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Silver Creek Baptist Church was organized on the fifteenth 
day of April, 1840 by the White . Oak Baptist Church, now Mill 
Spring Baptist Church, Mill Spring, North Carolina. The first church 
was located on property owned by the late Daniel Edwards in the 
forks of state roads No. 1138 and No. 1141. The first deacons were 
Jim Jackson, Mart Hamilton, Samuel McMurray and Greenbery 
Arledge. The Green River Church assisted in the ordination of these 
men. For approximately twenty-five years the church remained at 
this location. 

In 1898 the late Matthew Hamilton deeded 5 acres to Silver 
Creek Baptist Church at which time the building located on the 
Daniel Edwards prope1ty was given to the colored brethren for a 
place to worship. A new building was then erected on the property 
facing the Green River Cove Road. This building was burned 
during the Civil War. A log church was built about 1865 again 
facing the Green River Cove Road, but closer to the Silver Creek 
Road. This building, sometime before 1876, was also destroyed by 
fire at which another log church was built near the present site. This 
building was later boarded inside and out and served until 1911. 

The first Sunday School was organized on May 16, 1891 with 
Rev. Elbert Jackson elected as superintendent and J. M. Hamilton 
as assistant. This apparently did not last for on March 5, 1899 an 
other Sunday School was organized with A. E. Jones elected as the 
superintendent. 

We are told by the records kept that on May 20, 1906 a com 
mittee was appointed to "devise plans for building a new church." 
Those appointed were: R. M. Foster, Tony Constant, Sherman Mc 
Murray, E. A. Arledge, Rufus Constant, J. R. Williams, Hamilton 
Arledge, Clem Arledge, Jr., H. P. Arledge, and W. M. Earley. No 
record is given of any action by this committee. 

The next account of any action is recorded in January, 1911. 
The church, in conference, voted to build a new church. A com 
mittee of three, namely R. M. Constant, C.H. Arledge, and Z. Vance 
Thompson, was elected to serve. In June, 1911 the name of H. P. 
Arledge was added to this committee. A report was called for on 
July 8, 1911 and was submitted as follows: "We your building 
committee beg leave to submit the following report. We find in 
our Treasure hands One hundred and thirty-seven dollars for build 
ing funds after paying One hundred and ten dollars 83/100 for 
fourteen thousand seven hundred feet of lumber leaving a balance 
due by treasure Twenty-six 17 /100." 
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August, 1911 minutes give the following names as added to the 
Building Committee: Mrs. M. J. Higgins, Harrill Arledge, Dellon 
Green, Carson Hill, and J. C. Ledbetter. 

The exact cost of the building and the amount of money bor 
rowed is not told us but in April of 1912 they voted to borrow 
$25.00 to finish the building. This building, with some remodeling 
and expansion, was to serve the congregation until March 12, 1972. 

For many years the church met but one weekend per month. 
They began their monthly meeting at noon on Saturday with a 
sermon and then conference. This was repeated on Sunday follow 
ing. The minutes for Saturday, November 9, 1912 reveal that the 
church indebtedness was discussed. Pledges were made on that day 
in the amount of $29.50 toward the debt. Only $26.50 of that was 
paid that day but this was enough to pay a note held by R. M. 
Constant for the amount of $26.50. Then on Sunday, November 10, 
1912 another fund raising was sought. That amounted to $9.50 being 
paid. 

Rev. J. B. Arledge as pastor in the year 1913 was paid a salary 
of $75.00 and the salary for the year 1914 was set at $100.00. 

Also in 1913 the Building Committee previously listed was 
charged with the responsibility of securing new seats for the church. 
It was reported on January 10, 1915 that subscriptions for the seats 
amounted to $100.51 with $90.20 in the treasury. The disbursements 
for the seats was $66.70. 

There are many people who were an influence to the church 
in its earlier years. Names that continue to come up are G. H. 
Arledge, C. W. Constant, Daniel Edwards, Matthew Hamilton, H.P. 
Arledge, J. B. Justice, W. G. Green and Vance Thompson, R. M. 
Constant, G. H. Arledge, N. B. Arledge, Clem Arledge, S. S. Mc 
Murray, Monroe Sain, E. A. Arledge and many more too numerous 
to mention. 

One thing you find by studying the records of the earlier years 
is that the church did not tolerate laziness and indifference toward 
the church. If a member was found in any fault, drinking, profanity, 
adultery, or absenteeism from the services, he was brought before 
the church and excluded from membership unless confession was 
made and he proved himself worthy. 

