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Powe ll, Har old and Tommy Olive . Deacon Beacons. 

LOIS JOHNSON - B.A., M.A. 
(Dean of Women) 

All that co-ed life is on the Wake Forest campus is attributable 
to the example and endeavor of Miss Lois Johnson. She first joined 
the faculty in 1942, for the purpose of arranging for t he admission 
of co-eds to the campus. The plan was successful. 

Charming conversationalist, prolific reader, fashion-wise dresser, 
and gracious receptionist, Miss Johnson has used example as the best 
teacher in directing the social life of the campus. 

Highly respected as a pourer of tea, coffee, punch, or anythin!T 
else that needs to be poured, the silver haired lady is a must for any 
reception. Recently, a faculty member attended a reception in Florida. 
Feeling that something was missing, he soon realized that Miss 
Johnson was not pouring tea. 

The most surprIsmg facet of the Johnson personality is an ex
quisite sense of humor. An example arose when sofas for a new 
Student Center were being considered. Miss J ohnSOll decreed that 
they should be not more than four feet long, to inhibit "sprawling." 

When asked if her co-eds would be able to stay out of the other 
occupant's arm-reach on such a narrow sofa, the prim Miss Johnson 
replied, "If they are both thin enough and both try hard enough, I 
believe they'll make it!" 

Life is never boring fora mind which is concerned with reading, 
drama, and bridge. As a high school teacher she taught the inimit
able Kay Kyser in Rocky Mount. Her brother is the well-known 
author, editorial writer, and television commentator Gerald W. John
son of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Well acquainted with life in other lands, Miss Johnson has traveled 
extensively including summers spent in France and Great Britain. 

BIOGRAPHY - B.A.. Meredith College, 1915; M.A .. University of North Caro
lina. 1933; Graduate Student, Columbia University, 1916; Summer Study in 
France. 1923; Instructor in English, Meredith College, 1917-19; Instructor 
in French, Meredith, 1923-24; Principal, Thomasville High School, 1934-42; 
Dean of Women and Associate Professor of French, Wake Forest College, 
since 1942. 
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One reason the transfer of power from Thurman D. Kitchin to 
Harold W Tribble went so smoothly was that both had the support 
of a dedicated, highly respected, thoroughly competent corps of 
administrators who could be relied upon to attend to the duties of 
the college even when events of great magnitude were threatening 
to disrupt the even flow of life on the campus. The four key officials 
were Dr. Daniel Bunyan Bryan, who had been dean of the college 
since 1923; Lois Johnson, appointed dean of women when coeds 
were first admitted to the college in 1942; Elliott B. Earnshaw, who 
had been bursar since 1907; and Grady S. Patterson, who became 
the first fulltime registrar in 1926. 

When Dr. Tribble assumed the presidency in 1950, these four had 
rendered more than a hundred years of service to Wake Forest. 
They knew the traditions of the institution, the strengths of the 
faculty, and the needs of the college, and they were acquainted with 
a majority of the snldents by name. Patterson was so thoroughly 
familiar with his records that he could-and sometimes did-stop 
a student o~ th\ street to remind him of a course he needed for 
graduation «Miss Lois" was personally involved with all of her 
women, and although she had high standards for female behavior 
and laid down rules which today might seem quite strict, she was 
loved and respected without reservation. She was everyone's em
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lived in. I like the townspeople, climate, and everything, but ..." 
The campus newspaper also tried to describe the reaction of the 

permanent residents and concluded editorially that "the town of 
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sented to the Baptist State Convention at its regular session sched

uled for November in Asheville. 


Two days after the proposal was made public Old Gold and Black 

polled a hundred students to gauge their attitude toward the move. 

At that point SLxty said they favored acceptance of the Reynolds 

ofter, eighteen flatly opposed it, and twenty-two said they sup

ported it with reservations. 


I, "Members of the faculty willing to speak for the record were cau

tiously enthusiastic. Dr. Broadus Jones, chairman of the English 
 IY 

L 

Department, said he felt that as a university Wake Forest probably 

would be more effective in a larger city. He thought that as long as 

the college remained at Wake Forest it would be overshadowed by 

Duke, the University of North Carolina, and North Carolina State 

College. Dr. J. A. Easley of the Religion Department saw tremen

dous advantages in the move but was concerned that the old cam

pus be disposed of properly. "We can't leave Wake Forest a ghost 

town," he said, and added, "Personally it's quite hard to accept." 


Dean Lois Johnson felt that "starting from scratch" would give] 

her coeds more of a sense of belonging to that new campus than 

they would ever feel at Wake Forest. Prof. Forrest Clonts, who 

taught history, said that in the interests of Christian education "we 

can't decline such an opportunity." Dr. William E. Speas saw in the 

move an opportunity to house his Physics Department in a new 

building, which on the old campus probably could not be possible 

for fifty years. Dr. Ora C. Bradbury of the Biology Department 

could see improvement in the teaching of all the sciences. "What is 


..good for the institution is good;' he said. "It is more important !.i-. . 
than any individual or group of individuals." Prof. Roland Gay in ~ . ' " 


mathematics saw the offer as a tremendous opportunity but wor

ried that Wake Forest might drift from denominational control. Jasper J 


Prof. Jasper L. Memory, who had often appeared before alunmi 
and other groups in support of financial goals, was strongly on the 
side of the move, saying, "I'm for it. Nobody knows but the man 
who has tried to get money how hard it is to get. A thing like this, 
regardless of temporary inconvenience, is too fine a proposition to 
pass up. I like Wake Forest better than any other place I've ever ~. 



49 The End of the Kitchin Era 

thousand for the first time. Of that number 1,816 were in the under
graduate school, 157 in Law School, and 198 at the MediGd School 
in Winston-Salem. In 1948-49 the student tally was 2,213, with 300 

women registered as well as 874 veterans attending the undergrad
uate school on the GI Bill. The 1949-50 student total was 2,260. 

An Old Gold survey showed that board, forty dollars a month, 
was double that of prewar years. 4 A room had jumped from eight 
dollars a month to ten, and laundry, formerly estimated at three 
dollars for a month, had risen to eight. Entertainment costs had 
doubled. Missed most of all, perhaps, were the nickel hot dog and 
the plate lunch for a quarter, which had vanished forever. Tuition 
and tees in 1941 were $165 a year; by 1947 they had gom: up to $220. 

