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' First B~tist Church celebrate 200th anniversary 

AHOSKIE~ The First Baptist other memorabilia. 
Church of Ahoskie~- Any persons who has infor 
brating their 200th anniversary mation he or she feels may be 
in 2004. helpful to the Bicennential 
The Bicentennial Planning Committee is asked to contact 

Committee would like to Anita Thompson, Minister or 
request the help of the commu- Family Enrichment at First 
nity in gathering items of his- Baptist Church, P.O. Box 649, 
torical significance such as Ahoskie, NC (252) 332-4003. 
photos, printed materials or 
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jicH~hurch ~ 
project 
helps the 
needy 

Volunteer effort 
set for Saturday 

FROM PAGe JA "Our message is simple, real 
ly," Croom concluded, "we 
hope our towns and community 
will discover there is a love the 
churches have for the people, as 
well as a desire to minister to 
those in need." 
Croom encourages those 

interested in volunteering their 
time on Saturday to call his 
church at 332-4003 for sign-up 
and task assignments. 

utilizing wood for heat. 
Participating churches 

include Ahoskie Christian 
Center, Ahoskie United 
Methodist Church, First Baptist 
Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, New Ahoskie Baptist 
Church, Pleasant Plains Baptist 
Church, St. Charles Catholic 
Church and St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church. • - 

BY MARY KATHERINE CREEL 
Staff Writer 

AHOSKIE - Members from 
eight area churches will come 
together on Saturday, volun 
teering their time and service 
towards a community-based 
project known as "Operation In 
As Much." 
The dream, built upon the 

efforts of Dr. Jesse Croom and 
former Hertford County High 
School teacher, Lee Wilson, 
aims to fulfill the teachings of 
Jesus, as described in Matthew 
25:30-46. 
As Pastor of Fjg;t Ba12tist 

Church, Ahoskie, Croom 
des~ the extension of 
Saturday's project and the pro 
posed forms of outreach it will 
take. 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m., 

church members will congre- · 
gate at Ahoskie United 
Methodist for breakfast and a 
devotional, before dispersing 
themselves throughout the area, 
each assigned to various tasks. 
Many will remain at the 

church, where they will work 
together on assembling hygiene 
kits, designed for shut-ins, 
elderly and disabled citizens, 
and "Newborn Kits", which 
include baby clothes, blankets 
and other items to aid needy 
families, or single parents as 
they bring their infant home 
from Roanoke-Chowan 
Hospital. 
Volunteers will also work on 

a popular service project, 
which involves sewing pillows 
for the comfort of patients dur 
ing their chemotherapy and 
dialysis treatments. 
"We deliver the pillows to 

the hospital here," Croom ( 
added, "which in turn, distrib 
utes them among their patients. 
We've had quite a positive 
response from patients, telling 
us the pillows reall made them 
feel more comfortable during 
long and cumbersome proce 
dures." 
Other volunteer teams will 

be assigned to community-out 
reach projects, some of which 
will include yard work for shut 
ins, home repair and construc 
tion projects, such as building 
wheelchair ramps and replac 
ing rotting steps, as well as dis 
tribution of firewood; cut, split 
and delivered to homes of those 
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OVER 200 KIDS TURN OUT FOR BIBLE SCHOOL 
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Under Construction was the theme to 
this year's Vacation Bible School 
held at First Baptist Church of 
Ahoskie June 12-16. The efforts put 
forth by First Baptist, St. Thomas 
Episcopal, First Presbyterian, United 
Methodist, St. Charles Catholic and 
Church at the Crossroads resulted in 
an enrollment of 207 children. To fur 
ther those efforts, the theme took on 
a deeper meaning ... it involved giving 
to Habitat for Humanity. In the end, 
the 207 children walked away know 
ing they had each personally aidded 
the local Habitat by contributing over 
$700. Top Photo: The money was 
presented by the "paint can crew" to 
Barbara Smith (second from right), 
president of the Hertford County 
Chapter of Habitat. Left Photo: 
Father Steve Worsley holds up the 
portion of funds contributed in the 
name of St. Charles Catholic Church 
as parents of, and construction crew 
members join in the celebration. The 
total summ of money contributed will 
be used on the Habitat's latest pro 
ject in Murfreesboro. 

(;;ONTRIBUTED PHOTOS 
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First Baptist Church of Ahoskie recently held a Golden Celebration featuring members of the 
church who had been married 50 years or more. 

Marriage theme of celebration 
AHOSKIE - ··we believe in 

marriage" was the theme of a 
Golden Celebration at First Baptist 
Church of Ahoskie on Oct. 7. 
The occasion was an opportunity 

for the church to recognize· and 
rejoice with those couples who 
have been married 50 years or 
more. 
In First Baptist Church there are 

28 couples who have been married 
50 years or more. Twenty-six of 
them were present for the Golden 

Celebration. The number of years 
of marriage ranged from 50 to 63; 
and totaled. represented 1489 years 
of marriage. 
During the dinner attended by 

one 175 persons. Bob Brown and 
his band played tunes popular m 
the 30s and 40s and women of the 
Vocal Ensemble sang "Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy," a tune popular 
during World War II. 
The pastor. Dr. Jesse Croom. led 

in an informal renewal of \OWS for 

the couples. using an adaptation of 
a wedding ceremony like used in 
the 40s and 50s. The renewal was 
closed with George Eliot's words: 
"What greater thing is there for two 
human souls than to feel that they 
are joined for life - to strengthen 
each other in all labor. to rest on 
each other in all sorrow. to mini .ter 
to each other in all pain, to be one 
with each other in silent, un 
speakable memories at the moment 
of the last parting ." 
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FBC celebrating 
, 200th anniversary 

AHOSKIE - Th-l: first Baptist 
Church of Ahoskie willbe cel 
ebrating their 200th anniver 
sary in 2004. ·J~ ~\:.-!? 
The Bicentennial Planfiing 

Committee would like to 
request the help of the commu 
nity in gathering items of his 
torical significance such as 
photos, printed materials or 
other memorabilia. 
Any persons who has infor 

mation he or she feels may be 
helpful to the Bicennential 
Committee is asked to contact 
Anita Thompson, Minister or 
Family Enrichment at First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 649, 
Ahoskie, NC (252) 332-4003. 
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First Baptist Church to have 
190th anniversary Sunday 
AHOSKIE - The 190th anni 

versary of First Baptist Church of 
Ahoskie will be celebrated with a 
special homecoming worship ser 
vice at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 23. 
Nine former First Baptist Church 

members who have gone into the 
ministry will be the guest speakers. 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse Croom, the 
host pastor, will conduct the ser 
vice. 
Following the service, members 

and guests will have a homecoming 
dinner at the church. 
Historical exhibits have been 

prepared to help celebrate this sig 
nificant milestone in the life of 
Ahoskie's first church. 
Eighty-nine years before the town 

was incorporated, a group of people 
living in what is now Ahoskie or 
ganized First Baptist Church. Most 
of them were members of Meherrin 
Baptist Church of Murfreesboro. 
The site of their first church was at 
what is now Catherine Creek Road 
and Church Street, the current loca 
tion of First Presbyterian Church. 