In 1916 the worst Hood ever recorded in this area wiped out 
the Bright's Creek Community. Everyone was forced from their 
homes never to return. As a result of this Hood, Silver Creek Baptist 
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Church voted in conference to receive into their fellowship the en 
tire body of believers from Bright's Creek Church. 

In conference August 22, 1937 a Homecoming Day was dis 
cussed. It was decided that dinner would be set on the ground on 
the third Sunday in September. This has since been a tradition for 
the church as hundreds return each year for a day of singing and 
dinner on the ground. It is also interesting to note that the pastor, 
Rev. B. M. Strickland, asked for a covenant of all those who would 
become tithers. Arthur Sain, Blessie Newman, Addie Fritz, Mary 
Jackson, Earl Jackson, Grace Arledge, and Gertrude Sain, 
Hattie Bell Sain, Edna Newman, Ruby Jackson, Lorene 
Quinley, Orpha Arledge, Etta Sain, Dinah Sain, Reece Arledge, 
Mrs. Reece Arledge, Clarence Fritz, and Hugh Arledge. Thomas 
Foster, George Williams, Rev. B. M. Strickland, Rev. C. G. Walker, 
Ethel Arledge, Mrs. M. R. Earley, Harley Arledge, E. A. Arledge, 
W. J. Moore, W. F. Sain, Johnnie McCrain, Grace Gault and Elsie 
Williams. Gladys Arledge, M. H. Newman, Della Arledge, Mrs. 
Frances Newman, Hazel Bradley, Dora Arledge, Nelma Arledge, 
Pauline Arledge, and Velma Thompson. Loma Williams, Eve Ar 
ledge, M. R. Earley, Nellie Edwards, and Ela Jackson were those 
who committed themselves to tithe. 

On February 4, 1940 the building of Sunday School rooms was 
discussed. Harley Arledge, Geter Bradley and Reece Arledge were 
named as a committee for this purpose. On March 17, 1940, plans 
for the addition were adopted. However, it was not until the sum 
mer of 1941 that these rooms were actually built. 

The next major project was again the building of Sunday School 
rooms. November 8, 1953 the church voted to build more class 
room space. It was not until August 4, 1954 with Rev. Verlon Ray 
as pastor, that this work got underway. Broudas and Milo Walker 
were the low bidders at a labor cost of $475.00. There were two 
rooms and a choir built which also resulted in remodeling the pulpit. 
On February 27, 1955 a Dedication Service was held dedicating 
this space to the spread of the Gospel. 

1955 was a very busy year for the church. On April 3 of that 
year the deacons recommended that the church pay a salary of 
$65.00 per week to the pastor. The building of a parsonage was 
discussed and the following men were named to see about securing 
a lot to build on. Lewis Williams, Geter Bradley, Grady Russell, 
Boyce Jackson, Reece Arledge, Arnold Arledge, and J. P. Metcalf. 
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On June 3, 1955 registration day was held for the first Vacation 
Bible School. Fifty-one pupils registered to attend. Rev. Verlon 
Ray served as superintendent and Betty Jo (Arledge) Jackson 
was secretary-treasurer. The first day of school was on Monday the 
6th and by the end of the week a total of 65 had enrolled with an 
average attendance of 55 for the five-day school. 

The church still was cramped for adequate space to teach the 
Word. So on August 28, 1955 they again voted to build more Sun 
day School rooms. A committee composed of Beauford Arledge, Jim 
Newman and Geter Bradley was elected for this purpose. With their 
tractors and drag pans, the men and boys removed the dirt for a 
basement under the latest addition and built five more classrooms. 

As the result of a land swap with Champion Paper Company 
in 1956 a new cemetery was cleared and created. The church ac 
knowledges with appreciation the gain in land from, and the work 
done by Champion Paper in grading the cemetery. 

In 1957 with Rev. Clyde Green as pastor, the present Pastorium 
was constructed at a cost of approximately $12,000. The land for 
this was given by Geter Bradley and wife Arletta. 

The following were lean and difficult years for the church. A 
Lord's Acre Project in the form of a cane patch was begun to help 
pay the debt. In July, 1962 with the leadership of the pastor, Rev. 
R. E. Thompson, the last payment was made and a note burning 
ceremony was held in the living room of the Pastorium. These were 
the years of laying the ground work and preparation for the years 
to come in Spiritual Growth and Unity. 

