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HISTORY OF BROWNS BAPTIST CHURCH 

1 
EARLY TIMES. 

3 

Very little is known about the early religious history of War 
ren County. There must, however, have been preaching places in 
various parts of the county. It is certain that there was an Epis 
copal Church, known as Saint Johns, in the neighborhood of Jones' 
Springs, and there was another somewhere north of Norlina. There 
must also have been Presbyterians among the early settlers; for 
the Presbyterians built the first church that was erected in War 
renton. 

There were, doubtless, among the early settlers of this county, 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Baptists. We know that the 
Baptists were here at an early day; because in 1750 Dr. Josiah 
Hart preached at Reedy Creek Meeting House. This church must 
have existed previous to 1750; in that year the church was re-or 
ganized upon the doctrines of Free-Grace by Peter Peterson Van 
horne and Benjamin Miller. The church could not have been re 
organized if it had not previously existed. There were, doubtless, 
other Baptist preaching places in the territory now embraced in 
Warren County. 

John Tanner, who lived near Snows-Hill was shot, and ser 
iously wounded while baptizing a woman in Roanoke river. This 
occurred in 1777. Tanner's Church (now Warren Plains) was nam 
ed for him, and in the early days was known as Elder Tanner's 
Meeting House, just as Gardners was known as Elder Gardner's 
Meeting House. 

The records have been Jost, but it is certain that John Tanner 
gave the land on which the meeting house stood and built Tanner's 
Meeting House before 1800, probably before 1776. We have his 
torical data showing that Reedy Creek had an existence prior to 
1750, and that Tanners, Gardners, and Browns, well known Bap 
tist meeting houses, were arms of Reedy Creek Church long before 
1800. 

The early Baptist churches in this section were very loosely 
organized. Indeed, they could hardly be called organized churches. 
A number of people holding the doctrines common to Baptists 
would build a meeting house for the worship of God and secure a 
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preacher. Here they would meet from time to time, worship and 
administer the ordinances. They had no church clerk, kept no re 
cords, and had great contempt for close, systematic organization. 
This is the reason that we are compelled to depend upon tradition, 
rather than records, for their history. 

---0-- 

II 
BROWNS. 

Although we have no records, it is certain that long before 
1830 there was a well-known Baptist Meeting House near where 
the Axtell and Henderson road crosses Fishing Creek. It was 
known as Allen's or Brown's Meeting House. 
"Aunt Sallie" Allen, who was born in 1809, told me that she 

went to preaching there in her early childhood; and Mr. William 
Bowden, who was several years older than she, went to school at 
this old church, and informed me that in his early boyhood it was 
an old, weather-beaten building. He said "It looked to be thirty or 
forty years old, and was sometimes called Allen's and sometimes 
Brown's old meeting house." There is a letter extant written in 
1821 by a gentleman in Tennesssee to a friend in Wacren County, 
in which he speaks of Brown's Meeting House as "Old Browns." 
But we have facts indicating that Brown's Meeting House was prob 
ably in existence before the Revolutionary War. 

Elder John Rooker, who moved from Warren County, North 
Carolina to York District, South Carolina previous to May 1792, 
says that he came from Richmond, Virginia, to Bute (now Warren) 
County before the Revolutionary War, as a school teacher, and that 
he married Ann Hawkins, daughter of John Hawkins, Esquire. Mr. 
Rooker and his people owned a tract of land in the neighborhood of 
Browns Church, and John Hawkins, the father of Ann Hawkins 
whom he married, lived on the plantation now owned by Mr. Thoma>, 
Plummer. This located Mr. Rooker in the neighborhood of Brown's 
Meeting House. Therefore, when he says he "joined the Baptist 
Church in Warren County", it is evident that he referred to the 
little band of Baptists worshipping at Brown's Meeting House, 
which at that time was an arm of Reedy Creek Church, as was also 
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Gardners and Tanners. Later Tanners was organized into an in 
dependent church, and Browns became an arm of Tanners. 

A careful examination of these facts and traditions clearly in 
dicates that in Warren County there were four loosely organized 
Baptist bodies co-operating together as one church. These were 
known as Tanners, Gardners, the Mill Pond, and Browns Meeting 
Houses. Tanners was the organized church where the members 
worshipping at the abcv s named points held their membership. 
This is further proved by the fact that these points seem to have 
constituted a single pastorate, and were always served by the same 
pastor. In addition to this we nave a record of a conf= ... once meet 
ing held at Tanners at which a committee was appointed to secure 
titles to the land on which Gardners, the Mill Pon-l, anr! Browns 
Meeting House were situated. This indicates that Tanaers held 
some c. ntrol over the ahove nnmed meeting houses. Thi.; condition 
of things existed at an early <Js.~·. 

At some time before 1800 Browns must have been an indepen 
dent church; for there is good reason to believe that it was at one 
time a member of the Flat River Association. It is, however, prob 
able that on account of its small membership it gave up its inde 
pendent existence and resumed organic relations with Tanners, 
and continued a part of Tanners Church until 1830, when the church 
was again organized as an independent body under the name of 
Browns, and has so continued to the present time. 

The exact date of the beginning of Browns Church cannot be 
accurately fixed, but the facts and traditions herein set forth, in 
dicate that the church existed in some form before 1790, and it is 
strongly probable that it existed previous to the Revolutionary War. 

It is not certain, but, it is very probable that John Tanner was 
the first preacher at Browns. He was succeeded by Thomas Gard 
ner, who served from some unknown date to about 1825 or 6. Wil 
loughby Hudgins succeeded Gardner, and was the preacher when 
the church was regularly constituted as a Baptist Church in 1830. 

--0--- 

111. 
ORGANIZED. 

Up to this time there were no records of the congregation, but 
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in 1830 the church was regularly organized, and from this date we 
have authentic records. 

In 1830 the congregation worshipping at Browns Meeting 
House realized that the time had come when they could serve in 
the Kingdom of God as an independent church much better than as 
a dependency of Tanners. Accordingly on Saturday before the 
fourth Sunday in December 1830 the Baptists living in this neigh 
borhood were constituted into a regular Baptist Church, by Elders 
Thomas Crocker and Willoughby Hudgins, under the name of 
Browns Baptist Church. The names of the constituent members 
were brethren, 

Obediah Earls, 
John Daniel, 
James Smithwick, 
William Rudd, 

Sisters, 
Elisabeth Daniel, 
Frances Smithwick, 
Sally Rudd, 
Jane Perdue, 
Liza Harris, 
Rebecca Baskett, 
Joice Earls. 

Immediately after its organization, James Southerland was receiv 
ed into the church on the recommendation of a letter from Hay 
woods Meeting House, now Corinth Church. Elder Willoughby 
Hudgins, who had been preaching here since 1825 or 6 was chosen 
pastor; and James Southerland was elected Clerk; and James 
Smithwick, and John Daniel were ordained deacons. 

