
Landmark In Olive Chapel Community Is Being Dismantled 
The Olive Chapel Baptist 

cti11rch community building, 
formerly the Olive Chapel 
School, is coming down. It 
may not lo6k as though it is, 
but by spring the signs will be 
unmistakeable. If the dis-
mantling process proceeds wi-
thout a hitch, by July there'll 
be nothing but a vacant lot 
where once stood a building. 

At one time the community 
building was a focal point of 
social, educational and relig-
ious activities in Olive Chapel. 
To the extent that there is a 
center of Olive Chapel, it is 
located in or around this 
sturdy pine structure. 

The passage of time has 
taken its toll on the old white 
school building, completed in 
1917, and the rot in window 
frames and structural ele-
ments is matched if not caused 
by its fading usefulness to a 
new generation. Lack of 
in ulation, fears about the 
building's safety and a paucity 
of imagination and will deter-
mined the fate of the Olive 
Chapel landmark. 

Mark Burnham, a part-time 
planner with Triangle J Coun-
cil of Governments, was given 
the right to dismantle the 
structure after a building and 
grounds committee at the 

Olive Chapel Baptist Church 
failed in its search for a buyer. 
Ronald Copeland, a member of 
the committee, said the com-
mittee has wrestled with the 
issue off and on for more than 
ten years. 

The issue may have been 
discussed for ten years, but for 
many older residents of Olive_ 
Chapel the result is as wrong 
now as it would have been 
then. These people not only 
used the building as a recrea-
tional center in later life, but 
also went to school there 
before the county sold it in 
1931. 

Of the decision taken by the 
church conference last year, 
Mr. Clarence Goodwin said, 
'' Many of us older folks went 
to school there and have a 
feeling for it, but the younger 
folks don't know anything 
about it so they voted to tear it 
down.'' 

Goodwin said those who 
wanted to protect the building 
were simply outmanuvered. 
"They had it cut and dry and 
we just didn ' t have the voted. 
In the end I guess it's our 
fault. We should have done 
something a long time ago." 

Copeland said, "It was the 
same story every time. The 
committee would go get esti-

A vfew of the Olive Chapel com.manlty baOdlaa from OUve 
Chapel Road. Like the tombetonea In the forepound, the 

> 

building Is a marker of the commanlty'• earUer actlvldea held 
there. 

.. 

mates on renovation, but they 
would be so high that the 
church never agreed to them.'' 
Copeland said the committee 

was told the second flo~r was 
unsafe so it was not used. To 
restore the building to full 
year-round use would have 
required insulation, new win-
dow moldings, floor coverings 
and a new roof. 

The events which led to the 
final decision were peculiar 
and did not reflect a formal 
committee opinion Copeland 
asserted. "We didn't go out 
and get new estimates because 
it'd cost money. We were 
going to ask the church what it 
wanted to do, but we sensed ill 
feel ings growing so instead of 
bringing it up we just dropped 
it.,, 

That decision was announc-
ed at church one Sunday early 
last year. owever at the 
church conference a member 
simply moved that the build-
ing be disposed and the vote 
was overwhelming in favor of 
disposal. 

Then the problems began . 
Copeland maintains the com-
mittee looked long and hard at 
ways to preserve the building. 
They talked to historical socie-
ties and the state about 
possible grants. They tried to 
move the structure, but all 

\. . 

attempts failed. 
Finally Burnham entered 

the picture. While dismantJ. 
ing a small house on N. C. 751, 
he heard rumors of yet another 
building in search of a dis-
mantler. "I was demolishing a 
house I got from the Corps of 
Engineers and I went into 
Markham's store one day . A 
fellow told me about a building 
he said was over at Bells 
Chapel. I went there and they 
sent me to Olive Chapel." An 
agreement was soon reached 
which gives Burnham a year to 
dismantle the building and 
leave the sight in a natural 
condition. 

"I'm really grateful to the 
chureh for letting me have the 
building. It will enable me to 
do things at my home that I 
never could have done," h 
aid. urnham owns the old 

Buck Jenkins place off N. C. 
751. The house is about 150 
years old and he plans to use 
wood from the community 
building to finish off his 
vintage country home. 

Still Burnham has mixed 
emotions about tearing down a 
part of Olive Chapel commun-
ity's past. As a planner his 
values lean toward preservat-
ion of the past in addition to 
wisely planning the future. "I 

ContinuPrl to page 7 
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urnham Dismantles With Sadness 
C ontlnued from page 1 

undertook the project with 
mixed feelings, but I feel 
better about it because much 
of the wood will be used to 
restore another segment of the 
past." 

Taking down a building 
board by board reveals much 
about how a people felt toward 
their community and themsel-
ves. Burnham has found 
pieces of paper and playbills 
from long forgotten plays that 
were performed on the second 
floor. He marveled at the 
sturdy frame, which supports 
the roof, the quarter sawn 
pinewood floor and the high 
ceilings. 

"You couldn't n\ake a bui-
lding like this one today. They 
just don't cut 2 x 12 inch 20 
foot boards or 2 x 6 inch boards 
for the frame. It was really put 
together well, in fact you could 
say it was overbuilt," he said. 

Burnham and his assistant 
Anold Gilmore have removed 
the stage and dressing rooms 
upstairs as well as much of the 
flooring. Downstairs the ceil-
ing lies exposed and trim and 
fancy work such as newels and 
clear pine wainscoting have all 
been gently removed. Some of 
the wood has been sold for 
kindling. Some will be refini-
shed and used in other build-
ings and some will return to 
Burnham's home for use in 
building a barn and workshop 
in addition to his house. 

Out of other pieces of wood 
he has made a breakfront 
china .. cabinet and blanket 
boxes. Other pieces of furni-
ture are planned. 

The wood for the building 
came from the farmers in the 
area and the county school 
system paid for construction. 
In those days that was the only 
way to get a school built. So 
Olive Chapel farmers cut their 
best pine and transported it to 
the construction site. The 
carpenters were J. R. Baker 
and J. W. Evans of Apex. 
Burnham said there name was 

all over the interior 
Inside the window 

frames was stenciled "Sexton 
Lawrence, Apex." 

He also found a curious 
sentence which is partially 
destroyed due to age or poor 
penmanship -- "Miller the 
Yankee was killed . . . on 
October 17, 1917." The place 
where he was killed is smeared 
beyond recognition. Buildings 
hide away many curiousities 
and clues to there past, and 
the Olive Chapel community 

vik." Lonnie Sexton, Frank 
Goodwin, Ruby Franklin, Bu-
nn Mills and others appeared 
in the production. 

