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4pproval

Of Gaddy 

Expected 


GREENSBORO (II'! - The nomi
nation of Claude F . Gaddy as act
ing general secretary of the Bap
tist State Convention is expected 
to be approved here Monday. 

At the same time, a committee 
will be appointed to begin a 
search for a permanent general 
secretary. 

, The General Board of the Bap
: tist State Convention will hold a 
I special meeting Monday to act 

upon the nomination by the exec
utive committee of Gaddy, 65, a 
retired teacher, hospital admin
istrator, and lay Baptist official. 

He was recommended in Ra
leigh Tuesday as acting general 
secretary until a successor can 
be found for Dr. Douglas M. 
Branch, who was killed last week 
in an automobile accident. 

The executive committee will 
name a committee Monday to 
seek nominations for the perma
nent position. The special com
mittee will make its recommen
dation to the General Board, 
which will offer the nomil1fltion 
to the next state convention, 
scheduled to be held in Wilming
ton in November. 

The new permanent general 
secretary would take office in 
January 1964. 

Gaddy, a graduate of Wake 
Forest College in 1921 who re
ceived a master's degree from 
the University of North Carolina 
in 1924, would serve as actin;:( 
secretary for about 11 months if 
the plan is followed. 



Election 
Of Gaddy 
Unallimous 
;v-:--, r-F 

GREENSBORO /A'I - Claude F. 
Gaddy of rlaleigh was elected acl
ing general secretary of tbe Bap

. tist State Convention yesterday by 
the convention's General Board at 

: a meeting here. 
! He had been nominated earlier 
. this month by the board's execu
tive committee to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Dr. Doug
las M. Branch, who was killed m 
a automobile accident. 

Gaddy was brought from retire
ment to fill the vacancy until No
vember, when the convention will 

!	
choose a permanent general secre
tary. His election was unanimous 
at a special meeting of the board, 
with 59 of the 90 members pres
ent. 

Committee Named 

The board appointed a commit
tee of eight clergymen ani four 
lay members to nominate a per
manent general secretary. The 
Rev. Knolan Benfield, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Mor-

I ganton, was designated chairman. 
· The other members: 
· The Rev. Thurman Allred, 
; 'Edenton; Dr. Claud B. Bowen, 

Greensboro; the Rev. James C. 
· Cammack, Fayetteville; the Rev. 
· John E. Lawrence, Shelby; the 
· Rev. James S. Potter, Charlotte; 
the Rev. Ralph E. Jones Jr., Gra

· ham; Dr. W. Perry Gamble, Wax
!haw; Robert N. Simms Jr., Ra
leigh, and C. B. Deane, Rocking



.. ... 1
Gaddy. a 65-year-old native of 
'Anson County. holds degrees from 
Wake Forest College and the Uni
versity of North Carolina. He 
spent 20 years in public school ! 
work. including six years as su- _ 
perintendent of the Raleigh 
schools. 

Hospital Official 

He was the administrator of Rex 
Hospital in Raleigh from 1942 to 
1946 and from 1946 until 1961 he 
was executive secretary of the 
Council on Christian Education of 
the Baptist State Convention. 

The Baptist State Evangelistic 
Conference s tarted a three-<lay 
meeting here yesterday with 
more than 1.200 in attendance. 

The lack of dignity in evange
listic services. especiaUy the use 
of showmanship. was deplored by 
Joseph 0, Stroud of Raleigh, mu
sic secretary for the Baptist State 
Convention, at the opening ses
sion. 

"The music director is just as 

important in a revival as the visit· 

ing minister. " Stroud said. 


The conference, scheduled to 
end at noon Wednesday, is under 
the direction ot Dr. Julian S. Hop
kins of Raleigh, director of evan· 
gelism for the State Convention. 

Dr. W. A. Crisswell, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Dallas, 
Tex., who was scheduled to speak 
here three vmes during the con
ference, was unable to come here 
because he has influenza. G. Earl 
Guinn. president of Louisiana Col
lege, Pineville, La., who had 
agreed to substitute for Dr. Criss
well, was unable to get here. His 
plane was grounded by bad 
weather. 

!lVNHfiOr W:I'lVS-NOJ.SNI.M, 
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T'o Receive ~ 
Baptist Post \J-
Claude F. Gaddy of Raleigh, ed

ucator and prominent Baptist lay
man, was tapped Tuesday to take 
over the reins as acting general 
secretary of the Baptist State 
Convention. 

