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INTERVIEW WITH BIRUTE GALDIKAS 

~ ~ ?1! 

The first minute or so of the tape is very noisy and full of 
static. I picked up what I could. 

BG: I spent several hours with them. He was trying to 
impress me so that I would agree ... At the same time he 
was negotiating with Dian. Remember, he and Barbara 
were going to choose the best piece. I'm still 
searching for those letters. Evelyn mentioned that she 
sent you a copy of a letter that Dian had written me. I 
wrote you a long letter. I felt strongly about a lot of 
things. (CUT OFF) 

BG: (continued) My last trip I remember saying to somebody 
that he seemed okay -- the reason that I said it was 
because I didn't. 

H: He certainly has disappeared, hasn't he? Have you heard 
any talk about him at all, lately? 

BG: Yes, I think he's at the University of New Mexico, isn't 
he? 

H: Oklahoma, I heard. But it's mysterious to me as to how 
he is managing -- how he could continue on. 

BG: Well, because he is one of these perennial students. 

H: Well, where is his income ... 

BG: Perennial students -- they always get little fellowships 
or they do odd jobs or they get work associated with 
their research. My impression from him was that he 
wasn't stupid. I talk to a lot of graduate students, 
and he impressed me as your typical bright, North 
American graduate student -- I deal also with Indonesian 
and other graduate students. He fell right into place. 
But there was something about both him and Barbara 
King (?) that made me very uneasy. And then -- I told 
you before, I'm sure -- the story of that very evening 
when I sort of said, "Okay, Barbara, Okay, we'll 
consider you -- and I think you can come to camp." The 
curator of ... I think it was research -- the curator of 
research for the Oklahoma City Zoo at that time -- I was 
having dinner with him and I hadn't met him -- he was a 
friend of a friend -- and he pulled me aside when 
everybody had left the room and warned me about Wayne 
and Barbara, in such strong terms that I never ... 

H: Isn't that odd? Where is she now, do you know? 
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BG: ·I think she's in New Mexico. But I've told you all 
this. This is all stuff that I've told you. 

H: (talks abotu trail growing cold and rumor around 
Karisoke about photograph existing made by Wayne of 
killing of Dian}. 

BG: So how did this rumor get started? Does anybody have 
any idea as to why? Why this rumor? 

H: (talks about rumor} 

BG: Well, you know, I didn't talk to you about this before, 
but I know that Dian -- you mentioned the erotic 
thing -- now you've been researching her character. 
There are obviously aspects of her character that I 
didn't ... (INTERRUPTED BY WAITER} I mean, Dian never 
there was nothing about Dian that suggested 
erotic things, except that I noticed that she did pay an 
awful lot of ... she sort of did notice young men. I 
mean, I noticed 

H: You told me the story about Devore, which is a wonderful 
story. The young men -- I'm trying to think back in my 
own memory where the young men start. They probably 
start with Sandy Harcourt. 

BG: Yes, but Devore is not a young man by any estimation. 

H: The most interesting sexual analysis of her I have got 
is from Anita McClellan(?}. Do you know Anita? She 
was Dian's editor ... 

BG: That's why I know her name. 

H: (Talks about Anita being a feminist, although Dian was 
not) 

BG: No, she wasn't, on the contrary. 

H: (Anita's opinion that Dian was an extremely sexual woman) 

BG: I agree. 

H: Because she was like Janis Joplin, she took it where she 
could get it and that was it. 

BG: After reading Janis Joplin's biography, the only person 
that I've met that struck me was Dian. I mentioned in 
the letter ... The thing is that she talked it more than 
she got it. And I got that impression from Dian. She 
talked it a lot more than she got it and people were 
fooled by Janis Joplin. She talked that she was having 
affairs a mile a minute -- and I think Dian was the same 
way. 
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H: (Talks about Dian being the aggressor in a number of 
instances) 

BG: Well, I don't know that. 

H: But not always successful. 

BG: Well, that's what I mean. I mean, she may have 
indicated that she'd bedded people, but she really 
hadn't. That's the problem. 

H: (Talks about Anita maintaining that Dian was a sexually 
abused child by her stepfather) 

BG: Oh, I would believe that. I've never heard that before, 
but ... 

H: She conforms classically to that. She says, "I will put 
it to you that Dian was introduced to sex in the most 
unsavory way possible." 

BG: Oh, I believe it. 

H: And she detested her stepfather. 

BG: Yes, I knew that. 

H: And she told Anita that she had been sexually abused by 
him. The stepfather is still alive and there are only 
two parties to that kind of an episode and I'm sure he 
ain't going to confess to it. 

BG: But you know, if that's the case, do you think -- is 
there a chance that her being raped by the Africans was 
actually her being raped by her stepfather? 

H: You mean that she read this into her experience, and 
that she had fantasized this happening? 

BG: No, no. But the thing is, she told me repeatedly she 
was raped. It was something that would come out in the 
most -- not inappropriate, because we were together 
privately -- but it would just come out that she was 
raped and ... I mean, the first time she mentioned it to 
me, she said -- I remember her exactly -- she said, 
"Birute, I was raped!" I mean she said it in such a way 
that there was absolutely no doubt in my mind that she 
had been raped. I mean, the way she said it, you know. 
And then later, she gave me details, and then ... 

H: She did give you details? What details did she give you? 

BG: Yes. That was the first time that she, herself, had 
told me about it, but Louis Leakey had told me about 
it. He mentioned it several times to me. 
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H: But you say she gave you details. What details did she 
give you? 

BG: She gave me again, I don't write these things down ... 

H: (trying to trigger some memories ... ) What I've put 
together ... 

BG: She told me about a cage. She was put in a cage. 

H: She mentioned the cage? She was held in a cage for two 
days. And she was urinated on -- did she tell you that? 

BG: No, she didn't tell me about the urination. But she 
told me about the cage and that she was kept alive 
because somebody wanted her ... 

H: Being held for a general? 

BG: Yes. Somebody wanted her. And, you know, if indeed - 
it could be one of two interpretations, you know, this 
is just from knowing Dian -- the fact that Farley Mowatt 
never found, going through her papers, never found any 
evidence in the papers -- he couldn't have, because 
otherwise, he would have mentioned it ... 

H: Of course, he would have. 

BG: Unless -- unless, being a man ... You see, that's the 
other thing. Somebody mentioned it to me -- because I 
was saying, how could he miss it if it was in her papers 
-- and the woman I spoke to -- who was it? I forget who 
it was -- said to me, "Well, that's the problem. As a 
man, he could just choose not to. If that's not his 
vision of malehood, then he could just choose to ignore 
it." 

H: .Really? I think he'd have grabbed for that if he had it. 

BG: But that's what she said. Actually, this woman was a 
reporter -- we were just talking informally and Dian had 
nothing to do with it -- she was interested in talking 
to me. She wasn't interested in Dian, she was 
interested in coming to camp. 

H: Now, the best explanation that I have got as to why she 
would not acknowledge it officially -- see what I think 
Farley got was the official papers. 

BG: I think so, too. 

H: And I have that statement where she says to the State 
Department or somebody, "I was not harmed physically in 
any way." The best explanation for it is that the 
minute it was known that she was, she was going to go 
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straight home. Nobody's going to let her stay over 
there. 

BG: I agree. 

H: And so she deliberately withheld that information. 
{Goes on about that explanation ... ) 

BG: I think that makes sense. I think it's extremely 
plausible, especially if it was six months. Well, but 
you know, the other thing is, then, that's why that rape 
kept being mentioned over and over. I believe that. I 
mean, I don't know, but ... That's what they do. I 
mean, you hear the stories about what happens. I'm not 
saying Africans, one way or the other, but it's not that 
unusual an experience in Africa. I mean, if a field 
worker from Indonesia or other parts of the world would 

H: Well, there's a white African over there that says - 
the argument he makes is that if it had happened, she 
would never have gotten out of there alive. They would 
have killed her. If it had happened, if she had been 
raped, they would never ever have let her go. 

BG: But they wanted to save her because the general had an 
eye on her ... 

H: But then, why would they let her get away? 

BG: Maybe the general got drunk. I mean, maybe the general 
had a -- this is just conjecture, but 

H: But she got out in a Land Rover. 

BG: Oh, but you know why? If the general really had an eye 
on her -- this is why. Because, if he had indicated 
that she was important to him -- in reality, she might 
not have been -- but to his men, they could have thought 
that they couldn't harm her, that she had to be alive, 
she had to be in one piece, so he could enjoy her again 
-- they wouldn't have physically harmed her. 

H: Would they have let her have a Land Rover? 

BG: Maybe. Because if she's a general's ... 

H: She was under house arrest. 

BG: Yes, but I've had similar experiences -- nothing like 
rape or anything like this -- but where important people 
say something in public -- let's say that they think 
highly of me -- then I notice that the people underneath 
them -- this is nothing sexual at all -- will all of a 
sudden start treating me with kid gloves. It was 
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like ... some Dutch researchers told me that the Dutch 
Embassy in Jakarta treated them totally differently 
after Prince hart came to Indonesia and visited 
their camp and was buddy-buddy with them, and -- in 
reality, the relationship with Prince hart was 
new. 

H: But they thought that ... 

BG: Yes, that Prince hart had a special interest and 
they said that it was -- all they had to do was mention 
Prince hart's name in the Dutch Embassy and it was 
like, anything you want. 

H: Well, that's a good explanation, too. 

BG: They wouldn't mess around with the general's toy. And 
they might not even have raped her again because the 
general might get angry or the Colonel or whoever it was 
-- it could have been a sergeant, for all we know -- if 
he was in control of the men -- and then they would have 
treated her with kid gloves. But the sergeant or the 
colonel or the general or whoever he was -- he might 
have been just a nothing Like Prince ~~hart, he's 
the same thing. He just . 

H: (talking about historians of that period ... ) 

{TAPE CUTS OFF BRIEFLY) 

BG: I had arranged for her to come to SFU, and I had 
arranged for SFU to give her a thousand dollars ... 

H: What's SFU? 

BG: S F University. And so SFU sent down the 
thousand dollars, but it was a thousand dollars 
Canadian, because it's a Canadian University, right? I 
mean, they don't think in American dollars. And so, 
when the money came to the Leakey Foundation, Dian was 
furious. She said the Leakey Foundation was taking 
money from her, stolen money from her, because by the 
time it was translated, it was only like $800.00. They 
took out their ten percent. And she made such a stink 
about it, the Leakey Foundation actually gave her the 
thousand dollars American. 

H: You know, she never drew a salary of any kind. 

BG: Oh, I know she didn't, except when she taught at 
Cornell. Oh, no, I understand ... 

H: Do you know what happened at Cornell? Did we talk about 
that? 
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BG: A little bit. 

H: What went wrong? Because she was expecting to stay more 
than eight months. 

