
The Wetts Interview 

His perspective, which meynot be the who~ picture,but he 
considers to be privilgeged by virtue of his time there. 

I 
He liked her but there we r e t n ings sb outher he c nu Ld n t a c c e np t , 

Her ettitude~ towmerd Africans. Colonialist privilege, treated 
them like children who knew nobetter. Typical toe degree of 
ell white people who come here. 

Dien was queen of KBrisoke 

Wetts believes ~erenendJensen1s side oftheir feud. Dien 
toldWatts she wescoming out in 83 for only six months, but 
obvl::ius tohim she intended spending the r e s t ofher life here. 

In April of 84 shewss in such m&~mmJl'U!mE distress hehed toteke 
her downthe mount at nx to the hospital. Seid s he hs d lung c s nc e r 
and beer t trouble. Told Weber in 78 eh e had c smc e r ; t o ld stews rt in 
72. Never knew whet to believe stout her. 

In the lestyeer:ashe had to be c s r r Le d up to Ke r i s o ke , 

watt's beckgnouna. He came o~er fore yeer end e half beginni~g 
March 78m, ending July 79 •• ~hen he sew her in Chicago inthe 
eighties shout com"ng beck. Sent his prop~el which was m'spleced; 
he w&s to be co-directorwith Bernes. By the time he go t 
a u t n-vr Lz e t i o n Bernes bee left end Dien hs d c o me beck. He was 
a researcher Ln s t e ad of co-director. 

Heerd of her death from Wrenghem,who proposed~ he come back. 
Harcourt/Stewert busy inJspan. 

Watts mild on Harcourt-Fossey feud 
' More still to study then Hercourts think 

Gives e x s mp Le s ; migrating femeles,gr'Up 5 numt= r s 2b which gives 
betLer opportunity for development endsocisl beh~vior. also 
c o nnum c e t i on , 

How it w2s sorted eut between digit fund and mgp 
I 

Doesn t feel threatened, though someLimes spooky here now. 

He r c CJU r t ' s g or i n g • 

How McGuire wu became suspected. (Relisten) 
(Watts le'"'ving overlaps with Wayne's e r r i.ue L, They work together 
egeinwhen Weyfie err Iv e s s s directcr') 

How Watte saved the president's ~sughter from being mugged by P2olo. 
(good story) 

(Re-listen--mcr e to come) 



Thanks. I'll c&ll yo11 this p s m , 
to make s ur e we 're in sync ••• 

I've gone over three of the s c r Lp t e , whlch I1ve Gtt!fched, 
mer kj ng them eo hhs t you won't hr ve to go over them tl:r o ugho u t , 
Wherever there is a 1 lank spot, a q ae s t Lon merk, or the 
word 're-liE'ten, 1 just .E~ go over those perts. Don't pay 
any ettention to the check marks--they are for enother purpose. 
'l'his ought to cut down c o n s Ld e r2bly en the ti rte required for 
you to c~ Gn up some of the unintelligible stuff. 

completely 
The Harcourt tapes should be/re-qone, es I have to send them to 
bim for his o k , I have to send Kelly Stewert hers, too; but I 
think YOJ c a n f'Lx that one es indiceted here. 

Do not worry s b out any others then VV!'angham :im.:&im1)ib.Rlbi'!ll'lm, \ll'atts, 
Weber/Vedder, Bob C2mpbell. 

____../ 



• 
INTERVIEW OF DAVID WATTS 

HH: Harold Hayes 
OW: David Watts 

Tape I and II 

HH: I'd very much welcome that, irrespective of whatever qustions 
I asked. 

OW: I haven't seen your Life article. 

HH: Okay. I'll send it to you. 

OW: 

• 

• 

Well, there are two subjects that I think are very important 
and I suppose that my whole experience of me being in that 
camp, one of which is several times I've seen, written or 
read that people have said, "So and so didn't know the real 
Dian Fossey. They only knew her from Karisoke. They didn't 
know her twenty years ago or about her past life." That's 
fair enough. I knew Dian at Karisoke. She never talked with 
me at all about her past or her family. I know there were 
are lot of things that I didn't know about her. There are a 
lot of things that I learned about her since she was killed 
that were very interesting to know, and have in some ways 
increased, or maybe I should say confirmed, my understanding 
of certain things about Dian. Nevertheless, also it has been 
people who have met Dian at Karisoke who have been the most 
critical with Dian. I think there's been a certain attitude 
among people who knew Dian back in the States but didn't 
spend time at Karisoke and that all those Karisoke people 
were jealous and being critical Dian because of that and they 
didn't know the real Dian. My response to that would be that 
sure I didn't know Dian twenty years ago and I didn't know 
her in her early days at Karisoke. Nevertheless, I knew Dian 
up to a certain point very well. Everybody who spent time at 
Karisoke did, and we all knew the Dian who is the one you're 
writing about really. You're writing about her whole life, 
but why Dian Fossey? Because Dian Fossey went to Karisoke 
and did the things that she did. So, I guess I'm saying not 
that you should think that someone who spent time with Dian 
at Karisoke knows everything that there is to know about Dian 
Fossey, but I'm bothered by the criticism that because we 
didn't know the Dian of California therefore we didn't know 
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Watts Interview 

• Dian. We did know Dian, and we knew the Dian of the most 
important part of her life. I could turn that around and say 
that anybody who didn1t spend time with Dian at Karsoke 
therefore missed a very important dimension of her life, and 
in many ways it was the most important dimension in her 
life. We have that perspective. We know what Dian was like 
at Karisoke. We know what Karisoke is like. We know what 
the gorillas are like. We know what she did there. We know 
what the attractions there are and that gives us a certain 
privileged perspective. 

HH: Would you want to say how you see that perspective? 

OW: 

• 

/ 

I was going to reply to two important questions. The second 
one is that I1ve also been bothered by people who write that 
the world can be divided into the Dian lovers and the Dian 
haters. The Dian haters, of course, were all people who 
spent time at Karisoke. I dread being named as one, but 
people could infer that I1m included in that group. There 
are people who unquestioningly loved Dian who would tolerate 
anything that she did who thought that absolutely no 
criticism of her but possibly could be justified. Ian was 
one of them. I liked Ian, but that•s something that I had 
difficulties with. There are other people I suppose could 
hate Dian but, as is always the case, the world is not that 
simple. You can't just say that so-and-so is a Dian hater 
whereas so-and-so loved Dian. My own feelings about Dian 
were very complex. I certainly wouldn't put myself into 
either of those camps. I always had affection for Dian, but 
there were things about Dian that I found absolutely 
impossible to accept. My feelings are still complex. On 
certain issues they are very clear, one was her attitude 
towards the treatment of Rwandans. 

HH: Where do you think that comes from? Apparently it had been 
with her for while. 

OW: I don•t really know. There•s this business of her having 
been arrested in 1967 when she was working at Kubara and 
having nasty things done to her. I don•t know exactly what, 
but I gathered that it was an extremely unpleasant experience 
and I don•t know how big an impact that had on her. I1m sure 
that it had it somewhat harder for her after that to regard 
Africans with a great deal of respect, but how much of that 
there was before I don•t know. 

HH: I have letters from her. One in 1964 when she was on the 
first safari in which she referred to Africans as wags, which 
was interesting to me because before that experience, a wag 
is not an American term . • 
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• OW: Well Dian had certain Britishisms. 

OW: 

HH: She picked it up on the safari, or she may have gotten it at 
home. You know she was engaged to a Rhodesian in Louisville 
and I haven't yet found this guy. He was a guy named Alexis 
Forester. I know where he is, but I haven't gotten to him. 
That's the only link I can find to the word wog. It doesn't 
make any sense at all. In the letter she says she shouldn't 
use that because back home we use niger, or something to that 
effect. So there was something there. 

Dian certainly is not unique in that respect, and in fact 
talk around Rwanda today boast of the way people live in a 
very neo-Colonial society. 

HH: I would assume it is a Colonialist attitude. 

• 
It is very much a Colonialist attitude. For example, she 
told me several times quite explicitly and she gave up 
because she realized she wasn't convincing me, but she would 
tell other people about the men who worked at Karisoke. You 
have to be hard on them. You have to yell at them. You have 
to get angry whenever they do the slightest thing wrong you 
really have to come down on them because if you don't you'll 
see that you're letting them get away with this and because 
they're basically lazy and just out to get their money for as 
little effort as possible, they'll get away with as much as 
they possible can. I'm sure there's a certain amou~t of 
tr_uth about that, but you can say that about any ~ociety 
anywhere in the world. Whereas Dia 1 

• ~as 
lfia e e are fricans and t ey ~that way. They are 
oas1CCil ly lazy, they are there to taRe advantage of you and 
as much as they possibly can. 

HH: Well, I've been over here a number of times and I've seen 
this attitude among Kenyans. I know that Kenyans better than 
I do Rwandans and that is taken for granted in certain 
relationships and that's what I sense quite apart form the 
extremist things. 

OW: 

OW: There was always some ambivalence in Dian because on the one 
hand she did have very much that Colonialist attitude that 
these-a~-e-m¥ servants and they do what I tell them to do and 
~do anything I want to to them. If I decided there-was 
some little quirk and their work wasn'-r-good today they don't 
]et a salary for today. At the same time, she liked to fliink 
of them as her friends. She liked to think that they really 
liked her, were devoted to her, thought of her as a friend, 
benefactor and they missed her while she was gone . 

• 
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But that's sort of an old Southern maternalism she had toward 
them, like before the Civil Rights period. She had a real 
affection and concern for black people that worked for her. 

A problem at Karisoke was that, at least by the time I got 
there, Dian did have some real affection for people and she 
would on occasion be nice and generous to them. She gave 
them lots of things, clothes especially, and lots of 
Christmas presents every year. Most of the time her behavior 
towards them was either day-to-day. "you did lousy work today 
and you don't get paid," or "you did lousy work today and I 
was going to give you this nice new jacket but now you don't 
get it." Things like that like if yo.u were a bad child. 

She could be cruel. 

Watts Interview 

OW: Yes. Psychologically she was cruel. 

HH: Did she ever talk about Civil Rights in any state and 
attitudes towards blacks there? Did anybody every call her 
on those? 

OW: I don't know. I never heard anybody say anything about that. 

• HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

• HH: Coming 
in the 
that. 
United 

from the United States the whole Civil Rights movement 
60s I don't see how she could have been impervious to 
I never heard a word about her being a racists in the 
States. 

OW: There are plenty of people in the United States who have 
never adjusted to it, but also I think part of the reason 
that may be just that it is a very different society here and 

HH: Society on her own terms? 

OW: Yes, but also on its own terms When ou come here and 
you're a white person automati ri h no 
ma er ow 1 e money you have. There's still an awful lo 
or 1nd1fference towards and even fear of white people here. 
Not among the elite here anymore and not at the level of the 
government, but it has always bothered me, for example, to 
have been differential towards me for no other reason than 
the color of my skin. It's just a strange situation to be 
in. Everything that that represents too might come from 
Europe or America that I'm rich, different, belong to the 
modern world and have all these material things. You're 
presented that and I'm sure it was much stronger twenty years 
ago than it is now. Society has changed, but when Dian 
arrived here and she was immediately a very important person • 
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Watts Interview 

• 

HH: 

to whom people were ready to pay their respects to ... I 
know a lot of people in this country who are very nice people 
B:1'ld e-tlier E:Uropeans or Americans and they•re not people I 
'Would think of as racists necessarily, but they don•t seem to 
nave trouble accepting the fact that they live in a big house 
h-ere tha L they cou I dn • t afford back i hat 
~ r or 1ve servants do all the work for Of 
c , ge e1r money rom benefit back in the States 
or Europe and they just accept that. That•s the way it is 
here. Other people have had real difficulties with that. 
They are in a position where its expected that of course 
they•re going to live in a big house. 

Of course it is a lot easier to become comfortable with the 
idea of being privileged. If you haven•t been privileged and 
all of sudden you find yourself in a role. I suppose it 
becomes an act of the will to think outside of the culture 
that you•re in. 

• 
I suppose for Dian, or if it was just that she didn1t like 
being privileged and be accustomed to it, and also ... one 
thing about Kari · to a Jar e ext it is a world linfo 
~ There are only a few eeople up there and its a very 
small society and Dian was always Number 1 when she was up 
there. There isn•t very much social constraint on you. It 
\YcfS""really only that which you imposed on yourself, without 
anyone else that•s there impose upon you. Most of the time 
she probably didn1t have anybody telling her she shouldn't do 
that or that's not right or anything like that and she just 
got very accustomed to having things exactly her way or 
behaving the way she wanted to. 

HH: Was that as true and sane in 1983 as against the way it was 
in 1978? 

OW: 

OW: At Karisoke yes. In Rwanda in general, no, there was some 
differences because of the problems Dian had had with the 
government. 

HH: Let's speak about Karisoke first. How was her kingdom? Had 
her kingdom changed much? 

OW: Pretty much Dian coming back to reclaim her empire, and if 
you've talked with Richard and Karen then I'm sure you've 
heard their story of what happened when she returned. I 
wasn•t there. I1ve heard both sides of it and I tend to 
subscribe to theirs because I kn Dian. It was clear to me 
hat she wanted them out of there because she was coming back 

to reclaim her kjn.gQom. When she came back in 1983 she=told 
a number of people, including me, that she had come back with • 
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• the intention back 
in order an w she 
sou n't say her he 1th. 

e wan ans weren't going to let her stay anyway, but 
it was ver obvious that she had come back with the 
i ention of spending the rest of her i e ere, .a.n.rJ_JJ1at 
she wanted to die there. She came back and she just moved in 
again and set up all of her old routines. Well there were 
changes which she accepted that Sandy Harcourt and Kelly 
Stewart had made in camp routines. 

Some of those were? 

Watts Interview 

HH: 

OW: Having to do with the work. The work the trackers did. 

HH: Making more systematic reporting. 

OW: She accepted those, but her attitude towards the work was 
obviously the same as it had been when I had been there 
before. She said, 11I1m in charge now and we do things like 
this and every day everyoody comes over to my house a1l9 we 
decide what's to be done today and who goes where.11 There 
was nothing there about 11I1m here to get things reorganized 
and running smoothly so that I can leave and someone else can 
keep them going the way I want to see them going.11 It was 
clearly 11I1m back to do it all myself again and I'll JUSt go 
on doing it.11 She never said anything to me about I don't 
want to go back to the States again and I want to live her.e 
a~~-l~i~f~e~·-..:..:bu~t::_:i~t_w~a~s~j~u~s~t~s~o~c~l~ea~r:__::t~h=a~t~s~h~e~h=a=d~c~o=m=e~home. 

• 
HH: Ross Carr said she felt that she intended really to live 

there, although she told Ross Carr that she thought she'd 
come back off the mountain and move down somewhere down where 
she could see, but not up there. 

OW: Even that would have been very, very difficult for her 
because there would have come a point when physically she 
could no longer stay there. I don't know. It might have 
been years. 

HH: She told Betty that she felt she had cancer. She took her to 
a doctor for a biopsy and she came out and she told her that 
the prognosis was two years to live. Did you ever hear 
anything like that? 

OW: I heard in April of 1984 shortly after I had come back here 
that~he had some acute medical crisis and she was in such 
great pain that we had to have her carried down off the 
mountain and bring her into the hospital here. It was 
something to do with her lungs but we no one was ever sure • 
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what it was. It might actually have been possibly a reaction 
to her asthma medicine. In any case we were sitting here 
after she had been to the hospital and she just very casually 
said to me that she had lung cancer. So, I got very 
concerned both for her personally and also thinking that if 
this was a recurrence of lung cancer that was bad news 
especially if she was committing suicide by staying at 
Karisoke. 

Watts Interview 

• 
HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

• t/ 

~ 
ow: 

tJ- .. HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• 

Was this just after she got back? 

She had come back in November of 1983 to sta and his s 
five months la· er. 1 n wan to have her up at Kari sake 
wtth lung cancer and I knew she would try to stay there now. 
I was really upset to hear about that and I talked to a few 
people about this and I wrote to Sandy and Kelly and 
mentioned this. Bill Webber told me she told us that story 
in 1978. Kelly said she told them that story in 1972. I 
just wondered what was going on. I don't know whether Dian 
actually had a cancerous lung. 

I don't know whether the doctor is even allowed to give that 
information even after she's dead, but I haven't called the~. 
doctor. In any cas what were the symptoms when you had b.a."PU'-"' 
brought down? 

Extreme pain in the chest. 

Couldn't breathe? 

She could breath, but it was mostly that any movement was 
very painful and we decided that she didn't have the symptoms 
of a heart attack and it went on like this, so it Dian and I. 

The two were you were thg__Q_nly ones there. 

Ye~~E_first da;Y-, that morning one of the camp workers 
came down and got me and _s_aid Diar+-was really sick. 

This was the first day you had come back? 

No this was a couple o~eks. So I went up to her house and 
she was telling me what was wrong and I said we should really 
go down and get some help or take you to the hospital right 
away. She said she didn't want to go and she thought she 
would probably be okay for the day and that she could go to 
the hospital the next day, but the pain was so bad that she 
didn't want to be moved. I tried to talk her out of that, 
but she insisted that she would be alright for the day. So, 
I spent the day in her house talking with her and asking her 
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• i-: how she was doing. Mark Contiatti came up about the evening 
and looked at her. The next day we took her to the hospital, 
but we were talking and she was telling me how she felt. I 
thought that if this was a heart attack she would have been 
dead by now and she didn't really have symptoms of that. It 
was probably her lungs, but I really didn't know what it was. 

She was having a hard time breathing? 