Thus we see the little church of twelve members regularly con 
stituted and officered setting out on the great work of the Kingdom. 
They were few in number, but they were established in the doctrines 
of the New Testament, strong in the faith, and were ready to go 
forward in the Master's work. They were united and happy, and 
did not dream that a cloud had already arisen which would pour its 
tempestuous storm upon them to harass, discourage, divide, and if 
possible, destroy them. Little did they think that before three 
years their peace and unity would be destroyed, and strife, discord, 
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.. 
and bitterness would divide the little band then so united and 
happy. 

The church united with the Tar River Association; and, except 
for a short period, has continued in that connection to the present 
time. It has always been represented, except in the sessions of 
1835, 36, 37, and 38. 

Elder Willoughby Hudgins was a strong preacher. His preach 
ing was strikingly evangelistic, and under his ministry the church 
made rapid progress. In 1834 the membership had grown to sixty 
two. 

• 

As has been indicated, the church in the early times was some 
times called Allens and sometimes Browns Meeting House. This 
probably grew out of the fact that Mr. Charles Allen was the 
principal mover in building the first meeting house. The land on 
which it was built was given by Vincent Allen, the son of Charles 
Allen, and the house was erected near the home of Archibald 
Brown who took a deep interest in the building, hence the two 
names by which the church was for a long time known. After 
1830 it began to be known exclusively as Browns Meeting House, 
and now there are very few who know that it was ever called Al 
lens Meeting House. Mr. Vincent Allen in writing the deed, con 
ve; in:.; the land to the church, called it by the double name, Browns. 
or Allens Meeting House. 

-0- 

IV. 
TROUBLE. 

e 

We now approach a period, in the history of the church, that 
we wculd gladly forget and blot out forever. But this period, al 
though dark, is a part of the history of the church; and we must 
be true to the facts of history, no matter how unpleasant th ay 
may be. 

When the church was organized in 1830 it united with the 
Tar River Association which was considered a missionary body. 
This Association was born out of the strife that was then raging 
between Anti-Missionary and Missionary Baptists. Very nnturally, 
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when the anti-misionary members of the Tarboro Church withdrew 
and set up for themselves another church, and when the Tarboro 
Church was excluded from the Kehukee Association, and applied to 
the Tar River Association for admittance, it was cordially welcom 
ed, and became a member of that body. There were, however, 
some members of the churches of the Tar River Association who 
disapproved of the act of the Association in receiving the Tarboro 
Church. Among these was James Southerland, who was a promi 
nent member, and clerk of Browns Church. He had been modera 
tor of the Tar River Association, and was possessed of qualities for 
leadership. He vigo;ously opposed, on the floor of the Association, 
the reception of the Tarboro Church; and when the Association 
overruled his opposition, he led the church at Browns to withdraw 
from the Association. In doing this, the members of the church 
acted contrary to their judgment, but hoping to promote peace and 
good-fellowship, they complied with the wishes of the clerk, and 
withdrew from the Association. 

If the motive of the church, in withdrawing from the Tar 
River Association, was to promote peace, it soon found that it had 
made a sad mistake; for the demon of discord had entered, and 
could not be cast out by compromise. 

In a little while after the church had withdrawn from the As 
sociation, it began to be worried by questions and resolutions con 
cerning the Old School and New School Baptists, and with refer 
ence to missionary operations. These were dark days. The church 
meetings, instead of being seasons of spiritual refreshing, became 
occasions of debate, discord, and contention. The prosperity of the 
church was ended, and the hopes of that noble band that constitute.l 
the church in 1830 seemed to be dead. 

This condition of things continued until the latter part of the 
spring of 1838. The clerk, doubtless, thought that the time was 
ripe for firmly establishing Browns in the principles of the Anti 
Missionary Baptist. He, therefore, offered the following resolution: 

"That we will not ask into our pulpit, to preach, any person in 
favor of the institutions of the day, and that our pastor shall precch 
at his own appointments here, and that it is not expedient for him 

.. 
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to ask any person into the pulpit without the consent of the 
church." 

• 

Alhough this resolution was adopted, it created great dissatis 
faction among many of the members. These complained to the 
pastor, and he presented their complaint to the church at the next 
conference. At this conference, very earnest efforts were made to 
restore harmony, but nothing was accomplished. 

About this time the Anti-mission element in the church began 
to hold private meetings, without the presence or knowledge of the 
pastor. Thus matters continued to grow worse, until Saturday 
before the fourth Sunday in December 1838. In this conference, 
persistent efforts to promote peace were again made, but they 
were ineffectual. At last it was suggested that the Anti-missionary 
brethren present such a motion to the conference as would satisfy 
them. Whereupon Mr. Simeon Southerland submitted the follow 
ing resolution: 

"That we have no fellowship with missionaries, nor for them 
that do fellowship them; that we will not commune with mission, 
aries, nor with them that do commune with them." 

The church promptly rejected this resolution, whereupon twelve 
members left the church, and declared non-fellowship with it. 

They were: 

•' 

.. p 

James Southerland, 
Simeon Southerland, 
Colier Foster, 
Richard Power, 
John Aschew, 
James Goodson, 
William Rudd, 
Rebecca Southerland, 
Martha Jordan, 
Sally Rudd, 
Mary Power, 
Evelina Peobles. 

The Clerk of the church was one of the seceding members. He 
took with him all the books and papers belonging to the church, 
and refused to return them to the church. Among these papers 
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were the deed to the land on which the church stood, the church 
covenant, and articles of faith. These valuable documents were 
never returned to the church, A few years ago one of the descen 
dants of the church clerk made a diligent search for these docu 
ments, for the purpose of restoring them to the church, but he could 
not find them. ~t is almost certain that they were burned, a good 
many years ii ;50, in the fire that consumed the residence of the 
clerk. Man/ valuable, historical facts were doubtless lost, when 
these docu.nents were burned, for the want of which, the church his 
torian >''~11 forever be unable to give accurate information with ref 
ereDcr to the early history of the church. 

After the withdrawal of the disaffected members, the church 
.:r .rtinued in conference; and, although the record is silent on this 
,-oint, it is certain that those who had so long destroyed the peace 
and prosperity of the church were promptly excluded. 

Immediately after the withdrawal of the clerk, John Daniel 
was appointed to succeed him; and Elder Willoughby Hudgins, who 
had wisely guided the church through the troubles of the past years, 
continued to serve as pastor. 

Peace and harmony being restored the prosperity of the church 
was renewed, and at almost every meeting there were applicants for 
membership. These were required to relate their chrisfian exper 
ience without help. No questions were asked candidates for mem 
bership, until they had made their statements. After this the pas 
tor,and such members as desired to do so, might ask them questions. 
It was a serious thing to join the church in those days, and those 
who were approved for baptism were properly required to give the 
reason for the hope that was in them. 