In addition to parts of a 
newspaper, Burnham found 
what might have been part of a 
mail order catalogue or store 
handbill advertizing a one cent 
sale. Dresses were a dollar 
and shoes went for two dollars. 

As a school the building's 
first floor was divided into four 

As the community building comes down Burnham trlea to 
dismantle In the order In which the building was conatracted. 
Here Ore pine Dooring sit. piled awaiting a new use. 

building is no exception. 
He found a hardbill from a 

play entitled "Always in Trou-
ble" which was presented by 
faculty and community talent. 
The cast included a million-
aire, a fellow "slick as a 
whistle," a charming "neice" 
(sic) and of course a "Bolshe-

classrooms. When the church 
bought it for $250 to $300 in 
1931 they divided the first 
floor into two large rooms --
one serving as a kitchen and 
the other a meeting room. The 
first floor ceilings are 13 feet 
high with 8 foot windows while 
the second floor has 11 foot 

ceilings and 7 foot windows. 
Mrs. Clarence Goodwin we-

nt to school in the Olive Chapel 
School and years later she 
came back to teach from 
1928-30. Until 1925 the school 
had grades 1-10. "Then the 
county started to consolidate 
and the high school was sent to 
Apex. We had grades 1 to 7 
for about four years and then 
they cut us back first to 1 to 5 
then 1 to 4 and finally in 1931 
we were closed." 

"People in Olive Chapel 
were very unhappy when the 
school was closed. You see it 
was the thing which drew us 
all together and when it left all 
that was left was the church. 
It really hurt the community,'' 
she said. 

She noted that people knew 
what the county was up to in 
the early stages, but nobody 
felt there was anything to do to 
prevent the destruction of the 
school. 

Her husband recalls a late 
night visit to the school not 
long after it was finished. "I 
remember going inside and 
seeing that the stove had 
somehow burned right throu-
gh the floor." 

Olive Chapel School was the 
third building to serve the 
community as a school. The 
first was a one room building 
which the community quickly 
outgrew. The second had 
three rooms, and the present 
school though vastly bigger 
lacked electricity until 1927. 

"We held commencements 
upstairs but the school was 
more than a place for learning. 
We had box supper parties, 

and the Grange, home demon-
stration meetings and parent-
teacher meetings were all held 
there," Mrs. Goodwin said. 
When the church took over the 
building, the Yates Baptikst 
Association held some of its 
meetings there. 

Once filled with community 
fairs, plays and church events, 
in recent years the building 
was rarely used. Copeland 
said the safety factor was 

~ark Burnham, who bu the contract, to dismantle the Ollve Chapel community building 
i,,s bollt pine furniture and blanket boxes from aome of the wood. 

Paramount. Lack of parking 
and a location across the street 
fron the church played a part 
in the community building's 
dec)ine- "Had the building 
bee on the church side of the n . h road there is no question t at 
at le~st part of it would have 
been renovated," he said. 

l'odaY the building sits 

appropriately next to the old 
church cemetery. It is in its 
own way a grave, a tombstone 
marking the place where a 
community once gathered. 
Despite the weak protestation 
of the older generation, the 
younger generations in the 
church decided once and for all 
that the community building 

wasn't worth renovating. 

The Goodwins said they are 
glad that someone will get 
some use out of their fond 
memories. They prefer dis-
mantling to razing. Next 
week: where will the wood go? 
-- the Jenkins-Burnham home. 



Olive Chapel Wood Goes To BurnhanI House 

Bnmham'• reatoraUon wod( bu a long way to go, but already he baa Oxed the front porch, 
painted the Un roof, lnaulated the houae and chinked the log secdon of the houae at left. 
He'll uae pine siding from the Ollve Chapel Community Bulldlng for his aiding. 

As the Olive Chapel Co 
mmunity Building slowly com-
es apart under the skilled 
direction of a former building 
contractor and part-time plan-
ner, an even older structure 
gains a new lease on life. 

Mark Burnham, who has a 
one year contract to dismantle 
the old school house in the 
center of Olive Chapel comm-
unity, will use a substantial 
portion of the siding and 
structural pieces from the 
school to revitalize the old 
Buck Jenkins house at the 
dead end of S. R. 1755. 

Thanks to the Corps of 
Engineers Jordan Dam project 
all but six of the 200 odd acres 
that once made up the Jenkins 
homestead are left. 

Burnham doesn't mind 

however. In fact he has a 
personal junk yard down on 
the flood plain. People in the 
area call it "giving it to the 
Corps'' when they abandon 
old appliances, implements, 
stoves and junk to the unfilled 
lake. '· Anyone resourceful 
can use the area as a source of 
treasure," the tall, clear-eyed 
Burnham said as he relaxed at 
lunch. 

He'd spent the morning 
dismantling with his helper 
Arnold Gilmore. "I've found 
all sorts of things down there 
including a 1,000 gallon tank 
which I hauled up here with a 
tractor. I made a cistern out of 
part of it and a scrapper from 
another part. You wander 
down there and file away what 
you see. When I'm working in 

See Tommy Griffis 
for courteous, 
personal service 

for all your 
transportation 
needs. 

my shop and need something I 
know where to find it.'' 

Being resourceful and effi-
cient is second nature to 
Burnham. One only has to 
examine his home and pictures 
of its appearance five years 
ago when he bought the shack 
to realize that simple truth 
about the man. 

He's not just restoring an 
old farmhouse with sturdy 
pinewood taken from an old 
school house, he's giving life 
to his philosophy in the old 
house. Just as the Jenkins 
house made sense in its time, 
Burnham will make his home 
independent and sturdy. 

Sturdy with some of the 
finest pine one could imagine 
and independent with solar 
heat and an imaginative use of 
insulation. 

His reverence for antiquated 
buildings probably derives fr. 
om youthful summers spent 
helping his uncle restore bui-
ldings in Old Deerfield, Mass-
achusetts. A native of Shel-
burne Center, one summer 
they disai.sembled an old chair 
factory. "We saved everyth-
ing -- panes, boards, nails, 
etc., and made sketches so we 
could put it back together.'' 
Restoration carpenters are a 
rare breed and Burnham gain-
ed a respect for materials and 
theme. 

After high school Burnham 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! 

went to Harvard but World 
War II arrived and he ended 
up as a Navy pilot. He also 
attended Dartmouth, Colgate, 
the University of Georgia and 
UNC-Chapel Hill where after 
the war he received a degree 
in journalism. He followed up 
with an M.A. in education and 
physiology, but found he en-
joyed and made money at 
carpentry in the Chapel Hill -
Carboro area. 

After 20 years in the build-
ing business he became a 
planner at the Triangle J 
Council of Governments. 
After ten years in planning, 
he's gone on half time and 
devotes his creative energies 
to resuscitating the Jenkins 
place. 