Gaddy, 65. was recommended 
by the executive cOmplittee of the 
Convention's General Board to fill 
the post vacated by the dzath .
last week of Dr. Douglas M. 
Branch. . Z 

The General Board will act on 
the recommendation next Monday 
at a meeting in Greensboro. 

Dr. Branch was killed in an 
auto-truck collision near AhoSkie 
last Friday. He bad served. as 
Convention general secretary and 
treasurer since 1959. 

Gaddy. a native of Anson Coun
ty, graduated from Wake Forest 
College in 1001, and received a 
master's degree from the Uni
versity of North Carolina in 1924. 

Fonner sChool Official. 
He spent 21 years in school 

work, as a teacher and principal, 
including six years as superin
tendent of Raleigh city schools. 
He left that post in 1942 to be
come administrator of Rex Hos
pital here. 

After rour years, he left the 
hospital to become executive sec
retary of the Baptist State Con
vention's Council on Christian Ed
IUcation. He held that post Wltil 
1961 when he retired. 



G;~~~ ri~~~edAs ~upce~s~r . 
To Branch 

Recommended 

For Baptist Post 


RALEIGH IA'I .- Claude F . Gad

dy of Raleigh, an educator and 

prominent Baptist layman, was 

tapped yesterday to take over the 

reins as acting general secretary 

of the Baptist State Convention. 


Gaddy, 65, was recommended 

by the Executive Committee of 

the convention's General Board 

to fill the .post vacated by the 

death last week of Dr, Douglas 

M. Branch. 

The General Board will act on 

the recommendation next Mon

day at a meeting in Greensboro. 


Branch was killed in an auto

truck collision near Ahoskie last 

Friday, He had served as con

vention general secretary and 

treasurer since 1959. 


Gaddy, a native of Anson Coun
ty , graduated from Wake Forest 
College in 1921, and received a 
master's degree from the Uni
versity of North Carolina in 1924. 

He spent 21 years in school 
work, as a teacher and principal 
including six years as superin
tendent . of . Raleigh city schools . 
He left that post in 1942 to be
come administrator of Rex Hos
pital in ' Raleigh. 

After four years, he left the 
hospital to become executive sec
retary of the Baptist State Con
vention's Council on Christian Ed
ucation. He held that post until 
1961. 

White Gets Duties 

The Rev. Harold M. White, 44, i 
pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Clayton, was named secretary of 
stewardship promoti.on for the 
Baptist State Convention. 

The appointment was an
nounced by the Executive Com
mittee of the convention's Gen
eral Board. 

White succeeds the Rev. O. J. 
Hagler. now director of the De
partment of Stewardship Promo
tion and Editorial Services. 

A native of Windsor, White is 
a graduate of the University of 
Richmond and Southwestern Bal>' 
tist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Tex. He has served the 
(ollowing churches in North Caro
lina: Highland at Hickory, 1950
53; First Baptist Church, Spin
dale, 1953-59; First Ci1Urch, Clay
ton, 1959 until the present time. 
He will aSSlUne his new post I 
April 1. 

Currently, White is on the exec
utive committee. 

http:promoti.on


Claude Gaddy 
Is Lay 

j 
Raleigh 


speaker fer 

Lakeside Baptist Church's Lay


I man's Day serVIce at 11 a.m. 

Sunday. 

Gaddy is the former acting 
general secretary - treasurer of 

I	the Baptist Slate Convention, 
says Rev . Clarence Godwin, 
Lakeside pastor. 

The Baptist State Convention's 
executive committee and gen
eral board elected Gaddy to the 
post when Dr. Douglas M. 



Branch, the general secretary
, treasurer, died on F eb. 1, 1963. , 

I 

t Gaddy served the office until 
J anuary, 1964. 

I Gaddy js a native of Anson 
County and graduate of Wake : 
Forest College. He received a 
master's degree from the Uni

j versity of North Carolina. Heitaught in Mills Home in Thomas
ville from 1921 to 1925, was prin
cipal of Marshville High School 
1925-27 and was Unjon COIlnty I 

Schools superintendent 1927-:n. 
For the next five years he was 

assistant eXbcutive se{!retary of 
the N.C. State School Commis
sion. He became Raleigh City 
Schools superintendent in 1936 ( 
and became Rex Hospital ad. 1 

"ministrator in 1942. 
From 1946 until his retirement .~ 

in 1961 he was executive sec- " 
retary of the Council on ChrL;t ' J 

ian Education for the BaptIst t 
State Convention. He now is as
sociated with his son , Ch:u'les f 

