
DR. ROBERT A. DYER 

Enon Plans 

Memorial 
.Service 

Enon Baptist <llUrch will ob
serve ~ Memorial Day I, 
service Sunday. 
~'I'i!errrt:r:Ar.1uyrJiriel!1l'":',"-lras""S'ITI"'3CI:!lamUrl:"t
dean and associate professor of 
religion of Wake Forest College, 
will be the speaker for the Me

orial Day service. 
Dr. Dyer, native of Louisiana, 

was graduated from Louisiana 
State University and Southern 
Baptist TheologicaI Semina·ry, 
Louisville, Ky. A former mis
ionary to Japan he bas been 
eacbing in North Carolina Bap

tist Colleges for the past 20 
years. 

Dr. Dyer is well known in 
North Carolina where he has 
served as interim pastor in 
many churches. Hoe has been 
interim pastor at Enon since the 

ignation of the former pastor, 
e Rev. J. Charles Allard, who 

s now in Brazil serving as a 
missionary of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. 

Friemls and former members 

are invtied to Sunday School at 

J: 45 and worship service at 11 
a.m. followed by a picn~c lunel· 

There will be no evening se 

ces. 
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Salisbury Po. t 
Sanford Herald 
Shelby Star 
Statesville Record & 
Tarboro Southerner 
Thomasville TImes 
Tryon Bulle t in 
Was hington Daily News 
Wilming ton Star 
Wilming ton News 
Wilmington Star-News 
Wil s on Daily Times 
Wins ton-Salem Journal 

Landmarl 

Winston-Salem Sentinel 
Norfolk: Va. Pilot 
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For Teens,- Use-- Lots of Patience 

By Annie Lee Singletary 

Slell RePOrler 

Dr. Robert Dyer, assistant 
dean of Wake Forest Univer
sity, told a group of parents 
at the Thruway Mall last 
night that "A good parent 
works himself right out of a 
job. " 

His talk on "Understanding 
Teen·Agers," sponsored by 
the Forsyth·Stokes Medical 
Auxiliary, was followed by an 
open discussion in the form of 
questions and answers. 

In addition to the basil: 
needs of individuals such as 
physical satisfaction (food, 
clothing, etc.), emotional se
curity, status, and mastery of 
some skill, Dr. Dyer stressed 
the specific needs of teen
agers. 

They include: 
-Independence from par

ents by gradual emancipation. 
-Vocational exploration to 

determine their own apti
\ tudes. 

-Experience in courtship 

DR. ROBERT DYER 

••• "Fool's Hill" veteTan ••• 


and preparation lor marriage. 
-Personality integration, in 

volving both recognition by 
his own age group and the 
approval of adults. 

He said that mechanisms of 
adjustment go into effect 
where there is lack of any of 
these specific needs. 

As an example, he cited a 
child who identifies with some 
one else to raise his status or 
lies about facets of his fame 
ily life of whicb he is 
ashamed. 

"The awakening of social 
consciousness also begins in 
the late teens, which may 
make a youth a crusader 
against the status quo. 

"Being part of • crowd has 
Its advantages and its disad
vantages," Dr. Dyer said. 

" A crowd offers security, 
pastime, social activity, a 
chance to appraise others and 
take part in cooperative ef
fort. On the other hand, it 
can encourage snobbishnesl 
or a form of gang activity." 

He illustrated the usual cy
des of development that oc
cur from the age of 10 to 

18-at which time the 
"leveling off" should begin. 

"The cycles will alternate 
between rough and smooth 
almost every year," he 
warned, "but they are nor· 
mal, and if you are having a 
rough year, just look forward 
to the next one. 

"Interest and a resolve to 
understand are needed most 
by parents so that they can 
predict behavior to some ex
tent and be prepared to deal 
with it. They must also be 
able to see when the child 
needs help beyond what they 
can give him." 

Dr. Dyer, who spoke from 
his own experience with stu
dents and from "going over 
Fool's Hill" with two sons 
of his own, urged parents, 

liD 0 n 't be 
~. 

overprotective. 
Don't deny them the struggle, 
because that is what makes 
them strong." 

He advised patience, above 
all things. "Don't expect too 
much of a child at his level of 
development, regardless of 
chronological age. Don't dom
inate or smother him. 

"Stabilize your guidelines in 
social and moral behavior, 
realizing that you are the ex
ample. Give the child realistic 
goals to work toward, and 
give him just as much free. 
dom as he is able to handle 
with wisdom and respon
sibility. " 

Mrs. E. H. Martinat, presi
dent of the auxiliary, intro
duced Dr. Dyer. 
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Gets Medallion of Merit 

Dr. Robert A. Dyer, professor 
emeritus of religion was presented 
Wake Fofest University's Medallion 
of Merit at Founders' Day ceremo
nies yesterday. 

Dyer retired from tbe university In 
1983 after serving 27 years in the 
religion department and 24 years as 
[associate dean. 

Also at tbe ceremonies yesterday, 
Dr. Catberine T. Harris, an assistant 
professor of sociology, received the 
university's Excellence in Teaching 
Award. . 

The Medallion of Merit is awarded 
for outstanding service to the univer
sity. It was presented yesterday by 
President Thomas K. Hearn J r. 

Tbe citation accompanying the 
award said Dyer "cared for . the

• needy, the foreign students wbo had 
lost their moorings in an alien envi
ronment, minority students wbo need 
more than superficial acceptance. Be 
cared about all students and gave 
some of them a place In bis own borne 

"\ 

wben they were down and out. He 
gave them his love." 

Dyer is a graduate of Louisiana 
State University and received mas
ter's and doctor of tbeology degrees 
at tbe Southern Baptist Tbeological 
Seminary. He was a Soutbern Baptist 
missionary to tbe Far East from 1940 
to 1946, and be and bis wife were 
prisoners of tbe Japanese army in tbe 
Philippines fromJ941 until 1945. 

He taugbt at tiardner-Webb Col
lege from 1946 untif'1iejoined tbe 
Wake Forest religion'f~ulty in 1956. 
He was named associate dean about 
tbree years later. . 

He said in an interview on bis re
tirement that one of tbe duties be 
enjoyed most was adviSing foreign 
students. 

Selection of Dr. Harris for tbe 
teacbing award was made by a com
mittee of faculty, administrators. and 
students. It is awarded annually to a 
faculty member wbose rank is eitber 
instructor or assistant professor. It 
carries a casb award of $750. ,
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