She always had a hard time breathing. I don't think that was 
the particular problem. It was more just very bad pain. She 
did tell me, and I believe this, that in addition to her 
problems with her lungs that she had developed a heart 
condition. Dian was guite funny in this way. She was first 
al-i--a-very self-destructive person. Along with that was this 
person would wait until she really had some crisis like 
severe pain before she decided to do something about it. 
Afterwards she would do something like ... well, first of 
all the doctors at the hospital told her not to go back to 
Karisoke. That was out of the question, of course she was 
going back to Karisoke. Then the said well at least stop 
smoking. So, for several weeks she made an effort. She 
never stopped completely, but cut way down on the cigarettes 
and would have only a few a day. By the time she was back to 
feeling normal, which for anybody else was probably 
pretty , but it was normal for Dian. She decided she 
was okay now and went back to her heavy smoking and 
everything else. She was that kind of person. She would 
wait until there was some real crisis and then get herself 
patched up and then as soon as she felt alright again be back 
to all her bad habits. Ope day I'd come back from the 
gorillas and I stopped in at her house to say what had 
happened that day and we were talking and she suddenly grew 
very concerned and said she was upset because she'd run out 
-ef some mecttcine that she ne.e4efl--and she'd had an attack of 
tach1cardio the night before and her heart-Rad been beating 
really fast and she didn't know why that was, but she was 
worried because she had a heart condition and she didn't have 
the med1c1ne she was supposed to be taking. Her mother was 
supposed to send her some and it hadn't arrived. There were 
earlier times, like this business of the capture story, where 
I just didn't know quite what to believe. She'd said 
different things to her people or the same story repeatedly 
over years and years and it was never clear if she did 
something like -e wanted ours m aflT.Y or she 
as trying o e 1culate ou in some way. In this c e I was 

sure s e sincere. It was an all of a sudden 
complete change of the subject and she was very concerned. 
We had been having a pleasant conversation and there was no 
reason for me not to think she was telling the truth. Of 

HH: 

DW: 

('JvJ • 
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course there was nothing I could do about it, but it was nice 
to know this. A few days later she said that she'd gotten 
the medicine from her mother and now there was nothing to 
worry about, which was again something that makes me think 
that this wasn't true. 

Watts Interview 

• 
HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• .> 
HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

~ p- ~ 
OW: 

HH: • 

Had she been down for her medicine in the meantime, though? 

No. I don't think she could have gotten it. If she could 
have gotten it here, that wouldn't have been a problem, the 
problem was that she needed it from the States. Th~t , 
com nge afterwards again made me think thats e was 
eally go . Because it was so typical of her to say , 
'"'""~· ....... got my medicine and I'm fine. There's no problem. 
Don't worry about me." That's what she'd say, "You don't 
need to worry about be because I have my medicine and I'm 
fine." 

I heard reports somewhere that towards the end when she was 
going up and down the trail she had to have an oxygen sort of 
thing, or was that the respirator she used for her asthma? 

What happened at the end was that the last year or so she 
couldn't go up there at all. She had to be carried up, which 
is on the one hand a sign of really how desperate she was to 
stay there. 

Could she get down on her own? 

She could get down, but that's a lot easier than going up. 

Did they carry her up the route they you drove straight up. 

~ There's only one mean route that goes to Karisoke. 

I thought there was a route for supplies and things like that? 

Yeah, that's it. 

Is that the same one, though, that I took when I went up 
there last January? 

Yes. There's only one way up. 

If they had to because it was so heavy and so slippery that 
they had to detour and go around from the funeral procession. 

Well, probably the _ 

But otherwise its the same trail? 
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Yes. 

Watts Interview 

• OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• 

Well, can I take you back for purposes of my chronology I'm 
trying to place everybody who was there, what times, and how 
they got there and a basic skeleton of movement before I get 
into some specific questions. Can you just tell me your 
background and how you came to get there? 

At the time I was a graduate student in anthropology at the 
University of Chicago. I had decided I wanted to specialize 
in the study of the dominant primates. 

Who were you studying with? 

Russell Tuttle was my advisor there. I also worked a lot 
with Stuart Altman. I had spent the summer on~~ 
Colorado Island. They have a long-term project going there 
for about twenty years. 

Did he know Fossey fairly well? 

I wouldn't say so. So I spent the summer on~~ Colorado 
Island in 1966 doing a project that was for my masters on the 
cebis monkeys there and I thought that I really wanted to try 
to go on to work for a doctoral dissertation . 

Where was that? 

In Panama, a place around by the Smithsonian and the nature 
reserve called the Canal. So, one day I was talking with 
Russ Tuttle about possibilities of doing the MGP project and 
he suggested how would I like to study mountain gorillas. I 
said it sounded like a fine idea, so he decided that we 
should trade with Dian and ask if there as any possibility 
and we did and she responded immedaitely affirmatively, but 
on few exchanges of letters she said that she guessed it was 
okay to her and I was fortunate enough to catch the last 
great days of the government money for such things and grant 
money. Actually it was a plain grant given to Stuart and 
that paid for me to come over here. I came for a year and a 
half beginning in March of 1978. 

u~ in 1979? 

Yes, which is different than some other people who had been 
fortunate enough to come to Karisoke and decided fifteen 
years ago that there was nothing that they wanted more in 
life than to come study gorillas in the wild, I certainly was 
very interested in the idea, but I hadn't decided that 
gorillas or nothing. Under the circumstances, I'll certainly 
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• 
HH: 

OW: 

v~ 
;lR ,/ 

HH: 

OW: 

• 

never regret it because it was incredible to have the 
experience of being here. So, I was here about a year and a 
half and went back, finished writing my dissertation. When 
Dian was back at the States and Sandy Harcourt and Kelly 
Stewart were here, and at the time Dian had no plans to come 
back, I ta]Js.ed with her and also with the Sc1entific ACfvisory 
Comm1 ttee. - 
Where were you whem you talked with her? At Cornell? 

No. It was mostly done was out in Chicago 
and she was in Cornell. I saw her· the Congo~ r a weekend 
when she came and we had this meeting. art of the 
big ape weighties and Don Johanson travelling road show. We 
had a chance to talk. 

How did she strike you then? 

It was actually was the first time. Well, actually no. The 
first time I had seen her in the States was just before I 
came over here in 1978, when she was on a brief visit. The 
only time that I've seen her in the States was when she had 
been in the States for a while. So she did seem different. 
She certainly seemed like she was more comfortable being 
there than being in these people's houses where she as 
staying and where I spent the nights and we'd have a chance 
to talk a lot. 

HH: Was this at the Shorts? 

OW: No, it was someone else. Berute Galdikas was staying at the 
Shorts. Anyway, she did seem different. She seemed more 
relaxed, although I don't think she was totally relaxed and 
no more relaxed than the idea of having to socialize with 
people and put up with their interests and Karisoke and all 
of that. 

HH: She seem physically in better shape? 

OW: She did seem somewhat better. I wasn't working together for 
very long so it's hard to say. Anyway, it was decided that 
Richard Barnes an me back. We'd come here at more 

V"" or ess e same time and share$the duties of running the 
place. 

HH: That was a consequnence of the Karisoke Scientific Board, did 
you all have any interaction with them, because that exact 
meeting I'm interested in and I haven't got any details from 
anybody. Were you at that meeting? 

• 
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No. I have no idea how this decision was made although I 
suspect that Dian had the most weight and Dian said I want 
this, or this is okay to me. 

HH: This was after Sandy had already been made the director, 
correct? 

• OW: 

DW: Sandy had been director and was planning to leave and it was 
known that he was going to leave at a certain date, so their 
was a need for someone to take over. 

HH: So who ~acted on the Karsioke side? 

DW: I may have heard that just from Sandy and Kelly. I then 
contacted John Eisenberg. 

HH: What did they ask you to do? To serve as associate director, 
or what? 

OW: 

• HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

DW: 

• 

Yes. Meanwhile I was corresponding with Sandy who said I had 
to send him a letter of reference and four copies. So that 
was going on this end and in the States I talked with Dian 
about it a few times, after having written to John Eisenberg 
and gotten a letter back from him saying thanks for 
expressing your interest . 

You had your PhD by now? ---.. 
I was finishing it. ---- ~ 
At the University of Chicago? 

Yes. I was saying that when I was finished I would be 
interested in going back to Karisoke. It took me quite a 
while to get it finished and by the time I was finished and 
also I had sent a proposal over here and they stuck it in a 
drawersomewhere and forgot about 1t so I d1dnrt et news a ou aut or1za 1on. n e meantime ad 
Teft and Richard Barnes ha come to take over the place. By 
tne time I finally got my authorization I got here and 
~chard had left and Dian had come back. So, I was then here 
no] as co-01 rector with Richard because he wasn • t here · 
~nymore, but as a researcher, and left Karisoke in Au ust of 
1 ac a es in Octo~r. 

Having got your PhD when? 

In 1983 . 
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• HH: While you were still at the camp or just before you went to 
the camp? 

OW: Before I went back. I was at the University of Michigan last 
year, not in a official faculty position but just having an 
academic phase. Then, Dian was killed. When I first heard 
that because Richard Wrangham had heard of it. 

HH: Of her death? 

Yes. He, in fact, had heard just that she had died. He 
called my parents. It was Christmas time so I was back.in 
Pennsylvania at the time. 

HH: Where at in Pennsylvania? 

OW: 

OW: Devon(?). He called my parents to try to__get a hold of me. 
I happened torbe having dinner with some friends that night 
so my parents called me and told me the news. They said 
Richard wanted to talk to me so I called him up and he said 
she had die, but nothing about her having been killed. He 
didn't know that yet. That in itself was not such a great 
surprise to me because I rea d to hear n day 
t ropped dea~.e • d had a heart attack, ..a-M+ was 
also prepared that she would go on livin t forty 
y~s. en, s ortly after at on the same evening, 
somebody else called up and asked if I'd heard that she was 
murdered. I hat was a surprise. It was actually a friend of 
my---rrrend's with whom I was having dinner. It had just been 
announced in the news. We were having dinner so we weren't 
paying any attention, but this person had heard on the news 
that she had been murdered. Anyway, that was a surprjse, but 
even that was not a total sur rise. It wasn't something that 
I oun 1mposs1b e to believe. I could immediately start 
thinking that there would have b'een eo le ther d a 
mo ey a a moti.Ye. At the same time, I 
almost 1mmediately found myself thinking that I bet that 
pretty soon people are going to start asking me if I could go 
back there, which turned out to be correct. It became clear 
that there was a real need for someone care of 
the situation. any an Kelly were too committed to other 
things ana they had agreed to Sandy had been give.o a 
fellowship to go to Ja an for a f t's 
~eloped. 

I would have thought that with Kelly and Sandy that the long 
period of what became not only a personal feud but an 
academic feud that since the quality of work had fallen apart 
substantially. The fact that Kelly and Dian and the mutual 
charges that were exchanged and all this, and the ultimate 

• 

HH: 

-600- 



success of Sandy and Kelly in terms of the volume and other 
things that he later published, that this would have been an 
opening for him conclusively to have established himself as 
the pre-eminent gorilla primatologist in the world. 

I would say several things. First of all, I don't think that 
although there was some ill feeling professionally, I don't 
think it came from Sandy. Dian did have a problem with those 
of us who came with an academic background in the subject, 
having already spent several years in graduate school. Sandy 
actually hadn't done that before he came, but he had at least 
a zoology undergraduate before he became involved in a 
graduate problem while he was at Karisoke. It was almost as 
inevitable and also unfortunate. Dian was always ready to 

· accuse of Sandy of trying to steal data and publish 
) everything. Sandy is professionally ambitious which you have 

~ to be, but I don't think Sandy felt that way about Dian. 
Sandy was pretty good about putting Dian's name on papers. 
Also, I think Sandy professionally just decided he wants to 
do other things now. I would say he's regarded well among 
the professional community and is a pre-eminent authority on 
mountain gorillas. A couple of others like me now have done 
so much work that I might as well publish. 

I don't have enough scientific expertise to measure this kind 
of response, but Kelly and Sandy say that they've done all 
they wanted to do, ~cept measuring long-term statistical 
data as it is accumulated. Is that so? 

Watts Interview 

• 
OW: 

• 
OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• 

I don't agree with him on that. I would say that Sandy and 
Kelly have done a lot of very good work, and maybe two or 
three years ago I would have a r · · ce 
ttre-n-1~ e seen so many new things here. I've seen things 
whiCh, for example what I've been doing in the last couple of 
years has been on the social relationships of immigrant 
females. There have been seven females who have immigrated 
into group 5 and1tsOeen a tremendous researeh s-i tuati on. 

Does that mean they rove, like the single males? 

No, they go directly from one group to another. They don't 
spend time by themselves, not at all. I have seen, for 
example, a lot of aggression towards these females from 
females who are already in the group, which are totall new. 
A pair of introductory quotes for a paper that I have 
planned, but haven't written yet. One of which is a general 
theoretical paper on migration and disbursal of animals talks 
about how in such a situation you would expect to see 
resident females who are already in a group behave 
aggressively towards the new arrivals. A nice quote from a 
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• aper that Sandy and Kelly have written saying you don't see 
a y aggression in mountain gorillas and then followed by 
s ying however more data on the immigrant females is needed. 
ot at all to say that Sandy and Kelly were wrong because 

they reported what they saw, but there's a potential to see a 
lot of aggression. I saw a tremendous amount and it was a 
fascinating situation. It was something that I think I know 
why having to some extent to do with peculiarities with group 
5 and its own history, also with the fact that there are so 
many females in so short a time that the silverback could not 
control the situation at all. Normally there's one female 
who can keep the other females from being too aggressive 
toward her, but there were four, all of a sudden. 

HH: The silverback just couldn't handle it, is that it? 

OW: Well, he couldn't control all of the other females who didn't 
want them and couldn't stop them from being aggressive 
towards them. He tried, but it was too much for him. 

HH: How active was the aggression? 

OW: A lot of it is pretty well-leveled. Its just this swayed 
posture and running around at them and smashing them through 
the vegetation. Some of it was running by and hitting them, 
and there were some fights too. So, it can be fairly 
serious. The point is that is that here is a whole new 
dimension to their behavior that we hadn't seen before, and 
in fact it had been cited that it exists. Now I think 
there's more like that that we haven't seen yet. I also 
think that there are some fantastic opportunities to 
investigate in much more detail things that have already been 
studied to some extent. For example there are nine infants 
in group 5 right now, which for a gorilla group is 
incredible. 

.~ 

HH: How large is the whole group? 

DW: Twenty-six 

HH: That's an extraordinarily large number, isn't it? 

OW: For now, yes. It's more than twice the average group size. 
So there are incredible opportunities to look at, 
mother-infant relationships, developmental behavior and 
social relationships. That could keep people busy for the 
next several years. If these eleven females stay with him, 
then in a few more years there will be another crop of 
infants so I don't agree with that. I think there's a lot 
more to be learned. I think there are some other topics such • 
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as their communication, which has not been looked at in any 
detail at all. 

Watts Interview 

• 
HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

She started looking at it, didn't she? 

That's the only formal work that's been done on it. Not to 
disparage Dian, it was a good start, but there's so much more 
to be done on that. 

Is that an area that you've been concentrating on? 

OW: No, I wouldn't consider it. I'd like to see some more about 
their background. 

HH: Do you want to get some lunch? 

OW: Sure. 

HH: After Wrangham called you, what happened? 

One thing he told me was that "you're going to find that 
people start making a lot of demands on your time." My reply 
to that was "nobody knows who I am,11 which was wrong. They 
didn't know at the time, but they found out so for a period 
of about two weeks I ~at all of my time on tbe telephone 
with various journalists and then after that it all~~~~ 
LI~ in Kari soke pi eked up and Stacy ~-- got 
in touch with me and she hesitated to do so at first because 
she knew that when I left Karisoke in 1985 Dian was not 
feeling too positive towards me. She called Richard one day 
and he told her to talk to me. She said, "Well, Dian didn't 
get along with him did she?" Richard said maybe not, but 
that's no reason not to talk to him, so she did. At first 
she just started asking ... we'd had several phone 
conversations about what did I think should be done here 
before she asked me if I would consider going back there. I 
had my own reasons for not having jumped at the idea 
immediately and buying my plane ticket and being there 
tomorrow. It took me some time to decide that would. I 
wanted to and I feel very committed to the place. Eventually 
it was worked out that I would come back for six months to 
try to get things back there in shape. 

HH: Would this have been the first time that a salary would have 
been paid to a director? Did Richard Barnes get a salary? 

OW: 

• v 

OW: I don't think so. I think he had grant money. 

HH: The same with Harcourt? Did Harcourt have a salary? 

• 
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• OW: He had a fellowship. 

HH: Nobody had ever had a salary huh? 

OW: No. A lot of things have changed. because we decided, at a 
big meeting in Washington, and she had decided the Digit Fund 
would take over Karisoke and pay for everything to keep it 
going. It was her idea that they engage a director and pay 
his salary, but not here with a contract or anything. We 
agreed on the amount of money, but I said at first I would go 
back for six months and try to keep things going and get 
everything back into shape and meanwhile they were going to 
look for someone as the long-term director. I was supposed 
to teach at Michigan right now, so I came back here but it 
soon became here that the personal situation was not going to 
be settled within a six month period. 

HH: That was because of the ... 

DW: Because of the investigation and all. There was more work to 
be done just to get things reorganized and to keep things 
going than we had supposed. Also, there was no one in sight 
who would come and take over after me and it was going to be 
some time before someone would be the next director . 

You mean there have been a number of applicants? 

There have been a few applicants. There are a few 
qualifications that leave out a lot of people, or at least 
they would have to make an effort like you would have to be 
able to speak Swahili to communicate with some of the men in 
camp who don't speak in French or English. Also, you have to 
be able to speak French so that . 

HH: It was a pretty specialized job. 

DW: you can speak French with the people that do, like the park 
authorities. It is curious and I haven't been surprised by 
how few applications have been ... partly, I suppose its 
just a question of getting the word out. Someone suggested 
to me recently that, believe it or not hadn't really occurred 
to me, people may be afraid because they know what happened 
to the last director of the place. I say it was a surprise 
because I don't feel at all threatened being here. I must 
say there have been moments late at night when I heara a 

• HH: 

DW: 

HH: 

DW: 

• 

Is this the only last visible community of mountain gorilla? 

