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A CHURCH IS FORMED 

History is the story of the struggle for human 
freedom. Etrery person or event which has contributed 
to this struggle deserves to be recorded on the pages 
of the story called history. 

During the months and years preceeding the 
organization of Mill Creek Church, certain patriotic 
and spiritually-minded men and women, whose names shall 
appear later in this story, deeply meditated and prayed 
concerning the future welfare of Mill Creek Community. 

In order that the united purposes and combined 
spiritual aspirations might be realized, on Friday 
morning July 21, 1835, a group of consecrated men and 
women met at Mill Creek to perfect their spiritual 
designs. During this meeting Mill Creek Church was 
organized for the purpose of worshiping God, preaching the 
Gospel, singing His praises, teaching His Word, and saving 
of souls. The site for the "meetinghouse" was given by 
William Ramsey in 1835. Land for the old cemetery was 
given by William Wrenn, but the date remains unknown. 

The ministers who took part in the organization 
were Rev. James King and Rev. Matthew D. Freeman. 
Charter members were 36 in number; 14 males: Abednego 
Gentry, Simon Gentry, Jesse Chambers, Gabriel Bailey, 
William Ramsey, William Buchanan, James Buchanan, funiel 
Briggs, Thomas Nelson, Barton Link, John Buchanan, William 
Gentry, Allen Gentry, John Austin and 22 females: Fanny 
Gentry, Lilly Bailey, Martha Gentry, Elizabeth Chambers, 
Hecksey Gentry, Mary Buchanan, Harriet Briggs, Rebeccah 
Briggs, Mary Nelson, Wilmoth Link, Rebeccah Owens, Mary 
Owens, Sarah Buchanan, Mary Springfield, Nancy Link, 
Clemantine L. Buchanan, Harriet H. Gentry, Sarah Chrerby, 
Matilda Garrot, Margaret Austin, Mary Overby, and 
Nancy Austin. The Church chose as deacons Jesse Chambers, 
Simon Gentry, Abednego Gentry, Gabriel Bailey, and Allen 
Gentry, clerk. On Saturday, July 22, ·1s35 the church met 
at Mill Creek and the four deacons were ordained. 

Period I_- Rev. James King_l§J.2 - 1§1.6 

The first preacher to attend this church as pastor 
was Rev. James King, one of the ministers who was present 
during the organization. Tne time of meeting was on 
Friday before the second Sunday, which was changed to 
Saturday before the fourth Sunday at the end of four months. 
The church began its growth, for in August 1835, 16 new 
members were added, some by letter, others by baptism. 
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E~:d:.£d II - Rev. Thomas Kin& __ 1812.-18}9 
During a special meeting on Saturday, April 2, 18J 6 Mill Creek received by letter the second pastor, Rev. Thomas King. Later, the church met according to appointment on Saturday, June 25, and Pastor King delivered the sermon after which the members considered themselves in conference. In July 18J6, the church applied to Beulah Association for admission; Rev. Thomas King, Gabriel Bailey, and William Ramsey were sent as messengers. It was reported in AuguS t that they were received. The church remained in this association until 1870 when it withdrew and entered the Flat River Association. 
In the early life of Mill Creek the membership not 6 only included white but also colored. During the July 18J meeting, the first colored members were received; they continued to be members until M3.y 1877, when Jordan Ramsey, the last to leave, was granted a letter. It is said by som~ of the older members that a part of the church was set apar to provide separate seating for the black people. With former clerk Allen Gentry having lost his mem-bership, Simon Gentry performed this service for the church from May 1838 until November 1845. In September 1839, a committee was appointed to investigate the possibility of an addition to the church building; however, it is not cer-tain that this addition was made at that time. Nevertheless, two years later they did decide to enlarge the church building. Du.ring the church conference in August 1841, William Ramsey, William Buchanan, Gabriel Bailey, Simon Gentry, and William Street were appointed to serve as a committee to make plans for an addition to the meetinghouse. They met the next s~turday and agreed to have a 24' addition advertised to be let to the lowest bidder. Even thoug~ the amount was small, the church began tc make contributions to the Bible S~ciety and Foreign Missions in 1839. 

Period III - R~y. -~~hen Plea~_1840~1~~ 
In January 1840, Mill Creek, meeting in conference without a moderator, proceeded to call a preacher. Having four nominees for consideration, the church unanimously chose Stephen Pleasant as their pastor. Following this important business, it was ordered that the constitution be amended in regard to choosing a minister. Accordingly, it was recommend~d that when a person accepted the call, he would be considered the pastor until he or the church became dissatisfied. Mr. Pleasant served the church until he death at the_age of 73. He is called the Father of Beulah Association. 
The pa~tor's s a lary durin g Rev. Stephen Pleas a nt's pastorate varied between $1 2 a nd $ 35 per ye a r. 
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In June 1840, William Ramsey and William Buchanan 
were elected deacons, and in September of the same year 
they were ordained by Rev. Stephen Pleasant and the first 
pastor, Rev. James King. 

The church contributed $4 to the association. 
It was decided at this time that letters could be granted 
to members without a conference. It was determined that 
the decision to give a letter to any member of the church 
could be made by the clerk, deacons, or members of the 
church. In December 1845, John w. Hunt became clerk and 
served until June 1868. 

Tne first record of a revival meeting at Mill Creek 
was in 1847. During the church conference on the 4th 
Saturday in August, the members in attendance sensed the 
great need to continue the meeting throughout the next 
week. This they did, and on Wednesday of that week J 
people came, related their experiences, and upon examin-
ation, they were accepted into the church and officially 
received by baptism the following Saturday. In confor-
mance with a previous agreement, an individual examination 
took place with all male members during the September 
conference meeting. This was done in order to determine 
whether or not they were in good fellowship with each 
other and with the church. There were no grievances 
reported. It is of interest to note that the church in 
its early history held prayer meetings on the Sabbath 
instead of Wednesday night. 

Only 2 letters of recommendation for entrances 
to college for the study of the ministry have been written 
during the first century of the church history, Robert Jones 
in 1849 and Walter Gentry in 19J4. The church has also 
sent out one Gospel singer, Howard Young in 1927. He has 
since become a minister of the Gospel. 

Soon after its beginning, the members adopted a set 
of principles or regulations called "Rules of Order and 
Decorum for the Government of the Baptist Church at Mill 
creek". These rules, 15 in number, were strictly enforced, 
even those pertaining to attendance at church meetings. 
The male members in particular were required to attend any 
church meeting. If any male member failed to attehd a 
church meeting, he was expected to render a satisfactory 
answer for his absence at the next meeting. An example 
demonstrating the execution of this rule is given. When 
a member was absent from a meeting, an appointed committee 
would see him and cite him to be present at the next meeting. 
If he failed to attend that session, the committee would 
contact him again and learn the reason for his not coming. 
When the second admonishment was ignored, and he failed to 
return to church, he was excluded from the fellowship of 
the church. 

The church was very strict in the transaction of 
other business as well, and it seems that it was to the 
church that many brought their troubles to be settled, 
even petty misunderstandings. For instance, John Buchanan 
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said that Gabriel Bailey accused him of taking advantage 
of him in the price of potato seed. Buchanan had said he 
would take the neighborhood price and charged 62½~, yet 
Gabriel Bailey said 50~ was the neighborhood price. The 
church decided 62½~ was the price, and Gabriel Bailey was 
required to acknowledge he was wrong. Anything the church 
decided, each member accepted; and if he failed to become 
reconciled, he lost membership. 

Two situations occurred in 1850 and 1851 which partly 
resulted in the organization of Providence Church. Simon 
Gentry had had trouble with several of the members. One 
instance concerned his father's estate and in the other 
case, he was accused of charging more rent than the amount 
to which he had previously agreed. Both of these matters 
were brought before the church conference, and it was 
decided to appoint a committee to investigate. While the 
moderator was naming the committee, Simon Gentry arose and 
said that he did not wish to remain a member of Mill Creek 
since there were several members with whom he could never 
fellowship; whereupon, he was excluded from the church. 

John Buchanan had failed to attend church as he 
should; and when he was asked to give his reason, he stated 
that he had no intention to attend. When asked why, he 
replied that the church had failed to do its duty toward 
him by not sending a committee to see him; whereupon, he 
was informed that he was wrong. He also said that the 
church had acted unjustly in excluding a certain member, 
Simon Gentry, since the charge brought against him was 
false and by excommunicating him, they had left the wrong 
impression. In response to that statement, Buchanan was 
told that the member to which he referred was not excluded 
because of the report which had been circulated. Since 
Simon Gentry had declared himself in non-fellowship and 
refused to have charges investigated, the church could 
not do anything but exclude him. John Buchanan also 
accused the clerk, J. w. Hunt, of making false reports. 
This caused unpleasant feelings in the church; the moderator 
reasoned with him but to no avail. Therefore, he was no 
longer regarded as a member. He and Simon Gentry were two 
of the charter members of Providence Church, Person County. 
Thomas Buchanan and John w. Hunt were elected deacons in 
July 1852. 

Upon the death of Rev. Stephen Pleasant in November 
1852, Mill Creek with Bethel Hill and Clement Churches 
placed a tombstone as a tribute of respect to their beloved 
pastor. 

Total given to all kinds of missions during Rev. 
Stephen Pleasant's stay was $84.oo, Bible Society, $J.25. 

Being left without a pastor, the church asked Rev. 
James King, the first pastor, to supply until a call could 
be made. He had the care of the church from April until 
December 1853. That same year, when delegates were sent 
to the association, they were instructed to suggest a 
division of Beulah Association. This led to Mill Creek's 
withdrawal in 1870 and entrance into Flat River Association. 



Period IV - Rev. John E. Montague 1854-1886 

When Rev. John Montague accepted the call as 
pastor of Mill Creek, the church decided to pay him 
$100 a year, and in 1868, the proportionment plan was 
started. 

The first Sabbath School at Mill Creek was begun 
in April 1854; however, the superintendent is not known. 
The church continued to have Sunday School each summer 
but was not able to have it during the winter months. 
The pupils did not have quarterlies as we do today; the 
Bible and Catechism were the textbooks. The same year, 
Gabriel Bailey Jr. was appointed custodian of the 
church; he was paid $3 annually for his services. 

The Beulah Association met at Mill Creek for the 
first time in 1856, and the church decided in 1858 to 
represent itself in the Baptist State Convention. 

After the death of one deacon and another having 
lost membership, Josephus Younger and Robert C. Bailey 
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were elected deacons in 1857. In July 1868, T. J. Montague 
became clerk and served until November 1879. J. J. Lansdell 
served as Sunday School Director in 1872-J. In September 
1872, the church decided to have communion twice a year, 
May and September. 

The year 1874 was another milestone in the history 
of Mill Creek. It was that year the church agreed to 
build a new house of worship. James Blackwell, Froth G. 
Montague, Tinsley W. Buchanan, Stephen Clayton, and Tom 
H. Street were appointed to serve as Building Committee. 
These men immediately began work, and the second church 
building was completed the latter part of 1875. Gabriel 
Bailey Jr. and J. L. Blackwell acted as trustees. Jack 
Buchanan was authorized to do the building, with Tinsley 
w. Buchanan and John Whitt helping. 

In 1877 after the death of John w. Hunt, Tom H. 
Street was elected deacon in his stead. In 1879, Tom H. 
Street was made clerk; however he did not serve very long 
in that capacity. In April 1880, after accepting his 
resignation, the church elected G. B. Montague clerk. 

Flat River Association met at Mill Creek for the 
first time in 1877. 

Desiring to use its influence against strong 
drink, the church has twice in its history petitioned 
the legislature to prohibit sale of intoxicating liquor, 
once in 1880 and again in 1935. 

Thomas Buchanan having been granted a letter, 
James Buchanan was made a deacon to serve in his stead. 
In 188J, John L. Gentry was elected clerk and served 
until 1901. The clerk having acted as treasurer as well 
as clerk prior to this time, the church elected Tinsley 
W. Buchanan as its first treasurer. 

Adding to the number of deacons in 1886, the church 
elected B. F. Gentry, Richard C. Pugh and John w. Clayton. 

Total contribution to missions during this period 
was $206.oo. Total membership was 140. 



b 

~~riQ,9:._V - _Rev. J. H. Lambeth 1882=_182_0 

In J ·anuary 1887, W. J. Buchanan was appointed trustee 
to take the place of Josephus Younger. Stephen Clayton 
served as treasurer from 1887-1895. The constitution was 
ammended in 1889, pastor to be called each year. 

Period VI_- Rev. George T. Watkins 1821-12.Q.~ 

It was necessary to change the time of meeting from 
the 2nd to the 4th Saturday during the pastor's first year 
as pastor. The Flat River Association met at Mill Creek 
in 1891 and the Woman's Missionary Society was organized 
the same year. Mrs. Bettie Street was the first president. 

The pastor's salary in 1893 was $200, and in 1908 
it had increased to $250. Richard H. Bailey and James S. 
Walker were ordained deacons in 1893, and John W. Clayton 
was released. The time of meeting was changed from the 
4th to 1st Saturday in 1896, and Christmas morning of that 
year, the first sunrise service was held. 

Realizing the need for expansion, an addition to the 
church building was made in 1898. J. P. Buchanan was in 
charge of the work, and Richard H. Bailey was treasurer of 
the building fund. The annex was made at the rear of the 
structure which was built in 1874 and 1875. Consequently, 
the sanctuary had the shape of the letter T. 

George W. Walker was elected clerk in 1901 and served 
until 1912. Mill Creek assumed the care or guardianship of 
Mitchell Chapel Church in 1902; however, the mission is no 
longer in existence. Three of the members of the church 
acted as trustees: Stephen Clayton, Richard H. Bailey, and 
John Walker. 

In 1903, the church paid tribute of respect with 
resolutions to five deceased deacons: B. F. Gentry, J. H. 
Gentry, Larkin Gentry, Josephus Younger, and Richard C. Pugh. 
In 1904, Z. T. Gentry became treasurer in the place of 
Richard H. Bailey. 

From its beginning and throughout the entire 70 years 
of its history, Mill Creek has been a consecrated, progressive 
body of Christians. During the pastorate of Rev. George 
Watkins, the church grew in membership,prospered materially 
and continued to extend its Christian influence in the 
community. In 1905 an organ and pulpit furniture were bought, 
and the Mission Chapel was built. Tom M. Bumpass, George 
W. Walker, Tom H. Street, John w. Clayton, J. Larkin Gentry, 
and Melvin T. Clayton were elected trustees in 1906, and 
in 1907 John W. Clayton as treasurer. In 1916, Mill Creek 
elected to leave Flat River and in 1917, joined Beulah 
Association. It has maintained membership in that association 
until now. 

Amount given to all kinds of missions, state, home, 
and foreign, during Rev. George Watkins' pastorate was $814. 
Total membership was 284. 



The records of Mill Creek Church from 1908-1921 were 
lost. For that reason, Periods VII-X are incomplete 
and in some instances, very brief. 
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Period VII-=--Rev.!.~-1:.:_-~land 1908-121:.Q. 

Coming to Mill Creek in 1908, Rev. C. P. Ryland 
was the first minister to serve the church after its 
re-entrance into Beulah Association. Mill Creek shared 
Pastor Ryland's services with Ephesus Church for three 
years. 

During a conference meeting in the first months 
of 1908, the members of the church decided to have 
communion services quarterly: March, June, September, 
and December. 

The Associational Minutes state that Mr. Ryland 
was not able to attend the meeting in 1908; however, he 
sent greetings and expressed regrets for his absence. 
In this letter, he also mentioned his desire to do any 
assigned work. While he remained in the association, 
Rev. C. P. Ryland was on several committees, including 
Chairman of Ministerial Relief and Committee for Woman's 
Work. In the Associational Meeting at Kerr Chapel 
Church in 1910, he was appointed delegate to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Total given to missions during Rev. C. P. Ryland's 
pastorate was $1,301.54. Total membership was 268. 