BG: Well, my impression is that she thought that her work 
would be so highly regarded that once she went there, 
that some people would be swept away by her work. I 
think she ... I think this was some conflict. Because 
whenever she went ... (SIDE ONE OF TAPE ENDS ABRUPTLY) 

BG: ... and Jane -- and this was not a publicized 
It was only open to the faculty and graduate students, 
and, in fact, they even had -- I don't know if they were 
armed, I think they were -- armed police officers in the 
back because the previous time that Jane Goodall had 
spoken at Cornell, there had been a riot because people 
couldn't get into the room. And so, I asked about it 
and I asked about -- somehow it came into the 
conversation -- I'd never seen armed police officers in 
the back of an auditorium, just standing there. 
Obviously, you don't get them in most lectures -- I'd 
never had it happen to me before. And so, it came out 
that there had been a riot or a near-riot. I don't know 
what the University officials would call a riot. 
Anyway, so what happened at Cornell was that Dian - 
Dian was not a hypocrite. She was not a hypocrite and 
she refused to do anything to behave like a proper 
academic. She_would not make any compromises, and in so 
doing, she may even have antagonized people a little bit 
by going in the opposite direction. You know, if 
something was expected of her, she would do the 
opposite. She had a little bit of that in her -- what 
do you call it contrariness? 

H: And also there is the academic game that she was 
expected to play. 

BG: She refused to play it. 

H: You don't know of any specific episodes? 

BG: Oh, I mentioned to you the one about where Cornell 
University wanted to tape one of her lectures? 

H: This was the thing where she had everybody come in 
in funny outfits? 

BG: Yes -- mismatched socks, bed stockings -- you know, 
nightcaps on their heads, pajamas ... 

H: It was Cornell that wanted to tape it? 
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BG: Well, it was Cornell that was putting the pressure - 
according to what people ... You know, I don't even 
remember if she told me -- she may have told me this - 
sometimes one thinks one should race home and write 
everything down in a journal because years later ... but 
I think it was she that told me this -- if it wasn't 
Cornell, she perceived it as Cornell putting pressure on 
her. 

H: And so she decided that ... 

BG: She said it was not part of her contract. If I remember 
correctly, that's what she said. Are you going to 
mention this business with the stepfather in your book? 

H: I don't see how I can. What I'm doing is telling her 
relations with her stepfather, but I can't accuse him of 
-- by the laws of libel, I can't -- I'd like to do it, 
but the minute I do it and can't prove it, I'd be 
successfully sued for libel. 

BG: He's going to sue you. 
I think there's a very 
say, her sexuality was 
thought she might be 

Well, this is what I'm saying 
good chance -- because like you 
a very ... Well, you know, I 

H: You thought what? 

BG: I thought when I ... the first time that I got close to 
her, I thought she might even be lesbian. Because her 
sexuality was so overpowering .. : 

H: Is that right? You mean, you could feel it, in a ... 

BG: Yes. But she wasn't. 

H: No, I know she wasn't. 

BG: She wasn't at all. But it was like she grabbed me. 
What she was doing was she was washing a sore of mine 
I had a sore on my hand and she was the only person 
who noticed it, and she was cleaning it ... 

H: This was the first time you met her? 

BG: No, no. But this was the first time I actually had a 
chance to be alone with her. What happened is, I went 
over ... Her room was close to mine at the 
Bergwartenstein (??)Council, so after everything was 
over, I sort of meandered over to her room. There was 
nobody else to talk to, and I wanted to talk to Dian. 
It was either Dian or Jane, and Dian was closer and I 
felt more accessible -- so I just wandered over and 
said, "Hi, Dian, and here I am" -- just like that, and 
just spent some time with her. And she noticed this 
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wound on my hand, and she grabbed me -- you know, it 
wasn't unpleasant -- and she said, "Oh, my God" or 
something like that -- I forget -- and she just grabbed 
it, and washed it for me, and medicated it -- but it was 
that ... when I say "grabbed" -- she did grab me, but it 
wasn't aggressive. You know, if I just grab your arm, 
like this and -- normally, people don't do this. In 
polite Western society, people don't just grab your 
arm ... 

H: That's right, they're not that physical. 

BG: Yes. She was very physical. And that was part of being 
in Africa, perhaps. 

H: She had her broken leg at that time, too. 

BG: Yes, she did and she was all dressed up in white lace. 
She was a vision in white lace -- some pretty in white 
kind of thing -- and she grabbed me. And that was the 
first time that I had been ... 

H: This was your second time to have seen her, correct? 

BG: No, that was '74. Yes, it might have been. You're 
right. The first time I met her, if I'm not mistaken, 
was at far I Court Road. 

H: That's right, when Louis Leakey was there. 

BG: -That's right. This was the second time. It had to have 
been the second time. 

H: Tell me your impressions of her during that Conference. 
That Conference lasted quite a while, didn't it? 

BG: I think it was eight days. 

H: And not necessarily a successful conference? 

BG: Oh, I disagree. 

H: It was very successful? 

BG: Oh, tremendous. I mean, for her. 

H: Tell me about it. 

BG: Oh, it was successful. I mean, she gave a nice paper ... 

H: It was said to be her best paper. 

BG: Could be, yes. That's what Sandy Harcourt claims. He 
claims he wrote it. 



10 

H: He claims he wrote it. 

BG: Well, he claims that he and Kelly collected the data for 
it. 

H: Who did he claim this to? 

BG: To me. 

H: Really? 

BG: Yes. That's when I started ... I mean, he said so many 
things to me about ... 

H: Now, tell me about Sandy -- because I had two 
with Sandy, and he was very uptight and he never struck 
me as a person who dished the dirt and would give you 
the lowdown about anybody, about anything. 

BG: Well, you didn't spend enough time with him. I mean, he 
said, I'm not going to talk about Dian. I said, "Well, 
why don't you want to talk about Dian?" And he said, 
"Well, because of what I would say." Eventually, what 
he said was that he essentially said that he hated 
her so much that he couldn't talk about her. 

H: When was this? 

BG: This was in 1975. Either 1974 or 1975. It was the time· 
that the Fellows Conference was held at 

H: The Leakey Foundation? 

BG: At Cal Tech. 

H: The Leakey Foundation. 

BG: Yes. We had several hours to kill and ... 

H: That would have had to be '75 or later. 

BG: Yes, it was probably '75. Because he and Kelly were ... 

H: And Dian wasn't there. 

BG: No, she wasn't there. I mean, I was flabbergasted 
because this was the first -- I mean, Jane had said 
things to me about Dian -- I mean, Jane had said, 
"She's really strange." You know, she won't admit it 
now,~because towards the end of their lives, they became 
bosom buddies, but that was. not the situation. Don't 
let anybody fool you about that, including Farley 
Mowatt. That's not at all what it was like at all. 

H: Did she say why she thought she was strange? 
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BG: Well, she said there was ... well, an obsession with 
shoes -- I noticed this obsession with shoes. 

H: An obsession with shoes? 

BG: Yes. I mean, she gave me a pair of shoes. 

H: Oh, yes, I remember that story. 

BG: I mean, she was obsessed with shoes. 

H: How fascinating. I never heard anybody say that. 

BG: Well, look at it. I mean what did she buy for her 
assistants? Shoes. What did she buy for me? I mean, 
she bought other things for me, but that was the only 
thing where I said, "My feet hurt" -- just a comment, 
and Dian just got up -- she was a very nice gracious 
person, but she had an obsession with shoes and feet. 

H: I have many letters where she writes about boots . 
but how else was she strange, beyond that? 

BG: Well, this is what Jane mentioned. But don't discuss 
the source, because Jane will never forgive me. But 
because Dian remembered a pair of shoes that Jane had 
worn years ago when she first met Jane and then the 
second time she met Jane, she commented on those shoes 
again, you see -- and so Jane thought that this was very 
strange, that somebody would remember a particular pair 
of shoes. But now I think -- it suddenly occurred to 
me, reading people's letters -- that Dian had an 
obsession with shoes. 

H: That's incredible. Did Jane ever say anything other 
than that as to why she felt she was strange? 

BG: Well, did you listen to the full tape that Jane did for 
Dian's memorial? 

H: Yes, but I don't remember anything about ... 

BG: Well, Jane is a very shrewd person. She is, in her own 
way, one of the most brilliant people that I have ever 
met. She's totally professional and she's very, very 
shrewd, and she has that British stiff upper lip. But 
she's also honest. She's a very honest person. So she 
will tell you the truth, she won't lie. She doesn't 
necessarily ... you have to ask her to get at things. 
And I thought that tape that she made was very honest in 
the sense that -- remember, she said that (because it 
was exactly how I perceived it, too) her relationship 
with Dian had its ups and downs. In fact, I've often 
said that I thought that part of reason why Dian became 
the way that she was was because of her experiences in 
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Africa. And Jane said, no, she was always that way. In 
fact, she's contradicted me again. 

H: And how would Jane know? 

BG: Well, because she met her before she went to Africa. 

H: Well, she met her only as she was going into Africa. 

BG: Right. And that was when she found her strange, you 
see. About the shoes and ... 

H: They had Christmas together, up in the desert. 

BG: Yes ... the gleam in her eye, something about that. 
There were a number of things that Jane said to me 
about ... 

H: It's a shame you didn't write those down. 

BG: Well, I remember the shoes because that struck me as so 
odd. And I know she used the word strange. 

H: She made little Christmas presents for everybody up in 
the desert. She was only with them two days. 

BG: Well, Jane was sort of ... 

H: You know, this whole episode of ~~~~~~·s kidnapping 
was something that came between them. Were you aware of 
that? 

BG: Oh, yes. 

H: And there was a long period when they didn't speak. 

BG: Yes. Five years. And that had to do with -- not so 
much, I think, Jane and Dian's relationship as Derek 
Brison. It was only after Derek Brison died that Jane 
and Dian sort of had this reapproachment. 

H: Well, I have a letter in which Dian says that she'll 
never again be able to look Jane in the eye and the 
reason was not because of Derek, although Derek was a 
party to it, but because Jane allegedly called her 
backers and told them not to make th~ money available 
... because it would interfere with 

BG: I agree. 

H: Really? 

BG: Oh, I wouldn't be surprised. I mean, the first thing 
that Jane Goodall said -- I asked one of Jane Goodall's 
students -- it was a little girl, I mean physically 
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little -- her name was Barbara Smuts (I think she's now 
married}. Well, of course, you see, what happens is 
that people's minds change over the years and what 
Barbara Smuts said to me in 1975 might be totally 
different 11 or 12 years down the road when she herself 
mellows and matures, the memories of the kidnapping are 
very different. But when the kidnapping memory was very 
fresh, she told me -- again, I was kind of undergoing 
this funny experience of all these people telling me 
they hated Jane, they hated Dian, and it didn't make any 
sense to me, because I admired them so much. I always 
have and I always will. But it was like cold water in 
the face. I'm very frank when my beliefs are threatened 
and this is what they are. And I said to Barbara, "Why 
do you hate her so much?" The same thing as I said to 
Harcourt. And she said that she would hate her until 
the day she died -- it was something like that she told 
me. 

H: Was it this version that I told you? 

BG: No, Barbara Smuts. 

H: I know, but was the version that Barbara Smuts told you 
that Jane failed to do what she could in order to get 
the hostages out? 

BG: Yes. But what she told me was that when she came out of 
captivity, the first thing that Jane said to her was, 
"Oh, goody~ Now we can write a book about this and we 
will make lots of money for " And there were 
three or four students that were still in captivity. 
And Barbara said, this is why .... 