Burnham doesn't know how 
old the log cabin portion of his 
house is. "The cabin eventu-
ally formed a corner of a larger 
hou ey used a e d 
tenon method on the cabin." 
He believes the addition was 
completed in 1855. He found 
the date behind a fireplace 
mantle in the newer portion of 
the house. 

above it, and I'll pump the 
heat upstairs." 

Between the recently paint-
ed tin roof and the insulation 
he installed, a series of solar 
collectors have been placed. 
The solar unit will make him 
even less dependent on the 
electric company. 

The addition will be bricked 
on the inside and outside. "In 
between there'll be a layer of 
styrofoam. Normally bricks 
absorb heat and radiate it out, 
but when you place insulation 
between two layers, the inside 
brick acts as a heat sink.'' 
Be_ing the "energy person" at 
Triangle J has had its practical 
rewards. 

Burnham said he'd been 
loo~ing for such a house a Jong 
while. "When I found this 
place, it had been between a 
few short-term speculators, 
but fortunately it hadn't been 
hacked up." 

The modern aspects of 
enewal don't mar the old 

beauty of the Jenkins place. 
Burnham has made substant-
ial improvements, not the least 
of which was wiring the whble 

When Mark Burnham PDrchaeed the Buck Jenkins home It 
needed either a tremendous am°'Ult of work or a match. This 
November 1973 photo ahows the challenge of restoration. 

Rev. C. E. Byrd who used to 
live in the area told Burnham 
that once Jenkins used to cut 
wood all summer and cook 
sweet potatoes for sale in the 
V\,

0 nter. "We found a r 
cellar under the dining room,' 
Burnham said. 

The house is 40 x 25 feet on 
the first floor and 40 x 18 feet 
upstairs, divided into two 
rooms. Burnham is planning a 
10 x 40 foot addition on the 
back of the house. 

Recently he bought an old 
fashioned wood cook stove for 
the addition. "I'm going to 
put a heat gathering hood 

house, but the improvements 
are hidden behind an ancient 
facade. "What I have is a 
pleasantly recycled house." 

The house will take on a new 
'' when the Olive Chapel 
buildings' siding is put on the 
eJCterior. The insulation which 
;as unheard of in Buck 
enkins' time will be hidden 

but functioning. 
1 Old Buck would nv doubt be 

1
{. h t•:I by the improvements. 

1fe will be much warmer and 
spacious thanks to Burnham's 
~~Uch, and in the process a 
ilapidated remnant from the 

rast will be outfitted for the 
Uture. 
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Sheriff's Deputy P. L. Womble Is Investigating anon as the cause of a Ore which destroyed 
a house on Route 55 on January 16th. 

-~--~F~ire Leads To Arson Investigation 

Sheriff's deputies are inve-
stigating a fire which destroy-
ed a house located on Route 55 
next to O'Boyle Tank Line in 
the early morning hours of 
January 16th. 

Deputy P. L. Womble said 
Monday that h'e is questioning 
witnesses. "We are investig-
ating the possibility of arson. 
We think the fire started in a 
bedroom. The heater, stove 
and refrigerator were all in 
tact so it isn't a typical fire," 
he said. 

The building is owned by 
David Page and Venola John-
son rented. In all, nine people 
including her six children and 
sister Geraldine Peterson lived 
on the premises. 

The Apex Volunteer Fire 
Department answered a call 
which came in at 2:23 A.M. 

Advisory 
Council 
Meeting 
The Apex Advisory Council 

will hold its regular monthly 
meeting on January 30th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Apex High 
School cafeteria. The public is 
invited to attend. The council, 
appointed by the Wake County 
School Board, serves the Apex 
attendance area. Anyone with 
questions concerning the 
schools is welcome at the 
meeting. 

but on arrival the building was 
totally engulfed in flames. 

Womble said the building 

appears to be a total loss and 
added, "We hope to have 
something in about a week." 

TOBACCO GROWERS 
DEPEND ON FARM CREDIT 

T o~acco growers a~e constantly looking for ways 
to improve the efficiency of their operations. New 
methods, equipment and additional land are 
possible-,ways tobacco growers may increase both 
efficiency and profits. When capital is needed for 
operating expenses or to make additional 
~urchase~, depend on PCA for short and 
mtermediate-ter'!l capital and the Land Bank for 
long-tenn financing. If you are a tobacc 
d d f o grower. epen on us or your farm credit needs. 

I:/?\'\ l, 
Depend on u. ... 

F.\ H:'11 C. P.l·:DJT SFRVICE 

R~ 11>1 gh 8 72-3112 

Fuquav !i!i2-2415 



Remembering old Merry.Oaks 
_and Christmases of long ago 

By BARBARA WALLACE 

MERRY OAKS -The oaks and the parties 
which gave Merry Oaks its name are gone. 
hut oldtimers in this southeast Chatham 
Countv communitv still remember when 
.. things were tough but we were all mighty 
happv." 

Thev rememher the Christmases of long 
ago when a child might get a doll or just a 
piece of fruit. Boys and girls would visit all 
the churches to see the Christmas trees. 

/\nd on Old Christmas .. Jan. 6. all the cows 
we're suppos.ed to get down on their knees to 
pray. so children spent most of the day run-
ning hack and forth to the barn in hopes of 
seeing them do just that. 

Legend has it that the town took its name 
from the weekend parties farmers held in the 
oak grove that marked the boundary of 
Merrv Oaks. As spirits rose. one of the men 
would challenge the others to a breakneck 
horse race through the town. scattering 
chickens and probably scandalizing the more 
sedate citizens. 

The town once boasted four general stores. 
a blacksmith shop. a bank. a post office. a 

Barbara Wallace is a fre~-lance writer 
who lives in Chapel Hill. 

watch repair shop. a shoemaker. a two-story 
hotel.· a train depot. three churches. and the 
hest high school in Chatham County. 

Today the Baptist church and one store 
remain. Fires have erased many town land-
marks. but older citizens still remember 
when "things were tough but we were all 
mighty happy." 

• • • 
The Mann family opened the Merrv Oaks 

hlacksmith shop in 1899. As a little girl. 
J ,oma Mann Lumston remembers standing 
on a stone block and pulling the bellows up 
and down for hours to k~ep the fire hot while 
her father welded iron. · 

"They used to ship in wild horses on the 
·railroad.and he'd have to tie them to a post 
and shoe them. and.sometimes they'd rear 
up . .. I wouldn't have picked up one.of those 
horse's feet for anything in the world." said 
Mrs. Lumston. 

When it rained. the main street of MerrY 
Oaks became so deeply rutted that children 
took off their new shoes and waded across to 
church. 

