
Former surgery chairman

RichardT, Myers dies
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fledgling medical school in 1945'. Twen-
.ty years later he would help steer the
'Wake Forest University-Baptist Medical
, Center through tough fmancial times,
, when its debt threatened to topple the
whole institution. Dr. Eben Alexander, a
professor .emeritus and former chief of
staff at the hospital, said that Myers'
patients, who included many of the
state's most-prominent citizens, helped
sustain support for the medical center
during t~ period.l!pon his retirement,
he became a ~stee Of Baptist Hospital.

"There were a great many people all
over the, state who were devoted to
him," Alexander said) '

Dr. Richard, Dean, the vice president
of health affairs at Wake Forest, said
that Myers led by quiet example. His
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Dr. Richard T. Myers, a former chair-
man of the department of surgery at the
Wake Forest University School of M~di-
cine, died Friday at his home ..He was',78
and had Parkinson's disease .:

, Colleagues of Myers described himas
a soft-spoken leader who helped build
the medical school's surgery depart-
ment in size and stature. When Myers
retired in 1984, the department had
nine sections and 45 full-time, 'aculty
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• Hehelped to' build
the size and stature of
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members. Under his tenure, the school
developed an organ-transplant pro-
gram. .

~'I would describe him as a fme sur-
geon and a gentleman, " said Dr. Felda
Hightower, a professor emeritus of sur-
gery who worked closely with Myers for
50 years. "As close to me as a son, as a
father as a model and as a brother. He

. will. be sorely missed because of his
'leadership ability."

Richard Thomas Myers was born in
Macon, Ga., but grew up h Winston-
Salem where he .was a football star at
'ReynoictSHigh School. He attended the
University'of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and received his medical degree
from the University of Pennsylvania. He
returned to Wmston-Salem and the

voice wasn't the loudest, and he didn't
talk the most, but what he said mattered.

"He built a department of surgery that
revered that type of person, and stu-
dents, faculty and residents tried to em-
ulate him," said Dean, who became
chairman of the department when Myers
retired.

Myers and his wife, Carolyn, restored
an old farmhouse on Olivet Church
Road, where they and their children
raised horses. In his later years, he took
up flying. He frequently rode a motorcy-
cle to work.

In 1984, he received the Medallion of
Merit, Wake Forest's highest award. The
university also created the Richard T.
Myers Endowed Chair of Surgery in his
honor.
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MYERS ,
. Dr. Richard Thomas Myers, 78, of
'613 Glen Echo Trail passed away at'
his home on Friday, October 24,
1997. He was born on December 25,

1918, in Macon Georgia, and spent
his lifein Winston-Salem, N.C. Dr.
Myers was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
John H. Myers Sr. and one of seven
children. He led a distinguished
medical career that began in 1943
when he graduated with a M.D. de-
gree from the University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Medicine. Dr. Myers
interned at the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and began
residency training in internal medi-
cine. After serving a year as Lieuten-
ant in the Navy Medical Corps, he
joined Baptist Hospital' where he
was Chairman of the Departme'nt of
Surgery for 18 years and received

, the Medallion of Merit-the highest
award given by Wake Forest Univer-
sity. Loved by his patients, admired
by his students anti respected by
colleagues nationally and interna-
tionally. Dr. Myers was recognized
for his exceptional surgical skills
and 'unending contributions to the
Medical Center's achievement of ex-
cellence. He taught by deed and
word, made effective by his success
as a physician, teacher and a man of
the highest ethical and humanitarian
standards tempered with good hu-
mor and a genuine affection for peo-
ple. During Dr. Myer's 20 years as
head of surgery, the department
grew to include nine surgical sec-
tions with 45 full-time faculty mem-
bers, 76 part-time faculty members
and more than 550 surgeons in the
residency program. The department
developed an 'organ transplant pro-
gram and became a leader' in the
field of joint replacement. In 1984,
the school established an endowed
professorship and Chair in Surgery
in honor of Dr. Myers. Dr. Myers was'
a member of the American Board of
Surgery, Board of Thoracic Surgery,
numerous professional organiza-
.tions and an Emeritus Professor. He
served as past president for the For-
syth County Medical Society. N.C.
Surgical Association and the N.C.
Chapter American College of Sur-
geons. In addition to receiving the

Medallion of Merit award, Dr. Myers
was recognized with many honors
and awards including: the Richard
T. Myers Endowed Chair of Surgery',
Bowman Gray Student Year Book
Dedication, Honored Speaker Hood-
ing Ceremony of, Wake Forest Uni-
versity, Board of Trustees member
for N.C. Baptist Hospital. Distin-
guished Alumni award and Honored
Surgeon of the Year. State Chapter
American College of Surgeons. Ded-
icated to his work and service to
others, Dr. Myers believed that
strong family ties and pursuit of out-
side interests were the key to suc-
cessfully living a well-rounded and
fulfilled life. He enjoyed many hob-
bies including piloting his own
plane, woodworking, relaxing as a

, gentleman farmer, researching fam-
o ily genealogy and riding his motor-
I cycle to work. Dr. Myers is survived
-,by his wife, Carolyn Myers; four chil- I

"1 dren, Richard Thomas' Myers Jr.,
John Henry Myers, Frances Eliza-
beth Myers Hyatt, James Richard
Myers; and three grandchildren,
Carolyn Jean Hyatt, Elizabeth
Turner Myers and Anne Lillian My-
ers. Surviving brothers and sisters
include; twin sister, Nan Myers
Sweeney; sisters; Ruth Myers Plea-
sants, Dot Myers Pleasants, Betty

, Myers Howell; and brother, Robert
Luther Myers of New Preston, Conn.
Deceased family members include
his brother; John H. Myers Jr. and
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Myers

_Sr_,_.Euneral services Will be held at

11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 28
at Knollwood Baptist Church. The
family will receive friends from 7-9
~.M. on Mon~ay at Knollwood Bap-
tist Church dining room. In lieu of
flowers, memorials may be made to
Wake Forest University Medical
Center, N.C. Baptist Hospital and
Knollwood Baptist Church. Arrange-
ments by Cremation Services of
Wlnston-Salem.