H: Do you believe Jane was that cold-blooded? 

BG: Oh, yes. 

H: Really? 

BG: Yes. Because Ron Brindemor (?) and I discussed it. And 
we had two people disappear in our camp. And after it 
was all over -- they just got lost -- and it was shortly 
after the kidnapping and people just vanished. They 
disappeared in the study area. There was an Indonesian 
student ... 

H: Well, Jane had a girl fall off a cliff at her place in 
I 69 • 

BG: Right. That was Geisa Tolecki's (//) fiance. That's a 
very interesting thing also. And then, Ron and I talked 
about it after these two people were successfully 
they were just lost is what happened. 
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H: Well, give me the psyche of Jane Goodall just in those 
terms.' Do you think what happened with her is that she 
had become I don't want to put words in your mouth -- 
how could she have become that cold-blooded? 

BG: She always was. She's a very cold person. 

H: But cold in the sense that she cared more for her 
project than she did for human lives? 

BG: I would say so. But don't say that I said this, 
though. But that doesn't make Jane a bad person. 

H: No, of course it doesn't. But what does this say about 
Dian? 

BG: Dian didn't compromise. 

H: No, but one would think Dian would have been as 
cold-blooded as Jane Goodall in such things. 

BG: But she was. But, I guess, if you see somebody else 
doing it, you can be objective. The thing about Dian is 
that Dian personally -- you mentioned that you met her 
once or twice? 

H: Never. 

BG: Oh, you never met her. Okay, the thing about Dian is 
that if she was in a good mood and she wasn't off on one 
of her sort of erratic trips like what happened at UCLA 
-- she was a very, very warm, loving, giving, gracious 
human being. And she actually got along very, very well 
with human beings. I remember sitting in the back of a 
car with her. Ron and I were in the back, and some 
society lady -- I don't know who it was -- very well 
dressed, somebody from Pasadena or Beverly Hills, was 
driving the car -- and she and Dian were chatting. This 
was '76 -- this lady was driving us to the airport, the 
three of us, because we were going to fly together. I 
remember thinking to myself, I hope the day will someday 
come when I can sit and chat so easily and so well as 
Dian. I remember I was admiring her for it. She was 
just chit-chatting -- about architecture, or whatever. 
And Dian was -- it was so easy and so free -- and Dian 
was doing so well. 

H: Tell me -- the three of you are unique to history, I'm 
fully persuaded of that -- but there was somebody there 
before you, there was somebody there before Dian, and 
there was somebody there before Jane, in each of these 
fields. But no one else devoted their lives, as each of 
the three of you did. 

BG: That's right. We stayed. 



15 

H: So how do you see each other collectively when you, 
yourself, think about all that -- as you must. 

BG: What do you mean? Like ... Yes, especially since Dian 
used to have that thought about it. I didn't think 
about it before ... 

H: There's never been anything like this in the history of 
science. 

BG: I'm not quite sure I know what you're asking. 

H: Let me see if I can phrase it another way. Let's say 
that Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell, who were 
pals, accounted for inventions that changed the 
technical world of the United States. And they saw each 
other from time to time and were good friends. What 
would they think about their friendship after all of 
this and where would they put themselves in history and 
see what they had done and why -- and the unity as a 
group -- you are Louis Leakey's women -- you are his 
creation. One of the things about Dian ... (goes on 
about Dian's distance from Louis) But you three would 
not be there if it hadn't been for Louis Leakey. 

BG: I disagree. I mean, Jane would ... I'd still be in 
Indonesia, studying orangutans. I mean, Louis Leakey 
facilitated it. I mean, Louis Leakey put me in the 
field ... 

H: Would you have got there with some ... 

BG: I'm sure. Absolutely. Because I wanted to study ... 

H: Would you have been as inspired without Louis Leakey 
having ... 

BG: No, what Louis Leakey did is -- he made it possible in 
the sense that he provided the money. I mean, would I 
have been there as long? I'm not sure. 

H: My question is whether you would have been there? 

BG: Oh, I would have been there. 

H: Would Jane? 

BG: I'm not sure about Jane, but I know Dian would have been 
with the gorillas. 

H: How would she have got there? 

BG: I don't know, but she got to Africa in the first place. 
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H: She got to Africa, but she took almost every penny of 
what she had to get there, and she was broke paying it 
back that she went without lunch to pay the bank back 
that she got it from and she had no access to it 
otherwise. (TAPE CUTS OFF VERY BRIEFLY) 

BG: ... necessarily studying chimpanzees. But I know I went 
to Indonesia -- I mean the only reason was to study 
orangutans. I wanted to study orangutans, and I 
approached Louis Leakey and told him I wanted to study 
orangutans. I think I have a very strong sense of 
not so much predestiny -- nothing like that -- but I 
sometimes have sense about things. And I am a 
scientist, so I try to keep myself as unprejudiced as 
possible -- but I have feelings about things, I have 
feelings about people. Sometimes I meet somebody and 
I'll get an impression that he or she will have some 
meaning or will do something -- and usually, I tend to 
be right. I've been wrong, but I've been extremely 
rarely wrong. Maybe that's my own self-delusion. 
Psychologists show that people do delude themselves, so 
it could be. But my sense is -- I have a feeling, and 
I'm sure that Jane and Diane would probably in some way 
have this feeling -- and I know that I was born to study 
orangutans. It's just that simple. I look at my life 
-- I look back on it -- and it's like a straight line 
that led to the orangutans. 

H: The story is that you were in the lecture hall and he 
was lecturing -- and you went up to him and told him 
that you were anxious to ... That's ali true? 

BG: Absolutely. 

H: At UCLA? What was the class, incidentally? 
Anthropology? 

BG: Yes, it was Dating Techniques in Archaeology. 

H: Were you majoring in anthropology? 

BG: Yes, in anthropology. I was getting my master's degree. 

H: How did you come to be doing that? 

BG: Oh, I've always been interested in anthropology. That's 
what I wanted to do. But, my plan was -- before I met 
Louis Leakey -- (small talk about having a cold) -- What 
were we talking about? Louis Leakey? 

H: We got off on Leakey. What I was more interested in was 
the collective feeling the three of you had about each 
other and what turned out to be your common destiny in a 
sense -- to the sense you've articulated it to 
yourselves. 
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BG: Never talked about it among each other. Never. Never 
actually sat down -- and in fact, Jane Goodall, for many 
years, refused to appear with us. 

H: Really? Why? 

BG: Well, she said she didn't have time, but it was like an 
effort to get us to ... you know, for me, Jane and Dian 
to give lectures together. Dian and I were willing - 
but Jane refused. 

H: Why? Did she feel that it lowered her star status? 

BG: Well, one might perhaps have that suspicion. I mean, 
other people sort of indicated that -- but she always 
refused because she said she was too busy and she had 
other things to do -- now again, this is all what other 
people told me, because I never discussed this with 
Jane. Perhaps -- who knows? But then it was in 1981, 
just before then, that she sat down and said, okay. Now 
the thing in 1975 -- it just so happened that we were 
all in town on the same day -- and the Leakey Foundation 
said, "Oh, 3 or 4 days from now, Jane and Dian and 
Birute are going to be together, and why don't we get 
them to talk." That was not really a lecture, that was 
just one of these evenings -- it was very informal. 

H: Was there a time when you came to get the sense that 
Dian was coming unstrung? 

BG: At UCLA. 

H: That one episode? 

BG: Yes. S. _ Frazier was before that. 

BG: That's what I understood. 

H: That was '81? Did you see her again after that -- you 
did, didn't you? 

H: Where did you see her again? On the lecture circuit? 

BG: I saw her in the next June. We went to Chicago together 
and to New York together. 

H: What did you think then? 

BG: She had withdrawn. It was like the relationship between 
her and me was the same but it was very clear that it 
didn't matter to her anymore. 

H: How was it clear? 
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BG: Well, ·I don't know. It just didn't matter to her 
anymore. I really wanted to set things right, you know, 
and I thought ... 

H: What didn't matter to her? 

BG: It just didn't matter to her anymore. 

H: You mean life didn't matter to her anymore? 

BG: Yes, something like that. I mean, it was just like you 
couldn't reach her anymore. In the sense that 
remember, I mentioned that she was very warm -- it was 
all gone. 

H: Did Jane notice this about her? 

BG: I don't know. I never talked to Jane about it. But it 
was just like she was withdrawn -- and with this 
withdrawal came a calm. That's what I noticed. But I 
think the calm was probably sporadic. 

H: Did she indicate to you what she wanted for herself at 
all? 

BG: Yes, she wanted to die. 

H: How did she indicate that to you? 

BG: By the things she said. It's sort of like she was never 
coming back, and things like that. I mean, she didn't 
say them in those words ... 

H: But it was her attitude? 

BG: Yes. It was like when she went back to Africa, you got 
the feeling from what she said that she wasn't planning 
on coming back. 

H: When was the last time you saw her? '83? 

BG: No, I last saw her in '82. I don't think I saw her in 
'83. 

H: This is before she had gone back to stay. 

BG: Yes. I saw her in '82. 

H: And there were no more symposia after that? 

BG: No. The last time I saw her, if I'm not mistaken, was 
in New York. I'd have to go back to ... 

H: Why did those symposia end, incidentally? 
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BG: Why did they end? Because we were all going our 
separate ways. 

H: I note you came back from time to time. You were very 
successful 

BG: Oh, yes, we had full houses wherever we went. 

H: There was no effort to have them again, after '82? 

BG: No, I don't think so. 

H: It was probably the split in the Leakey Foundation that 
was occurring around that area, too, wasn't it? 

BG: Well, I think probably what happened is that Mary Pecnos 
and Joan Travis left. Joan Travis left to become 
involved with Don Johansen's Institute. She didn't 
mention it at the time, but looking back, I'm convinced 
that she left ... 

H: Joan was a real power (VOICE TOO LOW TO HEAR) ... 

BG: In her own way. Well, you know Joan, you know what kind 
of person she is. 

H: Well, I know that Joan is a very complex woman. I like 
her and ... 

BG: Yes. But Joan is -- really, people call her St. Joan. 
And again, my attitude is that probably saints were 
extremely complex people, and in their lifetimes, people 
probably detested them. So Joan does have a little bit 
of that. But Joan is really one of the warmest and most 
gracious human beings on this planet. I mean, like 
really. It's not superficial with her. Obviously, she 
has her own life -- she's one of these people that if 
she sat down and made a list of her best friends, she'd 
have 500 -- there's probably at least 500 people on this 
planet that say that when they count their ten best 
friends, they'll put Joan on that list. 

H: That's a wonderful thing to say about her. 

BG: I think that is probably what happened -- Joan, you see, 
had a very strong personal allegiance to Louis Leakey. 
And that allegiance was like the core of her being. And 
I think to some extent, even her husband, Arnold, had 
that. 

H: It was through Arnold's side of the family that Leakey 
came in there. 