The discipline of the church was faithfully administered. 'T'J·0 
records show that those who walked disorderly were required to ap 
pear before the church and to answer to the charges preferred 
against them. If they were guilty, they were promptly excluded, 
unless they confessed their wrong doing, and gave evidence of re 
pentance. In those days it was hard to get into the churcn, hut 
essy to get out. In cur time it is e.isy to get in, and the gate of 
death is about the only means of exit. The old-time way was more 
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scriptural, and put a premium on church membership which our 
present method has removed. 

The church records show that beginning with 1839 the church 
changed the time of its meetings, from the fourth Sunday and Sat 
urday before, to the second Sunday and S:-:turd::iy before in every 
month; and this has been the time of the monthly meetings at 
Prcwns for the past seventy-six years. 

At the August meeting in 1839, the church unanimously re 
solved to send delegates to the Tar River Association. This action 
was taken on the motion of Brother James Smithwick, grandfather 
of our efficient deacon, James Walter Smithwick. James Smith 
wick and Richard Duke were appointed delegates to represent the 
church in the next session of the Tar River Association; and since 
that time the Church has been represented in every session of the 
Association. 

In those days a letter of correspondence was carefully prepared 
by some brother appointed by the church for the delegates to carry 
to the Association. These letters were meagre, as to their finan; 
cial statistics, but they were usually very full of information set 
ting forth the condition of the church from various standpoints. 
In those days, great stress was laid upon the spiritual condition c I 
the church; we put the emphasis, in these latter days, upon the fi 
nancial showing of the church. After all, it may be that the spirit 
ual condition and financial showing of a church arc more closely 
connected than many people think. 

It is interesting to note that many of the members who were 
then active in the church are still represented in its membership. 
During the pastorate of Elder Hudgins, the Allens, Tunstalls, Fer 
dues, Smithwicks, Clarkes, Watsons, and others united with the 
church; and their descendants are still valued members of it. 

I 
I 
I , 
I 

In September 1840 John Watson joined the church by letter 
from Wake Forest, where he had been attending college. In July 
1843 his father, William Watson, Sr., was received into the church 
by baptism. These were the first Watsons whose names appear in 
the church records. Both of them weie faithful members of the 
church. A few years later William Watson gave the land on which 
the present meeting house was built, and John Watson was a sou-ce 
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of spiritual and financial strength to the church as long as he lived. 
At the April meeting 1843, John R. Johnson was received by 

letter from the third Baptist Church (now Grace Street) in Rich 
mond, Virginia. Brother Johnson was a faithful member. A few 
years later, he became a constituent member of the Warrenton 
Church, and rendered valuable service until his death, which oc 
curred in 1889. 

On account of inclement weather, the church did not meet at 
the regular time in December 1840; but Solomon O'Bryan desired 
to join the church by baptism; therefore, the church met in confer 
ence December the 23rd. 1840, and his experience being satisfactory 
to the church, he was baptized immediately, and received into the 
fellowship of the church. It seems that in those days baptism and 
church membership were considered too important to be deferred. 

On Thursday the 12th day of October 1844, Brother SolomonG. 
O'Bryan was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry, by 
the church. Elders W. H. Jordan and Willoughby Hudgins acting 
as presbytery. This is the first instance in which this church sent 
forth, from among its members, i- preacher of the gospel. 

Mr. O'Bryan was a native o! Warren County, belonged to a 
prominent family, was a good all round man, and an excellent 
preacher. A few years after his ordination he moved South, prob 
ably to Texas, where he doubtless long ago finished his course with 
joy. 

In May 1844 Brother Solomon Perdue was baptized, and in 
June of the same year, his wife, Sister Sarah Perdue, was baptice-I. 
On the latter date Brother Elza Hicks and his wife, Elizabeth 
united with the church by letter from Haywoods. These were 
faithful members, and for many years rendered valuable service 
in the community. 

In June 1842 a committee of four men, two of whom were mem 
bers of the church and two not members, were appointed to keep 
order during preaching, and to keep the house and seats clean. 

In 1843 at the May meeting the church changed its method of 
receiving members so that in the future applicants would not be 
required to relate their christian experience unaided, but would be 
received into the church upon answering such questions as were 
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suitable. This was a radical change, the value of which is an open 
question. 

In June 1843 Brethren J. R. Johnson and John Watson were 
appointed to purchase a suit of clothing to be used by the pastor 
when baptizing; and later Brother William Watson,Sr., was appoint 
ed to take care of this suit, and have it ready wheen needed. This 
shows the attention that the church paid to little things that were 
nevertheless important. 

The Tar River Association met with Browns Church Saturday 
before the first Sunday in October 1844. At this session of the 
Association there were sixteen churches represented by thirty-eight 
delegates. A large congregation was present, especially on Sun 
day. 

At the November meeting 1844 James Rodwell was appointed a 
delegate to meet with other delegates from the churches composing 
the Tar River Association to employ and settle an itinerant preacher 
in the bounds of the Association. This meeting was held at Sandy 
Creek Church in Franklin County Saturday before the third Sunday 
in December 1844. Elder Thomas Wilcox was secured as mission 
ary. The Associational Minutes show that Brother Wilcox had been 
working under the direction of the Association since 1842, but with 
out a specified salary. At the August meeting 1845 James W. Rod 
well was appointed to collect the amount subscribed by the church 
to support the itinerant. 

At the August meeting 1845 John Daniel resigned as church 
clerk. He succeeded James Southerland, as clerk of the church, in 
November 1838; and served faithfully and efficiently until, on ac 
count of the infirmities of age, he felt himself incapable of dis 
charging the duties of the office. His resignation was accepted. 
Mr. Daniel died sometime between January the first 1847 anrl 
the following April. 

Mr. Daniel was a man of strong character, distinguished for 
his piety, zeal, and stability. He was known as the man who <Al •• 

ways had prayers in his family; and he is said to have conducted, 
in a house built for that purpose, the first Sunday School ever 01· • 

ganized in Warren County. He has many descendants in this and 
other parts of the State, who seem to have inherited the noble 
qualities of their honored ancestor. Among these are Mrs. Zach . 

• 
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Turner, Mrs. Joyce Coleman and her children, Mrs. J. H. Nicholson 
and her children, J. W. Shearin, the Smiths and Kendricks of Meck 
lenburg, N. C., and many others in various parts of the State. 
Among the descendants of John Daniel are men prominent in busi 
ness, women distinguished for their true womanliness, valuable 
church members, good deacons, and able ministers of the gospel. 
Among the preachers are Rev. James I. Kendrick, of Wake Forest, 
N. C.; and Rev. Richard G. Kendrick, the beloved and successful 
pastor of Park View Church, Portsmouth, Va. Such men as John 
Daniel never die. 