W. 	 Gaddy, in the Gaddy ~ 
state Co. of Raleigh. 
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CLAUDE F. GADDY AND WIFE WITH PORTRAIT IN BACKGROUND 

I 

:NC Baptist Leaders Honor Gaddy 

Baptist leaders from all over Branch, general secretary and appreciation for Gaddy's contri-' 

the state gathered here last night treasurer of the Baptist State butions to all phases of Baptist 
to pay tribute to Claude F. Gad· Convention. presided life in the last 40 years. C. Syl
dy who retires July 31 as execu· vester Greene of Greenville, first 
tive secretary of the denomina· Portrait of Gaddy. chairman of the Council on Chris. 
tio~'s Council on Christian Edu- On hehaU of the seven colleges, tian. Ed~cation when it was or· 
cahon. . President Leslie H. Campbell of gantzed In 1946, also spoke 

Sharing honors was Mrs. Gad· Campbell College presented the In a lighte~ moment, Dr. S. L. 
dy and other members of the family an oil portrait of Gaddy Stealey, preSIdent of Southeastern 
family. The dinner was held at painted by Mrs. Isabelle Bowen Seminary, officiated at "remar· 
Balentines in Cameron. Village Henderson 'of Raleigh. As a per· riage" ceremonies of the Gaddys. 
and attracted 80 persons from as sonal gift from the presidents, Dr. A close friend of the family for 
far away as Asheville and Eden· Hoyt Blackwell of Mars Hill gave years, Stealey made the local 
ton. Gaddy an engraved wrist watch. Baptist leader promise to stay 

Among those present were the Miss Grace Yow of Raleigh, Gad- closer ~o~e after ~uly 31. 
presidents, deans and business dy's secretary for a number of Continuing the hgh~-hearted ap
managers of the seven Baptist years, presented him with a p~oach, Robert N. Simms of Ra· 
colleges in tllis state. Gaddy bound volume of letters from leigh and. Dr. I. G. Greer of 

. worked closely with them during friends and asociates. C~apel ~Ill presented "mock" 
, the 15 years he held the educa· Convention President C. B. glfts deslgned more for laughter 
: tional post. Dr. Douglas M. Deane of Rockingham expressed than usefulness. 



Claude Gaddy 

Gaddy Ach ieved Much 
For N.C. Baptist Schools 

by Ben Fisher 

On July 1, 1946, Claude F . Gaddy began work 
as the first Executive Secretary of the North Ca~f
lina Baptist Council on Christian Education. tie 
retired on August l. 

When he took office, forces were already at work 
for the greatest advance in Christian higher educa
tion ever experienced in the Southern Baptist Con
vention. However, the period 1930-45 was one of 
struggle and decision for Baptist colleges. Conven
tion records also indicate that this period was 
marked by a strong spirit of competition among 
Baptist colleges and nearly every convention session 
dealt with some misunderstanding between one or 
more of the schools. At least three of the schools 
during this period were not accredited. 

Baptist colleges in North Carolina have increased 
in enrollment from 3,500 to 8,800 in 19qO. During 
this same period Baptist colleges raised more than 
$40,000,000 for plant improvements and 'expansion. 
Gifts to the colleges through the Cooperative Pro
gram have increased from $344,000 to $1,110,000 
in 1960. 

Many consider the greatest achievement is the 
communication which has developed between North 
Carolina college administrators. From the begin
ning of Mr. Gaddy's administration the Council has 
encouraged close communication between all seven 
of the college presidents and deans. Competition 

and competitive recruitment have been replaced by 
Christian concern for a total program of Christian 
higher education in the state. The real turning 
point came when one night several years ago a 
college president arose and voluntarily offered to 
cut his own allocation several thousand dollars in 
order to help a smaller school meet a financial 
CrISIS. 

Council Brings Unity 
The Council has developed the same kind of 

understanding and mutual concern among the 
faculty members of the colleges. Professors have 
been brought together regularly to discuss mutual 
problems and obj ectives. 

The Council has encouraged the improvement of 
teacher training and curr iculum. The seven Baptist 
colleges operated in North Carolina are now fully 
accredited. Not to be overlooked is the part played 
in interesting foundations in the colleges. Credit 
must be given to Mr. Gaddy for the number of 
self study plans which have been encouraged by the 
Council. 

Mr. Gaddy's office has provided valuable liaison 
services between the N ortk!, Carolina colleges, 
Southern Association of Baptist Colleges and 
Secondary Schools and the Southern Association of 
Baptist Colleges and Schools. 