A lot of people would jump at it, but it has to be the right 
person. 
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• 
HH: Well, Wayne was definitely frightened. 

ow: I think that had I been there at the time when it happened I 
might have felt differently too, but coming back- ter the 
fact and not having to go through the actual/physic made it 
different. Also, whate ·nk •te 
clear that they had directed it at Dian personally. 

It was directed at her personally? 

I think so. I just don't think that I have anything like 
that to worry about. 

Why do think that it was? By virtue of the way the body was 
found? 

~ 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

• OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

v 

By virtue of the very fact that it happened. 

Sandy's version is that it was entirely possible, since the 
place had been broken into twice before and once in almost 
exactly the same manner, that it was ... 

That it was just a robber? 

That they were surprised to find that she was in there and 
then they killed her because she been found. 

That's a possibility. 

Also the fact that she was dragged around the house. 

They apparentl di take an thin ly Rwandan 
..!!!Ql]e . veryone had said that the official word here is that 
they didn't take anything at all, but they didn't find any 
Rwandan money in her house and I think she would have_some 
change, especially when it was crose to Christmas time. 

HH: Unless someone had an inventory, it's pretty hard to know 
what was there to take, too. 

OW: But in her bedroom where she was killed there were cameras, a 
lot of American money, a lot of valuable things, small things 
that could have been carried away that were left. 

HH: Wayne also told me, and I didn't see it reported anywhere, 
that there were contusions around her legs and that she had • 
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• 
OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

HH: 

been dragged around the cabin apparently. Had you heard 
anything about that? 

No, I don't know about that. 

It was in addition to the blows to her head. 

In any case, I think I wouldn't be human if I didn't 
occasionally have weird dreams, or wondered if anything could 
happen and what was that noise at night. In my rational 
mind, I don't feel threatened to be there. I'm more worried 
about the bees. They are very aggresive and .... 

Kil 1 er bees? 

HH: I didn't know there were a lot of bees around like that. 

Yes. I don't like them. 

OW: Well, not necessarily, but fortunately I don't run into them 
that often. 

HH: They'll come after you won't they? 

OW: If they get upset, and its easy to get them upset they will 
really come after you. It had occurred to me that maybe 
there are people who would li .e fo apply for- · 

rt.. think it might not be safe._ What about B-ublo! 
~~ . -- ~ U1i.1lAln a 

OW: I've Ml~v·from a distance and they're fascinating animal, 
but that's a worry and you have to try to be aware of the 
possibility of running into them. 

HH: Is there now some sort of~ictum about how to discourage a 
buffalo! I was talking t~arcourt about the goring and it 
was very interesting the story he told me. 

OW: You don't use the Harcourt story conclusively. 

HH: What he said that this steer must have run toward them and he 
realized that he was only three feet away when he reand 
towards him. It was too close to execise his theory 
probably. As long as you seem them at a good distance, you 
don't keep going right towards them and to make noise and try 
to scare them away and make sure you know where the nearest 
tree and get up it in a hurry if possible. The real worry is 
that what happened to Sandy will happen if you come over a 
rise, around a bend in a trail or something, and there will 
be one really close where it's had a chance to realize you're 

• 
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coming. He had the double misfortune of having met a female 
with her calf. At least that's what occurred. So, she's 
going to defend the calf. 

During the whole episode I saw Wayne the first week in 
February. He had gone by May, I believe. A sequence of 
events . 

Watts Interview 

• 
HH: 

HH: 

OW: 

c/ ( 
HH: 

c/" OW: 

HH: 

OW: 

• 

You mean leaving here? 

He left in August. 

The sequence that I heard back in the states was that from a 
variety of sources, mainly Hinde and , he had got 
exasperated about not being able to get a the cabinet to get 
at the instruments he needed. Imprudently, he was caught 
opening a window trying to get in. Whereas his version was 
that he'd seen the windown open and was trying to close it. 
Were you here at the time, jurst after. 

No, Iut', Ive; heard different versions frm different people. 

Different than those two versions. 

Well no, I've heard those two versions from different people 
who were in Karisoke. I've heard Wendell's version, other 
people, Rwandans who were there told me what they saw. So, I 
don't know exactly what happened. I think whatever happened 
there were several incidents there where Wayne didn't behave 
properly. It was really unfortunate for Wayne that he ended 
up being in that position at all, of course, but then also 
because he was just the wrong person at the wrong place at 
the wrong time. If it had been me up there when Dian was 
killed, and I shouldn't say this, but I think I would be the 
one who was condemned. 

Do you think that it was inevitable? 

There was a theory that it was me anyway, or that it was Mark 
or John Pierre or Amy Vedder. 

Really? 

Wayne had a real problem in that he didn't speak languages. 
I'm a little reluctant to comment too much on the whole Digit 
Fund process because I have certain obligations to the Digit 
Fund . 
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• When you leave, I'd love to 'get your version on that because 
I tried to get somebody to come to the trial, but there was a 
person who was supposed to come in to cover it and then at 
the last minute was told he couldn't go in. 

OW: For example, I wonder how Wayne is supposed to have conspired 
with someone when the fact that is that he couldn't speak 
with them at all. He didn't speak French or Swahili which 
was a real draw back which meant he couldn't run the place 
efficiently and he also couldn't quite know what to do. He 
had trouble handling situations. 

HH: 

HH: How long was he there before you got there? When did you go 
in March? 

OW: He came just before I 1eft1 a Rd tlHlR eame l:lacl( the endic;f of 
August last year. 

HH: No, I mean when you came back. 

OW: When I came back in late April, so we were there together 
close to four months. 

HH: Why again did you leave in 1985? • I decided I'd had enough. I had a lot of data and I wanted 
to go live with humans again for a while. 

HH: Was there any particular problem with Dian? 

OW: 

OW: Well, Dian and I didn't get along famously, and I was tired 
with having to deal with the situation there and having to 
contend with her. I was really sorry to go. I didn't leave 
with any ill feelings. I'm afraid that when I left she had 
ill feelings towards me. I actually wrote her a letter that 
she never would have seen because I sent it just shortly 
before she was killed, saying that I had heard of Bethoven's 
death so I wanted to write to her and tell her how sorry I 
was to hear that and how badly she must feel and I also 
wanted to say that I realized that there were problems 
between us but they were nothing so far as I was concerned 
and I hoped that she was willing to forgive and forget too, 
just like she always expected that I would do towards her. I 
wanted to try to get back on reasonable terms with her and 
just make it cler that I didn't see her as my enemy. That 
wasn't why I left. There was some factor in making me decide 
that it was time for me to go. I'd been there long enough, 
but I thought it was mostly that I had enough data to keep 
myself busy for a long time and I wanted to get back into the 
academic side of things rating and analyzing the data. I • 
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wanted to go back and see my family and be with people with 
again. I think this is why I ~en't waRt to don't want to be 
the director of Karisoke forever. I don't want to spend the 
rest of my life up there by myself. 

How much longer are you committed to staying there? 

Watts Interview 

• 
HH: 

DW: I'm not. It's at this point completely open ended so I don't 
know. 

HH: How long will you stay? 

DW: 

• 

That depends on a number of things. It depends on whether 
other people are able to come here in reasonably short order 
and whether the research center gets back on its feet. First 
of all until it starts becoming a real thriving research 
center in the ways that I'd like to see it become, and if 
there are a number of people there and they're nice people 
and I get along with them that makes a big difference and 
makes it easier to stay there. It has to do a lot on the 
attitude of the government and how willing they are to really 
start opening things up and give people permission to come 
and how supportive they will be. In fact, on paper and in 
words so far, they've been very supportive. Indeed they 
haven't had much chance to show their stuff yet because there 
haven't been many formal requests made for people to begin to 
come. 

DW: 

HH: There has been a request from a Canadian team apparently. 

Well, that's just been made so we'll see how the 
am a bit worried and bothered by this business f ,,, 
which makes no sense to me. 

I 

HH: Have they brought visitors up there? Political? Too many? 

DW: On the whole no, but at certain times of the year like when 
its tourist season, yes. 

HH: Like when what? 

DW: Peak tourists seasons, like around Christmas times. Suddenly 
in two or three weeks there were four visits where one of the 
poeple actually didn't come, but I'd been told they were 
going to come. Some people come and they're the guest of 
some minister who says, "Oh would you like to go see 
gorillas." Of course the tourist seasons are real booked for 
months, so its decided that they'll go to see group 5 which 
as long as it doesn't happen to often and as long as it's 
really something important not just some ... • 
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Do they stay in managable numbers? 

Watts Interview 

• HH: 

OW: As long as they send managable numbers and are willing to 
respect my rules, which are not the same as the tourist 
rules, then fine. At the same time it does get me real angry 
that even one on the same day the director would tell me 
absolutely no visitors at Karisoke, no one can come to see 
and then, "Oh we have some very important visitors and can 
you take them to see group 5 tomorrow?" 

HH: What1s the largest number they've sent out at once? 

Thirteen. That was the day that I saved the president1s 
daughter from being carried off by Pablo. 

HH: Would you like tell me that? 

.> OW: 

OW: 

• 
Well, the Karisoke gorillas, particularly those in group 5, 
have this tradition of making actual physical co.n~....-- 
humans for better or worse. It has its nice ·ae 
wonderful sometimes. It can be a problem fo th 
because they don1t know how to respond to it a 
know to see it coming. It can be annoying t 
of them have gotten so used to it that they do o 
bother me, like trying to steal things from me or Maggie 
likes to chew on my pack or lick it. I think she likes the 
salt or the sweat. That's okay for a minute or two but if 
she's trying to pull me down to get at it and I'm trying to 
take notes and I don't want to be pulled over ... anyway, 
Pablo 

HH: How do you discourage that? What is the rejection process? 

The other side of the problem is that with many of them all 
you have to do is threaten to touch them and they don1t want 
that. They're curious about you and want to investigate you, 
but they don't want you to respond in kind, so you can 
discourage them. But, with Maggie for example she's likely 
to take that as an invitation to play or as part of the game. 

HH: How old is Maggie? 

OW: 

DW: 
·..._/· 

• 

She's six and a half and she1s pretty big. She1s much, much 
stronger than I am so I couldn't really stop her if she 
wanted to continue, then Pablo is much more tame. When I 
first saw him he was little less than four and used to be a 
lap sitter and come sit on you or climb on you or walk over 
you. It was lots of fun then, although then he was probably 
learning to annoy you. He's now twelve and a half and he's 
big. He1s just immensely strong, but he1s also an adolescent 
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• so he's of a difficult social position in the group and has a 
very touch and go relationship with Zeus, the silverback. He 
cowers on some days and on other days he's bigger than the 
females and in the business of trying to impress them all 
with how big and strong he is. They're impressed, but he's 
nothing like Zeus although he is actually pretty when good 
close friends with a couple of them. So he's like a 
seventeen, eighteen year old boy who does things to show off 
because he wants to make an impression because he doesn't 
quite fit in now socially. But, he was also still quite 
playful so his behavior can be a combination of displaying 
and wanting to show off his strangth but it would also be 
kind playful about it. He is just so comfortable with 
humans, who he has seen all his life, that he includes us in 
this which is a pretty telling comment on the social scene 
that you become a part of and their acceptance of humans. 
There is intelligence in their behavior towards us that we're 
not just neutral objects in the environment we're other 
beings who have to fit into the social scene. 

HH: Like buffalo, or something else just passing through? 

Yeah. So we are. Except to a certain point that we were 
included to a certain point. Part of this inconclusion of us 
is that you're here and I'm going to use you for my social 
purposes. I'm going to show you too that where your place is 
now in relation and how big and strong I am. He can be 
pretty gentle about it, he can be pretty rough about it. A 
couple of years ago he developed this annoying habit of 
coming up and grabbing you by the shirt collar or anything he 
could get a good hold on and then he would just run, and you 
would go with him. He did it to me. The first time he tried 
it he really got me and after that I got to be pretty good 
about preventing him. I think just because I really acted as 
I knew what was coming and I had the situation under control 
and whether it made him not quite sure what he should do, or 
whether that just spoiled his fun I don't know. He would 
then kind of lay off. Of course, he could have dragged me at 
will if he wanted to. 

HH: What did you do to let him know that you knew what he was up 
to? 

v 

OW: Move away from him, watched him closely, grabbed hold of a 
tree and braced myself so it would make it harder for him to 
do anything, tried to resist him as much as I could, which 
was very little. 

HH: Were you by yourself or was somebody with you? 

/ 
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Yeah. I think what 

Watts Interview 

• OW: 

HH: Did it scare the living daylights out of you? 

OW: 

/ 

No, not really. The one thing that I was frightened of was 
that he would end up throwing himself on top of someone else 
from behind or something and that they wouldn't quite 
understand why that happened. Anyway, I think that the most 
important thing for me was to learn to recognize when I could 
relax and when he had mischief in mind and I better be 
careful. He could see that I saw that. There was one day 
when I got these thirteen visitors dumped on me. I had told 
them, "Pl ease no more than . . . " 

HH: What was the groups" Who was the ministers? 

OW: 

v 

• HH: 

I don't even know who all the people were because they came 
up very late. They didn't get there until 1 :30 in the 
afternoon and I'd been waiting around all day for them and by 
then when I saw how many there were I thought we would have 
to divide them up in several groups and take a few and then 
come back and take a few more. It takes time to get the 
gorillas and then they would have to go back down, so I just 
said, "Hi, I'm David Watts. Let's go." I didn't ask f'or 
introductions . 

There as no one up in charge? 

OW: Well, not really. They were all young people and I just 
assumed that they were children of the rich and powerful of 
this country. 

HH: Teenagers? 

Twenty, college age. One of them, a young man, looked 
suspicious like the president was here. There was a 
soldier, who was obviously a body guard. So, I wondered. 

HH: Do you speak Kenya Rwanda? 

OW: 
,./ 

OW: No. Not really, just a few words. Things got a little 
screwed up when we got to the gorillas I had picked a few 
people and I said, "Okay we go ahead first." Meanwhile, the 
gorillas went like that and came right back down where all 
these other people were waiting, sort of a U shaping. So, we 
ended up with all the people together with the gorillas. 
Some of the gorillas didn't like that at all. They just 
disappeared while we were there. 

HH: Where was the silverback seated? • 
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Watts Interview 

' Bethoven was alive then, so he watched us but he was a little 
nervous. He was clearly annoyed that I had brought this many 
humans to see him but he put up with us. Some of the younger 
ones were quite curious, excited and nervous because they 
don't see many people. They usually see only one or two. 
They were excited and came up close and wanted to see. A 
couple were at least touching me. Josie, who is now six 
years old, came up and was sitting on me with her head going 
that way, looking at all my friends. We hadn't seen Pablo 
yet while this was going on. All the people were now 
together until we got to a place where they had just 
flattened out all the vegetation and there were a few of them 
downhi 11. I said, "Everybody sit here together here and we 
can watch.11 Pable appeared, sitting on this little rise 
about eight yards or so over to the side. He was just 
sitting there with this look on his face sizing us up. I 
knew he was going to put on a show of some sort. Sure 
enough, about five minutes later he comes sauntering over and 
sits down in the middle of this group of people spreading 
himself out so that he's leaning his weight on as many as 
possible and just sitting that way. I'm Pablo what do you 
think of me, having a great time. All the people that were 
sitting there were probably nervous, but also laughing and 
enjoying it and thinking that it was really incredible and 
taking pictures. He just sat there for about five minutes 
and then he decided he'd had enough of this and it was 
getting boring. It was time to go catch up with the rest of 
the gorillas. Meanwhile we were moving off down hill. In 
the meantime there was this one young woman who had been 
conspicuously up front all the time and talking with me a lot 
asking a lot of very intelligent questions about the gorillas 
and was quite interested. 

HH: What language? French? 

OW: 

• 

/ 

French. I was furthest downhill with her. She was sitting 
right next to me, so Pablo was up above us sitting in the 
midst of this group. As he came down past us, I'd just 
decided he wasn't finished yet and that he couldn't resist 
the chance so I was watching him and he walked right between 
the two of us and put his arm on her and started to grab 
her. I just grabbed his arm and shoved it and shoved him and 
said, "Please not today Pablo.11 He took that and decided 
okay and walked off downhill and left her there. I later 
learned there happened to be a Rwandan student at camp doing 
a research project who had been at the University with a 
number of these people 

HH: Joseph? 

OW: 

• 
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David Watts--The prr t Loris of the LVaJ1J/ 
McGuire Tape I lost--Feb. 11, 1987 ( 

Watts confirm!':' Weber/Vedder story in ell Lmp cr t e n t details~ 
"Bill and Amy never toJd me anything I ever found to be untrue." 
What he personally saw of those events, he verifies too. 

In his lest year he returned to be~ome co-director with nichsrd 
Barnes. Barnes left, and Fossey resumed her title1of LJirector, 
without resistance from the Rwandans. V~tts doesn t know why~. 
iom.smi:Jn.i§ndnam2 m.smYIJD.f mtdnErm .l!' m1! tni~r!!ILX mfmt insmXJ.ilxrc.E l omi ml: mt:mm 

As on e rr Li e r tape, he was Lncr e re l ng Ly w o r r Le d about her health. 
If she did have cancer, or heart e onge s t i m , as she llitlimgmmmlfmm 
llm maintained, ha didn't know how the camp might continue, or 
what he might have to do to see that she was ad~quately car~d for. 
He wrote the Leekey l<'oundati:m, which becked b~mup with the 
funding he needed for reserve. Once she went aw2y for three weeks 
but s t s ye d away a n o t he r three we e ks, She had left money with 
her f~ctotem, the moped guy, but instructions that if Watts asked 
for mm.Em m on e y he was to be told there wsf! none. (Whet was 
there was to be used for emergencies by the factotum.) 

People in the cs mp the lest ye a r s 
Ra fort 
.P1r:t;er C1ay 
Mike Catsis 
Noelle(?), the Belgian flower artist. 
McGuire 
Joseph 

Dev id is there when Wayne arrives, and he Rfi shows him the r ops s , 
It is clear Wayne wl 11 have c'lif,,iculties. e speaks JQmBm neither 
Swahili or French. 

