
Warren Garst 
·November 16, 1986 

HAYES: Oh I guess it was about last January, in fact, and 
so I'd start with some of the things you said back then. 
But first tell me if you will, Warren, when you and Mrs. 
Garst were there--I know you were there on several occa-
sions, correct? 
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GARST: Yeah, I can't tell you the exact dates without look-
ing at my diary--but a--

HAYES: Do you have diaries on all this? 

GARST: Yeah, mostly gives me dates. This book right next 
to me has--I summarize--

HAYES: Oh great. 

GARST: Maybe it's in this book. My wife is here, she says 
we were first there in '76 and then--that was a very short 
trip. And then in 1 77 we went back and filmed and it 
seemed to me it was nine years later we went back, 1 83 we 
went back and spent a couple of months there. In that year 
I went back again--yeah, I went back again for about a 
month. 

HAYES: In 1 83? 

GARST: Yeah. Yeah, she said '77 we were there three or 
four months. 

HAYES: You were? That's a long haul. Was that the Earl 
Holloway film? 

GARST: No I didn't--we did the wild kingdom thing and this 
was before Earl. 

HAYES: That's right. That was with the Marlowe Perkins--

GARST: Marlin Perkins. 

HAYES: Marlin Perkins. 

GARST: Marlin didn't go up, we did this show and we didn't 
think that Marlin could stand the altitude, actually. 

HAYES: Yeah. 

GARST: He has a problem with altitude. 

HAYES: That was a three--two or three parter wasn't it? 

GARST: We did two parts on that one. 
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HAYES: Uh-huh. 

GARST: One of--one of, mostly Dian and her study, and the 
other one Dian and her conservation movement--the 
anti-poaching, breaking traps and so forth. 
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HAYES: Are those available? Is there a way I could arrange 
to get copies of them? 

GARST: Depends on how you want them. 

HAYES: I want them purely for research for this book. 

GARST: Yeah, but I mean, whether you want them tape or the 
film or--

HAYES: Well what I would want is a VHR, if that is the cor-
rect terminology, I'm a real dummy with electronics, but I 
have Christine Wiser's film and Barbara Janpell's. I had 
seen that Earl Holloman thing, but I don't--

GARST: I don't have that one--

HAYES: Is he still alive, do you know? 

GARST: Gosh I don't know? 

HAYES: Uh-huh. But you all made how many then? If you--if 
you made those two when you went over the first time? 

GARST: Yeah, our first trip there was a very short one. We 
just went up to look and see what the possibilities were and 
what the problems would be. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. 

GARST: And yeah, we just stayed overnight and the gorillas 
happened to be very close to camp. And we went out and 
Dian introduced us to the gorillas at that point. And then 
we had to go on to Iran and then we came back a few months 
later, and as I said, stayed three or four months working 
with Dian. 

HAYES: On these two films? 

GARST: Doing two films. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. And--
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GARST: Then later we went back and did the film which was 
showing her--this was after she had been in the states for a 
while and this was her reunion with the gorillas. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. Was that also Wild Kingdom? 

GARST: That's all--yeah, I've done only Wild Kingdom. 

HAYES: I see, so that would have been the 1 83 trip. So you 
did three in all? 

GARST: Yes. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. You were about to say what was involved in 
my getting copies of these. 

GARST: Well, I don't know how we'd go about it. For 
research purposes I think the company would make them avail-
able. But I don't think we have VHS, if we had them in the 
office it's on commercial VHS, or actually, it's on Beta-- · 
but it's three quarter inch it's not the size that you'd 
ordinarily see. 

HAYES: Well now I've had, on Janpell's and Wiser's I had 
copies made on here at L.A. I assume there's a copy house 
if they'll allow 'em to be copied for that purpose--do you 
think--

GARST: Yeah, well it's possible. I'll tell you how you go 
about it. 

HAYES: Yeah, please do. 

GARST: You call Don Meier, spelled M-E-I-E-R, he is the 
producer of the show--

HAYES: M-E-I-R-E-R? 

GARST: No, M-E-I-E-R 

HAYES: M-E-I-E-R, yeah okay. 

GARST: Okay, and he will tell you if they're available and 
what's needed. I think he will have to have you sign waiv-
ers or something like that. 

HAYES: Sure, I'll be glad to do that. 

GARST: And there is a possibility that either he can make a 
copy you could use or--I don't know how he--
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HAYES: Yeah, I--it's just helpful for me to see as much of her as I can, for my purposes. I have copies of the scripts of the first two that you did. 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: So it's more than just the information of what hap-pens--what's his number Warren? 

GARST: It's a area code 312-222-1755. 

HAYES: Great. Okay. Who was in the camp in '76 when you were there? 

GARST: Well our first trip Kelly Stewart was there and our second trip she had gone and the only one there was Ian Red-mond. 

HAYES: This was the second trip in '76? 

GARST: Yeah, the second trip up, when we were doing the filming. There were no researchers, just Ian, who was not really scientific type. 

HAYES: Yes. 

GARST: He was sort of a person that Dian had found and she needed some help there--she came up she was good. 

HAYES: Yeah, I met Ian in England in Bristol. Ken White wasn't there when you were there. 

GARST: No, no, I don't know who Ken was--was he the one who was there four days. 

HAYES: No, Ken White was there just before Ian Redmond and he'd gotten there the same way he had and he was hitchhiking across Africa and he was on the road from Kigali to Ruingary and she needed help and she picked him up and he went up there and he worked four months with her. And a--

GARST: No, I never met him. I didn't know him at all. 

HAYES: Very engaging guy, he lives in Seattle now but he spent eight years just hitchhiking around Africa. And he was one of the three that she liked, Ian, Tim and a guy named Rick Elliott, whom I'm still trying to track down. Did you ever hear her speak of him? 
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GARST: No, I didn't. She really didn't talk about many 
people there except--boy I can•t--Who's the one Kelly mar-
ried? 

HAYES: Sandy Harcourt. 

GARST: Sandy Harcourt, she talked about him a lot, because 
she thought Sandy was trying to shook her down in a lot of 
ways. 

HAYES: Yeah. Did she talk about Sandy's story about buf-
falo? 
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GARST: Yeah, she told us about how Sandy had been gored and 
they brought him down on a stretcher and how she had saved 
his life and so forth. 

HAYES: Do you remember the details of that? 