Period VIII - Rev. J. H. Bass 1910-1~14 

The time of meetings was changed from the 1st 
to the 4th Saturday. In 1913 the bell was bought. 

Rev. J. H. Bass lived in Virginia and would 
travel by train to Roxboro ' to preach on Saturday at 
Mill Creek. He would then stay over at a member's 
home and go back to Virginia on Sunday. 

R. K. Young served as Sunday School Director 
in 1914. Total given to missions during this period 
was $1,680.85. Total membership was 302. 

~i2d IX_~ Rev. D. F. Putnam 1~15-1916 

Mill Creek joined Ephesus, Roxboro, and Rock 
Grove while Rev. D. F. Putnam served as pastor. He had 
been minister at Ephesus, Roxboro, and Semora for several 
years prior to coming to Mill Creek in January 1915. 

At the close of the revival meeting held by the 
pastor in his first year, more th a n JO came into the 
church by baptism. Total membership at the end of his 
pastorate was 330. 

Rev. D. F. Putnam had the distinction of being a 
very forceful minister of the Gospel, and it was an 



advantage for Beulah Association to have had him as one 
of its preachers. He was the moderator in the associational 
meeting at Yanceyville in 1915, and that same year, he was 
a member of the Executive Board and Cnairman of the Christi a n 
Education Committee. He had previously been Chairman of 
State Missions and had served on Biblical Recorder and For eign 
Missions Committees and the Committee for Church Buildin g 
at Wake Forest. He attended the night session of the Woman's 
Missionary Union's Associational Meeting in July 1915 and 
gave the devotion. Pastor Putnam probably left the 
Association two years later; the 1917 minutes expressed 
regrets for his departure. 

When Rev. Charles T. Plyborn came as minister to 
Mill Creek in 1917, he was also pastor of Antioch, Providence 
(Person County) and Rock Grove Churches. The next ye ar 
North Roxboro was added to his pastorship; and in 1920, 
he served Antioch, Bethel Hill, Mill Creek, North Roxbor o , 
and Providence (P). Worship services were held the 1st 
Sunday in each month; nevertheless, in 1918, the church 
began having services twice a mqnth, on the 1st and Jrd 
Sunday. 

George w. Walker served as church clerk in 1917 and 
J. Larkin Gentry in 1918 and 1920. The pastor's salary 
was $JOO a year; however, it was increased to $600 in 1918 
and remained the same until the end of 1920. The chur ch 
property at that time had an estimated value of $2,000. 

At the close of the revival meeting in 1917, the 
pastor baptized approximately 45. During the first 85 
years of its history the total membership of the church 
had increased to 28J, 1J2 males and 151 females. 

The church held Sunday School 12 months of the year. 
In 1917, the school's membership was 80. Thomas H. Street 
was superintendent and C. Albert Wrenn, secretary. 
Mr. Street was also superintendent in 1918 as well as in 
1920 with Ernest Young secretary in 1918 and S. M. Young 
in 1920. Sunday School membership showed a steady increase 
each year, 94 in 1918 and 108 in 1920. Two deacons being 
deceased, Robert Wade and Ernest Young were elected in 1920 
to complete the seven member board. 

Increasing its services educationally as well as 
spiritually beyond the regular preaching and church school 
activities, Mill Creek fostered the Woman's Missionary 
Society and the Sunbeams. These auxiliaries trained the 
children, as well as the women, to be interested and 
influenti a l in missions, which is the foundation of our 
Baptist faith. Miss Evie Street was president of the W.M.S. 
at that time; the membership each year averaged 88. Under 
the dedicated leadership of Mrs. Melvin T. Clayton, the 
Sunbeams' average membership annually was JJ. These two 
groups supported the cause of missions financially and a l so 
with their prayers. During a particular three-year per i od , 
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contributions to state, home, foreign missions, and other 
objects totaled $51J.47. Gifts to the Seventy-five 
Million Dollar Campaign in 1920 were $18J.85. In addition 
to their gratitude for her services as Woman's Missionary 
Society president, Mill Creek will always highly regard 
Miss Evie Street's benevolence, the gift of a piano to 
the church in 1920. 

Desiring to provide further training in church 
leadership and Bible Study, the Baptist Young People's 
Union was organized at approximately the same time 
Mr. Plyborn came to the church. It continued to grow 
under his sponsorship and soon included the older people 
as well as the youth. In 1920 Mill Creek held young 
people's meetings each Sunday evening with good attendance. 
Robert Wade was president, and this group of 25 people 
was quite active during the succeeding years in training 
young folk as well as others for Christian service. 

The Beulah Associational minutes record contributions 
from Mill Creek during 1917, 1918, and 1920 to State, Home, 
and Foreign Missions, the Orphanage, Christian F..ducation, 
Ministerial Relief, and other objects in excess of $1,000. 
In 1920 the church was very effective in the Seventy-five 
Million Dollar Campaign, giving $485. The purpose of this 
particular plan was to support the Relief Annuity Board 
for the benefit of needy Baptist preachers in the South. 
Out of the Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign, the 
Relief Board was to receive $2,500,00. 

While Rev. Plyborn was minister at Mill Creek, 
the church grew spiritually and materially, spreading its 
Christian influence in the community, the state, and the 
world. In addition to his task as pastor of the church, 
he was active in the Beulah Association, serving as 
Chairman of Home Missions, Christian Education and Union 
meetings. He was moderator of the Association in 1918 and 
was appointed to attend the Southern Baptist Convention 
as a delegate. 

Because of his dedication, faithfulness, and great 
influence in the church and community, Tom H. Street is 
due recognition at this time. He was clerk, on the 
building committee, deacon, Sunday School superintendent 
1878-1913, 1915-1916, trustee, delegate to the Beulah 
Association several years, and he served on the Executive 
Board and other committees of the association. In 1918, 
he attend~d the Baptist State Convention as delegate. 

Period XI - Rev. Nehemiah J. Todd 1922-12.J.2. 

Following the pastor's resignation, Mill Creek had 
the immedi ate responsibility of finding the suitable man 
to continue the services so ab ly rendered by Mr. Plyborn. 
A pulpit committee was promptly appointed. They proceeded 
to try to find that particular person whom God would have 
them call as minister of the church. After much prayerful 
consideration and a great deal of searching, in the early 
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part of 1922, they were led to that individual, a student 
at Wake Forest College. At that time, Rev. N. J. Todd, 
a native of Bertie County, North Carolina, was invited to 
preach at Mill Creek in January. Consequently, the church 
decided he was the man they needed; he was called in 
Februe .ry, and he accepted. At that time Mr. Todd was 
completing his education for the ministry and simultaneously 
serving as pastor of two churches in Wake County, Monaduke 
and Mays Chapel. After graduation from Wake Forest 1n May, 
Mr. Todd with his family, Mrs. Todd, Carrie, Frances, and 
Bessie Laurie, moved into the Bethel Hill Community. Two 
years later they built a home and changed their residence 
to the Allensville Community. 

When the new preacher came into the community, he 
had five churches under his care: Bethel Hill, Mill Creek, 
North Roxboro, Providence, and Antioch. However, in 1926 
Mill Creek and Bethel Hill elected to go half-time with 
Mr. Todd as pastor. He very capably served the two churches 
until his untimely death July 19, 1939, at 51 years of age. 
During his pastorate at Mill Creek, Rev. fodd served his 
churches with dignity and love. He was an excellent teacher, 
a very strong and effective minister of the Gospel, end he 
supported anything that was for the good of the people. 
Mill Creek experienced noticeable growth spiritually, 
materially, and in membership as well as in number of 
auxiliaries functioning in the church community. It can 
be said that he was fervent in advocating any organiza .tion 
that endeavored to spread Christian service everywhere. 

Mill Creek was the host church for the Beulah 
Associational meeting July 1923. 

Besides his duties as pastor, he was interested and 
helpful in Associational work. He was on the Executive 
Board several times, attended State Convention in 1938, 
and was a delegate to the Southern Baptist Convention in 
1938. He once addressed the associational group on the 
workings of the B.Y.P.U. and its importance. 

In 1925 two deaconesses and three deacons were elected: 
Mrs. A. J. Strum, Mrs. M. T. Clayton, Earl Gentry, Dewey 
Young, And Norman Street. Ollie Averette, Dewey Dickerson, 
and Willie D. Gentry were elected in 1929. Robert Wade 
was Chairman of the Deacon Board in 1935, serving with 
W. H. Gentry, Willie D. Gentry, Earl Gentry, Dewey Dickerson, 
Ollie Averette, John L. Gentry (Senior Deacon), and Mrs. A. J. 
Strum and Mrs. Melvin Clayton, Deaconesses. 

The following have served as clerk during Mr. Todd's 
pastorate: J. Larkin Gentry, 1922-1928; Huel Gentry, 1929-
1932; and Berley Gentry, 19J3-1939. There have been eight 
treasurers: W. H. Gentry, 1922; c. Albert Wrenn, 1923; 
Dewey Young, 1924; Robert Wade, 1925; Earl Gentry, 1926-
1928; Ernest Young, 1929-19JO; Hubert B. Gentry, 1931-1934; 
George Clayton, 1935-19)6; Hubert B. Gentry, 1937-1938; and 
Lambeth G. Gentry, 1939. 

Realizing the need for Sunday School rooms, the church 
mBde Another addition to the buildin~ in 1934. w. H. Gentry 
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Haywood Bailey, and George Clayton were elected trustees, 
and Eugene Gentry was given the contract to do the work. 
Seven Sunday School rooms were built. 

The membership of Mill Creek Church after 100 
years of service to the Lord Jesus Christ totaled 259. 
Walter Gentry was ordained into the Gospel Ministry 
by Mill Creek Baptist Church in July 1937. 

In July 19J8, the church authorized the organi-
zatiob of the B.Y.P.U. Robert Wade offered his resig-
nation as Chairman of the Board of Deacons, and Hubert 
Gentry was elected to take his place. 

In July 1938 new pews were placed in the sanctuary 
and lights were installed for the first time. 

On February 4, 1939 a heating plant was put in the 
church. In order to pay for same, by vote of the church, 
a sufficient amount of money was to be borrowed. It was 
also voted that the church have a Harvest Day in the fall; 
a crop of tobacco be planted and harvested for this 
purpose. 

In February 1939, a New Budget System for Mill 
Creek was proposed and adopted by rising vote of the church 
to be effective in March of same year. 

On July 17, 1939 Rev. N. J. Todd passed away. 
After 17½ years of devoted service, the Lord took him home. 
He shall be remembered for his faithfulness to the Lord 
and His Church, for his service to his community in which 
he labored, and to the people into whose hearts he had 
endeared himself. He was a friend to man, ready to . help 
in any way he could and to do it in such manner so that 
it was done in the name of the Lord. As one member has 
stated, "the world suffers the need of men like Brother 
Todd today." 

A joint pulpit committee from the two churches, 
Mill Creek and Bethel Hill, was appointed: W.R. Wade 
and Berley Gentry of Mill Creek, G. G. Woody and William 
Wilborn of Bethel Hill. 

Period XII - Rev. James Frank Funderburke 1939-1954 
After much prayer and investigation in the quest 

for a minister of the gospel, Rev. James Funderburke 
was called from a pastorate in Richland, Georgia. He 
accepted the call. On Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
Day, November 1939, he and his family, Mrs. Funderburke 
and son Jean Francls, moved into the church community. 

Mill Creek and Bethel Hill Churches rented a house 
from Berley B. Gentry to be used as a pastorium for 
several years. This established a home in the community, 
one that was fervent 1n prayer, "that God would open unto 
us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ for 
which I am also a bond." (Col. 4:J) He preached his first 
sermon as pastor on the first Sunday, December 1939. 
Thus, he began to steer the church through an era of 
transition. 
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Mill Creek and Bethel Hill Churches shared the services 
of the pastor, preaching at Mill Creek first and third Sundays 
at 11100 A.M. Second and fourth Sunday evenings Baptist 
Young People's Union was held followed by preaching. 

By the necessary change of time, various projects 
were undertaken. Electricity was installed and used for 
the first time, second Sunday evening in November 1941. 
Prior to this an electric light plant was used, generating 
electricity. Sunday School rooms had been added to the 
original church building prior to this period of time. 
The debt was cleared. 

During World War II, 1941-1945, a number of boys 
were called to fulfill their patriotic duty for their 
country. Walter Morris, Royal Todd, Elwood Shotwell, and 
Lewell Huff gave their lives in the line of duty. Lewell 
Huff was the first soldier from Person County to be killed 
in the war. Believing that all things ere possible with 
God, the requisite for appealing to a Higher Power was at 
hand. The church body assembled weekly, purposely to 
commune and intercede with God through prayer for the 
boys in the various branches of the armed forces. With 
the existing state of the world and the critical issues 
of the day, confidence was placed in the authority of God 
to guide and protect these boys, and God revealed His 
omnipotent power. All the other lives of soldiers from 
Mill Creek Church were spared. Several were wounded. 
A memorial service was held for Elwood Shotwell and Lewell 
Huff at Mill Creek Church. Soldiers from Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina participated. 

During the 1940's a general progress was being made 
materially and spiritually. A new baby grand piano, new 
pews and e pastorium, a six-room brick structure, were 
purchased. The pastorium was bought from Dr. William Harold 
Gentry for $5,000. Bethel Hill and Mill Creek shared half 
ownership. Membership and attendance increased. The 
contributions were estimated to be nearly doubling over a 
medium period of time. 

Everything has a season and a time to every purpose 
under Heaven. On December 2, 1945 while the Baptist Young 
People's Union was in its weekly session, tragedy struck. 
Th~ church caught fire and burned. Pews, piano, and pulpit 
furniture were saved. The building completely burned. 

The concerned neighboring churches shared their church 
buildings with the Mill Creek congregation. Mill Creek worshi 
hour was held on Sunday afternoons. After following this plan 
for some time, the church acquired the use of the Allensv1lle 
School auditorium and worshiped there until another church 
was completed. Choir practice, prayer services, and the 
various organizations met 1n the homes. The Mill Creek 
people were grateful to the churches and to everyone for 
their generous contributions to the building fund. 

A tremendous task ahead called for genuine faith in 
God. With much planning, prayer, and work, a blueprint was 
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made for a new church. Mr. Eugene Gentry was contractor. 
Most of the labor was done by the church members. The 
men did the carpentry, the women served lunch at noon. 
working together for one cause brought the church closer 
together spiritually. During the years 1945-1947 a new 
church on a different sire was completed and dedicated. 
The building's estimated value was $50,000. 

Material things have significance in the life of 
a church. In 1951, William Thomas Buchanan willed half 
interest in a tract of land to be realized at the death 
of certain heirs. Rock Grove Baptist Church is contigent 
to the other half interest. 

In 1953 Mr. and Mrs. John Bailey of Burlington, 
North Carolina, former members, presented a Wurlitzer 
organ to the church in memory of their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Balley and Rev. and Mrs. Charles T. Plyborn. 
This musical instrument and these Christian donors will 
influence and be remembered through the life of Mill 
Creek Church. 

Mill Creek bought Bethel Hill's half interest in 
the pastorium March 1954 for $),500. Looking for 
convenience and improvement in facilities, restrooms 
and a pump and water system were added to the church 
building, using a spring across the highway as a source 
of water. 

May 16, 1954 following his Sunday sermon, Rev. 
James Funderburke resigned his pastorate at Mill Creek 
Church to become effective August 1, 1954. He had 
pastored the church faithfully, fifteen years. The 
church regretfully accepted his resignation. 

Mr. Funderburke wielded a strong spiritual 
influence among a host of friends and his church mem-
bership. He was active in the Person County Ministerial 
Association, Beulah Association, State and Southern 
Baptist Conventions and various community activities. 
He was e. dedicated, sympathetic, humble and sincere 
preacher of the truth, living what he preached. The 
format of the entire church program was lifted to a. 
higher educational value under his leadership. He tried 
to use every possible opportunity to witness boldly for 
Christ. 