Odus Mull, noting that SOIl1e other colkges in North Carolina 
had set their charges at five hundred dollars a year in order to get 
the I11(L'(iI11l1m payment allowabk under the GI Bill, asked President 
Kitchin whether Wake Forest should not respond similarly to the 
government's generosity. Dr. Kitchin responded, "We cannot con
sider a rate for tuition and tees designed simply to get from the 
government as much as possible under the GI Bill." To do so, he 
said, would penalize other students and might give the impression 
that Wake Forest was no longer atlordable by families with modest 
resources. 

v Comprehensive rules had been promulgated by Dean Lois John
son's office covering the conduct of coeds. Curfew was to be at half 
past ten every night except Friday and Saturday, when it would be 
eleven thirty. Coeds could not ride in cars or airplanes without the 
written permission of their parents. They were forbidden to enter 
any man's room or apartment, and fraternity hOlIses were strictly 
off limits. Women could not smoke on the streets, and they were 
not allowed to possess or use alcoholic beverages. Only seniors 
were permitted to date every night of the week and, in that activity, 
were forbidden to go to the stadium, the athletic field, and certain 
dark areas of the grounds. "Capt." C. N. Nuckles, the campus po
liceman, took a strong Hashlight on his nightly rounds and regu
larly directed its beam into the low-hanging branches of the 
magnolia trees. Now and then he would flush out a startled couple 
and see them take to their heels. 

In the fall of 1947 the newly completed dormitory originally in



ment Association. It was set lip to regulate all matters pertailliQg to 
in the Wake Forest comwl.!nity. Although 

som;what political in nature, its goal was to set high standards and 
to broaden social opportunities in a healthy context. 

the \ 
all tI· 
Biae/. 
Wan 

rna. 
Co:: 
II, . ~ 


ing 

cati 


Thr---~~~~~~~~~~~! 

54 THE HISTORY OF WAKE FOREST COLLEGE 

For 

tria the IDGAD romp no doubt provided the most excitement. The 0; 
nC\I IDGAD letters were said to have stood for "I Don't Give A Damn," eties 
pasl a notion highly oftensive to the orthodox parties. ofri' 
Byn While electioneering was carried out in a somewhat bantering 111 ac 
histr mood, the business of student governance was approached in all hejc 
thre seriousness. A recurring concern of student officers and publica Bucl 
final tions was the promotion of the honor system which pledged stu In 
Just dents not to cheat on their academic work and to report anyone aM: 
stall who did. In 194-7 Kornegay warned that abuse of the honor code featll
otic, was so widespread that the faculty might introduce a proctor sys caJll[
Rcy. tem to curb cheating, and the following spring an Honor Council leigh
rna\! was set up to try students accused of dishonesty in or out of the Atposa 

classroom. curnal110 
At one point a deliberate attempt to subvert the honor systemvent WFl 

was discovered. In February 194-8 a set of keys to every classroom but
A1rc and office in Wait Hall turned up in the possession of a townsman. coul,
suad When the keys were surrendered to Kornegay, it was found that 111Igna one of them would open a desk from which a set of final exams had VIVe(IlIcel 

been stolen. In a subsequent investigation a student found guilty Fore 
Hare of theft of an examination was expelled and another was placed on the, 
took probation. Hen 
SUIll! In September 194-9 Old Gold appealed editorially for support of brigl
by tI the honesty code, saying that "for years now the honor system in Wall.
the I this college has been just another gift horse in the glue factory. ... 1I1gcTribl 

A trust, sllch as an honor system, is as much a contract in faith as a hominsig 
word of honor.... It's worth a little more consideration than it how 
gets." A subsequent poll elicited responses from 1,703 students. Of

ers' ( 
TJ 

In th that number more than half said the code was not working. One thell l 
enda respondent cited a class in which 75 percent of the students ad by tI"Old mitted they would fail if they didn't cheat. Concern over that aspect stillPears ' 

of student integrity continued for years, and the Honor Council packcolo, f 

occasionally showed its muscle by expelling miscreants, their num Pl 
I ber on one occasion including a stellar athlete. 

Sneaf! 
ers \'-: Z1l1C 

It was partly to assure wholesome conduct of coeds that Deanates Jesse 
Lois Johnson sponsored the organization of the Women's GovernFore! pape 

the life of the women 
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bodiment of the term "gracious lady," and she created a deanship 
model at Wake Forest that was to be honored for decades. 

Bryan and Earnshaw, between themselves, chewed over much of 
the business of the college on the nearby George W Paschal nine
hole golf course-which is not to suggest that either neglected his 
duties. They saw their jobs as full-time commitments, twenty-four 
hours a day, and they talked shop while relaxing as well as at work. 

Dr. Bryan was born seven miles from Pittsboro on December 23, 

1886, and got his early education in a one-room neighborhood 
school. He attended Buie's Creek Academy and graduated from the 
University of North Carolina in 1911. For two years he was principal 
of a school at Rich Square and saved seven hundred dollars from 
his annual thousand-dollar salary to pay for his master's work at 
Columbia University and doctoral snldies at New York University. 
He also acquired a bride, Miss Euphemia Griffin. He taught at 
Richmond College for five years bdon~ joining the faculty at Wake 
Forest in 1921. 

In addition to his duties as dean, Dr. Bryan was chairman of the 
Education Department, and all of the prospective teachers who 
went through the college during his years there studied with him. 
When Wake Forest moved to Winston-Salem, Dr. Tribble prevailed 
upon Bryan, then approaching seventy years of age, to go along 
and organize the Dean's Office. He agreed, although it would take 
him a year past the date when he had planned to retire. 

A faculty committee headed by Dr. Henry S. Stroupe planned a 
dinner in his honor on May 16, 1957, and at that time Dr. Tribble 
remarked, "It has frequently been said that the dean is the man who 
sees to it that the college is what the president claims it is. Certainly 
I know full well that the achievements of Wake Forest College in 
actual life and work on the campus during the past seven years have 
been made possible by the faithful labor and wise leadership of 
Dean Bryan." 

Dr. J. A. Easley, speaking for the faculty, said that Bryan's service 
had been "of inestimable value. There has been a practicality and 
pertinence in his advice, a workableness in his plans, and a common 
sense in his management of affairs. We who have worked by his 
side and under his guidance have not missed his good humor and 
his kindly teasing, his refusal to hold a grudge, and his generous 
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the absence of the president; counselled students, negotiated 
concerned parents, and, in general, kept the college moving. 
Dean's Ollice had a dedicated stall' of secretarial and clerical 
ers, and one of the most beloved was Ivlrs. Elizabeth Gr 
whose husband Murray, a longtime fixture in the Athletic D 
ment as player and coach, was killed in an automobile acciden 
lIar), I, 1960. 

