90 
colour plates, with complimentary text, in this large 
format celebration of his work 
PUBLISHED AT £16.95 -yours for £1 plus p&p* · r 
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f To: Birds and Natural History Book Society, 
Brunel House, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 2DW 
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Please enrol me as a member of the Birds and Natural History Book Society 
and send me the books numbered below at the special price of£ 1 each (plus 
50p• each towards post and packing) for which you will invoice me later. If 
not completely satisfied I may return the books within 1 0 days and owe 
nothing. 
As a member my only commitment is to buy four more books- offered at 
usually 25% discount (often more)-of mychoice, from the wide range 
featured in the free magazines, for a minimum of one year. Thereafter I may 
resign on one month's notice. 

Please send introductory books no. 

TJWLF 1 

Mr/Mrs/Miss _ 
lni~als 

Address 

Town~----------------- 

County Postcode _ 

DOD 4 