Mrs. Funderburk geve her services wholeheartedly 
to every phase of the church programs. She rendered 
faithful service especially to the choir. She organized 
the Gentry Quarteti Huel Gentry, Kendall Gentry, Sr., 
James Larkin Gentry, and F..arl Gentry. The group did 
gospel singing for the church and other areas. Church 
anthems were sung for the first time. She was a devoted 
teachei in church and the public schools. 

Good wishes of many devoted friends follow this 
devoted minister of the gospel, his good wife, and son 
Jean Francis. Their Christian influence and good deeds 
continue to live in the hearts of friends and the Mill 
Creek Community. 
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Period XIII - Rev. r:arl Pitts 1954-1955 
The Funderburke's had been at Mill Creek for so long that their leaving caused a void that ls hard to 

describe. The transition was naturally not fast, nor an easy one. 
After Mr. Funderburke resigned in May 1954, the church was confronted with a task it was a little rusty on - that of appointing a pulpit committee. Those 

chosen were Wallace Tingen, Berley Gentry, Haywood 
Bailey, Mrs. N. J. Todd, and Mrs. Spurgeon Buchanan. All summer this committee worked on and prayed over 
their commission. On Sunday, August 24, 1954 the com-mittee gave a report to the church and recommended 
Rev. Earl Pitts, a South Ca.rolinisn, who was in his last year at Southeastern Seminary at Wake Forest to fill the pulpit. A unanimous vote marked his acceptance by the church. He was the first student pastor to serve Mill Creek. The pastorium was repainted in preparation for the beginning of his ministry, September 1954. While Mr. Pitts was at Mill Creek the parsonage debt was paid off in FebruBry. Other accomplishments were the purchase of a public address system and the initiation of a monthly Fa.mily Night, which was a joint supper, fellowship, and worship endeavor. The value of these two projects was felt to such an extent that they were continued over a long period of years. 

In May 1955, Mr. Pitts graduated from Southeastern Seminary. Studying and being a full-time pastor combined to make a heavy time-consuming schedule, but his wife, Gloria, rose to the occasion and did much to lighten his load. Therefore, she rightfully took her bow and was 
awarded her "good wife's" diploma at the same time he got his degree. Members of the church presented her with the very first orchids of her life! Mill Creek Church has never underestimated the importance of the role of its 
ministers' wives, and to show its appreciation for their contribution. 

This couple was especially interested in getting the young people to participate in church-related activities. An outstanding event of their ministry was a beautiful 
Christmas pageant. Under their watchcare the training union organization was revltalized. 

At the conclusion of a years' service in our midst, Rev. F..arl Pitts felt called to leave for another field of service. He left with mixed emotions, and he left a church with mixed emotions. With the passing of time, this thought has come to the surface: "Another time, another place, it might have been different." Also, Rn assurance comes to mind, supported by scripture, that God judges us by what we sincerely and fervently attempt for him, not by the 
sometimes warped and pitiful product we hand him. Mr. Pitts did not leave Mill Creek Church empty-handed, as five souls who were brought into the fold through him can Attest. 
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Period XIV - Rev. Benjamin E. Berry, Jr. 1955-1962 
The same pulpit committee that was acting when Mr. Pitts was called to Mill Creek Church investigated 

and interviewed Rev. Benjamin E. Berry, Jr. They 
presented him before the church in conference on December 11, 1955. Mr. Berry was pastoring Whitakers Baptist Church at that time and was in his last year at South-
eastern Seminary. He was a.ccepted by 100% of the church membership present. He came to us with his wife, Helen, and two sons, Ben and Bill, and preached his first sermon on the third Sunday in January. His ministry among us for 6½ years inspired spiritual growth, peace, and unity in the church. The church plant and total organization experienced growth and expansion in many areas. During this period 8J persons were added to the church family by baptism or by letter. 

In 1956, his first year, church bulletins were used at Mill Creek for the first time. Also that year, new pews were bought and installed. 
It was in 1957 that Oscar Wrenn, who had been the church caretaker foroo long, was relieved of heavy duties by the church's hiring a janitor to assist him. In 1960 Mr. Wrenn retired, and DRrnell Clayton assumed full 

janitorial duties. 
In 1957 the church was given an additional cemetery lot by Mrs. Frankie Short. This lot ajolns the orlginql one on the east. A cemetery committee was appointed: 

Robert Wade, Huel Gentry, Clara J. Chandler, Dewey 
Dickerson, and Lucy Sanford. ·rhe first formal regulations for cemetery use, care, etc. were formulated and presented to the church. They were accepted and are the ones in the church minutes, and are being used at present, that is, with minor changes. 'rhe cemetery was reorganized, graves 8ligned, gravel added, and, in general, beautified. In 1960 more improvements were made and plans made to mark off 
individual lots. 

1958 marked another first for Mill Creek. A Brother-hood was organized and the men became more missions conscious. Among those who joined our church family during Mr. Berry's pastorship was Toby Stone. Special mention ls made of him because he later gave his heart and life to the Ministry of the Gospel. It was at Mill Creek that he was licensed to preach and ordained on December 10, 1961, before he went to hls first church. For several years the 4th Sund a y worship offering was considered Toby Stone Fund and wRs turned over to him and his young family at South-eastern Seminary. Toby was materially and spiritually sup p orted by this church. This offering was diverted to 
re g ul a r ch a nnels when he was called to his first church. Toby is to be commended that he did come back again and a gain sincerely expressing his appreciation. we feel humbly proud th a t we helped to send him to fields that 
are white unto ha rvest. "If ye have done it unto the least of these ye ha ve done it unto me" are the words of the Ma ster. 
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1960 was a year in which a number of improvements 
were made in our physical plant. The nursery was expanded 
and new equipment bought. Cathedral lanterns replaced 
outmoded light fixtures in the sanctuary. These lanterns 
were financed by a love gift of $700 left to the church 
by the will of Miss Addie Mae Merritt. 

All the while, the deep faith and consecration of 
Mr. and Mrs. Berry were influencing, encouraging, inspiring, 
and permeating the church membership and community. They 
were born leaders and tireless workers. The choir felt 
the impact of this couple and Vacation Bible School took 
on a new dimension under their leadership. Woman's Mis-
sionary Union and Training Union work were a meaningful 
part of their program. In short, they had the common touch 
and they used it to God's glory. 

For some time before September 1961, the church 
had been contributing to a building fund with the hope 
of remodeling the church building. Again and again it 
was diverted to pressing minor needs. On this date it 
was decided to save more earnestly and more systematically, 
and to earmark the fund for this one specific purpose. 
Some of the building goals were: installation of a baptistry, 
a new choir loft, a single steeple, and enlargement of the 
sanctuary, with suitable decorative effects. On February 
7, 1972 an active building committee was appointed by the 
church: Wayne Buchanan, Chairman; Huel Gentry, Reuben 
Strum, Mrs. Spurgeon Buchanan, and Mrs. Haywood Bailey. 
This committee served until the church building was 
completely remodelled during the ministry of Rev. Morris 
Jackson; however, a decoration committee was later appointed 
to assist the original committee. With the advice and 
assistance of Mr. Berry, the committee met with a building 
consultant of the Baptist Convention, with architects 
and contractors. The plans and groundwork for the church, 
as it stands today, were all initiated in 1962 before 
Rev. Benjamin Berry left us for another field of work. 
It is regretted that he was not with us to see a cherished 
dream of his become a reality. 

May 30, 1959, after Mr. Berry had been Mill Creek's 
shepherd for 3½ years he resigned his leadership to accept 
a missionary call to the city of Chicago. He remained 
with us through the month of June and assisted us in appolntin, 
a new pulpit committee: Berley Gentry, Spurgeon Buchanan, 
Mrs. Huel Gentry, Mrs. Kendall Gentry, and F..arl Gentry. 
Our church, with the recommendation of the pulpit committee, 
and by secret ballot, recalled Mr. Berry to Mill Creek 
after he had served on the Chicago field for four months. 
He resumed his work with us November 1, 1959 and remained 
with us until May 1962. At this time he resigned to accept 
the pestorate of F..astside Baptist Church at Reidsville, 
North Carolin~. For 6½ years the Berry Family enriched 
the lives and uplifted the hearts Rnd souls of the Mill 
Creek people. 
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Period X:.J - Rev. Morris Jackson l262-1966 

Immediately following the resi~nation of Mr. Berry, 
a pulpit committee was appointedc Robert Wade, Wallace 
Tingen, Bernice Wrenn, Mrs. Frances Gentry, and Mrs. 
Christine Powell. Alternates were Mrs. Lelia Gentry and 
Dewey Dickerson. 

On June 17, 1962 a unanimous call was extended to 
Rev. Morris Lee Jackson, a native of Hueytown, Alabama. 
·rhe call was accepted e.nd the church began planning for 
his arrival. Both men and women busied themselves cleaning 
the pastorium. Needed repairs were made in the bathroom, 
storm windows were installed; the house treated for 
termites; and clotheslines were placed in the backyard. 
A covered-dish supper was held the fourth Sunday in July 
to give everyone en opportunity to get acquainted with 
the new pastor. 

Some of the leaders bees .me increasingly concerned 
for the welfare of the young people 1n the church, end 
while in conference September 15, 1962 requested the 
oestor to appoint a committee to fix up the basement for 
recreation. The committee began work immediately. The 
floor was painted end marked off for shuffleboard. Two 
ping-pong tables and other equipment were ourchesed. 
Curtains were made and a soft drink ma.chine was installed. 

The church was not only concerned about the welfare 
of its own but also other young people. The membershio 
voted to donate $10 a month to the county recreation 
department. 

It became evident during Mr. Berry's ministry 
that if the work at Mill Creek was to continue to grow, 
more room and better facilities would have to be provided. 
On September 2J, 1963 the motion was made and carried to 
employ an architect to draw up plans and specifications 
for an addition and remodeling of the church. In the 
meantime to help alleviate . crowded conditions, the church 
voted to repair the mission room to be used as a classroom 
for junior boys. 

In November of 1962, the membership showed its 
usual concern for the well-being of the pastor a.nd his 
family when it voted to extend the heat to the upper level 
of the pastorium. Also in November 1962 there was a 
weekend revival which began on Thanksgiving and ended on 
Sunday night. The plans for this event had been made and 
voted upon in August. 

On December 5, 1962 Wayne Buchanan, ChairmRn of 
the building committee, presented the plans and specifi-
cations for the building program. They were in oart as 
followsc "demolish the entrance oorch and side rooms and 
edd JJ'6" above the peak of the roof; inste11 · bulletin 
board in the vestibule with glass enclosures and 24" 
florescent light; place a stained-glass window, furnished 
by the church, above the baptistry; stained-glass windows 
in the steeple, furnished and installed by the contractor. 
The two stRined-glass windows on the front end the one 
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above the door are to be moved from their location in the existing structure and installed in the new addition." These plans were accepted, and it was agreed that three Of more contractors be permitted to present bids by January 1, 196J. However, as the time drew near the contractors adked for more time and a special session was called to extend the opening of bids until February. For several months the pastor, deacons, and teachers had felt the need of a closer contact with members of the church. On January 9, 1963 the church voted to begin a visitation program, visiting in as many homes as possible each Wednesday night following prayer service, except on conference night. In February the bids came in and the contract was awarded to Graham Duncan, Inc. of Roxboro. 'rhe trustees were requested to secure a loan for $20,000. The total cost of remodeling was $20,783, not including furnishings. Wayne Buchanan and Reubin Strum were appointed to supervise the building and to use $500 for expenses while serving in this capacity. Mrs. Berley Gentry, Dewey Dickerson, Mrs. Thomas Clark, and Mrs. Morris Jackson were appointed to purchase caroet, oews and other furnishings for the church; and also to plan the color scheme. Not wishing that anything from the church be wasted, the members voted to have the existing carpet installed in the pastorium. They also agreed to sell 25 or more chairs. 
Mill Creek has consistently encouraged and supported its ministers in continuing their education by attending refresher courses, workshops, etc. In May 1963, Mr. Jackson was granted permission t 'o attend an evangelistic conference to be held in Dallas, ·rexas 1 n July. In May, construction was well underway and services were held in the basement of the church. Huel Gentry, who was serving as music director at this time was asked to secure a musical instrument suitable to use during the remodeling. A portable organ was ubtBtnPrt from a local funeral director and was used for only a short time. The tone was too soft to be heard by those in the rear of the building. Another portable organ, which proved very effective, was supplied by Miss Geraldine Clayton. 

Not wanting to endanger the lives of anyone while the church was being renovated, Bible School was cancelled and the boys and girls were urged to attend school at other churches. 
It was graduation time and Toby Stone, who had gone out from Mill Creek as a minister of the gospel, graduated from Campbell College. The church presented him with a Bible as a token of their deep and abiding love for him. 
The members of Mill Creek wanted not only a beautiful church building but lovely surroundings as well. On July 1, 196J Alvin Dickerson, Huel Gentry, Haywood Bailey, and McDonald Sanford were appointed to look Rfter the grounds when the building was completed. Driveways were to be 



graveled, wa.lks poured, and shrubbery planted. 
In July Rev. Morris Jackson requested office 

space at the church, stating, "The quiet atmosphere 
would be more conducive to study and members would 
possibly feel freer to come and talk over problems." 
The request was granted and he was also to buy 
necessary furnishings. A desk, chair, and file 
cabinet were secured. Later a telephone was installed 
and an electric heater purchased. 

By October the building had been completed, the 
grounds had been made ready, and it was the desire of 
every member that 1t all be dedicated to the glory of 
God. It was felt particularly appropriate that the 
sermon of dedication by preached by Rev. B. E. Berry, 
for 1t was during his ministry that the idea was 
conceived. It is safe to say, no one followed the 
erection of the building with more constant interest, 
and no one in the membership was happier over its 
completion and use for service than he was. 

There, on October 13, 1963, stood Mill Creek 
more beautiful than ever in its history. As members 
and visitors entered the vestibule, they paused long 
enough to read the message of welcome on the bulletin 
board and to admire the beautiful new oak table 
beneath it. The large King James Bible was opened to 
Isaiah 56:7, "For my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all people." As they continued into the 
sanctuary, they felt the plushness of the red velvet 
carpet and were awed by the effect of the memorial 
windows; and above all by the lighted stained-glass 
window over the baptistry which so beautifully depicts 
Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane. The 48 
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pews with a seating capacity of 250 were filled. The 
members of the choir were vested in their new robes. 
Special music for the occasion was a duet rendered by 
Mrs. Clara Chandler and Mrs. Lemuel Powell. The entire 
service was most impressive. Lunch was served at noon, 
and Homecoming services began at 2:00 p.m. with Toby 
Stane bringing the message. Special music at this time 
was rendered by the Gentry male quartet and Rev. and Mrs. 
Jackson. 

With the completion of the building program, the 
church might have decided to take a breathing spell, but 
not so. It immediately approved a program of Growth in 
Christian Stewardship to be followed by a Spiritual 
Campaign, witnessing through the Sunday School to the 
lost of the community. 

The first baptismal service in the new facility 
was held November 10, 1963. It was a joint service with 
Rock Grove. Following this, it was decided the baptistry 
should be lowered to a more suitable view. 

On January 8, 1964 Wayne Buchanan, Building Fund 
Treasurer, reported a balance on hand of $601.33. The 
balance owed the bank was $20,817.07. In March $90 of 
the youth fund was turned over to the G.A., R.A., and 
Sunbeams to further the work of these organizations. 
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June J, 1964, the church voted to hold Sunday School 
at 9:00 A.M. and worship services at 10:00 A.M. due to 
extreme heat. This was to be tried for three Sundays end 
brought back to the church for continued approval or 
disapproval. On June 27, it was decided to continue this 
plan through August. 

