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DWIGHT HAYS 
A Sketch by Larry Jones, Sewanee, Tennesee 

Daniel Dwight Hays was the son of William (and Hester?) Hays and the brother of Eben 
Hays, Henry Hays, Elizabeth A. Hays McDuffie, Lucretia Hays, and perhaps others 
(maybe a sister named Hester). 

He was born September 1, 1803, in Marion County, SC, (placing him between his 
brother Eben b. ca. 1799 and Henry b. ca. 1806) and married around 1822. It can 
be speculated that he might have been named for (Rev.) Daniel Dwight, who is 
mentioned in Rambles in the Pee Dee Basin: South Carolina as a settler around 1735 
in the area of the Great Pee Dee River some miles downstream from where 
William Hays would have lived-i.e., in the general vicinity of present-day 
Conway. It has been written that Daniel Dwight Hays married a daughter of 
Stephen and Sarah (Dew) Berry; it is also known that his wife was named Mary. 
Initially, it may seem unusual that Stephen Berry would have had two daughters 
named Mary. Wilson Dew's wife, named Mary Ann, was one of them; evidently, 
Dwight Hays' wife, named Mary M., was another. However, this general family 
sometimes repeated the use of the same name among children. Mary and Wilson 
Dew, for example, themselves had four daughters all of whom had Ann in the 
name (Mary Ann, Martha Ann, Sarepta Ann, and Ann). One source gave the 
first name of Mrs. Dwight Hays as Polly; others have suggested that her name 
was Molly, raising the question of whether Mary M. might have stood for Mary 
Margaret or Mary Molly. There has been some discussion about whether 
Dwight might have been married twice- especially since he had children from 
1823 to 1852; however, we know from some fairly early records that his wife was 
Mary, including that Mary was the name given for the mother of twenty-year old 
daughter Lucretia when she died in 1846, and then the tombstone near him in 
Georgia indicates that his wife's name was Mary M. In addition, the 1860 
Georgia census indicates that Mary, his wife at that time, was from Marion 
County, SC. One basis for the idea that his wife was a Berry is that one record 
(see below) indicates that his father-in-law, Stephen Berry, taught him to 
improve his skill at reading and writing. 

Dwight Hays was still in Marion County in 1825 when he purchased one or more 
items from the estate of Nathan Tart, husband of Fama Berry. He was listed in 
other court records of this period. He was still in Marion County in 1830 and 
appears to have had three daughters and one son by that time. 

A paragraph from the History of Terrell's Bay Baptist Church reads: 

Dwight Hays served as Pastor about the years 1832 and 1833. He lived then near where Mr. 
Thomas Stanly now lives. He was a man of good sense, and well beloved, but uneducated. He 



could not read when he began to preach. He married a daughter of Mr. Stephen Berry, who 
taught him to read and write. By diligent application he became a fair English scholar. After his 
services as Pastor he rode as Missionary with Rev. Joel Allen for two years. 

In 1833, Dwight Hays was ordained at Catfish Baptist Church. Some records 
suggest Dwight Hays' involvements in South Carolina into the late part of the 
1830's, but he was also involved among the North Carolina Baptists. He is 
supposed to have been at Big Branch Baptist Church (NC?) in 1837. In 1838 
when Mary Coleman, wife of Rev . John D. Coleman and mother of 8, died at age 
30, he preached her funeral. (Her death was July 13, 1838; the funeral was the 
"second Sabbath of September".) According to her obituary, "the occasion was 
solemn: many tears were shed over the grave of the deceased by a large circle of 
relations and friends". In January of 1839, the Biblical Recorder and Southern 
Watchman gave the schedule for the February (and subsequent) preaching 
appointments for Dwight Hays. Making some reference to the preceding listing, 
for the J. Culpeper, Jr. and Joel Allen preaching circuit, it read: 

Dwight Hays will preach Feb. 1st_ on the same circuit, at Gapway; 
2nd , at Hopewell ; 3rd, at Salem; 4th, at Conwa yborough; 5th, at Little 
Pee Dee; 6th, at School-hous e; 7th, at Friendship; 8th, at Terrell 's Bay; 
9th, at Brown's C. H. at night; 10th, at Bird's; 11th, at Antioch; 12th, at 
Catfish; 13th, at Brownsville; 14th, at Salem; 15th, at Bethel Ch.; 18th, at 
Digg's; 19th, at Piney Grove; 20th, at Bethel; 21st, at Beaver Dam; 22nd, 

at Burton's Fort- Bennettsville at night; 23rd , at Hebron; 24th, at 
Sardis; 25th, at Stafford's; 26th, at Buck Swamp. D. Hay's 
appointm ents will be at all these places on the same da ys of every 
month through the year. 