The railroad was the only dependable ]ink 
with the outside world. Everything came in 
hy rail - livestock. cracker barrels and 
hoops of cheese for the stores. "drummers" 
with goods to peddle. hoboes passing through 

See REMEMBERING. page 7 

R.J.Thomas, right, Merry Oaks miller, and family about 1895 



Remembering Merry Oaks of old 
Continued from page one 

on boxcars, kinfolk coming to visit, 
quacks with pills for ''bad blood" and 
liniment for rheumatism, sometimes 
even a man with a monkey and accor· 
dion to tempt the busy housewife into 
viewing his wares. 

Young people dressed in their best 
clothes and went down to the depdt 
each evening for the day's main so--
cial event , the arrival of the "Shoe-
fly'' from Raleigh. 

Until 1898, the children in Merry 
Oaks attended a one-room school· 
house for two months out of every 
year. Tltey stopped at the seventh 

grade. But the people in Merry Oaks 
were not content with this scanty edu-
cation. They decided to raise the 
money to build a high school. 

There were not enough children 
right in Merry Oaks to fill the acade-
my. and its school term of eight 
months was unusually long for that 
time. So the principal had to go out in 
a horse and buggy each summer and 
urge parents for 15 miles around to 
send their children to the school. 

The school sponsored debates, 
plays, and elocution contests. Of an 
1899 barbecue at Merry Oaks, The 
News and Observer reported "a most 
excellent, repast in the form of lamb 

and shoat barbecued nicely, which 
was served by the good ladies of 
Merry Oaks in such style as to tempt 
the palate of the most adept epicu. 
rean." 

About the beginning of World Wat 
I. Merry Oaks began to change. Mon, 
cure built a high school. and it was no 
longer possible to get enough students 
to fill the academy. It finally closed in 
1921. Due to poor investments, the 
Merry Oaks bank failed around 1920 
Many people lost their savings. · 

A CP&L plant was built in the area 
and many of the young folks went t~ 
work there or in Sanford or Raleigh 
rattier than continue the family farm. 

With the Depression, all but one or 
two of Merry Oaks's youth moved 
west to find work. They never 
returned. 

In the 1950s the U.S. Post Office 
had an economy drive. It was decided 
to consolidate the smaller rural post 
offices. The people of Merry Oaks 
were told that in the future they 
would have to use post offices in New 
Hill or Moncure. 

The Joss of the post office meant 
that folks no longer had an excuse to 
meet and talk each day when they 
picked up their mail. More impor-
tant, it meant that Merry Oaks as an 
addrqss ceased to exist. 



By MONTE BASGALL 
Staff Writer 

APEX - It could have been called " Norristown." or 
mavhe .. F, llington." But no When the time came to pick a 
na ~ e. this western Wake County town decided to name 
itself Apex 

To find out why, jus t vis it the Apex Public Library on 
Salem Street. 

Back before the town had it lovingly remodeled and 
la nd:;ca ped. the library was a passenger station co-owned 
by the Seaboard Coast Line and Durham & Southern rail-
roads. 

A railroad survey point here was what gave the town its 
name. 

Depending upon which s tory you believe. Apex is the 
highest point on a rail route between Richmond. Va ., and 
J\I iami . Fla .. or between Cary and Moncure. 

Librari an Rachael Lewter. who now stacks the adult 
fiction and the paperback selections in the old baggage 
room . would naturally like to believe the first version , 
a lthough historical evidence points to the_ second one: 

Whichever is correct. ifs hard not to thmk of th~ :atlroad 
in a place that is still loaded with train mef!lorabiha. 

Even the library's overhead electric lights are made 
from old ra ilroad lanterns . Kindergarten class_es flock out 
from Raleigh just to watch freights rum?le by inches from 
the statwn agent's big bay window, which now fronts the 
children' s reading section. . . 

··We'd like to think the library itself 1s part of it. but I 
think the trains are the real drawing cards," Mrs. Lewter 
Tl1USl'd . 

. pe, · very ou s ms to dwell within the li ttle r ed 
building. which still posts a 1962 train timetable on an 
outside wall. 

Like many local folks who have spent their lives within 
earshot of a train whistle. Ralph D. Poe, 81, is ready with a 
railroad ya rn . · 

"You wouldn ' t believe this now." he said. " but I've seen 
a train freeze to the rails on a very cold day when it stopped 
to discharge some freight." 

Poe's mother. who once operated a boarding house with-
in s ight of the old station. once rustled up a hasty breakfast 
for about 100 people after a passenger train derailed a few 
yards down the line. 

It was tho railroad that brought Poe's family to Apex. 
His oldest brother came to work for the Durham & South-
e rn . but ended up starting a family business. 

For the half-century before Apex's present mayor 
moved his Western Auto Store to the site after the younger 
Poe' s retirement. the Poe Brothers Department Store sold 
everything from ladies finery to plows. occasionally ac-
cepting payment in country hams instead of cash. 

Ralph Poe watched the town change. slowly. In his 
youth. it was a town where children could play horseshoes 
on Salem Street. 

Todav. he reports. Apex is still the kind of place where 
" nobody's going to run you over each time you go around 
the corner." 

Its present quiet image belies Apex's early days as a 
lumber a nd railroad town. 

Incorporated in 1873 after Jessee Norris moved his tim-
ber and terpentine operations there at the site of an old 
Ellington family plantation. Apex's early days featured 

·open saloons and street brawls . 
A distillery was once the next-door neighbor of the Apex 

Baptist Church before the reformist movement set in. But 
bv the turn of the century. the streets were quiet. except for 
that night in 1912 wh~n a good portion of the business 
di str ict burned down. 

The old town hall was also built in 1912. In its early days. 
the building's first floor was leased out for a butcher shop. 

· • and the serond floor for plays and silent movies. 
Back during Apex's 1973 centennial celebration (\•hich 

v; a o successful that the town decided to repeat it the next 
yeari. Esther :\tarshburn reminisced about the hazards of 
playing piano for the silent movie goers. 

When some Raleigh wags enhanced the program one 
night with a spirited rendition of "Everbody's doing 
it Doing what? / The Turkey Trot." her scandalized mother 
marched up, dragged her from the keyboard and took her 
home. 

At his retirement in 1971. longtime town commissioner 
Henry F. DeWitt recalled how the town once had just one 
fire truck - in such a poor state of repair that firemen 
sometimes had to abandon the vehicle and drag the hose 
n· I to the blaze. 