In October 1964, Mill Creek had a new experience. 
An evangelistic team came and for six nights brought 
messages in word and song. They were heard by great con-
gregations and their presence and messages will long be 
remembered by those who were privileged to hear them. 

Music has always been an integral part of services 
at Mill Creek. Mrs. Frank Kimbrough, a trained musician, 
was employed in March 1964 to help with FEster music. 
In November and December 1964, it was voted to repair old 
hymn books and purchase 50 new ones. We would be neglecting 
one of the distinguishing features of this neriod if we 
omitted to mention the musical talent displayed at Sunday 
night services. Everyone had opportunity to sing; a solo, 
duet, quartet or group, or to play a musical instrument. 
The church was fortunate to have a. pastor with musical 
talent. He and his wife and two sons thrilled the hearts 
of Mill Creek people on many occasions. 

The church was constantly working toward paying off 
the indebtedness incurred during the building program. 
The first Sunday in November was set aside as building fund 
Sunday and the goal was $2,500. 

Recording Secretary Reubin Strum passed away May 4, 
1965. On May 11, Mrs. Sam Shotwell was appointed to serve 
for the remainder of the year. 

On June 2, the church approved a request for the 
pastor to attend the Baptist World Alliance in Miami Beach, 
Florida, June 25-JO. This was in preference to the Southern 
Baptist Convention which was meeting in Dallas, Texas June 
1-4. 

In August 1965 ornamental railings were installed 
around the porch. These were for protection as well as 
appearance. In September the roof on the pastorium was 
replaced. Cabinets were built in the nursery, beginner, 
and primary departments in October. It had become increas-
ingly difficult for the leaders of these departments to 
keep uo with materials and to instill in the youngsters a 
desire for neatness. 

F..ach year during this period the church sent delegates 
to the Beulah Associational meetings. Mill Creek was host 
to an associational stewardship meeting in 1962 end also to 
a Brotherhood workshop. 

Statistics cannot tell the whole story, but they do 
give so~e conception of the work durin~ this period. Church 
membership was 245, JO members were by baotism and 8 were 
by letter; number of classes wRs 15, Sunday School enrollment 
was 226; training union was 60; WMU was 50, Bible School 
was 100, financial receipts averaged $11,413. 
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On the fourth Sunday in May a special conference 
was called. Rev. Jackson resigned to join en evangelistic 
group. However, this plan did not materialize. He 
continued his service at Mill Creek until July, at which 
time he left to assume his duties as pastor of Mission 
Ridge Baptist Church in Rossville, Georgia. 

Period XVI - Rev. Vincent Williams 1966-1968 

Following the resignation of Mr. Jackson, it was 
realized that the next necessity was to find without 
delay a successor. Huel Gentry, Mrs. Hugh Barnette, 
Mrs. Baxter Buchanan, Bernice Wrenn, and alternates 
Steve Moore and Mrs. Wayne Buchanan were appointed to 
consider names of men who might possibly be called. 
After three months of searching, they became convinced 
that Rev. Vincent Williams, a native of Chesterfield 
County, Virginia, was the man needed at Mill Creek. 
He assumed his duties September 1966. 

Homecoming was held Sunday, October )0th and 
revival services began that night with the pastor 
bringing the messages. 

The finance committee, alert to tl'e continued 
rise of the economy, wanted to keep the pastor adequately 
compensated. On December 7, 1966 a $15 a week increase 
in salary was granted. Later in this period a $5 a month 
increase was granted to the custodian, Darnell Clayton. 

Always mindful of conditions of the pastorium, 
the church agreed it was time for more repairs and 
improvements. The celling in the kitchen was painted, 
also walls and ceiling in the den and downstairs 
bedroom; and the floor in the bathroom was repaired. 

Flowers have added much to the services at 
Mill Creek. Mrs. Berley Gentry has served as chairman 
of the flower committee for a number of ·years and has 
been faithful to place beautiful arrangements in the 
sanctuary at Christmas, F~ster, Homecoming, and other 
special occasions. For a number of years, flowers have 
been given as memorials. 

Mrs. Gentry felt that there might be some dissat-
isfaction with the arrangement of sending flowers to 
funerals and on September 13, 1967 asked for some guide-
lines. "The motion was made and passed that the committee 
send flowers to the funeral of any member of the church, 
his or her mother or father, and to use her discretion 
if she thought she should go further." 

The church has been grateful for a bequest of $250 
from the George Walker estate in November 1967 and 
requested the church clerk to write the executor a letter 
of appreciation. 

On December 5, 1967 the motion was made by 
Mrs. Hugh Barnette, seconded by Mrs. Haywood Bailey and 
carried by the church to grant Vincent Williams, Jr. a 
license to preach the gospel. 
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On Janu~ .ry ?, 1968 Rev. Vincent ·,Ulllams "feeling 
that his ministry at Mill Creek was ate standstill" 
submitted his resignation to become effective March J, 1968 , 

Coming to us at a time when we were indeed a flock 
without a shepherd, we cannot help but feel Mill Creek is 
a better place for his having been in our midst. 

Period XVII - Rev. Jimmie Hancock 1968-1969 

After an earnest effort to find the right man to 
serve as pastor of the church, the pulpit committee pre-
sented Rev. Jimmie L • .Hancock, a native of Anderson, 
South Carolina. Serving on the committee at this time 
were Haywood Balley, Bernice Wrenn, Thomas Clark, Mrs. 
Frances Gentry, and Mrs. Mary .Ba.rnetie. The church 
agreed to pay him a salary of $6,000 a year; pay $400 of 
his annuity; travel expense to Southern Baptist Convention, 
two weeks paid vacation with bonus of $75, Christmas bonus 
of $75; permit him to hold two revival services in other 
churches and the church pay a supply preacher. 

Before Rev. Hancock end his family arrived, the 
pastorium had undergone improvements. Celotex was 
inste .lled in the living room and one wall was paneled. 
The kitchen and downstairs bedroom were painted. An old-
fashioned custom was recalled on July 6, 1968. The members 
wanting to show their love for the pastor and his family, 
pounded them with food, linens and other useful gifts. 

It had been noted that on several occasions there 
were those who had had difficulty locating the church. 
On July 9, 1968 the church voted to have signs ulaced on 
highways 49 and 501. Wayne Buchanan and Rev. J. L. Hancock 
carried out this project. 

While in conference on August 7, 1968 the church 
voted to have shelves installed 1.1 the hall to the right 
of the pulpit at a cost not to exceed $25. They were 
constructed with pigeon-holes to serve as mail boxes for 
officers and teachers. Also during this conference, the 
pastor was granted permission to attend Southeastern 
Seminary to study toward his Master of Theology degree. 

Homecoming services were held October 6, 1969. 
Former pastors, Rev. Jackson and Rev. Williams were guest 
speakers. 

On October 9th, the subject of receiving new 
members was discussed at length. "It was agreed that the 
pastor be free to receive or delay receivin~ a member in 
order to counsel with him. Also, Rev. and Mrs. Hancock 
and Mr. and Mrs. Berley Gentry were appointed delegates 
to the State Bantist Convention in Ralei~h. 

Mill Creek hRs on occasions invited oersons other 
thBn ordained Baptist ministers to ~ake addresses to its 
people. On December 8, 1968, Harold Gentry, A member of 
the Gideon Society, occupied the pulpit. 

ReRlizlng that no church is complete without A 

library, it was unanimously a~reed on December J, 1968 
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that one be established and Mrs. George T. Clayton 
serve e.s librarian. A sum of money was apnropriated 
for the purchase of books and materials, and from time 
to time members and friends have donated books. 

. In February 1969 Mill Creek was the recipient of 
a section of land surrounding the pastorium. This was 
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a gift from Dr. Harold Gentry. Dr. Gentry grew up in 
Mill Creek Church and community. He left the area in 
1934 to continue his education, receiving the M.D. 
degree from Duke University in 1949. He then entered 
McCain Hospital for internship and residency and remained 
there for 15 years, serving in a number of official and 
administrative areas. Since 1967 he has been Medical 
Director of the N.C. Sanatorium System with an office in 
Chapel Hill. Dr. Gentry came back to Mill Creek in 1968 
and has served as deacon and Sunday School teacher. 

The church was fortunate in having a member who 
had studied sign lan~ua~e. Mrs. Hancock, wife of the 
pastor, labored tirelessly in witnessing to three deaf 
people in the community. 

Rev. Hancock submitted his resi~nation June 4, 1969 
to become effective July 6, 1969. On the one hand there 
was the usual feeling of sadness that pervades a congre-
gation at such times. On the other hand there was a 
feeling of contentment because he was going to fulfill a 
long-time dream. He left Mill Creek to accept a 
commission in the U.8.A.F. as a military chaplain. 

Period XVIII - Rev. A._£lyde McLain_!.2.~!.21.i 

Rev. Clyde McLain began his pastorate at Mill Creek 
Baptist Church the first Sunday in September 1969. He 
came from Concord, North Carolina. 

Soon after his arrival as pastor, the final payment 
on an lndebtness incurred from a renovation of the church 
in 1963 was made. Getting out of debt was a pleasant 
experience for the church. A special note-burning ceremony 
was held ln the church sanctuary. Rev. Morris Jackson, 
pastor of Inwood Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C. and a lerge 
congregation witnessed the ceremony. 

In 1970 a carport and an extra bathroom were added 
to the pastorium • . Evaluation of the pastorlum increased 
to $14,188. The debt for this eddttton has been paid. 

Financtally, an increase in all missions and the 
church budget was nrevalent, at the end of 1972 the church 
budget was $15,714. 

As a memorial to Kendall Francis Gentry, Sr. and 
Lester B. Watson, their families presented two engraved 
silver-plated collection plates to the church. 

Harvest Day was reinstated, which was a time of 
fellowship and fun. 

The Young Peoole of the church or~enized the youth 
into The Crusaders for Christ in 1971. 

Membership of Mill Creek at the end of 1972 was 
266; Inactive members, 61; Non-residential members 24, 
leaving 181 active members. 
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After the debts were patd, the church continued 
to accent gifts to the building fund. It accumulated 
$8,000 over a period of time. 

The Cemetery and Ground Committee, Huel Gentry, 
Clara Jane Chandler, Leone Buchanan, Robert Wade, Dewey 
Dickerson, Steve Moore, Cleo Bailey, and WAyne Buchanan, 
led the church in a beautification and improvement 
program. Graveyard grimness has been made easier and 
the church grounds beautiful by the faithful work of 
this committee. We know that beauty is God's handwriting. 

The Brotherhood organization erected a permanent 
name sign for the church lawn in 1973 at a cost of $440. 

A summarization of the history of Mill Creek Church, 
making it more personalized, was added to the church 
bulletins by Cleo Beiley, Mary G • .Barnette, and Leona 
Buchanan. In order that members may know and understand 
better the .Baptist work, a copy of the Biblical Recorder 
was sent to each church family. 

Seeing the need for a ltbrery, Ruth GrAvitte was 
chosen to set up one in a classroom of the Educational 
Building; prior to this Grace Clayton, assisted by Berry 
Gentry, had started a small library in the room next to 
the baotistry. There is a wide range of books ava11Bble. 
When books are read, happiness and knowledge are collected. 

God has asked us to give our time, talent, and 
material means on His behalf. Certainly Johnie Morris 
had this tn mind, as he left $18,J09 of his estate to 
Mill Creek Church. ·rhe trustees, Haywood Bailey, Thomas 
Clark, and Bernice lo/renn, received the check in 1975. 
The Will read: Johnie Morris Woodsdale, N.C., tn his 
last Wtll and testament made 12th October 1965, Bequeathed 
and gAve to Mill Creek Baptist Church Route 2, Roxboro, 
N.C., one-half of the residue of cash in his estate after 
expenses of estate have been paid including the erection 
of a monument to his grave and grave of his sister Nola 
Morris. 

The trustees of Mill Creek Church are requested 
to invest the amount received and use the income therefrom 
to help keep up the grounds of the cemetery 2!. to use 
otherwise if and when it is advantagious to the church. 
Edwa.rd A. Evans Route 2 Roxboro, N.C. executor. 

The Board of Trustees, with a~reement of the church, 
placed $5,000 in a permanent trust fund, with the interest 
therefrom to help keep up the grounds of the cemetery. 
The remaining $1J,J09 is to be used toward the erection 
of a fellowship hall. 

A Building Committee was appolnteda Wallace Tin~en, 
Nannie Lou Gentry, Mary G. Barnette, Merrill Jordan, a nd 
Alvin Dickerson. The Committee elected Wallace Tin~en, 
Treasurer of the Church, Chairman, and Mary G. Barnette, 
Church Clerk, Secretary. A site was selected, specifi-
cations drawn July 16, 1975 and all bids were in by 
August 5, 1975. ~1th the assistance of the contractor, 
Graham Duncan, the blue-print was completed and presented 
to the church August 20, 1975. The blue-prtnt was accepted 
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by the church, the cost to amount to J57,128. 
'l'he building was started the latter part of August, 

completed by December 21, 1975. 
The trustees borrowed $26,JOO from the First Union 

National Bank in Roxboro. With cash on hand, this lpan 
completed payment on Fellowship Hall. 'rhe committee 
named the new bui+dlng Fellowship Hall. 

On November 10, 1975 Rev. Clyde McLain resigned to 
become pastor of Union Grove Bantist Church ln Virginia. 
The church accepted his resignation, terminating his 
service as pastor December 21, 1975. 

A pulpit committee was appointed: Alvin Dickerson, 
Peggy Jordan, Clara Jane Chandler, Berley Gentry, and 
Edward Thomas. 

Period XIX - Rev. Bill Holbrook 1976 
After much prayer and searching, the pulpit committee 

invited Rev. Bill Holbrook from Fishing Creek Baptist Church, 
Aventon, N.c. to preach July 25, 1976. The church called 
him with one hundred percent vote. He accepted, beginning 
salary $9,880 oer year. He preached his first sermon as 
pastor August 15, 1976, and entered into the various 
activities of the church endeavoring to keep all phases of 
the work growing. 

Christian Childcare is a creative opportunity. The 
church ls committed to quality care and training for the 
whole child. Gall Batley and Judy Evans renovated the 
nursery, making it more attractive and useful to the small 
children. It ls the hope of the church that each child 
usin~ the nursery will have the privilege to develop ~he 
full potential which ls his by God's creation. 

In preparation for Harvest Day, Julia Gentry, 
president of w.M.U., sponsored several quilting bees, made 
squares, embroidered names on same, assembled and quilted 
at one dollar oer name, collecting $455. Callie Watson 
bought the quilt for $200; total $655. Lizzie Pixley gave 
a quilt too to the W.M.U. and it brought a good price. 

A church pictorial directory was completed in 1977. 
God's love and grace has been with Mill creek and through 
this project it is hoped that Mill Creek will grow ever 
closer in fellowship, spirit, and unity. 

Music ls an important part of every church. It is 
felt throughout the complete cycle of the church. ~he 
Buchanan family, seeing a need for music in the Fellowship 
Hall, presented a piano to the church as a memorial to their 
parents, Gertie and Grover Buchanan. 

Mill Creek took part in the effort to raise funds 
for a Chapel for Person County Memorial Hospital, along with 
other churches in the area. 

Fellowship Suppers were be~un on the Wednesday nights 
oreceeding Church Conference. 
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Mill Creek hosted the Associational Meeting on 
October 20, 1976. On April 19, 1977, the Annual W.M.U. 
Beulah Associational meeting was hosted by Mill Creek. 