Later in that year (1839) must have been about the time that Dwight Hays moved 
to North Carolina. The Biblical Recorder and Southern Watchman indicates that on 
the evening of Saturday, November 16th, the executive committee of the Cape 
Fear Association met at his house. "The expedi ency of having two circuits was 
approved , and the line of division marked out. The circuits were methodically 
arranged, and brethren Abel King and A. B. Stephens were emplo yed to 
itinerate. It was then on the following Sabbath that Dwight Hays and the Rev. 
John D. Coleman, ordain ed A. B. Stephens of Ash Pole Church, Robeson County, 
"to the office of evan gelist". Dwight preach ed on 2 Timoth y 4:5 "But watch thou 
in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry". The 1840 census found him in Robeson County, and it is thought 
that he had three more children while living in that county. On the day after 
Christmas of 1840 Dwight Hays wrote from Lumb erton to the Biblical Recorder 
and Southern Watchman the sad not e: 



Bro. Meredith:--! having been appointed to Itinerate in the circuit 
assigned Bro. Stephens, and was to have attended the different 
churches on the same days of the month that he did, commencing 
the first of January, but I am disappointed in consequence of one of 
my children having been severely burnt. I therefore wish you to 
publish in the Recorder, that I cannot meet my first appointment, 
and that the churches composing the circuit need not look for me 
until they see my appointments published in the Recorder. 

Your brother in the Lord, 
Dwight Hays 

In 1843 he was one of the "ministering Brethren" associated with a revival at the 
Church at Saron on mountain Creek in Richmond County, N. C. In a report of 
that meeting, reference was made to his "traveling for the Pee Dee Association." 
The article continues : "That you may know something of the interest of this 
meeting, Brother Hays, our itinerant minister, said, in all his life he never had 
been at but one single meeting equal to it-he has been in several great revivals." 

When "The Pee Dee Association" of the church met in Montgomer y County, 
NC, October 18-21, 1844, a report from "their missionary for the last year", 
Dwight Hays, read as follows: 

"I have labored 248 days; was providentiall y hindered by sickness 
20 days; preached 194 Sermons; baptised 18 persons . The reason 
why the number of days exceeds the Sermon, those days were 
spent in protracted meetings, where I was assisted by other 
Ministering Brethren. There is within your bounds an increase of 
the advocat es of Missions; the caus e is on the advance, and the time 
will soon appear when the cause of Missions will cover the earth, as 
the waters do the great deep . I feel thankful, dear Brethren, for the 
confidence you have reposed in me, and may the choicest of 
blessings rest upon the cause in which you are engaged, is the 
sincere prayer of your unworthy servant. 

Dwight Hays" 

It may be that at this time and in thi s place there was discussion of the role of 
missionary work in general. The reference below to 1848 indicates that there was 
a Rev. Solomon Snider "of the Anti-missionary Church" who "chang ed his 
sentiments". By 1845 Dwight Hays had moved to Anson County, North 
Carolina. In that sam e year, Dwight 's sister, Elizabeth A. Hays McDuffie and her 
husband, Angus, had their first son. They named him Daniel Dwight McDuffie. 
Angus McDuffie was from North Carolina, and it is easy to speculate that Angus 



and Elizabeth might have been brought together because of the involvements of 
Rev. Dwight Hays in North Carolina. They are both buried in Marlboro County, 
SC, at Salem Baptist Church, where, as mentioned previously, Dwight Hays had 
preached. (There is, by the way, a Lucretia Hays Proctor, who in 1852 named a 
son Dwight. We know that Dwight Hays had a younger sister Lucretia so it 
seems possible that she was the same as this Mrs. Jesse Proctor. My 
understanding is that son Jesse (Dwight) Proctor lived near Brownsville in 
Marlboro County, SC.) I think it is interesting that Dwight Hays gave his 
children names of some of his siblings. Lucretia and Elizabeth were his sisters. 
Henry was a brother, and Eben (same as Evan among his children in the list 
below?) was another brother. 