When David returns after ~ossey1s death, the finds the plscein 
disarray. (He is suspected, along with Amy; him because the 
assumption was he arranged to have her murdered so be could come 
back and take over, which it appeared he bed d o ne ; Amy, after 
long periods of suspicion, was finally auestioned but nothing 
m~re came of it). There have been no field reports since July of 
the year before. Apart from her Digit Fund reports, she had 
~imply stopped keeping them. Bnr had she ~ede her previous 
reports available to Weyne, ma Wayne hs d n t known how to do 
1yhem for himself. 

However, b e c s us e David had kn own the staff for many years, they 
felt free to confide in him. These ere some of the things they 
told hims 
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'.l'he b r e e k -Ln e Wayne say s he wss closings wo nd ow , A perk 
gu a r d seys he was in the cs bin, ai d when he found him there, he 
drew his rifle on him. Wayne then drew his kntfe on the 
g us r d , (Later Wayne ssid he drew the kniBe to defend h.l ms e If ). 
(Wsyne's many problems, Watts ±mEm thinks, derived from his 
i ns b Ll Lt y to communicate with anyone up there. They misunderstood 
his m rv e me n t s and whet he w s s trying to c ommun i.c s t e s ) 

'l'he investigators came up frequently. 

The staff confirms there were footprints leadjng ewsy from 
her csbin, and they were fresh, indicating two people barefoot. 
They went down the tr2i ih by the regular pe th --the s ta.f'f had 
folH,wed them, and they disappeared et the bottom of the 
treil midst sllthe other footprints. David says the deduction 
thst could be drawn from this was that it wes unlikely to have 
beenxB enyother bere-fobt Rwendens then poachers, as poachPrS 
are the only people who would have been comfortable in the 
deep bush et night. The investig~ ors did not pursue the tracks 
lergely, it wes thought,beceuse it wes aot s"convenient" lesd 
ini» their investigation. 

A yesr earlier (on the tape, Ds v Ld tries to set the time), 
ten membPrs of the staff drew up a letter of complaint against 
Dian Foseey for her treatment of them, citing several instances 
of ebuse--one in psrticuler in the cese of a tracker who was 
told by her his work had displeesed her. He hsc three weeks 
wagers woming to him, which she said she would not give him, end 
instead, threw the money into the fire. 

The complaint wes written under the Ie ad e r sb Lp of Nemeye end 
Rwelekana, two •ho he~ been with her longest. They conflulted 
Watts about whet they were d o lng , and he told them he could 
n rt in his po a Lt i o n be a party to it. He warned them, too, that 
the letter could bsckfire--could get back to F'o s s ey , and they 
would be the victims of their action. On the other hsna, ~ 
feels now they thought they bad his moral support. 

Rwelekana had C!fllilit once before (see t s p e ) , and the incident 
was rememb~red as significsnt in investigating Fossey's murder. 
In an argument she had drawn her gun onk him, ~hereupon he had 
pointed his ps ng s et her and said, "r will cut your bead off.n 
Both were posturing, Watts thinks now. Later, when Watts returned 
in 1984 (f) Rweleksna came beck to work for h l m , and stayed until 
Watts left again. See tepe for more on this. Evidently, 
LJian had made peace of s f's s h Lr n with him, and offered even sf'ter 
a time to pay his wages, th~ugh later she be6eme med st him again, 
and Watts resumed paying him. (He had wanted a raise, which 
Watts g r e n t e d ftim, from .$RS $2.50 to $3 e dey .} 
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The threet episode wes the besis of the government arresting 
him. I told Watts it wes the unofficial opinion of AVIF t ha t he 

n had been beaten to death, not hs nge d himself es repar tea. 
~That wo s my understending, too," Dev id said, "from a Rws nd s n 
whose Buthority ws unimpeechsble.t I knew the man well, he wes 
my friend. He wes incapable of such a thing." 

(One of the reasons Watts was suspected was thet, before returning 
to the u. s. in 85, he had gone down to the m~untsin ana to the 
homes of some of t he trackers, mom he considered his friends 

end wanted therefore to meet their families. Because of the 
unfortunate VePtiges of colonialist heritage,he seid, the very 
idea he w o n Ld do such a thlng indicated he WB'fl!! somehow culpable. 
No European in his right m~na would go into the home of a 
Rwandan trecker--in the opinion of the Rwenden police.) 

The six tmBmkm~m members or the steff, wh~ch now included 
Rweleksne though he hacn't been wor~ing there, were held 
in the prison for seven months, end for much of the time, 
simply Lg n or s d , 
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v·e t t 8 III 

Recep: Wayne ss Ld he w s s closing th window, guard s e Ld he W'28 1n 
the c ab t n ; g us r d pulled e gun on him, end 1'7syne drew ki:Jirm:k:m his 
kfuife, Weyne s s id b e c e ue e hew &s t hr e e t e ne d ••• 

Lack of lengu2ge communication a big problem 

Barefoots tracks were c Le s r Ly e vident to s e v e r e L 
Two b er efoot people 

Poechers would f'eel c nnf' or table in the m oun t ei ns Et night; few others 
would 

The 1'tter of c omp Le i nt by the s t s f'f" in 1984 IMPORTJ\NT 

worker had three weeks weges thrown inthe fire 

Nemeye end Rwele ks ns led the c n mp Le l nt 

CIDbservstor helped them type it 

Ten members signed it. 
IMPffiHi'.r NT 

Of the s Lx e r r e s t e d , ell were signers 
4·e-listen 

Eerly 84, when Rwele ka ns t hr e e t e d Dien, cf Weber, said he would 
cut her head off (after she drew a gun on hi~)--this not covered 
here but elsewhere cq) 

Rws Ie k s na hired bzck by Vlf1tts• got along w i t l- .uien; h-me s t , . 
t o ki of being double-p2yes; !;ian t s ke s over payment, d oe s n t 

" wan t t o 1 o s e c or tr o 1 • 

Mor on the episode in 84 

Wetts warned not to write Jitters cu t sb ou t wh e t was going on 

Hrw Watts we:s suspected (including b e c e u s e he v i s s t e d in the romes of 
the staff--unheErd of by Rwandans 

weyne end liian, how he got elong with her 

Stete Dept sent heir to FBI for enalysis 

.t\.athy Anstln u nc o ops r s ive 

HH n e c a ps wh s t he fo u nd out 

1~1atts thinks neither McGuire nor Rwe Lekana was guilty 

Po a c+e r Ls r venge--uneJ<pli:iined by Rwe nd ns s 
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CIA involvement 

~he bom of documents 

'J.'he le y s 

Wsyne's letter t he t wa s intercepted 

Wayne jokes s bo ut it 

Hoffman 1 e ro Ie 

A my , B i 11 en d J e an r. ie r re s us p e c ts t o o 

Police questioned Amy 

Rafa: d , \'att3 end McGuire go down the hill. Jeen Pierre re-fuses 
to give Wayne a ride, fearing he may be nailed too. McGuire 
rises in with t'o u r Ls t s , 

Eurppeans ups s t at lB'ck of t.tm role of the IB e mb s s sy , Had kn o eked 
+hs ms e Lv e s out for ian when 81 ive (good ridnance?) 

McGuire wanted to be srrested. 

DiE'cover article is e c c ur e t e about his de p er t u r • 

~he only question is whther the president decides to commu~e his sentence. 



Dsvid Wetts IDterview notes IV & V 

'' ... 

I 

J.Jien's mother d Ic n t c s r e el o u t her work end she w s nt e d her to ,... 

...... ie n comes on to Curry Le nd a h I (see Weber/VPttPr) 

' She c o u Id give presents but she c nu Ld n t share emoti '11 ally--this 
s ve nt u al Ty led Wetts to feel he her to'"'repeir e m o t lo ne I bridges when 
he got back home. "She tr iec to substitute g~rilles for humans in 
her 11-P"e." (RH: but tower(! the end she didn t even = he ve that-- 
living with them viceriously she he~ substituted her ideel of gor'lles 
for humans cf the scene of reconstructing the night nests, as told 

J;:' v ) hy eter ley 

How g o r L'l Ls aff'ectiol" Ls dif+>er n t from::: cog's 

On eff'ection in gorilla affectio~--curiosity morr than reel 
eff'ection,(though Wetts later tells of a gorillw he is pretty 
sure likes him ••• ) 

How .1..;iim came to r e gs r d 11!etts as a MerJ<ist 

Dian giting a poacher barbituetes. (cf Rombach, on c2streting e 
p o e c her ) 

He r i n t e n t i "n e in be e t i n g p e op 1 e - - s he d id n ' t wen t t o ti 11 t he m 
rafter 

'l'hrowing s no os e .xfl.Xa.x over e 1lrrit·m:z--cf Bernes 

uien1s behevior when Jeckman, Hercourt end Curry Lendehl arrive-- 
1'\fatts POV. J..lian c c np Le t e Ly ignores Herconrt, looks through him~HHHHHl 
IMPORT!1NT SCENE 

More on this bottom of page 

...... ien nice to Jeckmen, fin~ly 

Watts warned by Fossey s g e l ns t Hncourt, likes him eny'"ay 

When the sturents stopped ere sing p o s c he r s without guards s Long , 
79/80--H1PORT,,NT TURNIYG POTNT--enc'l why 

·.i:he Lee episode c s us e d h: r to start up ag8i n , Re-listen. 

Nemeye--e portreit; he could run the c an p 

Complexity of African i:iteffs. TV:ii:itreeted but Lny s L, too 

J.bey didn't he v e time to mo ur n her, hs v Ln g been thrown in prison 
I Dien i:i spy 

....,, 
The di e cover y of i 2 n ' s body 
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Chr Le t me s ps r t y po s t p ans d , Joseph «e e there. 

61 c m .'mbJK m~ m.t fu rJf~:x mim l?im :kln11 mg.!I)l!X mi'limll'l 
On comTiuniceting wtbh the gori lles 

More subtle forms of c o mmun Lo s t t on (goods t or y ) 

Go r i Ll.s s remember people closey s s e oc Le t e d with thep. 
DOUBLE-ii.Ti.KE of Amy end Effie; end extended t s ke of Lt us with viretts 
(go od s tor s ) 

I 
JJien wo r Ld n ts tey ms d long es students, e xc e pt couples 

Ghenges f11namm in he ffrom 77 to 84, es observed by Watts 
Drinking Fimxrniih;J s t e sd l ly, m d had been e long t I :e in 78. uolihiry 
drlnker 

I 

Pe r s o n 2 l i t y di a n t c h a n g e bu t it we s e h a r d t 1 me f or he :r , V'' it h t he 
de·th of Digit 

(trenscript enos ebruptly--check it) 



DAVID WATTS 
McGuire, etc. 

FebFuary 10. 1987 

ow. Yeah, now I don't remember what day the 27th was, but say there 
hadn't been any porters come up on the previous day, then the Karisoke 
trackers would have been able to say first of all, that it wasn't someone 
going to the gorillas to track groups for example, because they would 
have been wearing shoes. And they would have been able to say that 
these were from last night, not from 24 or 48 hours ago. 

was there just one person or more? 

They told me two. 

Two people, both barefoot. 

Yes. And they also told me, I wondered about this, because first of 
all noone had followed these tracks, that's what I heard first, but 
maybe just for my own mind I ought to check this again, but since then, 
and I wondered why no one followed, or no one was told to follow., 
but since then I was told, "Oh no, we've followed the trail." This was 
a Karisoke tracker saying that, he and another Karisoke tracker and a 
park guard had followed this trail, and it went down the main trail 
that arrives in camp, and they reached the boundaries of park, and 
there are billions of footracks and prints and trails down there, and 
you could never follow anything from that point. 

But the astonishing thing is that they just went down the main 
track? 

Well, astonishing , yes and no. It nappened in the middle of the night 
given that they were bold enough to be wandering around in the dark 
in the first place, I'm sure they felt confident to go down the trail. 
They wouldn't have met anybody along the way, or down there, till they 
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DW. a good distance away, probably. They may not have gone- there are 
a couple of, actually there are a couple of trails that you can take 
that goPff the main trail, and they might not have come out where the 
guard post is down there. They might have just gone most of the way 

~~ down and veered off a bit. They could do that very unobtrusively. 

~~~~Well, the supposition here would be that they were poachers, is that ... ~3~· Well, they would have to be people who felt comfortable hiking around in tr~,1') the pa r k and the forest after dark. Well, they would certainly 
. 'f, fall in that category.i.e. poachers fall in that category. 

~ ti~_.\~ I _; J 
~~ There are very few Rowandans that would feel comfortable ... ~, Not many other people would fall in that category. 

HH. I wanted to get back to that episode that occured when the letter 
was written, to the park director. When was this done? f"' ~.>- I don't remember exactly, but it would have been, sometime, say around 

/\, ~~ Septembet84-:- · . 

u\ \.}>' ~ And the guy you said, that there was 
\))'\~\ letter, and this was the case of the 

\ ~ his wages thrown in to the fire, and 

\})~~~was .... 

'7~·-""' DW. Boro Peritas (?). 

~' 
\...~\ Yes, but they were not with her quite from the very first, but very- 
~ ~~ early. I don't think Namay had been with her from the very first, 

-4.1.r. but he was one of the first people hired there. 

~~ight. And the conservator helped them type the letter. 

~ ~you said there were ten of them on the staff who signed this? 

{ vf'::) i Yes. ~ .Y But of the six that were arrested, would all six of them have been 

rJ} .·J..i .r:~ I signers? 

'-6-.' r./f Yes. 
And then Relikhana had been the seventh, or seven out of the ten, 
that were arrested. 

one incident that was cited 
tracker who had three weeks 
you gave me his name again, 

1n 
of 

the 

which 

The letter was written under the leadership of Namay and Relikhana? 
and both ~m~y and Relikhana had been with her from the very first? 

DW. That's what I was told, I did see a nicely typed version of 
the letter,again I had no idea what it said, because I don't speak 
Rowandan. 

No. Let's see. There were five who were arrested and held for a long 
period of time, everyone was at least picked up and questioned, but there 
were five who were held in prison for a long time, and Relikhana 
was one of them. and Beley, neither of them had been working at Karisoke 
at 



And you said the fact totem(?) who's name was what? 

~ Begyem Pegagas (?). 

~//And he was only questioned to find out who her enemies were and 
/ so on? 

~ 

.. ~· Yes. He worked at Karisoke after that, but not for her, he worked for 
~ me. 

V ~ When was that? 

$/ 
~~~I 

~ 
\I" 

-3- 

DW. The time Dian was killed. The other three were all current 
Karisoke employees. 

This is what other people have told me. 

When did Relikhana have that episode with her about, I want to get 
the facts straight again. 

I'm not sure. 

was it while you were there? 

No. 

so it would have been much earlier, because I know that Bill Weber 
reffered to it. 

There was some incident when the first time he quit, 
about a month before I arrived, I'm not sure whether 
time when she was pointing a gun at him. 

it happened only 
that was this 

could have been. It was early '84. 

again for her, ever? Is that correct? 

That would have been about April of 
I left. He left when I left. 

'84. He stayed with me until 

How did he get on with her when she was there? 

DW. For the most part, it was normal, it wasn't as if he didn't partic 
ipate in the general effort, because he did. He went about doing the 
jobs as he did before. There were a couple of times when, I would 
specifically ask him to do something for me , but he usually just 
did what was needed on the day. He wouldn't neccessairily go out with 
me. If for example, ] was going out to Peanuts' group, and somebody 
else knew where they were, I would go with that tracker, and Relikhana 
would go off in another direction. There was for the most part, no 
problem with that, there were a couple of times, in fact Dian ... 
Th~ only real pr~blem was when I got there and t).3ked to Dian about 
this, and she said that Relikhana quit, and I said, oh. that's too 
bad, he's such a good worker, it would be really nice to have him 
back and helping out; so then I suggested toher how aobut if I offer , ""=" 
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DW. to hire him back? And she said that it was okay with her. She 
didn't expect him to come back, but she said, if I wnated to do 

~ ... ~that it was my affair, and fine with her. So, I made him an offer, 
tl-. ~,and we talked aobut it, and he said yes, but the only question was 

~)~:\~-~?that he wanted a raise, and I said, no problem. I'd be happy to give 
~, .. ,.',~~m a raise. So , he was pappy then to come back and work. 

~~I \f"H:ow much was he working for at this point? 

i-_.J '1" 300fr. a day, which at the time was aobut three dollars. From 2.50$ 
~· to three dollars. The rest of them were making quite a bit less than 

'-".that, I actually gave them all a raise a little bit later when the 
Leakey Fund gave me a grant. 

When you left, did their salaries stay at that level? 

Yes. 

When you came back, had their salaries stayed at that level? 

Dian had given a couple of them raises, promised raises which Wayne 
had made. But the only problem with Relikhana was when he came back, 
it came to the first pay period, I paid him; actually it's kind of 
funny, I paid him his salary. I did that in the morning, and then I went 
out to the gorilalas, and he went and finished his work, and everybody 
left around noon. Then the next crew came up in the afternoon. The next 
time he came up, three weeks later, he came and saw me, he siad, "Dian 
paid me, too, what am I supposed to do?'' So, we talked aobut it a bit, 
and we decided I would say, kind of to cover for him abit, he gave 
me back the money I had paid him, and when he t~d me what had happened, 
I would go and talk with Dian about this. So I did that, and she was 
in a very friendly mood about it. She said, "Oh, you don't need to pay 
him, I'll pay him." This was despite the fact that I hired him, and 
I pay him. She was saying, oh no, you don't have to pay him, I'll pay him, 
I'll take care of it, don't worry about it. At the time, it was all 
very friendly, so I said all right, but my idea was what was going on, was 
that she never wnated him to be paid by me, she didn't like the idea 
of him working for me, she wanted evey one to work for her. Because she 
wanted to have control over (them?). 

Did he still take orders from her? 