The young people, Crusaders for Christ, are ever 
active. In November a lock-in was held for fellowship, 
and spiritual growth. They painted the old basement. 
They have sponsored a Halloween haunted house and ~ames, 
with proceeds going to the debt retirement fund. 
A Youth Council was formed. The Youth Softball Team won 
third place in the Allensville league. More important, 
the team won the Sportsmanship Trophy for the 1977 season. 
The team presented the pastor with a trophy tn appreciation 
for his coaching the team. 

The New Baotist Hymnal was purchased for use by 
the con~regation beginning with the worship service on 
January 23, 1977. Thanks were given to those who gave: 
Thomas P. Gentry, Cleo Shotwell, Thomes Clark, Mr. and 
Mrs. Berley Gentry in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Bennie Lee 
Evans, Mr. William Henry Gentry, and ln honor of Mrs. LeliA 
Gentry, their parents; Mr. and Mrs. George Clayton in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Clayton; Sam Parham, Ruth 
Gravitte, and Virginia Whitaker in memory of their parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Parham. The old hymnals were plAced 
in the fellowship hall for use there, and some were 
donated to a Nutrition Site. 

The organ speakers were stolen, but new speakers 
were a gtft of John Knight. The church gratefully accepted 
this gift. 

On January 23 new bulletins were used by the church 
in their morning worship service. These new bulletins 
beautifully portrayed the church with the completed Fellow-
ship Hall followin~ many months of work by Peggy Jordan 
as directed by the church. 

In February, 1977 the church voted in conference 
to suspend Wednesday night prayer services for the last 
half of February following a plea by the Govenor to 
conserve energy. Sunday School classes in the new building 
began meeting in the old building during this time also. 
During the remainder of the cold weather, prayer meetings 
resumed the meeting in the Fellowship Hall so as to conserve. 

On April 10, Easter Sunday, a Community Sunrise 
S~rvice was held at Mill Creek, also sponsored by Allens-
ville Methodist Church. 

A Kornball Banquet was sponsored by the 'road Class 
on April 16. A time of fellowship in "hillbilly" fashion 
was enjoyed by all. Proceeds went to the building fund. 

On April 17, we honored a dedicated member - with 
"Robert Wade Appreclatton Day." Robert Wade had taught 
Sunday School 53 years; letters of tribute were read and 
expressions of love were given by various members of his 
class. 

A Senior Adult Banquet wa.s held on May 21. It has 
been a long-time tradition in honor of those who have 
se~ved. Mrs. Berley Gentry and the committee did much 
to make this a memorable eventnp;. A musical program was 
pr~sented by Berry Gentry, Alma Tingen, Buel Gentry, 
AlY1n Dickerson, and Thomas Gentry. 
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The pastor and his wife attended the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Kansas City, Missouri in June 1977. The 
church also provided expenses for Hev. Bill Holbrook and 
his wife Sheryl to attend the Pastor-wives Retreat sponsored 
by the Beulah Association at Atlantic Beach, N.C. in August. 

· A Memorial Book was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Barnette to the church to record gifts appreciated so much. 

In church conference, it was voted to send a letter 
to newly elected President Jimmy Carter expressing support 
in prayer for his administration and for him as President. 
The President wrote Mill Creek in acknowledgment. 

The church paid in 1977 to t he various missions 
$4,029.33. Debt payment $7,469.00, Church Staff salaries 
$14,000.00. All other local expenditures $2,JOO and 
literature $8,6J7, totaling $36,435.33. The pastorium in 
1977 ls valued at $25,000 and church property $200,000 
totaling $225,000. 

Bicentennial 1976 and beginning of the third century 
1977 has been years of challenge and constructive change 
for Mill Creek Church. Programs, banquets, festivities, 

. and religious services were held commemorating our 200 years 
of freedom in our great country, America. 

Since history is an account of what has happened, 
all important events in the existence of Mill Creek have 
been recorded through 1977. This period will be completed 
as history unfolds. 



MF..ANINGFUL INFLUENCES 'rHAT HAVE LEF'r AN IMPACT 
UPON EVERY PERIOD OF OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

The Ordinance of Baptism 

In the early days of our church, the ordinance of 
baptism took place by the side of creeks, rivers, and ponds. 
Later a spring branch in a wooded area south of the highway 
was dammed up for a make-shift pool. The candidates dressed 
in the woods after their baptism in the afore-mentioned 
places. After some years, a small cement pool was prepared 
in the church grove next to the road, and during its use 
the mission room was used as e dressing room. Next ca.me 
the parallel to the scene of the baptism of Jesus in the 
River Jordan. Several locations on Mill Creek near the 
bridge were used for this service that was marked by 
dignity and reverence. Today a modern baptistry backed 
by a stained-glass window portraying Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane is the focal point at the front of our 
sanctuary. Immersion was the first and only mode of 
baptism ever accepted in Mill Creek Church. 

The Lord's Supper 

When Mill Creek Church was founded, those allowed 
to observe the memorial of the Lord's Supper were limited 
to members of the church. After some time those of "like 
faith" or other Missionary Baptists were invited to join 
the membership in this very special service. It was not 
until after 1950 that it was commonly understood that all 
Christians were welcomed at the Lord's Table in Mill Creek 
Church. The earliest method of serving the Lord's Supper 
was for each person to take a morsel of bread from a silver 
platter and sip of wine from a single large silver goblet, 
passing the bread and wine to the next person. During 
Rev. Charles T. Plyborn's pastorate an individual silver 
communion set, consisting of plates for bread, an urn for 
wine, and trays of glasses, was purchased. This memorial 
is observed once a quarter in our church and the manner 
of observance has changed little through the past half 
century. 

SPECIAL FINANCIAL PROJEc ·rs 

The decade of the thirties will always be associated 
with the depression by our entire nation. It was with 
difficulty that our church members retained their real 
estate and personal property. Our church and its program 
were under~olng dire hardshlo. Regular means of supporting 
the bud~et needed to be supplemented. Under the soonsor-
ship of the pastor, Rev. N. J. Todd, the church launched a 
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project known as The Lord's Acre. F~ch family volunteered 
to plant one acre of some product and to turn in to the 
church treasury the proceeds from the sale of such product. 
The success of the effort eased the church through a. bad 
period. 

Another way to raise money for special projects 
at Mill Creek was the observance of Harvest Day one 
Saturday in October each year. Mr. Todd instituted this 
custom, and it was one that has been beneficial to the 
church from the ftnanctal angle and has oromoted unity 
and fellowship. On this day big black pots of brunswlck 
stew were cooked, and all enjoyed a lunch of stew. After 
lunch the remainder of the stew was sold, along with farm 
produce, pastries, canned foods, needlework, and handcrafts. 
Harvest Day was discontinued for a number of years and 
then was revived in 1970. In recent years the proceeds 
from the day's events have been channelled into the debt 
retirement fund. 

Homecoming Day at Mill Creek has always been a 
day to meet old friends, to relive treasured memories, 
and to make a donation to the church. For quite a few 
years this was a.n annual affair, and always in October, 
but it ls now being observed every other year. A love 
offering is made on this day, this offering usually goes 
into the building fund or to pay on some indebtedness. 

TRAINING PROGRAMS 

Da.ily Vacation Bible School has had untold influence 
on the lives of Mill Creek people. Rev. Todd organized 
our first Daily V.BS. It was held in his home because the 
one-room church building would not accomodate separate 
depar ments for the various age groups. The study extended 
over a period of two weeks and included Bible Study and 
related activities. It promoted both spiritual and social 
~rowth. The Bible School has continued through all 
pastorates, but has been held in the church building. 
It has become more specialized and is accepted as an 
integral part of our program. 

A Baptist Young People's Union was organized around 
the date 1916, under the sponsorship of Rev. Charles Plyborn. 
It continued to grow and greatly influenced the lives of 
young people, in that it increased their ability and capacity 
in the Lord's service. While Mr. Funderburke was pastor 
the BYPU grew to the point it had a program for all age 
levels. About this time the name changed to Baptist Training 
Union. This organization is not functioning in our church 
at the present time. In its stead we have an active youth 
group, Crusaders for Christ. These young people were 
greatly inspired by a similar group from Rev. Walter 
Gentry's church during a revival in 1971. The group gave 
personal testimonies; Mill Creek young people were so 
inspired that they immediately organized and went to work 
w1th Mrs. Clara J, Denny, and Mrs. Al1ce Shotwell as their 
advisors. Mrs. Du~rette Wade also helped this group. 
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The Crusaders for Christ have visited other churches and 
rest homes to cheer and inspire others. They have made 
an outstanding contribution ~o our church in the line 
of music, also. 

MUSIC 

Music is a vital part of all worship services. 
We have been blessed with faithful, devoted members to 
serve and promote the musical program of the church. 
Church Pianists and Organistss Evie Street, James L. 
Gentry, Charlie Buchanan, Roxie Buchanan, Carrie Gentry, 
Mary Barnette, Maxine Gentry, Lucille Thompson, Jean 
A. Hawkins, Lynn G. Winstead, Mavis Funderburke, Nellie 
Watson, Ruth Oakley, Elsie Britt, Dare Swain, Clara Jane 
Denny, Berry Gentry, Denise Long, Marie Langford, 
Alma Tingen, and Susan Parham. 

Chorister and Choir Directors: Will Whitt, Kendall 
Street, James L. Gentry, Howard Young, Ruel Gentry, Morris 
Jackson, Clara Jane Denny, Mavis Funderburke, Katie Kim-
brough, Alvin Dickerson, Berry Gentry, Bruce Dickerson. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School is the Bible teaching program 
of the church. It stands at the forefront of work, for 
it is charged with the responsibility of reaching all 
prospects for church and teaching the Biblical Revelation. 
A good Sunday School means a strong and growing church. 
Realizing this, Mill Creek has made special efforts to 
improve teaching facilities. The Sunday School has 
enlarged through the years. 

At the time Rev. c. T. Plyborn came to Mill Creek, 
there were two Sunday Schools. One was held at the church . 
the second one met each Sunday afternoon in the Trilby 
School. The modes of transportation and bad roads made 
this situation necessary. Through the influence of the 
pastor the Trilby Sunday School united with the one at 
the church forming a bigger and better Sunday School. 

Curtains were stretched in sections of the church 
~nabling the various age groups to conduct classes 
separately. Later, Sunday School rooms were added to the 
original church where ample room was provided later for 
each age group. 

The Sund8y School has made progress during each 
pastorate. Many faithful teachers and workers rendered 
their time and tal~nt to the teAch1n~ of God's work. 

Superintendents: 'rom Street, Norman Street, 
Zachery Gentry, William h. Gentry, James L. Gentry, 
F..arl Gentry, Ruel Gentry, Lambeth Gentry, Kendall Gentry, 
Sr., Spurgeon Buchanan, Grover Buchanan Jr., Berley Gentry 
Alvin Dickerson, and Thomas Clark. 
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WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 

Since organization, the Mill Creek W.M.U. has been 
active 1n doing the mission work of the church and the 
Beulah Association. The names of the auxiliaries of the 
Woman's Missionary Union have been changed, but activities 
are basically the same. Mill Creek W.M.U. sponsors 
Acteens, Girls in Action, and Mission Friends. In the 
place of the past Circles one through three, there are 
four groups& Current Missions, Bible Study, Prayer, and 
Mission Action. 

Members from Mill Creek served as leaders in the 
Beulah Associations Mrs. J. F. Funderburke, President; 
Mary Barnette, Secretary and Young People's leader; 
Estelle G. Richardson, Treasurer; and Mrs. Bill Holbrook, 
Acteens Director. 

Faithful Presidents, Bettle Street, Evie Street, 
Sara Lizzie Strum, Annie Clayton, Lizzie Tingen, Nannie 
Wade Gentry, Lottie Buchanan, Estelle Richardson, 
Nore Todd, Carrie T. Gentry, Helen Berry, Katherine W. 
Buchanan, Lelia C. Gentry, Nennte Lou E. Gentry, Julia 
Gentry, Mary G. Barnette, Frances H. Gentry, ClHra Jane 
Denny, and Mable BuchanBn. 

BROrHERHOOD 

Organized stnce 1958, the Brotherhood ls a counter-
part of W.M.U. in regard to missions support. The 
Brotherhood meets monthly as a means of fellowship and 
information concerning mission endeavors. The men of the 
Brotherhood have long been a source of help in beautifying 
the church grounds and building. On occasion they have 
enjoyed prayer breakfasts in fellowship. Having supported 
the Royal Ambassador groups for boys in the past, this 
is being revived in October 1977 along with Woman's 
Missionary Union auxiliaries. 

Presidents: McDonald Sanford, Berley Gentry, 
Alvin Dickerson, Wayne Buchanan, Thomas Clark, 
·rhoma s Gentry, Baxter Buchanan, Frank Evans. 



A TRIBUTE ·ro SERVICEMEN 

C1v11 war 
Chandler,°' Berry 
Clayton, Stephen 
Parham, Samuel R. 

World war I 
Bailey, Ernest 
Bailey, Willie (killed) 
Buchanan, Elbert 
Chandler, Ollie 
Gentry, Roy 
Morris, Johnnie 
Parham, Bud (killed) 
Walker, Herman 
Whitt, Hester 
Wilborne, Johnnie (killed) 
Wrenn, George 

World War II 
Averette, James Andrew 
Averette, Loyd 
Averette, Merrilon 
Averette, Strum 
Barnette, Hugh Ernest 
Ba.zemoore, Lenon 
Buchanan, Baxter 
Buchanan, Charles 
Buchanan, James 
Buchanan, Spurgeon 
Clayton, Erasmus 
Clayton, John 
Clark, Thomas 
Dickerson, Charlie 
Dickerson, Gerald Ray 
Evans, F..dward 
Fox, Christo 
Fox, Fred 
Fox, Walter 
Gentry, Arnold 
Gentry, Alp:y 
Gentry, Berley B. 
Gentry, Fannie Sue (WAC) 
Gentry, Franklin 
Gentry, Ivey 
Gentry, Ircel 
Gentry, John Irvin 
Gentry, Lambeth Chandler 
Gentry, LA.mbeth George 
Gentry, John Marshall 
Gentry, Roxanna (Army nurse) 
Gentry, ·rhomas 
Gentry, Wade Buchanan 
Gentry, William David 

Gentry, Willie 
Grinstead, Bennie 
Grinstead, Boyd 
Harris, Dorsey 
Huff, Lewell (killed) 
Morris, James 
Morris, Walter (killed) 
O'Brian, Archie 
O'Brian, Ben 
O'Brian, Leip;h 
O'Brian, Pat 
Owen, Junior 
Parham, Samuel 
Richardson, Victor 
Sa.nford, Aubrey 
Sanford, McDonald 
Shotwell, Elwood (k111E 
Shotwell, Ernest 
Shotwell, Samuel 
Tingen, I. c. 
Tingen, John 
Tingen, Lawrence 
Todd, Edd 
Todd, Royal (killed) 
Wade, Bernice 
Walker, James 
Wrenn, Bernice 
Wrenn, Wallace 
Wrenn, William G. 
woody, Henry 
Woody, James 

Korean war 
Averett, Clifton 
Gentry, F..a.rl Watkins, 
Langford, Bill 
l~ngford, George 
Powell, George 
Powell, Lemuel 

Vietnam War 
Bailey, Richard 
Buchanan, Merritt 
Gentry, Mark Thomas 
Gentry, Franklin 
Gentry, William D. (Bi 
Langford, Johnnie Mac 
Langford, Donnie 
Shotwell, Sammy 
Tingen, James Chris 
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GENERAL TRIBUTE 

Other devoted and consecrated Christians of the 
church gave their time, money, labor and talent to every 
phase of the church development over the years. There 
was no end to their efforts in expanding the knowledge 
and message of Christ. All contributed unsparingly to 
local and worldwide current needs according to each one's 
qualifications. It ls impossible to name all members 
contributing to the growth of God's work 1n Mill Creek 
Church, for so many had a huge part in developing it. 
Each generation ls proud of the heritage made possible 
by these dedicated members. With good leaders and good 
followers, God's Word will be spread forever. 