The Biblical Recorder of July, 1846, indicates that Dwight Hays was associated 
with an August "protracted meeting" at Brown Creek Meeting House, North 
Carolina, six miles north of Wadesboro. It was in that same month that Dwight 
and Mary Hays lost their twenty year old daughter, Lucretia, who died in Anson 
County. (See obituary below). 

Another article, written in January of 1848, about events in Anson County 
indicates that "brother Dwight Hayse is to Itinerate for this Association, where 
no doubt, he will be the means of great good". The January 22nd (1848) edition 
lists his appointments as follows: 

"Dear Brother,--! hereby furnish you with a list of appointments for 
the Rev. D. Hays (at his request.) February 3d at Meadow Branch 
in Union County. -4 th Shilo; 5th at Bulah in Charlotte; 6th at Sugar 
Creek S.C.; 7th at Mill Creek; 8th at Waxhaw; 9th at Spring Hill S.C.; 
10th at Union; 11th at Fork Hill; 12th at Providence; 13th at Fork Creek; 
14th at Flat Creek; 15th at New Hope; 16th at Beaver Creek; 17th at 
Berea; 18th at Flat Rock; 19th at Beaverdam S.C.; 29th at Antioch; 2l5t 
Mt. Pisgah; 22d at Elizabeth; 23d Hopewell; 24th at Lane's Creek; 
25th Mt. Oleve; 26th at Deep Creek. 
I request the Brethren to give as much publicity to the appointment 
as possible. 

E. C. Williams" 

In 1849 he was at "Hickory Head, P. 0., South Carolina, Lancaster District" and 
the 1850 census found him in Lancaster County, SC. His travels continued, and 
the 1860 census finds him in Dougherty County, Georgia, where he was listed as 
a "Planter and Baptist Clergyman." He must have have returned to North 
Carolina from Lancaster County, SC, because his family indicate they understand 



his move to Georgia was from the Lumberton, NC, area, and that it took place in 
or around 1854. 

After the move to Georgia, Dwight Hays served between 1857 and 1860 at 
churches in Dougherty County by the names of Bethesda and Pine Bluff and in 
Baker County at Bethel. During this same time period he also did missionary 
work among the black people of the area at places named Oak Lawn (7 miles 
west of Albany), Robert's Ferry, Tarver's Plantation, and Gum Pond. According 
to Mitchell County, GA, history book, Dwight was minister in 1859 at Mt. Enon 
Church. 

Toward the end of his life Daniel Dwight Hays was a minister at Cool Springs 
Baptist Church just out of Sale City in Colquitt County, GA. He died on August 
12, 1862, and is buried in the Cool Springs Baptist church cemetery, where his 
wife, who died on May 30, 1886, is also buried. Although he did not reach his 60th 

birthday, it seems clear that he led a life fully engaged in the ministry- and one 
which undoubtedly bore much fruit. 



CHILDREN OF DWIGHT AND MARY HAYS 

Because of the poor writing, the use of initials, and the approximation of ages, it 
was very difficult to establish the numbers and names of children of this Dwight 
Hays from U.S. census records. However, from those I personally estimated that 
he had about fifteen children--nine daughters and six sons. Fortunately , in 1998 I 
was able to locate some of his descendants living in south Georgia and in Florida, 
and they (especially Philip C. Sawyer, 520 Fulton Green Rd., Lakeland, FL 33809-
5207; Phie1i36@cs.com) provided the names of the children as follows. Although 
my information was so far from complete, I was glad to see that with Philip's 
information there still turn out to be nine daughters and six sons. 

1. Mattie A. Hays b. ca. 1823. m. (Rev.) Sam Proctor 

2. Woodbury Hays b. ca. 1825 - He can be found in the 1870 census of Anson 
County, NC-age 45 with his wife Mary and children Henry and a daught er. 