BG: Right. So what happened was that after Don Johansen 
became substituted in Joan's life for Louis Leakey -- it 
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was ironic, because you'd listen to Joan talking about 
Don Johansen and it's like he's Louis Leakey 
reincarnated -- the same characteristics, leadership, 
and all that she attributes to him. And probably, with 
good reason. Don Johansen, again, is a very 
interesting, complex, and -- in his own way -- brilliant 
person. So I could see how that could happen. But, it 
was like there was a shift in allegiance. You know, 
Louis Leakey had finally died and Joan went after Don 
Johansen. And after that, it was like she ... as far as 
I know -- now Joan and I haven't talked about this 
but I know that Joan continued to support Dian. 

H: Personally? 

BG: I think so, yes. I think they sent money -- she sent 
money and stuff. How do I know that? Because she'd 
give me letters to read from Dian. 

H: The National Geographic (VOICE TO GARBLED/LOW TO 
UNDERSTAND) ... wasn't it? How long? 

BG: Off and on for about ten years. 

H: There were some very brutal experiences that Dian had 
with which you may or may not be aware of. 

BG: Vaguely. 

H: But apparently, they her annual grants and she 
never knew whether she was going to 'get them the next 
year -- and when anything would go wrong, they'd 
withhold the money. Did you ever have any experiences? 

BG: Well, I wouldn't want to criticize them, because my 
impression is they were acting like corporate America. 
So they're a corporation. And my experience with them 
is that you think you've established personal 
relationships and, in reality, you haven't. I mean you 
can go and talk to your personal friendly banker, and he 
or she may be the warmest person on this planet, and 
take you out to lunch or dinner or have tea with you - 
but in reality, it has nothing to do with ... It's a 
corporate relationship. But you know, the problem is, 
that I slightly got taken in. There were times when I 
really thought those people were my personal friends, 
you see. And they are, in a sense. You know, you can't 
have dealings with people year in and year out without ... 

H: What happens when you have a jeep break down out there 
and you don't have the money to ... 

BG: That's right. But, I think perhaps, Dian got taken in 
by -- I think she may have misunderstood the nature of 
the relationship and that's why she was so ... well, 
perhaps disappointed, I don't know. 
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H: Vulnerable. 

BG: Yes. 
mean, 
times 
far as 

But I mean, I should have thought about it. I 
why are they so friendly some times and then other 

nothing has really gone wrong in my case -- so 
I can tell, they haven't ... 

H: You've managed also, a self-supporting system, which has 
been a very interesting thing that she didn't have. 

BG: Well, you have to make it happen. 

H: She never did that. 

BG: She didn't do it because I think there was a part of her 
that was used to compromise. 

H: How would it have been a compromise? 

BG: I don't know. 

H: You would call a compromise, but I think she 
overstated that word from time to time. It was to me 
more of an unwillingness to cope -- an unwillingness to 
put up with that. 

BG: I don't know. But I think she really wanted to be ... 

H: Did National Geographic support that memorial for her, 
or was it just at National Geographics's halls. 

BG: Well, you know what they told me -- and, again, you 
know, I 

H: I won't quote you. 

BG: Because I still have a good relationship with them and 
they're going to do an article next year -- and I have 
to get film from them -- but the National Geographic 
people totally -- in fact, I have it in black and white 
in a letter that somebody wrote me -- the word that they 
used, I think it's the exact word -- was that they said, 
"Thank you for being so good, or so helpful, or so 
whatever in an uncomfortable situation for us." They 
complimented me that I handled it so well -- you know, 
these different aspects of Dian and the memorial -- and 
they said -- the word that they used if I'm not mistaken 
was "uncomfortable." And the Head of National 
Geographic did not show up for that memorial. 

H: Was that Paine at that time? 

BG: No, no. He's sick. He's like in his eighties ... 

H: Or Ed Snyder? 
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BG: No, no, not that guy. Mel Grovner -- the editor. He 
was scheduled to appear, and at the last moment, family 
business took him away. Now, you tell me -- family 
business ... I mean ... 

H: Well, you know that they helped get her off the 
mountain. Are you aware of that? 

BG: Yes. I know that. They told me. 

H: They did? 

BG: They were proud of it. 

H: How were they proud of it? 

BG: Oh, they felt that -- see, this is the problem. They 
felt that they could take credit for it, that they had 
gotten her to finish her book, and then update it. 

H: Well, she finished her book, of course, after she got 
over here. They got her off the mountain before she got 
around to dealing seriously with her book. 

BG: They wanted to ... 

H: They were afraid she was going to kill somebody ... 

BG: Maybe. Because I must say that I was really surprised 
when I went to this memorial thing at National 
Geographic -- I was very positive. 

H: Yes, you were. 

BG: I was very positive -- my whole attitude was positive, 
and I thought we should do all kinds of things for Dian 
-- but it was like National Geographic was ... there were 
all these negative vibrations, and I couldn't quite 
understand them -- why they felt so negative. 

H: They weren't the sponsors, were they? I thought it was 
an Audubon guy that got the whole thing together. 

BG: Oh, yes, that's right. Tom ~G'---~~ 

H: They did it in National Geographic's halls, I believe, 
but it wasn't a National Geographic memorial service. 

BG: No, it wasn't -- you're right. I totally forgot about 
that. That's right. They were sort of pulled into it, 
and their attitude was like -- it was so uncomfortable. 
Not all of them, but one particular person -- the one 
that was responsible for the hall -- Mary Smith -- Do 
you know Mary Smith? 

H: I do know Mary Smith. 
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BG: Okay. Mary Smith -- she's one of these people that I 
can't imagine a situation that would make her 
uncomfortable. She's so in control and she's so much 
herself -- her own person. In her own way, she's a 
little crusty -- but she's a very nice woman. So, she 
was not uncomfortable. She did what she had to do and 
she didn't see any problems with it. 

H: What about Joanne Hess? Was she there? 

BG: Well, that was one of them, yes. That was one of the 
most uncomfortable people you have ever seen. I guess 
because it was her hall. Some of the othe people were 
really ... 

H: It was a lecture hall, wasn't it? 

BG: Uncomfortable was hardly the word. And then the fact 
that Mel Grovner, or whatever his name is -- the son - 
the chief editor didn't show up at the last moment and 
then Mary Griswold Smith had to stand up and deal with 
that little talk. I mean, that says something, doesn't 
it? I never understood why National Geographic would 
shove Dian at arm's length. Do you know? 

H: Sure. (Tells what happened TAPE RECORDER CUTS OFF). 

BG: It's like what Henry Kissinger said -- he said 
his real enemies. And I think in that particular case 
it was like that. In -- what was it, 1975? -- when I 
spoke to Sandy Harcourt and Kelly Stewart, I don't think 
I had ever in my life encountered such raw hatred. I 
mean it was raw hatred. And I was very naive -- I spoke 
to them for hours. It might have been five hours -- and 
it was ... 

H: Where was it that this happened? 

BG: At Cal Tech. 

H: And you all were just sitting around, talking about it? 

BG: Yes. I think Ron Brindemor might have even been there. 
I forget whether he was -- he may have been. But 
anyway, it was raw hatred. They just poured venom. 
That was in 1975 or -- it must have been '75, because 
in '76, Dian was there. I'd never heard anything like 
this in my entire life. And I didn't believe it -- that 
was the other thing -- I did not believe it. Because I 
had met Dian and I did not believe it, the stories that 
they told me. And it seemed to me that some kind of 
misinterpretation had gone on between the two of them 
I may have even asked Dian about it -- you know, sort of 
mentioned Sandy -- and she just dismissed them. She 
said, "Oh, he wanted to marry me. He wouldn't leave ... " 
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H: That's the way she dismissed it? 

BG: Yes. And then she said that she rescued him from a 
buffalo and that after that, he never forgave her. 
That's what she told me. And it's true -- I mean, isn't 
there a psychological if somebody saves you, 
then you owe that person this incredible debt that 
you'll never be able to repay the life. And that was 
what Dian told me. And so, I didn't believe it. Now, I 
may have believed the incidents -- but I don't think 
so. I think Sandy Harcourt and Kelly Stewart are 
objective people, I think they are very good 
scientists ... 

H: Wouldn't they be regarded today as pretty eminent as 
gorilla primatologists? Nobody around them? 

BG: Yes. They're first class. 

H: Is there anybody better? 

BG: Probably not. They're first class. But -- any measure 
in the field, they're first class. And the thing is, I 
believed what they were saying -- the actual little 
incidents that they described to me, I believe happened 
-- but I did not believe they should hate Dian for them, 
and I didn't believe that -- somehow they were making 
these incidents ... They didn't see them properly -- they 
didn't see them in the proper perspective. I think that 
what happened is that things happened psychologically on 
that mountain. Jane talked to me about this -- she 
talked about the Gombi psychosis -- she and Hugo used to 
joke about it -- the students would go into some kind of 
weird state of altered being -- like get psychotic. And 
I really had that impression with Sandy and Kelly - 
that they were off somewhere. 

H: It didn't occur to you that it might have been Dian? 

BG: Well, you know, the reason it wouldn't have occurred to 
me that it was Dian is because -- I'm the type of person 
that, had I been in that situation, and those kinds of 
things would have happened, I would not have totally 
blamed Dian. So that's why -- they refused to take any 
of the credit for making Dian that way. It's like that 
incident that I told you where -- the one time in my 
experience where Dian blew up at me--· and for years, I 
kept that incident in my head and I didn't understand 
it, and it was actually only when I wrote you that 
letter that I worked out that incident. And do you know 
what it was? The incident was actually my fault in the 
sense that -- it's true that she shouldn't have blown up 
and stuff -- but why on earth didn't I say, "Well, you 
go ahead, Dian. Introduce Jane." I mean, it never even 
occurred to me to do that. And of course, from Dian's 
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viewpoint, I was wrong. So maybe, if I had stepped back 
and said, "You go ahead, Dian." Then it never would 
happened, you see, because ... 

H: So your insight was ... 

BG: Was ten years -- how many years? Six years too late. 

H: And what would have been the circumstances about Dian 
that should have been understood by others? 

BG: Well, her extreme loneliness, the psychological 
fragility -- all that kind of stuff. And what happens 
is And also the circumstances in , which 
she I mean they didn't wander over into Dian's room, 
like I did. I don't think they initiated contact. I 
mean, at the Bergwartenstein's Conference, I was the one 
who went into Dian's room. I was the one that initiated 
all the contact. But I tried to be as non-threatening 
to her as possible -- and I wasn't because I didn't have 
my Ph.D. yet. 

H: But why wouldn't you and Jane have succumbed to these 
same pressures? 

BG: Well, Jane has, to some extent. And I have, too. 

H: How? 

BG: You can find all kinds of people -- not so much now, 
because Jane has mellowed and is doing things -- she's 
changed; in the last few years, Jane has really 
changed. She's emerged. She was very much like Dian - 
you know, we talked about the coldness and all that - 
she and Dian were very similar people. When I say this 
-- the intense sexuality and the frosty exterior, the 
intelligence, the obsession, the coldness -- the 
research being first, loving the animals -- all that is 
very similar. Except, that people do change (TAPE ENDS 
SUDDENLY). 

H: . by now, miserably unhappy in her own personal ... 