During his 15 years of service Mr. Gaddy has 
earned the universal respect of educators, the love 
and appreciation of North Carolina Baptists and 
the lasting gratitude of his co·workers on the 
Council, in the colleges and throughout the Con
vention territory. 

N. C. Studies History 

Of Baptists 


The Baptist State Convention of North Carolina 
and Wake Forest College have joined hands in a 
project to give North Carolina's Baptists a greater 
knowledge of their interesting history. James M. 
Nicholson has been appointed director of the Bap
tist collection at Wake Forest. The present collec
tion will be broadened for research and for the 
writing of Baptist history. The collection at Wake 
Forest is probably the best in the state and one of 
the strongest in the Southeast. 

Schatz Belmont Dean 
Belmont College in Nashville, Tenn., has an

nounced the appointment of Dr. Fred C. Schatz as 
academic dean of the college, effective August l. 

Dr. Schatz, a native of Birmingham, Ala., will 
come to Belmont from Carson·Newman College, 
where he has been director of placement and 
associate professor of education and psychology. 

The Sou the 'r n B apt i 5 tEd u cat 0 r 15 



CLAUDE F. GADDY, 83, LONGTIME DENOMINATIONAL 
LEADER, DIES 

Claude F. Gaddy, 83, who headed the Council on Christian 

Education, 1946-1961, and was acting General Secretary-Treasurer 

of the convention for a year after Douglas M. Branch was killed 

Feb. 1, 1963, died April 24 at his home in Raleigh after a lengthy 

illness. 

Funeral services were held April 27 at First Church, Raleigh, 

where he was a member. 

A native of Anson County, he spent most of his youth in Union 

County where he graduated from Wingate High School in 1918 and Wake 

Forest College in 1921. He taught school at Mills Home, 1921-24; was 

principal at Marshville, 1925-27; superintendent of Union County 

Schools, 1921-31; and came to Raleigh in 1931 tq.be assistant 

executive secretary of the State School Commission. He was super

intendent of the Raleigh City Schools, 1936-42, and administrator 

of Rex Hospital, 1942-46, at which time he assumed the higher 

education post with the convention. 

Since retirement he served as a trustee for the convention for 

more than 10 years and was on the Southern Baptist Convention 

Executive Committee. He has been a director of the Baptist Foundation; 

on the board of Associates at Meredith College and on the Board of 

Advisors at Chowan , among other places of denominational service. 

Campbell University gave him an honorary degree; Wingate College a 

certificate of alumni achievement; and Wake Forest a distinguished 

service citation. 

His first wife, Nannie L. Sigmon, died in 1963. He and Mary 

Lily Duncan were married in 1964. 

Besides his wife,survivors include: two daughters, Mrs. Lorena 

G. Goodwin and Mrs. Jean G. Scholl, both of Raleigh; a son, Charles 

W. Gaddy of Raleigh; four brothers, Clyde Gaddy and Melvin Gaddy, 

both of Peachland, J. B. Gaddy of Marshville, Brutus C. Gaddy of 

Monroe; three sisters, Mrs. Gertha G. Stegall of Marshville, Mrs. 

Inez G. Edwards and Mrs. Betty G. Edwards, both of Peachland; nine 

grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 

BIBL1CAL RECORDER, May 2, 1981, p. ~:1-2 
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AN INSTITUTION 

Claude Gaddy's Life Devoted Largely 

to Education, but Had Wide Range of Talents 

It was almost 20 years ago when Claude Gaddy retired as execu
tive secretary of the Council on Christian Education. 

On that occasion, the late Douglas M. Branch said that "he is 
more than an individual; he is an institution." 

This was a correct appraisal of one of the best-known Baptist 
layman of the last half century. After a lengthy illness, he 
died April 24. 

Let's consider for a moment how varied and talented this 
"institution" was. 

He was an educator and that probably was his first love although 
his interests and talents were varied. He was the first fulltime 
man to serve in the higher educational post and in doing, had a key 
role in perfecting the plan to coordinate the work of Baptist 
colleges and universities. 

He had been retired less than two years whe~ the convention 
needed him to serve as acting General Secretary-Treasurer when 
Doug Branch was killed in an auto accident. Again, he was in the 
right place at the right time and did a superb job. 

Here is what I wrote in the June 21, 1961, RECORDER on his 
retirement from the educational post: . 