Lois Johnson, who had tried several times to give up her 
dean of women, made her retirement stick at the end of J lllle 
"I didn't want them saying, 'Well, who's going to tell Lois 
been on the job too long?'" she said. "Too many of us want to 
on when we have no business trying. It's much better to go 
soon than too late. I think it's about time." 

She said she had seen a nUl11ber of changes in Wake f 
women ill her two decades at the college, the greatest being 
attitude of live and let live. Coeds now are less likely to com 
another coed for doing something they themselves wouldn't 
done. I'm not really sure I like that. No doubt there is 1110re r 
lion against the rules. This is true everywhere. And perhaps it's 
tinent to point out that parents now are more permissive than 
were in 1942. Oh, yes, there's one other big change: We haven't 
an acute ca~e of homesickness in years." 

Dean Johnson planned to live in retirement at the John 
Memory-McMillan family compound in Wagram. Asked wha 
would miss most, she said, "Iv1cn! I like men. Women 111)' ag 
most often surrounded by widows and spinsters. I will miss taJ 
and arguing with male faculty members. And I'll miss the exh' 
tion of being associated with youth, of being in a place , 
there's intellectual ferment." 

A dormitory honors her namc on the Wake Forest campus 
no doubt the most eloquent tribute resides in the hundre 
women whose lives she inOuenced in sllch a special way il 
twenty years in the Dean's Oaicc. 

Ellcctive with Dean Johnson's retiremcnt Dr. Jcanne Owel 
sociate professor in the School of Business Administration, 
named acting dean, with Jane Gilbert Freeman, an instruct 
philosophy named assistant dean. Dr. Owen, who had serve( 
college in other important administrative capacities, had bee 
the faculty since 1956. A native of Gibsonville, she earned a b. 
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the absence of the president; counselled students, ncgoti 
concerned parents, and, in gencral, kept the collcge movi 
Dcan's Onice had a dedicated stall' of secretarial and cieri 
ers, and one of the most beloved was Mrs. Elizabcth 
whose husband l'vlurray, a longtime fixture in the Athletic 
ment as player and coach, was killed in an automobile accid ' 
uar)' 1, 1960. 

Lois Johnson, who had tried several timcs to give up he 
dean of women, made her retirement stick at the end of Jll 
«I didn't want them saying, (Well, who's going to tell 
been on the job too long?'" she said . «Too many of us want 
on when we have no busincss trying. It's much better to 
soon than too late. I think it's about time." 

She said she had seen a Humber of changes in 
women in her two decades at the college, the grcatest 
attitude of live and let live. Coeds now are less likely to 
another coed for doing sOlllething thcy thcmselves woul 
done. I'm not really sure I like that. No doubt therc is mo 
lion against the rules. This is true evcrywhere. And perhaps 
tincnt to point out that parents now are more pcrmissive th 
were in 1942. Oh, ycs, there's one other big change: We hav 
an acute ca~e of homesickness in years." 

Dean Johnson planned to live in retircment at the J 
Mcmory-McMillan family compound in Wagram. Asked \ 
would miss most, she said, «l'vlcn! I like men. Womcn 111)' 

most oftcn surrounded by widows and spinsters. I will miss 
and arguing with male faculty members. And I'll miss the 
tion of being associated with youth, of being in a plac 
there's intellectual ferment." 

A dormitory honors her name on the Wake Forest camJ 
no doubt thc most eloquent tribute resides in the hum 
womcn whose lives she infiucnccd in such a special way 
twenty years in the Dean's Oilice. 

EtlCctive with Dean Johnson's retircment Dr. Jeanne 0\ 
sociate professor in the School of Business Administrati 
named acting dean, with Jane Gilbert Frceman, an instn 
philosophy named assistant dean. Dr. Owen, who had SC I" 

college in other important administrative capacities, had ~ 
the faculty since 1956. A nativc of Gibsonville, she earned 
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the absence of the president; counselled students, negotiated with 
concerned parents, and, in general, kept the college moving. The 
Dean's Office had a dedicated stafr of secretarial and clerical work
ers, and one of the most beloved was Mrs. Elizabeth Greason, 
whose husband Murray, a longtime fixture in the Athletic Depart
ment as player and coach, was killed in an automobile accident Jan
uary I, 1960. 

Lois Johnson, who had tried several times to give up her post as 
dean of women, made her retirement stick at the end of June 1962. 

"I didn't want them saying, 'Well, who's going to tell Lois she's 
been on the job too long?'" she said . "Too many of us want to hang 
on when we have no business trying. It's much better to go too 
soon than too late. I think it's about time." 

She said she had seen a number of changes in Wake Forest 
women in her two decades at the college, the greatest being "an 
attiUlde of live and let live. Coeds now arc less likely to condemn 
another coed for doing something they themselves wouldn't have 
done. I'm not really sure I like that. No doubt there is more rebei
lion against the rules. This is true everywhere. And perhaps it's per
tinent to point out that parents now arc more permissive than they 
were in 1942. Oh, yes, there's one other big change: We haven't had 
an acute ca~e of homesickness in years." 

Dean Johnson planned to live in retirement at the Johnson
Memory-McMillan family compound in Wagram. Asked what she 
would miss most, she said, "Men! I like men. Women my age are 
most often surrounded by widows and spinsters. I will miss talking 
and arguing with male faculty members. And I'll miss the exhilara
tion of being associated with youth, of being in a place where 
there's intellectual ferment." 

A dormitory honors her name on the Wake Forest campus, but 
no doubt the most eloquent tribute resides in the hundreds of 
women whose lives she influenced in such a special way in her 
twenty years in the Dean's Office. 

Effective with Dean Johnson's retirement Dr. Jeanne Owen, as
sociate professor in the School of Business Administration, was 
named acting dean, with Jane Gilbert Freeman, an instructor in 
philosophy named assistant dean. Dr. Owen, who had served the. 
college in other important administrative capacities, had been on 
the faculty since 1956. A native of Gibsonville, she earned a bache
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lor's degree from the Woman's College of the University of North 
Carolina, a master's degree in commercial science from Indiana 
University, and the J.D. degree from the University of North Car
olina. Before joining the Wake Forest staff she had taught in the 
Forsyth County schools and at Louisburg, Averett, and Marshall 
colleges. 