GARST: No, not too well. He was--as I understand--working 
alone up in--it seemed to me he was on a mountain ridge--

HAYES: About a thousand feet up, I heard. Above the 
canyon. 

GARST: And he--he just came across this buffalo on a narrow 
trail or something--unexpectedly. And what happened, the 
buffalo charged him. And I don't know how he got down the 
mountain, whether he had someone there or whether, I think 
someone must have come down and they went up, you see it was 
at night they brought him down. 

HAYES: Gored in the groin, I'd heard. 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: And she nursed him for a day or two, is that right? 

GARST: Uh-huh. 

HAYES: Heard also that she wouldn't let Kelly into the 
cabin while she was nursing him. 

GARST: Yeah, my wife here mentions it in her book. Yeah. 
I don't know anything about the Kelly thing. She didn't 
talk about that. 

HAYES: Did you keep in touch with Kelly after that? 

GARST: No, we never really kept in touch with Kelly. We 
didn't know her very well. We knew her twin sister better. 
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HAYES: Judy? 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: She's in San Francisco I understand. 

GARST: Yeah, we'd met Judy and she was working at Mrs. 
Gibb's place. 

HAYES: Yes, I had heard that from her mother. What is she 
doing now? Do you know? 

GARST: No. I just understand she's married and raising 
kids. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. Well that's a full time job. In our con-
versation before we talked a bit about Dian's fear of 
heights. 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: Do you know what that came from? 

GARST: Well, I think it was just a--I don't think it came 
from anything. I think it was just something a lot of 
people have, you know, are born with. 

HAYES: I'd heard a story that she was in a near--in an 
automobile accident, I mean. She was on a very high place 
and the car hung suspended for a time and--

GARST: I hadn't heard that, never told me. And I really 
don't know whether there's any truth to it at all. 
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HAYES: Yeah. I don't--just trying to track down the story. 

GARST: But I do know that she was very uncomfortable in 
steep places. Didn't have to be--would be something that I 
would consider pretty mild, you know, terrified about. So 
--it was a real thing with her I know. 

HAYES: Can you give me an example of what you would con-
sider mild and what frightened her? 
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GARST: Well, God I have a hard time--any place where 
there'd be a danger of slipping and falling and in those 
mountains there are quite a few places like that, a steep 
sided valley, remember going up places where--well the last 
time I was with her. I wanted her to go out on a place 
where she would have to contour around the slope and the 
slope was pretty steep--oh sixty degrees or a little better 
than that. It would be hard to climb up and if you slip you 
could really fall and keep sliding. It's the kind of place 
that most of us don't have any problem at all. And I didn't 
think about it. And I was--I had the gorillas I was five--
and I had the gorillas coming to me and this was to be her 
big reunion with them. And I kept signalling her to come 
and she wouldn't come. It took me a while to realize what 
it was. It was a very steep slope, but you know somethin', 
she screwed her courage up and she came. 

HAYES: Is that right? 

GARST: Pretty good thing. We had a nice thing in which the 
gorillas came and sat on her, seemed to recognize her. 

HAYES: Was this, indeed, the first time she had a reunion 
them since coming back? 

GARST: Yeah, I think it was, with group five anyway. 
don't--as far as I know they hadn't seen her before. 
really hard to know if they recognized her or not. I 
they did because they knew me from times past, but--

I 
It's 
think 

HAYES: It's a very interesting question because I was 
talking to some primatologists about this and some argue 
that, that they become--they can lose habituation very 
quickly and give--in so far as specific individuals are 
concerned. And on the other hand I talked to Shirley Strum, 
and she said that she's persuaded that--a baboon group that 
she studied--that she would come back after six months 
departure and the infants would run but the adults would 
not. And the infants were conditioned not to run because 
the adults, she was certain, recognized her, which is the 
reason they didn't run. 

GARST: I think this is what happened with Dian is that 
these gorillas, which are usually pretty shy when a stranger 
comes in, they don't--

HAYES: They don't come up and sit on your lap like this do 
they? 



Warren Garst 
November 16, 1986 a 

GARST: It took them a while to recognize me as a harmless 
person. Well Dian came up they--there was none of this they 
came right over to her. As I said, they sat on her and they 
just sort of acted as if she hadn't been away. 

HAYES: Yeah, I hear a most extraordinary story. I was up 
in San Francisco this week, I talked to a guy named Martin 
Brennen, I don't know whether you ran into him over there or 
not. He was in the embassy in the '70s. And he said he was 
at a party in Kigali, at the embassy, the Creeglers was 
having and she was there, and he was talking about the fact 
she really didn't feel comfortable mixing with people at 
parties. She had gone out on the porch in the back and he 
went out there and, she apparently like him, I mean they got 
along well. So that was a condition of him going out there 
to talk. And there were three dogs out there, he said, sort 
of mongrel type dogs. And one of them belonged to the 
Creeglers and she was--she was making a sound to them. He 
said the sound unlike any he'd ever heard, between a moan 
and a growl, but it was very distinctive. And he said "What 
are you doing?" And she said, "I was communicating with 
them." And she pointed to one of them and started 
diagnosing the dog as to what it had wrong with it 
medically. And he said he'd never run into anything like 
that. And do you have any experience at all with that? 
Because she wrote in a number of her letters about a kind a 
communication she did have with animals. Not in the 
conventional sense with Dykers and with animals out--there 
was an old buffalo, she apparently would go up to and even 
touch. Did you ever hear any of that? 

GARST: No I had--she never said anything about that to me. 
She did have a dog when we were there--

HAYES: Cindy. 

GARST: She had a pet monkey. These things she had a prett y 
good rapport with. She just--we did go out and we found 
dykers in traps. One time--I remember one time we came on a 
dyker that was snared. The thing was thrashing about and 
she didn't communicate with that at all. She just went into 
a real tizzy because this poor animal was being hurt. ~ 

HAYES: How do you mean? What did she do? 

GARST: Well she--I didn't watch what she was doing because 
I went over and got the animal and took it out of the trap. 
It hurt its leg so we carried it back to the house and put 
it in the--no we didn't either--she had done that with 
others but this one I looked at and found--showed it to her 
and I said this thing is not that badly hurt let it go. 
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HAYES: Uh-huh. 