(See Notes Other Side) 

CHURCHES IN NORTH CAROLINA BEGUN PRIOR TO 1830 
As named by Morgan Edwards, John Asplund, G. W. Paschal or others 

l. Name* __ *_*---'-'------------- Date of Constitution ---------''-------'--- 

2. Name If changed. Date of change _ 

3. Location. Name of County when Constituted -~---"---1--+l _ 
I 

4. Location. Name of County at present time-------------------- 

5. Name of Association with which originally affiliated---------------- 

_______________ Name in l960_L;~/-~-=~'-) ~_- _ 

6. Type of Church; General Baptist, Particular, _ 

Separate, Regular, _....ther, _ 

7. Is the church by either name listed in Convention Annual in 1959 or 1960? 
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BCAC TO SPONSOR 
HANDEL'S MESSIAH 

The Beaufort County Arts Coun 
cil will sponsor a performance of 
Handel's MESSIAH on Sunday 
afternoon, December 3, at the First 
Christian Church. Paricipation in 
the holiday concert is open to choir 
members of all area churches and 
other interested persons. 
Director of the concert will be 

Don Gober, minister of music at 
Ahoskie's First B~ist Church, 
assisted by Susan Coiner, and 
accompanied by Sylvia McCreary 
at the organ. 
An organizational meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 5, 8:30 p.m., at the First 
Christian Church, which will give 
all participants an opportunity to 
meet the director, receive music 
(Coopersmith arrangement, $5.95), 
and review rehearsal schedule. 
Attendance at this meeting is a pre 
requisite for participation in the 
performance. 
Rehearsals will begin Thursday, 

September 6, 7:30-9:30 p.m., and 
continue each Thursday thereafter 
at the First Christian Church. 
For more information, call Betti 

Bonner Cooper, 927-3377 after Au 
gust 20. 



2 Friday, December 9, 1977 · The 

Two special services set 
at First Baptist Sunday 
AHOSKIE - There will be two 

special programs at the Ahoskie First 
Baptist Church Sunday. 
Mrs. John Poe will be speaker at 11 

a.m. for the conclusion of Week of 
Prayer for Foreign Missions. 
At 7:30 p.m., Dr. Philip C. Cheng is 

scheduled to speak in the last of the 
series of programs in observance of the 
Week of Prayer and Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 
Mrs. Poe and her husband are 

missionaries stationed in 
Johannesburg, Africa and are on leave 
of absence. 
Before going to Africa, the Poes were 

living in Lorenzo Marques, 
Mozambique, where political unrest 
forced their evacuation from the city. 
In Johannesburg, Poe has served as 

pastor of First Portuguese Baptist 
Church, Troyeville. The couple has also 
served in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Mrs. Poe 
was president of the Woman's 
Missionary Union group and taught 
religious education at the Baptist 
Seminary in Sao Paulo. 
Born in Knoxville, Tenn., Mrs. Poe, 

the former Jean Howard, moved to 
Porstmouth, Va., when a teen-ager. 
She is a graduate of Carson-Newman 

College at Jefferson City, Tenn with a 
B.A. degree . 

.:: Before going to Brazil, she was a 
stenographer for the U.S. Navy at 
Portsmouth and educational worker in 
North Carolina churches. 
Dr. Cheng is on the graduate faculty 

of the School of Business of East 
Carolina University. A native of 
Hangchow, China, Dr. Cheng studied at 

• Chaistung University and at Meigi 
University in Japan. when he came to 

the United States, he continued his 
studies at Oklahoma University and 
Louisiana State University. He taught 
in Tennessee and Illinois before joining 
the fauclty at ECU in 1975. 
He is involed in several activities at 

Immanuel Baptist Church in Greenville 
where he is a member. 
The Rev. Irby B. Jackson, former 

pastor of the Greenville church now 
serving as interim pastor at First 
Baptist, invites the public to attend both 
services. 
~urfreesboro: Roa;oke-Chowan 
-----,~News-Herald __. 
Murphy: Cherokee Scout 
Nashville Graphic 
Newland: Avery Journal 
Newton: Observer-News-Enterprise 
North Wilksboro: Journal-Patriot 
Oxford Ledger 
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hour Sunday, June 13. 
A native of Mississippi, Dr. Cothen is 

a graduate of Mississippi College and 
the New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He holds honorary Doctor 
degrees from five major colleges and 
universities. 
Prior to coming to his present 

position, Dr. Cothen had served as 
pastor, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the California Baptist Convention, 
president of Oklahoma Baptist 
University and president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Among his many denominational 

activities, he has served as trustee of 
the Foreign Mission Board, first vice 
president, Southern Baptist 
Convention; and on the Executive 
Committee of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 
From Ahoskie, Dr. Cothen will be 

attending the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Norfolk June 15-17 where 
he will speak to the annual meeting of 
the Sunday School Board. 
"It is indeed an honor to welcome this 

distinguished churchman and Christian 
educator to the pulpit of the First 
Baptist Church," said Dr. Billy T. 
Mobley, resident pastor. 

First Baptist to hear 
Dr. Grady C. Cothen 

AHOSKIE - Dr. Frady C. Cothen, 
president of the Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention will be 
guest minister at the Ahoskie First 
Baptist Church for the 11 a.m. worship 

Dr. Grady C. Cothen 



HIGHTLIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF AHOSKIE 

June 14; 1964 

Brother Pastor, Brethren and Sisters in Christ: 

It is indeed a privilege ahd an honor to speak to you on this subject. 

It is a priv.ilege to tell you what I think of you, and an honor to relate 

some of the achievements of this church during the past one hundred and sixty 

years. I wish to express ray appreciation to the church for giving me the 

opportunity to serve our Lord with you for twenty-six years and nine months. 

WHAT I THINK OF YOU ! 

You are and have been through the years a great church. Your record 

shows that you have been and are outstanding. 

I. THIS CHURCH WAS WELL BORN. It came into being with two great New Testa- 

ment movements, evangelism and modern missions. The famous horseback ride of 
U.,r~C/ 

Lemuel Burkitt to Kentucky~where he had heard that a revival was in progress, 

was probably the real beginning of this church. He returned to North Carolina 

with his ~oul on fire for God and the revival spirit spread like wild fire 

throughout the eastern part of our State. This church was first a Mission - 

Point of the Heherrin Church and probably grew out of this revival in 1802 

or l.8o3; and then organiztMi -4-nto a church in 1804 with 6 7 members. A log 

building was erected for the Mission and that was replaced very soon with a 

larger one after the church was organized. 

The second great movement that began just before the organization of the 

church, and probably had a wonderful inf.luence upon the church, was the Modern 

Mission Movement in England and soon spread to America. William Cary went to 

Calcutta in 1793 and Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice to Burma in 1812. Rippon's 

Register, a Baptist paper published in London, was distributed regularly in the 

Kehukee Association. So the mission spirit was mingled with the evangelistic 

spirit, which wa.s indeed fortunate. So throughout the history this church has 

been evangelistic and missionary, which every church should be. 

II. YOU ARE A GREAT CHURCH BECAUSE THROUGH THE YEARS YOU HAVE· HAD GREAT LEADERS. 

Elder Hillary Norris wa.s the first.pastor. (Preachers were called "elders" 

until about the turn of the century, 1900.) Norris was a member of the Meherrin 

Baptist Church until Ahoskia was organized. He was called to be pastor and 

was ordained by 11eherrin. He was pastor for twenty-one years. This First 

Church was received into the Kehukee Association in 1805; and was one of 

eighteen churches to form the Chowan Association in 1806. The first gi~s 

of the church were reported in shillings and pence, and that continued to 1813. 

The pas tor died in lj25. The next three years the church was without a pastor 

but the nmnbers baptized were enc9uraging, 16, 10, 6. 



the free Negroes. 

The Elder George Williams was called and served the church for eight years. 

When he left the church there were 182 members. In the year 1833 the Chowan 

Association met with Ahoskie for the first time. 