It was understood that Dr. Owen's appointment would be tem
porary, and on July I, 1964, Lula M . Leake, who had been assistant 
dean of students at Meredith College for six years, was named dean 
of women at Wake Forest. Known to one and all as "Lu" Leake, 
she was born May 26, 1925, in Woodville, Mississippi, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel O. Leake. She received an associate degree 
from Pearl River Junior College in 1943, a bachelor's from Louisi

;t ana State University in 1945 and a master's in religious education 
n from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. She had done 
n summer work at Peabody College and Union Theological Semi
'e nary. A one-time draftsman for the Standard Oil Company in Baton 
1 Rouge, Louisiana, she was director of the Baptist Student Union 
r at the College of William and Mary before going to Meredith. 3 

:y As dean of women in the Tribble administration Miss Leake was 
Ld a member of the faculty Executive Committee and committees on 

student life, admissions, scholarships and financial aid, and orien
[1- tation, She had to devise rules for social conduct, counsel coeds 
le who had personal, family, or academic problems, interview pro
re spective students and their parents, make dormitory room assign
.lg ments and, in general, look after the welfare of Wake Forest 
:a women. She also became active in the Baptist Church on the cam
:re pus. Perhaps her hardest job was to establish her own identity and 

style as successor to the beloved Dean Johnson. 
lut Until his death on January 3, 1952, at the age of seventy, Elliott B. 
of Earnshaw was the Bursar's Office. During his forty-nine years with 


the college he had also served as registrar, secretary of the faculty, 

secretary of the Board of Trustees, and superintendent of the col


as lege infirmary. At the time of his death he held all of those positions 

~as except registrar. Earnshaw was born August 28, 1881, in Cartersville, 
In Georgia. He arrived in North Carolina in 1901 as a freshman intent 

the upon getting a mechanical engineering degree from North Carolina 
on State College. Although he compiled the highest average in the 

he first-year class, he objected to a requirement that all students spend 
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lor's degree from the Woman's College of the University of North 
Carolina, a master's degree in commercial science from Indiana 
Univcrsity, and the J.D. degree ti'OI1l the University of North Car
olina. Before joining the Wake forest statf she had taught in the 
Forsyth County schools and at Louisburg, Averett, and Marshall 
colleges. 

It was understood that Dr. Owen's appointment would be tem
porary, and on July I, 1964-, Lula M. Leake, who had been assistant 
dean of students at Meredith College for six years, was named dean 
of women at Wake Forest. Known to one and all as "Lu" Leake, 
she was born May 26, 1925, in Woodville, Mississippi, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel O. Leake. She received an associate degree 
from Pearl River Junior College in 194-3, a bachelor's from Louisi
ana State University in 194-5 and a master's in religious education 

n from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. She had done 
11 summer work at Peabody College and Union Theological Semi
'e nary. A one-time draftsman tiJr the Standard Oil Company in Baton 
1 Rouge, Louisiana, she was director of the Baptist Student Union 
r- at the College of William and Mary before going to Meredith. 3 

:y As dean of women in the Tribble administration Miss Leake was 
lei a member of the faculty Executive Committce and committees on 

student life, admissions, scholarships and financial aid, and orien
11- tation. She had to devise rules for social conduct, counsel coeds 
.le who had personal, family, or academic problems, inten,ie\V pro
re 	 spective students and their parents, make dormitory room assign

ments and, in general, look after the welfare of Wake Forest 
women. She also became active in the Baptist Church on the cam
pus. Perhaps her hardest job was to establish her own identity and 
style as successor to the beloved Dean Johnson. 

lut Until his death on January 3, 1952, at the age of seventy, Elliott B. 
of Earnshaw was the Bursar's Office. During his forty-nine years with 
ler the college he had also served as registrar, secretary of the faculty, 

secretary of the Board of Trustees, and superintendent of the col
as- lege infirmary. At the time of his death he held all of those positions 
-vas except registrar. Earnshaw was born August 28, 1881, in Cartersville, 

111 Georgia. He arrived in North Carolina in 190I as a freshman intent 
the upon getting a mechanical engineering degree from North Carolina 
on State College. Although he compiled the highest average in the 
he first-year class, he objected to a requirement that all sUldcnts spend 
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GARDEN PARTY AT REYNOLDA- gardens at Reynolda. Pupch was served 
Wake Forest College seniors w ere from a silver bowl surrounded with pink 
honored yesterday by the staff of the and white dogwood blossoms on a table 
Office of the Dean of Women in the covered with a white lace cloth. 

Dean of Women's Staff 
Gives Its Annual Tea 

The staff ol. the Office 01 the MIss Wright greeted guests at 
Dean of· Women at Wake Forest the door to the greenhouse. Presi· 
College gave its second annu&l tea dent and. Mrs. ~arold W'. Tribble 
yesterday in the gardens at Rey. and Edwm G. Wilson, .aating dean 
nolda 01 the college, received guests 

. with the hostesses in the garden 
Honor guests were members of from 4-5:30 p.m. 

the senior class. Hostesses were Refreshments were served from 
Miss Lois Johnson, Dean of Worn· a table OIl the terrace. Punch was 
~; Mrs. L. R. O'Brian, Mrs. Me- served by house presidents of the 
linda Overby, Mrs.. May Lily junior class, who are Miss Janice 
Eames, Mrs. Euphi.. Madry and Priode of Harrisonburg, Va., and 
Miss Elizabe4h Wright. Miss Frances Joyce of Mayodan. 
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WINSTON-SALEM, N. C., SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 

First Lady of Wake Fores 

managed to enroll. War ahd a sharply 70 yet but that she was on the 70-sideBy Russell Brantley dwindling student body encouraged the of 35 when she came to Wake Forest. 