The History Committee 

Cleo R. Balley 
Mary G. Barnette 
Grace P. Clayton 
Frances H. Gentry 
Huel A. Gentry 
Mabel w. Wade 





MF..ANINGFUL INFLUENCF • .S ·rHAT HAVE LEF'r AN IMPAc·r 
UPON EVERY PERIOD OF OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

The Ordinance of Baptism 

In the early days of our church, the ordinance of 
baptism took place by the side of creeks, rivers, and ponds. 
Later a spring branch in a wooded area south of the highway 
was dammed un for a make-shift pool. The candidates dressed 
1n the woods after their baptism in the afore-mentioned 
places. After some years, a small cement pool wa.s prepared 
in the church grove next to the road, end during its use 
the mission room was used as a dressing room. Next came 
the parallel to the scene of the baptism of Jesus in the 
River Jordan. Several locations on Mill Creek near the 
bridge were used for this service tha.t was marked by 
dignity and reverence. Today a modern baptistry backed 
by a stained-glass window portraying Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane is the focal point at the front of our 
sanctuary. Immersion was the first and only mode of 
baotlsm ever accepted in Mill Creek Church. 

·rhLf!2.!:d's Suppe[ 

When Mill Creek Church was founded, those allowed 
to observe the memorial of the Lord's Supper were limited 
to members of the church. After some tlme those of "like 
faith" or other Missionary Ba.ptlsts were invited to join 
the membership in this very special service. It was not 
until after 1950 that it was commonly understood that all 
Christians were welcomed at the Lord's Table in Mill Creek 
Church. The earliest method of serving the Lord's Supper 
was for each person to take a morsel of bread from a silver 
platter and sio of wine from a single large silver goblet, 
passing the bread and wine to the next person. During 
Rev. Charles T. Piyborn's pastorate an inqiv1dual silver 
communion set, consistin~ of plates for bread, an urn for 
wine, and trays of glasses, was purchased. Thts memorial 
is observed once e quarter in our church and the manner 
of observance has changed little through the past half 
century. 

SPECIAL FINANCIAL PROJF.c·rs 

The decade of the thirttes will always be assoc18ted 
with the depression by our entire nation. It was with 
difficulty that our church members retained their real 
estate and personal property. Our church and its program 
were undergo1n~ dire hArdship. Regular means of sunoortin~ 
the bud~et needed to be supplemented. Under tbe sponsor-
~hin of the pRstor, Rev. N. J. Todd, the church launched a 
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The Beginning at Mill Creek -- Vignettes of History 

Supplement to the History of Mill Creek Baptist Church 

Part of the Observance . of the 150 th Anniversary 

It was e xactly one hundred and fifty years ago today that Elder James King, 

pastor at Bethel Hill Baptist Church and Elder Malthus Freeman, from the Baptist 

State Convention, met with 36 people at Mill Creek Meeting House and constituted Mill 

Creek Baptist Church. This fact is contained in the excellent history of this church 

prepared some years ago, (which is available in the church library). 

In order for this fact ~o be more meaningful we need to view this event in the 

light of other profound historical events taking place all around us at that time. 

In this context we can see that we we re a part of all these forces and changes that 

were shaping and moving our course forward as Baptists during the 1820's and 1830's. 

As we look back we can realize that God was guiding and helping direct these often 

diverse forces toward the powerful and effective group of Southern Baptists we are 

today. 

New churches were being organized at an unprecedented pace and other Baptist 

organizations and institutions were appearing that were to beof immense importance 

in our future. 

The Baptist State Convention was organized in 1830. Th e Biblical Recorder was 

started in 1835. Wake Forest University had its beginning in 1834. The Beulah 

Baptist Association was organized in 1834. Among the new churches of this area was 

Olive Branch, started in 1826 and Brassfield in Granville County, started in 1823. 

Corinth Baptist Church in Granville and Clement Baptist Church in Person County were 

both organized in this same decade. Thus....Mill Creek seemed to be a part of this new 

surge of activity among Baptists all over North Carolina. 

Unfortunately all of this progress was not had without a price. As we look at 

the long view of BAptist history we realize that this time marked a turning point for 
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many Bapt ists. Prior to this time we were a rather diverse group in many ways 

theologically. This was a time where Baptist generally were beginning to form a 

concensus that ultimately would result in the group called Southern Baptists (of 

today). 

Important and sometimes difficult and often painful choices of a profound 

theological nature were being made that would alter the course of Baptist history 

forever. 

As new organizations among Baptists appeared the most difficult problem arising 

was the question of support for missions and the related subjects of Biple societies, 
' 

higher Christian education, Sunday Schools, and social and relief organizations. The 

Beulah Association had to deal with this problem in its beginning. In fact it arose 

in the midst of this controversy. 

In order to understand this problem we have to look at the long term historical 

heritage of each church for an explanation~ Fortunately for Mill Creek we ·escaped 

the trials and tribulations associated with this problem, because we descended from 

a group of mission minded Baptists. 

Much of our historical heritage can be traced to Shubal Stearnes and his group 

at Sandy Creek, N.C. We came under his influence, early, through the preaching of 

Danie 1 Marshall his brother-in-law. Marshal ls' converts of Samuel Harris, Reuben 

Pickett, James Reed, and others directly influenced the course of events at Mill 

Creek, Mayo, and ultimately Bether·Hill. Thus our roots go back to those early 

pioneers whose main purpose in life was to serve God and spread the gospel. 

Those groups of Baptists who did not believe in the support of missions and 

related objectives ultimately became the Primative Baptist Churches of today. 

As mentioned earlier, the N.C. Baptist Convention was organized 5 years 

e arlier in 1830. It was distinctively mission oriented and mission support was 

one of its chief objectives and its policy. Therefore, in 1835, the Convention 

appointed four missionaries to work in N.C. in support of Convention objectives. 

2 



Each had a specific geo graphic territory to work in for the ensueing year. At the 

. ne)rt Convention meeting each missionary was required to report to the Convention on 

th e activities of his assignment during the previous year. Elder Malthus D. Freeman 

was appointed to the territory between the Cape Fe a r & Great Catawba Rivers and 

Person County was on his first tour. Fortunately, he kept a diary of his activities 

which was published in the Biblical Recorder November 30, 1835. I would like to quote 

part of this diary especially that part dealing with this area. I think you will 

find it interesting, somewhat unique, and pleasingly expressive. 

First, let me SrtY that Elder Freeman was born in Chatham County, N.C. on Sept. 10, 

1809 and d i e d May 15, 1884 . He was ordained to work in the ministry at Rocky River 

Church in Chatham Co. on the third Sabbath in March 1835. 

The fo l lo win g ar e quo tations from his journal or diary of th e sur.uner and fall of 

th 1835 :" ---- - --s in ce t h 9 o f June (1835)-------------------I had the pleasure of 

mee tin g with Broth er J ames Thomas at Eaton's Church in the county of Rowan. We spent 

• 

a month toge ther durin g which time we paid a passing visit to several of the churches • 

and goo d b r e thren i n th e co unties of Wilkes, Iredell, Surry and Stokes; and truly we 

met with many w~rm and assiduous friends to the Convention; in these counties who 

f ondly anticipate forming a personal acquaintance and interchanging their Christian 

salvations with many of their beloved brethren from different parts of the state at 

th e next meeting of the Convention. 

From Stokes, I proceeded to Caswe1·1 .(.county). I met with some prec1:ous and true 

frie nd s o f Zion, althcugh religious feelings were not in general altogether ----
su c h as we c ould wish, yet we hope the time is not far distant when things will assume 

a differ e nt character in this region of the country." 

(The writer wa s evident l y referring to the split in the Country Line Church at Yancey-

vi l le , at th at time betwee n th e mis s ion supporters and the Primative Baptists. Thi s 

sp l it resu lt e d in t he fo rmation o f the present day First Bapti s t Church of Yanceyvill e . 

It i s also no t e d tha t El de r Freeman traveled through the same ar e a the next year, • 
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Sept. 26, 1836, and reported a big change in the general feelings of the brethren 

a nd they were making preparations to send delegates to th e next Convention meeting.) 

"After leaving Caswell, I next visited Person (County) where I had warm and 

interesting meetings . On the 21 st of July, Elder James King and myself constituted 

a church (embrac ing 30-40 members) at Mill Creek Meeting House and on the following 

day installed four of their body into the office of deacon. 

On the 28 th , assisted by Elders Wm. H. Jordan and James King we set apart brethren 

Robt. B. Bumfres and William King to the office of deacon in the church at Olive Branch. 

I had the pl e asure of attending the Beulah Assn. on hte 1st of August which was 

held in Person County and continued for 5 days. I was much gratified to see harmony, 

union, and love that seemed to pervade that meeting. The Assn. passed a resolution 

favorable to the conventio n and the several objects patroni ze d by that body. They also 

agreed to repres e nt themselves as a body to the next convention. Though this body is 

young and feeble at present it is evidently beginning to grow and expand. There hav e 

be en several additions to their number by baptism during the year as by admissions 

of a ne wl y constituted church into th eir union. 

The weather during th e meeting was clear and serene--th e audience lar ge, attentive 

and so l emn--the preaching pathetic and grave and no doubt the Lord directed it to many 

hearts as Christians were heard to rejoice in God their Savior. Sinners were constrained 

to inq uire what they should do to be saved, and anxious persons were enabled during the 

meeting to rejoice in the hope of a glorious immortality. 

From Person I passed on to Granville (County) where I found many warm friends to th e 

good cause and had the privilege of assi sti ng brother Allen in the ordination of a deacon 

4 

th at Corinth (Baptist Church) on the 13 of August, and on the following day I had the pleas-

ing interview with brother Wm. J. Finlay at Brassfield (Baptist Church) who anticipates 

considerable support from his district on behalf of th e convention. 

From Brassfield I bent my course through Wake (County) to Orange (County) and 

attended a camp meeting at Antioch which lasted for 3 or 4 days with considerable exci t e-

ment and deep interest. 



From thence I steared my course for Moore (County) and attended another Camp 

th st 
meeting held at Friendship from the 28 to the 31 of the month (Aug. 1835) at which 

we truly say we had a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

Having finished my tour of those counties to which I was appointed by the last 

convention, say Caswell, Person, Granville, Orange, Chatham, and Wake, I now feel 

grateful to say that many churches in these counties will contribute to the funds of 

the convention at its next meeting. 

I think we have to conclude that this particular day of July 21 in 1835 was chosen 

becaus e it was a c onv e nient day for Bro. Freeman who was in our area on his · trip through 

North Carolina. I think a new church in this area had been under consideration for 

some time because a Mill Creek Meeting House was already in existence at this time. 

It is als o remembered that it was customary for the mother churches to have "arms" or 

extentions in areas where distance would prohibit frequent meetings at the parent church. 

Frequently these "arms" or "missions" of the mother church would evolve into full fledged 

independent churches. In the previous decade Olive Branch Baptist Church had come into 

existenc e in just such a way. The minutes of Bethel Hill Baptist Church of that time 

contain considerable details of this event. 

There are a number of interesting observations about the Mill Creek beginnings. In 

th e first place there is no mention of the Mill Creek affair in the minutes of the Bethel 

Hill Church at that time, e ven though the pastor of Bethel Hill Church at that time was 

an important character in this event, and became the first pastor of the new church. 

It i s f urth e r ob se rv ed that a number of the very active members of the Bethel Hill 

Chu rc h we r e a ppoint e d t o a c ommitt ee of the Beth e l Hill Church on July 4, 1835 which was 

less than t hree wee k s befo r e they became charter members of Mill Creek. Their names did 

n o t app e ar a gain in th e Be thel Hill church minutes. Thus it appears that all of the 36 

c hart e r me mbe rs of th e n e w church at Mill Creek came from the congregation of the Bethel 

Hill Church, and four of them were elected to the office of deacon the same week. 

• 
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About th e only co nclusions to be drawn from these observations is that there was no 

advance notice of Elder Freeman's visit t o these parts . This is not surprising in vi ew 

of th e difficulti es of communication in those days. Ther efo re the time evidently seemed 

opportune for those involved to take advantage of Elder Freeman's pres e nce and go a head 

with what many th ought was inevitable anyway . 

There is no indication of any factions or ofstrife in the Bethel Hill Church to 

cause a split and the pastor called by Mill Creek also continued as pastor of Bethel 

Hill. He also had other churches at the same time, including Olive Branch and included 

t he ol d est Baptist Church in the area--Grassy Creek where he served more than 17 years. 

Thus it would appear that the founders of Mill Creek were keeping pace with the 

ge n e ral movement of Baptists of that time in trying to provide better and more effective 

ways to serve God . The refore in our celebration of this great day may we also dedicate 

o urselves to preserving and propagating its great historical h e ritage . 

6 
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KL D ER JAM ES Kl~ G. 

Th e subj ect of this sketch was born in Su rry 
county , Virginia, on th e Gth of Sept . 17SO. H is r:;n-
rents were Rand olph and Ann ie K ing, whose ma ideu 
nauie was Bark er, of En glish desc·eut a nd of high 
respectnbility. 

When James was about five years old hi s par ents 
died and he was made an orphan. Afler remain-
ing several year s in liis nativ e county in cha rge of 
n pioii s aunt, whose relig ious in stru clions made deep 
impressio11s on his infant mind which were nev er 
ouliterat ed, he wus removed to Grun ville eouuty , N. 
C., and pu t in char ge of Mr. Thom as H.ix, a: relative 
of int elligence a11d respectal.iility . Th is was his 
hom e u,;ti ! he arriv ed at th e ll "C - of sixteon )'ear s CJ ) 

wlien he wus appr ellti ced fur fo11r year s Lo a carpen-
ter to learn th e trac.le. At Lhe ugeo ftw enty, ha ving 
compl eted liis term of ap pren ticeship, ·lie went Lo 
work with en ergy, buildin g houses, drnr clics, &l'., 
llncl soon laid the :ou11Jatio11 for a competency; th~ 

. d!lrk douJ dispersed and tlie sun of prosperit y shune 
'up on his patliway. In 1802, he unit c•d in 111arri:we 
with tlliss Margnrd, eldest da ughler of \Vin . Ale:-
son of Granv ille, N. G., ll'itli ll'hom lie lived forty -
one years, ancl by wlio111 lie liad eight childr.,11, five 
of whom su rviv ed him , :rn<l 011e of tl1at 1H1111ber is a 
Baptist mi ni:::ter. 'l'h e co111p1t11ion of h is youl h a11d 
tiie rnolher of h is cbildre11 l1a vi11g c.lieJ, lie w,1s ag,1in 
mnrrie<l to Mrs. Martha P . H olloway, ,1·iLl1 wlrom 
he li ved six teen year :;, when Ire was again made a 
widower, and so remained unt il hi s death which 
took place J an. 16th, 1870, in his 80Llr yc.n.' 

i\bou t the year 1807, ~Ir. King was awak ened to 
a sense of his awful danger as a sinner in th e sight 
of God, and was led to in qu ire earn estly for the r;ay 
of salvation. H e wept and prayed, and pray ed and I 
wept, un ti l he saw and felt that he could do nothing 
more, and then by divine gruce he was enabl ed to 
give up all for Chr ist. Th e plan of salva tion was 
mad e very clear to liis ,·iew, anJ hi · joy in deli ,·cr -
ance from sin wns very g reat. 