BG: That's right. But you see, the thing about it is - 
it's Africa versus Indonesia. I was forced -- the 
difference is that in Africa, because of the sort of 
colonial thing still going on a little bit -- I noticed 
my visit in Kenya with the white people was like 
independence had never come. They still stayed with the 
whites and they did not mingle socially very much with 
the blacks. You know, at Glengota (sp?), when I went 
over there for two weeks with Louis Leakey -- the 
unfortunate thing about Africa is that Africa didn't 
force Dian or didn't force Shirley to mingle with the 
people. It's still okay, I think, in some way to be a 
white person in Africa alone. 
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H: Yes, in Kenya at least. But Jane had to, didn't she? 

BG: To some more extent. 

H: Yes, because Tanzania was a lot different than Kenya 
was. But Rwanda was more like Kenya, and the 
extraordinary thing about Rwanda was that Dian got away 
with what she did there. And Jane told me ... she'd 
been thrown out of the country. 

BG: Again, this is the protection business. You know, the 
President of Rwanda, without knowing it, probably 
protected Dian. Because Dian mentioned the President of 
Rwanda to me several times. 

H: Yes, I think that's true -- but see, what I have had 
access to in the last three or four weeks -- freedom of 
information documents from the State Department, and it 
was a matter of government record that she was 
physically abusing people. I mean, that was known. 
That's why the National Geographic wanted to get out of 
there. 

BG: You mean Africans? 

H: Yes -- that she was abusing Africans. Physically 
abusing them. 

BG: What was she doing exactly? I heard razor blades. 

H: I didn't hear the razor blades story. 

BG: Well, that's what she, herself, said. 

H: How was she using them? 

BG: I don't know -- she was using razor blades -- sort of a 
joke. 

H: Well, she joked a lot. She had a kind of macho way of 
joking about a lot of this stuff. She used pliers and 
things like this. 

BG: She actually did use pliers? 

H: Well, there are people who saw her with metals. 

BG: Well, listen, I saw her take out a cigarette butt and 
almost burn a reporter. I mean, had the reporter not 
jumped out of the way, she would have burned him. 

H: Was there a reason? She just didn't like reporters? 

BG: No, no, she was laughing -- she thought it was 
wonderful. And the reporter laughed, but I could tell 
from his face that ... 
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H: Well, she was doing this for a reason, though. It was 
the whole thing about poachers -- it was poachers that 
she was doing it to. It had got to the point where the 
government didn't know what to do about it, the 
Ambassador was aware of it, the National Geographic was 
aware of it -- and all of them are wringing their hands 
about this horrible thing ... 

BG: I was aware of it because she was sending letters to 
Joan that I was reading. But, you know -- obviously, 
they didn't kick her out for a reason. 

H: That's the very complicated part of it, too. 
about compassion of the Rwandans ... ) 

(talks 

BG: And also, I'm sure, that they also -- whether 
subconsciously or unconsciously -- the top people in 
Rwanda -- didn't make a decision on kicking her out 
because they realized that she was doing good for Rwanda. 

H: There's no question of that. Rwanda was put on the map 
by her. 

BG: Yes. Because she spoke several times to me about the 
President of Rwanda, and leading me to believe that she 
had a close relationship with him. 

H: Well, she did up there, but in between was where she was 
having all the problems. On the ground. They hated her. 

BG: Right. But the thing is I don't think her relationship 
with the President of Rwanda was as close as she made it 
out to be. 

H: No, it wasn't. That's quite correct. 

BG: Yes. I thought it was like she ... 

H: Like buddy-buddy. 

BG: Yes. 

H: The crushing blow was that she wasn't invited to the 
50th Anniversary of the Park there, and they gave credit 
to the Avelings (sp?) and the Avelings (?)had been 
there two years. 

BG: That's another thing. Who is that woman -- Amy? 

H: Amy Vedder? 

BG: That's another one. I've never met her, but the stories 
I've heard and what Dian told me ... 
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H: Well, they were never as bad as what Dian told, just as 
they were never as bas as what Harcourt and Stewart told 
you. I think what happened was that they got up there 
in this tiny, little place and started going ape-shit. 
I think that's really what happened. 

BG: But they bring it back. I'll never forget -- the way 
that Sandy and Kelly were disparaging Dian and North 
America -- I don't think I ever ... 

H: Were they doing it just to you or was it a group? 

BG: Oh, they were doing it to everybody, I'm sure. 

H: It wasn't before a symposium or anything? 

BG: Oh, no, no. This was in private conversation. But the 
fact that they would come out and say these terrible 
things -- I mean, I say terrible things about people, 
too, sometimes, but I always make sure that I say 
something positive at the same time ... 

H: But they stopped doing ... 

BG: Did they stop? 

H: Oh, yes -- well, I've just recently listened to my first 
interview with Harcourt, which was two years ago -- and 
he was so objective -- I happened ,to listen to it after 
two years. When I interviewed him the first time, I was 
just asking questions. I didn't know what was 
happening. I was astonished at how objective he was in 
trying to be absolutely distanced from everything that 
had happened. (Goes on about interview) 

BG: But didn't you say that Dian deserved -- that Farley 
Mowatt 

H: No, it wasn't Kelly that said that. 

BG: But it was attributed to Kelly. 

H: That Dian deserved what she got? 

BG: Is it true ... 

H: I don't remember that. 

BG: Well, what she said was well, maybe Farley Mowatt 
made it sound as though the exact quote was -- Was 
it at least merciful and quick -- death was over ... 

H: Well, she could have said that. 

BG: And, of course, things are taken out of context -- but 
it was done in such a way that it seemed ... 
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H: Now, the interesting thing about Kelly is that she 
became so incensed by Farley Mowatt's book -- Farley 
flushed out a lot of people for me, because they're so 
sore at the way he had done it. 

BG: Because it wasn't the truth. 

H: Yes. But she was much more empathetic with Dian ... 

BG: Well, I'm glad. 

H: ... than Harcourt, and remained so. In fact, in the 
period in the '80s when Dian was over here, they had a 
reapproachment, and they had letters back and forth, and 
Kelly kept her abreast of what was happening. 

BG: Oh, good, I'm so glad. I didn't know this, you see. 
Because when I last met them, which was also, I believe, 
in the early '80s -- the very early '80s or the late 
'70s -- that reapproachment had not taken place or Kelly 
and Sandy were still ... 

H: Well, what had happened was that when the decision was 
made that Dian had to come down -- it took two years to 
get her down. 

BG: She ran out of money. They forced her out by ... She 
talked about -- they used financial ... 

H: Really? I never got that. 

BG: No, they wouldn't give her the money. She was running 
out of money, she told me. 

H: So she had to come because she didn't have any more 
money? She had told various agencies she was coming 
down for two years and ... 

BG: No, her money ran out. She told me that she would stay 
on that mountain as long as she could so she wouldn't 
have to spend money. So that was the other thing ... 

H: Oh, that was something else. That was to extend her 
money. 

BG: Right. But she ran out of money, she told me. 

H: (Talks about Dian and what happened two years before and 
she wouldn't leave) 

BG: But she ran out of money. 

H: Well, that could be the reason, I guess -- that finally 
she was driven down. No, no, that wasn't the reason. 
It was Cornell -- she finally got a place to go. There 
was no place for her to go. 
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BG: 'Really? Well, she told me she ran out of money. 

H: Well, in any case -- where were we? 

BG: With Sandy and Kelly. Well, like you say, they've left 
the field, too, so ... 

H: Well, they had not left the field, in fact. They'd gone 
to Gabbon (sp?) and they continued writing up what they 
had ... 

BG: But it was a different field. They weren't up on that 
misty mountain, cooped up by the cold and whatever - 
the influences there -- and Gabbon (sp?) is a very 
different place so they could still be more objective. 

H: (Talks about Harcourt and negotiations/reaching teims 
for taking over Karisoke - Harcourt and Kelly were 
supposed to spend 5 years up there but stayed only 2 
years) 

BG: Why was that? 

H: Well, they got as much data as they wanted and they 
wanted out. They got Richard Barnes to go. When Barnes 
came in, Dian came back. And she came back without 
being asked back. She just came back and took over. 
Barnes protested, nobody did anything about it -- He 
and left, and Dian stayed until she died. She 
lived on the money that she received from the grants, 
from individuals and from her book royalties. 

BG: That was her old age pension, she told me. But I didn't 
know it was that much. 

H: Nobody did. 

BG: She didn't tell me it was that much. 

H: And throughout all this, of course, her parents are 
wealthy. As far as I know, they never gave her a dime. 
And they have all the money in the estate -- are you 
aware of that part of it? 

BG: I know Dian did not get along with her parents because 
-- we went up to Sacramento and -- where is her family 
from? From that particular -- it's in Northern 
California that they live, right? 

H: Whose family? 

BG: Dian's family. 

H: Yes. Atherton. 
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BG: Where is Atherton? 

H: It's a wealthy suburb of San Francisco. 

BG: Okay. Because I think she stayed with her parents at 
some point and there are things that she said that 
really indicated that relations between her and her 
family were not good. I didn't know -- nobody talked 
about it then. Now we know. 

H: She told everybody that. That was an open -- although 
she continued to visit with them until the end of her 
life. 

BG: Well, I didn't know that. 

H: But she left everything in her will to the Digit Fund, 
but didn't sign it. That's the way the family got all 
of her estate. 

BG: So have they given some of it to the Digit Fund? 

H: Not a farthing. That's the final irony. 

BG: Isn't it? Even my parents contribute to the Leakey 
Foundation. I don't even designate the money -- $25.00, 
$50.00. That's terrible. That indicates what they 
really thought of Dian. I mean, if they got ... 

H: The last I heard -- you know, the Digit Fund has been 
taken over by the Morris Animal Foundation. 

BG: I know. It's going to disappear eventually. 

H: I don't think so. I've talked to them and ... 

(TAPE CUTS OFF) 

H: observation is true. 

BG: That's what they do. That's why ... (INTERRUPTED BY 
WAITER) 

... but anyway, Shirley Mc told me that when she was 
running protest against some experiments ... torturing 
the~~ or breaking the backs of the , what she 
did was organize the housewives on her block -- each 
housewife became a separate organization, so when they 
protested -- and in all there were only 10 housewives, 
right -- but when the media recorded it, it was 10 
groups protesting against these experiments. 

H: And all of a sudden, they had some credibility. 



32 

BG: · Well, because one housewife was Citizens Against Rhesus 
Torture, another was something else. So I think that 
even though administratively it may have been -- I think 
there is reason to have several organizations, because 
if one does something wrong 

H: It counterbalances the other. 

BG: The other can still go on. If one is pulled out ... 

H: What organizations do you have behind you out there? 

BG: Well, the Leakey Foundation is still behind me in a 
general kind of way -- and National Geographic -- they 
don't give me money but they give me film and ... 

H: In return for what? Do you give them an article when 
you've written it? 

BG: Yes, but I'll get paid for it. It's not like ... 

H: They're not responsible for supporting you? 

BG: No. Oh, no. They never were. I got the impression 
with them that ... I think what happened with Dian was 
you know Leonard Carmichael? 

H: Yes, I know his name. 

BG: He was her big booster. He thought the world of her. 
And then after he died, nobody sort of was her booster. 
As long as Leonard Carmichael was alive, I think that 
National Geographic was -- there was somebody there that 
perhaps was a real friend of Dian. I didn't know 
Leonard very well. I just met him. 