Olrector of Communications at Wake Forest Coll~g. trustees to decide to admit women.' In But before the early days of coeds 


No place is ever the same once its September, 1942, a "scared" Lois John at Wake Forest there were the early 

son became the college's first dean of days of Lois Johnson. What were they
most charming and b e aut i f u 1 


woman is gone. 
 women. The coeds and their dean were like? Daughter of Archibald and Flora 
greeted with some scepticism. The boys McNeill Johnson, native of ScotlandNow this may be a bit of romantic -and some of their professors-were County and with no blood in her exceptfoolishness. But the fact remains that afraid they would have to clean up their that of Scotsmen, she was raised init is difficult to conceive of Wake Forest jokes and in so m e cas e s their ap Thomasville where her father was editorCollege without Lois Johnson. She is its pearance. of C h a r i t y and Chi I d r e n, Baptistmost beautiful and charming woman. periodical, for 40 years. ' Twenty years later coeds are an 


Dean of Women at Wake Forest for 

Make no mistake about that. 

integral ' part of the student body. In By her own description she was a 

the last 20 years-in fact the only dean 
 scholarly activities they claim a dispro "tow-headed, ornery br.at who always 

of women the college has had-Miss 
 portionate share of the honors. About liked to read. Each of the children al 

Johnson has finally won a two-year 
 one third of the undergraduate student ways got ~ book for Christinas. And 

battle with the administration. She has 
 body is female. there was a 'shoemaker's daughter who 

. Their political power is wooed by brought me the novels of Dickens. Ibeen saying she should retire. The ad
ministration ham't wanted her to. campus politicians. And, of course, they read David Copperfield when I was 10. 


She hasn't really wanted to retiJ'e. 
 are wooed on a more exciting level. That's still my favorite book." 
Very few people do. But she has had an But if coeds have come a long way • There were five children, four girls 

~~overriding concern that she not outstay . at Wake Forest it seems fair to say that and a boy they "pestered the life out 
her usefulness. Lois Johnson has too. She has, for of." Later the boy was to pester a lot 

"I didn't want them saying, 'well, instance, become prettier with the pass of people with his typewriter. Bis name 
who's going to tell Lois she's been on ing years. This isn't an off-hand compli is Gerald. When Wake Forest gave its 
the job too long.''' There's a certain ment to an old. horse being led to first distinguished service award to an 
amount of pride in this sort of thinking. pasture. It's an observable fact to which alumnus for writing, it went to Gerald 
There's also a certain amount of realism. Miss Johnson's acquaintances will at  Johnson. He was an editorial writer for 
"Too many of us want to hang on when test. many years on the Baltimore Sun and 
we have no business trying. It's much 'More important-although it may is the author of a number of·books. Like 
better to go too soon than too late. Not have some direct connection with the Lois, he was a reader. Both of them par
that I'm leaving too soon. I think it's way she looks-there is every evidence ticularly liked a weekly called "The 
about the right time." to believe that she has grown as an indi" Youth's Companion." 

Be that as it may, her retirement, vidual since 1942, that she has gained in 
which becomes official June 30, is a confidence, charm, and yes, in stature. Four Sisters 
natural time for taking stock of the She is that pleasant contradiction to the' 
woman and of the impact she and coeus disturbing old saw that "most people The other sisters were Mary, Kate 
have had on Wake Forest College. die by the time they're 35 but are buried an.d Ella-or more formally Mrs. Kate 

Two decades ago Wake Forest was only when they're 70." And even if you Johnson Parham of Oxford, Mrs. Ella 
a no woman's land except for a slight don't .discuss a lady's age, it's pertinent Johnson Webb of Wilson and the late ' 
sprinkling of professors' daughters who to point out that Miss Johnson's isn't Mrs. Mary Johnson Lam bet h of 

Thomasville. 
Miss Johnson remembers that Gerald 

at one time was a partiCUlar problem 
to Mary, the eldest, during her early 
courting days. "Gerald had gotten a job 
then. He would come home dirty and 
this would bother Mary who would be 
sitting on the front porch with a beau. 
She thought Gerald should come in by 
the back door. Gerald disagreed strong
ly. He got mad as hops." 

But what else of this early time? 
Miss Johnson says that "people who 
didn't live before 1914 don't know any
thing about the real meaning of the 
word peace." 

Summers were spent at a cabin at 
Riverton in Scotland County. 

They still are by many of the John
sons, McMillans, Memorys, Livingstons 
and others of that happily clannish 
group of Scots. There is a cluster of 
cabins there now and members of the 
group will tell you there is no happier 
or finer place, particularly in the shank 
of a summer evening. What else? "I 
went to church every time the door was 
open. That was just understood. And I 
was among the early students in . b_o_d,y'.an.d_a comr: 
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The first residence for 17 coeds at Wake Forest was the Powell 

House, a half-mile walk from the campus. 


Grigg 

College moved to Winston-Salem, the new 
was named for the college' $ first and only 

Dean of Women. 

OS'LS 
OS'sS JOI olSJoten Wake Forest 

SlS Jfmen's dormitory 
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also was promoted to the third grade 
during her first year, mostly because 
she had taught herself to read before 
starting school. 

After completing the 10 grades 
Thomasville had then, there was an 
11th year at a high school near Red 
Springs. "That was one of the finest 
years of my life. I was 15 and there 
were two or three girls and about twice 
that many boys." 

On to College 

Then Meredith College. All the sis· 
ters went there. Ever campused? "Yes, 
but for nothing serious. I would be late 
for Sunday school roll call or for a 
meal. You. had to get there before the 
blessing and I have never be~r. one for 
being on time." Did she study. hard? 
"Not really. I talked most of the time. 
I was a good student in French <'.nd 
English. I wasn't so good in nnt:1ematics 
and Latin." 

Then there were years of high school 
teaching at Bet h e I in Pitt County, 
Thomasville, Rocky Mount, a summer 
of study in Paris and several years of 
teaching or working on the admin. 
istrative staff at Meredith. Somewhere 
along the way she got a master's de· 
gree at the University of North Caro· 
lina. 

She returned to Thomasville in 1925. 
Her father was seriously ill aEd would 
remain so for a long time. Sr.e taught 
English and French and in :934 was 
made principal of the high school. there. 
One of the teachers under her \,as Wil· 
liam H. Gibson. now director of athletics 
at Wake Forest. . 

In 1942 Wake forest wanted women. 
"They didn't give me muc~ time to 

make up my mind. If I had had more 
time probably I wouldn't have come." 
Both her parents were dead by then. 
"I just decided I'd try something new." 

New is precisely what it was. The 
first residence for coeds was the Powell 
House, a good half-mile walk from the 
campus. And walk they did tl ' ose days 
of gasoline rationing. There were 17 
coeds and Miss Johnson. The,' figured 
out that during a week's time 'rhe group 
walked a distance equivalent to that 
between Wake Forest and Boston. 

No Shades 
The house didn't have shades when 

Miss J Cihnson arrived. Next d 0 0 r a 
young boy's mother cautioned .him to 
pull down his shades when he un· 
dressed. "Why should I?" he asked. 
"The girls in the Powell House don't" 

In fact there was very little prep· 
aration for anything. The college was ,.' 
set for an invasion of soldiers who were 
to be trained there during part of the 
war. It was really government money 
that kept the college open. 