John Watson was elected to succeed John Daniel as clerk, and 
~ciently served the church in this capacity until the spring of 
1885. He was a man of affairs, accumulated a large estate, was a 
consistent member of the church, regularly attended the meetings, 
and was a large contributor to all the enterprises of the church 
He was one of the first to contribute one thousand dollars to the 
Baptist Orphanage at Thomasville, which made possible the estab 
lishment of that great Institution. When he was old and infirm, 
and his mind was so impaired that he could not remember his own 
flame, he did not forget the meeting days of his church, and in 
sisted on attending. He died in 1889, having been a member of 
Browns Church fifty years. His devoted wife, Mrs. Mary G. Wat 
son, was in every good word and work his willing and efficient help 
meet. Indeed, it was likely her Christly spirit that influenced him 
in some of his noblest deeds. 

At the April meeting 1847, on account of the .recent death of 
Deacon John Daniel, the church resolved to elect some brother to 
succeed him in the office of deacon. It was, therefore, resolved to 
make it a matter of fasting and prayer until the May meeting, and 
then each man to vote for the brother who seemed to be presented 
to his mind. Accordingly, at the May meeting Brother Solomon 
Perdue was chosen deacon, and was ordained at the November 
meeting 184 7. 

At the February meeting 1849, the church adopted a system of 
rules of decorum to guide it in its business meetings. Previous to 
this time, the church had been without such a guide. 

At the August meeting 1849, Turner Allen was elected and or- 
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dained a deacon, and served in that office until his death, which oc 
curred in 1889. He was a faithful member of the church, a good 
deacon, and carefully attended to the affairs of the Kingdom. 

In September 1851, Elder Willoughby Hudgins, who had preach 
ed at Browns Meeting House ever since 1825 or '6, and had been 
the pastor of the church from its organization in 1830, resigned for 
the purpose of moving to Georgia. The church was, therefore, un 
der the necessity of securing another pastor. At a meeting held for 
that purpose in October 1851, Elder N. A. Purefoy was unanimous 
ly called to the pastorate. He accepted the call, and entered upon 
his labors, as pastor of Browns Church, Saturday before the second 
Sunday in January 1852. 

---0-- 

v. 
PUREFOY'S PASTORATE. 

Mr. Purefoy began his labors at Browns under the most favor 
able circumstances. He was in the prime of early manhood, was a 
preacher of recognized ability, had just completed a successful pas 
torate in Fayetteville, and was connected by marriage with many 
people of influence in Browns neighborhood. The church was unit 
ed and strong. The preaching and labors of Mr. Hudgins, which 
were strongly evangelistic, had largely increased the membership, 
and Mr. Purefoy found them ready to be indoctrinated in the foun 
dation principles of the gospel. He was especially qualified for this 
work, and heartily gave himself, during his pastorate, to the two 
fold work of winning disciples and training them in the mysteries 
of the doctrine of Christ. He worked so quietly, and the church 
moved along so smoothly that nothing of a striking nature is re 
corded until November 1853. 

At this meeting the church unanimously resolved to build a 
new house of worship on the middle road near Mulholrri's Spring: 
which is the site on which the church now stands. John Watson, 
Turner Allen, Sr., and Solomon Perdue were appointed a commit 
tee to draft a plan and ascertain the probable cost of the building, 
and report at the next meeting. This action was taken; because the 
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old meeting house was badly located, and was so delapidated that a 
new building was a necessity. 

At a subsequent meeting the committee submitted a plan of the 
meeting house, drawn by Jacob Holt, of Warrenton, which when 
completed would cost a thousand and fifty dollars. The necessary 
funds were provided, and a building committee consisting of Bre 
thren John Watson, W. B. Rodwell, Turner Allen, and Messrs. H. J. 
Jones, and Solon Southerland was appointed to contract for the 
building of the meeting house, and superintend its erection. The 
new meeting house was completed, and ready for occupancy, by 
Saturday before the second Sunday in December 1855, at which 
time the church moved into it. The old location was hallowed by 
many precious memories, and doubtless many hearts were sad and 
many eyes were wet with tears, when for the last time the congre 
gation worshipped at the dear old place. But many changes had 
occurred in the location of the members, and the future prosperity 
of the church made the change necessary, and so the congregation 
eagerly took possession of the new house, and proceeded to go for 
ward with the work of the Kingdom. 

On Saturday before the second Sunday in September 1856, we 
have the first record of a collection taken in the church for the ob 
jects of the State Convention. The church divided this contribution 
as follows: 

Home Missions......... $7.25 
Foreign Missions. . . . . . . 6.50 
Ministerial Education. . . 17 .00 

Total •.....•....... $30.75 

The church has made many contributions since then; but this, 
though small, showed that the church had taken its stand in favor of 
progressive christianity, and meant that with Browns Church the 
word missionary was something more than a name. 

In April 1858 the church resolved to have the house of wor 
ship painted. 

In September 1858 George Tunstall was received into the 
church by baptism. He was the father of our late beloved deacon, 
James A. Tunstall, and the grandfather of our young brother, Rev. 
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George Taylor Tunstall. The coming of George Tunstall, Sr., into 
the church was the beginning of many years of faithful service ren 
dered by his son and grandson and other members of his family 
in the work of the Kingdom. 

The year of 1859 was marked by a large number of additions to 
the church. Many of these were members of the Best and Clark 
families. They were faithful in their day and generation. Some 
of these were Sisters Susan Best, Lucy Best, Bettie Best, Elizabeth 
Clark and Brethren William Clark, Benjamin Best, and William 
Perdue. All of these have passed away except Bettie Best now 
Mrs. Thomas Reavis. 

In those days it was customary for churches which had difficul 
ties that they could not settle, to ask neighboring churches to aid 
them. Accordingly at the June meeting 1860, the church received 
a communication from the church at Gardners requesting aid in 
settling a difficulty at the next. conference at Gardner's. The re 
quest was granted, and Turner Allen, Solomon Perdue, and John 
Watson were appointed to attend to this matter. 

From 1861 to 1865 the church was passing through the war 
period. It kept up its regular meetings, and its business was trans 
acted as usual. There were frequent additions to the church. 
Many of these were negroes. 

At the March meeting 1863 Brother Solomon Perdue stated to 
the church that, on account of bodily affiictions, he would have to 
resign his office as deacon of the church; but that he would continue 
to act, until a successor could be ordained. The church accepted 
his resignation, and immediately, unanimously elected his son, Jos 
eph Perdue, who was in the army, to be ordained a deacon. This 
gallant soldier laid down his life on his country's altar, and never 
returned to his home and was never ordained. 

Browns Church and surrounding country, like every other sec 
tion of our South Land, suffered severely in consequence of the 
war. Almost every man, who was able for military service, was in 
the army. Many of them were severely wounded, and others died 
on the field' of battle, or in hospitals. A number of the men of 
Browns Church were gallant soldiers, and some of them sleep in 
soldiers graves. But the church survived the trials of war, and 
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came out of those dark days to work more vigorously for the pro 
motion of the cause of Christ in the community and in the world. 