Today Apex has a modern volunteer fire station. and is 

____ ...;;.._;;.i.A\~~.:...,,.~,..t... 

Rolph D. Poe: 'I've seen a train freeze to the roils' 

Carolina People 
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Old town hall on Salem Street 

building a new $628.000 town hall . After a population dip to 
900 at the end of the Depression. the town's residents now 
number about 3.400. It's still rising. 

Prok. sionals from the Research Triangle are now mov-
ing in to restore some of the stately homes in Apex 's older 
section . 

The town has annexed several of the half dozen indus· 
tries - notably Lufkin Rule Co, and Almay Inc - which 
together employ about 1.550 residents. i\C"rordmg to Mayor 
James Austin. it is working ut anm•xing soml' more 

Meanwhile, merchants hke i\u tin have spruced up the 

bJoel<·long downtown business district with store canopies, 
shutter. and Williamsburg colors . . 

aut Apex still thinks small. Wht'n the talk is of growth. it 
is or controlled growth. 

The town Jaycee have never revived that Miss Apex 
contest they abandoned in 1974 on the grounds that the 
cornrnunity is not populous enough to afford a "first-class 
pageant.'' . 

what it all boils down to. Austin conduded recently, 1s 
that most tolk in Apex ·•aren't that intcn•sted in being big 
time.'' 

Most oppose 
saccharin ban 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A new survey of health 
professionals released recently says that more than 
70 percent of them oppose a ban on the artificial 
sweetener saccharin . 

The survey, based upon interviews with 517 physi-
cians , dentists and dietitians . was conducted by Mar-
ket Facts. Inc . a ,~hicago marketing research firm. 
It was sponsor~d b he Calorie Control Council . a 
group representing low-calorie food manufacturers 
and the soft drink industry. ··· 

The main points, cited by those opposing the ban. 
were that the evidence against saccharin was insuffi-
cient, that no sub titutc is available and that large 
numbers of people would be adversely affected by 
the ban. 

The Food and Drug Administration last year pro-
posed banning the artificial swl'etl'ner becau e ol 
studi<•s linking it with bladder cancer in ma! , rats. 
Congress delayed the ban until June, 1979, but r 
quired warning lahcls on saccharin product and 
authorized further studies 



Tar Heel.view 
black his:tor.y 

By JOHANNA SELTZ 
St.all Writer 

A quick t~st of trivia. Who are these men? 
D George Moses Horton. a poet who sold 

his rhymes to students and teachers in Chap-
el Hill and published three books by 1865. 

D Lunsford, Lane. a prosperous Raleigh 
businessman who invented a self-cooling 
pipe and a sweetened brand of tobacco. 

D Thomas Blacknall. a blacksmith and 
bellmaker who was a deacon of the predomi- · 
nantly white Franklinton Baptist Church. 

D Lewis Sheridan. a Bladen County mer-
chant who once carried a letter from a for-
mer governor of North Carolin.a to a New 
York company suggesting it give him unlim· 
ited credit. 

Answer: former slaves in antebellum 
North Carolina who are featured in "The 
Black Presence in North Carolina," an el-
hibit that opened Saturday and w~ll stay up a 

· · year at the N.C. Museum of History.-
., · Myths destroyed 

Th_e exhibit is packed full of enough infor-
m~t1on to answer a score of other trivia 
qu1~zes ~nd destroy a few myths about black 
society m North Carolina. 

"There ~as a variety and richness that 
never gets m the textbooks and that's what 
we ~ere aft~r." said ROdney Barfield, the 
show s organizer. 
. "For example. staves weren't just toiling 

f 1eld h_a~ds. There were slave blacksmiths. 
and m1msters and locksmiths and foremen 
and slaves who bough~ their time from thei; 
ma_ster~ and worked m competition against 
whites m the free market." 

. Barfield. a big. _blond man from Fayette- ' 
v11le. ~egan pushing for a major show on 
blacks m North Carolina three years ago. 

--...·-.. - -·.-. - Artifac!S,lacking . . ..... -
"W~ fo,und we couldn't do anything because 

we d1dn t have the artifacts, and artifacts 
are. our medium.'" he said. A plea to the 
~ahonal Endowment for the Humanties 
r1elded $76.~00 and Barfield was off. digging 
m t~e archives and interviewing folks for 
stories and mementos of their ancestors. 

"Once people got over their initial distrust 
of a honky doing their history. they just 

, opened up and gave me lovely information 
and supporting docu_ments." he said. 

Older people were particularly receptive 
he s~id. One ~ampson County man, after h; 
realized .Barfield wasn't a politician looking 
for a vote. unearthed a letter from a relative 
who opened the gates to union troops there .. 

An elderly woman in Mecklenburg County 
~roduced .a fragile. white slave christening 

African mask in exhibit 

dress handed down from her grandmother 
and a letter-from the same relative telling 
about the letters her white lover sent to her 
when he was away.as a captain for the Con· 
federacy. , 

"When we started we were absolutely ner-
vous We wouldn't be able to do anything this 
size." Barfield said. "But the complete ex .. 
hibit is probably half the size of what we 
turned up·and we only scratched the surface 
of what:s out there." 

T_he show begins with a brief history ot 
Africa, leading into th.e slave trading time. 
Sla~ery was a widesp~ead and old part of 
African society an~ the early trade~s.bought 
from coastal African chiefs. the exh1b1t says. 

' Millions died 
Conditions on the slave ships were terrible 

and of the 10 million to 15 million Africans 
brought to the Americas. perhaps half as 
many again died before they got here. "And 
re~ernber. these were the best and ablest of 
Africa's people." Barfield said. "It drained 
the cream of a whole civilization." · 

M~ster and slave often lived in surprising-
ly strnilar circumstances. Barfield said. 
Sladves of rich owners might live in f anc~ 
T~ or-style homes: slaves of poor owners 
might live in dirt-floored wooden sl)acks and 
worlt, alongside ~heir masters. 

See A f\RESH. page 7 



A fresh look at black history in North Carolina 

Black soldier in Union uniform 

Continued from page one 

Blacks fought m the American 
Revolution on both sides. Many Conti-
nental soliders who were slaves 
received their freedom and large 
holdings of land after the war. 

Crew rescued 
One slave, "Jack," who later took 

the name John Jasper White, was 
freed by the state legislature (after 
his owner refused) for capturing a 
crew of British highjackers and sav-
ing his master and the whole crew of 
the trade ship, "Polly." 

During and after the revolution, 
there was a strong feeling of egalitar-
ianism and many masters freed their 
slaves "through guilt feelings," Bar-
field said. Free black men could vote 
in North Carolina until 1835. 

By the 1830s. there were about 
30.000 free blacks in North Carolina 
and many of them were very wealthy: 
he said. Sometimes their wealth 

orked to their disadvantage - Luns-
ford Lane, for examp e, was run _out 
of Raleigh by envious whites .who 
tarred and feathered him. 

