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./ Stiff ·She Rises- ,lo Conquer· 
Poet, Actress and ! eacher Goinq +oDirect Her OWn Broadway Show 

By GENIE CARR 
Sentinel Staff Reporter · 

One would have thought Maya 
Angelou had conquered all the 
creative worlds there are, but she 
sets off in a couple of days for a new 
field: Broadway. 
. Miss Angelou is a poet anu 
autobiographer: she has· acted and 
directed for television and the 
stage: she has taught (at Wake 
Forest University, where she was a 
visiting poet in 1974); she has 
written plays .. _ 
She has been to Broadway, of 

course, as an actor - for instance. 
iii the original "Porgy and Bess" 
and five years ago with Geraldine 
Pa~e in a two-woman.show, "Look 
Away." -, . - 
· B t now she goes to be on "the 
othe · side of the curtain. She is 
writi g the book, music and lyrics 
for new show, "Still I Rise," · 
which is scheduled to open in a 
Shube theater in New York the 
first w k in October. 
·Oh, y . She is directing the show, 
foo. · .. 

· · 1 did realize." she said yester 
day. "th to prepare a play for 
Broadwa eans that one must be 
g'irded in resolutlon, .if not in 
talent." Sh chuckled withthat soft- 

. ly throaty sound that has captivated 
listeners when she has, reluctantly, 
performed - reading poetry and 

-acting in· plays and on television. 
Miss Angelou was interviewed on 

the Wake Forest campus, where she 
received an honorary doctor of 
humane letters degree Monday. She 
has remained in town this week to 
visit her friend of "a thousand 
years." Dolly A. McPherson, lec 
turer in English at the university, 
and theoretically to relax before 
spending the summer in New York 
working on the show, 
She's been sneaking in some work, 

though, to finish a cantatafor '.'Still 
I Rise." The show has the cantata 
and 17 songs - "all mine" - to be 
performed by a cast of 14, mostly 
black with a few "others" (white, 
Asian. La tin ) . · 
The show started simply enough. 

she said, Last spring, the Oakland 
(Calif. l Ensemble 'Theatre asked 
her to do something it could produce 
for a couple of weekends. They had 
chosen a play for her to direct but 
she didn't like it, so with a month or 
two she had free - a novelty, surely 
- she decided to "pull together" 
something of her own. 
... Instead of Iwo weekends, it played 

for four weeks to standing room only 
audiences and got "good reviews 
from serious critics." It also receiv 
ed attention from a New York 
producer . 
· "The play has now grown in am 
bition, if not achievement," she said 
with another chuckle. 
She said the play "really deals 

V.:ith the stages of human life, begin 
ning at death and looking back to 
childhood. adolescence. mature. 
love, religion, 'old souls and 
death. ., 
."It's the story ·of two people who 

have died and who.have not yet been 
assigned to their final destination: 
We find early on there are not just 

. two possible destinations; it is • 
suggested by - some forces outside ' 
these people there may be .as many 
as eight." . . 
To get their assignments, the peo- 

. ple must recall their Jives, "the 
positives and negatives that formed 
them." The other 12 members of the 
cast "appear in lights and help to 
recreate those things that were 
most important in their lives." 
In the process, it is discovered 

· that "the woman, who starts off be 
ing a virago, is. not really so mean 
and hard. And the man is not really 

such a goody-two-shoes." 
She is "in negotiation with two 

people who are quite famous" to 
play the leads, but since they 
haven't signed contracts yet she 
didn't want to say who they are. 
She did say who her designers 

will be. and they are among the best 
- they include George Faison. who 
choreographed "The Wiz" and 
"Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope." 
Miss Angelou lives in California. 

but she keeps au apartment in New 
York for just such occasions as this 
job. For the first few weeks of her 
pre-production work for the 
musical, however, she will stay with 
another friend, writer Shana Alex 
ander. on Cong Island. 
Miss· Alexander's house is close 

enough to the city so Miss Angelou 
can meet with the designers fre 
quently during the first planning 

.: stages - and far enough away so 
they can't appear on her doorstep at 
4 a.m .. as creative theater people 
are wont to do. 
The house has an extra attraction. 

too, Miss Angelou said -. a piano 
that was once owned by George 
Gershwin. "I hope between the keys 
there is still some magic," she said, 
running her Jong .fingers down an 
imaginary keyboard and chuckling. 
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MAYA ANGELOU: On the other side of the curtain in New Yor 