Well, that's it,yes, but that didn't matter, as long as things were 
going along all right, but if it came to a point where she got angry at 
him, and saying, you did lousy work, do this, and do that, and he didn't 
like it, then in principle, so long as he was working for me, he 
could say no. I think that's why she wanted to being paying him. 

But they didn't have any flare ~c ups? 

Well, we did have a flare up. About the next time that he was up, she 
did tell him to do something; for some reason, she had decided that 
something needed to be done at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and that 
someone should go off into the forest and do this. And she told him 
to do it. He had alreay done a day's work. And he said, no, I don't 
want to go off following something in the forest at 4 o'clock in the 
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Dw.afternoon, and she said, "you're fired." So, when ] got back to 
camp, this was going on, she told him he was fired, and to please 
1eave camp. We didn't resolve it till the next morning, and then 
Dian and I had an arguement, and I said, "Look, we agreed that he was 

\l\J~~· work Lriq for me, ther~ fore, I'~ the one who fires him .. YOu can't 
t;; I fire him." And she said, "All right, then you can pay him." And I 

~ ,,._~~...1~ .~said, fine that was my origirilal understanding, that I would pay him. 
\j.l>"'yi~From then on, Ipaid his salary. But he stayed on. 

~

·~-L\I( ~ow this episode that occi:red~n early '84, presumably. What triggered 
~' that, do you recall? Or did you hear? Why would she have drawn a gun v· r1 on him? 

~~ tv(1' I may have been told at the time, but I don't really remember. I 
~ · think what happened, was it was one of the many times when, trackers 
~k~~JJ came in, late in the afternoon, and she was in a bad mood, and she'd 
1!'1- • had a few drinks, and she just started yelling at them, and told them, & ~"You did a lousy job today, you don't get paid." 

;~w·~·I.~ . Had she pulled a gun on any of the others in the past? 

~ ~ I)" I don't know. 

That's such an extreme gesture. 
~ ~- 
\~ t"-' Yeah. But also, I think what happened was that Relikhana was the one 
\ who, I guess had the ... no that he didn't put up with an incredible 

~ ~f'- amount of that kind of stuff over the years, but he was finally the 
\~ one, where he finally reached a point where he decided he didn't like 
~ that any more. He wo~d stand up to her, and say, don't treat me like 

that. I've done a good day's work, and so forth, and probably what 
happened was that he talked back to her, and she got really angry' 
at him. That's probably what lead to the gun pulling. 

How old was he, David? 

He was about 37, 36 or 37. he had five (?) kids. 

HH. The story from the African Wildlife Foundation, was that he had 
been beaten to death. 

The African Wildlife Foundation said that? 

HH. yes. 

DW. I heard fron a very good reputable source in Rowanda, that's what 
happened. From someone whojreally would know. 

HH. When you came back in April, and the staff was confiding in you 
about the goings on, did they say anything else that was irregular, 
or odd? 

DW. There was one thing I wanted to tell you. They told me, partly 
out of concern for themselves, one person actually one day told me, 
a number of things; but what he told me was, that I should be very 
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DW. careful, not only of what I say, which I was starting to realize, 
from talking with him, and from Jean-Pierre, and other people, and 
to be very careful what I write, and not to write anything about all this 
business in letters I sent home, or to anyone in the States or Europe . . ru \ Because I my mail was going out by way of the procurer's off ice. A camp 'JSIV'.L >tJr worker told me this. He said that he kn e w that the guy who was handling 
my mail, and taking it to the post office, was ordered that he was to 

V:,,}J take Karisoke mail to the legal authorities so that they could read it. 
~ '\}.)~ \)""J They were all, of course, worried that I might unwittingly get them 
~\}J__"__ all in trouble, but also worried for me. It was clear, for his sake 
~ i)"-" and mine, that I don't write anything about it. Please. 

~~(~Jf-'HH Well they certainly couldn't have accused you, you weren't in ~~¥,- th~ coun~ry., were you? 

'(~~ell, I was a suspect. 

~ You were? 

~

~ 'rt was a sign of the high quality logic of some whole investigation 
,\11..J that one of their scenarios was that, I had, before I left, P? id 
~ people to kill her while I was out of the country, so that I could then 
~ ~ •~come back and take over Kasrisoke, the second part aobut it, is that 

~ .... I've come back and t.a k e n over the place to keep it going, but that was 
fl ,\~ only because there was a need for someone to do that. That's another \~u)~11\l whole complicated situation. The reason for some people to be willing 
n .• w·y to t.h i rik that I was that before I left the country, and while I was 
YJ"" ~II.. still at Karisoke, um, I went to visit several of the Ka r i s o ke workers 

~- at home. I did so, because they're friends of mine, and I wanted to 
~ ~ee where they lived, and their families. It was a big event to go 
-_lf"' visit them, and unfortunately, for reasons that I think are just 
\Ji'\ partially the Rowandan culture, but also has to do 1Ji th their colonial 
.h herit~g~, which was not a very good one, people faun~ it impo~sible. 

2 to beilieve that I would have done that out of a motive of friendship. 
so, that, once this horrible event happened, that became some sort of 
evidence. They couldn't think that, oh, I did it (visiting them) because 

~ these guys are my friends. They thought there had to be some deeper 
~ ;motive for this. So that's the reason that I wa s a suspect for this, 

despite the fact I wasn't there, and had been gone for months. which 
was something about the whole business that really upset me. 

V
- ~ Did you read Wayne's piece in Discover magazine yet? 

~- r saw it last night. I thought that it was pretty fair, and I think 
that my opinion is is that it's basically honest. My opinion is that 
of course, Wayne has nothing to do with it, at all. Also I read it, 
and the portrait of Dian that emerges has some ... parts of it, I think 
are accurate and fair, and other partsof it, I think Wayne was trying 
to put his relationship with her in its best light, and not wanting to 
critisize her at all. I think that in all honesty, that if he hadn't 
been declared to be her murderer, that he would be a little more critical 
of her. 

Well, I wonder how they got on. 

I think they got~ any single male got on with her. In fact, 
we t~1is a lot. It was very similar, to s~ the first 
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DW. time I was there with her, and there was a time when she was just 
impossible or uncommunicative, and the times when she would get an~ry 
and upset would pass, and she would act like they hadn't happened. 
And if you acted like they hadn't happened, things were fine again. 
That w~ typical. ---- would she have openly humiliated him, as she did some people in the 
past? 

It's quite possible. 

Did he ever remark on that? 

Not really. He said they had occaissional arguements, she said things 
to him that were quite unjusitfied. 

There was no outstanding episode where she just tore him apart, in 
front of other people. 

No, not that I remember. 

HH. He mentioned this business about her having his hair. I found that 
interesting and odd that he would raise it. 

He raised it in the article because it had been raised before. 

Oh really? Who raised it? 

People Magazine, for one thing, last year. That came up So I'm sure he 
knew that it had already been put into print. 

He was answering that, eh. He said that hair, and he maintained the 
hair was not his hair. 

DW. I don't know abbut the hair in the envelope business. What I know 
aobut the hair in Dian's hands, is that people from the U.S.Embassy 
went up there, and said, yes, there was hair in her hand. I don't 
know if it was both hands. There was business aobut two different colours 
of hair, being one in each hand. When that came out in the trial, that 
the first I ever heard abbut that. Wh\ I heard before was that there 
was hair in her hands, it looked like her hair, and you should contact 
the State Department aobut this, because I was told by s~e 
Embassy that they got some of it, and had the-_l?Br fook...,.a t it. 

Well, if they did, they ain't talkin' because I asked them about it. 
They told me that she had hair in both hands, though. 

I don't know. 

What I did, David, was I got NMbaho, and I had a Rowandan translate it 
for me into a tape recorder, the account of the judgement. In the judge 
raent it was said that there was hair in both hands, and it said also 
that the hair had been anaylized in France, and that it was her hair in 
her left hand, and somebody else's hair in her right hand. 

I don't know if that evidence collaborated or not with the analysis 
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HH. Well then I went down to Rurengari, after I'd seen you, I went 
back to nairobi, as I was leaving I got this interview with Kathleen 
Austin, the morning I was going, and I got a very unco-operative 
response, and then Hoffman was very uncooperative. 

~ She ha.E12-ens t0 he very_ uncoooerati ve. 

~~HH. I said, you know an Amer:c~n citizen was killed here, murdered, 
~ and it would seem to me that whatever information that could be 

made available on it, would be helpful.ANd he said, if you want to 
go talk to the Minister of Justice, go talk to them. So, as it turned 
out, I had heard about a Belgian named, Ren~ duWolf, who is the white 
Belgian advisor to the minister of Justice, and I called him. And 
he siad, "I'll get you the Minister of Justice." I was leaving for 
Nairobi that morning, and I said that if he could get me to see him, 
come back. I left, and called from Nairobi, and he said, yes, he thought 
he could. So I came back, and when I got in on Friday afternoon, the 
minister of justice was up on the Ugandan border with the president, 
and he siad, I can't get you to him, but I can get you to see the 
procurator, or somebody down there. So he went down with me and 
translated for me, but we didn't see the procurator, we saw the advocate 
general, who sits on the appeals tribunal who was going to hear the 
appeal. Did you know there was going to be an appeal? 

I knew there was an appeal process, I didn't know there was going to be 
one. 

HH. Well, he presides over that process, apparently. He submitted to my 
interview for about an hour by this other guy. I simply went down 
everything that NMbahvlo had said, which included the fact that there 
was an analysis in France, of the hair. Well, that's in the files, and 
of course the files weren't available, and I said, well is it possible 
that I can learn what's in there. And he said, oh yes, it's a 
public record, adn it will be in the judgement, and the judgment has 
to be made public. So I said, can I get a copy of it, adn Ren~ duWolf 
said, write me ,and I'll send you a copy. So I've written, and now I'm 
awaiting that. But in the meantime, what seems crazy, is that if there 
was a specimen of Wayne McGuire's hair around, and there was somebody'~ 
elses hair in the right hand, it ought to be a perfectly simple matter 
to compare those two specimens. 

Well, one of the very murky issues. I was told, in as many words by 
the U.S. Embassy, they told me that they have some of that hair, and 
they've had it analyzed by the FBI, and the result was that the FBI 
was not willing to say, with one of the presents(?) this was certainly 
Dian's hair, what they said was, we cannot rule out the possibility that 
this is Dian's hair. Which is their way of hedging saying we can't 
be 100% certain. It's almost certainly her hair that was in her hand. 
I have never heard anything about a second kind of hair, of another 
colour being in her hand, until, after the trial, they put out their 
evidence, and they said, yes, her hair was in one hand, but, somebody 
else's hair was in the other hand, and it was Wayne McGuire's hair. 
I wouldlove to know what the people in France actually have to say 
about it. 
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HH. Let me see if I have my notebook right here, my interview 
with Kathleen Austin, because,"We examined the body. She was lying 
on the floor next to the bed. The doctor examined her thouroughly, 
there was a blow from a machete right across her face, vertically 
down by her eye. She'd been hit in the back ofthe head as well, several 
times. There was little blood, some behind her head, of course. I 
understand head ~~x blows bleed more prefusely than any other part of 
the body.(That's me, H.) Kate: That's my understanding, too. There was 
surprisingly little blood. Austin said there was an empty gun beside 
her on the floor, but no clip, as reported earlier. She had hair 
clutched in each of her hands.'' Then Nmvaho says that, and Nrnvaho says 
it was her hair in the left hand, and somebody else's in the right. 

DW. Well, as I said, I had never heard anything about there being two 
kinds of hair. They published some toher evidence after the trial. 

Well, where was that hair of McGire's in the envelope? Did anybody 
know? 

No, I don't think so. 

HH. Incidentally, did you know of any events, where she had deliberatly 
or thought that she had hexed or caused blacl< magic to be perforoed 
on somebody? Or she caused a spell? 

DW. That's somewhat of an ambigous question because, ... 

I know she used that stuff to intimadate, but did she ever seriously 
think that she was using it for- 

I couldn't tell you exactly. No, as I'm aware, no, but I couldn't tell 
you how much Dian herself, whether she believed or she thought she was 
able to call on any powers. As I say, not that I'm aware of, but 
she knew that other people believed in such powers. 

HH. Well, why on earth would she have Wayne's hair in an envelope 
then? 

Beats me! I really don't know. I mean that whole side of things .. 

How much did Wayne sit down with you and let his hair down, so to speak? 
About all this? 

A good bit. 

What did he think? And what do you think? 

Quite honestly, I don't know . And I'm afraid that we'll probably 
never know. 

Did Wayne have any theories? 

t It's much the same for him. I don't think, that he really knew, or 
had any .... there were various possiblities, but I just have no 

/'·J;ompelling reason to think of one or the other, or anything. My 
::}rpersona~ opinion is that Wayne didn't knill her. And I will a Lw ay s 

l} be convinced that Relikhana had nothing to do with it. Both for 
\,f\ certain substantial (circumstantial?) reasons, but also because I 

I;\ ~ don't think he is the kind of person who would have done that. 
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DW. I don't know. I still find it quite possible that it was the 
poachers' revenge. That either it was some poacher acting on his 
own, or it was somebody paid off by one of those guys in prison, 

' who was caught by people working for Dian. It's very possible, urn, 
,~ and I wa s a bit dismayed by how little attention the Rowandans paid 

~~~0~o that possiblity. 

~~~What about the allegation that there was a CIA pistol involved, 
r(~~nd that she had somm~ CIA contact? 

;--V. ~v Yeah, we heard that, we all had a good laugh over that one ... first 
J \ of all , of course the CIA is in Rowanda, they're everywhere. But, 

I can't see that they would have been interested in Karisoke, or 
anyone in Karisoke, or, Dian. Dian had her own network of spies up there, 

/.

I' \ l' S "'7, she w a s interested in poachers, and she had no contact, really with 
\../!~ the important political events. Or in Zaire. I don't think the CIA would 

have had any interest in Karisoke. The CIA has a history of trying 
to approach people like anthropologists, for research in parts of the 
worldlike that. But, people who are working with other people, and 
who are liable to pick up political developments, are not people who 
are off in the middle of the forest, studying these animals. I don't 
know why they came up with that. 

HH. Well, they said they gun was a CLA gun. 

DW. Yes, but they said something like it had that stamped on it. 
I think they came up with that as some sort of wild venture, you know, 
"okay, we've got the american murderer, now we'll really nail down 
the case, in the eyes of world opinion, we'll reaveal to them also, that 
she was a CIA agent" Why they did that, I don't know. 

Now, what about the box of papers, this is another thing they site, 
two boxesin fact? 

First of all, there weren't any original research notes. Because 
Dian hadn't done any original research in a long, long time. Secondly, I 
don't think there is any sequal to "Gorillas in the Mist". 

well, they didn't even make that allegation in the judgement. Taey just 
said there were two boxes of documents ... 

DW. They also said something about two empty boxes that had had 
documents. One thing that Wayne said, was he had gone into her outhouse, 
and had taken a couple of cardboard boxes, because he needed boxes in whic 
to store some things. (the boxes he took were empty). Now, I know 
there were cardboard obxes in there, because Dian did store empty boxes 
in her outhouse. Now in terms of these boxes, Wayne had been allowed . 
to take alot of things out her house, he had taken a lot of~ sc1~~,r,~ 
re-prints , maps of the park and the study area. 

Well, then that sounds like a set up, because they had alleged that 
he didn't have documents and then all of a sudden he did. 

Whether they are just confused or whether they set him up, or what, or 
whether did go into the house and took more things, I don't know. 
But he had been allowed to tak~ things out of the house. Also, what 
I had thought was, among things taken, by the Rowandans from Wayne's 
house, when they went up and searched his house, and took him off for 
questioning, 
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DW. were these long term summaries. But when I was allowed into the 
house for a couple of hours, two weeks ago. In Dian's house. Two people 
from the Embassy, and two people from the ORTPN (?), I was very 
surprised to find among the summaries, in the bookshelf where they 
had been kept. And Wayne hadn't had the summaries, and the justice 
people hadn't confiscated them from Wayne. They were sitting right 
there in her house. 

What was it about the keys? 

Again different stories from difierent people. He was handed the 
keys by someone at some point after they had come up and gone in the 
house or sommething. But one person in one branch of the Rowandan 
government handed him the keys, then someone else said, "Oh, you can't 
have them, put them back." So they got them back, but then, it turned out, 
immediately, that some of them were missing. Transfer (?) when 
someone from the Embassy gave me the keys, I had them for some peroid 
of time, and then someone else said, "oh, you must give them back 
to us." In the meantime, a couple of the keys went missinng. (I don't 
understand this last sentance.ch) So then the keys were found 
behind his desk, (Wayne's) and what they claimed was that he had stolen 
them and hidden them, and what he said was that there were a whole bunch 
of keys, a whole lot of keys, several key rings, a handful, adn when 
using them, some of them had simply fallen. Which is plausible, I had 
been given the same bunch of keys, I had been givvn them by people in the 
U.S. Embassy, and the Rowandans said immediately ''Wait a minute! YOU 
use them yet." And took them back. I had a handful of keys on my belt 
for about ten seconds, and it's possible that he did (lose them.). 

And they also intercepted one of his letters. 

They read them all. 

Do you know the letter that they intercepted that they qupted from? 

Yeah, I had in fact gotten a letter, or a copy of a letter, very much 
like that. It may have been exactly that letter last year, when I was 
in the States that Wayne wanted to let me know what was going on, what 
he thought. 

What did he say in that letter? 

I don't remember.Except he talks about what had happened that night, 
and some of the things that had gone on in the investigation since. 
He made that statement about the two men that apparently went into her 
house and l<illed her. He also said I think it was in the same letter, 
I think it was in the same letter that he said he tohought they were doing 
a lousy job on the investigation. When he later found out that they had 
been reading his mail, he was of course upset by that, but also was 
able to crack a joke, he said, "At least maybe they won't suspect me if 

seeif I say that their doing a lousy job on the investigation." Why 
would a murderer write that. 