H: Well, Ed Snyder was the guy that she thought was her 
friend and was also her biggest problem. 

BG: Well, while you've got the tape recorder running, I 
won't tell you what I think. 

{TAPE RECORDER SHUT OFF) 

H: ... never get there. It was a castle, wasn't it? 

BG: Yes, it was a castle, it was on top of a mountain 
physically on top of a mountain ... 

H: In a town, or ... ? 

BG: No, it was above the town -- and the local Austrians had 
some strange ideas about it. They didn't know what went 
on up there. There was an old man who drove me from the 
railroad station to Berqwartenstein (sp?) (MUMBLES, 
CAN'T MAKE OUT WHAT SHE SAYS) ... so it was physically 
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isolated, it was very -- I think it's like 10 or 11 
sections -- it's early medieval -- it's not even 

H: Frankenstein-type place? 

BG: it was very simple. It's early medieval, so it was very 
simple. It wasn't all curlicues -- a simple, somber 
place. It was overlooking a valley or a plain. And 
during the conference, we were totally isolated. 

H: There were Japanese? 

BG: Yes, there were three Japanese ... 

H: The three of you. 

BG: Yes, the three of us 
at that conference. 

in fact, we were the only women 

H: Was Hamburg there? 

BG: Yes. With the exception of Elizabeth McGowan. So, I 
remeber thinking about that, because I remember thinking 
at the time ... (VERY LOW, CAN'T HEAR) ... four women 
present. Then it turned out that perhaps there was a 
reason why that occurred but I don't know. I remember 
thinking it strange -- no blacks, no women, no 
hispanics. Just Japanese. Well, you know those are the 
kinds of thoughts that people had in the mid-70s or 
mid-60s. I remember thinking that. 

H: Well, you've had an exciting life. 

BG: So I had a room -- it was either next to Dian's or 
almost next to Dian's. I never did figure out where 
Jane slept. So I was never quite able to visit her - 
you know, pop in like I did with Dian. And that was 
when I first was -- that was my first contact with 
Dian. I really got to know her -- very intense. And 
I'll tell you -- the one thing that I think it's very 
important about Dian -- at that conference, I had this 
tropical ulcer on my hand. It was huge -- it was like 
an oozing wound. And there were about 20 people, 20 
scientists and administrators at that Conference and do 
you know that she was the only one that noticed this 
oozing wound on my hand. What does that tell you? 

H: Tells you not to trust science. 

BG: Well, what it tells you is that scientists are not the 
most perceptive people when it comes to human types of 
concerns. Not even Jane had noticed it. But Dian did. 
Dian noticed it. She was the only one that noticed it. 

H: She was very sensitive to anyone hurting. 
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BG: That's right. And so, at that conference, I really got 
an impression of Dian as a warm, caring person but I 
also knew that there were deep currents underneath - 
that there was a lot of pain and I attributed the pain 
to ... See, I didn't ... It's very interesting, because 
I knew -- I'd been telling people that I knew that Dian 
had a horrible time in early adolescence. And do you 
know what I attributed that to? The fact that she was 
tall. I kept telling people that she must have had some 
horrible experiences due to the fact that she was too 
tall for her age for her age, too tall in the 1940s or 
the 1950s -- but you know, I think you're right about 
the stepfather stuff. 

H: Don't breathe a word of that until I get the book out. 

BG: No, I won't. Who am I going to talk to? 
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Dr. Harold Hayes 
1135 N. Bundy Dr. 
Los Angeies, CA 90049 

Dear Dr. Hayes: 

I have been meaning to write you for some months since I have met some 
people in camp (Earthwatchers) who might have interesting or new information 
for y ou , First, a medical doctor came to camp who spoke to Wayne Mc Quire ;..,e_. l. 
shortly before Wayne was charged with D~an's murder. The doctor was left 
with the definite impression that Wayne was framed. The doctor's address 
and phones are: Dr. Hal (Harold) Michlewitz, 260 Tremont St., Boston, 
Mass. 02111, tel. 617-956-5890 and private telephone: ~17-723-8548 

tk.,,~ 
Also,1Judith Silver, 636 Sourwood Drive, Hatfield, PA 19440, 215-368-4944/ 
4920 who helped arrange a lecture for Dian in Philadelphia(?) and who gave a 
wonderful description of a relaxed Dian kicking off her shoes during the lectur 
while she strode over to point something out on a slide(?). 

Finally, you should absolutely talk to Kathryn Rust, 2107 Dietz Farm Rd NW, 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87107, 505-344-3352 if you have not already done so. 
Kathryn has a very protective attitude towards Dian so it might take some 
time to get her to open up but she has a very good understanding of Dian. 

Some weeks ago I received a copy of Farly Mowat's book "Woman in the Mists". 
I found it a difficult book to read,especially in the beginning, but after 
I finished it I must say that I was a bit perturbed. I am writing to you in 
hopes that you can correct (in your own book) misimpressions that Farley 
seemed to have succombed to. 

First, I am not convinced that Dian had an affair or a physical affair with 
Louis Leakey. I would doubt it very much. Louis was inordinately fond of 
both Jane and Dian but the relationship was very much father-offspring. In 
fact, this was the first that I had even heard rumored that such a Leakey 
Fossey affair had ever taken place~ Louis was very impulsive; giving his 
private post office boxA~o Dian or even making her a ruby ring was no big 
thing for him. I believe that he loved Dian but he also loved Jane, Vanne 
(her mother) and Elizabeth Meyerheff a~d I doubt very muc~ if he was having 
affairs with them. Louis and I sometimes talked about Dian and he once said 
to me "You must understand her; she's been through so much". He also said 
"Don't judge her harshly", advice I took to my heart. 

Which brings me to my second point: Dian's rape. Dian told me hers~lf at 
Burg Wartenstein that she had been raped by Congolese soldiers and helf, in 
a cage. We were talking about her feelings about Africans and thes":~fe1~lings 
were so strong (at least in 1974) that they took my breath away·. Also, Louis 
Leakey told me at least twice that Dian had been raped, once during the 
conversation in which he said "She's been through so much". I don't know 
whether Dian was raped or not but I do know that both Dian and Louis Leakey 
believed she had been raped by Africans. 

There are a let of things that don't get mentioned in correspondence or 
diaries. The fact Mowat fou~d no record of it in her letters, etc. does not 
mean that the rape did not occur, 
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'l'hird, Mowat didn't understand Dian's attitude towards sex. In some ways, 
Dian reminded me of what I've read about the late singer Janis Joplin. 
Dian liked to brag about her sexual exploits, not in a crude way, but in a 
light-hearted way. (One could attribute the "rape" to this but there was 

I too much pain and emotion in her voice when she told me about it). For 
~ ·'J instance, I was sitting in her room at the castle in Burg Wart en stein during 

( ~ /1 -~the 1974 conference. It was evening; she was dressed to the nines in a white 
~ lace dressing gown and had on full face make-up. Irv DeVore, the Harvard 

anthropologist, appeared at her window. He had a drink in his hand; he 
looked in, saw us both sitting there, said a few words.and then walked away. 
Dian glared at me and said "Birute"', stop interfering ~~'my sex life!" 
I was surprised and said "What do you mean?". She said something to the 
effect that Irv was after her and was going to come into her room through 
the window and that they had a hot thing going but my presence had driven 
him away. I really don't know to this day whether she was joking or not 
or whether she believed it or not. Afterwards, I watched both Irv and Dian 
for any signs that they were having a flirtation, etc. but there was absolutely 
nothing en either side. On the contrary, Robert Hinde who was Dian's supervisor 
at Cambridge was absolutely a ministering paternal angel to her, holding 
chairs for her, helping her take off her wraps, etc. His concern as he told 
me was that she finish her thesis. So, when Hinde's congratulatory letter 
arrived after Dian's book came out, Mowat didn't understand it at all; it 
wasn't a shot out of the blue at all, it was part of a long-term relationship 
and part of Hinde's very gracious, courtly style. (I don't htink Dian had half 

the affairs Mowat attributes to her1) 
lso, Mowat mentions Dian's abortion. Dian told me repeatedly she had had 

two abortions. For instance, at her apartment in Ithaca, she lent me her 
nightgown with the words "Now make sure I get this nightgew · it has 
a lot of sentiment lue forme· I conceive two children in I 

I-was not going to take her old nightgown anyplace. (In 

ot er words, in my opinion, more abortions fewer affairs!) , 
Fourth, I was isappoin e o read that Dian and Jane were said not to be 
particularly sympathetic to me. This came as a real surprise. I knew Dian 
for 15 years. She worked in Africa as does Jane while I work in Asia. 
Our problems, interests, local contacts, frineds, etc. are/Nere very diff rent. 
Dian and I had a "sibling" relationship and I was the younger sibling. Dian 
treated me very well; I always assumed she liked me but I knew orangutans and 
my work were a low priority for her; she literally nursed and bandaged my 
wounds from the field (as at ~urg Wartenstein), she showered me with presents 
(making me feel like one of her Africans), she asked for my advice and she 
shared all kinds of confidences with me. In 1981 after I introduced her at 
a luncheon at Simon Fraser University (I had arranged for her to give a talk 
there at her regular honorarium), she actually burst out crying and said 
"Birute~ nobody has ever introduced me like that beforett; she later told 
other people about the introduction ~nd what it meant to her. 

II f 

During 15 years and occasional periods of very intense contact (such as the 
few days in her apartment in Ithaca) Dian and I had only one blowup. Dian 
wasn't the only one who appreciated my introductions. Other people have 
complimented me on them. I think most introductions are too long and compli 
cated. I make an effort simply to say why we're all gathered to hear this 
person, what is it about this person that makes n1'1~unique or important, 
what has this person done that brings us together simply to listen to him 
or her. I tell the audience in a few sentences; I don't bother with any kind 
of biographical data or detail. We're here to listen to Dian Fossey because 
ttshe's the world's authority on gorillas" and we are all "priveleged to be 
in the same room with a living legend". Until May 3,1981 Dian and I had 
always gotten along great guns. I didn't understand all this rubbish other 
people (including Jane, mind you, but that's confidential) kept telling me 
about Dian being difficult, unpredictable, mad, etc, Then I experienced a 
bit of it myself. On May 2,1981 the Cal Tech symposium sponsored by the 
Leakey Foundation went very well; we spoke to an enthusiastic full house. 
The next evening Jane Goodall was to speak at UCLA. I had introduced Jane 
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before once for the Leakey Foundation. I was also a UCLA alumna so it 
didn't surprise me totally when Joan Travis of the Leakey Foundation called 
me up on May 3rd and asked me to introduce Jane that evening. Dian had been 
acting strangely all day; she had not been speaking and had been roaming the 
Travis household where she was staying "like a wild animal". Joan, Jane, 
Dian and I arrived together at UCLA and were backstage. Suddenly, with no 
warning Dian went beserk and started crying hysterically that she should have 
been asked to introduce Jane. Jane kept saying repeatedly "Don't blame 
Bd r u t e ; it's not her fault". With Dian still weeping hysterically in the 
wings, I went out and introduced myself; the audience applauded, probably 
because like many of them I was a UCLA alumna. Then I introduced Jane very 
simply and later a member of the audience told me that my "affection and 
admiration for Jane" were "very evident". But I was absolutely stunned by 
Dian. I was wide-eyed in amazement; I had never seen anything like this 
before; I had never seen an adult woman behave like this. 