Elder John Nowell of Colerain was called to be pastor in the latter part 

of 1836 and remained with the church until his death in 1859--twenty-three 

years. This was one of the greatest pastorates in the history of the church. 

Here are some of the numbers of baptisms as reported in the Minutes of the 

Chowan Association' - 59, 31, 22, 71, 54, 34, 53, 31, 49, 25 and his last 

year 27. He was an evangelistic pastor. In 1844 the first Sunday School was 

reported with 90 members. During 1846 the third meeting house was erected. 

The first Negro members were reported - 32 - in 1842. In ten years the 

number had grown to 114. In 1854 about half of the Negro members got letters 

of dismission to organize Pleasant Plains Baptist Church. Most of these were 

Dr. A. Jack Askew, an honored member of this church, wasAclerk of the 
(o 

Chowan Association for~ years. Another outstanding member of this church 

was W. w. Mitchelle. These two were prominent servants of the Lord for many 

years. Both of them were strong supporters of Chowan and Wake Forest Colleges. 

Elder B. B. Williams of Ma.rs Hill was called to be pastor .following the 

death of Elder Nowell and served four years. He was the Civil War pastor and 

at the same time was a lieutenant in the Con.federate Army. At the meeting 

of the Chowan Associ9tion in 1862 he read his report on Periodicals and then 

asked for a collection to pay for Recorders for the soldiers in service. 

The collection amounted to $38.00. The next year another offering was asked 

for by Brother Williams and it amounted to $332.30 in Con.federate money. 

Elder Williams' interest in his men probably accounts for the use of the 

church building and grounds by the soldiers during the War. 

Captain J.M. c. Luke was reported a member of this church in 1860 and 

was called as pastor in 1864. The dark period of 1862 and '63 was not to 

remain so. In 1864 a great revival swept the church and community, when 113 

people were baptized, the largest number ever baptized in one year by this 

church. Evidently a part of this harvest was due to the sowing of Recorders 

among the soldiers by Brother Williams during the \Jar days. Captain Luke was 

pastor for five years, 1864 through 1868. 

The New Negro Baptist Church in Ahoskie was organized in 1866. There 

were 115 Negro members of this church and 114 of them got letters at the same 

time to organize their church. This same year the Chowan Association m9t 

with Ahoskie the second time. At this session the question was asked, 11What 

shall we do about Negro members in the white churches?" Dr. A. McDowell, 



R.R. Overby and Dr. John Mitchell were appointed a committee to answer this 

question. The next day the following answer was given: "Your committee- 

recommend that those who wish to retain their rrembership in our churches be 

permitted to do so with the same status as heretofore; and those who nay wish 

to join us be received on the same terms. To those who wish to withdraw in 

order to form churches of their own, we advise our churches to grant letters 

of dismission and ~ogive them sympathy and assistance so far as practical in 

organizing regular churches fpr themselves. 11 (End of quote) 
0-}~eo. 

Dr. John MitchellAwas the only preacher to serve the church in two pas- 

torates, three years the first time and fourteen years later, he served two 

11a gentle, pure-hearted soul - a man of large common sense, a devoteQ__Chf istian. 11 

~~ 
to have these two well traine4' and educated men 

more years or five in all. He was known among the brethren as the "be Loved 

disciple11, He was an able man and a great servant of the Lord. He contributed 

freely of his means to the support of Wake Forest College, Chowan College and 

our Orphanage at Thomasville. He built a cottage on the campus at Chowan and 

lived in it for some time. 

Dr.· Robert R. Savage of Como bad the third longest pastorate, 1872 - 1885, 

fourteen years. Prof. Mills of Wake Forest College said of him that he was 

Th_ia chu.:r:eh was most .fOZ"tunate 

:f"or about twenty years. In 1883 the ~!est Chowan Association was organized with 

the Baptist churches in Bertie County, Hertford and Northampton - eighteen of 

them. Following Dr. Savage, Dr. Mitchell came back for his second pastorate. 

Elder H. T. Williams was next and was here for two years, 1888 and 1889. 

The church for the first time went to half-time preaching, at a salary of $350.00 0-{J't/u., ~-0 
Only t~a.churcheR in the Association gave their pastors more, Mt. Tabor $400.00 

and Ross ~l450.00. About this time the .first .Missionary Society was organized 

with .Hrs. Betty Vann as president. In 1888 the West Chowan Association voted 

to adopt Hr. and Mrs. T. c. Britton as its missionaries to China. That same 

year ¥Jrs. Lillian Bright Chastian went to Mexico - all three from the West 

Chowan Association. This caused greatly increased interest in Foreign Missions 

in this Association. 

In 1889 a post office was established at Ahoskie. For 85 years "Ahoskie" 

meant only the church, but now there is to be a distinction, church or post 

office and town. 

Rev. Braxton Graig, brother to Governor Lock Craig, of Bertie County, was 

called to the church in 1890 and remained with the church until 1895. The 

church built the first pastorts home and sold it the next year to Mr. Craig. 

He bad the first mid-week prayer meeting •.. Mr. Craig seems to have been the 

third pastor to live here at the church. Th~.others. were Hillary Morris and 



Captain J.M. C. Luke. The church made remarkable progress with absentee 

pastors for most of the time. 

Because of ill-health Elder J. K. Fant was here as pastor only one and 

one-half years, 1896-1897. He came from Anderson, s. C. and returned there. 

The first organ was purchased while he was here; ¥.trs, Fant and her daughter, 

Mae, were the organists. Also the first Training Union was organized while 

he was here. 

Rev. R. D. Cross of Windsor, was pastor for three years, 1898-1900. 

W.W. (Billie) Mitchell gave two acres of land in 1898 for a home for the 

pastor, where the old home now stands on Catherine Creek Read. The Association 

met with Ahoskie for the fourth time in 1899. This was a great session and 

the Recorder reported that 2500 to 3000 were present. Because of hard times 

the church dropped back to having preaching once a month at a salary of ~175.00. 

Rev. L. M. Curtis came to the church as pastor in January 1901 from 

Aulander, and rermined for seven yea.rs - until his health failed him. In 

August of 1901 the church gave him an indefinite call for two Sundays a month 

at a salary of 8>350.00 a year. Mr. Curtis resigned in the fa.1.1. df;l907 be 

cause of poor health. He was an able man and did a good work. In 1904 the 

church was 100 years old and it then was in the midst of a growing town with 

a sjtu::ttinn t.h::l~ was~ challenge to anyone. 

Rev. M. A. Adams came to Ahoskie as pastor in 1908 from VJinton and re 

JM.ined for three years. It was during his pastorate that the church building, 

now the Presbyterian church, was erected. Mr. Adams was the first pastor to 

suggest that the church should be moved to another site nearer the center of 

town. 

• 

Rev. C. L. Dowell served as pastor from 1911through1917, or eight 

years. He was a saintly man and greatly loved. He left the church in fine 

shape. In 1913 the church voted to donate an acre of land for a hospital site. 

In 1914 Brother Dowell secured pledges and cash for a hospital, but the out 

break of the First World War stopped all that and the money was refunded. 

Brother Dowell's pastorate was a fruitful one. He also saw the need to move 

the church to a site more centrally located. 

Then followed Rev. F. T. Collins, Reidsville, and he was with the church 

for three years, 1918-1921. YJr. Collins was an able man and quite a debater 

in college. He was a man of strong convictions and he fearlessly expressed 

them, which caused him to be very much loved by some and disliked by others • 

In 1919 the church went to full time preaching at a salary of ~~1800,00 and 

built a new home for the pastor. This was the first full time pr eachfng , 



Rev, E, J. Isenhower was pastor from 1922-1924. He came from the 

Evangelistic Department of the Home Mission Board. Brother Isenhower was 

a good preacher but he got the reaction from the former pastorate. 