3. Lucretia Hays b. ca. 1826. The Biblical Recorder and Southern Watchman for July 
15, 1846, had an obituary for her. In 1846, her age was given as 20. Hence, I 
modified the earlier estimated year of birth from 1831 to 1826. Her obituary 
reads: 

"Died, in Anson co. on the 13th inst., after an illness of eight days of 
Bilious Remittent fever, in the 20th year of her age, Miss Lucretia, 
daughter of Rev. D. & Mar y Hays. For nearl y two years she had 
been a member of the Baptist church, and lived in the enjoyment of 
a well grounded hope of uninterrupted felicity in a world to com e. 
During her illness, she often reproach ed herself for having been too 
unthankful to her Heavenly Father for his many mercies, and 
expressed an anxious solicitude for the salvation of her 
unconverted relations, and irr eligious friends. It was a great 
blessing she said that it was her lot to die, instead of one of those of 
her near relations, who yet remain ed out of the Ark of safet y. Her 
tim e of extr emit y had come, and through th e merciful visitation of 
Divine Grace, she was enabled to case her whole reliance on Him, 
who said to the troubled elements 'peace be still.' She thu s fell 
asleep in the arms of her Saviour, leaving a numerous conn ection to 
mourn their loss, and an exampl e of meekn ess and resignation 
wo rthy of imit ation . 

mailto:Phieli36@cs.com


Jesus calls and bids the tempest cease, 
Of life's corroding cares; 

He smiles and says, come welcome to my peace, 
Remote from all terrestrial snares." 

3. Lucinda A. (Lucindy) Hays b. April 2, 1828, Marion County, SC, d. October 23, 
1914. She never married. A picture of her, supplied by Philip Sawyer, is on the 
following page, labelled A. 

4. Luzetta Hays b. ca. 1829 

5. Sarah Hays b. 1830 d. 1922. Shem. (Rev) Garrett Lewis Parker (CSA) b. 
November 17, 1827, d. April 26, 1896. Additional information on her family is on 
pages labelled B - I. 

7. Joseph L. Hays b. ca. 1836 in Robeson County, NC 

8. Elizabeth Hays b. ca. 1838 in Robeson County, NC 

9. Henry C. Hays b. ca. 1840 in Robeson County, NC 

10. Daniel Dwight Hays b. November 1, 1841, Robeson County, NC, d. May 19, 
1926, m. Millie Blackburn b. May 18, 1845, d. March 24, 1913. They died and 
were buried in Hopeful, Mitchell County, Georgia. They are pictured on the 
page labelled J. They and their family are also pictured on K with labels for the 
picture on page L. M has representative of the family as it exists more recently, 
and N through FFF. 

11. Mary Frances Ha ys b. ca. 1843, Anson County, NC 

12. Laura Hays b. ca. 1846, Anson County, NC 

13. Arrah P. Hays b. January 28, 1846, Camden, SC, d. April 16, 1918, Colquit, 
GA, m . on January 6, 1868, to Moses A. McColl um b. March 26, 1847, Monroe, 
NC, d. July 17, 1906, Colquit, GA. Information on their family is on GGG. 

14. Steven Lee Andr ew Hays b. March 28, 1852, Lancast er County, SC, d. January 
8, 1915, Cool Springs, GA. 

15. Evan Hays b. ? (I wonder if he was the son I had down as being born around 
1831.) 



(My earlier estimates: 1. M.A. Hays, a daughter b. ca. 1823; 2. L.A. Hays, a 
daughter b. ca. 1828; 3. Lucinda Hays, a daughter b. ca. 1829; 4. A son b. ca. 1825-
1830; 5. A daughter b. ca. 1830; 6. S. Hays, a son b. ca. 1831, 7. J. Hays, a son b. ca. 
1836; 8. E. Hays, a daughter b. ca. 1838; 9. A daughter b. ca. 1830-1835; 10. H. C. 
Hays, a son b. ca. 1840; 11. Dwight Hays Jr., b. ca. 1842; 12. M. F. Hays, daughter 
b. ca. 1845, 13. A. P. Hays, daughter b. ca. 1846; 14. Laura Hays b. ca. 1846; 15. S. 
L., a son b. ca. 1852.). His wife, listed in 1860, was named Mary and was from 
Marion County, S.C.) 
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