The Building Fund was never allowed to die after the Pastorium 
was paid off although no thoughts for the future were in mind. It 
was while Rev. Virgil Morrow served as pastor that the real en 
thusiasm was kindled in moving toward building a new facility. 
In February, 1963 the church voted in conference to place each 
third Sunday offering into the Building Fund. In conference 
November 12, 1967 the church acted upon a recommendation by 
the deacons that at the time a goal of $15,000 be set and upon 
reaching that goal some type of movement or activities would be 
made. 

The Building Fund grew rather slow until November of 1970. 
The Ways and Means Committee recommended at that time that 
the church adopt a goal of $10,000 for a twelve-month period. This 
was accepted and on the fifth Sunday in January of 1971 pledges 
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were taken for the Building Fund. A record of $5,750 was pledged 
on that day. This goal was reached and exceeded in this period. 

It was also in that same month of January that the original 
goal of $15,000 was reached. At this point the deacons recom- 
mended that a Building Study Committee be elected for the purpose { 
of studying the needs of the church and the prospects for the future. 
This committee met with Richard Smith of the Architecture De- 
partment of Raleigh, plans were drawn by the Architecture Depart- 
ment of the Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville and area 
conferences on building were attended by members of the com- 
mittee. Though nothing of a concrete nature was presented by this 
committee much benefit was gained by those who served. 

During this period of time many things were happening. In a 
special conference on August 1, 1971 the pastor and deacons pre 
sented a New Constitution and By-Laws to the church. On Sep 
tember 5, 1971 the church voted to accept these thus replacing 
those written April 15, 1840 when the church wos organized. 

A committee composed of Frank E. Callaway, chairman, 
Charles D. Edwards, James F. Cochran, Boyce L. Jackson, Loyd 
H. Jackson and the pastor, Rev. Harold Thompson, was elected by 
the church on October 3, 1971 for the purpose of securing plans 
for and estimated cost of construction of new facilities. This com 
mittee set about to establish by Prayer and the Seeking of the 
Leadership of the Holy Spirit a search of ( l) that which would be 
Honoring and Pleasing to God, and ( 2) that which would meet 
the needs of the present and future of Silver Greek Baptist Church. 
Among the major concerns was the space needed to effectively 
teach the Word, the financial status at present and estimates for 
the future, and the condition of facilities that presently existed. This 
was not an easy task and it was not resolved in a few weeks. Much 
time in each meeting was spent in prayer as the committee felt 
this was the main source of knowledge. Many miles were traveled 
in search of plans. 

In a special conference on February 27, 1972 the Building 
Committee presented plans to the church and recommended that 
they be accepted. Complete details were given by the pastor con 
cerning the financial arrangements necessary and the physical layout 
of the building. The church upon motion and a second voted, 
without any opposing votes, to authorize the committee to proceed 
with plans. 
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On March 12, 1972 the last services were held in the building 
constructed in 1911. On March 15 the builder, J.M. Solesbee, began 
demolition of the old structure and construction was under way. 

The response of the people has been tremendous. Many from 
places as distant as Detroit, Michigan, Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Dallas, Texas have sent contributions toward the building. Those 
close home, members of the church and its many friends have also 
responded in a marvelous way. 

A deep debt of gratitude is owed to each man who served on 
the Building Committee. As pastor and part of the committee I 
must truthfully say that I have never been privileged to work with 
a more harmonous group of men. That is not to say that everyone 
agreed every time on everything. But it is to say that disagreements 
did not divide the group. All of the problems encountered were 
solved by our Father. We did not try to solve them ourselves for 
they were greater than we were. The promise of God as recorded 
in Jeremiah 33:3 was claimed many times. "Call unto me, and 1 
will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not." Truly this is what God has done for each of us 
today. It was a trying work, but it was made a "Labor of Love." To 
each person who continued to support the church during the days 
of adjustment, we are grateful. To each person who said kind and 
thoughtful words of encouragement, we are grateful. To each who 
prayed for us as we worked, we are grateful. To the Mill Spring 
Elementary School and the Board of Education we owe a debt of 
gratitude for the use of their facilities. Surely God's Blessing shall 
rest upon each of you. We rejoice in that which He has given 
unto us. Unto Him we Dedicate this Building for the Proclamation 
of the Gospel, the teaching of The Word and our Lives until His 
Service. "To God be the Glory, great things he has done." 
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Recognition is given to the following persons or companies: 
,. 

J. M. Solesbee, Lyman, S. C. General Contractor 

C. J. Earley, Tryon, N. C. Heating and Air-Conditioning 

Babbs Paint Contractors and Warrener Walker, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Edwards Furniture and Carpet, Max Edwards, Rutherfordton, N. C. 