Blacks owned slaves 
In 1830. there were also 200 free 

blacks who owned about 600 black 
slaves. Often. the_ free blacks bought 
members of their own family or 
friends so they could free them or 
give them an easier life. But some 
were less altruistic, such as cabinet-
maker Thomas Day, who used slaves 
in his furniture factory in Milford. 

In 1850, 73 percent of North Caroli-
na families owned no slaves. The ma-
jority of the slave holders owned 
small farms 4nd fewer than 10 slaves. 

The exhibit's section on the Civil 
War is heavy on black Union soldiers. 
"Forget the old story of the faithful 
black staying by the side of his massa 
fighting for the Confederacy," Bar-
field said. "The fact is when blacks 
had an opportunity, they went over to 
the Union side." 

Black ~ducation nourished after the 
war with more than 431 schools start-
ed by 1869. 

Blacks also became political lead-
ers after the war. James H. Harris is 
a prime example. A Granville County 
native. he was a free mattress maker 
and upholsterer who left the state for 
Ohio because of increasing restric-
tions before the war. 

From Ohio, he traveled to Canada 
and then Africa, where he caught a 
fever and had to come home. He 
joined the Union cause in 1863 and 
returned to North Carolina in 1865 
where he became a leader in the 
state's constitutional convention and 
a state representative from Wake 
County. 

Harris, also a state senator and 
delegate to national Republican con-
ventions. won the nicknames "Mr. 
Politician" and the "Black War-
Horse of Raleigh." 

Migrations to North 
Political rights were increasingly 

I 
denied when miliary rule ended in 
1876. and many blacks turned to busi-
ness and education. There were also 
mass migrations to the North . 

The exhibit also pays tribute to the 
N.C. Industrial Association, which 
promoted black trade and staged the 
nation 's first · all-black industrial 
trade fair in 1880. and to the North 
Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co., 
formed in 1898 and now one of the 
largest black-managed businesses in 
the world. 

The state struck hardest at black 
leadership in 1900 when it approved 
an amendment requiring voters to 
read or write unless their deseen-
~s J.lad voted prior to 186( C-<7-tu-.t. -

Served in legislature 
Since the majority of North Caroli-

na blacks were slaves before then, 
many lost their right to vote. Even so, 
between 1868 and 1898, more than 100 

black North Carolinians served in 
state General Assembly. 

The exhibit will be accompanied 
a recording of black folk music 
which is available on record. 

A catalogue with articles by promi-
nent black scholars is also on sale. An 
abbreviated version of the exhibit 
will tour the state in a trailer. 

Material from the exhibit will also 
be used in other shows at the museum 
so the black perspective of state his-
tory can be incorporated with the 
white. 

"This is a first for North Carolina, 
a big first." Barfield said. 

The N.C. Museum of History is at 
109 E . Jones St., Raleigh. Admission 
is free and the museum is open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays and 1 to 6 p.m. Sundays. It is 
closed Mondays. 

guide to llouble talk. 
By THEODORE M. BERNSTEIN 

Special Features 

Double talk. Well, not really double 
talk in the usual m~aning of that 

hrase but the specimen you are 
p bout t~ see could be called that since 
ft says the same thing in two different 
ways. . . 

A political aide was quoted by The 
Suffolk (N. Y.) News as sayi,~g that in 
his office all press releases are han-
dled exactly the way as a newspaper 
would." . · 

TrY striking out the as or try stnk-
• d out the way and see if either dele-
10,, · fon alters the meaning. 1 Incidentally, in addition to the ~e-
d dant phrase, the passage contains 

un . Id" eJlipsis sltp: "a newspaper wou 
:hat? _ "be handled"? Of course 
not. • • • 

An incomparable again. "The im-
Jse to find the superlativest of su-

~~rJatives seems to be spreading like 

Bernstein 
on words 

poison ivy," writes Prof. Laurence 
Lafore of the University of Iowa. 

"I agree with you about the dan-
gers of going 'through life hunting for 
incomparables,"' he says, "but there 
is one pandemic misuse of an incom-
parable that you don't have to hunt 
for. I regret to say that I see, in two 
widely separated places in this gener-
ally very literate state, signs that ad-
vertise 'The Most Unique Bar in 
Iowa."' 

Need it be said once againthat 
unique means one and only, that one 
thing cannot be "more unique" than 
another nor can a bar be "the most 
unique" in Iowa? 

Something can be more nearly 
unique than some other thing or 

things - that is. it approaches closer 
to one-and-onlyness - but it cannot 
be more unique. 

• • • 
Word oddities. In a television pro-

gram about teaching dogs to obey in-
structions an animal therapist said -
and I vouch for only one word of the 
sentence - something like this: "The 
traits of the dog were literally glued 
together by the new domestication 
patterns.'' 

Did the speaker mean that the 
traits were actually held togther by 
glue? 

That is what literally would have us 
believe. The word means actually or 
in fact. 

The odd thing about it is that many 
writers and speakers use the word 
when they intend to convey the direct 
oposite of literally - they mean fig-
uratively, that is, in a manner sug-
gested by analogous words, phrases 
or figures of speech 



Mr. and Mrs. Earl Goodwin 

When a boy and a girl 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Henry Goodwin Octo-
ber 17th, 1889, they decided to 
name them .Earl and Pearl. 
Although not identical, the 
youngsters loo~ed alike and it 
was only • fitting that their 
names sounded alike. 

The twins, Earl G. Goodwin 
and Mrs. Pearl Olive celebr-
ated their eighty-ninth birth-
day at a family party at his 
home. She didn't have to 
come far because the back of 
their properties adjoin. and 
the drive from her front door to 
his is only a little over a mile 
tong; "just across the creek," 
as he puts it. 

Both are alert and in great 
spirits, and there's nothing 
wrong with their hearing. 
Some time ago both experien-
ce heart trouble, but a change 

'in diet and more rest for him, 
and some medication for her 
took care of the problem. 

Questioned about the secret 
of th eir longevity neither had 
any idea of why each enjoyed 
long life and good health, but 
Mrs. Goodwin informed that 
her husband neither smoked 
nor drank, ate plenty of 
vegetables, and worked until 
he was seventy-five years old. 
Neither is overweight; in fact, 

Mrs. Olive, a very dainty little 
lady, weighs less than ninety 
pounds. 

Asked about what each felt 
was the greatest impro,ement 
progresc; had brought to their 
lives, Goodwin said he was 
glad to be able to plow with 
tractors after having done it 
for years with two mules. 
Mrs. Olive noted that although 
she'd rather travel by car than 
by buggy, at times she wishes 
she could ride around in a 
buggy to go slowly enough to 
enjoy the view along the road. 

