
April 8, 1968 

Dear Maya, 

I just talked with Jerry Marans at KQED. The word is GOl So 

far they haven't been able to come up with the money but as 

my buddy at the station said •• 11 ... what else is new11 ••• apparently 

all of their programs happen like this. 

Marans• boss John Rice will be coming to New Y~rk on the nine- 

teenth of this month. You should be getting a letter from them 

asking for an appointment .. 

I have kept communications open with Julian and he and I will 

meet soon to go over some details before he has to meet with 

KQED for signing of any papers. Of course you know he won't 

sign anything until he checks with you ••• to be sure that it is 

to your liking and fair to all concerned. 

I just wanted to let you know progress to date. I1m pleased ••• 

I hope you are. 

Actele 

.., 
CC: Julian Richardson 
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April 10, 1968 

Miss Maya Angelou 
372 Central Park West, Apt. 2V 
New York, New York 10025 

Dear Miss Angelou: 

Miss Adele Davidson visited our studios several 
weeks ago with a resume about you and several 
of your proposed lectures. I assume she has 
written you about this visit. 

While we are ~ti-11 in a quandary about our summer 
plans, all of u~ ~~~KQED are extremely interested 
in your materi.~1 Apd 'tbe potential of developing 
a television se:ries atround it. Unfortunately, as 
with most public~t:!~fision stations, finances are 
a constant problem aha many of the things we'd like 
to do are not 'po$sible. 

' f 
Since we know~y~~~nly on paper, it seems wise to 
make your personaf' acquaintance before we determine 
how far we ou~ht to proceed. Mr. Jonathan Rice, 
Director of Pro-tramming for KQE,D,--will be in New 
York April 21 ~~ 

12,3'. •If ydu would call him at the 
Statler Hilt" during that period, a meeting can be - arranged whi..,c;:h would provide both of us with a better 
perspective.Ftnd hopefully a real understanding of 1he 
possibiliti~s. 

I hope the meeting can be arranged and I shall look 
forward to his report. 

GGM:gt 





May 10, 1968 

Miss Maya Angelou 
372 Central Park West, #2V 
New York, New York 

Dear Maya: 

Good to get your letter and delighted to hear you 
really are coming! I wasn't quite sure since we 
have not yet heard from Gerard Purcell in answer 
to my letter of May 6. It just occurs to me you 
might not have seen the letter, so a copy is en 
closed. I hope either you or Gerard will make 
your visit official as soon as possible so that we 
can send you the advance check. 

On another subject, I am enclosing a copy of the 
presentation on your series written by Jerry 
Marans, my associate here. Production details 
are by necessity guessed at, but at least this 
gives an idea of our thinking and gives us an 
opportunity to start a search for money from 
various local foundations and groups. 

And on the 11sad news" side, I suppose I have to tell 
you we cannot use your proposed title, THE FIRING 
LINE. Unfortunately that is the title of the 
William Buckley series which we have had on the 
air for more than a year now. We will have to 
try again. On all other matters we will talk 
when you arrive, a date we all look forward to. 

Best regards, 

JCR:dn 



May 15, 1968 

.._ ..., ..... 

Mr. Jonathan c. Rice, Director of Programming 
KQED 
Bay Area Educational Tetevi.ston Association 
525 Fourth Street 
San Francisco, California 94107 

Dear Mr. Rice: 

I am in receipt of your May 6th letter containing your proposal to bring Miss 
Maya Angelou to San Francisco to produce, in cooperation with you, a series 
of ten or more programs relative to black cultural anthropology. 

Realizing your extremely limited budget, but takin;J tnto consideration the 
importance of this series, I am agreeing to your proposal af paying Miss 
Angelou $260 per week for a minimum r:K eleven weeks, plus round trip 
coach air fare, New York to San Francisco. If the project requtres more 
than eleven weeks , Miss Angelou wUt continue to be pa.id at the rated $250 
a week, plus the same travel expenses, for as many weeks as you require 
to prepare and produce this series. 

Miss Angelou Rf'efers to make her ONn travel arrangements, so it will not 
be necessary for you to obtain her plane reservations fO'-' her. 

Please send the advance payment cl $760, and Miss Angelou will come to 
San Francisco as early as possible in June, tn order to participate in your" 
fund raising auction. J would also ask that you send her at lea.st one-way 
coach air fare,, New York to San Francisco, and that you agree to pay Miss 
Angelou $250 a week when she actually starts work on the program, in that 
she t1as considerable extra expenses in making arrangements to come to 
the West Coast for the per-tod required. 



-2- 

Mr. Jonathan c. Rtce f\Aay 15, 1968 

You may accept this letter as a valid guarantee agreement according to the 
terms stipulated, or may send a more formal letter of agreement to be 
stgned by Mtss Angelou and myself. 

1 ask that I receive a reply as quickly as possible, as Miss Angelou must 
give notice to those perscns with whcrn she is presently involved tn sane 
projects. 

Sincerely, 

GERARD W. PURCELL 

GWP:fi 

cc: Miss JVaya Angelou J 



Jcged BAY AREA EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION ASSOCIATION 525 FOURTH ST. SAN FRANCISCO 94107 (415) SU 1-8861 

June 27, 1968 

Dear Friend: 

You and/or a representative of your organization 
are invited to a champagne reception in our stu 
dios, Friday, July 5th, at 8 p.m., to preview 
"Blacks, Blues, Black!", a new series which will 
debut the following week on Channel 9, and to 
meet the producer-writer-hostess of the series, 

MISS MAYA ANGELOU 

Miss Angelou, a resident of Ghana and a citizen of the United 
States, examines the history, heritage and habits of blacks and 
shows how their mores and values have been preserved and assimi 
lated into the society. Through songs, dances, games, lectures 
and drama, Miss Angelou will deal with the survival as well as 
revival of African culture in America. Her first show is about 
African cultural heritage in current black American life and is 
called "African Cultural Carryover--Positive." The survival of 
such African games and manners as patti-cake, tag, jacks, finger 
painting, vocal sounds and religious and rhythmic expressions 
and wn i t e female affectation come in for comparative analysis 
and exhibition. 

