
FERNSIDE CHURCH HISTORY 

During the late sumuer and early fall of 1955 a group of interested and 

•. concerned Baptist, seeing the need for a chu- ch in the Narket Street--Kerr Ave. 

area began to look around for a building in which they might hold services. 

Such a building, belonging to Mr. Kirby Sidbury, was found on Jacksonville Ave. 

and arrangements were made with him to lease this building for $1. per year. 

So during Thanksgiving week, 1955, the group met and cleaned up the lot and 

building and the first services for Fernside Baptist Mission were held on Sunday, 

November 27th, 1955, under the leadership of Rev. Robert Brovm, a member of 

East Wilmington Baptist Church. The mission requested East Filmington to ordain 

Rev. Broun, which they did and he continued to work with the nrls s'ion, 

On November 25th, 1956 Fernside called Rev. Br01,m as their pastor, and 

made application to the ·wilmington Baptist Association for membership. They 

were placed under the wa.tchcare of the Association for a period of one year. 

On i:..ugust 11, 1957 Fernside Mission offically became Fernside Bantist Church 

with 47 charter members. The Sunday School enrollment was 65 and the foJ_lowing 

. ' people were elected to serve as the first church officers: 

Miss Barbara 1food, Church Clerk 
ltlrs. Charles E. Wilson, Treasurer 
A.C.Br,,ra.nt, Sr. Sunday School Supt. 
T.B.Wood, Kenneth Johnson and A.C.Bryant1§r. 

deacons 
C.W.King,Sr .. , Mrs. J.~l.Brown, Mrs. C.L.Carter, 

Trustees. 

The church was officially accepted into the Hilnin[;ton Baptist Association 

as a member in full standing in October, 1957. 

In February, 1958, the church seeing the need to grou physically voted to 

purchase the property next to the building in which they were Horshipping, and 

in June, 1958 they voted to buy a building from Fort Bragg to be assembled on 

their lot for their church building. 

Rev. Robert Brown tendered his resignation as pastor effective July 13th, 

1958 in order for him to further his education. 



July 16, 1958 the church extended a call to Rev. Dan Page to serve the 

church as supply pastor until such time as a full-tin1e pastor could be called • 

He continued to serve until the church extended a call on October 8, 1958 to 

Rev. David {fox to become pastor. He came to Fernside £'rom Lake Forest Baptist 

who ordained hin June 28th, 1959. 

In Nov. 1958 the Fernside Baptist 6hurch moved from the Sidbury property 

into their own church building, and dedication services were held on S1U1day, 

April 12, 1959 with an all-day meeting, dinner on ground at the noon hour. 

The church contirru.ed to move forward. In Feb. 1960 it was voted to issue 

perfect attendance pins in Sunday School. June 8, 1960 the church voted to 

have the observance of the Lord's Supper the first Sunday in each month. 

The church also voted during Feb. 1961 to go full-time. Up until this tine 

the pastors had been serving only part-time working or going to school at the 

sa.me time. On August 23, 1961 it was voted by the church to build additional 

rooms for Sunday School and add bathrooms to the building • 

Rev. David Cox tendered his resignation December 31st, 1961 to accept 

another pastorate. The church elected a pulpit committee to look for a pastor. 

May 29th, 1962 Rev. T. K. ~oody, Jr. was extended a call to become pastor. 

He accepted and began his work June 10, 1962. Also during June it was voted 

to begin a Training Union with the beginning of the associational year, Oct. 1, 

1962. In Nov. 1962 it was voted by the church to have an annual Homecoming Day 

the first Sunday in Sept. of each year. 

In Jarruary, 1963, the church observed for the first time the January 

Bible Study sponsored by the Sunday School. 

Fernside, although young in years, as far as churches are, continues to 

vaJ.ue the lives of every person living within our cormnunity and we would rer.tl.nd 

ourselves again and again to be satisfied with nothing less than the standard 

• set by Christ and that the thoughts of God may rule our thoughts, our words , 

• 

• 
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and our actions. 



As our church year of 1965 began, we viewed the accomplish 

ments we had achieved in the pas,t and what we might accoCTplish 

in the year ahead. We decided to start working in the Sunday School 

rooms. We had one room without a heater. Mr. W. F. Bowen donated 

a small heater to be used in this room and helped install it. The 

intermediates painted their room and the hall as a project. Four 

of our Su..~day School rooms had not been finished on the inside so 

the brotherhood decided to work on the rooms as a p~oject. With 

the help of the members the materials were bought. The men put in 

the sheetrock, window and door facings, and the baseboard. While 

this work was in progress, a tank was being made for a baptismal 

pool. When the tank was finished, the men installed it for us. 

We were thankful to see our pool completed. On Sunday May 30, the 

pool was used for the first time when Mrs. Tracy Shupla was 

baptized. 

We felt along with the inside work, we should beautify the 

outside of God's house also. The W'MU took as a project to get the 

paint for the outside of the church and screens for the auditorium 

windows. Everyone who was interested in supplying the paint or 

painting was invited to take part. The response was gratifying. 

Ag the year comes to a close we can again view what has been 

accomplished and what might be accomplished in the year ahead. 

We have much for which to be thankful. In addition to the material 

achievements we would offer our thanks to God for the new members 

who have joined us this past year. Also our thanks for the fellow 

ship and love that has existed in our church. We earnestly pray 

that in the coming year we might dedicate ourselves anew to God. 

~ As we work together to improve the church building, may we also 

strive to reach those whom God would have us bring to Him • . , 
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