"I couldn't wait until that first fall 
was over," Miss Johnson said. "I knew 
I was going to resign." What m~de her 
stay on? Maybe she's stUbborn and she 
knew she had a job to do. She wanted 
to establish a place for coeds at Wake 
Forest. 

The college annual took a casual 
attitude toward the females, hut it did 
say that first year that Miss Johnson 
"immediately gained favor ',vlth her 
promise to the boys that the girls would 
'give them a run for their money.' .. By 
1944 that same annual and the college 
newspaper were both edited by coeds. 

Since then there has been a steady 
growth in the size of the coed student 
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lemc..H"·-lIU1Ue.LH":~ on. cam pus. 
Per;1aps the change that Miss John

son hkes least is the fact that she's le;;s 
close to the coeds than she was during 
those early years. 

"It was Miss Johnson who really 
was our common bond," a 1942 coed 
said recently. 

During all the years on the old 
campus Miss Johnson lived in a dormi
tory. Since the move she has lived in 
Faculty Apartments. This took her one 
step from the girls. There are five house 
mothers in the dorms. Much of the time 
Miss Johnson deals through them. She 
doesn't like it. She likes to deal directly 
with the girls. 

That first year in the Powell House 
there were seven rules. This year there 
are too many to count. ' And rlespite the 
thoughts of cam pus e d coeds, Miss 
Johnson doesn't like rules. She prefers 
"freedom with responsibility." 

Are there many big changes in the 
attitudes of coeds in two decades? 

"The greatest change is an attitude 
of live and let live. Coeds now are less 
likely to condemn another coed for 
doing something they the m s e I v e s 

.1. Ilt\.C LClqt. • • ,v U,-' U!;.". t,ltl(;: r e 1;, U"-'V l o,: Ct:;

bellion against rules. This is true every
where. And perhaps it's pertinent to 
point out that parents now are much 
more permissive than they were in 1942. 

"Oh, yes, there's one 0 the r big 
change. We haven't had an acute case 
of homesickness in years ." 

What will she miss most about Wake 
Forest? 

"Men! I like men. Women my age 
are most often surrounded by widows or 
spinsters. I will miss talking and ar gu
ing with male facuIty members. And 
I'll miss the exhilaration of being as
sociated WIth youth, of being in a place 
where there's intellectual ferment." 

Scotland County 

Miss Johnson Is going back to Scot
land County, A niece, Mrs. Catharine 
Lambeth Carlton who has worked as a 
house mother at Wake Forest this year, 
is building a home near Wagram. Miss 
Johnson IS having one of the rooms 
built. This will be her headquarters at 
least until she relaxes. 

What do the people who know Miss 

..:- ... ..:.::IO.1u..:::;, ........... d..i...,.1\.A "" • .L.1.1UU.Lt:: ~.erY. -- ' 


"she was the finest possible choice Wake 
,Forest could have made for its first dean 
of women," 

Compassionate. understanding, fair
minded. These are some of the words 
used by people who know her. "Don' t 
forget her sense of humor," one of t.hem 
said. 

It's hard to when she tells you that 
one of the scenes she remembers most 
vividly during her early years at Wake 
Forest was driving through town with a 
lion on the runningboard of her car. 

"There was this girl," she said, "who 
was in a play. She was a lion. I went 
down to pick her up after the per
formance and she still had her lion's suit 
on. She said she couldn't get in the car 
because it would smash her tail. So we 
rode th r ough town with her on the 
runningboard while townspeople craned 
their necks. Some dignified dean of 
women. " 

Almost as if extending an apology 
she said recently: 

"It 's been a commonplace life, a dull 
one, I'm afraid," 

Obviously she 's also modest. 

In June, 1955, sisters and brother got together at their favorite summer retreat at Riverton. They 
are {from left} the late Mrs. IIJary Johnson Lambeth, Gerald Johnson, ilIrs. Kate lohnson Parham, 

, Miss Lou lohnson and Mrs. Ella Johnson Webb. " 

~ -
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The 

first la~y 

of 

Wake forest 

College 

by Diana Billilan~ 

For twenty years of outstanding leadership, integrity, friendship, 

and good humor, to Dean Lois Johnson, First Lady of Wake Forest 

College, we the students express our love and appreciation. 

,.. 

3 



Coeds making the First Wake Forest flag: Miss Johnson, Martha Ann Allen, Mary 
Francis Cox, Viola Hopkins, Lois Bradley, Betty Lou Williams. 

When Lois Johnson and the coeds arrived 
at Wake Forest in 1942, they were received 
with overwhelming approval from the col
lege itself, if not from the entire convention. 
The coeds are staying, but Miss Johnson 
feels it is time she retired. 

So on July 1 she officially retires as the 
first and only Dean of Women. The last 
two months have been full of farewell 
speeches, dinners and articles, all intimating 
that she should stay. More than this, each 
has been a tribute to her personality, indel
ibly stamped on her job. 

It was fitting that one of these should 
concern the future of the college. The 
Alumni Association established the Lois 
Johnson Scholarship. She was presented 
with a book of the letters which accompan
ied the alumni donations. 

The most effective and spontaneous tri
bute of all was given by a fraternity on 
campus. In the rush of end-of-the-year 
serenades one evening was outstanding in 
that every coed attended the serenade in 
front of Johnson Dormitory. The Sigma 
Chis sang a full roster of songs, closing with 
"The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi," in honor of 
Miss Johnson. 

Apparently she has more than successfully 
eliminated the general concept that the 
Dean of Women is · a cross between Mme. 
Defarge and Dracula's daughter. 

" " " 

Her biggest regret in leaving is that she 
has not been able to know more of the girls 
personally. She remembers enthusiastically 
the days at Powell House. The first year, 

in 1942, there were seventeen coeds with 
Miss Johnson as Dean of Women, house
mother and Professor of French. Never 
having had girls in residence at the college 
before, several rather obvious things were 
omitted in the list of equipment for Powell 
House. A maid, brooms, window shades. 

One of the first weeks, one evening just 
at closing hour, Miss Johnson was upset over 
one of the girls' staying out late, but was 
even more upset over a Peeping Tom who 
had been located in a tree outside a second
floor window. Dr. McDonald and some boys 
bringing in the late coed were enlisted in 
defense. The intruder was shaken down out 
of the tree but he escaped without being 
identified. Rumor has it that Miss Johmon 
stood behind the front door all night, hold
ing a broom. 