The last record of the church during war times, was November 
1864. At this meeting James R. Smithwick, the father of James 
Walter Smithwick, was received for baptism. 

In the upheaval incident upon the close of the war, the business 
of the church seems to have been temporarily suspended. At 
least, there are no records of meetings or of work done from Novem 
ber 1864 until Saturday before the second Sunday in September 
1865. At this meeting eight were received for baptism; five 
white and three colored. Among the whites were John W. Allen, 
and his sister Damaris Allen, now Mrs. Sam Bobbitt. Although 
there are no records for this period, Pastor Purefoy was faithfully 
preaching the word; and his preaching bore fruit in eight baptisms. 

At the January meeting 1866, Rev. Dr. J. B. Solomon, William 
P. Solomon, and Mary M. Solomon were received by letter from the 
High Street Church of Richmond, Virginia. 

In consequence of the Nat Turner Insurrection, negroes had 
not been allowed to preach. A State law prohibited them from 
holding meetings unless under the control of respectable white peo 
ple of the community. This was necessary to prevent designing 
leaders from leading them into trouble. After the close of the War 
Between the States this law became a dead letter, and they held 
meetings and preached where and when they pleased. The white 
people approved of this change. Therefore, at the meeting of the 
church on the second Sunday in June 1867, Henry West and Daniel 
Boyd, respectable colored members, were licensed to preach the 
gospel. I have no information as to Daniel Boyd, but Henry West 
was a devout christian and a faithful minister of the gospel. Both 
white and colored had confidence in him. He did much good among 
his own race. Some years ago he finished his course, and went to 
his reward, and Browns Church heartily joined his church at Green 
wood in erecting a monument to his memory. 

The first intimation of a movement among the colored people, 
in this section, to organize an independent church appears in the re 
cord for the second Sunday in October 1867, when thirty-three color 
ed members were granted letters of dismission for the purpose of 
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organizing a church in the neighborhood of Mr. W. K. Kerney's. 
The church was organized and is still in existence, and is known as 
Coley's Spring. Rev. Henry West was, doubtless, the leader in this 
movement. Rev. Isaac Alston has for many years been the effi 
cient pastor. 

It is interesting to note that, at the September meeting 1870, 
Susan E. Clark, Mary E. Perdue, James A. Tunstall, and Lewis Al 
len were baptized and received into the fellowship of the church. 
All these proved to be loyal members of the church, and the two 
brethren were later ordained by the church as deacons. Deacon 
Lewis Allen is the only one of them who is still a member of this 
church. The two sisters hold their membership elsewhere; and 
Deacon James A. Tunstall, after a life of faithful service, has gone 
to his reward. 

At the August meeting in 1872, Brother Elza Hicks, whose 
worth had been proved by many years of faithful service, was 
chosen a deacon, and was ordained on the fifth Sunday in the 
same month. The presbytery consisted of Revs. N. A. Purefoy and 
C. T. Bailey. 

At the June conference 1879 a committee, consisting of John 
W. Allen, James A. Tunstall, and John Watson, was appointed to 
revise the roll of members, by dropping those from whom they 
could not get a satisfactory hearing. It was so arranged that if 
any members dropped by the committee should report themselves to 
the church, and give a satisfactory reason for their non-attendance, 
they should be restored to their place in the church without further 
action. The church was forced to take this action; because it was 
unable to locate some of its members. What to do with the non 
affiliating members is one of the most difficult problems that our 
churches have to solve. 

Mr. Purefoy did not strongly favor holding protracted meet 
ings, but he occasionally commenced a meeting on Thursday or 
Friday and continued through the following Sunday. Browns 
Church seemed ripe for a meeting; therefore, commencing on the 
second Sunday in October 1879 he conducted a most interesting 
series of meetings, which resulted in a gracious revival. As a re 
sult of this special effort twelve persons were baptized and received 
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into the church. These were Sisters Sue Allen, Mary Tunstall, Sue 
Best, Bettie Clark, Ada Mabry, Mary E. Powell, Lillian Watson, 
and Brethren B. F. Best, E.T. Rodwell, Dan T. Smithwick, Joseph 
L. Rodwell, and T. 0. Mabry. None of these are now members of 
this church. Three of them, Sue Best, Joseph Rodwell and T. 0. 
Mabry have heard the call of the Master and gone to their re 
ward, the others hold their membership elsewhere. In this meeting 
Pastor Purefoy was ably assisted by Revs. James A. Mundy and 
James A. Pitchford. 

At the close of the meeting Mr. Purefoy informed the church 
that he could no longer serve as pastor. He urged them to secure 
another without delay, as he did not wish to leave them without a 
pastor. His resignation was accepted. At a call meeting held a 
few days later, John W. Allen and John Watson were appointed a 
committee to secure a pastor. At the regular meeting on Saturday 
before the second Sunday in November, this committee reported 
that they had secured the services of Rev. D. A. Glenn, at a salary 
of one hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

This is the first time in the history of the church that a specifi 
ed amount is mentioned as the salary of the pastor. The church 
doubtless compensated its pastors; but, at this late day, we have no 
means of learning the amount, or how the matter was managed. 
There is good reason for believing that the church carefully pro .. 
vided for the support of Elder Hudgins. He was a great favorite 
with the congregation, and the people took pleasure in contributing · 
to his support, but the amount received by him was considered a 
gift, rather than a salary paid for services rendered. This plan 
seems to have been satisfactory to both people and pastor. It 
doubtless prevailed during the pastorate of Elder Purefoy. 

This congregation was devoted to Mr. Hudgins, and at one time 
purchased a home for him at Coley's Cross Roads, now Vicksboro, 
where he lived for some time. 

We have now come to the close of Mr. Purefoy's pastorate. He 
served Browns Church as pastor twenty-eight years. During his 
pastorate the church enjoyed peace and prosperity. He was a quiet 
but effective worker. There were not many gathered into the 
church at any one time, but the baptismal waters were frequently 
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troubled; and those who joined the church under his ministry were 
usually worth counting. The church under his pastorate laid a 
good foundation for future service. 

Mr. Purefoy was a Master of Arts of Columbian University 
of Washington City. His learning was profound, extensive, and ac 
curate. He was probably the most profound scholar in the county, 
but he made no parade of his learning. He was a devoted chrls, 
tian, and an able minister of the word, and he was noted for his 
quiet, unaffected piety. He enjoyed the confidence of all who knew 
him, and many tenderly loved him. The fragrance of his life still 
lingers, and the pastors who succeeded him have reaped large re 
sults from his labors. 

.. VI . 
D. A. GLENN'S PASTORATE. 

Rev. D. A. Glenn, having accepted a call to the pastorate, as 
sumed charge of the church on Saturday before the second Sunday 
in January 1880. He began, at once, to vigorously prosecute the 
work, and, from the first, his efforts were wonderfully blessed. 
Congregations rapidly increased, and indications of interest and 
efficiency were manifest in every department of the work of the 
church. 