We went back to the Travis household with Dian still hysterical. A number of 
things happened but I will relate only the events relating to Dian. By this 
time I was getting a little annoyed at Dian's hysteria. I just simply couldn't 
believe t~a~she was carrying on like this. There were other people present 
(not th~~~Favi~s) who actually seemed to be enjoying this a great deal. 
I-;;nt up to Dian's room where she was busily packing to leave (it was 10 
or 11 o'clock at night, at least) and had a few words with her in private 
but that inflamed her even more. Nothing that Jane nor Joan said to Dian 
had any affect either. Dian left the Travis household in a huff that night 
and moved elsewhere. I saw her at the airport the next day; she had calmed 
down, spoke to me but seemed very grillL!i. 

Dian made a major impact on the audience at the New York talks. I heard 
a member of the audience saying walking out of the auditorium "I've had an 
appeal from the African Wildlife Federation on my desk for months but tonight 
after hearing Dian I'm going to go home and send p.; check." 

We were next together in 1982 staying in the same house in Chicago; we also 
spoke together and spent time together in New York. I was preoccupied with 
my pregnancy which seemed to surprise her (my pregnancy, not my preoccupation 
with it). My impression was that things had returned to normal and that they 
were exactly as they had been previously~before UCLA; Dian and I joked together, 
snacked together and spent some time alone talking. But I noticed that while 
she was very pleasant, she was not particularly "up" and seemed preoccupied 
with something herself. She t.a.Laed constantly about returning to Africa. 
At the New York program Dian and Jane refused the mfuree microphones and 
insisted that the three of us share one microphone and pass it back and forth 
"to show our feelings of unity". After the New York program we spent time 
with the late Harold Coolidge; he told us that Jane, Dian and I were under 
consideration for the Getty Prize in conservation, that Shirley McGreal had 
nominated us and was lobbying for us and that he, as a committee member, was 
pushing for the three of us +e . the rest of the committee. (Jane got it and 
nobody deserves it more, except that it's a pity Dian didn't share it as it 
would have done wonders for her morale). 

Another interesting thing happened in New York. After the program was over and 
the crowds melted away, Jane, Dian and I were to,fieth0r talking sl,OV(ly:0i;noving 
towards the door. Suddenly, I noticed a b La c k s~c·uri ty guard typ'e;i~"8ving 
towards us with a fierce look in his eye. My impression was that he was going 
to ask us to move along so that he could close up the auditorium but instead, 
very shyly, without even glancing at Jane or m~, he handed Dian a piece of 

Paper and asked for her autograph •. Be.had a look of awe and respect on his 
iu~tiai · d t · t· face that I have rarely seen. HisAtierceness was probably his e ermina ion 

to get her autograph overcoming his shyness. He had been as impressed with 
her talk as the members of her audience~ I also_wonder if h_:_r o~vi~~t 

~ for her bLa ck African co-workers was i1I} way ~nvolved. ( J. .tJ.:-'r, J d 
A >'f ·~~ """"-J ,,_t,d ;,,± ~ . J,,..~j_; ~ ~ . . '\r1:- r "J ~ · u 
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I would like to mention also one incident in Chicago. I asked Dian (and 
Jane) to autograph five posters of our joint Chicago Aeademy of Sciences 
program which featured a photo of one of the wild orangutans from my study 
area. Dian said to me as she autop-raphed lfWhat a great idea!" I offered to 
give her some of the poster~ : which already had Jane's autograph 
on them but Dian laughed and graciously declined. She had a very sweet 
laugh in which the goedness and vulner~~illt~ of her soul shone through. 
I was v=ry glad because, to me, tha~Alau~li ~Aowed that things were all gight 
between us. 

Finally, a word about my friendship with Jane. I last saw Jane in 1984. Sine 
that time, she has sent her "love" several times via people who have come 
to camp, she sent me a signed copy of her new Harvard Press book with a 
lovely inscription in it and when she was in British Columbia last spring 
while I was teaching at Simon Fraser University, she phoned me at home and 
we spent 15 minutes or so chatting before she ran to catch her plane. She 
had been in transit at the Vancouver Airport. In past years, twice she has 
obtained grants for me. In one case, the private donor she was appealing to, 
was so i'!l,_,ressed with her, he offered to give her the five thousand dollars 
she was trying to get for me. She said, "No, Louis Lekaey would have wanted 

I 
the money to go to Birute.11 

The following is confidential as the offer from Simon Fraser University is 
not yet official but the fact the offer was made (and it is a good offer, 
indeed) is due 50% to the things that Jane Goodall said and the way she 
behaved towards me during her visit to Simon Fraser University(which I arrange 
with the help of a psychology professor.) I was humbled by the fact Jane 
treated me fully as her equal and spoke about "our work" and "our hardships". 
Her gracious~ess, kindness and respect impressed everyone she met at SFU; 
I benefited from her reflected glory. Her talk was at 2 pm; by nine o'clock 
that morning the auditorium started filling upt SFU had seen nothing like it 
since the days of the big student strike in the 601st It made a tremendous 
impression on everybody. If the position works out, I will always be mindful 
that Jane's friendship was instrumental in my obtaining it. (The position is 
one n"l'lri1 field workers aspire to, a tenured but part-time full professorship). 

Orangutans and Asia were not Dian's (nor Jane's) primary concerns in the least. 
What happened at UCLA in May 1981, however, deepens my conviction that Dian 
was, in many ways, a gorilla. She kept repeating over and over again in her 
hysteria "But I am second; Lout s sho s e me s e c ond t'and "I am second in line; 
I should be introducing Jane". As you know, among gorillas, the order in 
which a female joins a group determines her dominance ranking among the other 
females. The first female to join a silverback becomes the alpha female, 
the second the beta and so on down the line. Because of this, Dian defered 

~-to Jane totally. But I was third. By leap-frogging over the established 
1.::::, ranking order, Jane first, Dian second and me third, even in this minor 

matter of introducing Jane, I threatened Dian to the core of her being. I 
didn't realize what the issue was at the time; I was in shock. Had I then 
realized, I would have immediately withdrawn and refused to introduce Jane, 
asking Dian to do, even in her hysterical state. However, at the time I 
kept thinking "This is silly, much ado over nothing; UCLA is my alma matar 
so it makes sense for me to introduce Jane.11 

This was the matter to which Mowat refers to as Jane "mediating" between me 
and Dian. It was one incident in fifteen years. Sibling rivalry is a fact 
of life; by choosing us Louis Leakey threw us together; I would never have 
dreamed in a thousand years that her "second" place in Louis' "primates", 
as he affectionately called us in his paternal way, was so important to Dian. 
(This is confidential again; I don't want to be cited but Jane and Dian had 
their own problems but these were patched up after Derek's death and the 
Ithaca apartment stay was the start of the re-approachment.) 

:[ pit~/ ro r:" 1? ~ J' 



The Mowat book is full of errors that are must simply sloppy research. 
Geza, for instance, is called a woman; Leakey Foundation symposia are 
refered to as National Geographic Society events; I'm said to have blue eyes 
(actually grey), etc. I read the book quickly; I found the style difficult. 
Mowat raced through events and never gave us any analyses of why things occurred 
or Dian acted the way she did. I hate to think what I would find in terms of 
factual errors if I sat down and took the book apart. 

Dr. Hayes, I don't want to open any old wounds. You are only the second person 
on this planet (aside from immediate family) to whom I have mentioned the UCLA 
incident.. I found it difficult to talk about it because it was one incident 
in many and while significant, it could too easeily be misinterpreted. I 
admired Dian so much and respected what she had gone through in her struggles 
to save the mountain gorillas; I was badly hurt and disappointed when she 
briefly turned on me with no warning a few minutes before I was to introduce 
Jane at UCLA. But I felt that this little incident only underscored the fact 
that all three of us were a unity; it was only years later that I began to 
understand that perhaps, in not immediately withdrawing and immediately refusin 
to introduce Jane, by not immediately acced~ng to Dian's wishes, I, too, could 
have been a bit at fault.( But Dian's hysteria~ shocked me so much the thought 
never occured to me. I was reacting to the hysteria and not to the wish.) 
After all, Dian was second and second has its prerogatives. 

Mowat was wrong about Dian and Jane not being "sympathetic". The chocolates an 
crocks of cheese, etc. Dian gave me have long since been eaten, the shoes long 
worn out but I still wear dresses made from the African cloths she gave me 
and still think about the things she told me and the affection she showed me. 
Mowat made such a mess of Dian's story it makes me shudder to think about how 
my own life could be misinterpreted by someone who never met me or met me only 
once; or who barely knew me; I haven't kept a diary nor particularly kept 

track of dates, etc. as Dian apparentl~ did. 
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I think your mission now becomes more important; Dian was not necessarily 
her own best spokesperson; I think Mowat tried to get inside her skin but 
didn't really succeed; I think a little more objectivity would have been better 

on his part. I suspect he didn't interview anybody. 

One more person comes to mind who visited camp and knew Dian. That is 
Steve Dale, 2636 N. Orchard St. Apt. 6, Chicago, IL 60614, 312-525-8696, 
a radio personality in Chicago at the time he interviewed Dian and had a 
few chats with her. It might be useful to talk to him. 

I lo•k forward to your book. 

Sincerely, 

I 
Birute M.F. Galdikas 
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TG 11There are many dist.inguished members of the audience representing 
the co-sponsers, and I'd just like them to stand as I read their 
names. President of the African Wildlife Foundation, Paul Shindler 
Executive director of the National Audobon· Society, Gabe Mcintosh' 
Director of Communications at the Humane Society of the United St~tes, 
Patrica Forkham, form the Worl Wildlife Fund, Rick Warehouser and 
president of the Digit Foundation, Stacey Coil. ' 

110ne most distinguished member of the audience, I'd just like him 
to come up for a moment or two. He's the Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Political pretentiary (?) of the Rupublic of Rowanda, Simone Henserary. 
His Excellency," 

SH. " Thank you. I had announced that I wouldn't be here because I 
had some other commitment, but fourtunately it was cancelled, so I 
could come. I'm pleased that I'm given a few minutes to make some 
remarks. I had not been given any chance to be acquainted with the 
late Dr8 Dian Fossey, but from the film I'vejust seen and from what 
know about the research center at Karisoke, I am aware of her contri 
ution to preserving and protecting the mountain gorillas. And I have 
to say that the Rowandan people and officials were shocked by he 
assasination. One of the officials had expressed their sympathy'~ 
to the u.s~ Embassy and to her family8 The Rowr:adan officials 

are so committed to continue the investigation so that the people 
responsible for her assasination should be really punished~ 
Invistigations are still going on, but whenever be investigation 
should come to a conclusion, action will be taken against those 
responsible for her death. 