GARST: Because normally she wants to take them back and 
nurse them. And my decision was that nursing would be more 
traumatic than letting it go and heal. Let it go--and she 
was just greatly relieved that this thing hadn't been hurt 
that bad because most of what she found was either dead or 
so near death. I don't think that they ever had any 
recoveries on dykers. But she really had a strong feeling 
for animals. She didn't want to see anything hurt by the 
snares. 

HAYES: Yeah. Well you were there for four months in '76 
then, huh? Three, four months. 

GARST: 
long. 

Yeah, three or four months. 
But it was a long period. 

I forget exactly how 

HAYES: And that was you and Mrs. Garst? You were there 
together. So, did you go out every day with the animals? 

GARST: Not every day. A lot would depend on the weather, 
if it was not--in those days we were using a much slower 
film than we do now and a lot of the times it was just not 
possible to film. 

HAYES: Oh yeah, there wasn't enough light? 

GARST: Wasn't enough light. Rainy and dark, not a lot of 
point going out unless the gorillas were close. At those 
times I was working with group four and group five, mostly. 

group had formed but it wasn't, wasn't a very big 
group at that time. He was wild, he could get close to the 

HAYES: In your note you said that there was an instance 
where 27 people had been taken up. I think by a mountain 
gorilla project. 

GARST: Yeah, one of the native guards there took them up. 

HAYES: Were you there at that time? 

GARST: Yeah, that was my first day on the last trip. 

HAYES: Of the last trip? That would have been in 1 83? 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: Well there was an instance when Bill Webber had 
taken up 27 people and was bitten. Was that the time? 

9 
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GARST: No this was not that time. That was--I was never 
there when Bill Webber was there. This was not a white man, 
this was one of the natives. It caused quite a flap in the 
camp. I don't know whether I told you the details? 

HAYES: No, please do, if you can remember. 

GARST: Well, at this time Richard Barnes was there--

HAYES: Yeah, I met Barnes. 

GARST: He was doing the research. Then there was a girl 
there, who was there as a technician. 

HAYES: Karen Jensen? 

GARST: Karen Jensen. And Karen and Richard were 
cohabiting. Karen kept the cabin that had been assigned her 
and Dian said, "You can't do that. If you want to stay with 
Richard, you stay with Richard. Leave this other cabin 
free." And that upset both Richard and Karen. They were 
not speaking with Dian at this point. They would not 
converse with her at all or pass the time of day. They 
just--if they had to communicate Richard would send a note 
and on this day when the instant happened Karen was going to 
take me out to meet a--on boy I can't think of the bachelor 
gorilla's name. Her boy friend--Tiger--Tiger was a lone 
male and Karen knew where he was so we were going to--she 
was going to take me down and show me Tiger that day. And 
on the path we met some people first, it was European type, 
a lady. It turned out she was living with one of the top 
gorilla people. She talked French to people. Anyway later 
we met some--

HAYES: Do you remember what her name was? 

GARST: Beg your pardon. 

HAYES: Do you remember what her name was? 

GARST: No, I don't. She was--but she was living at the 
base of the mountain where the trail started. And I think 
it was a French name, French of Belgium. I might have that 
in my notes but I'm not sure. She--there was a little bit 
of excitement in the conversation but not speaking French I 
didn't know--and then later we heard the--we ran into about 
three or four natives. I recognized one of them from past 
times he was one of Dian's men. And I gather from this 
point there were--someone had gone out and seen gorillas. 
We went on down the trail and visited Tiger and then came 
back and the details of this came out. Someone had taken 27 
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people there and the guy that we met on the trail, Dian's 
man, was accused of being the one who did it. Dian wrote 
Richard a note and said "Well, it looks as if we better fire 
so-and-so because he took some tourists out to see 
gorillas." And Richard wrote her a note and says, said, "No 
I'm not going to fire him I'm going to put him on suspension 
until we find out what happened." And a few days later 
Richard sent a note and said, "We found out that it was not 
our man. It was some one else. And I'm putting this man 
back on the payroll." And Dian wrote him a note--I saw 
these notes--she wrote him a note and said, yeah I guess I 
was delivering them. But she made a point to have me 
witness most of these notes because there is so much 
snipping at her and so much that is false. She wanted me as 
a witness there in almost every transaction she had with 
Richard. And anyway this note she sent back, she said, 
"Congratulations. You did a very good job on handling that. 
And I'm glad that we don't have to fire this man." 

HAYES: Who would have--

GARST: Not like that--and there was another time later when 
someone was caught there--a poacher was caught--he was taken 
down to the base. And when he showed up at the base he had 
been beaten. And then a message came over the radio. 
Richard wrote a note to Dian and said, "This has, this man 
was taken down and arrived beaten. He said that you did 
it," and he said, "we can tolerate this type of behavior." 
Dian looked at this note, she said, "Isn't that ridiculous. 
He said he came through here. He was in the custody and 
Richard Barnes took him down himself." And she said, "Isn't 
this ridiculous." Well, about three days later a message 
came over the radio, and all it was Dian beating up the 
police at the bottom, park rangers. There's no note of 
apology or anything but just this note saying that, "We 
heard it wasn't you." Dian wrote him a note and said, "Well 
I wish you'd given me the same," --oh how did she express 
it? "The same consideration you had done for our black 
man." This is the way things were there, always very tense. 

HAYES: Were there any other--those were the only two 
students there when you were there? In '83. 

GARST: Yeah, you couldn't really call them 
students--Richard--

HAYES: I know Barnes was supposed to have been the 
Associate Director under Harcourt during that time. 

GARST: Well he was Associate Director and he was really in 
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charge of running the camp, or the research I think. Dian 
had charge of the camp. I forget how these things were 
divided up. But he was the only one doing research. Karen 
was to be his assistant. And both of 'em, at that time, 
came down with deficiency--potassium deficiency, they were 
really crippled to the point where they couldn't go out and 
work. I saw this happen to Karen, knew what was going on. 

HAYES: Did she know what was happening to her? 
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GARST: Yeah. She would take me out, or go out with me at 
times. Just couldn't keep up. She'd complain of cramps in 
her legs and things. Well my wife has had this for years so 
I said to look for a potassium deficiency. She went to a 
doctor and he said, ''Yeah, that's it." Even after she had 
that they kept on their usual diet which it didn't include 
bananas, but she was pooped out. 

HAYES: Was plentiful too, I imagine. 