At the May meeting 1883 Joseph L. Rodwell and John W. 
Allen were elected deacons, and were ordained at a subsequent 
meeting. 

At the June meeting 1883, the church unanimously resolved to 
contribute quarterly to State, Home, and Foreign missions, and to 
Ministerial education. This is an indication of the progress that 
was being made along the line of systematic benevolence, under 
Mr. Glenn's leadership. 

Pastor Glenn, having accepted a call to become pastor of a 
chur-h in 'Petersburg, Virg·inia, resigned pastoral care of the churcl: 
at the November meeting in 1884. His resignation was reluctantly 
accepted; for the church sincerely loved him, and regretted to lose 
this faithful and beloved friend and pastor. 

He served Browns Church five years, as pastor. This is the 
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shortest pastorate in the history of the church, but it was emi 
nently successful. Many were baptized during this short pastorate; 
and, perhaps, a larger number of white people were received into 
the church, than during any other five consecutive years in the his 
tory of the church. I would like to give the number that Mr. 
Glenn baptized, and also their names; but not more than half the 
meetings were recorded, and it is, therefore, impossible for me to 
do so. 

Mr. Glenn, by his earnest christian life, faithfulness to duty, 
and warm-hearted friendliness, won the love and confidence of the 
entire community. 

Previous to Mr. Glenn's pastorate the church seldom held a pro 
tracted meeting. The doors of the church were opened at every 
conference, and people were expected to join, and they often did so. 
Since the close of Mr. Purefoy's pastorate, a decided effort is 
made, once a year, to win souls to Christ and increase the member 
ship of the church. We have not expected people to join the 
churc at other times, and our expectations have been fully realized. 
Both church and pastor are responsible for this unfortunate change, 
and both should make an earnest effort to correct it. 

The influence of Mr. Glenn's life, character, and work is still 
felt in this church and community, and he richly deserves the ad 
miration and love of our people. 

-0- 

VII. 
T. J. TAYLOR'S PASTORATE. 

Mr. Glenn closed his labors with the church in November 1884. 
A pulpit committee was appointed, but the church remained several 
months without a pastor. Several ministers were invited to visit 
the church, but none of them were called. 

In February 1885 the church united with the church in War 
renton, in forming a pastoral field. A call was extended to T. J. 
Taylor, of Kelton, South Carolina. He was not asked to visit the 
field, but was called on the recommendation of Prof. John E. Ray, 
of Raleigh, and Rev. Allen J. Hires, of Kinston; both of whom acted 
without his knowledge. The call was accepted about the middle 
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of March, and the new pastor entered upon his duties, as pastor of 
Browns Church, Saturday before the second Sunday in April 1885. 

During the four or five previous years the church had been 
greatly revived; and at least fifty-one persons had joined, mostly 
by baptism. Mr. Glenn had done a great work in this respect, and 
the church had been greatly strengthened. Conditions, however, 
were not favorable for development in systematic benevolence. Be 
fore 1885 the Tar River Association had done but little along the 
line of organized work, except in Associational missions; and the 
larger interest in this work was of recent origin. The church only 
kept pace with the Association. In later years this church has shown 
greater interest in the general work of the denomination. 

During the present pastorate more than two hundred have 
been received into the church, most of them by experience and bap 
tism. If the church could have kept all of these, it would have 
been one of the strongest churches in the Association; but this was 
impossible. Some have moved away, and we do not know where 
they are; a few have been excluded, many have been dismissed by 
letter, and hold their membership elsewhere; and a goodly number 
have heard the voice of the Master calling, and are serving Him in 
a higher station. 

During the present pastorate, as well as that of Mr. Glenn, the 
discipline of the church has been sadly neglected; and, as a conse 
quence, the church has suffered. There are signs of improvement, 
along this line. Perhaps the number of exclusions will not be 
greater than in the past; but those disciplinary measures that look 
to the promotion of intellectual, moral, and spiritual development; 
and to increased activity in christian effort, are receiving greater 
attention. 

During the first thnty years of the history of the church much 
attention was paid to matters of discipline. Members were fre 
quently required to appear before the church, and answer charges. 
Rumors, effecting the moral and christian character of members, 
were kindly, but faithfully investigated. Exclusions were frequent: 
and charges for which members were tried embraced all kinds of 
offences: such as intemperance, profanity, lying, impure living, 
stealing, and other vicious practices. In 1844 a woman was exclud- 
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ed for stealing and secreting a child and claiming it as her own. 
In explanation of this condition of things, it must be remembered 
that a very large number of members were colored members. 

During the pastorates of Elder Hudgins and Purefoy but littl» 
attention was paid to Sunday School work. In the latter part of 
Mr. Purefoy's pastorate an effort was made to establish a Sunday 
School at the church, under the leadership of Brothers J. W. and 
Nat Allen and Miss Damaris Allen. Owing, however, to the scat 
tered condition of the congregation, this effort was not very suc 
cessful. 

Seeing that it was well nigh impossible, at that time, to suc 
cessfully conduct a Sunday School at the church, a little house 
was built on the land of Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, near the residence 
of Brother James A. Tunstall, and the church conducted a success 
ful Sunday School at that place for a number of years. This work 
was so encouraging that the church purchased the land from Mrs. 
Clark, and greatly improved the building. The Sunday School was 
continued at this place a good many years. With the approval of 
the church an excellent day school was taught in the Sunday School 
house for several years. The best, available, teachers were em 
ployed, and an interest was aroused in education that has been a 
great benefit to the community. Under the leadership of Brother 
James A. Tunstall, and others, this work greatly prospered; and a 
large number of those who joined the church in the early years of 
the present pastorate, were brought to Christ through the instru 
mentality of this Sunday School. 

A little later the church established a second Sunday School 
at Vicksboro, to which Brother Tunstall gave years of earnest, 
self-sacrificing labor. On account of failing health he gave up the 
work, and was succeeded by Brother Samuel L. Bobbitt, who is an 
enthusiastic Sunday School man. 

The pastor also conducted a mission at Vicksboro, for several 
years. He preached one Sunday afternoon in each month, and held 
an annual protracted meeting. This work resulted in several ad 
ditions to the church. 

About fifteen years ago, seeing that conditions were more 
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favorable than formerly, another effort was made to establish a 
Sunday School at the church. Brother Samuel Bobbitt and Brother 
Samuel E, Allen were the leaders in this movement. They had the 
hearty co-operation of several brethren and sisters. Perhaps, they 
received their greatest help and encouragement from Miss Edna 
Allen, Miss Lon. Brown, Mrs. Walter Al~en. Mrs. Tom Watson, and 
last but not least, Brother James L. Rideout, a devout Methodist, 
who is still a member of the school. For a good while the outlook 
was discouraging, but a few brethren and sisters persisted in ·t1ae· 
work, anc the school has continued, without interruption, until the 
present time. It bas· been, and still ls, an unfailing source of 
strength to the church. Brother Samuel Bobbitt is still the effi 
cient superintendent. He is ably assisted by brethren and sisters 
without whom success would not be possible. It would be a pleas 
ure to record the names of the brethren and sisters who are active 
ly engaged in this work, but as I have not the Sunday School Roll 
Book this is well nigh impossible. But they are known; ~or they 
are present every Sunday, unless providentially hindered. 