Mr. King united with th e Pr esby teria11s and be-
came an esteemed elder iu that r.lrurch. After th e 
lapse of some twel vEl or fifteen yea rs, Ir is atlcn tion 
was call ed by Iris wife tu the question : whether the 
_Scriptures authorize i1ifanl sp rinkl-ing or not ? H e 
thoroughly and c11refully sea rched the New Testa-
ment through, Lime and a~ain , for proof, but in vnin. 
But on the otlrcr ha11J b . was convin ced Lhnt th e 
Baptists were right; still he strov e Lu <111ir.t. hi~- 1··· :1-
:science, and tried to remain sati sfied without chang-
ing his church relations. But his love for J esus and 
ihe obligation to obey him overbalan ced every oth er 
<!onsideration, and accordingly he determine d to 
follow Jesus at nll ha zard s. H e united with th e 
Baptist church a.t Bet.he!, P erson cou ntv, N. C., in 
1822, and was baptir.ed by Eld er Wm. Blair, of Pit t-
sylvauia couuty, Ya.. Bro. K . has often been hea rd 
to say, that "when I cam e ·out of th e water, I left a, 

heavy weight behind me." 
Not long after his baptism he was licensed by the 

church to preach, and the next .year the church call-
ed for his ordination. The Presbytery of the Flat 
River Association, in accordance with th e request, 
met and ·ordained hiw to the full work of the gospel 
ministry in 1825 or '26. 

Eld er King fully aod c0rdi 1dly embra ced the 
.sentiments held by the regular Bapt ists respecting 
bapt_ism, church polity, .&c. In bis doctr,ina l vi ews 
he was, what may be term ed, a modera le Calvini sl 
His · education wa::; lim ited , but by studying the 
Bibl e and religi-ous b ooks, and par t-icularly Fu ll er 's 
works, be acquir ed a fuud of useful informat ion. 
Hi s easy and pe rsuasive elocution, bis affectiona te 
ao d earnes t m ann er, engaged tb e a ttenLion of his 
l1earers, and had he enjoy ed the advanlag es of a. 
th orough education, he wou ld doubtl ess ha ve beeu 
<Jne of tlie first prea clier::; of !tis day. 

his deetb. l3uffalo, E ph esus fllHl Mou nt Zion e11-
jny ed his la,bors as pas t.or, the two lasL na med, witll-
t.be addition of Mill Ci:oek, were gathei:ed and con-
atnu.ted und er his min istry. All of these cll\lrc hes, 
he served for a 11umbcr of yeurs, so1ue for a longe r 
and oth ers for a short e1 peri od. Hi s preach ing WM · 

greatly blessed in the edifi cation of believers and in 
the conversion pf sinners. 

Dlll'ing . his . . postoro.te th e church es at Bethel', 
.GnssY: Creek, .Hester's, .· ~d Olive Bra nch , .expe-
rienc~d, a neviv~L of religi on which coutioue d with-
out much intermission. f.qr .five yeai:s. Abou t the · 
year 1844, he accepted u;e care of Bt1:ffalo ch ur ch_ 
The church in n short tim e was revived, and up-
wards .of: ·qne hun<lred mem bers were added, sixty 
~f whom }\ider i~ng bai>ti~ <l a.t o.nc tim e in about. 
thirty minutes. He lr;lv clcd exten sively d uring the 
early pa1'.t of his ministr y , i>rencl1i11g from plac e to 
place wjth. mu.cl~ power, accoruplislu11g grcnt goocl 
in the Master's _vineya.rd. 

Elder K, ,baptized, duriu g his mini st ry, 1,500 per-
sons, preached 4,500. serm ons, travel ed 75,000 mil es, 
'"1!d reaq. the Bible tl:irouglr fourt een Limes. 

This man of ~d labor e<l for tlte good of souls and 
.for'the 'advo.oce~ent of th e Redeemer's cause, uu til 
he wore himself out pr eaching th e gospel of Jes us, 
until, lik e the corn lhnl is 'fully rip e and ready for 
th e garn er, · he bowed hi s head aud gave np the 
gh ost. H e is gon o to reap his reward . His labor., 
ar e encled, hrs sorrows ar e over; and hi s tear s wiped 
-away. T he gi-ea.t ba tt le hai b ee.n (ought, and the 
victory forever won: -· ' 

Not long after l1is orJi uat io11 b e ac:ceptcd Lhe pns-
torat e of Ll~e elrn::-clie3 nt Belh~I. Urn ·sy Creek ,u r3 
H ester' s. Olive Bra neli wa · :--l1orlly nft.en l'nrd s cvu,-
siitu .ted into u chur ch, and he uccnnic i ls p :islo r, a11e: 
oonti.Dued i11 Lhat rellil: 011 :llltil a f~w yoars bcfon,· 

The me mor y o( those who hav e de·voted ··their 
l ives to pro mote the welfare of arlr rnce, shoul d not 
be allo werl to si nk in to th o black wate rs of obli vion. 
Th ey shou lrl hav e a pla ce in the g rateful recoHec-
t.ions of posterity . Whil e the hody'of our vene rable 
broth er reposes in th e dust, his u::l"~ e and <leeds, as 
e. herald of th e cross, are still fresh . and. frag rant 
with many who hiwe enjoyed aud ' heeu bene fitted 
by his self deny ing labo rs., 
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From ear l y in 
our histo r y 

Rules of Order and Decorum for the ~overnment f the Baptist Church 
at Mill Creek. 

I 

It shall be the duty of each member of the Church to attend all 
v Church meetings whether stated or called by the hour f eleven o'clock. 

II 

It shall be the duty of the clerk to call the roll of male members 
at each Church session, and the member to answer to his name 

III 

Any male member who shall fail to attend any Church meeting is 
expected to render a satisfactory answer for his absence at the 
next mweting. 

IV. 

Any member who repea~,¢1Y neglects to attend Church meetings and 
whe on being admonished, and cannct be reclaimed shall be deemed 
disorderly and unworthy the fellowship of the Church. 

v. 
Each Church sessien shall open and close with prayer. 

VI 

The regular officiating minister shall be the moderator and shall 
preside at each session and enf~rce ~rder. In his absence any minis-
ter present or any ether member may be called to the chair. 

VII 

Any member whe may have anything tc offer shall rise fr~m his seat 
and adress the Church and ..\t/hile speaking all others shall be silent 
and give attention, and ne member shall speak more than twice upon 
the same subject witheut leave. 

VIII 

Every matter shall be discussed with gravity, modesty and a sincere 
desire after truth, and it is the right of each member t~ participate 
in the debate. 

IX 

A ma jority of the male members shall constitute a quorum to trans-
act business and the v0ice of a majo~ty of them present shall be deci-
sive of any matter which does n~t relate to the fellowship of the Church 
or the commission of members, in either case unanimaty is required 
both amongst the male an d female members. 



X 

All motions and questions to be submitted to the Church,shall he 
put to the Church unless withdrawn by the mover. 

XI 

I t sh all be the pr i vilege of the moderator to take part in t he 
d iscussion before the Church. 

DI 

When two or more members rise to speak at the same time, the 
moderator shall decide who shall speak first. 

XIII 

It shall b~ the duty of the minister to preach on the days of 
r e gular Churc h meetings as well as on the Sabhath,and it shall be 
his priv ile ge t o i nvite othe r ministers of good standing to pre a ch 
wi t h h im or in hi s s tead. 

XIV 

No member sha ll ab sent' hi mself in time of Church business witho ut 
leave of the Churc h . 

xv 
I t is th e du ty of the Chur ch to cal l their pa s tor an d when ca lle d 

and a t t ending the m, to pay hir7'for his services annually without 
d~l a y , and he to consider himself as their pastor till dis satisfied 1 or t he Chur ch wi t h him. 



.. EL[!ER JOHN .K. .MONTAGUE . 

This brother lives-~t Bethel Hill, in Person coun-
ty, N. C. Although lie Las passed the meridian of 
iife, auq is 1:_1ow on its shady side, still . he is .in the 
·vigor of m·auhood, aud activ ely engaged in the work 
of the miuisLry. Ile stands cleserve<lly high iu the 
estimation of liis l>relhrc11, as n faitl1ftil, zealous ]((-
borer i1~ th e Master's vin eyard. Bro : r.J. ll'as born 
near Oxford, tlic county scat of Granville, Octouer 
23d, 1818. Having l>t>en reared by pious parents, 
who brouglit up their children in Uie nurture a11cl 
admonition of the Lord, and, as it might be expect-
ed, under such training, he was, at a very early age, 
the subject of many religious impress.ions; but he 
was not fully awakened to a trne sense of his guilt 
and danger, and brought to feel deeply the necessity 
:of a change of heart, until the surnrner of 1839. A 
short time after his couversion he united with the 
Baptist church at Corinth, and was ·baptized by El -
der Zachariah Allen, in · the 11st year of his age.-
Not long after his connection with the church, he 
became qeeply impressed with the conviction that 
it was his duty to devote his life to the work of the 
gospeLministry. He suffered much mental anguish 

. in considering the subject; and for u. long time he 
-was anxiously asking, "Lord what wilt thou have 
.me to do?" in reference to the ministry. Being 
sensible of its solemn responsibilities, and his unfit-
ness for that high calling, he shrank back at the 
thought of such nn undertaking. He struggle<l 
with God in prayer, with many tears, to be released 
from the obligation, but still he felt: woe is me if I 
pr8tl,ch not the gospel. At length, having beco;ne 
fully satisfied that it was l1i.s .<luty to preach, and 
having received from his parents only a busi1H:SS 
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education, he felt the necessity of a better culLivn-
tion of of his intellectual powers to qunlify him for 
the great work of the gospel ministry. 

In Jaunar.y, 1843, after consulting with his most 
judicious friends, and by the advice of that man of 
God, Elder Samuel Wait, involving no li~tle worldly 
sacrifice, he connected himself, as a student, with 
Wake F'orest College. At th is institution of learn-
ing he remained two years, receiving instruction in 
literature, both secular nn<l theological; for, at this 
time, by special arrangements, nil the students were 
to a limited extent instructed in theology under the 
supervision of Dr. Wait and Prof . J, .B. White. 

After leaving college, and having exhausted his 
means, it became necessary for him to engage in 
teaching school for the support of his family. Bro. 
Montague continued in tl1is business for a number 
of yea·rs, and at the same' time preaching in many 
aestitute places, with evident tokens of divine ap-
probation. In passing, the writer, from ~oog and 
intimate acquaintance with Bro. M's family, wishes 
to say that amid all tho trials and sacrifices our 
brother has experienced in his vocation, his estima-
ble wife has ever been to her husband a help-me et 
indeed, and has ever seomed to clclight in aiding 
him in the great work of his life. 

In 1848, Mr. M. moved to the vicinity of Grassy 
Creek and united with the church, where he holds 
his membership up to the present time . 

t 
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ln 18:,0, Urass} <:re,·1· cl1u1·cl1, I,_· ;t u1ia11imulls 
vote, invit ed Eld er,;; Jas Ki 11~, S .. \.. Cre ath and R. 
I. Devin, the pastor, Lo me et 011 Lill: 23d of Fohruury, 
as a Presbytery, Lo orclnin Bro . .John E. Iontngue 
to the gospel mini stry . Dro. i\L wn:; publicly set 
apart to the full work of the mini stry nt the <late 
ab ove gi vcu . 

In lt551, Bro. i\'f. was called Lo.the c,trc or ,Lro n 's 
Creek church, in H a li f,tx county, Virginia . He 
continued in that relati on nill e y0a r:s. l [is labors 
were greatly blest in buildin g up the church, and 
adding to its memb ership by baptisnL Unde r his 
su,perintendence, .th e bi:ethren bnilt a new house of 
worljhip, creditabl e alike to pastor and church. 

In 1853, Elder M. accept ed an appoillttnent of the 
State ~Iission Board of tlt e General Associ~t ion of 
Virginia, to preach at Dryburg, Halifax county, Va. 
The following year a1Baptist chur ch was regularly 
constituted -at that pla ce. Tlte Buard con tinned to 
aid ·the chur.ch iu supporting the pastor two or three 
years, when it became self su stai!,ing. I3ro. M. 
preached for this church tliirt een ·years, the Lord 
r.rowning his labor s with mu ch success in the up, 
building of Zion, anJ iu makillg larg e additions to 
its . membership. In the meantim e, a commo dious 
meeting-house was built for prayer an<l praiso and 
the public administmtion s of God 's bl esse d word-a 
sanctuary unto the Lo.rd. 

!n l8G3, Elder M. became past or of BeLliel chur ch, 

Perso11 county, N. G., :rnd afLcr scrvill g the cl 1ur(·h 
tell years resigned the cl1argc ; liut l,e was recnllcJ 
to the pastorate .in 1S71, in which rG?lation he !ins 
con tinued to the present time (1S80). This old 
chu rch, constituted in 177-l, bus recently built n nell' 
house of worship that reflects honor upon the com . 
rnunity in which it is locntod. Thi s church main-
tains a happy sta lldin g under the efficient labors o f 
its devoted pastor. 

Iu 18GO, Elder M. was culled to the pastorate of 
Must erfield church, Halifax county, Va, an<l aft e r 
serving tlrn church eight years resign ed. His la, 
bors were attenrled with a large measure of succe;;s. 
1-fi:rny souls professed conversion underhi:i ministry 
an<l quite a number were add ed to the church by 
baptism. 

In 1864, Elder M. took ihe oversight of Buffalo 
church, Mecklenb01•g cou uty, Va. , and sust.ained 
that relatio11 until December, 1879-a period of fif~ 
teen years. During this time several very precious 
revivals of religion were experienced by the church, 
and many were added to its membership by bap-
tism. 

In 1867, Bro. M. was chosen by Clement chur ch 
as their spiritual guide. After serving this church 
for a time he resigned his charge and became the 
pastor of Olive Branch r.hurch. Both of th ese 
churches are in Person county, N. C. Bro. Montn ° 

gue is still sen·ing- f.he l)iiYe 13ranch congrcgatio11 
accep tab ly. 

1!1 JannaryL1 ~5-!1 Elder M. entered upon the pas 
tornt e of Mill Creek churc h, Person county, N. C. 
whi ch office he still holds- •• perio d of twen ty -si '.\ 
years. Bro . MontRgu e's labo rs in connectio n witl · 
this church hurn been ahunda nLly successful. Il , 
m embershi p is now ( 1880) la,rger than it has eve1 
been since its constitution, and yet there are but tw, 
mal e member:; belongi ng to it who were there whe 11 
Bro. Montagu e took the pastor ed care of the cliurcli 
Great cha11ges ha ve taken pfoce ·in Mill Cree k 
chur ch sin ce ou r brnther became thei r spirituu I guide. 'l'h e old hnll of a hous e has disappeared 

l and a new, neut and ha.nt!somely pain ted one take 1 
its place . The generation then living has nearl : 
passed. away, and another has arisen to take it 
Qlace. The membership is mainly composed of th , 
descendants of the brethren who have gone to tb , 
spirit land, eunverted under the ministry of its pre ~ 
ent pastor, _and baptized by ~is hands. 

In addition to hi s reg ular pastoral work, OU 

brother has been accus tomed to preach at di ffere n 
points , either sl ;ttedly or occasio nally- thus guard 
ing the ·out -posts of his various charges . In th i 
way he has performed much gratuitous lauor nmon , 
the destitute, doiugg~oci se rv ice for. the Master. 

' 
fi- ~""1. Ihm? f ~ I ,i > 1( U ee I<. CA-<.1..a.t-.. 
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THOMAS H. STREET 

Born and reared near Mill Creek in Person 
County, Thomas H. Street (b. 1848, d. 1921), 
was the only surviving child of James H. Street 
and Susan W. Walker. He was a prominent 
citizen who spent his life in service to God and 
his community. 

For more than 40 years he was superinten-
dent of Mill Creek Sunday School and a deacon 
of the church. He was a great supporter of the 
Baptist Orphanage in Thomasville, N.C., 
which was the recipent of his many gifts. 

Mr. Street was a staunch believer in a 
strong family, an institution ordained by God, 
bringing contentment and happiness to those 
so blessed. Therefore he eagerly sought the 
hand of Bettie E. Geoghegan (b. July 31, 
1846. d. Feb. 1907), of a prestigious family in 
Clarksville, Va., and she became his first wife 
on Nov. 18, 1868. She was his equal in love of 
community and church, and their home was 
continuously filled with social and religious 
activities. 