GARST: Yeah, uh-huh. 
came down with this. 
were both really--

Anyway, about a month later Richard 
It affected him differently, but they 

HAYES: How did it affect him, Warren? 

GARST: He just got sick and weak. He just had no strength. 
He just--

HAYES: Well there was a period there, I wonder if you were 
there, because I have correspondence with Richard--both 
Harcourt and Richard wrote the National Geographic about 
Dian and resigned. Although Harcourt wasn't there I think 
he at the time held the title of Director of Karisoke, 
having received it from the Karisoke Scientific Board. And 
so when they--when Barnes and Jensen left, so far as I've 
been able to find out there was nobody left in the camp with 
her until David Watts came the following year. 

GARST: That's right. I was there when they left. 

HAYES: You were? Can you remember the details of that? 

GARST: Not in great detail. But I did go down there to 
witness this. Dian said, "Please come along because I know 
what they're going to say and what they'll do and I just 
want someone to be there so that they know I'm telling the 
truth. So I went down there--

HAYES: To where? 
GARST: Too Barnes' cabin. He turns--I guess my wife was 



Warren Garst 
November 16, 1986 

there too--and we went down and saw that the inventory was 
right and things were turned over. It was not a very 
cordial party. 

HAYES: Well, she wrote a letter saying they'd left the 
place in terrible disarray, also. 

GARST: It was, yeah. Oh they lived in a mess. It was 
terrible. 

HAYES: Can you describe it? 
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GARST: Well yeah. It was like nothing was ever cleaned up. 
The pots and pans were there. In fact they used to look as 
if they deliberately left food laying around so that the 
mice would come out and feed. And they used to sort of sit 
there and watch the mice eat. 

HAYES: What? 

GARST: Yeah, well when we were there at dinner one night 
the mice were running around the counters--

HAYES: Around the--Karen Jensen's and Barnes place? 

GARST: Yeah. They didn't--it was not what I would call the 
very nice way to live. Nothing was cleaned or picked up or 
kept in any sort of order. Dian was right. It did take a 
long time to clean that up. Get fit for habitation. 

HAYES: I have been up there twice--I have been to Karisoke 
once--but I have to Rwanda a time before that. And I saw 
into Dian's cabin. A thing that's interesting about that, 
there was--I understand she kept giant rats. She fed them. 

GARST: Well that was out in front. 

HAYES: Oh, they weren't inside then. 

GARST: I never saw any inside but I remember one time. And 
they weren't there that often--I was at their house one time 
when a giant rat came out and was eating out in front of her 
house and she was so excited she tried to get a picture of 
it leaning out the front window and she fell and I think she 
broke her rib. 

HAYES: Is that right? 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: Is that when her whole trouble with her lungs 
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started? Because was my understanding, that was a 
consequence--

GARST: She had lungs problems before I ever met her. 

HAYES: Yeah, well apparently she had emphysema earlier. 
But the problem--what I was told by Ross Kerr was that the 
lung operation she had was as a consequence of having 
splintered a rib and it chipped into her lung. And she had 
to have it removed in Belgium. 

GARST: That happened before this. 

HAYES: Oh it was. 

GARST: I understood that that was the result of a horse 
accident. 
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HAYES: So in fact--well I guess that's the difference in 
the version Ross tells. To your knowledge she broke her rib 
again. Yeah, I think she cracked it or something. It was 
painful to her but it was not disabling. She--before we got 
there she did have emphysema and she--she had had one lung 
removed, I'm pretty sure, before that. But she did--when 
she to marry those pictures she did go to Belgium or 
somewhere for source of treatment. Met a doctor, treat her. 
She went there. Those are things you would have to get from 
other people. 

HAYES: Yeah. 
things to you. 

Well did Barnes and Jensen give their side of 
You say that she--

GARST: No, they sort of considered me in the enemy camp 
although they knew our position. We were admirers of Dian. 
We had our problems with her. But we did admire her because 
we just thought if it were not for Dian, those people would 
not be there studying. 

HAYES: That's right. 

GARST: And they finally grudgingly admitted that well she 
had done some good. She had set up the camp and she had set 
up the system of getting food in there and out. But okay, 
that her science wasn't that good and this was their 
argument to us. 

HAYES: And you think that their disagreements with her 
sprung from the fact that she insisted that they both go 
into the same cabin? 

GARST: Well that was one of them that they were having 
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words. My wife wants to say something. 
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HAYES: Oh good, get her on the phone. I'd love to have her 
join us on this. 

GARST: She will dominate the conversation. 

MRS. GARST: That's right. That's the reason I'm not on. I 
wanted to add on this camp setup. You know I traveled with 
Warren for twenty years now, we get in some really remote 
places. 

HAYES: I know you do. 

MRS. GARST: Some that aren't so bad like in Ruinvia, you 
know. They have airplane travel up there. But I must say 
that the easiest place to buy my groceries was in Dian's 
camp. She had that set up so beautifully. So organized 
that anyone--! mean it was like, was easier than living here 
in Chicago. You'd be able to--all I had to do was be able 
to speak enough Swahili, or write enough Swahili that I 
could write down what I wanted. The guy would bring the 
things back and, you know--and it was house to house 
delivery. It was really, really great and I don't think too 
many people recognized how important that this was. That 
they could then get along with their research, or whatever 
else they were doing, or filming in that case. Without that 
organization setup these researchers that gave her hell 
wouldn't have been able to have done any work. Might not 
sound like a very important thing that she had done. People 
never--well I sort of felt that the scientific community in 
East Africa, particularly most of them that didn't even know 
her, didn't--kind of gave her hell. Partially, I think, 
because of Kelly, and Kelly's sister who knew the scientific 
community. 

HAYES: Well what would Kelly's sister have had to do with 
it? 

MRS. GARST: Well she knew the East African people. Our 
first trip up there in 1 76 we happened to be staying at 
Gibb's place and we mention this to Kelly's sister, you 
know, that we were going. And we didn't know who this was, 
or anything about it. "Don't go there Dian will just be 
mean to my sister. She's there, and she'll be mean to her 
if somebody comes." You know, well this sort of thing. 
We'd never met Dian, and this is a terrible impression to 
give somebody before they come. 

GARST: We'd heard things too. 
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MRS. GARST: Yeah, but most of these people had never really 
met her, Warren. 

