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Just about every day of his life , 
David Damron hears prison gates 
click .but behlod him. It Is a 
chilling sound that he heard for 
the first time three years ago. It 
is the sound of another world 
closing in - or of being enclosed 
in another world. 

Rev. Damron says lht be has 

" I was one of the lucky Does," 
he says, refening to the not so 
lucky DOes he sees everyday on 
the other side of the prisoo gates 
at the correctional facility on US 
21 north. 

Prayers Answered 
At the time that Damron was 

drinking, he did not know that 
t.he minister aod congregation at 
the HoustoDville church had 

"Unless a man is changed on the inside, he 's going to 
come out the same man who went in," Damron says. But 
he believes strongly that such change can occur . 

been steadily called to their grey 
prison world over the last several 
years . Tbat call begao In a 
Houstooville Baptist Church 'io 
1980 when Damron saw "tbe need 
was there for me to straighten up 
my life." 

At the time, as be explains, be 
was well on his way to becoming 
an alcoholic. Liquor, which was 
what he enjoyed, was "physically 
tearing me down" and was caus
iog him problems at borne. He 
dido't deprive his family, he says, 
but probably would have if the 
dri.n.king had continued_ 

been praying (or him (or rive 
years. The prayers had come at 
the request o( Damron's mother. 
He just knew during an altar call 
one Sunday that he was bound to 
do something. 

Answering tbat altar call led 
bim into being a Sunday School 
teacher at Ho\1Stonville, then an 
RA leader at Hebroo Baptist, 
and then the leader of a Bible 
study at Rosewood Rest Home. 

Curiosity led him into accep
ting an invitation by Buddy 
Barker, then the mission 
outreach director at Hebron, to 

go to a Sunday School class at the 
Iredell Correctional Ceoter . 
Damron was apprebensive at 
flrst , he admit., but It was actual· 
Iy the inmates wbo allayed his 
(ears wlth their warmth and 
receptiveness. 

" I was surprised at the 
freedom o( spirit," Damron says. 
He saw bow much the inmates 
enjoyed the extra contact " from 
the outside" and he was especial· 
ly impressed with an inmate 
named Mickey. That inmate, who 
was a fonner biker, drug addict , 
alcoholic, and robber, "came to 
know the Lord and was a com
pletely different person ," 
Damron says. 

'Bringing The Message 
"He was studying his Bible and 

going to church," Damron con
tioues. In spite of tbe fact that he 
was serving a 22-year term for 
armed robbery, he "was not bit
ter like some people are, dido' 
mope around, and didn't give 
people problems." 

A short time later, Rev . 
William Wease of Hebron Baptist 
Church recruited Damron to 
assist with a Sunday School class 
at the prison. About seven in-

FIRST STOP - The prison chaplain at the Iredell Correctional Center has an obligation 
both to the staff and to the inmates. A regUlar part of Rev. David Damron's daily tour of the local 
prison is to lalk to its administration and staff to find oul aboul needs . Shown above are Robert L 
Reese, superintendent of the facility; Damron; Ron Raub, program supervisor; and Rev. Irvin 
Hopkins, chaplain for oorrectional facilities in the South Pledmonl Area. 

mates attended the Sunday 
School class and about 35 came 
to the church services that 
followed . During the next several 
months, the prison chaplain ask
ed Damron and another volun
teer if they would alternate 
" bringing the message" for a 
month. 

Before his opportunity to 
preach , Damron prayed for a 
week. It would be a sign, he 
thougbt, if just "one soul got sav
ed that morning." Following hi. 
message, five inmates responded 
to the altar call. 

'" felt that this was where I 
was supposed to be," Damron 
says, "That it was exactly what I 
was led Into doing." 

He is now the prison chaplain 
and was recently ordained . As 
the prison's ordained minister, 
he is a part of the daily devo
tionals tbat occur Monday 
through Friday at lunchtim • . He 
is also a part of the Bible Study 
and the prayer groups aod the 
Sunday morning services. 

Galo Conf'idence 
But in the eyes of tbe irunates 

and in the eyes of the supervisory
starr at the prison, the chaplajn is 
much more than a man in a dark 
suit toting a Bible. He is a couo· 
selor, and he 1s a man "from the 
outside" who can be trusted. Out· 
siders, Damron says. are often 
viewed with distrust. "They 
wonder what your angle is, what 
you are after." 

The inmates are DOW after 
Damron as someone to confide 
in . "Most of them are concerned 
about a lack of control at home," 
he says. "They are worried about 
their children and their lives." 
They have questions about such 
things and they have the need to 
bounce them off the chaplain to 

Jee how he feels about them. 
The prisoners, Damron feels, 

are often not hardened criminals 
and are not incapable of cbange. 
A year ago, he says, he felt "the 
call of the Lord to become a 
minister full ·time" even though 
he was already operating an in
dustrial cleaning service in the 
morning. 

"I wanted to direct more time 
out there and share what the 
Lord had done for me," he says. 
"(f he bad dooe it for me, he 
could do it for anybody." 

On Dec. 27, (900, Damroo was 
ordained during a special cere
mony at the Piedmont Correc
tional Center in Salisbury. 

Mlnl.try Gr.wlng 
Since being ordained, Damron 

has been able to perform both 
prison weddings and prisoo bap

tisms. Of the weddwgs, he says 
that he bas actually performed 
one and discouraged others - at 
least until ao inmate's time is up. 
Of the baptisms, be says that he 
has baptited siK inmates thus far . 

The baptisms, he explains. are 
performed io a portable foot 
pulled arouod by a trailer. " It's 
big eoough for one persoo and 
the mimster stands to ooe side," 
he says. The trailer is hauled 

(rom camp to camp as it is need 
ed - sort of U-Haulstyle. 

ADd the foot Is needed more 
aDd more these days as prison 
ministry continues to grow. 

Prison ministry is growing 
locally, Damron says , with new 
programs being added . One pro
gram currently being lried is an 
Adopt·A-Prisoner program. Other 
facets of prison ministry include 

(See Ministly , PageS-e> 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS - Anhur Matthews (Ie") and Rev. 
David Damron, prison chaplain, are shown discussing the mean
ings of Bible passages. During such discussions. Damron helps 
Inmales find how scriplure applies 10 Iheir daily lives. 

CHAPLAIN AND CLERK - Billy Hibbard, Ie", serves as 
oler1dor Rev . Damron, shown at right. During church he helps wilh 
the songbool<s and with handing oul the Bibles. He also assislS 
Damron witt! correspondence . 
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providing tutors to help with ed
ucationa l problems, ge t ting 
clothing for an inmate to wear to 
court, or providing someone to 
help inmales arrange for jobs 
and housing when they get out 

And get out they will. At least 
9CI percent of the inmates in the I, 
local facility, which is medium 


. security, "are going to be back on 

the street .someday," Damron 

pointsQut. 

"Unless a man is changed on 
the inside, he's going to come out 
the same man who went in," 
Damron says. But he believes 
strongly that such change can oc
cur. 

As an example, Damron has 
only to think back to his ordina
tion as a minister. The man who 
performed the ceremony, Rev. 
Isaac Reynolds, spent more than 
20 years in a Virginia prison be
fore ftnding his faith and his way. 

(AD1'one desiring more infor

mation about the Prison Ministry 

Program can con t act Rev. 

Damron at 876-4608 or at 872-4045 

duringtbe afternoon). 



