
- '7.-.:....:-;::-:::-~ IT- u erar--wcrs~Drougn{ lJpDAR I VV 

Today To Be Anything . . . But a Soldier' 
m GH POINT PUBLIC LmRARY: 

High Noon, a 1952 western starring Gary 
Cooper and Grace Kelly. 7 p.m. Free. 

COLLEGIUM MUSICUM AND 
MADRIGAL SINGERS: 8 p.m., Bren
dle Recital Hall, Wake Forest University. 
The chamber groups will perform Renais
sance and medieval music. Free. 

SOUTHSIDE BRA NCH L I 
BRARY: The JoUy Comer, a film based 
on a short story by Henry James. 7 p.m. 
Thursday. Part of the American Short 
Stories Film Series, which runs through
out April. Free. 

THE BLOOD KNOT: The drama by 
Athol Fugard, 8 p.m. today through Sat
urday, Vintage Theater, 7 Vintage Ave. 
Performed by the Actors Ensemble. Ad
mission $5, $4 for students and senior 
citizens. 

Friday 
REYNOLDA HOUSE: Gertrude 

Stein: When This You See, Remember 
Me. 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Free. 

LECTURE: 2 p.m., Brendle Recital 
Hall, Wake Forest University. Roger 
Smith, the chief executive officer of Gen
eral Motors, will speak. Sponsored by the 
Babcock Graduate School of Manage
ment . Free. 

MUSIC AT MERCANTILE: 5:30-8 
p.m., Mercantile Plaza, Fourth Street 
downtown. Nickels To Diamonds Trio 
(Renai888Dce, swing, jazz and blues) will 
""rfnnn_ F......" 

By Dan Froomkin 
JOURNAL REPORTER . 

When Brig. Gen. Evelyn P. Foote was an undergradu
ate at Wake Forest University and Army recruiters set up 
tables on campus, she would run in the opposite direc
t ion. 

"I diOO't want to be a regimented number, an unthink
ing machine and a little robot ," Gen. Foote, visitin$ her 
alma mater, told a group of about 60 
students yesterday. "

"I'm a Durham gal," she said. "I 
was raised like any other good girl, a 
Southern Baptist . ... I was brought 
up to be anything else in t he world __ 
but a soldier. • 

"But here I am." 
Last May, she became one of four 

women generals in the Army. She is 
the first woman from North Carolina 
and the fIrst alUJI1ll8 of Wake Forest Co -,I 

- she was in the class of 1953 - to 
attain that rank. 

She is now the deputy inspector general for the Army 
in charge of inspections. Her job requires her to t ravel 
across the world, she said, inspecting the Army's problem 
areas - where safety is a problem, where ammunition is 
stored or where terrorism is a threat, for instance. 

She also inspects all units that store chemical or nucle
ar weapons. 

Gen. Foote told the audience, many of whom are 
members of Wake Forest's ROTC program, that the" 
Army doesn't only need "lean, mean fIghting machines,j, 
it also needs "technically capabls,'futelligent young men 
and women." 
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She said that she eventually shed her reluctance to join 
the military because the Army, in the 1950s, offered 
responsibilities to women that were not available in the 
private sector. 

It also gave her self-discipline and the ability to serve 
her country with pride, she said. 

She originally signed up to be a member of the Wom
en'g Army Corps because a pamphlet she saw said that 
WACS don't have to type and that she was sick of jobs as 
"a girl secretary for all the men who had the desirable 
jobs." But then she had to go to basic t raining. 

"As soon as I got there, I decided I ha~ entirely lost my 
mind," Gen. Foote said 

"You give up all your human rights, and they dole them 
back to you one by one." 

But a few weeks later, she was doing the training rather 
than getting trained. With added responsibilities came 
satisfaction and determination. 

During her 27-year career, Gen. Foote has served as a 
recruiter, a professor at the Army War College and an 
Army spokesman in Vietnam during the war. From 1983 
to 1986, she was the commander of a military police group 
in Germany. 

Gen. Foote is modest about her rank. "In 1986, I was 
Selected for promotion to brigadier general. I will never 
understand how that happened." 

She said that getting any promotion above the rank of 
colonel is a function of "good timing and dam good luck." 

More seriously, she said: " It's a kick to have the 
opportunity to serve at this level." 

Although women have made gains in the Army, she 
said, there are 408 male generals to only four female 
generals. 

All four are one-star, or brigadier generals. 