My pastorate followed from January, 1925 until October, 1951. You know 

about that but I will tell you a little later about moving the church and 

erecting this building. 

You have been fortunate in the last two men that you have had as pastors, 

Rev. W. P. Hilne and Rev. Isaac Terrell. They are both strong men and leaders 

among the pa s t.oz-s , Brother Milne is gone and is leading his church in a great 

way at Newport News. Brother Terrell is loved here and doing a fine job and 

I hope you will support him as any great church should support its pastor. 

Brother Terrell is the nineteenth pastor of this church. The new educational 

annex was erected at a cost of ~112,000.00 in 1956 - '57 while Brother Milne 

was pastor. 

III. YOU ARE A GREAT CHURCH BECAUSE OF YOUR MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 

In 1818 the church pledged at the Chowan Association ,;?l.00 for Foreign 

Missions and that was paid and reported the next year. There was a gradual 

increase in interest in missions until about the turn of the century, 1900. 

In 1917 the church letter showed that the church had contributed ~1077.00 to 

missions and benevolences. Three years later, 1920, the gifts amounted to 

~4478.00 for the same objects. This was the first year that gifts to Foreign 

Missions amounted to as much as $1000,00. This was the first year of the 

Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign. 

The Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign was put on in the fall of 1919 

and that was the beginning of larger giving by Southern Baptists, and especi- . 
ally by this church. The goal for Ahoskie was $16,500.00 and this was over- 

paid by ~:>6,11,5.oo, a total of $22, 726.00, This was a fine record for this 

church as the depression of 1920 caused thousands of churches in the Southern 

Convention not to even reach their goals in payments. The Campaign closed 

with 1925 and the Cooperative Program came into operation. This was the great- 

est plan for giving ever devised by any denomination. 

The records show that this church continued to give in a real liberal 
Q..t_..~~ 

way,~more for missions and benevolences than for local expenses. This is al- 

ways a worthy goal to strive for, provided it takes care properly of the local 

expenses. It may be born in mind that this church was very fortunate in being 

in a growing young town and fine members were coming to join here from the 

country churches around. 

During the 1930's there was the worst depression that we have ever known, 

and at that time we were erecting this building. Even with these two situations 



upon us, this church gave from 1928 to 1937, the period of building the church, 

72% as much was given for missions as we used for ourselves, not counting the 

building program. After the church debt was paid in 1943, the church went 

back to giving more for missions than was used locally. Of course, the budget 

of the church was not nearly as great as now. The church building was dedicated 

on April 8-11, 1943. For several years this church stood from about the 25th 

to the 30th church in the state in the amount contributed to missions. Since 

1952 you ba.ve continued your splendid spirit of giving. Last year this church 

reported as having given for missions one-sixth of all that the West Chowan 

Association gave to this object; and you were the 35th church in the amount 

given in the North Carolina Baptist State Convention. 

IV. CONSTRUCTING THE NEW BUILDING, 1928-1937. - JUA..-u J~ - 
Prior to 1925 the town of Ahoskie had become badly divided over the 

location of the present school building, the east side against the west side 

of the railroad. The Baptist church was here 85 years before there was any 

town. When the railroad was put through, the stetion was located one-half 

mile west of the church and at first the town grew towards the church. So 

the east side was the first settled. \Jhen the west side of the railroad be- 

gan to develop, this caused a strong rivalry between the two sides. Whatever 

came up in the tovm, what one side wanted, the other side did not want. This 

rivalry was carried into the church life. When I came here in January of 1925, 

I was told that there would have been a new church building long before if it 

had not been for this division. 

The first move made towards a new building was on December 20, 1925. The 

last vote to purchase this present site was two years and four months later, 

April 17, 1927. During this time eight motions were before the church in re 

ference to a site and a new building. Possibly it was best that the church 

was not hasty in reaching the final decision to buy this Leary Lot. 

On the second Sunday in May of 1927 the church raised ~~3000.00 to pay 

on the lot and gave note for $2000.00 which the Ladies' Aid Society paid in 

October. Let me tell you about raising the $3000.00. At the morning ser 

vice about $2200.00 was paid in cash and pledges to be paid soon. That 

afternoon ~~200.00 more were pledged. As the pastor walked on the pulpit 

platform that night for the evening service, a child walked up and handed 

him a slip of paper which proved to be a check signed by W. A. Baker with 

the request that he fill.it out for the amount needed to make the $3000.00. 

This proved to be a most successful day for the Ahoskie Baptist Church. The 

first test ,had been fully met. The Building Committee that was appointed 

consisted of Dr. c. G. Powell, Chairman, J. Bailey Barnes, A. 11. Brown, 



' 

R.R. Copeland, F. D. Flythe, C. c. Hoggard, and G. J. Newbern. Brother 

Copeland is the only survivor of the Committee. 

The first dirt was moved on Tuesday, January 24, 1928, b~' Brother H. L. 

Harrell. The plan for building was to borrow enough money to get the roof on 

when once the construction was started, then to "pay-as-you-go." Only ~20,000.00 

was borrowed and tba. t from the Town of Ahoskie. 

Just here I wish to pay loving tribute to the Ladies of the Aid Society of 

the church, which was operating sometime before I came. The women worked and 

paid long before there was any building in sight. They worked on in faith. I 

am happy to say that no church ever had finer women, and a large group of them, 

than this church had and has now. They worked as an organization until the - 

church was paid for and then went out of business. In this connection let me 

say also that I found a strong Missionary Society here when I came and all 

through the years the women have been strong supporters of missions and the 

chw.·Qh~ Tbe society has been a great spiritual force in the church. 

Now back to the building. Work was begun in March, 1n8, with Calvin 

Johnson of Portsmouth, Va., in charge of the construction. Van Leeuwen of 

Norfolk, of the firm of Rudolph, Cook and Van Leeuwen was the architect. Great 

effort was made in the preparation of the plans to get just what we needed. 

The roof was completed in the fall of 1928; the windows were then boarded up 

i:tnrl t.he work ceased. The .-_1ouds of the worse financial depression since the 

Civil War were rjf'ing and work on the building was slow. But some work was 

done from ~1me to time, with men meeting there at night and doing some work 

wiMl their own hands, and in May of 1930 the ground floor of the building was 

completed. The first service in the base~Ent was held the third Sunday in 

May of 1930. The Sunday school annex was only lathed, but we were happy to 

use them with all the noise. Before too long these rooms were plastered and 

that helped considerably. In 1935 the auditorium or sanctuary was completed 

and the first service was held in it on the third Sunday in December. That 

was another great day with us. On April 27, 1937 the announcement was ma.de 

tha. t t~struction on\ the .building_:was ,po.mplet,ed, nine years .since it was 
~ &tJj- ~J f<L-&, ~ ~ ~~~ &L&t..~~ ~ 19~?, 

begun.~ The lot cost ~5000.00 and the building cost ~70,000.00. Bear in mind 

that money was scarce and labor cheap. 

Let me tell you a few things about the inside of this sanctuary. The 

beautiful painting back of the baptistry was given to the church by sheriff 

Charles W. Parker in honor of his mother Mrs. H. u. Griffith. It was given 

in the fall of 1941. The painting was done by Mrs. l'fJary Ann Cosby of Bowie, 

Texas. She told 100 that it was the largest painting that she ever did outside 

of the church. It is a painting of the Jordan River, twenty-three miles north 



This beautiful set of pulpit furniture was given to the church by Brother 

of the Sea of Galilee. The road on the right, that you see, is the same road 

that Paul traveled on his way to Darrascus when he was going to persecute the 

Christians and was converted to Jesus Christ. The picture was taken by a 

native missionary of Nazareth and he was an employee of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. The four figures in the large window in the front of the church 

represent Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jchn, starting from the left side. Now look 

at the top of the baptistry for four arrows pointing heavenward from the 

baptistry. We used the baptistry for four years before it was completed. 