Goodwin still lives in the old 
honteplace. His grandfather 
lived in the original part of the 
dwelling, and both he and his 
father were born in the house. 
The place has been remodeled 
but he still recalls the cellar 
under the kitchen and the rear 
building built with up and 
down planks. An-0ld s~ction of 
the structure was built with 
logs. 

Neither displays an interest 
in faraway places. Mrs. Olive 
says she has never been any 
further than Raleigh and San-
ford, both seem content to 
remain close to their birthpl-
ace. 

Asked about the advent of 
movies and television and 
their influence on people'~ 

RED LOBSTER NOW HIRING 
FULL TIM E CAREER OPPORTUN ITV. 

PR~FIT SHARING PLAN, PAID VACATION, 
GROUP IN SURANCE PLAN. DAY & NIGHT 

KITCHEN PERSONNEL. WAITRESSES 
I 

WAITERS, NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
CALL 782-7314 
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Twins Have Taken Progress In Stride 
lives, Mrs. Olive, who has 
never been to a motion picture 
show, said that some TV 
programs help more than they 
hurt. Goodwin saw "Gone 
With the Wind." His televi-
sion preferences lean to quiz 
shows because they show so 
many happy people; he shuns 
programs involving violence 
and claims that ''the best 
thing about a television set is 
the button that turns it off." 

When the twins were small 
they walked three miles to 
Eastman Academy and three 
miles back every day of the six 
months they attended school 
each year. Later they attended 
Olive Chapel School. After-
wards, Goodwin chose to join 
his father working the farm, 
while his twin went to Mered-
ith College from 1908 to 1910. 
She taught one year in Chat-
ham County and three in New 
Hill, and remembers that 
children were very well beha-
ved then and discipline prob-
lems in schools were non-exis-
tent. 

"I remember that when any 
of us was doing something our 
parents didn't approve of, all it 
took was one look. Father 
didn't have to say a word, he 
didn't have to hit us, all he had 
to do was look," said Mrs. 
Olive, adding that she is 
fortunate to have well-behaved 
grandchildren. 

At twenty-five Pearl married 
Elija Olive, or "E. E." as he 
was better known in this area. 
He was a mail carrier for 
thirteen years but when a new 
party ascended to the presid-
ency, there was a big turnover 
at the U. S. Post Offices and 
those affiliated with the "wr-
ong" party were replaced. 
The people in his route wanted 
to send in a petition requesting 
his reinstatement but he asked 
them not to. He was a 
peace-loving man and gave up 
the horse and buggy mail 
delivery to become a farmer 
and dairyman. 

Back in 1917 the Olives 
bought the house Pearl lives in 
now. After her husband died 
in 1968 she lived alone for 
seven years until a son and his 
wife moved in to look after her 
and keep her compan . She 
brags on lier daughter-in-law's 
cooking as being the best. 

Earl was married to his first 
wife, Ethel Roundy of New 
Hill, for twenty years before 
she died. There are four 
daughters from that first un-
ion. He has been married 
thirty-eight years to his second 
wife, the former Veanna Poole 
of Sanford. The couple has 
one son. 

Asked about courting cust-
oms of the beginning of this 
century, both revealed that the 
fellows could take the girls out 
for a buggy ride only as far as 
the church and to the school 
house for an occasional con-
cert, and to the "school 
closing" (graduation ceremo-
nies). Other than that, the 
courting was done at the girl's 
home "in the parlour." 

"In those days there was 
nowhere to go," volunteered 
Mrs. Olive. 

It's interesting to note that 

Earl had three sisters who 
married three brothers, while 
he and another sister married 
a brother and sister. 

"In those days, young peo-
ple usually married their nei-
ghbors, kids with whom they 
grew up, played with, went to 
school and church with," Mrs. 
Goodwin explained. 

Wake Tech 
Classes 

Scheduled 
Wake Technical Institute 

has scheduled Adult Basic 
Education classes at nine 
Wake County locations for the 
Winter Quarter. Instruction 
will be offered at both Level 1 
(grades 0-4) and Level 11 
(grades 5-8). 

Information about these and 
future classes is available at 
telephone 772-7710. 

Chavis Park Recreation 
Center; Levels I and l l, 
Monday and Wednesday, 1012 
A.M. (previously held at Ligon 
High School). 

Senior Citizen's Center, St. 
Augustine's College; Level 1. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10-12 
A.M. 

Walnut Terrace Community 
Building; Level 11, Monday 
and Wednesday, 7-10 P.M. 

Atwater Rst Home, Apex: 
Level 1, Monday and Wednes· 
day, 10-12 A.M. 

Tent Sisters Building, Apex; 
Levels 1 and 11, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 10-12 A.M. 

Senior Citizens Building, 
Zebulon; Level 1, Monday and 
Friday, 10-12 A.M. 

Questioned about the high 
point of his long life, Goodwin 
aid that hunting and fishing is 

:hat he loves best, and still 
members "going to Buckho-

re nd staying a whole week in 
rn a F R" tent near Cape ear tver. 
a d 1· · " h That was goo 1vmg, e 
commented. , 

Once a deacon at Olive 
Chapel Baptist Church, Good-
win attended faithfully until 
Jimbing the steps became 

~ifficult and the doctor advised 
hiJTI not to exert himself. Mrs. 
oJive taught Sunday School for 
ears; first, cradle roll, while 

ier own four children were 
little, and later taught the 
wtermediate department. 
~ow both enjoy listing to the 
taped services afterwards. 
The tape recorder is one 
1110dern convenience both are 
111iinkful for. 

The low point in both their 

lives came when the govern-
ment took their land at a token 
price for the Jordan Dam. 

"At one time we worked 260 
acres. The government took 
160 acres from me and 117 
from my brother." Mrs. Olive 
added that none of the people 
who had to sell back then got 
what the land was worth. 
They received between $100 
and $450 an acre, when the 
land is worth $3,000 an acre. 

Other than that, "I go along 
with all the changes," said 
Mrs. Olive. When she talks 
abrut bygone days it's easy to 

detect a touch of nostalgia. "I 
remember that we all were 
glad to go to church on 
Sundays and get to see 

everybody after not seeing 
anybody for the whole week.'' 
She also recalJs that, as the 
oldest girl, she was in charge 
of taking all her little sisters to 
church when her mother was 
sick or was expecting a baby. 

"Back then, a woman might 
go to church in the winter and 
wear a big cape to cover 
herself if she was pregnant. 

Otherwise, women wouldn't 
be seen in public when they 

were showing. Nowadays 
women go to church until the 
baby is born ... " she said. . 