Bertie was truly a home builder and help-
mate. Her temperament gave her the capacity 
to be an ideal wife; her devotion to and 
thoughtfulness of her husband was extraor-
dinary. As a mother she was no less true, 
losing self for her six children, tenderly and 
gently nurturing them to adulthood, grieving 
for the infant that did not live. 

The lives of Thomas and Bettie were exem-
plary. 

Mr. Street, a large land owner, was re-
sponsible for several tenant families, directing 
all farm operations with a firm yet gentle hand. 
In addition to overseeing the 1200 plus acres, 
Thomas built and operated a store. The build-
ing 1s still standing on highway 49 North. He 
found time to be a county commissioner and 
to conduct funeral services when a minister 
was unavailable. Whenever and wherever there 
was a need, Mr. Street always found time to be 
of assistance. 

When his beloved wife Bettie, passed away 
(Feb. 1907), Thomas found strength in his 

belief that God loves and cares for all persons, 
that He places no burden too har"d to bear on 
any of His children. 

" Bettie" must have been a very special 
name for Mr. Street, for in 1908 he married 
Mrs. Bettie F. Cozart, the daughter of Rev. 
Alex Walker and Harriet Walker, an equally 
happy and satisfing union. The second Mrs. 
Street was a woman of lovely character, true, 
noble and loyal to her friends. The ideal Chris-
tian life was fully exemplified in her, always so 
untiring in her efforts in religious work . 

Sadness comes to every one and the Streets 
were no exception. Bettie Cozart Street lay 
critically ill at her daughter's home in Winston-
Salem, N. C., while Thomas Street was ill at his 
home in Person County; each needing the 
other, yet unable to be together to comfort or 
console the other. Mrs. Street preceeded her 
husband in death by forty-eight hours. 

Being an astute and thrifty, though a gener-
ous man, Mr. Street had accumulated large 
land holdings. After his death this was divided 
into 22 smaller farms and sold at auction. 

Children born to Bettie Geoghegan and Thom-
as Street were: John James Street (b. Nov. 
8, 1869 d. Jan. 1942). married Ella Melcher; 
Sallie Street (b. Aug. 22, 1873 d. 1871), mar-
ried John Dee Morris; Eyye Street (b.....A.J!g ._22J · 
1873 d. June 2LI.9~}; William Thomas 
Street (b. Jan. 1, 1877, d. July 27, 1927); 
Daisy Street (b. Dec. 29, 1878 d. Aug. 8, 
1880); Norman Henderson Street (b. Oct. 28, 
1880 d. April 2, 1943), married Edith Bum-
pass; Kendall Lamberth Street (b. Jan. 13, 
1'887 d. Jan. 3, 1957), married Ophelia Pearl 
Lewis. 

Mrs. Bettie Cozart Street had by her first 
marriage, two children: Mrs. J.P. Whitehead 
and Mrs. R.B. Crawford. 



MRS. T. H. .::>TREET 
In memory of Mrs. I3ettia E. 3tree't \iho Died Last Friday Evening. 

I:lrs. Bettie E. Street, wi.fe of 'l'. H. Street, 0£ Mill Creek, N. c. 1-/as 
born July 31st 1847 and paesad into rest on Beb. 8th 1907. Sister 
.3treat 'oo!'ore her marriage was Miss Battie E. Goeghee;an of Clarksvill0i 
Va.· · Jhe was tho daughter of Dr. John and Anna Goeghagan. Her life ti 1 ~ 
young wcrnanhood was spent in her native town of Clarksville where she ~ 
posse sed a host of .friends. / She mu.st. have poaessed in girl-hood those 
beautiful qualit1o3 which made her n so popular in maturer life · as the 
writer during a pastorate there thirty years later often heard her 
referred to by tho older people or the town. On Nov 18th 1868 eha was 
happily mnrried to Mr. T. H. Street. Seven children were born to this 
unionf three girls and four boya. One while an in.fant passed on to t.he 
beautiful e)tm shore, while six with the fond husband survive her 
The children are Mr~. J. D. Morris or Roxboro, J.J. and w. 'r. Stre~t of 
Pittsburg Pa., N. H. 3traet of Magnus and Miss Evie and Kendal L. 3treet 
who rer::ain at home. 'fhirty-nine years ago this saintly mother in Iarnel 
brought as a young bride, into her husbands home a beauti.ful li.fa and 
light which held ttJt its lister even in a maturer form to tha and. Her 
home life was beautiful and exemplary. She was truly a home builder. 
Her devotion to and thoughtf14ness of her huaband were marked. Indeed 
she was a true holp-maet, and better-hall. Her temperament gave her the 
capacity to be an ideal wi.fe. As a mother she was no less true. Self 
was lost in love for her children. Tenderly and gently ahe guided the tender 
rosebuds God gave her into full blown flowers. Happily indeed ia a heme 
with such a ~1.re and mother. 
As a young bride among strangers she won har way to the hoarts of her 
adopted neighborhood.. ·rhose tiea never wanted but grew stronger all t.he 
pilgrimage till the end. .3he ,••••• poaeased t..he oonfidonea or all and 
was counted a .friend by all. Jhe knew no distinctionsi but brought a 
helping hand and neighborly heart to all. 3he was tru y a neighbor-hood 
builder. 
This was attested so fully during her last illness and at.. her burial. , 
ner many friends vied with each other in loving tokens of estae~ 1 and 
never 1-gla th8 writer seen such a large congregation at the buria.1. of a lady. 
In the early sevontyies sho pro.fessed faith in our Lord and Mastor J0sus 
Christ and was '.Japtised into the fellowship of Mill Creok church by Rev. 
J. E. Montague. :tor d0votion for the ehu:rch which began "then grew all the 
~~ay to the and. Jhe put her life ul'on the alter of dear old Mill Creek and 
gave her day3 to i~s development. 0he was a church builder even as Dorcas. 
It is however as a i-li..3aionary spirit she porhaps shown brightest. 1/hen 
the women or Mill Creek crune to themselves in miseion work they unanimously 
t.JllbflLctlllln laid hands on Sister SM"eet to be their leader. Jhe entered at 
first with a aravo heart and hand into the work, but with soma misgivings 
as to its final sucess. As the ye-ar-s passed by she gr-aw stronger in the 
work till she felt that with her !ait~ Society she could attempt a~hin.g 
for God. Navar had a .3ociety a better leader• perhaps and never had a 
lead.er a better 3oci<3tr, perhaps. Let me pause here while speaking or that 
leader to plnce alaure on the brow or that Soc18ty. She was truly a leader 
o! miseion work. ~ .3h,e ~ ~ SQ P!"O~d or per 3ociety and i!, i~ so proud 
of her. Her last conversation \11th her p~stor was about the Society. 
One of the lnet ':mrds on earth was about the Society. Truly she \'las a 
kingdom builder like Deborah. 
Of course rtuch .:i life · .. ms ready to go and thus shw expressed herDelf to 
her decJ.r hus band. l·ler pastor and .friends laid her to rest on Sunday 
nfsernoon in tho old f amily cememtery. 
Again :'-iill Cre2!;: loses a pillar 1 but God knowa best. We bo~.'1 under the 
rod end s.::i.y tlly will bw done. uod bless and keep the sorrowing ones 
till th e happy r13union on the other shore. 

FORMER MI LL CREEK --->.-
PASTOR 

I 

I ~ 

G. '!1 • ~,J • 

J __ i tt .{l tf -t-~ 
-p a.#" l-



History of My Life With N. J. Todd 

I met N. J. Todd in December of 1916 at the post office in my home 
town of Winterville, N.C. He was 28 years old and I was 23 years old. 
I was picking up my mail and N. J. walked in. I started out and someone 
said, "Nora wait." I turned to see, and this man said he wanted to meet 
me. So that was the beginning. It was around 3:00 in the afternoon. 
After I arrived home someone came to the door with a note from N. J. asking 
me for a date for that night. I dated him and it started a beautiful and 
exciting courtship. 

Before I met N. J., he was married to his first wife 9 years, she 
died at a very young age. They had a little girl name Carrie about 6 , 
years old. He lived about Smiles in the country near his home town of 
Aulander, N.C. 

N. J. was going to school at the Winterville Academy High School 
preparing himself for the ministry. It was his junior year when we met. 

We courted until May 30, 1917, and was married by my uncle, Rev. Walter B. 
Nobles,at my home, at 7:30 a.m. After the ceremony we left on the train 
for Aulander, N.C. It was a long and tiresome day. We arrived in Ahoskie, 
N.C. about noon, changed trains and had to wait until 5:00 p.m. for a train 
to Aulander. We were sent to the hotel in Ahoskie for lunch and relaxation 
until train time. When the train pulled up I was really shocked to find it 
was loaded with logs. It had one coach and about 5 or 6 people got on with 
us. The train stopped at every cross road it seems. That was one trip I'll 
never forget on the train. When we arrived at Aulander, we found a buggy 
and white horse waiting to take us out to the family home. 

We arrived at his home, found supper waiting and a few neighbors too, 
ready to eat. A delicious supper of everything you could think of, all home 
grown rood. Before we were invited into the dining room to eat, N. J. 
introduced me to everyone. He called Carrie, "Baby" to come meet me. He 

said "Baby this is your Mama." She started calling me Mama from then on. 

I thought she was the prettiest little red hair freckled face child I ever saw. 
We stayed with N. J.'s family all summer and came back to the Winterville 

Academy that fall for his senior year of schooling. I was appointed "House 
Mother" for the boys domitory. My job was to inspect the boys room for clean-
liness. The boys had to clean their own rooms, make beds and keep the room 
in an orderly manner. 
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N. J. was a good cobbler. He mended shoes, resole or rep?ired shoes 
in any way. Also, collected a few extra dollars this way. Often times the 
boys would come knocking on our door wanting a needle to se w on buttons. 
Sometimes they would bring me clothes to mend, etc. It was a happy year for 
me. School was out May 8, so we moved back to the farm with his family for 
the summer. He worked on the farm and I helped out in housework. 

The fall of 1918 came and he enrolled in Wake Forest College. With our 
first child, Frances, we moved to Wake Forest and spent four years there. 
They were four busy years. N. J. preached at near-by churches. I took a , 
Bible course at the college. We decided to take in boarders to help meet 
expenses. There was no time for nruch social life, but I can say those years 
were happy years. 

Grandpa Todd (N.J.'sfather) had pneumonia the year of 1920 and was not 
able to farm any more. N. J. had the family moved to Wake Forest .. with us. 
There was Grandpa, Grandma, Gui la and Littleton. Grandpa Todd died in 1924 
at age 72 after family moved to the Allensville community. Littleton finished 
high school at Bethel Hill and went to Wake Forest for 1 year. He moved to 
Alberquerque, New Mexico and later moved to Denver, Colorado to make his home. 
Grandma Todd died November 3, 1953 at age 83. Guila died July 24, 1941. 
Grandma Todd was bedridden for 15 years. She was an inspiration to all who 
knew her, never complaining or finding fault with anything. 

In December 1921, N. J. received a call to come to Bethel Hill to preach. 
We moved to the Beam home in May 1922, and lived there about½ year. 

Two brothers, Mr. Willie Gentry and Mr. Zackery Gentry deeded the family 
two acres of land in the Allensville community to build a house. The neighbors 
began to help with all skills it takes to build, cut logs, finish lumber, haul 
bricks and rocks, etc. In a short time the 2 story house was up. The family 
moved in, but the finishing touches were not completed unti l 1926. At this 
t i me we had 5 children, Carrie, Frances, Bessie Laura, Royal and Ellen. It 
was a busy time for all. N. J. going and coming from his pastoral work, and 
was always helping those who were less fortunate. I never knew how many to 
prepare for at mealtime. I think the Depression years were the hardest years. 
No one had any money. I can truthfully say we didn't go for the lack of some-
thing to eat. It might not have been what we wanted, but we always had 
something. We had our garden, chickens, hogs and raised cane for roolasses. 
The members shared their vegetables and meats with us. To help supplement 
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our income, N. J. taught English at Bethel Hill School and later became 
principal at Allensville School. He taught for 8 years. The Lord blessed 
us with a big family and He has cared for us well. I am thankful for all 
His blessings. 

N. J. loved his family even though there has been some hardships and 
sorrow. I never gave up my faith in God f or I have often thought of, every 
cloud has a silver lining. I was always hoping for better times. 

There came a time even the churches could hP.rdly meet expenses, so 
N. J. had an idea for the church members to plant l acre of tobacco for the 
Lord. All profits from the l acre would go towards the church. Alot of the 
church members carried this idea through. He also started Harvest Day at 
church. This was a project everyone would bring something they had grown on 
the farm to church to be sold, usually this was held in the fall. Everyone 
looked forward to this time of year. This was a great time of fellowship 
with each other, and proved to be a suc~ess to raise money. 

One day N. J. came home said he was buying a farm. Another door opened 
for us and we started farming, planted tobacco, corn and cane. N. J. would 
always pick-up someone to work or give someone a home just to have another 
hand on the farm. In addition to the big family we had this meant another 
person at the table to feed. 

Early July, 1939, N. J. found a tick on his chest. In aoout 2 weeks 
he became very sick. Dr. John Merritt came, diagnosed it as Rocky Mountain 
Spotted Fever. On July 19, 1939, he passed away. This left me in a state of 
shock. Thinking of the family I had, I prayed the Lord would see me through 
the dark days ahead. There were 4 little girls under l? years old. Jack was 
12, Royal was 17. Frances finished Meredith College in 1938 and taught school 
one year at Cliffside, N.C. Carrie married Earl Gentry and lived across the 
road from home. I did a lot of praying and in due time God answered my prayers. 
I rented the farm for 2 years, and later sold it. 

World War 11 broke out in 1941. Royal enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. 
He went in spring of 1943, and was killed on September 10, 1944. He is buried 
in the National Cemetary in Belgium. 

My life with N. J. was a busy life, but it truly was a happy life. He 
was always looking to help someone in physical need as well as those with 
spiritual needs. He knew when he was not home, I was looking after th~ needs 
there. If I had my life to live over, I would not change it. The road has been 
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nqrd but I have enjoyed it . God was always near and I trusted Him. He ~ve 

us a wonderful family of;:> boys and 8 girls. Since N. J. 's death in 1939, I 

have lost J children and 1 son-in-law. 
I live with Nancy and Jordan and I count my blessings eAch day I 1 . ~i ve. 

I th a nk God for gi Ying me my loving family Rnd my wonderful friends 01' b"lth 
churches . I love MilJ. Creek most of all :rnd love each member. The church 
loves me and I thank God for this great blessing. 

In the past I have held numerous offices in the church. I was president 

of W.M.U. and B.Y.P.U., te ac her of the NehemiP.h Todd Class, Royal Ambassador 

leader and served on various committees. 
I still have a big family of 7 children, ?6 grand-children, ?O great-

gra nd-children and 4 great-great-grand-children. 
I ,3m ?Jever lonely, I crochet for a hobby and r ad some. I have m;:ide 

OYer 500 afgha ns f0r friends and f::imily. My wlrk is in 13 states . In 

1964, I had surgery for Glocoma. I cannot see out of one eye, but thank 
God I can see enough to get around by myself ~nd crochet short periods of 

time. I :im 91 years old -at this writing and have never given up. The Lord 
has been good to me and I trust Him every day and th ank Him, for my blessing~ 

are too numerous to count. God works in mysterious ways, .snd .:.ill that has 
happened in my life h8s been His will. He never makes mistakes. 

My prayer is that God will continue to bless Mill Creek Baptist Church 

a nd all its members. 

Submitted by: 

Nora Todd 

"everrno Nenem1an Jacl\son I oda 
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