The scaffolding was all up in here and the baptistry looked very high. There 

were no pulpit and choir platforms here. Some of the good women came to me 

and said, "Brother Creech, the baptistry is too high." I told them that I 

would be glad to convey their message to the architect, Mr. Van Leeuwen; that 

he was a Baptist deacon. \'Jhen I delivered the message, he said to me, "It is 

a Baptist church, isn't it?" I told him that it was, and he replied by saying 

"Why not make the baptis try the most prominent thing in the church?" The 

architectural design is that the auditorium is the body, then shoulders and 

heading up with the baptistry. 

May I say here that I have never seen another painting back of a baptistry 

as pretty as this one. Also I can say that I have never seen another sanctuary 

as worshipful to me as this one. The beautiful lines are outstanding. 

Walter Curtis as a memorial to two former pastors, Rev. L. M. Curtis and Rev. 

C. L. Dowell, his father and father-in-law. 

The moving of the church to this site and erecting the building were a 

unifying experience. We were sorry to loose a few of our fine people, but the 

moving proved to be a great blessing for the church. For twenty years beginning 

in 1930 there was a beautiful spirit of harmony and cooperation in the church; 

and I truly hope the same spirit prevails now - certainly it should. 

There are two regrets in connection with nzy- pastorate and in connection 

with the history of the church. First, in the 160 years only one preacher has 

gone out from this church, David Leary and he within the last few years. One 

other entered the ministry after he left Ahoskie, Dallas Greene. For many years 

prayers were offered often that the Lord might call some of the young people of 

this church into His service. However, it is gratifying that a good number of 

our fine young people have entered many walks or vocations of life, - doctors (11),. 
Q_ &Ci.A-~~~ 

dentists, optometrists, chemist, geologists, meteorogolist, navy and one~ 

~ bankers, many teachers, pharmacists, etc. 

The second disappointment is that more of you have not seen the opportunity 
~ 

for real mission work in the Creech Memorial Church, your youngest and eigath 



HIGHTLIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF AHOSKIE 

June 14, 1964 

Brother Pastor, Brethren and Sisters in Christ: 

~It is indeed a privilege and an honor to speak to you on this subject. 

It is a privilege to tell you what I think of you, and an honor to relate 

some of the achievements of this church during the past one hundred and sixty 

years. I wish to express my appreciation to the church for giving me the 

opportunity to serve our Lord with you for twenty-six years and nine months. 

vJ1IAT I THINK OF YOU J 

You are and have been through the years a great church. Your record 

shows that you have been and are outstanding. 

I. THIS CHURCH WAS WELL BORN. It came into being with two great New Testa- 

ment movements, evangelism and modern missions. The famous horseback ride of 
;_,.,J } g '° I 

Lemuel Burkitt to Kentucky, where he had heard that a revival was in progress, 
~ . 

was probably the real beginning of this church. He returned to North Carolina 

with his coul on fire for God and the revival spirit spread like wild fire 

throughout the eastern part of our State. This church was first a Mission. 

Point of the Heherrin Church and probably grew out of this revival in 1802 

or 1803; and then organized into a church in 1804 with 67 members. A log 

building was erected for the Mission and that was replaced very soon with a 

larger one after the church was organized. 

The second great movement that began just before the organization of the 

church, and probably had a wonderful influence upon the church, was the Modern 

Mission Movement in England and soon spread to America. William Cary went to 

Calcutta in 1793 and Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice to Burma in 1812. Rippon's 

Register, a Baptist paper published in London, was distributed regularly in the 

Kehukee Association. So the mission spirit was mingled with the evangelistic 

spirit, which was indeed fortunate. So throughout the history this church has 

been evangelistic and missionary, which every church should be. 

II. YOU ARE A GREAT CHURCH BECAUSE THROUGH THE YEARS YOU HAVE· HAD GREAT LEADERS. 

Elder Hillary Morris was the first.pastor. (Preachers were called "elders" 

until about the turn of the century, 1900.) Norris was a member of the Meherrin 

Baptist Church until Ahoskie. was organized. He was called to be pastor and 

was ordained by 11eherrin. He was pastor for twenty-one years. This First 

Church was received into the Kehukee Association in 1805; and was one of 

eighteen churches to form the Chowan Association j,n 1806. The first gi~s 

of the church were reported in shilling·~ and pence, and that continued to 181). 
' . 

The p:i.stor died in 1925. The next three years the church was without a pastor 

but the numbers baptized were encouraging, 16, 10, 6. 



Elder John Nowell of Colerain was called to be pastor in the latter part 

The Elder George Williams was called and served the church for eight years. 

When he left the church there were 182 members. In the year 1833 the Chowan 

Association mat with Ahoskie for the first time. 

of 1836 and remained with the church until his death in 1859--twenty-three 

years. This was one of the greatest pastorates in the history of the church. 

Here are some of the numbers of baptisms as reported in the Minutes of the 

Chowan Association, - 59, 31, 22, 71, 54, 34, 53, 31, 49, 25 and his last 

year 27. He was an evangelistic pastor. In 1844 the first Sunday School was 

reported with 90 members. During 1846 the third meeting house was erected. 

The first Negro members were reported - 32 - in 1842. In ten years the 

number had grown to 114. In 1854 about half of the Negro members got letters 

of dismission to organize Pleasant Plains Baptist Church. Most of these were 

the free Negroes. v~-;;;f 
Dr. A. Jack Askew, an honored member of this church, wa~ clerk of the 

Chowan Association for~ years. Another outstanding member of this church 

was W. w. Mitchelle. These two were prominent servants of the Lord for ma.ny 

years. Both of them were strong supporters of Chowan and Wake Forest Colleges. 

Elder B. B. Williams of Ma.rs Hill was called to be pastor .following the 

death of Elder Nowell and served four years. He was the Civil War pastor and 

at the same time was a lieutenant in the Confederate Army. At the meeting 

of the Chowan Associstion in 1862 he read his report on Periodicals and then 

asked for a collection to pay for Recorders for the soldiers in service. 

The collection amounted to $38.00. The next year another offering was asked 

for by Brother Williams and it amounted to $332.30 in Confederate money. 

Elder Williams' interest in his men probably accounts for the use of the 

church building and grounds by the soldiers during the War. 

Captain J.M. c. Luke was reported a member of this church in 1860 and 

was called as pastor in 1864. The dark period of 1862 and 163 was not to 

remain so. In 1864 a great revival swept the church and community, when 113 

people were baptized, the largest number ever baptized in one year by this 

church. Evidently a part of this harvest was due to the sowing of Recorders 

among the soldiers by Brother Williams during the \Jar days. Captain Luke was 

pastor for five years, 1864 through 1868. 