This series will provide the community with its first comprehen 
sive television exposure of black culture void of white inter 
pretation, condescension or white interposition. It will exhi 
bit the viable, on-going culture of generations of black people 
in their individual and distinctive facets of language, dress, 
cooking, family relationships, recreation--in fact, in the total 
order of human existence. 

ii!iss Angelou,who has spent the major part of her 39 years in the 
theatre arts and literature, developed her career in journalism 
and creative writing beginning in 1960. Her most recent play, 
"In the Presence of Mine Enemies", opens in New York City off 
Broadway in September. She has been assistant administrator for 
the Institute of African Studies in the School of Music and Dmma 
at the University of Ghana and has appeared on the European stage 
in Porgy and Bess, at the Rome Opera House, the Habima in Tel 
Aviv, at the Berlin Volksohera and the Venice Biennale. 

Won't you please return the enclosed card? We hope you can come. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeanne Alexander, Director 
Lillian Fortier, Associate Director 

Publicity/Promotion Department 



.! :1:. r''.~t.UUUC BL"IU" FUl'~llATIO:\ FOR EDLT.-\'l [(Ji\ 
"'AN f-'l:A'.'\l l:'l ll :->TATE COLLECE 

160n HOl,l.OWAY 

.'-AS H!ASCISC(i C,\LIFl)l(:-;[A <•41J~ 

July 9, 1968 

~iss Maya Angelou 
c/o ~tation KQED 
52S Fc0rth Street 
San Fr1ncisco, California 94107 

Dear Miss Angelou: 

What a magnificent presentation of the Negro heritage and contribu- 
tion! was thrilled with its accuracy, economy, and restraint. We may not 
see the fruits of this type of effort in our lifetime, but it is a mighty 
seed you are planting. Rather than a "happy end l nq ;" I see a "happy beginning'' 
for ethnic fraternity in our country within two or three generations. 

The enclosed represents a small effort of my own, for your 
interest. 

KQED and Olympia are to be congratulated for another major artistic 
and pub I ic service. And my very best wishes to you. 

Chairman, Board of Governors 

Enc I. 

R.MG/ad 



kqed 



---~~- e d MY AeeA WUCAnDNAC TR,V,,mN ASSOCIAnDN 5'S "iURTH ST. SAN "A~C~~~ 

Sept/ 19, 1968 

Dear Maya, (hello, you gorgeous creature!) 

I appreciated very much your note. And I miss you. Seeing 
you still on our air is no suastitute for the real you. 

Sho• # 10 came out very well and after only 93,248 hours of 
editing. And IJ'Ur Olympia fellows flinched not once at anything 
we put in shows 9 and 10_ (remeaeer they got a double dose of the 
Cuba film). 

How is your play progressing? tlas it o,ened yet? If Ed Bullins 
can be a success on the New York stage, you ought to. be a smash 
hit I 

Molly said to me yesterday {proudly) ~Remember the time we went 
to Maya's party in the KQED studio? Well, I sat in Maya's chair." 
~he meant the stool you used in the reading with Danny and Blondell. 
I thought this came off beautifully and I am extremely gratified 
that you over-rode my attempted veto when you first talked about 
doing it. Even with all Blondell's fumbling over losing her place 
it made it so well that this was sKaz•i scarcely noticeablpe All 
the previous because Molly watched shows 9 end 10 with us and was 
very moved by the reading• 

Yes, I'm proud of the series and plenty impressed with youa as 
talent. You're great! Well, rou get the fan letters also so I 
guess you know the feedback. he re-run starts soon ad I ex 
pect we'll have an even biggerLaudience s8cond time ar~und• 

Let's keep in touch. Gini says hello4 
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SEPTEMBER 24, 1968 

Miss f1AYA ANGELOU 
372 CENTRAL PARK \,,]EST 

APT 2V 
t!EW YORK, NEW YORK 10025 

How WE ALL MISS YOU! THE PLACE ISN1T QUITE THE SAME. 
YOUR SERIES BEGAN AGAIN, ITS SECOND RUN, LAST NIGHT. 
WE CONTINUE TO RECEIVE REQUESTS, CALLS AND LETTERS AND 
I KNOW THAT WE WILL FOR A LONG TIME TO COME. 

A LITTLE UNFINISHED BUS I NESS• PRESTON 1 lEBSTER OF CELLO 
PLAYING FAME (REMEMBER!) SAID THAT HE GAVE YOU A K~ED 
PRESS CARO. J1D HE AND/OR WOULD YOU POSSIBLY HAVE tT? 
WE S~EM TO BE MISSING IT. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT SO MUCH 
IF YOU WOULD LET ME KNOW. 

IT MUST BE GREAT TO BE JN NEW YORK AT THIS TIME. FALL 
IS MY FAVORITE SEASON ON THE [AST COAST; THOSE WONDERFUL 
COOL, BRISK DAYS ANO BRILLIANT COLORS. I HOPE YOU1RE 
PL.EASED WITH YOUR PLAY ANO THAT IT IS GO·!NG WELL. 1JoULO 

LOVE TO HEAR MORE ABOUT IT. 

ALL GOOD THOUGHTS ANO WARM WISHES TO YOU. 