GARST: There was--

MRS. GARST: And I thought it was unfair. 

GARST: There was a lot of bad mouth from the whole 
scientific community and I think this mostly unfair and 
uncalled for. Most people didn't know Dian. They were 
going by reputation. 

MRS. GARST: They made up such wild stories--most of them 
were untrue. Actually, when I came home, it Karen--I called 
her mother just to tell her that we'd seen her. And her 
mother started in on my nickel. Talked for twenty minutes 
telling me how she was going to sue Dian. 

HAYES: Well apparently Dian called her mother too and said 
she and Richard Barnes were cohabiting or she was sleeping 
around or some such. 

MRS. GARST: Yeah, and that's why the mother then was going 
to sue her. So what, they were. 

GARST: At that time Dian hadn't called the mother, Dian--

MRS. GARST: She had Warren, Dian had come home to make a 
book promotion while we were still up there. Remember? 

GARST: Anyway, Karen's mother thought, slandering Karen, 
saying she was sleeping with Richard Barnes--

HAYES: My understanding from them was that--wasn't just 
Barnes she was sleeping with. That was part of--

MRS. GARST: Well there wasn't anybody else there. 

GARST: He was the only person there. 

MRS. GARST: However they got married didn't they. 

HAYES: Oh yeah. I interviewed them after they were 
married. Two months ago. They left thereafter to go to--I 
think they went to study lowland gorilla. 

GARST: Yeah, they're making the survey of lowland gorilla s 
around Zaire. 

MRS. GARST: I couldn't believe Karen's mother, I was just 
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calling to be nice. 
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HAYES: Well I have a letter here--I'll read you a paragraph 
from it, it interesting--from Fossey. "As I've probably 
written to you, (this is to Joan Travis) I returned to 
Karisoke on December 5th accompanied by Warren Garst a 
really nice photographer from Wild Kingdom." You know she 
didn't say that very often about anybody. 

MRS. GARST: She was like that. 

HAYES: "Prior to returning to camp I had heard in Kigali 
that the two students left here, Karen Jensen, Richard 
Barnes, were quitting because I was returning. Indeed, this 
was the case and I'm every so grateful that Mr. Garst could 
be a witness to all that transpired following my arrival in 
Karisoke. The girl had previously left the mountain along 
with much of her belongings and a number of my own, leaving 
Richard alone to deal with throwing me, literally, what 
change remained of $5,000 I had just sent him, a pair of car 
keys and the door keys to the cabin. Zoom, off he went. 
The cabin remained in shambles. Wall to wall debris. Paper 
work scattered everywhere amongst banana peelings, old 
tampax's, moldy dishwater and on--both were pretty sick 
kids. Life goes on." 

MRS. GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: Is that accurate? 

THE GARST'S: Yeap. 

HAYES: Because I think she did accuse him also of taking 
money. 

GARST: Yeah, she was--one of the things she said before he 
went back--was there's a lot to be accounted for. Richard 
said, "Well I will do that later. I have to get some 
receipts or something from John Paul- --------,,- " He didn't 
have everything he needed there. Therefore he couldn't 
account for the money. I don't know weather Barnes was 
being dishonest or--I wouldn't accuse him of that. But I've 
got to say he's not ____ very disorganized in his personal 
life. I don't know what kind of a scientist he is. 

MRS. GARST: We first met him in Raha in Tanginika years 
ago. 

HAYES: The Gonbe stream? 

GARST: No he had been to Gonbe--
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MRS .. GARST: This was after Gonbe. 

GARST: Hunt is now studying elephants in Rwanda. 

MRS. GARST: He then had--didn't have any _ _,.._ it really 
was completely, what I would say, at that point I would say 
I don't think there was anything other than honesty with 
her. I think he was a very honest person. 

HAYES: Well, yeah. 

MRS. GARST: Got mixed up on his accounts. 

HAYES: You say that she asked you, she says too, to be a 
witness to a lot of all this. And that you kept summaries 
of diaries. Would that information be in there, Warren? 

GARST: I didn't--

HAYES: In any kind of detail? 

GARST: No, not in any detail because I don't do that. My 
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diaries are more or less just what I did that day. And ___ _ 

HAYES: Sure. So it wouldn't be in the sense of a personal 
journal of what was happening or going on in the camp. 

GARST: I don't know whether my personal letters home would 
contain that or not, I might look. 

HAYES: Boy, I wish you would because that--I think I may 
have told you I've got about 120 letters from her now and 
that is proving to be the most important part of my research 
because that's her version you know. And those--those, any 
kind of journals or letters written at the time help me to 
reconstruct this thing. 

MRS. GARST: We have quite a few of her letters. 

GARST: I've got a few letters from her. I've got mostly 
her reports about the gorillas. 

HAYES: Well I'm eager to get whatever I can. And I'd be 
ever go grateful if you might be able to Xerox copies for 
me. 

MRS. GARST: I'm going to get off now so I don't interrupt 
anymore. 

HAYES: Nice to talk to you Mrs. Garst. Thank you. 
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GARST: They're allowing you to see their papers? 
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HAYES: Yes, Steacy Calls made their stuff available to me. 
And African Wildlife Foundation's made their stuff available 
to me. And I--

GARST: How do you stand when you're thinking of movies? 

HAYES: Well I'm--my life piece was optioned by Warner's. 
And nobody knows what is going to happen with all this. 
Universal is supposed to be working out of her book. And 
now there's talk that Universal and Warners will work 
together and there'll be a single movie. That's all I know. 

GARST: Someone called me from Warners one time--it was a 
lady--and she wanted information on something. And I forget 
what it was all about, but I remember a second call and I 
said-- Oh they wanted copies of the films we'd done. 

HAYES: Yeah. Uh-huh. 

GARST: And I was making arrangements. The second time I 
talked to her she indicated that well maybe we are getting 
together with Universal. 

HAYES: Really? Well that's just rumors--I'm not in any 
position to be told anything, I'm just a--we heard on the 
grapevine like anybody else. 

GARST: That had to be before my last African trip which was 
July. 

HAYES: July this year? 

GARST: Yeah. 

HAYES: That was a long time ago. Well the talks are more 
current, I understand, now then then. But in any case 
whatever documentation--I'm just trying to make the book as 
accurate as possible. And--

GARST: I hope you can achieve that. 