Each week the women in Powell House 
walked the distance from Wake Forest to 
Boston. The house was half a mile from 
campus, and each of the eighteen averaged 
three trips a day. This figured out to 612 
miles a week. 

" " " 
Miss Johnson established the ground rules 

for coeds before the Women's Government 
Association was organized. Actually the 
rules haven't changed much in the last 
twenty years. This list of rules was pub
lished with the comment: "Men students 
are requested to aid the coeds in the obser
vation of these rules." 

Eight of the original inhabitants of Powell House: Standing: Mariano Hawkins Nowe ll , 
Frances Cox Lipscomb, Carolyn Vick Holding, Beth Perry Upchurch, Lois Bradley Puryea r. 
Sitting: Ruth Hocutt Walker, Miss Johnson, Ethel Kornegay Trotter. 
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(1) Girls must be in their rooms by 10:30 
p.m. on weekday nights and 11:30 on Fri
day nights and Saturday. 
(2) No automobile riding will be permitted 
at night except directly to and from an 
approved destination unless a parent has 
approved this privilege for his daughter. 

(3) Dating in parked cars during the 
evening will not be permitted. 

(4) Girls are expected to return not later 
than 10:30 p.m. from out-of-town trips. 

(5) No girl may go to a man's room at 
any time, nor may they enter a fraternity 
house unless the house in question has 
secured permission from the college authori
ties to conduct an open house at a specified 
time. 

(6) Girls will not be permitted to smoke 
on the campus, in the streets or in a class
room, though they may smoke in their living 
quarters if they so desire. 

(7) Girls whose college work is not satis
factory will have their social privileges 
curtailed. 

" " " 

At the Baptist State Convention 
Miss Johnson spoke strongly 
students. 

The first homecoming the coeds put in 
one of their innovations, the first flag in 
the history of the college. They designed 
a flag using the college seal. Mbs Johnson 
donated gold and black wool material, and 
the Betsy Rosses went to work. The morn
ing of homecoming five were working on 
the flag at once, sewing on letters and 
hemming the edges. By that evening it 
was flying at the football game just under 
the Stars and Stripes. 

The second year of women at Wake 
Forest, 1943, the number of coeds tripled. 
Old Gold and Black estimates during regis
tration were: Freshmen-200 men, five wo
men; Sophomores-200 men, seven women; 
Juniors-190 men, twenty women; Seniors-

in 1957 
for the 

120 men, 16 women. This same fall the 
Boston commuters moved into Simmons 
Dormitory, which was located on campus. 
They also took over editorship of two 
publications and a number of offices in 
the student government. Miss Johnson 
boasts of this rise to prominence, but adds, 
"After all, it was the war, and the best
qualified men were overseas." 

She should know about qualified men. 
Miss Johnson has only kept up the out

standing reputation of her outstanding 
family. Her father, Archibald Johnson, was 
onetime editor of the state Baptist paper 
Charity and Children. Her brother is the 
well-known writer, Gerald W. Johnson. 

Miss Johnson was graduated from 
Meredith and earned her M.A. at the Uni
versity of North Carolina. She studied one 
summer at the University of Paris. For 
eight years she was principal of a high 
school, one of her pupils being band leader 
Kay Kaiser. After three years of teaching at 
Meredith she was selected to become Wake 
Forest's first Dean of Women. 

She was given a free hand in her job, the 
college authorities having no preconceived 
notions about its requirements, and soon 
convinced even the most dubious that 
coeducational education was here to stay. It 
seems that the first president of Wake 
Forest, Samuel 'Vait said he wished "there 
was a wall fifty feet high and ten miles 
square around the place and no young 
lady permitted to come inside it." 

Receiving a book of the letters from alumni for the Lois Johnson Scholarship Fund. 

\Ve asked a number of people for com
ments about :'vtiss Johnson. Instead of com
ments, we got paragraphs. Former students 
recalled enthusiastically her vivid manner 
of teaching. Her secretary looked blank and 
sighed, "It 's hopeless." Others tried to 
express just what Miss Johnson had meant 
to them. Every man consulted described 
her as, "beautiful." A member of the 
faculty said, "The prettiest coed on 
campus," and another, "A real character." 
A coed looked up from her physics book 
long enough to say, ''I'd like to be just like 
her." 

With her brother, writer Gerald Johnson. 
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Commencement 1962 with Dr. Liston Pope, 
Dean of the Yale Divinity School. 

Maybe the best comment is her own. A 
recent article in the JDurnal-Sentinel gave 
her answer to the question of what she 
would miss the most. 

"Men! I like men. Women my age are 
most often surrounded by widows or 
spinsters. I will miss talking and arguing 
with male faculty members. And I'll miss 
the exhilaration of being associated with 
youth, of being in a place where there's 
intellectual ferment." 

In closing our interview with Miss John
son, we asked if she had any particular 
comment she would like to make. She 
thought for a moment, then smiled and 
held out her arms. ''I'd like to start all over 
again." 

II 
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Address by Miss Lois Johnson 
Dedication of the Mary Reynolds Babcock Dormitory
November 17 , 1962 

I t is i ndeed a happy privilege to represent Wake Forest 

College - and its women students particularly - in accepting this residence 

hall and in dedicating it to the purposes for which the college stands . 
,/' 

This elegant and commodious building is a very far cry from the first 

dor mitory for those brave pioneer women who ventured to accept Wake 

Forest ' s invitation t o coeducation . They had to put up with many 
~",.

•~ a¥\ 
i nconvenience s and shor tages as compared to the co~forts and fine 

appointments that have gone into the planning and f urnishing of this 

building . But almost all of t hem worked hard t oward making their 

residence a place of warmth, orderliness and beauty, where a girl might 

feel safe and welcome when she came in at night . 

/ That , it s eems t o me , is one of the important functions of a 

dormitory . I t should be a real home and should provide that atmosphere 

of secur ity and culture so neces sary to t he we l fare of young people 

e~peCiallY . And so the money spent to make it beautiful and convenient 

is wel l inves ted. ,.,.'
/

The education of a student i s by no means obtained entirely 

from classroom, laboratory and library. After all , even the most diligent 

scholar spends less than a third of t he hours of the week in those places, 

and much of t he other two thirds of her time i s spent among her fellow 

student s i n the res idence hall . 