Tell me the sequence of events of Wayne @etting out. I was told by 
I thinl< Bill Weber told me this. He told me that Carl Hoffman came up 
and told him that they were going to indicte him. This surprised him, he 
didn't expect this. 
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DW. I guess we all, were, he and I and Amy andBill and Jean-Pierre. 
we all knew but didn't want to accept, that it could happen. 

To any of you. 

To any of us. We knew that they had been thinking in that way, but none 
of us really expected it to happen. 

Did they question Bill and Amy? 

They finally questioned Amy, long after Wayne was gone, some time in 
August, after having asked the Rowandans alot of questions about her 
for months. And they asked questions about me, and Jean-Pierre, and 
Wayne. but except for the incident with Wayne when they questioned 
him specifically, they had no interest in talking with the white 
people. 

So what happened after Hoffman told- 

Well, Bill probably would have given you a more accurate version of 
what happened after Wayne reached Kigali, because I wasn't there, 
but what happened after that, was Carl said, this was on Saturday that 
he came up, he said why don't you coDe down to Kigali Monday morning. 
He didn't offer to take him back, he just said why don't you come 
down Monday morning, I'll see you in the Embassy. So the next day Wayne 
spent in camp, trying to pack some things up and get psychologically 
ready to go. The next Monday morning he and Jan Reford and I all 
went down the hill together. Jan and I went partly to say good bye to 
him, but also I needed to meet Jean-Pierre and come with him, and also 
there were some people, a bunch of new directors, and tourists that were 

I due to show up that day, I wanted to try to meet with them.But anyways, 
~ we all came down together, and Wayne waited around for a while ... , ~.!P Jean-Pierre didn't want to offer hima ride to Rurengari. I didn't 

{JJ11"1 .iJJ-1 have a car at the time. So he got a ride with one of the tourists and he #-ulf. ~ left. ~ 

r. ~Q~hy didn't Jean-Pierre want to give him a ride? He didn't want to v . ~ ' get nailed himself? 

v•~AJY V Yeah. Arid that was the last time that I saw him. What I heard after that 
~-.;!_ 

1 

was he went to Kigali, I think he might have stayed with a couple 
&f~ some place. 

().,- 

1, 

}.>. He didn't stay at the Embassy though. '-~r~ No. And the Embassy was not- the Embassy did what was proper, but they 
~nN\ 1 'tfO, made it very ~ear that t~ey weren't going to go out of their way for 
N"' fiJl1 him, and do him any special favors. 

~ Why? 

~~'~Why? I don't know. I suppse that they can't be critisized for that, 
\:("" because they don't have to do any more than re~ulations, although 

·A.pr we were all quite upset by that. That they weren't doing r.iore. Also, 
v)v it was hard for me to accept; I had seen them so many times, and they 