HAYES: I do too. Let me--if I can take just a little bit 
more of your time, let me poke around some more and see what 
you might remember that would be useful to me. If you were 
there in '76 and then didn't return until 1 83, much had 
happened to her in that time. The whole Diget episode and 
the increasing problems that she had got into politically 
with the Rwandans and she eventually had been talked into 
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coming down the hill by Glenn Housepotter, I believe, got 
her into Cornell. And she spent a year and longer at 
Cornell. She started to lecture around this country 
and--did you see her when she was over here? 

GARST: Yeah we did. She came--I remember one time we heard 
she was going to be--she wrote or called or something--that 
she was coming this way for lecturing or something and she'd 
be in Milwaukee and we said great, where are you going to 
be? And we drove off and had a--I was going to take her to 
dinner and she wouldn't have any of that. When she heard we 
were coming she ordered stuff, oh I think wine and cheese or 
something that we had in the room. And we had a pretty good 
two or three hour reunion and then Jen and I drove back. At 
this time I told her of a rumor that we'd heard. I thought 
she better be aware of it. When this poacher killed Diget 
was captured, that she had castrated him. 

HAYES: Really? 

GARST: Yeah, hadn't you heard that? 

HAYES: No I hadn't picked that one up. 

GARST: You hadn't? That was--that was current going around 
the States. Mostly or no--I heard it overseas mostly. And 
it was in the scientific community again. That she had 
castrated this guy. "Now isn't that ridiculous," she said. 
"I didn't lay a hand on the guy and I had people there in 
the house to keep me from doing it." And then this last 
trip we were there--

HAYES: Was there any basis for this, subsequently? I 
mean--the man had been injured in any way? 

GARST: No I don't think so. 

HAYES: Yeah, okay. 

GARST: This was all just--

HAYES: Just rumors--

GARST: Believed it. Anyway we're going in to--we'd been in 
Ruingary, not Ruingary, we'd been in on the capital--

HAYES: Kigali. 



Warren Garst 
November 16, 1986 

GARST: Kigali, we were flying out and we couldn't both get 
on the same plane. So she went one plane and I went out 
another and she got there first. She arrived and it was 
raining very hard. She stood under the canopy of the 
airport--

HAYES: You're talking about Fossey? 

GARST: No Dian wasn't there at this time. This was our 
second trip back. 

HAYES: And what year was this? 

GARST: Jenny had come home and Dian had been home to 
promote her book. 

HAYES: And what year was this, 1 82? 

GARST: 1 83. 

HAYES: '83. Okay, go ahead, sorry. 

GARST: This was--at this time we hadn't gotten her reunion 
with the gorillas. We had to go back and do that. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. So you were taking the plane out of where 
when it was raining? 

GARST: We left Kigali--

HAYES: And flying to Ruingary? 

GARST: Flew to Ruingary. It seemed to me that, I think I 
chartered both planes--or--no I guess they were passenger 
planes. But they were small planes each holding only a 
couple of people and my equipment, so could have been a I 
guess. I forget the details on that. Anyway she went in 
first and she was standing under this sort of eves of the 
air terminal, if you could call it that. And there was one 
of the European residents of the town, Ruingary, was there. 
And she and Dian got talking and when she left she said I'm 
so glad to finally have met you. I heard of this rumor of 
you castrating this poacher. So she said, "Now I don't 
believe it." 

HAYES: Do you remember who that was? 

GARST: No I don't remember. Dian didn't even tell me her 
name. I didn't meet the lady. 

HAYES: Yeah, that's interesting. 
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GARST: I saw her standing there talking with Dian. That 
was the second time. Anyway I thought Dian should know of 
this rumor and that sort of thing really didn't bother her, 
you know. She sort enjoyed that sort of ill fame because 
it--among the natives--

HAYES: Scared them all the more I guess. 

GARST: She liked to scare them. Liked to make--have them 
think that she was tough. But you could tell she was a 
gentle woman. 

HAYES: Yes. 

GARST: She loved them. 

HAYES: Uh-huh. Well what were your impressions of her 
after not seeing her for such a long time? 

GARST: I thought she, as I remember, I thought she looked 
good, healthy. Healthier than I'd seen her. 

HAYES: Right. In 1 76. 
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GARST: When she was in the mountains she used to be a 
workaholic. She'd stay up all night. She never knew how to 
take care of herself. One of things that you did notice 
about her was when we went out to see gorillas if we hadn't 
seen her the night before and she'd been taking care of 
herself, she didn't have a lot of energy. If we'd had her 
down to our house for dinner, if she'd been fed, then she 
could go a lot longer. She had a lot more strength. 

HAYES: Was she keeping any kind of journal or diary that 
you knew of? 

GARST: That I don't know. But she was fanatic about--

HAYES: Field report--

GARST: Keeping her records and her correspondence. 

HAYES: Yes, yes and with the students she caused a lot of 
antagonism because they didn't want to do their field 
reports--
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GARST: Oh gosh yes. Redmond was there and he would go 
out--and he was the worst guy in the world for keeping 
reports, and I am just amazed to meet the man, that he is 
now a writer. You couldn't get him to write anything. Be 
on his case everyday. And she said, "I want those reports." 
"Oh well, I got to go out and pick up trash." And things 
like that. Just amazed me that he's now trying to make a 
living as a correspondent. 

HAYES: Well, now--a lot of the--what the students say also 
was that from 1 78 on she very, very seldom went out. 

GARST: Well I suspect that is probably true. Her endurance 
was such, that at that altitude she could not hack it. But 
she was doing pretty much what Jane Goodall did, had done. 
And that is to have her trackers go out--and I watched her 
work with these guys--she was very thorough. They'd bring 
back scat samples--

HAYES: Scat? 

GARST: You know, they can tell by the size of the feces who 
it is and they ____ the nest and they know who is 
sleeping with whom. And who is where, who is closest, so 
forth. And she was keeping them going and I think that it's 
a good thing. Makes these guys interested. And of course 
any time that get snares she was interested. But she didn't 
believe in paying for snares as the--

HAYES: Jean Pierre did--

GARST: I know a lot of times they'd come through with the 
National Guard, the National Parks people would have a lot 
of snares they claimed they found. Well she'd tell them 
they were wolves 

HAYES: Did she ever talk to you about her real father? 

GARST: She probably talked to Jenny more. 