Morgan Electric, Landrum, S. C. 

Southern Desk Company, Furnishings, Hickory, N. C. 

Jennings Paint & Glass Co. Windows, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Asheville Lighting Service, Light Fixtures, Asheville, N. C. 

Frank W. Rucker, Insurance Agency, Rutherfordton, N. C. 

Crocker Plumbing Co., Lyman, S. C. 
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Laying of Cornerstone 
and 

Service of Dedication 

Silver Creek Baptist Church 
October 8, 1972 

2:00 P. M. 

Laying of Cornerstone 
Call to W ors hi P-------------------------- ----------------------------------------Con gre ga tion 

"Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it." Psalm 124:8, 127:1. 
Invocation Boyce Jackson 

Reading of Scripture--------------------------------------------------------J ames Cochran 
I Corinthians 3:9-16 

LITANY QF DEDICATION 
MINISTER: To the glory of God and the Father, to the service 

of our Master and His church, and to the abiding presence of the 
Holy Spirit, 

CONGREGATION: We lay the cornerstone of this church. 
MINISTER: For a building of which Jesus Christ is the chief 

cornerstone, the pillar and ground of the truth, 
CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
MINISTER: For a building that shall stand as a symbol of His 

church, whose bond of fellowship is the love of God, 
CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
MINISTER: For a church that shall be a renewing and 

cleansing power in this community, 
CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
MINISTER: For a church that offers to the suffering of the 

community its ministry of inspiration, comfort, and hope, 
CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
MINISTER: For a church that offers its life to the world of 

men who are seeking the abundant life, 
CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
MINISTER: In loving memory of those who have departed 

this earthly life, in dedication to the era in which we live, and as a 
symbol of our hope in eternal life, 

CONGREGATION: We lay this cornerstone. 
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Exhibit of Articles Genelle Jackson, Church Clerk 
Laying of Stone Frank Callaway and Jim Solesbee 

The Service will continue inside. 
Service of Dedication 

#36 Hymn of Praise-''To God Be the Glory"-------------------------------------- 
p Charles D. Edwards ra yer _ 

Recognition of Guests 

PRESENTATION OF THE Bun.DING 

bl d h ·e in the MINISTER: Fellow Christians we are assem e er th , d . e 
name of our Lord, who has blessed the work of our ban s in . 
raising of this building as a house of worship. I now recogmze 
the chairman of the building committee, Brother Frank Callaway, 
who will present the building to the congregation. 

ildi <1 corn CHAIRMAN: Brother Pastor, on behalf of the bui 1110 . 

. h d . the erection mittee, t e contractors, and all who have participate 111 . 

of this building, I now present the keys as a symbol of this entire 
structure as we proceed in its dedication to our Lord. 

M . 1 H. people INISTER: Smee it has pleased the Lord to b ess is 
in the building of this house for use in His service, let us now 
dedicate it to the honor of His holy name. 

LITANY QF DEDICATION 

MINISTER: How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 Lord hof 
h I · . W o osts. Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
build it. 

CONGREGATION: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless His holy name. 

MINISTER: To the glory of God the Father, who has callfed 
b H. H. elf or us Y is grace; God the Son, who loved us and gave nns 

us; God the Holy Spirit, who illumines and strengthens us. 

CONGREGATION: To thee O Lord we dedicate this house; 
' ' 
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MINISTER: For the worship of God in prayer and praise, for 
the celebration of the gospel in baptism and the Lord's Supper, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER: For the comfort of all who mourn, for strength 
to those who are tempted, for light to those who seek the way, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER: For the hallowing of family life, for teaching and 
guiding the young, for the perfecting of the saints, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER: For the conversion of sinners, for the promotion 
of righteousness, for the extension of the kingdom of God to the 
ends of the earth, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER: In the unity of the faith, in the bond of Christian 
brotherhood, in love and goodwill to all, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER: In gratitude for the labors of all who love and 
serve this church, in loving remembrance of all those who have 
finished their labors, in hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, 

CONGREGATION: We dedicate this house; 

MINISTER AND PEOPLE: As members of the body of Christ, 
grateful for our heritage, and sensible of our responsibility, we 
now dedicate ourselves to the worship and service of Almighty 
God in this building and in the world, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication Rev. Harold Thompson 

Solo-"Beneath the Cross of Jesus" Loyd H. Jackson 
Sermon Rev. Zeb D. Baker 

Hymn of Dedication-"Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling" #399 

Benediction 
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