I l ike a ph~.rase I once read in which dormitories were called 

"laboratories f or living . " I t is here that young women - away from home 

and on their own for the f i rst time - learn to live intimately with others 

of different backgrounds and to share in democratic living . 
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;lIn the paj ama lounges upstairs, the endless bridge games and 

bull sessions give the shy girl an opportunity to rub elbows with more 

aggressive young women and to learn to express and defend, or perhaps 

to change, some of the ideas and theories that she had always taken for 

granted . Her more dogmatic sister , on the other hand , may learn to respect 

the rights and opinions of others . ! In this beautiful room all the girls 

may entertain their f riends and have a chance for training in the social 

graces t hat add much to the charm and usefulness of the educated woman .~ 

In the recreation room downstairs, groups may assemble to watch news and 

political broadcasts, football games - or just westerns - on television 

and t o give the boy friends those important snacks that make them want 

to come again . / In the housemother s' suites , a homesick or be~ ildered 

gi rl may be cheered up by a cup of coffee and the sympathetic ear of a 

mature person. In the bedrooms girls learn to share and to budget time 

and space so that serious work may be done .;f And in the confe n~pms 
t he Executive Board of the Women's Government Association, elected by 

their peers, will often spend hours - sometimes far into the night - making 

and executing p lans for the observance of that law and order necessary for 

a democratic society . And so these residence halls and the women who 

direct t hem have an important part in the educational experiences of the 

women of Wake Forest College. 

Therefore it is with a deep sense of gratitude to the generous 

donors that we accept this beautiful and convenient building . w~S~erelY 
hope that i t will be a worthy memorial to the gracious lady whose name 

it bears and whose interests and activities proved her faith in young 

people and in the future of Wake Forest College . 
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With appreciation and reverence we dedicate the Mary Reynolds 

Babcock Dormitory t o the healthy fun and innocent frivo lity of youth; to 

t he cultivation of the social graces in the young women of North Caro l ina 

and of other s t ates and nations ; t o the encouragement of serious scholar

ship ; t o the development of women trained to that complete education which 

wi ll rebound to the service of mankind and the glory of God . 
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At WFU Dies at Age 98 


Lois Johnson guided first women students 
By Rich McKay 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

PINEHUHST 
Lois Johnson, who became the 

first dean of womell at vVake Forest. 
Uni\"C rsi Ly ill I Q'12 , died yest.erday 
at age D8 ill a nursing home, 
, She is rcmen,bered as a \voman 

of kindlless and gentle wit, who 
loved to read, argue with male fac
ul ty members and be around young 
people. 

Johnson, the daughter of an edi
tor of a Christian periodical, was 
born in 1894 in Riverton in Scot
land County. By her own descrip
Liun she was a "low-headed ornery 
brat" who always liked to read and 
went to church. In summer, a friend 
brought her Dickens novels, which 
she read cover to cover. 

Johnson graduated from Mer
edith College in 191 6 and received 
a master 's degree from the Univer
sity of NOIth Carolina. She taught 
English and French in the 1930s in 
Thomasville. Johnson became the 
principal of Thomasville High 
School before joining Wake Forest. 

The decision to enroll women in 
1942 was not ",idely accepted on 
campus , which had few women stu
dents other than a few daughters of 
professors. 

J ohnson, known as "Miss Lois ," 
was in charge of the firs t group of 
46 women on a campus with 300 
male students . She also taught 

~ ----~ a 

French and was one of only three 
women professors at \Vake Forest. 
during the war. 

The first women's quarters was a 
house a mile fro m campus t.hat was 
repainted pink, blue and pea green. ., 
But. .Johnson said that when the 
women moved in, no one thought. 
to provide window shades, a te le
phone or a maid_ 

By J94R, enrollment of women 
had risen to 300. 

By 1957, dancing on campus hac! 
blJcome an issue at Wake Forest; 
Johnson stood up with utter com
posure to thousands of opponents 
in the BapList State CUllvention. 

.Johnson remained dean of wom
en until she retired in 1962. Fellow 
faculty members said at the time 
that she used a bond of friendship 
more than a handbook of regula
tions in_de~ling \\ith students. 

Listing her favorite memories as 
a dean, she recaUed driving a stu
dent dressed as a lion to a school 
play. But the student couldn't get in 
the car \vithout smaEhing the tail. 

"So we rode through town \vith 
her on the running board while 
townspeople craned their necks - 
some dignified dean of women, " 
Johnson said. 

Funeral serv ices \vi ll be held at 
11 a.m. SaturdaS' at Spring Hill 
Baptist Church in \Vagram, near 
Laurinburg. Burial will follow in 
Spring Hill Cemerery. 
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Dateline: Wagram 

Miss r,ois Johnson, 98, former Dean of Women at Wake Forest college 
died Friday, October 22, at Manor Care in Pinehurst. 

Funeral services will be 11 a.m. Saturday at Spring Hill Baptist 
Church officiated by the Rev. Craig Walker. Burial will follow in 
Spr ing Hill Cemetery. C" 1 '\l J I 4 'j - I cu.vUII 

'\..10 crU:L ) " 
Miss Johnson was born November 24, 1894 at Riverton in Scotland , 

County, one of five children of the late Archibald and Flora McNeill 

Johnson. She attended public School in Thomasville and graduated 

from Meredith College in the Class of 1916. She later received a 

Masters Degree from the University of North Carolina. After teaching 

for several years in the Thomasville High School, she was appointed

Principal. She served there until 1942. In that year, wake Forest 

College opened its doors to women and she was th~' first Dean of 

Women. She remained there for twenty ¥ears dUl:ing which Wake Forest 

moved to Winston-Salem and became a un~versity. 


After her retirement in 1962, she moved to Riverton to live with her 

niece, Mrs. Spencer Carlton, spending her winters in Oxford with her 

sister, the late Mrs. Benjanlin Parham. Miss Johnson was predeceased

by ~hr~e sisters, Mrs. Char~es F. La~be~h of Tllomasvill~, Mrs. 

BCn]amLn W. Parham of Oxford, Mrs. WLl11am D. webb of W~lson and one 

brother, gerald W. Johnson of Baltimore. 


She is survived by ten nieces and nephews. 

McDougald Funeral Horne of Laurinburg is serving the family. 
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WAKE FOREST 


Vice President for Special Proj ects 

Miss Johnson was the perfect person to lead Wake Forest into 

coeducation. She was a woman of intelligence, good will, and charm, 

with liberal sympathies and a profound understanding of people. 

In the University's history she will always have a unique and 

honored place. Those of us who knew her will nev,er forget her. 

Box 7269 Reynolda Station • Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27109 • (919) 759-5214 
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