Both take great pride and 
joy in their progeny; Goodwin 
has eleven grandchildren and 
eleven great grandchildren, 
while Mrs. Olive has nine of 
each, plus a collection of 
twenty-four dolls from all over ; 
the world. • . 

Both are looking forward to • 
becoming nonagenarians. 

Septic Tank Problems: 

Triangle J Plans Workshop 
A workshop on Septic Tank 

Problems and Potential Solu-
tions is offered December 11 in 

CEMOP 
Presents 
Lecture 

"Gold for Holiday Shop-
ping" will be the theme this 
month for Wake County 
Opportunities Consumer Edu-
cation Mobile Outreach Pro-
ject (CEMOP). 

This theme will be present-
ed at the Town Hall CEMOP 
visits byweekly, and upon 
request, it will be presented to 
groups. 

If you overspend for 
presents, neglect to pay major 
bills in December or work 
months after December to pay 
bills accumulated by holiday 
shopping, then this presenta-
tion is for you. 

CEMOP is designed to help 
you prevent a problem before 
it occurs. For further informa-
tion, call 834-6764. 

" We always love those who 
admire us, but we do not al-
ways love those whom we 
admire." 

Raleigh by the Triangle J 
Council of Governments. 

Project Director David E. 
Reynolds feels that many 
homeowners are unaware of 
the soil and maintenance 
problems in the area which 
contributes to septic system 
failure. He explains that 
" untreated septic waste 
threatens public health and 
water quality in our area. We 
want residents to know that 
there are several alternatives 
to the conventional septic 
system which we are testing at 
actual sites." 

TtfE · 
PANTRY 

Agenda speakers will ad-
dress the Effects , of Waste-
water Disposal on Balanced 
Growth and Public Health, 
Regulation and Management 
of Wastewater Disposal, 
Effectiveness of Water Con-
servation Practices. A slide 
tour of alternative septic 
systems installed in our region 
will be previewed. • 

Cost for the workshop is $7 
including lunch. Reservations 
can be made through Triangle ' 
J Council of Governments at 
Research Triangle Park, phone,. 
549-0551. 

CAREER 

OPPORTUNITIES 
\ve have immediate ooeoilW for qualified appllcanta. Op-
portunities f<r manager trainees, assistant managers; full 
and part-time clerks. WAGE DIFFERENTIAL l'AID TO 
JKD SHIFT EMPLOYEES. 

&lccessful full time applicanta will qualify for company 
benefits iocluding vacations, free hospl~lization and profit 
sbarinJ, u well as cub awards far excelling in sales contests 
from time to time. 

Opportunities for advancement to management or super-
visory positions are unlimited for t.hOse individuals willing to 
accept the responsibility. 

APPLY: THE PANTRY, HWY. 55, APEX, N.C. 
i\11 EqaaJ Opi,ori.nUy Employer 

InaWord, 
We've changed! 

Since 1905, when we opened our doors, we've helped 
Raleigh change from a small agricultural city to a busy financial 
center, an area surrounded by research, industry and commerce. 
Change has meant growth. 

The Capital City area has grown and changed. Improved. 
And we have too. But like this area and its people, we've never 
lost sight of our beginnings. As a natural evolution in the growth 
and development of Raleigh Savings, we have changed our name. 
Now we're Raleigh Federal. 



Jean Goodwin chats with Buck Lassiter at her store 

·looks beautiful' 
Residents paint a pretty picture of their town 

'E CHAPEL - This com-
hasn't always been the 

1lace itis today. 
1850 there was a nearby 
New Ruin, which was 

,er of some wild goings-
u~t more sober folk. 

Uy offensive to them 
Sunday afternoon gand-

,g. 
ame, or so they called it, 
yed like this : A gander, 
neck greased, was tied 

feet and strung up on a 
b. Men on horses raced 
grabbed at the gander. 
.. managed to snatch the 
1ate bird 's head off won 
d. 
as terrible," said Jean 
. an owner of Olive 
Jffleral Store. "It was 
~ambling and boozing, 
of thing." 

·-d by this behavior, 11 
s formed a Baptist 
The first pastor was 

Olive, a member of a lo-

I Olive Chapel 

This is one of a MriH of stories 
about small communities in Walce 
County. 

cal family after whom the 
church and the community were 
named. 

Olive Chapel Baptist Church is 
sWl going strong. The tavern 
disappeared Jong ago. 

The church is at the intersec-
tion of Olive Chapel Road and 
Old Fayetteville Road about five 
miles from Apex and just a 
stone .,s throw from Chatham 
County. 

The church, which has nearly 
450 members, including some 
who live in Raleigh, was built in 
1939 after the previous one 
burned. Local men, using mule 
power, dug out the basement, 

I 
and helped build it. 

Nearby are the store, a paint-
ed block building operated by 
Mrs. Goodwin and Faye Lons, 
and homes with Olive Chapel 
Community Watch signs on the 
mailboxes. 

The store, half of which is an 
antique shop, is the daily gather-
ing place for locals who drop in 
for a soft drink and to exchange 
community news. It's a place 
where you can buy a hunk of 
cheese and crackers, or a can of 
beans and Vienna sausages and 
plop right down for lunch at a 
table located beside an old-faab-
ioned stove. 

There's even a box of toys for 
children to play with. 

Mrs. Goodwin's husband, 
Kent, who farms and works at 
Carolina Gold Leaf Warehoule 
in Fuquay-Varina, said he's "Ill 
handy rr • .an. ·' who helps out 
refinishing some of the antJquea 
they sell. 

"We relay messages,'' said 
Mrs. G..xxtwin, r.aid as she~ 
ed one customer after another. 

The two women have operated 

the store about three year: 
She's not the first Goodwin to OJ 
erate it. There's been a stor 
there as Iona as aµybody can rt 
member. 

A ~y once told Richar 
J. Jenks the community looke-
"desolate." 

The remark riled Jenks. Bi; 
Jenks, a farmer and long-tim 
area resident, diplomatically ir 
formed the young man that "i 
don't look desolate to me, i 
looks beautiful.'' 

His feeling is sham by other 
in the community. "People ari 
friendly, down-home folks," sair 
Bob Blanchard, who livea fou 
miles from the store . 

Jenks knows first-hand abou 
how neighborly people in Oliv, 
Chapel can be. 

ln 1!113. bis bouae burn<.-d to th, 
,round. People in UM' CQ.Q'Ununi 

provided clothes and offErec 
·lbeJ.ter. Within daya, they had , 
tr~r parked in the yard fo, 
Jenks and his family . And the} 
collected money to help the f1m 
ily buy neccssitie... 
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