hda done so many favors for Dian, just go out of their way for Dian, and 

~~~l~~~' the one who could help Dian the most. And they 
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DW. Kept her 1n the country several tiDes, when she could have been 
thrown out. It just .. 

r heard the present Arnbassedor is a very ineffectual man. 

That's what I've heard. I haven't had much personal contact with 
hi~, but that's what everybody says. 

HH. How long has Hoffman been there? 

A bit more than three years. So he got there, and he waitec around to 
be arrested, and nothing happened and nothing happened, he talked with 
the Embassy some more, 

He was waiting to be arrested? 

Yeah! 

You raean that's why he vent? 

Yeah, he left Karisoke 11ith the intention of going through with 
it, of being arrested. He left all of his things at Karisol<e, he 
took one backpack, with a few books and some clothes in it. But nothing 
happened, and also the Embassy wasn't being very helpful,,,! t~ink 
it got to be extreoely uncomfortable. People began to suggest to him 
Ufa t he c-ouldl%.ave Actually what he said in the magazine article, 
was the most detailed account. In the article he siad that he thought 
it was a good thing to say,(the tape has been turned over here, I 
missed a sentance. ch.)I guess, thnking that it might be intercepted, 
or something like that Although at the tine, I thought that was he 
did was so difficult based on the fact that this ahd happened and 
his work was finished. 

The advocate generaltold me, that throgh the appeals phase, which 
1asts three months, he was himself unceratin as to when that phase 
wuold begin and when it ended, although it's still going on now. 
Wayn2 coul~ send a lawyer to argue his case, and not have to be there 
himself. Were you aware of that? 

No. I uas aware that very specificaly at the trial itself, his presence 
1vas required, that he could come with a lawyer, but he couldn't send 
a lawyer. 

HH. His ?resence was not required for the appeal, according to this 
man. Which is quite interesting I thought. Also, he could have had a 
Belgian or French lawyer come stand for him, rather than having to have 
only a Rowandan lawyer. 

At the trial, yes, he could - but at the trial they wouldn't have acce 
pted only a lawyer. :;: don't k n ow , it s e erns to me, t.h a t the ca~;e was 
nailed shut a long time ago, as far as the Rowandans were concerned. 
Te cuestion is whether the presiden ,mute his 
sentance . ....___ 

You're going to go back March lst? Where 2re you going to be after 
Chicago? 

J;o going to Chicago en Friday, a~d I'm going to AnArbor . I'll be 
h orae n e z.t Er i o ay . 
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DW. Two ye;irs aga, I ttink she re1lly had made her ultimate decision, 
to turn her back on the world of humans, to go back to Karisoke,~addl.to 
spend the rest of herlife there. At least, as long as she was physically 
able tostay there, she was going to. She wanted as little as possible 
to do with the rest of the world. But I wouldn't say that meant any 
fundamental change in her personality; the culmination of a long, long 
process, i.e. turning her back on the restof the world, and sealing 
herself up in the world up there. She was already pretty much there by 
the first time I saw her. 

Pretty muchinto that obsession, you mean? 

Yeah. That, I have my own little world here, and I don't need anything 
else. 

What drove herinto that world, do you think? 

Well, according to Alex Schuller (?), it was her relationship with her 
step father and her mother. 

What did he know about that? 

I guess he talked with Ann and other people who really told about her 
parents not being very nice to her, and this business of her not 
being able to eat dinner with the family until she was fourteen and 
all that. There's probably truth in that, it sounds like ... 

I've seen that published elsewhere, but did Richard Price say anything 
because I haven't interviewed h~m. 

I'm not certain, I'm saying this kind of half jokingly, but also, 
I know she did have a very difficult relationship with her parents, 
from the few things I ever heard her say about her mother, my only 
impression was, #1, her mother never cared about what she did here, 
the work that she did, #2, Dian always wanted her mother to care, 
and it hurt her that she didn't. That was about the extent I knew. 

HH. I heard that her parents tried to come up and see her, and she wouldn't 
let them come up. Did you ever hear that? 

DW. No, I don't know. 

Do you NNOW anything about her natural father committing suicide? 

I have only learned that in the last year. I think Alex might have 
told us. Anyway, I thinkkprobably alot of her, her estrangement from the 
world did come a lot from this bad relationship with her parents. Difficult 
period growing up. 

What about her own romantic disapointments? 

I don't know any of the details about that, although, certainly, it had 
to play sorntrole in it. 

There are at least five who told me about sexual advances towards them. 
Does this surprise you? 



-2- 

DW. No. In fact when Curry~ (?) was here, he told us in this 
very strange way, almost as if he didn't realize what he was talking 
about, oh, she had seemed so lonely, and she'd been stroking bits of 
hair with her fingers, and things like that. It was strange. 

HH. That was recognized by others as being an invitation. 

My own idea, with out, having even known anything about her 
relationships with her parents, or her romantic life, or anything, 
was that Dian was someone who had never felt very comfortable in the 
world of human beings. And it never(she) had ever been able to have 
close satisfying relationships with other people, and to share things, 

.J really emotionally share her life. Dian could be very generous, 

~

t generous materially, like she was with the Rowandans up there. When a 
,..t,J. Z) new person would arrive in camp, she would give them a whole lot of 
~.~food, all sorts of little presents, and give us all Christmas presents, 
~ at least with the ones who were still getting along, and things like 

that. But she couldn'~ rP~rh n11t ~nd sh~r~ things emotionally. At least 
~O.~ this was very difficult for her. I think that as she stayed there, 
~ a longer and longer time, it became more and more difficult for her, 

to do that, to have emotional contact with other humans. Also I think. 
I have no idea, I couldn't say how conscious a decision this was,____!_. 
think what happened was that, she really tried to substitute gorillas 
for humans in her life. 

You think that's the heart of the obsession she had? 

Yeah, I think so. I think she truly loved animals, she truly loved the 
gorillas, she was, at least until the last few years, truly selflessly 
dedicated to'them, towards the end she became a little more obsessed 
with herself, her own being able to stay there, not so much with 
gorillas. But at least until the last years of her life, I wouldn't 
question at all her true love and dedication to animals and to 
gorillas most of all. But, at the same time, she teally tried to make 
them into a substitute, more than they could possibly be. I say yes, 
we have real social relationships with them. But I always feel, at least 
to myself, I have to follow them by saying, but, we think alot more 
about them.:iand we have alot more affection for them than they do for us. 
You have tLfemember that. 

Did you ever hear the story, told to me by one researcher, that she 
took her clothes off in the presence of a group? 

No. I don't know about that. 

Well, it stops there. 

I really think, to me, that the traget of Dian's life, is that, she 
wished that she could be a gorilla~ Or, at least, she really wished 
that she could be accepted by the gorillas as part of their grcup 
and their society, and tried to convince herself that that was what 
she had. That bhe had the gorillas as her friends. 

And nothing else mattered. 

And nothing else mattered. She didn't need people because she had the 
gorillas. That can't work, because you're a human, you're not a gorilla. 
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DW. They tolerate us, yes, and a few exceptional ones, like Shimba (?) 
th~~-_rn.a_l_~ :Ln_Group5, he likes me. He has real affection for me. 
'fie• s friendly_ to me, not aiitFle' time. ~ -~- 
HH. ~l_ikes his __ Il!2.§.t£LL_is __ th_f:'..!:_~~~~erent relationship there? 

Oh, yes. Very different. First of all because it's a wild animal. 
A dog has been selected to like you. It's bred to like you; the gorillas 
haven't. We have to go to them on their own terms. Dogs are already 
on our terms. We go to the gorillas on their terms, and to be accepted 
like that, and to be shown real affection is just extraordinairy. 
By this wild animal, you have to even remind yourself that this is a 
wild animal, he has no goodrbason to like me. 

Somebody said that that's a real compliment. 

Oh yes! It's extraordinairy. 

How does he show his affection for you? 

He'll come and he'll sit next to me, and lean on me, and throw his 
arm around me, on my shoulder. 

HH. There's a wonderful picture of Peter Veit embracing a gorilla, 
in National Geographic. Is that the same thing? 

• h »: Probably. But it's only <Frith a few of them. Most of them, even those 
~ ~.~ who touch you, it's not really showing a~fection, more curiosity, 
v- ~ and acceptance, which makes you, when you realize that, then you 
.jr- see how more extraordinairy it is when a few of them are really 

affectionate. But even then, yourealize it's notlike, the way he 
behaves with the other gorillas. I say this about Dian, and I came 
to that conclusion about her, and the real tragedy of her life was 
that she tried to substitute gorillas for people and tried to say that 
she didn't need people, she didn't need humans because she had 
gorillas. But even she knew that that wasn't really true. The gorillas 
would not accept her as another gorilla. So therefore, that left her 
nowhere. She wasn't really in the world of humans and she couldn't 
be in the world of gorillas. I think, without even having known much 
about Dian's past, basing that on what I saw of her and on my own 
relationship with her, I think I came to that conclusion because I 
could see a certain amount of that in myself, too. Especially the first 
time that I was here, when I left here, it was with hte very strong 
realization, of how important my friends and my family were to me. 
Of how strong a desire that I had to make more of my relationships with 
them. It made an immense difference in my life. I realized I was 
someone who was a lttle bit like Dian, who had been happy enough to 
come to Karisoke and live in a situation where most people wouldn't 
want to live. Not just because there's no films to go to, and bars to 
go to in the evening,that sort of thing. But because there's so few 
people there. You have to be alone so much, and keep yourself entertained. 
But it's more than keeping yourself entertained, you have to be able 
to get along without much social contact. There's a certain strength in 
being able to do that, but there are also certain weaknesses, which is 
that you're afraid of that social contact, and you're not comfortable 
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DW. with it. It's easy for you to do without it, because life is 
easier that way, you don't have to deal with it, and you don't have 
to deal with those feelings of discomfort. I saw some of that 
in myself. After having known the gorillas, my life with people is 
very different. I looked at Dian, and I thought, that str..e.ak that I 
saw in myself rnus'c·11"avebeen stronger- iJLDi an. Rather than ca tch__herself 
at....:.._a cer301n__ri0Tnt, - like after· a ye-~r a_n~ _<:_~ and say, okay, :iow 
it_'s t1me___l.Q_g.Q_~k to the world_oL_J;:leople, and dQ__rnore with them, 
a~something OfITiY:-iife with people, she never mad~ ~hatiurnaround. 
She just stayed_J)ere. -- 
You feel that need in yourself? 

Yes. 

Are you more sensative to that now, on the time that you have spent 
doing this, do you feel consciously, that you have caused yourself 
to do? 

Well, I would say, at least for some people, and to some extent for 
myself, that yes, you have to try to be aware of that. It can be bad to 
stay there. You can get in too deep. I think Dian got in so deep, 
she could never turn around and come out again. 

How much do you think this is just a question of imposed solitude, 
or how much of it is just the gorilla experience? 

It's hard to say, some of it is imposed solitude, but it is self-imposed 
solitude. I think what makes the self-imposed solitude of Karisoke 
bearable, but also what makes it so compelling is that you have the 
gorillas. They are these wonderful, extraordinairy beings, and I've 
always felt so priviledged to be able to work there, to know them 
and to watch their lives. 

Has it caused you to see people differently? 

Urn. well, in some ways it's caused me to see people differently 
intellectually, just because of what I've learned about gorilla 
behaviour, or about modes o~understanding, explaining behaviour in 
non humans, the main difference personally, has been what I've been 
saying about realizing how important these animals become to us. And 
how much you love them, really. They become such an important part 
of your life, and you're so caught up in their life; we would sit around 
in the evenings, not Dian, Dian didn't want to do this, but say, Arny aand 
Bill and I , or Yuri Kess (?) and I, and just talk about some scientific 
aspects of gorillas' behaviour, but also talk about, Oh. Maggie did 
this! Pablo did that today! 

How would you see people differently? 

Then you come away from that, and you realize people are like this 
too, but you don't just have to be an observor, or to a very slight 
extent a participent in life with other people, you're part of it. 
It's your society. I think it was a combination of the solitude, plus 
becoming so caught up in the gorillas' life, and their relationships 
with each other, that made me realize how important my relationships 
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DWwith other people were. I had a very conscious desire that when I 
left Karisoke that, from now on, I wanted my life to be different, 
I wanted to go back and have the same kind of relationship I had 
with the gorillas with my family. To be more intimately involved with 
them, I wanted to be more satisfyed emotionally with them. 

HH. The opposite of what Dian's direction had taken. 

Yeah. 

Did you find that that was something attainable to you when you 
went back? 

Yeah. Getting off the subject of Dian, I could go farther, but still, 
it was a very important ... I think that without having that combination 
of solitude of Karisoke and a great distance away from the other people 
in my life, and seeing the gorillas and getting to know them, (I) 
probably wouldn't have made that effort. That I wouldn't have seen 
my life in a new perspective. 

HH. The National Geographic stopped funding her in 1984. She said that 
they stopped funding because she had no behaviour studies going on 
in the camp and she felt therefore unjustified in requesting more 
money. 

That's a question you would have to ask National Geographic. I don't 
know what they say, but I have heard that their discreet removing 
themselves from the situation was because of all the history of 
problems there, they just decided, okay , enough is enough, we don't 
want to be involved anymore. 

She was opening other people's mail up there, correct? 

Probably. 

Did she open yours? 

Probably. 

You surmise this, but you don't know it for a fact? 

I don't know it for a fact. I know things got through; several times 
she knew contents of things I wrote to the Leakey Foundation. But 
she had friends in the Leakey foundation, who might have written her, 
saying David Watts says this and that and that! I don't know where 
the information came from. 

Where do Bill and Amy live in Kigali now? 

Across from the Libyan People's Bureau. You'd have to ask directions. 
As a matter of fact, when I went bac there in 1984, I took a whole 
pile of reading mate:ial along. I guess my personal politics, most 
Americans would consider fairly radical, but I don't consider myself a 
Marxist, and I don't think I ever would, but for one thing, another 
thing that happened as a result of being in Rowanda, was that I 
came back with a very different perspective of the world, and how 
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DW.the rest of the world lives. It was really an eye opener to 
be here, and when I got back to the States, i made a real effort to 
meet alot of things that I hadn't paid any attention to before. To 
learn about different political perspectives from the standard 
American ones I'd been brought up with, and it's been an ongoing 
process. When I came back here in '84, I brought along with a pile of 
scientific books, a few things including the Marx Engals Reader. 
And Dian proclaimed she never went into other people's houses, so, 
once when she went into my house, thereafter I was known as a Marxist. 
The reason I took it, I actually never got around to reading it at 
Karisoke, was that I had never read any Marx, and I felt terribly 
ignorant. As it says in the preface of the book, here is a philosophy 
which has been probably the most important development of the 
last two hundred years, most Americans don't know the first thing about 
it. I decided that's exactly true, I want to know something about 
what the real stuff is supposed to be. So I took it there, thin)cing 
in ny spare time, of which I had very, very little, I wouldtry to 
read some of it. I never got around to it, but Dian decided I was a 
Marxist. 

(tape over.) 

DW. I'll try to remember his name. My own opinion of itis probably 
alot of what's called poisoning is organic illness that people 
don't understand, and this is their traditional explanation of it. 
But probably, there is, I don't know what percentage, but some substantial 
amount of it is actually poisoning. Certainly there are ethno-graphic 
records, very elaborate mediapharmicology (?)here, of both medicinal 
and poisonous plants. This is very real. Alot of the medicinal plants 
really do have a beneficial effect, and the poisonous plants really 
are poisonous. People could use the poison of them. 

Are these things available commercially? 

No, no. 

So it's through folk ritual? 

Yes, it's very much traditional behaviour. This man is at the University 
of Virginia. He st~d~ed.mostly down atjButari, and several places in 
the country. Butar1 1s 1n Rowanda, in the south. I'll try to remember 
his name for you. Anyway, so, he's in anthropology at the UVA. He 
just left here about a year and a half ago. He wasn't on faculty, 
he was a graduate student. 

So I've had very , very many talks, with people who work at 
Kari s ok e , park guards, come to me and say, "I 1 ve been poisoned. " Or, 
"My family has been poisoned." There's a lot of this. And I've also 
talked with the men out of concern for them, a number of times, about 
do ~ou get threatened by people because of your association with 
Kar1soke? For most of. them, I don't think they see any real problem 
normally but, if they were say, going to a bar, and there was somebody 
there like a poacher, and everybody knows this guy's a poacher, and 
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DW. he knows who they are, then they could at least be verbally 
threatened. The men who work for me now, who used to work for Dian 
doing anti-poacher work, they're official Karisoke employees, but 
they're not park employees, they're not guards. They can't be, they 
don't have the qualifications, the education, the backround. But they're 
the best at the job. They've told me, "Yeah, they aren't people who 
wouldn't stoop to try to give us boys, they don't like what we do." 
As for Dian, herself, I have abseloutley no idea whether she actually 
tried to do any of this to anyone. 

You mean seriously? 

Seriously. 

Geldikas intimated once that she did. 

Beruthe has said that, but I don't know whether she has anything other 
than her own ideas to go on. Whether she really knew anything about 
Dian. 

The thing that Kelly said was she had had her hair cut, and she left 
some hair lying around, and Dian yelled at her, about letting it be 
picked up, because they couod use it. 

I have never had anything like that happen, but certainly Dian, as I've 
said, she would do that herself to people whom she knew believed in 
this. For example, one story that I heard, I don't know whether you've 
seen any documentation about this, but I've been told it by several 

~ • ../'- people, and I certainly believe it, is that once when a poacher 
-~·A was caught, she gave the guy some barbituates, or something. That would 

have a very noticable effect on him, he would realize something 

t- · "I took you mind away.· Next time, I won't give it back." 
him, 

What was the source of this? Was this in the Vanity Fair piece? 

It might have been reported to Chermatol(?). One sourcemight have 
been Sandy and Kelly. The men at Karisoke told me this as w 11. That 
she gave medicine to some o unny tings to him. 

was this given by injection? 

It might have been in something to drink, it wouldn't have been 
an injection. 

HH. Somebody actually mentioned that she injected in the vains of some. 

DW. I don't think so. 

r only came across this in a secondary source. 

seeing in whatever secondary source it was, was the first time I 
ever heard about it. That make me think that it never happened. It 
have _haI?pened anyway, because sh~ever wanted to co somethi:::Qg th~t 
would kill someone. She would want to frighten somone, and even whip 
Sith nettles, and hurt them phys_i.~ally ... She did. A number of rimes, 
but she certainly didn't want to kill someone. 

Did she throw a rope over a rafter? 

them 
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DW. Again. I don't lcnow the particulars leading up to it, I think that 
well, Curry Lindall came up to Karisoke, spent several days there. 
She ignored the rest of us who were there, basically, and stayed only 

~.tJI with Dian and talked only with her. And (she) decided the rest of us 
~·~u 1 weren't important enough to bother with. Jaffman had come up to ask 

.i f he could talk to Dian to do his journalism. He was eventually- 
~ he was told he was not welcome at Karisoke, but she did consent to meet 

Pr him in Rurengari, for over lunch or something. And he did get to talk 
~JI"., with her a little. Sandy- she behaved as much as she could, as if he wasn't 
v.'.J here, and didn't want to see him at all. I happened to come to Rurengari 

with her~when she met Jaffman; because I had been up there for a 
couple of months and it was time to take a break, and I had the chance 
to go to Kigali with Jaffman and Sandy, I had a ride withthem, so I 
came down. Talked with them a bit in the morning, went into Rurengari, met 
with Dian, who was cordial to Jaffman and sat talking with him a while, 

~}" and refused to acknowledge Sandy's presence. Didn't speak to him at all. 
cJY" Sandy just shrugged his shoulders. 

· DW. According to Richard Barnes. I believe Richard. He said he was 
there and he saw it happen, in fact it was one of the reasons he 

~»v_·J' decided to leave. 

~~ He also spoke to her about it, and told her not to do it. 

~ .r-,; /' ~ fJl'Q;f. Yeah. 

~ were you there when the Harcourt, Brian Jeffman, Kerry Lindall visit 
occured? Can you give me your version of what happened there? 

How much was the check they brought? 

I have no idea. 

Didn't they bring up a check for the contribution of .. 

No, I know that that was getting started then, the Mountain Gorilla 
Project was getting started. I don't know where the meeting for lunch 
at Rurengari was, I don't think it was here, I don't remember exactly 
where it was. 

Where else could you eat lunch here? 

It seeems to me that they didn't actually eat lunch, they just sat 
outside somewhere and talked for about an hour. I don't remembih- 

~exactly where it was. ---. 



Dw. With Jaffman, she didn't vlike talking with journalists, because 
she was bothered by people, but she thought that now, since she had said 

' \v)- yes, she would be as cordial as possible, and she was nice to him. 
N~Tried to answer all his questions. 

b What was your impression of Harcourt him for the first time? 

I can't say I got to know him 

Di d you fee l_e m_b.a.LeB.Sm.e.n:t__f or him lJ..D_d e..r:..___t_h_e_s_e_, c i r cums tan c es ? --=------ ---- 
Yeah, a little. I wasn't that surprised by Dian's cutting him, I 
d~ it to happen, but once it did, I wasn't surprised; I knew 
how she felt about him. It was the kind of thing when it actually 
happened, it's strange and you're taken aback by it, and it was very 
awkward, but at the same time, I knew how she felt about him, she'd 
said it a number of times. ShE;...'d say, "Oh he'Jl want peace," and she 
ev~.A£Ded me, "H_.§__'.11 steal your data!" And told me what a horrible 
person he was. 

HH. ON the 12th April, 1979, she wrote somebody she'd agreed to stop 
antipoaching efforts. Do you remember that? What was it to cause her 
to agree to stop? The reason sa~ resumed them was because of something 
that happened as a direct consequence of not having the ~ntipoaching 
patrols, something that was harmful to the gorillas . Crigler and 
others, had said t her, Look, you justcan't go out chasing these folks 
without legal authority. 

Which is also why I stopped going out with people, and why Amy stopped 
going out with people. Dina never said as much to me directly, but 
she probably said to any number of people, basically that we were either 
afraid and wouldn't do it, or that we were just so selfish we only 
cared about our doctorate dissertations. Our perspective was, maybe to 
be completely honest, it was also taking into ~sesme~the 
risk after all Ian_b:_ad been badly hurt and almost killed, so you have 
to ask yourself, do I want to take this risk? I fnink-:I would have said 
yes, no question, if I'm with an official authority, who has the 
authority to be here doing this, but what we decided was hey, we don't 
any authority, who are we to be doing this, this is not our country, 
we are not gendarmes, we're not guards and we're not going out with 
guards. If we'd been going out with people who were legally empowered, 
and doing this for arresting poachers, fine. In fact when I came back 
here, in '84 and '85, I did regularly go out with park guards. 

Did she insist on your carrying guns when you went out before? 

No. We weren't allowed to, for one thing. But anyway, Amy and I decided, 
well there should be antipoaching work done here, if they are people 
who want to work for Dian doing it, private citizens, then nobody's 
going to stop them, okay, but if we do it, and something happens, we 
could all get kicked out of here in just a few minutes, and it could 
be the end of everything. Which Dian saw as selfishness. Maybe in 
retrospect, I wi~t I had been doing more antipoaching work, maybe 

~ I could've saved~ I think it was the Lee episode that ma Dian (bJ ss.a:.rt up ag~i~tB at t~e time, i rea y was a considered decision that, ~,J},: we're not citize of this country, we're here as guests, it's a special ·r;r,; ~ p v 

~~"Voip~ 7 
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DW. Priviledge to do worl~ in this park, but we have no authority to 
go chase poachers. 

HH. Now she complied with this too, at the time? 

Yes, but quite reluctantly. It was probably the Ambassoder who got her 
to stop (antipoaching work). I think it was Lee that got it started 
again. 

Sven Weki (?) Do you know the name? How old is little Nemay? 

34, or 35. In a society which, superfacially your impression here can 
be that people are very friendly, but in fact, much as I like Rowanda, 
they're not all that friendly. They're very closed, it's hard to get to 
know people, they're not all that friendly towards each other. He is one 
of the nicest people you could hope to meet. He's really a nice guy, 
almost always very cheerful, very bright, a very inquiring mind. He's 
always been interested in gorillas and the forest. 

He's a tracker? 

Yeah, and he wants to know about their lives and askes me questions about 
Zeus and things like that. (Z. is a silverback.) He only has a sixth 
grade education, anc there have been so many times when I think what 
a tragedy, that someone like him, that his education was the only 

chance he had. He's so bright, and interested in the world. For a 
Rowandan he's quite outgoing, very friendly. He's got a wife and five 
kids, and he also looks after his mother, I know this because I went 
to visit him once and spent the night at his house and met his whole 
family. A very interesting conversation with his mother about what life 
had been like twenty or thirty years ago. 

Has it improved? 

It wasn't really in those terms, it was more memories. She was talking 
about the edge of the forest whicl)._ is now several miles away, it used 
to be right hthere. t/; ~ l:d.,.,..., I~ uyi 

DW. He's also a very responsible person. Sandy and Kelly and I, and even 
Dian, I think, always thought that if we go away from Karisoke, when 
he's up there, it's his ship. He's the person you can turn to and say, okay 
you're in charge now, you decide who goes to what group of gorillas 
day by day. You kind of look after things.I don't know what Dian's relation 
ship with him was, but I look on him as a real friend, somebody I like 
talking and joking with, but also when there's a problem at Karisoke, 
we'll talk about it, and ask his opinion. I have that close a relation 
ship with him. And all this business with the investigation, which he 
was very much caught up in. He spent some months (?) in prison. There 
are some things he doesn't want to talk about, but up to that point we 
can talk about it, I can ask him his opinion about it; of what's going 