Before organizing churches of their own, there were a large 
number of negroes, who held their membreship at Browns. Some 
time after the close of the War Between the States, as previously 
mentioned, many of the colored members procured letters of dis 
mission, and organized ehurehes, and called pastors of their own 
race. Coley's Spring, under the pastoral care of Henry West, was 
the first of these churches to be organized. Greenwood, and Jones' 
Chapel followed in rapid succession. A good many refused to join 
the colored churches, and continued to hold their membership at 
Browns, and were punctual in their attendance. 

In the early part of the present pastorate several colored peo 
ple were still members of Browns Church, and faithfully attended 
all the meetings. Most of them have passed away, but there are 
still a few who claim to hold their membership here, but they do 
not atfend. 

A number of those who refused to join the colored churches 
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the white people, in a large 
degree. Among those remaining were Lethia Hawkins, and Martin 
Allen, for whom the church tenderly cared in their old age. The 
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church regularly, assisted in the support of Martin Allen; and 
when Deacon D. H. Reavis reported that the house of Lethia Haw 
kins needed repairing, a committee was appointed to attend to the 
matter. 'l'he committee promptly built her a new house, at the 
expense of the church. This action was heartily approved by the 
church. 

Among the last of these colored members was Aunt Nancy 
Green. Her father was a free man of color, and owned slaves: 
When Aunt Nancy died her funeral was largely attended by white 
'people, thus showing the high esteem in which she was held by her 
white neighbors. She was a devout woman, and was highly es 
teemed for her many excellencies of character. 

Since 1885 the church has lost heavily by death. Many of 
these were among the most valuable members. I may not be able 
to give a complete list of our brethren and sisters whom God has 
promoted to a higher station, nor can I give them in the order in 
which they passed away, but to the best of my recollection, the fol 
lowing list is approximately correct. Brethren Turner Allen, John 
Watson, James A. Tunstall, Joseph L. Rodwell, John A. Gohagan, 
Henry Harris, John H. Burroughs, James Nuckles, Lewis N. W11t 
son, Burton Ham, Roy Smithwick, Walter A. Watson, Stephen P. 
Phipps, George W. Reames; and sisters Mattie Reames, Frances A. 
Smithwick, Margaret Tunstall, Susan S. Best, Ida Thompson, Eliza 
beth Clark, Sue Gill, Mary Best Gill, Adaline Edwards, Mary A. 
Phipps, Lena Burroughs, M. A. Mustian, Catharine Stevenson, Lucy 
Tunstall and Lucy Stallings. Since the above was written there 
have passed away Rob. Tunstall, Sallie Hayes, Nick Mustian, 
and sister George W. Reames. 

In addition to the above, we have been called to mourn the 
death of some, who although not members of this church, were 
faithful in their attendance, and devoted to its interests. No pas 
tor ever had better friends than the present pastor had in Aunt 
Sallie Allen, Brother T. B. Watson and his wife, Mrs. Lewis Wat 
son, Mrs. Minnie Allen, Mrs. Lucy Burroughs and Mrs. William 
Watson. It is a sad, sweet joy to remember these dear friends. 
'1They rest from their labors, and their works do follow them." 

The church has been blessed with several revivals of religion 
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during the past thirty years. In some of these meetings the pastor 
had able ministerial help; in others he was without ministerial help, 
but was efficiently aided by the members of the church. These were, 
perhaps, the very best meetings held by the church during this 
peniod. One of the best of these was conducted by the pastor dur 
ing a season of physical disability. But the venerable Dr. Gohagan, 
James A. Tunstall, T. B. Watson, John H. Burroughs, and many 
others were so efficient that the pastor did not feel the need of min 
isterial help. A great revival resulted, and many were added to 
the church. 

From the eonstitution of the church to the beginning of the 
minister .sent out by the church. During the present pastorate 
present pastorate, Rev. Solomon G. O'Bryan was the only white 
the church has licensed four brethren to preach the gospel: viz, 
Walter Ham, John Stevenson, George Tunstall, and Fred. Bobbitt. 
Brother Ham is dead, Brother Stevenson is in this neighborhood, 
ready for service; Brother Bobbitt and Brother Tunstall are pur 
suing a course at our Seminary in Louisville. They are efficient 
preachers, and are in demand for pastoral and evangelistic work. 
We thank God for these brethren. 

In 1885 John W. Allen, Turner Allen, Sr., and Joseph L. Rod 
well were deacons of the church. A few years later Brethren Tur 
ner Allen and Joseph L. Rodwell died, and Brother John W. Allen 
voluntarily resigned the deaconship. This made it necessary to 
elect new deacons. Brethren J. W. Smithwick, Lewis Allen, J, A. 
Tunstall, D. H. Reavis, and J. F. Reames were elected and ordain 
ed to the deaconship. The church has had no reason to regret its 
choice; for these brethren loved the church, and have been faithful 
to the trust reposed in them. Brother Reames has moved to ano 
ther community where he is, doubtless, doing good work for the 
Master. Brother Tunstall served the church faithfully, in various 
ways, and has doubtless heard the Master say: "Well done, good and 
faithful servant." 

The removal of Brother Reames, and the death of Brother 
Tunstall made it necessary for the church to increase its force of 
deacons. Therefore, Sam E. Allen, Hugh M. Reames, and Frank 
Mabry were chosen, and ordained. At present the deacons of the 
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church are: Lewis Allen, Sam E. Allen, Hugh M. Reames, David H. 
Reavis and James Walter Smithwick. 

In 1886 a number of members living in the neighborhood of 
Jones's Sprins• united in organizing Sulphur Springs Church. 
This church has made good progress, and occupies an important 
field. 

Some time previous to this a few members from Browns united 
with others in establishing a church at Middleburg. Thus the old 
church has a motherly interest in these two churches, and greatly 
rejoices in their prosperity. 

The Tar River Association has held four sessions with this 
church; viz, the sessions of 1834, 1844, 1862, and 1886. At the 
session of 1834, which met at Browns church, the Tarboro Church 
was received into fellowship. It was this that gave occasion to the 
controversy that, a few years later, divided the church. The ses 
sion of 1886 marked an epoch in the history of the church, and 
from that time there bas been progress in the work of the Kingdom. 