Here is a man who is at home in any Baptist gathering, whether 
it's held in the smallest ohurch and association or in the largest 
auditorium that entertains the State or Southern Convention. 
Easy-going, affable and down-to-earth at all times, he c~n talk 
about white-face cattle (a favorite subject, incidentally) or he 
can discuss the intricate details of a college curriculum. His 
range of knowledge is as wide as his range of friends ... Another 
like him is not likely to come along in a long time -- if ever. 

That appraisal still holds true. Baptists will never have too 
many Claude Gaddys. In fact, it's best to settle for one and thank 
God for his long life and for his influence on so many lives, 
especially young people. 

Our sincerest symptahy to his wife, the former Mary Lily Duncan 
who stood by him so faithfully and the children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. They, like all of us, will have enough fond 
memories of him to last a lifetime. 

BIBLICAL RECORDER, May 2, 1981, p. 2:1-2. 
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NC BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION ANNUAL, 1981 (206.97561 66) 

Claude F. Gaddy 

Claude Fisher Gaddy was a man for all seasons. A devout Chris
tian layman, he devoted his life to the service of others. . 

Born December 28, 1897, in Anson County, North Carolina, he 
received his education in Union County Public Schools, Wingate 
High School, Wake Forest University, and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and did graduate work at Duke and Har
vard Universities. 

Campbell University conferred on him the LL.D. degree in 
1972. He was the recipient also of numerous distinguished ser
vice citations and awards. 

Mr. Gaddy bagan his career as a teacher in the Baptist Child
ren's Home at Thomasville (1921-25). He was principal of Marsh
ville High School (1925-27) and superintendent of Union County 
Schools (1927-31). Because of his unusual capabilities as a teacher 
and his ability to relate to all kinds of persons, he was called 
upon to serve as assistant executive secretary of the North Car?l
ina State School Commission (1931-35) and later became superin
tendent of the Raleigh City Schools (1936-42). "When Mr. Gaddy 
resigned," according to a colleague, "he had not only built up in 
the citizens of Raleigh confidence in their schools, but he had 
also made of the school system an efficient democratic organiza
tion composed of teachers, principals, and other workers eager 
to follow his leadership." 

Following four years as administrator of Rex Hospital, Mr. 
Gaddy was elected executive secretary of the Council on Chris
tian Higher Education of the Baptist State Convention ?f North 
Carolina, where he served with distinguished leadership for 
more than fifteen years. 

6/Baptist State Convention 
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When Mr. Gaddy assumed this role, there was little coopera
tion among Baptist colleges, much confusion about Convention 
relationships , and little regu lar support for the colleges from the 
Convention . Under Gaddy's strong and persuasive leadership, 
and because of his broad educational experience, the Council 
was soon giving able leadership by encouraging the raising of 
academic standards, improvement of faculty , strengthening of 
libraries, and development of facilities. Under his administration 
all North Carolina Baptist colleges became fully accredited, and 
the level of support from the Cooperative Program increased 
dramatically. So broad and well-laid were his plans and so com
prehensive his vision that three successors have been able to do 
little more than to add to these foundations. 

Moreover, he found time for active leadership in his church as 
a deacon and Sunday School teacher, and held numerous offices 
in both the State and Southern Baptist Conventions, including an 
interim term as General Secretary-Treasurer of the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina in 1963. 

In addition, this great Christian layman served his community 
for fifty years as a member of the Raleigh Rotary Club, and held 
civic offices too numerous to mention here. 

What is important is that in all that he did, he brought a Chris
tian perspective and dimension, whether as classroom teacher , 
school or hospital administrator, executive secretary of the 
Councilor the Convention. 

In 1923 he married Nannie l. Sigmon of Wake Forest, to whom 
three children were born : Lorena Gaddy Goodwin, Jean Gaddy 
Scholl, and Charles William Gaddy. At the time of his death he 
had nine grandchildren and three great-grandchildren . Nannie 
Gaddy died in 1963, and his second wife was Mary Lily Duncan of 
Raleigh, who survives him. 

Claude Fisher Gaddy was a man for all seasons because he 
loved people, understood their needs, and possessed a rare qual
ity of patience and sympathy. He saw the role of the administra
tor as a servant role, and his colleagues followed him gladly. To 
Claude Gaddy love was always better than hate, humility better 
than pride, honesty better than misrepresentation, hope better 
than despair, and faith better than doubt. He left a legacy of 
friends seldom equalled in his time. 

Ben C. Fisher 

Dedications and Memorials17 
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