11But today's topic is actully the challenge to continue her legacy. 
And for the people of Rowanda, I have to say that, Rowan da is committed 
to pursue the conservation and the protection o~ the mountain gorillas. 
Because, we consider the mountain gorillas the last species as being 
the national pride, and as also a heritage to humanity (?). So for these 
two reasons we are very committed to carrying on her action. I have 
read in some media that Rowandan officials are not aware of the import 
ance of protecting and conserving the mountain gorillas. I would 
like to dismiss those kinds of assessments. Because, despite population 
pressure, you have to know that we have left one tenth of me our 
national territory for national parks. One tenth, I think, is a big 
size, consider Rowan da is only 26,000 (?) square kilometers.And in 
spite of limited means, we have set up an agency in charge of protecting 
national parks and wildlife. It was created back in 1973. Since then, 
the officials have worked together with Dr. Fossey. So I would like 
to emphasize the fact that we are aware of the importance of wildlife 
of conserving and protecting the mountain go~illas. But due to limited 
means, maybe there are shortcomings. And I wonder why, where are those 
shortcomings coming from? There are poachers. But who are stimulating 
those poachers? Not the Rowandans. We don't kill mountain gorillas 
to eat them! Those people who are stimulating those poachers are people 
who can afford to offer big money for those mountain gorilaas. They 
are not Rowandans, because the average income per year is only $200 per 
year- so we can't afford to pay $100 for one mountain gorilla. So, I 
think it is very considerate of people like y.ou, who are dedieated to 
wildlife, to educate those who are ready to pay bucks and bucks to 
get mountain gorillas. It's a responsiblity for protecting them. As 
far as Rowanda is concerned, it's ofcourse a national responsiblity, and 
we take it ver~seriously, and we are determined to go with the action 
which has been initiated by Dr. Fossey8 But, on the other hand, those 
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SH. "poachers, the real poachers, I say, are not those- are not the 
local population. They are somewhere in Europe, or maybe, the United 
states. How to conquer those poachers by helping the efforts undertaken 
by the government to protect those mountain gorillas. A legal framework 
exists to punish poachers 



VG~ "Thank you e Eleven years ago, Dian Fossey, Jane Goodall, and I 
participated together in a program dedicated to the memory of the late 
Louis Leakey .. Jane spoke of Louis Leakey's spirit.floating above us 
near the ceiling, listening to what was being said .. Well, today, it is 
Dian Fo asey ' s spirit which is above us, listening, and probably knowing 
Dian, listening with some amusement~ Dian was never one for ceremony, 
I can just hear .Df.an ' s spirit saying something like, "Why don't you 
guys just shutup .. " Dian was one of my heroes. I very much identified with 
her, and her achievements inspired me .. I admired her tremendously for 
he.r courage, her perseverence, and her total commitment to mountain 
gorillas. A commitment that led to her untimely death at the age of 53, 
on Dec~ 26,1985, on the bitterly cold slopes of Mt~ Visoke .. 

"Reality being what it is, most people go through life end up 
comprimising. Dian was one of the few people I ~new who refused to comp 
romise .. This is why she ended up paying with her life. In this life of 
ours where refusal to compromise one's beliefs and one's convictions is 
deadly.. If you don't pay with your life, you pay with other ways. This 
refusal to compromise :ifs what made her different, difficult and for some, 
controversial .. It also made her extraordinary. She was variously called 
mad, moody and unpredictable. But in actuality, she was a very sweet, 
vulnerable person, who, despite her complexity, was very easy to 
understand. The only thing that mattered to Dian were the mountain gorillas 
There was abseloutely nothing outside of gorilas, not family, not friends, 
not personal ambitions nor dreams of personal gain~ Shortly before she 
died, she allegedly told a reporter, "I have no friends, the more you 
learn about the dignity of the gorilla, the more you want to avoid 
pe o p.Ie s " Although :ilxak:Dian had many friends, I understood perfectly what 
she meant .. Besides the gorillas, everything else was as nothing to hers 
Her statement that she had no friends was sincere .. On the basic level, 
Dian simply did not trust humans the ~x~x same way that she trusted 
gorillas .. She believed that humans, one way or the other, would betray her. 
This attitude was not surprising in view of her life with the gorillas .. 
I think her whole feelings about humankind were, perhaps, somewhat embitt 
ered by what she saw humans doing to gorillas. 

"Dian's achievements in terms of studying, protecting and publicizing 
mountain,gorillas were tremendous. Without Dian, there probably would 
not be any moun~ain gorillas left alive today. And even her worst critics, 
granted that she understood gorillas better than anyone else on this 
planet. Of course, in some ways, Dian had become a gorilla. People some 
times wonder if scientists who study a particular primate species begin 
to resemble that speicies. Well, probably not, in most cases. But Dian 
spent eighteen years with the mountain gnrillas. To say that she was 
emotionally involved with them is a meek understatement. Gorillas are 
large, slow moving, intelligent, goodnatured, gentle and affectionate 
creatures. Noble in demeanor and sensativity, and stable in temperment. 
This is what the fuss of Koko's kitten is all about~ Koko's sensativity 
and expressions of compassion are all too human, all_ 

Veruthe Geldikas 

~ 

N.G. Benefit 

!I , Tom Gauze:" Verute Geldikas, commenced her studies of orangan in 1971, 
at the then, Tangingpuddi:ng Re sdrve on the southern coast of Calumatang 
Island Ln Borneo. She was instrumental :hn the reserve being upgraded 
in 1980 to national park status~ Hers~is :the longest continuous st.pdy 
t>:f great a£es. Four months of each year, she teaches anthropology at 
"Simon '""Fraser University in Vanc ouve.r , Eight months of the year she 
ccnduo t s the research at rhe r camp in what some have called a paradise, 
others talk of leaches, mosquitoes, dampness and the many problems of 
jungle life. To discuss personal recollections of Dian Fossey, we welcome 
Dr. Veruthe Geldikas .. Dr, Geldikas~" 
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B.G." too unexpected in a mere great ape. Well, gorillas are also 
social and gregarious. It's not surprising, living as she did, on the 
mountain, that gorillas became Dian's best friends. A solitary person 
by nature, she frequently ate alone in her cabin even when her camp was 
bustling with people. Over the years, she became more reclusive. Unlike 
the situation with many other primatologists who live in remote areas 
of the world with their study subjects, there was no mother, there was no 
sister, there was no brother, there was no husband and there was no 
child to prevent this kind of process from taking place. One wild gorilaa 
in particular became her special friend. Digit. And although the nature 
of the realtionship changed over the years, as she documents in her 
book, Gorillas in the Mist, Digit always occupied a special place in her 
heart. Dian had habituated gorillas to her presence by acting like 
one. Whenever she lectured, almost always, someone in the audience would 
ask her to do gorilla vocalizations. Dian would oblige with great gusto. 
It was while she was doing one of these vocalizations a decade ago, 
in Sacremento, Calif, that I suddenly realized, that Dian's soul was 
already tinged and had already merged with the gorillas. 

"It was her attitude towards the gorillas that gave her problems 
with people. Dian never accepted the fact that most people, even those 
working with her, did not really consider the gorillas their number 1 
~x±Ex±x priority, their ultimate priority in their livas. For instance I've 
been told that students frequently went up to study gorillas, to meet 
their monthly quota of observation hours, when Dian would have prefferred 
them to be on patrol~ This kind of attitude towards gorilla protection 
infuriated and vexed Dian. The gorillas were being killed now, their 
habitat was being destroyed now, action had to be taken now. She had 
abseloutely no patience with what she called, 'comic book conservation' .. 
Concepts such as bringing tourists to see gorillas. I remember asking 
her what she thought of an eminent, highly regarded, older conservationist, 
with all the right political connections, who's main contribution to 
conservation seemed to be, at this point, talk and organizing:others. 
I was not prepared for Dian's reaction. She turned her head away from 
me, and then without a word, spat on the floor. It was just pure Dian. 
I must say, that secretly in my heart, I agreed with her. 

"Yet, when I recall Dian, aside from her refusal to compromise, 
it was principaly her warmth, her graciousness, her humor and her 
thoughtfulness that I remember. Her lovely slow voice with the southern 
lilt that could captivate an audience of hundreds, even thousands. 
She had an impulsive thoughtfulness that I never, never encountered 
elsewhere. For instance, while I was staying at her apartment in Ithaca, 
N.Y. for several days, I mentioned, I wasn't really complaining- I 
mentioned in passing that all my shoes pinched, and that my feet hurt. 
Much to my surprise, Dian leaped up, asked my shoe size, and then 
immediately left the apartment and jumped into her car, despite my most 
vigerous protests. When she came back from the shcpping center, about 
20 or 30 minutes later, she handed me a pair of shoes that slipped on 
as though they were custom made. I wore them ~or years afterwards. They're 
the only pair of shoes that I have put on and they didn't hurt. 
Such thoughtful, gracious behaviour was typical of Dian. I will carry the 
memory of those days I spent in her apartment at Ithaca, with me for the 
rest of my life. She was the most kindest, warmest and considerate 
host I have ever encountered. With the exception of my mother, my father 
and my husband,nobody has treated me the way that Dian treated me 
during those days that I spent with her. 

"Dian was capable of giving to others in a way, in an unreserved 
way that NX:S too few humans are capable of dming. There was an 
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BG "incredible resevoir of warmth and goodness in Dian's soul, that 
went largely untapped by the hummn race, and of which the gorillas 
were the beneficieraries. Digit's brutal death by poachers in 1977 
and the deaths ofother gorillas to whom she had devoted her life, changed 
everything. Outwardly, much was the same, but now Dian seemed more 
distracted. A little more emotional than she had been in the past. In 1981, 
I arranged for her to give a lecture at Simon Fraser University where 
I was teaching. People had warned me that there might be problems. 
Especially since the day of her lecture, she had a nonstop schedule from 
7:30a.m. to way past midnight. But Dian was tirelesssly gracious and 
kind through out the whole day. She behaved like a real trooper. The 
day went off flawlessly, despite two lectures, one reception, one lunch 
with twenty people, one dinner with thirty people, meetings with 
students, faculty, deans and newspaper reporters. It was at that time, 
that Dian surprised me by mentioning to me that she was somewhat 
involved with magic~ Traditionally, belief in magic runs heavily among 
the local people in the area where she works. I did not pursue the 
topic with her, because it wasn't one that interested me particularly. 
Eventually, it dawned on me that being percieved as powerful in magic, 
in that part of the woTld, would be one way to intimadate and control 
loeal poachers. 

"Dian gave up everything for the gorillas. She never mar-r Le d and 
she made incredible, abseloutely incredible sacrifices on the personal 
level. In Zaire, she was captured and tortured. She talked to me a 
little bit about the things she had to undergo in Zaire. Her dedication 
to the animals she loved was total. For eighteen years, selflessly and 
heroicly, despite danger, depite discomfort, she lived and worked with 
the mountain gorillas. Dian was a larger than life figure, who now, 
upon her death, will metamorphize into legend. Like Joan of Arc, like 
Ninoy Aquino, perhaps in death, she will achieve what eluded her in life. 
And, that is the total protection of the mountaan gorillas. I fervently 
hope and pray that Dian did not die -·in vain, and that her death will 
galvinize the world and the governments of Zaire, and Uganda and Rowanda, 
to actually save the mountain gorillae But you see, in reality, this 
was Dian's second death. In reality, Dian died the first time with Digit. 
Thank you .. " 