From the time that Baptists began to preach in this neighbor 
hood, there have been six pastors, who regularly ministered in spir 
itual things to the people. These are John Tanner, Thomas Gard 
ner, Willoughby Hudgins, N. Addison Purefoy, D. A. Glenn, and T. J. 
Taylor. Of these John Tanner, Thomas Gardner, and Willoughby 
Hudgins served previous to 1830, at which time the church was con 
stituted. John Tanner is supposed to have preached at Browns 
from the building of the first meeting house until his death, which 
probably occurred before 1790. He was succeeded by Thomas 
Gardner, who continued until about 1825. In 1825 or '6 Willoughby 
Hudgins became pastor, and served until the fall of 1851. N. Ad 
dison Purefoy became pastor in January 1852, and faithfully served 
the church until the close of 1879. D. A. Glenn assumed pastoral 
charge of the church in January 1880, and closed his labors here in 
November 1884. The present pastorate began in 1885, on Saturday 
before the second Sunday in April. 

The organized church during its history of eighty-six years 
has had but four pastors. Willoughby Hudgins served twenty-one 
years, Addison Purefoy twenty-eight years, D. A. Glenn five years, 
and T. J. Taylor thirty-one years. This makes a little more than 
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twenty-one years to each pastorate, as an average, which is a good 
showing for the church and not bad for the pastors. If we reckon 
the history of the work from 1775, where tradition places it, each of 
the preachers served an average of more than twenty-three years, 
which makes a showing for both people and preachers not often 
equaled. 

Until the latter part of the pastorate of Mr. Hudgins, a house 
of worship was called a meeting house, and the pastor was called 
Elder. Since then the house is called church, and the preacher 
Reverend. I like the old way better. 

The clerks of the church have been James Southerland, John 
Daniel, John Watson, E.T. Rodwell, Howard Allen, Sidney S. Aber 
nethy, Joseph N. Tunstall, and Samuel E. Allen. The records kept 
by John Daniel are so full that the historian has but little trouble 
in writing the first fourteen years of the history of the church. 

John Watson, John W. Allen, Howard Allen, J. W. Smithwick, 
and R. R. Rodwell have served efficiently in the treasurer's office. 
Mr. Smithwick, for about twenty-five years, rendered valuable ser 
vice in this difficult department of church-work. Brother R. R. Rod 
well, the present treasurer, is making a fine record. He is especial 
ly fitted for that work. 

The following brethren have served the church as deacons: 
John Daniel, James Smithwick, Solomon Perdue, Turner Allen, Sr., 
Elza Hicks, John W. Allen, Joseph L. Rodwell, J. W. Smithwick, J. 
F. Reames, S. S. Abernethy, D. H. Reavis, Lewis Allen, James A. 
Tunstall, Hugh P. Reames, Samuel E. Allen, and Frank Mabry. 
The church has exercised great care in selecting deacons, and the 
brethren chosen have usually rendered faithful service. 

During the last thirty-one years, the pastor has had the active 
and hearty co-operation of most of the members. It would be a 
pleasure to mention them by name, and indicate the kind of ser 
vice rendered by each; but some one might be omitted, and uninten 
tionally wounded. Therefore, in the absence of full records, it is 
better not to attempt it. 

For several years there has been a woman's Missionary Society 
in the church, working for the furtherance of the Kingdom. This 
society is not as large as it should be, but the church is doing lar- 
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ger work because of its existence. Mrs. William Limer is the effi 
cient president, and she is ably assisted by sisters Laura Smith 
wick, Bettie Vaughan, Belle Tunstall, Eva Watson, Jennie Tun 
stall, Lena Rodwell, and other consecrated women. 

Some fifteen years ago Miss Ednah Allen, who was at that time 
teaching in the community, organized the young people and trained 
them for effective service. This organization was of much local 
advantage, and its influence is still felt in the community. After 
Miss Allen moved from the neighborhood, the society, for want of a 
competent leader, soon ceased to exist. But an efficient Sunbeam 
Band, under the leadership of Miss Edith Limer, organized some 
years ago promises good results in developing the young people and 
children of the community. 

Three years ago the church adopted a new financial system, 
requiring the use of envelopes, for monthly contributions to the 
expense and benevolent fund of the church. The system is proving 
successful, and only needs to be faithfully worked by the members 
in order to bring the church up to a high financial standard. This 
system is managed by a committee consisting of brethren Hugh 
Reames, J. W. Smithwick, S. L. Bobbitt, S. E. Allen, R. R. Rodwell, 
and sisters Eva Watson, and Bessie Allen. Sister Bessie Allen is 
the Financial Secretary, and is discharging the duties of the office 
with credit to herself, and advantage to the church. 

It would be interesting to record the names of those, who, 
during the past thirty-one years, united with the church by letter. 
I can only mention a few of them. 

Brother S. P. Phipps and his wife were received in 1886. They 
both fought a good fight, and have, doubtless, received a crown of 
life. 

In 1885 Brother Walter Allen was baptized at Middleburg. He 
joined the church at Browns the next year, and has rendered faith 
ful service in counsel, on committees, and in the business, as well 
as spiritual affairs of the church. All trust his judgment, and re 
joice in his genial friendship. 

Brother and Sister William J. Limer came to us by letter 
from New York. They have added largely to the teaching and mis 
sionary forces of the church; and, together with their daughters, are 
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contributing largely to the progressive work of the church and Sun 
day school in the community. · 

Brother and Sister A. H. Frazier came to us from New Bethel. 
They are prompt in their attendance, love spiritual things, and are 
loyal servants of the Master. 

Last year there came to us by baptism, from the Methodists, 
Sisters Emma Reames, and Blanche Burroughs. These godly 
Women are valuable members of the church, 

But time would fail me to tell all the good things I know about 
the various Limer families, the Reavises, the Guptons, the Steven 
sons, Mabrys, Abernethys, Mustians, Shaws, Hayeses, Harrises, 
Wests, Weavers, Smithwicks, the Bobbitts, the Hartens, the Gills, 
the Tunstalls, the Allens, the Watsons, the Scarboroughs, the Pin 
nells, the Evanses, the Edwardses, and the other faithful members 
of this congregation. Some of them are still with us, and some 
have entered into their reward; but we are one family on earth 
and in heaven. 

CONCLUSION. 
Eighty-four years of organized effort is behind the church. 

The writer has endeavored to set forth the struggles and trials, 
the failures and successes of these years. He is conscious of his 
failure to present an accurate picture; but, such as it is, he offers it 
to the church hoping that the struggles and triumphs of the past 
will encourage increased efforts, which in the future may result in 
greater victories. May God bless this effort to the glory of his 
name. 

THE END. 
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CORRECTIONS 
Page 4, bottom line change was to were. 
Page 13, line 6-when, not whecn. 
Page 16, line 1-<lilapidated, not delapidated. 
Page 18, line 8-or instead of on. 
Page 27. First four lines of the ·second paragraph change to read 

as follows: 
From the constitution of the church to the beginning of the pres 

ent pastorate, Rev. Solomon G. O'Bryan was the only white minister 
sent out by the church. During the present pastorate, the church 
has licensed four brethren to preach the gospel: viz, 

This book was written in 1914. 