The New Negro Baptist Church in Ahoskie was organized in 1866. There 

were 115 Negro members of this church and 114 of them got letters at the same 

time to organize their church. This same year the Chowan Association net 

with Ahoskie the second time. At this session the question was asked, 11What 

shall we do about Negro members in the white churches?" Dr. A. McDowell, 



Dr. Robert R. Savage of Como bad the third longest pastorate, 1872 - 1885, 

R.R. Overljy and Dr. John Mitchell were appointed a committee to answer this 
, . 

question. The next day the following answer was given: "Your committee-- 

recommend that those who wish to retain their rrembership in our churches be 

permitted to do so with the same status as heretofore; and those who ms.y wish 

to join us be received on the same terms. To those who wish to withdraw in 

order to form churches of their own, we advise our churches to grant letters 

of disrnission and to give them sympathy and assistance so far as practical in 

organizing regular churches for themselves." (End of quote) 
~~ 

Dr. John Mitchelli~s the only ~reacher to serve the church in two pas- 
.1 

torates, three years the first time and fourteen years later, he served two 

more years or five in all. He was known among the brethren as the "beloved 

disciple", He was an able man and a great servant of the Lord. He contributed 

freely of his means to the support of Wake Forest College, Chowan College and 

our Orphanage at Thomasville. He built a cottage on the campus at Chowan and 

lived in it for some time. 

fourteen years. Prof. Mills of Wake Forest College said of him that he was 

"a gentle, pure-hearted soul - a man of large common sense, a devoted Christian. 11 
. ~~.i:lJ-<-C--- 

Th:ia church was most .fortunate to have these two well trained and educated men 
A 

for about twenty years. In 1883 the l·!est Chowan Association was organized with 

In 1889 a post office was established at Ahoskie. For 85 years "Ahoskie" 

the Baptist churches in Bertie County, Hertford and Northampton - eighteen of 

them. Following Dr. Savage, Dr. Mitchell crune back for his second pastorate. 

Elder H. T. Williams was next and was here for two years, 1888 and 1889. 

The church for the first time went to half-time preaching, at a salary of $350.00.pv.--(f·«>_,.; 

Only two. c-hw·..:he::: in the Association gave their pastors more, Mt. Tabor $400.00 

and Ross ~1450.00. About this time the .first Missionary Society was organized 

with Mrs. Betty Vann as president. In 1888 the West Chowan Association voted 

to adopt Hr. and Mrs. T. C. Britton as its missionaries to China. That same 

year Y.!rs. Lillian Bright Chastian went to Mexico - all three from the West 

Chowan Association. This caused greatly increased interest in Foreign Missions 

in this Association. 

meant only the church, but now there is to be a distinction, church or post 

office and town. 

Rev. Braxton Craig, brother to Governor Lock Craig, of Bertie County, was 

called to the church in 1890 and remained with the church until 1895. The 

church built the first pastor's home and sold it the next year to Mr. Craig. 

He had the first mid-week prayer meeting. Hr. Craig seems to have been the 

third pastor to live here at the church. The oth:!rs were Hillary Morris and 



Captain J.M. C. Luke. The church made remarkable pr6gress with absentee 

pastors for most of the time. 

Because of ill-health Elder J. K. Fant was here as pastor only one and 

one-half years, 1896-1897. He came from Anderson, s. C. and returned there. 

The first organ was purchased while he was here; VJrs. Fant and her daughter, 

Mae, were the organists. Also the first Training Union was organized while 

he was here. 

Rev. R. D. Cross of Windsor, was pastor for three years, 1898-1900. 

W. W. (Billie) Mitchell gave two acres of land in 1898 for a home for the 

pastor, where the old home now stands on Catherine Creek Read. The Association 

met with Ahoskie for the fourth time in 1899. This was a great session and 

the Recorder reported that 2500 to 3000 were present. Because of hard times 

the church dropped back to having preaching once a month at a salary of ~175.00. 

Rev. L. H. Curtis came to the church as pastor in January 1901 from 

Aulander, and rerrained for seven years - until his heal th failed him. In 

August of 1901 the church gave him an indefinite call for two Sundays a month 

at a salary of ~;>350.00 a year. l'1r. Curtis resigned. in the f'all. 6f'l907 be 

cause of poor health. He was an able man and did a good work. In 1904 the 

church was 100 years old and it then was in the midst of a growing town with 

a s:i tu~ti_nn t..rutt wa~ a. challenge to anyone. 

Rev. N. A. Adams came to Ahoskie as pastor in 1908 from vJinton and re- 

100.ined for three years. It was during his pastorate that the church building, 

now the Presbyterian church, was erected. Mr. Adams was the first pastor to 

suggest that the church should be moved to another site nearer the center of 

town. 

Rev. C. L. Dowell served as pastor from 1911through1917, or eight 

years. He was a saintly man and greatly loved. He left the church in fine 

shape. In 1913 the church voted to donate an acre of land for a hospital site. 

In 1914 Brother Dowell secured pledges and cash for a hospital, but the out 

break of the First World War stopped all that and the money was refunded. 

Brother Dowell1s pastorate was a fruitful one. He also saw the need to move 

the church to a site more centrally located. 

Then followed Rev. F. T. Collins, Reidsville, and he was with the church 

for three years, 1918-1921. Mr. Collins was an able man and quite a debater 

in college. He was a man of strong convictions and he fearlessly expressed 

them, which caused him to be very much loved by some and disliked by others. 

In 1919 the church went to full time preaching at a salary of \?1800.00 and 

built a new home for the pastor. This was the first full time preaching. • 



Rev. E. J. Isenhower was pastor from 1922-1924. He came from the 

Evangelistic Department of the Home ~lission Board. Brother Isenhower was 

a good preacher but he got the reaction from the former pastorate. 

My pastorate followed from January, 1925 until October, 1951. You know 

about that but I will tell you a little later about moving the church and 

erecting this building. 

You have been fortunate in the last two men that you have had as pastors, 

Rev. W. P. Hilne and Rev. Isaac Terrell. They are both strong men and leaders 

among the pa at.or-s , Brother Hilne is gone and is leading his church in a great 

way at Newport News. Brother Terrell is loved here and doing a fine job and 

I hope you will support him as any great church should support its pastor. 

Brother Terrell is the nineteenth pastor of this church. The new educational 

annex was erected at a cost of ~112,000.00 in 1956 - '57 while B~other 11ilne 

was pastor. 

III. YOU ARE A GREAT CHURCH BECAUSE OF YOUR MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 

In 1818 the church pledged at the Chowan Association ,~~1.00 for Foreign 

Missions and that was paid and reported the next year. There was a gradual 

increase in interest in missions until about the turn of the century, 1900. 

In 1917 the church letter showed that the church had contributed ~1077.00 to 

missions and benevolences. Three years later, 1920, the gifts amounted to 

~4478.00 for the same objects. This was the first year that gifts to Foreign 

Missions amounted to as much as :;?1000.00. This was the first year of the 

Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign. 

The Seventy-five Million Dollar Campaign was put on in the fall of 1919 

and that was the beginning of larger giving by Southern Baptists, and especi- 

ally by this church. The goal for Ahoskie was $16,500.00 and this was over 

paid by ~;;6,115.00, a total of $22, 726.00. This was a fine record for this 

church as the depression of 1920 caused thousands of churches in the Southern 

Convention not to even reach their goals in payments. The Campaign closed 

with 1925 and the Cooperative Progrem came into operatic~ This was the great- 

est plan for giving ever devised by any denomination. 

The records show that this church continued to give in a real liberal 
fl-S IY\ U-t!h.. &-i 

wayA more for missions and benevolences than for local expenses. This is al- 

ways a worthy goal to strive for, provided it takes care properly of the local 

expenses. It may be born in mind that this church was very fortunate in being 

in a growing young town and fine members were coming to join here from the 

country churches around. 