on. He also has a confidence in me, if he thinks there's some problem 
that might arise either because of this investigation, or just in 
Karisoke in general. He feels like he can come to me and tell me quite 
frankly; if he's worried about something. So he's a very responsible~ 
person. A nice person. 

since I can't see him, what do you think his opinion of Dian was? 
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HH. He would have been there through the whole period, wuoldn't he? 

I would say, he probably had, with one exception, you can't ..Q!lt_these 
guys into a classification of _pian-hater, _o_r_Di~n-likers~ they all 
harr--c-o-mplicated feeITngs abont -Kar-:Ls..ci.ke..::-_jin.d.-a.b.om.-ni~lJ.· They all had 
Hie it hard times with Di an, they were al 1 treated demeaningly--i'.5y Dian 
at times, onn the other hand, they worked for her for a lonf, long 
time, she was always their patron. She gave them lots of presents, 
she was niCeto them.sometimes·.:------------ --------- ·- --- ··--, 

Did she ever fire him? 

No. She yelled at him alot. She'd dock him his wages for no good reason, 
she'd just happen to be in a bad mood or something. He had to put up 
with alot of that l<ind of treatment, as did everyone here.He didn't 
like it, non~em _(ij_~ _ _l3~t they also_ h a d a cert~:!:_n_lo_yal ty to ~er, 
they worked for lier for such a long time. We often talked about Dian, 
and her treatment towards him. 

What did he think about her death? Was he upset badly for her? 

That, I really can't say. I think that probably to some extent, I think 
he wasn't upset, I think he thought it was something terrible that had 
happened. I don't think he mourned her like he'd lost someone from 
his family. I als.o-..t.hj.nk he didn'thave much chance to mour_n__h_e_r:_.,,before 
he was throwI]___jn prison-;--ana-after_h.avTl1.g.-been held there for all that 
timeWith no· charges brought against him or anything, he has different 
feelings about it after that. 

Who was the one exception? 

the one exception is a guy who still works for me as the chief porter. 
He comes down here and buys the supplies twice a week. He was always 
favored by Dian, and also was her chief spy, reporting information 
to her, and asking questions about people. His name is Wkeehan deGasa 
I think he felt much more loyal to her than anyone else did. 

was he visibly upset by her death? 

Yes. He was upset. He was brought in for questioning, but not held 
in prison. He doesn't actually work in the camp, but he comes up 
twice a week to send the supplies. He benefitted alot from her, he was 
well paid, he often had some tips for probiding her with information. 
Part of it was personal feeling, but also part of it was this material 
side. He lost a good source of income. 

Who was the one who discovered her body? 

Probably Khanyogano (?), although the story was he came to Wayne· 's 
house and he said, something's wrong. Wayne couldn't understand him 
very well, but Wayne's understanding was the Khanyogano had been up 
to the house, and saw the door was open and saw that the (place) 
was a mess. He didnt' go inside and he didn't see Dian. In fact I 
didn't ask him if he actually saw her, butI suspect, that he went in 
and he saw her there dead and then ran to Wayne, and wanted Wayne 
to be the one officially who went in first. It was probably him. He 
would have gone upto her house every morning to fix her some breakfast 
and set the house in order. Take hot water into her, that sort of thing. 
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HH. Did any of them tell you about the day or last couple of 
days of her life? 

DW. Yeah. I have heard various things. It was pretty much life as normal 
except that it was Christmas time, so she had planned her big Christmas 
party, which had been postponed. I'm not sure exactly what the reason 
for that was, but she hadn't had it on Christmas day, and it was 
supposeed to be on the 29th or soething like that. The house had been 
decorated for it, Christmas decorations up, and on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas day, Wayne had dinner with her, and apparently she wasn't in 
a good mood, they had some- she wasn't feeling happy and picked an 
arguement with him or something, and the dinner ended up not being very 
pleasant. That was quite normal, that could happen any time. NormaU-ty 
up there meant that life was very unpredictable, a~9-2.~-~ny kind of 
mo~nt Dian couiane r:n--a-fouI-mood ,-andscreaffilng and __IEnti_I29_, and 
s ~1-s..Qi ts 0 f__ n~_§_"\::y_J; h_i~ g_§._ _j;_.cLthe -R-.Cll@. n a ans _ __o_r ~ ~ -Ame.ri, ~ ~Q§ I 

o Whoever was within hearing. By the next morning, it would be =all 
over, she would act as ... if it hachr' t happened. 3o if she had an arguement 
ITTl:"h Wayne over dinner, that was normal. I know Wayne went to see gorilla 
I think on Christmas day, and on I think the 26th, he hadn't gone 
away for Christmas, but he was to take part in the big party, and also 
Josef, he was a Rowandan student, Munyanza is his last name, was up 
there, I think he was up there at the time she was killed, that's 
something you can check with Jean-Pierre. 

Where is he now? 

He's teaching secondary school, somewhere down in the southern part 
of the country. 

In consequence of his being? 

No, it's just he finished with his master's program at the University, 
and at that point the government tells you what to do, and most of 
these people end up teaching in secondary school. He was assigned to 
teach at this school. So, I don't know the details of exactly what 
went on, but that's basically what the situation was. 

She says in a letter, Joan LJravis(?), Fossey had writted Jeffrey ShorrA 
she "talked" baclc to gorillcts to convey hunger,"where the munchies are, 
fatigue, etc." 

DW. We do, communicate alot with the gorillas, and you do really have 
social relationships with them that are by no means as developed as 
they have among themselves. Example: YOu always have to be paying 

'.\~~ attention how close you are to somIL1eone, whether someone wants you to 
\Y"~. follow them, or whether someone is bothered by you. They let you know 

if things are okay. Sometimes it's giving you a questioning look, 
sometimes it's giving you a hard stare. If that doesn't get through, 
by (vocalization. Then if that's not enough, they'll swat vegetation 
down inn your direction, or they'll even grab ahold of you and push 
you away. It's not just if you behave in some way they don't like, 
they make some show, like pushing you away, it's that there's an 
awful lot of information being exchanged, about things like proximity, 
and we're all paying attention to each other. Most of the time, there's 
no problem because yo pay attention to the signals you're getting from 
them. 
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HH. What's the most subtle exam~le you get from them? 

DW. Someone comming up behind me, when I'm couched on a trail watching 
someone in front, so I don't realize they're behind me and that they're 
approaching, and apperently wanting me to move aside, so they can go 
by, but not wanting to get upset about it and my becoming aware of 
their presence, because all of a sudden behind me, I hear this sigh. 
(makes sigh), which is "I really wish something were a little different 
from what it actually is," or "Boy it would be really nice.here, if 
things would change just a lttle bit." Then I turn around and Simba 
is looking at me like,"Won't you please get out of my way?" So I did, 
and she goes by. 

How about from you to them? 

That's a little more difficult because I can't always be sure they 
catch the meanings of my subtle signals, But often they do. For 
example, if I catch on that I'm too close to someone, or they want 
me to step aside or something like that, and they've come up behind me 
or something, I try to make it clear to them that, I'm sorry, I didn't 
know you were there, and I'm doing my best to oblige, I don't want 
to cause any trouble at all. 

Is that by vocalization? 

It's mostly by body language and expression, but also vocalization. 
It wold be a belch vocalization, which can~ mean alot of things, 
but often it's a way of saying, things are okay, or also saying where 
you are and that you might be about to do something. 

Am I right in that she indicated there are twenty vocalizations? 

I actually don!t know an exact number. I would say there are a few which 
have not been well described yet, either in terms of description of 
the sonagram, or soundwaves.or of context of what instance they do it. 
But I'll give you another anecdote, one day last week, I was following 
Puck, who's an adult female. The group was kind of building up steam, 
getting reaady to climb up this hill, and were eating alot of food. 
Puck was out ahead of most of the others, there were a few other females 
ahead of her, and the main part of the group were behind us. I wanted 
to watch Puck for a while, so it was nice for me to have her in 
view, but I also realized Zis (Zeus?) was realizing it was time t~ 
climb the hill, and he was coming towards us, with others starting 
congregate around him, and everybody getting excited, oh, we're going 
to follow Zis now and go somewhere. I was trying to decide how long 
I could follow Puck before I had to get out of the way, because I was 
in their path and they were going to want to go by me. I was thinking 
in the next ten yards, I'll have to step aside. When Puck turned around 
and started looking back towards Zis, saw me close behind her, and 
started to go (Makes short panting noise), reach out to me and push 
me aside a little, and immediately I stepped aside, and I kind of 
looked at her like, sorry, (makes bv), I didn't mean to do that. I 
realize Zis is more important to you than I am, which was exactly what 
was going on. She doiesn't mind being followed, as long as something 
isn't happening. It's a priority, it's something important socially 
to her. She wanted to be able to interact with him, and not have me in 
the way. But as soon as I stepped aside, and I tried to look as if I 
understand what's going on 
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DW. and try to apease her, and I won't do it again. She immediately 
stops paying attention to me, and it's like, okay, that's what I wanted 

you to do. 

Does she give the same reassurance sound? 

No, normally not, they just go about their business, whateverit is. 
In that case it was watching Zis and getting excited as he approached. 
I was doing what I was supposed to do, so she didn't have to worry about 
me. A really extraordinary experience about my second week here, 
the frist time, I wasn't really used to being around the gorillas and 
was still learning the very basics of their behaviour, and how to 
behave around them. I happened to be behind Puck once when she went 
over to this small tree trunk. I thought , okay, I can just follow 
her. So I climbed up on the side of it, and all of a sudden she emerged 
from the other side, going, (panting), reaching out towards me, and 
I flinched. I was startled, and a lttle frightened, because it was a 
complete surprise. She didn't ·like that. But, when she saw that I was 
startled and a little afraid, she suddenly reached out to me, and 
touched me very gently, and stopped the grunting, which is an aggresive 
vocalization, and was saying, that's okay, I'm not going to hurt you, 
no problem, just don't come so close. So my response clearly registered 
on her, and it really wasn't what she wanted, she just wanted me not 

to get so close. 

Do you think Dian had this sympathy to an extraordinary degree? 

Yeah, maybe. But to get back to your original question, I think there 
isn't as much direct communication as Dian would sometimes say. 

Do you think she anthropomorphized? 

I think she made her relationships with them alot more than they 

actually were. 
For example, just two days ago I h when Flossie who' ' appened to be sitting with group 5, 
now, came wa~king Ju:tv:r~ old female but has quite a young infant 
vegetationn of vines han i~w ~eet away, and walkin~ through this 
neck. The infant was r' ,~ g own that caught her infant around the 
the vine caught aroundi~~~gt~~oher back; when she was going under it, 
"hey, look what's h . at. And, I really wanted to say to her, 

. appening. Stop. You don't want that to ha en" 
As it turned out, she realized what was . · I?P · 
with a couple of times with her h going on, ~he w~nt like, that 
that didn't do it so she t dead when she realized it was there, and 

' · urne around and b't 't · 
and then went on her way Th t i i with her teeth, 
sitting there thinking. ha wasiprett~ clever, but I realized, I was 

, ow can possibly do that ' I 
there's something wrona here? If I go ( k . ' now can say 
not going to realize there's ~ome dang~r mta he grbunting noise), .she's 
t · ht · · 0 er aby, she's going 
o say, .w a is this human think he's do i no ? T · 

something like that. or if I · t ( g · ~lling me get away, or 
JUS go, Makes sigh) she'll k 

the human made a belch voclaization again 't d ' say, ? ay special. 1 
' i oesn' t mean anything 

Had another gorilla warned her? 

I don't know, but I think she might h · h d ave paid more attention if she 
a seen another gorilla looking at her in alarm. Say, if zi~ had looked 
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DW. at her, and Zis had suddenly gone, (makes grunting), it would have 
meant something more to her. Or if he had given an:.alarm vocalization, 
it would have meant more to her, than me trying (to warn her). We do 
have real relations·with them, relationships with them, it's not just 
vocalizations, but eye contact ... 

Do you acknowledge what she claimed, that she was recognized after a 
long distance from them? 

It depends on how long. In certain cases, like with Beethoven and Effie, 
I think they could have recognized her after not having seen her for 
quite a few years. I think I was recognized by several animals. The 
ones with whom I had spent most of my time, after my first year. there. 
I think they remembered me. 

Berothe (?) told an extraordinary story about that with her baboons, 
that sehknew that she was recognized by virtue of the fact that infants 
that had been born while she was away, and had got to be juveniles, 
would runin the presence of their parents, who would not when she came 
up. 

'. t . 
But do the juveniles react that way to all strangers? 

HH. I don't know, I think that's a reasonabfue question. 

DW. With the gorillas, it's quite clear at le.ast for a period of time, 
that they know you as an individual. Amy had a great story about that. After her 
initial field work in camp in Karisoke, she went back to the States for a while, 
mean while, Bill had come bacl( here, to aet the tour zone and education parks 
Mountain Gorilla Project started. Then ~y came back and joined him. Shortly before 
leaving Rowanda again, she went to see group 5 one day. Of course she wasn 

1 
t 

allowed to see them by Dian, she hadn't seen them for a little over a 
year~. She said she got to the group, and a couple of the younger ones 
she knew, didn't seem to recognize her, and they behaved as if she was 
just any human. Then she said she sat down a few feet away from Effie, 
and Effie glanced at her, and then did a real doubletake! You! where 
have you been all this time? Obviously recognized her. Which is more 
than I got after four and a half years. I got these real~stunning, long 
searching looks from a couple of them. Titus, the first few times that 
he saw me, got gradually closer and closer and then ended up with his 
nose up against my glasses. Just staring at me, and then put his hand 
on my head; I really think, that maybe not immediately, but it jogged 
his memory and he knew my face. I think that:.they actually remember. 

So you find nothing exraordinary in what she's saying in this quote 
that I gave you. 

With certain individuals, no. I would say probably not all groups she 
knew remembered her. But with Beethoven , with Effie, yeah, I can 
believe that they'd remember her after not having seen her for several 
years. 

David, tell me how you would describe her, your last year with her, 
as against her first year with you. It would have been an interval of 
almost ten years, eight years. 
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DW. Many things were different, one of which was that I was in a very 
different position. I said a few minutes ago that when I was there 
the first time, I know that Dian disparaged Amy and me, by maybe not 
by name, but labelling us students who were just interested in their 
dissertations. 

HH. She also reffered to you as the Marxist. 

Oh yeah! I'll tell you about that in a few minutes. And I said, when it 
came to anti-poaching work, that's not really true. that•s-nmt why 
Amy and I didn't spend time out doing patrols. But in certain ways, 
it was true, I was very much aware that I was there to do my doctorate 
dissertation. I put an awfual lot of effort into getting here and 
an awful lot of preperation for it, and I wanted to do it successfully. 
So, and I'm also generally, very tolerant, pretty easy going person, 
who doesn't often get angry .. at people, and most of the time, I just 
decided, I also learned that when Dian expLa..ded at me it was temporary. 
And it would pass, and that was true for almost everyone, except the 
couples I 1 iRe Kelly and Sandy I anaA:"IDy--ancf}3Il1. And Richard and Ki're:A. 
I-just did my besf~get-along with her, and really did pretty much stay 
friends with her. 

What did you think of her? How did you judge her in the way she looked, 
the way she acted seven years earlier, as against- just as a person 
there for two different intervals which was a signifigant interval. 

DW. Physically, she was very changed. She was already not in good health 
in 1978, by that time, couldn't go to the gorillas on any kind of 
regular basis. In fact in the seventeen months I was there, she probably 
didn't go more than a~dozen times. 

HH. She was apparently drinking heavily by then. 

DW. Apparently, she'd been drinking heavily for a long, long time by 
then. But certainly, she was drinking very heavily. 

But not steadily, apparently. She drank heavily on occaision? 

No. My experience was she drank steadily. 

HH. In the States, I somehow get the impression she managed to- 
convey 

Well, yeah. She managed to people who came to visit, the impression 
that in Karisoke, she didn't drink at all. IJ: was mostly sometging 
she did .·when she by hers~lf. That XRX¥ was very obvious, very present 
itr '78,-as was her heavy smoking, her other health problems. (She) 
obviously had been a very strong person, long before 1985. To be 
completely able to stay there. But by '78, '79, she'd already made 
a mess of herself, and was physiccrtTy unable Lo do the field tvnrk there. 
But that wa lot worse b en y~later. Obviously, her health 
a detiorated a lot. 

HH. Had her personality substantively changed? 

I don't think so, especially for the first half of my stay there. 
As 1Said,it was a really hard tiine_~there were these three 
gar i lla ki 11 inJI§_, __ an_i;'l._.~~.Qe~igJ_Ly-__t.h-9- k i 11 ing of Digit really .-:su--she was 
under tremendous pressure and grieving for the gorillas during that 
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time. 
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#"Thank you, Ian Re drnon d , David Watts did independent research at 
Karisoke in 1978, 1979 and also 1984, 19858 Along ithe way he 
earned a doctorate in Anthropology in the University at Chicago. He's 
currently in the department of anthrology at the University of Michegan. 
To share some of his experiences, we welcome Dr. David Watts." 

DW "I would like to start out by thanking, sincerely, everyone who has 
come here today for your continuing interest and your support andyour 
concern for Dian, for the gorillas, and for the preservation of their 
habitat~ Other authorities have already said much of the things which 
I could say, so I'm going to be brief. I would like to share with you 
a few things, and also share a few more pictures of the animals who 
were the center of Dian's life, and who have become so important in 
my own life. Before I get to the pictures, I would like to add a 
couple of thiDgs to what Ben Beck said, about Dian as a scientist, and 
about the scientific work which has been done on the gorillas. It ·has 
sometimes been forgotten how important Dian's scientific contribution 
has been and will continue to be. Don't forget that~ I would also-like 
to say that I've spent about 4,000 hours sitting around next to gorillas 
collecting very detailed data on aspects of their ecology and social 
behaviour. Sandy Hrdcourt, Kelly Stewart, Amy Vetter have done similar 
things and we've written Phd dissertations on this work. None of this 
would have been possible without Dian. At best, we would have had to 
start c out as Dian did. Speaking personally, I can say, I sincerely · 
doubt that I would have had what it took. To show her personal perseveren 
and total dedication, starting with the pictures Ian took and just 
showed you, a little bit of black way off in the distance, in the 
vegeation, to being able not just to sit next to the gorillas, but to 
have them actually sit on top of you, and accept you that completely. 
Without what Dian did, what I've done sine would not have been possible. 
I would also like to say that we continue to learn new and fascinating 
things about the goril1as. Part of the reason forthis, is that they 
are such complicated animals. Every gotilla is KMN±x a unique individual 
and they're very intellagent, and very complex. The longer that we 
stay there, the more we can expect to uncover this complexity8 But this 
again, is something that has depended on Dian and the effortt that she 
made to get the work started, and collect the information she did on 
her own in the early days; and which became the foundation of the 
aata bank which we have now. 

"One of the reasons we have as much understanding as we have now, 
of the complications of gorillas'· ,social lives and of gorilla 
behaviour, is because we have this intricately detailed information on 
the lives of known individuals, which is something virtually unique 
in the history of the s~udy of animals in the wild. 

"Well, you've seen some pictures ofcl the gor-Ll.as ' habitat alredy, this 
is of a group of volcanoes in the park, standing from the Karisoke 
study area. The National Park extends out of this picture to the left 
in a long thin cresent, which goes around to encompass those eastern 
volcanoes. In between, is cultivated land. You can see a few patches 
of vegetation in there, strands of eucalyptis, which is not natural 
vegetation, its been recently planted so that people will have firewood. 
That gives you some idea of the density of the human population, and 
the threat to the gorillas. This is a spectacularly beautiful area~ 
Mountain gorillas, unfortuately, share this beautiful, rich and very 
fertile area with a large and rapidly growing human populatiom. 
This is Mt~ Mekeno lost in some storm clouds, this is Beethoven, and 
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.rt;eraha, now a young adult female, but at the time a wonderful, little 
two year old. When Dian began her work in 1967, the population of 
gorillas had already declined considerably from the time when George 
Schaller did has work. By the cencus of 1972, the population had dropped 
by about half .. Tt's something that not too many people are aware 
of that since that time, the population has remained, pretty much, 
st~ble- There have not been further decreases in population- It's 
no coincidence that it was around the early '70s that the decreases 
stopped~ It was at about that time, that Dian's efforts to protect the 
park herself, by getting people and their cattle out of th~ park, by 
talking to the Rowandan government officials, who really did not 
have the resources to be protecting their own park, but, at least had 
the interest to listen .. They eventually did listen to her and did begin 
seeking the resources. At about that time, Dian's information about 
gorillas and how wonderful they were, and how threatened they were, and 
what their plight was, that they began to reach us in the western 
world. Because of that, there is an outpouring of interest and of money; 
of support for Dian and her work, for the Rowandans and their efforts 
to develop an effective system for protecting their ·~vm park. Since 
the early seventies, those efforts have been successful. I qualify that 
by saying that the problems remain. The threats remain, and they are 
everyday problems .. But as others have already said today, had it not 
been for Dian, the problems would probably not exist, because the 
gorillas and their habitat would probably not be there. 

"This is Shinda and Pablo, in G'oup 5. This is Group 5,; some six 
years later .. Effie, the grand old lady of the group~on the right mere, 
cradling her very young infant, Mahanie, the fifth daughter in a row 
that Effie has given birth to. Effie has certainly done her part for 
gorilla conservation. Another daughter of Effie, TQ._~, who now has a 
son of her own in this same group. This is Tuk, some five years later 
with Ngtakwa, her little boy. Ian should recognize this picture, this 
was taken EEm the day before, Puck with Cantsby on the day of his birth. 
Two friends ~n Group 5, this is another one€of Effie's 1rxR»~daughters 
on the left there, .a.NE Maggie and her good friend, and paternal half 
sibling, Josie. This is Tiger in between, you've seen Tiger as a four 
year old and as a fully grown male, this is Tiger as an eleven year old. 
A,.~other shot of Tiger as he looks today. And, Augustus, as she looks 
today, with a baby of hers. Kweli, son of Macho and Uncle Bert in Group4e 
Titus, also a son of Uncle Bert in Group 4, when he was a little 
four year old, having a good time playing by himself. Titus, now an 
eleven year old malee Peanuts, who also held a very special signifigance 
for Dian .. Peanuts was the first gorilla to accept Dian so completely 
that he came up and touched her~ These are some of the other hominoids 
in the area. As His Excellency the Ambassador has put it out for us, 
Rowanda is a very poor country, the conservation problems there are 
really socioeconomic problems, and those of us ~ho are concerned with 
the gorillas tend to respond very emotionally to their plight. We 
sould. It's important that we do that; we shouldn't lose sight of the 
fact though, that these people here are not our enemies~ We all, in a 
sense, are the gorillas' enemies, because we're their closest competitors. 
What has happened to gorillas and to so many animals, is that humans 
have taken thair habitat. But these people ·;arepoor, we can't expect them 
to have the same attitudes that we do about gorillas or gorilla 
habitat, yet we can try to convince them, and others in their country 
and in the governemants of these countries, that preservation of the 
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DW gorillas and their habitat is really in their own best interest, too. 
I would also like to point out that although we are all aware of the 
attacks that have been made on the gorillas by poachers, and as we've 
been told today, the real enemy, the people to blame, the people to 
be furious at, are the people who buy gorilla skulls, or who buy infant 
gorillas. Because without that market, deliberate attacks would not 
occur. But most of the poaching is done by people who simply want meat. 
And they go after antelope, like this black fronted dyker here, which 
has been caught by Dian's mercenaries, as I affectionately call them, 
several men who worked for Dian doing anti-poaching work. Unfortunately, 
even if the poachers aren't going after gorillas directly, their snares 
are a very great danger to them (the gorillas). 

"Well, I would like to ±i:ak talk a little bit about the future. 
Is there really any hope for these animals and are we going to be able 
to carry on with Dian's legacy and to protect Shangasa? And the other 
gorill~.s? One can never be certain, there are too many uncertainties in 
the world, but because of what Dian started, because of what people 
like yourselves have given to Dian, have given to the African wildlife 
foundation, to National Geographic, and these organizations have been 
able to provide to the government of Rownanda~ and now to the government 
of Zaire, I am happy to say that there are also plans to begin work 
in Uganda, it looks like the situation may be clearing up sufficiently 
for the work to begin. Because of your support, because of this interest, 
a great deal has been accomplished. As I said, it is still a daily 
struggle, but the struggle is an effective one. I think that the 
government of Rownada deserves a tremendous amount of credit for 
its dedication and for its efforts to conserve the mountain gorillas in 
their habitat. In turn, Dian deserves a tremendous amount of credit for 
convincing people there that it was worth their while to do it& 

"One can be, at best, cautiously optimistic, but because there is 
a comprehensive conservation program there, and because there are efforts 
being made to combat the socioeconomic problems that are at the 
base cf the conservation problems, there is some hope. You shouldn't be 
afraid that because of Dian's tragic death this work has grounded to 
a halt. It hasn't at all. It is ongoing and it will continue,but while 
ultimately it is the responsibility of the gevernment of Rownanda, 
Zaire aad xx Uganda to preserve their own natural heritage, it's our 
responsibility to help them, to give them advice and above all, to give 
them the resources which they don't have in order to do this work. 

If we continue and we do this in a cooperative fashion, the most 
effective ways we can think of, then maybe Papoose and her baby and 
the other gorillas do have a chance for the future. Thank you~" 