HAYES: Is Jenny around? You could ask her that. 

GARST: Did Dian ever talk to you about her real father? 
She's shaking her head no. And her step-father we heard a 
lot of negative--

HAYES: Yeah, right. Did she ever talk about the--what 
happened to her while she was imprisoned in the Congo? 
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GARST: When I was there the second time she was more open. 

24 

The first she told us she was imprisoned and she told us r~ .. IA 

about her escape. She told us about how these students had l.)J~ 
been murdered. The second time I was there she told me that h,u. 
yes she had been raped, a few things like that. I guess she ~1-AA"/-
felt she knew me better. These were things she really only 
talked to her female friends about anything important. 

HAYES: She told an interviewer for GO that she was 
displayed in a cage for two days. 

GARST: Yes, I still remember that. 

HAYES: And that she was being held for a general. As a 
present to a general. 

GARST: Yeah. I think that was one of the ploys she used in 
her escape. She said that she told her captors that she had 
money and a car in this little hotel across the border. 
Wouldn't they take her there and she get this for them. 
Make the general very happy. But anyway--

HAYES: Did she tell Jenny anymore than she told you? 

GARST: No. You know Anita McClellan? 

HAYES: Yes. 

GARST: Anita would be the one, I think, who would know most 
of that. Dian, I think, told her everything. A lot of this 
was in writing at one time. 

HAYES: In what form? For a book? 

GARST: No, it was in the book and Anita, being the editor, 
cut it out to keep--it wasn't appropriate or something--

HAYES: Really, no kidding. Wow. Do you think Anita would 
have that material? But she's no longer at the publishing 
house. 

GARST: No I don't think Anita has that although I'd heard 
it was Anita. When Dian died I said, "Well you're the one 
who should write this biography since you know Dian better 
than anyone else. And I think Anita might have thought 
that. I don't know if she's still writing or--

HAYES: Well my understanding was she considered doing it 
but then she, for whatever reasons, was not. I'm in touch 
with her and she has agreed to consider whe th er s h e will 
talk with me. And I'm--I've sent her 
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GARST: She's very cautious. If she thinks you aren't going 
to be friendly to Dian--forget it. 

HAYES: Well I sent her my life piece and a book I did on 
Sarangetti and also a piece I did on primates for 
International Wildlife. And all I can do is just wait and 
see what she thinks about that I guess. Do you think 
there's anybody else who might know about that period of her 
life? 

GARST: Mrs. Kerr might know. I don't know about Mrs. 
Creegler, she might know. 

HAYES: Well, I've talked to Betty, and she has been 
cooperative with me and she speculated about it but I gather 
she didn't a lot to her about it. 

GARST: Do you know Bob Camel? 

HAYES: I do. I interviewed Bob when I was over for Life. 

GARST: Well he would probably know this period as well as 
anyone because he was there right after this. And he and 
Dian had a thing going. 

HAYES: Yeah, he told me that. 

GARST: I don't think it any interest--

HAYES: No, as a matter of fact Bob told me in the presence 
of his wife. 

GARST: I always had the feeling that Heather knew about it 
too. 

HAYES: Did you ever get intimation that she had an affair 
with Harcourt? 

GARST: No, no. 
about Harcourt. 
had. 

She always had sort of ambivalent feeling 
She said he was the best student she ever 

HAYES: Yeah, and he was a protegee of hers. 
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GARST: And that he was very good. But he seemed to have 
turned against her. And she never told me why. But she 
thought well it be cause he wanted to publish all this data 
and become the leading expert on gorillas and therefore he 
had sort of--take over her dominance in the field. But I 
don't know why he would start all over there were some 
things he was--it always seemed to me that the rumors we 
heard about Dian were, in what we would call the Harcourt 
clan or 

HAYES: Well you said, I noticed, reading my notes before I 
called you, in our earlier conversation that he had 
published research of hers without attribution. That you 
had proof of this in some form. 
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GARST: Well she had proof, I think, and I forget who was 
talking to me that they also had proof. This came out in 
the meeting that we had in Washington this spring. I forget 
who was telling me for sure, but Glenn Housefotter probably, 
I think Glenn Housefotter would be the one. So he was the 
one who got on Harcourt's case about it. 

HAYES: Well I have correspondence in which he urged her to 
report Harcourt to the Guggenheim Committee because he had a 
Guggenheim Foundation grant. And what came of that--no, I 
know what happened--it was Irvin Duvor who said it would be 
a very unwise thing to do. And I think it just petered out 
at that point. Also a letter from Harcourt saying that he 
had failed--regreted that she hadn't received credit for 
some piece of research. But not acknowledging that he was 
plagiarizing or anything. 

GARST: Yeah. I don't know what the--I can't give you any 
specifics on that. But I would say that I have heard from 
reputable scientists that this the case. 

HAYES: Did you know that she had cancer? 

GARST: No I didn't. 

HAYES: She never talked to you about that? 

GARST: She really never told us any specifics about her 
ailments. She just let us know that she was, in fact, she 
even tried to hide the fact that she was hurting. But it 
was always very obvious. And I didn't know that she had 
emphysema but I suspected it. I did hear that she had one 
lung removed and had emphysema and all of these thing. But 
she never really said anything about what she had. And 
anytime we tried to ask her about it she'd just close the 
conversation. 
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HAYES: Uh-huh. 

GARST: She wouldn't go into detail she'd just say, "Well 
I'm going to go and see a doctor." or something. But she 
would never complain to us. The only thing she admitted 
that was wrong with her was that she had acrophobia. 

HAYES: Yes. When was the last time you saw her, Warren? 

GARST: I think it was up there in December of 1 83. 
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HAYES: Do you remember the circumstances of your departure? 

GARST: Well yeah, I'd just been filming and we had and I 
was leaving. I don't think I've seen her since. Of course 
Bob was with her quite a bit. I remember about a year ago, 
I was in Kenya and someone sent me a clipping from a 
Milwaukee paper quoting Dian as saying I have no friends. 
And I had lunch with Joan Root that day, and I told her 
that. She said Dian's got two friends at least. 

HAYES: Well three, including Alan. 

GARST: Yeah, well Alan wasn't around and he and Joan 
weren't on--I think Joan was a better friend of Dian's than 
she was Alan at that time. 

HAYES: Really. Oh you mean because of their split. 