During the 1930's there was the worst depression that we have ever known, 

and at that time we were erecting this building. Even with these two situations 



72% as much was given for missions as we used for ourselves, not counting the 

' 
upon us, this church gave from 1928 to 1937, the period of building the church, 

building program. After the church qebt was paid in 1943, the church went 

back to giving more for missions than was used locally. Of course, the budget 

of the church was not nearly as great as now. The church building was dedicated 

on April 8-11, 1943. For several years this church stood from about the 25th 

to the 30th church in the state in the amount contributed to missions. Since 

19.52 you have continued your splendid spirit of giving. Last year this church 

reported as having given for missions one-sixth of all that the West Chowan 

Association gave to this object; and you were the 3.5th church in the amount 

given in the North Carolina Baptist State Convention. 

IV. CONSTRUCTING THE NEW BUILDING, 1928-1937- Cf 'r ::' 
Prior to 192.5 the town of Ahoskie had become badly divided over the 

location of the present school building, the east side against the west side 

of the railroad. The Baptist church was here 85 years before there was any 

town. When the railroad was put through, the stetion was located one-half 

mile west of the church and at first the tovm grew towards the church. So 

the east side was the first settled. tJhen the west side of the railroad be- 

gan to develop, this caused a strong rivalry between the two sides. Whatever 

came up in the town, what one side wanted, the other side did not want. This 

rivalry was carried into the church life. When I came here in January of 1925, 

I was told that there would have been a new church building long before if it 

had not been for this division. 

The first move made towards a new building was on December 20, 192.5. The 

last vote to purchase this present site was two years and four months later, 

April 17, 1927. During this tine eight motions were before the church in re- 

ference to a site and a new building. Possibly it was best that the church 

was not hasty in reaching the final decision to buy this Leary Lot. 

On the second Sunday in May of 1927 the church raised $3000.00 to pay 

on the lot and gave note for $2000.00 which the Ladies' Aid Society paid in 

October. Let me tell you about raising the ~pJ000.00. At the morning ser 

vice about $2200.00 was paid in cash and pledges to be paid soon. That 

afternoon ~~200.00 more were pledged. As the pastor walked on the pulpit 

platform that night for the evening service, a child walked up and handed 

him a slip of paper which proved to be a check signed by W. A. Baker with 

the request that he fill it out for the amount needed to make the $JOOO.OO. 

• This proved to be a most successful day for the Ahoskie Baptist Church. The 

first test .had been fully met. The Building Committee that was appointed 

consisted of Dr. C. G. Powell, Chairman, J. Bailey Barnes, A. M. Brown, 



' R.R. CopeJand, F. D. Flythe, C. c. Hoggard, and G. J. Newbern. Brother 

Cope]and is the only survivor of the Committee. 

The first dirt was moved on Tuesday, January 24, 1928, b~r Brother H. L. 

Harrell. The plan for building was to borrow enough money to get the roof on 

when once the construction was started, then to "pay-as-you-go." Only ~20,000.00 

was borrowed and that from the Town of Ahoskie. 

Just here I wish to pay loving tribute to the Ladies of the Aid Society of 

the church, which was operating sometime before I came. The women worked and 

paid long before there was any building in sight. They worked on in faith. I 

am ba ppy to say that no church ever had finer women, and a large group of them, 

than this church had and has now. They worked as an organization until the, 

church was paid for and then went out of business. In this connection let me 

say also that I found a strong Missionary Society here when I came and all 

through the years the women have been strong supporters of missions and the 

church~ Tbe society has been a great spiritual force in the church. 

Now back to the building. Work was begun in March, 19'8, with Calvin 

Johnson of Portsmouth, Va., in charge of the construction. Van Leeuwen of 

Norfolk, of the firm of Rudolph, Cook and Van Leeuwen was the architect. Great 

effort was made in the preparation of the plans to get just what we needed. 

The roof was completed in the fall of 1928; the windows were then boarded up 

Rnrl the work ceased. The ~3ouds 0£ the worse financial depression since the 

Civil tJar were rit>ing and work on the building was slow. But some work was 

done from tl.me to time, with men meeting there at night and doing some work 

wi'hil their own hands, and in Hay of 1930 the ground floor of the building was 

completed. The first service in the basement was held the third Sunday in 

May of 1930. The Sunday school annex was only lathed, but we were happy to 

use them with all the noise. Before too long these rooms were plastered and 

that helped considerably. In 1935 the auditorium or sanctuary was completed 

and the first service was held in it on the third Sunday in December. That 

was another great day with us. On April 27, 1937 the announcement was ma.de 

that the construction on th~ building was comp.Le ted , nine years since it was 
1h;<tl +hr: d""'b+-vJ As ~A-1 .j AnJ... ~ t,__c_u...t,..J}_'-1 .t.L~ cS •. ,,_,_~,..__L_ ,.:_..___, 11{? 

begun.~ The lot cost $5000.00 and the building ~ost ~70,000.00. Bear in mind 

that money was scarce and labor cheap. 

Let me tell you a few things about the inside of this sanctuary. 'I'.h~ 
-tl-Y ~ 

beautiful painting back of the baptistry was given to the church by sheriff ,., 
Charles W. Parker in honor of his mother Mrs. H. u. Griffith. It was given 

in the fall of 1941. The painting was done by Mrs. YJary Ann Cosby of Bowie, 

Texas. She told rre that it was the largest painting that she ever did outside 

of the church. It is a painting of the Jordan River, twenty-three miles north 



.. 
of the Sea of Galilee. The road on the right, that you see, is the same road 

that Paul traveled on his way to Darrascus when he was going to persecute the 

Christians and was converted to Jesus Christ. The picture was taken by a 

native missionary of Nazareth and he was an employee of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. The four figures in the large window in the front of the ci1urch 

represent :Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, starting from the left side. Now look 

at the top of the baptistry for four arrows pointing heavenward from the 

baptistry. We used the baptistry for four years before it was completed. 

The scaffolding was all up in here and the baptistry looked very high. There 

were no pulpit and choir platforms here. Some of the good women came to me 

and said, "Brother Creech, the baptistry is too high." I told them that I 

would be glad to convey their message to the architect, Mr. Van Leeuwen; that 

he was a Baptist deacon. When I delivered the message, he said to me, "It is 

a Baptist church, isn't it?" I told him that it was, and he replied by saying 

"Why not na ke the baptistry the most prominent thing in the church?" The 

architectural design is that the auditorium is the body, then shoulders and 

heading up with the baptistry. 

May I say here that I have never seen another painting back of a baptistry 

as pretty as this one. Also I can say that I have never seen another sanctuary 

as worshipful to me as this one. The beautiful lines are outstanding. 

This beautiful set of pulpit furniture was given to the church by Brother 

Walter Curtis as a memorial to two former pastors, Rev. L. M. Curtis and Rev. 

C. L. Dowell, his father and father-in-law. 

The moving of the church to this site and erecting the building were a 

unifying experience. We were sorry to loose a few of our fine people, but the 

moving proved to be a great blessing for the church. For twenty years beginning 

in 1930 there was a beautiful spirit of harmony and cooperation in the church; 

and I truly hope the same spirit prevails now - certainly it should. 

There are two regrets in connection with nw pastorate and in connection 
with the history of the church. First, in the 160 years only one preacher has 

gone out from this church, David Leary and he within the last few years. One 

other entered the ministry after he left Ahoskie, Dallas Greene. For many years 

prayers were offered often that the Lord might call some of the young people of 

this church into His service. However, it is gratifying that a good number of 

our fine young people have entered many walks or vocations of life, - doctors (11), 
A f:_2M 4J-ni ,_;,R { 

dentists, optometrists, chemist, geologists, meteorogolist, navy and one Iii' high 

~,bankers, many teachers, pharmacists, etc. 