GARST: Yeah. Although I think she still cares about Alan. 
I think she was hoping something--come and get back--but--

HAYES: Did you ever do anything with Adrian B. Shriver? 

GARST: I never knew him. Dian talked a lot about him. She 
seemed to have a lot of admiration for the guy. And she was 
very much in love with the girl that Adrian was going with 
that was killed by the elephant--

HAYES: Lee Lyon, yeah. 

GARST: In fact, one of the things that Dian and I did, we 
were, forget the circumstances, but we were held up in 
Kigali for a few days. Must be that my equipment, go yeah I 
think my equipment was lost and in shipment or something. 
Couldn't film. And Jean Paul Vandervack was coming back 
from the States. And there was another couple there that 
were involved in the conservation in Rwanda and Dian had 
just arrived from the States. She had great ideas, she was 
going to get together with all of these people and they were 
going to do great things for conserving gorillas. And she 
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said, "Well I would sure like to get a meeting and talk this 
all over with these people." And I said, "Well hell, I'll 
just invite everyone to dinner." So we had them all to 
dinner one night and she discussed this. And the other 
couple was all for it and they wanted to help Dian and Jean 
Pierre was just--he was pretty antagonistic to the whole--he 
didn't want to hear about it because it was, he just didn't 
like Dian. 

HAYES: Was this '83? 

GARST: This was 1 83. 

HAYES: Do you remember who the other couple was? 

GARST: Seems to me his name was Alan, or maybe their last 
name was Alan. I can look all these things up. 

HAYES: I sure wish you would. 

GARST: She presented this idea to everyone, and she later 
went in and talked to the heads of the National Parks and 
they were all in favor of it. 

HAYES: Do you know what the idea was? 

GARST: I don't remember the details of her plans but she 
wanted really, she was making an effort to cooperate with 
mountain gorilla people--

HAYES: She was? Would your notes indicate what her plan 
would have been? 

GARST: No, my wife is here wanting to which came first 
Diget Fund or Mountain Gorilla Fund. 

HAYES: Diget Fund came first. 

GARST: Diget Fund--

HAYES: Yeah, she--the history there very briefly was that 
she started the Diget Fund but the international alarm that 
she sounded resulted in wildlife foundations realizing they 
should come in there and so they came in under the Ruberg 
Mountain Gorilla project which was set up--as my information 
suggests--initially by the Flora/Fauna Preservation Society 
in England. And Harcourt was the chief guy there. Two 
thousand pounds was raised. They gave 1500 pound directly 
to the Rwandan government which upset her greatly and 500 t o 
her. And she felt that it was giving them to people who 
didn't know how to handle the money. And that was the 
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beginning of the problems with the Mountain Gorilla Project. 
Then Mountain Gorilla Project was taken over by African 
Wildlife Foundation to be the funding, to be the 
administrator of all that--these various interests which 
include the World Wildlife Fund. And for a time it looked 
like Diget Fund would merge with Mountain Gorilla Project. 
But then I was talking to Shirley Mcgreel this morning, 
earlier and she has the whole story of that rupture. And 
that was basically Dian Fossey felt that money was out--was 
being given for, especially for gorillas, was going--was 
being diffused by going through the Mountain Gorilla--going 
through African Wildlife Foundations and wasn't necessarily 
getting to the gorillas. So she got sore and split off from 
them. 

GARST: I think she was probably right. I have to pretty 
much go along with Dian. She's controversial, but I've 
never seen anything where she was dishonest, I knew that she 
could be emotional and exaggerate things, but--

HAYES: Yes, that seems to be what I'm finding out too. 

GARST: I had another thought 

HAYES: Sure. 

GARST: It's new to me at the moment. 

HAYES: Well listen, I'm only a telephone away. As a matter 
of fact, as a veteran distinguished film man I wish you'd 
run through the film catalogue in your head. There must be 
other scenes and episodes that you remember from your memory 
and Mrs. Garst's memory and anything you can will be so 
helpful to me. So can I ask you also if you would be able 
to make your correspondence available to me? 

GARST: Yeah, I'll look through it and see if there's 
anything that I think would be valuable. We have a few 
letters from her. Not a great many. She'd write us 
occasionally but mostly we, when she was in the States we'd 
talk on the phone or we'd try to meet her whenever she was 
in this vicinity. 

HAYES: Well not only her correspondence to you but yours to 
her would be helpful to me should that be possible. 

GARST: I don't know whether I--I'm not in the habit of 
making copies, I wasn't in those days. Now that I have a 
computer it's easy but--
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HAYES: Let me give you, Warren, my name and address and 
telephone number and all that--

GARST: Let me find my glasses. 

HAYES: Okay. 

GARST: Okay. 

HAYES: Harold Hayes, 1135 North Bundy, Los Angeles, 90049. 
And my telephone number's (213) 471-8457. Call me collect 
anytime if anything occurs to you. 

GARST: Yeah, okay. You do have a publisher for this 
already? 

HAYES: Yes, Simon and Schuster is my publisher. 

GARST: Uh-huh. 

HAYES: And my editor's Alice Mahew. 

GARST: All that doesn't mean a lot to me. I'm not--Simon 
and Schuster used to publish a lot of my mother's books 
though. 

HAYES: Really. What was your mother's name. 

GARST: She wrote juveniles under Shannon Garst. 

HAYES: Well it's a great house. I mean it's--

GARST: Okay, Harold, I'll look through and see what I've 
got. And if it's at all in the nature of things that will 
help you I'll be glad to send them to you. 

HAYES: I'll be so grateful. I'll say only that I have yet 
to see a letter that she wrote that hasn't been helpful in 
some way to me and your journals, even if they should be 
only arrival and departure dates will help me because it's 
like--as you'll appreciate--it's like a, trying to put 
together a big jigsaw puzzle--
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GARST: 
through my--

diaries and things like that. And I'll look 

HAYES: That would be terrific. 

GARST: My letters--they come up with any detail. 
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HAYES: That would be terrific. Anything at all, but I'd 
just be ever so grateful. 

GARST: Well if you can write a book that tells a pretty 
true story of Dian I'd be glad to help. 

HAYES: Well thank you, that's what I want to do. 

GARST: I had great admiration for the lady. Okay, we'll be 
in touch. 

HAYES: Thank you so much Warren. 

GARST: You betcha. 

HAYES: Good-bye. 