The second disappointment is that more of you have not seen the opportunity 
+el'(-1-f.t_ 

for real mission work in the Creech Memorial Church, your youngest and ~i!hth 



You have cause to be proud of your church and her history, but let me 

0}'. ~·,,tC 
~ ~-- C"'r>;..- ... (LY"Q. 

daughter. Her course has been rugged but, bless the Lord, she is now sailing 
/\ 

in smoother waters. During the last eighteen months she has led the association 

in the number baptized. Let me take this opportunity to thank you as a church 

for the check that has gone to Creech Hemorial each month for a few years. It 

would have been difficult to have made the grade without your help. It is 

hoped that you will continue your help until the Sunday School building is 

completed. 

caution you not to rest upon your past achievements. Be like the Apostle 

Paul, "forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:13, ll.i.) :My prayer for you is that 

you will always love your pastor, love one another and be at peace among your- 

selves. 



First Baptist 
to hear McClufe 
AHOSKIE - The guest speaker for 

the morning worship service at Ahoskie 
First Baptist Church will be Larry 
McClure. 

Pastor of Rocky Hock Baptist Church 
for eight years, McClure resigned last 
year to enter his present ministry. 
His work now is to correlate and 

promote Baptist work in this section of 
the state. 

The Rev. James E. Langford, pastor 
of the local church, will be preaching 
revival services at First Baptist Church 
of Jacksonville March 25-28. 

-... . ' 
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Scholarship awarded 
AHOSKIE - Miss Leah Wiggins has 

received a $250 grant from the Oscar 
Creech Scholarship Fund at First 

, Baptist Church. 
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

C.D. Wiggins Jr. of 318 Ruth Ave. 

Miss Wiggins is a senior at East 
Carolina University School of Music. 

She was commended for being active 
in church and sharing her musical 
talents unselfishly. 
Miss Wiggins is working toward a 

degree in music education at ECU and 
is the third recipient of the scholarship. 
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Nashville Tennessee and is also a 
graduate of Southern Seminary in 
Lousville, Ky. 

Baptist to have hymn night 
CONWAY - Bob Dills, minister of 

music of Fit st :8aptist Cli.urch in 
Ahoskie and associated with the music 
department of the N.C. Baptist State 
Convention, will be at the Conway 
Baptist Church on Sunday night Jan. 30 
at 7 o'clock for a night of singing hymns, 
scripture and prayer. 
The public is invited. 
On Monday and Tuesday nights he 

will be helping the choirs with their 
music. 
Mr. Dills attended Belmont College 

and graduated at Union University in 
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Workshop Set 
On Me.ntal 
Retardation 
AHOSKIE - A "Mental 

Retardation" workshop is 
scheduled to be held at the 
Ahoskie First Baptist Church 
February 10. 
Instructor for the occasion 

will be Doris Morgan of the 
Baptist Church Training 
Department. 
Other events coming up at 

the church include a drarna., 
"Construction", February 15;. 
Early American Music, 
February 29; and a musical "I 
Love America", March 8. 

r.)(:J~ 
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DEDICATORY SUPPLEMENT 
April 8, 1943 

NOTE-This History of The Ahoskie Baptist Church 
was completed in the early summer of 1939 for the special 
edition of the Hertford County Herald celebrating the fif 
tieth anniversary of the town of Ahoskie. The following year 
the separate volume was made. This supplement is given 
to bring the history of the church up to the date of the dedi 
cation of the new building, April 8-11, 1943. 

Since the completion of this history nearly three years ago 
our nation has been plunged (December 7, 1940) into the 
greatest war of all tjme, the second World War. This church 
now has 69 men and 2 women in the service of the nation. 
Effort is made at home to try to keep all these young people 
in touch with their church. The church bulletins are sent 
to them every two weeks; the pastor writes a letter to all 
about every three months; Sunday school literature is sent 
quarterly. their pictures are posted in the church; a Ronzite 
Honor Roll is being placed in the church. At every service 
special prayer is made for the President of our nation and 
the service men and women. The list of names is as follows: 

Carlyle Askew, Eugene Baker, Milton Baker, William E. 
Baker, Maylon S. Baker, Jr., Raleigh Baisey, John Bailey 
Barnes, Jr., Jack W. Barnes, William L. Barnes, E. ]. Bell, 
Bernard Bell, .Jodie Blythe, B. W. Britton, Clarence E .. Brit 
ton, Grant Bridgers, Harry Boulter, Russell S. Callis, Dr. 
Oscar Creech, Jr., Judson Y. Creech, J. H. Copeland, Jr., 
Worth .Hart Copeland, Walter L. Curtis, Jr., C. L. Dowell 
Curtis, Stuart Curtis, Rudolph Doughtie, Mervin M. Earley, 
Milton L. Flythe, F. Courtney Flythe, Jack Futrell, Thomas 
W. Greene, Dallas Greene, Roby F. Hall, Alvin 0. Hall, Miss 
Bessye Harrell, Milton Harrell, D. W. Harrell, Jr., Elbert C. 
Hill, Jr., Chester W. Hill, Alfred Hill, James Stanley Leary, 
Jr., Olin E. Lee, L. T. Liverman, Jr., James Robert Mitchell, 
William G. Modlin, Jennings L. Myers, George]. Newbern, 
Jr., H. E. Newbern, Jr., T. W. Newsome, Robert Newsome, 



Miss Lila King Newsome, Robert Overton, Joe H. Overton, 
Frank D. Overton, Thad S. Overton, John Overton, Floyd D. 
Overton, Spurgeon Overton, W. Sessoms Odom, Marion 
Odom, Barton B. Pearce, Albert Ewell Pearce, Lloyd J. 
Pearce, William R. Raynor, Dr. ]. B. Ruffin, Jr., Ecky R. 
Sessoms, Robert G. Sumner, William Luther Shelton, Jr., 
Bailey T. Vaughan, Everett Vaughan, Clarence L. Williford, 
Clarence L. Willoughby. 

The beautiful painting back of the baptistry was given 
to the church by Charles vV. Parker for his mother, Mrs. 
H. U. Griffith, in the fall of 194 i . This painting was made 
by Mrs. Mary Ann Cosby of Bowie, Texas. The scene is of 
the Jordan river 23 miles north of the Sea of Galilee. The 
road on the right is the highway to Damascus. 

At the request of the children of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Henry Miller the church recently voted to designate two of 
the pews in the center row as memorials to the father and 
mother, who were faithful members and the father a deacon 
for many years. The church was given $1 oo for this. 

The number baptized during the past three years is 58, 
making a total of 386 during the present pastorate. 

In the summer of 1939 the debt on the church building 
was $13,000 (See page 82). This was reduced considerably 
each year and the last of the debt was raised the fourth Sun 
day in last September, 1942. · There still was due by the 
church for street assessment $2,340 and that was all raised 
by the first Sunday in December. Thus the church was 
completely out of debt. 

During the past three months the church has spent 
about $1,000 in having all the floors polished, some of the 
walls painted, and a general cleaning in preparation for the 
dedication. 

The church has made a noble record in giving for the 
past fifteen years during which time the lot was bought and 
the building erected and paid for. For the building and lot 
was paid $75,000; for current expenses $63,800; for denomi 
national objects $45,600; total $184400. Seventy percent 
as much was paid for denominational objects as was used 
for current expenses. 

The last three and one-half years have been years of steady 
progress in the work of the church. Not only has all indebted- 



ness been paid but a church secretary was employed in 
January 1941 and at the same time the church adopted the 
Unified Budget plan for the church finances and it has 
worked exceedingly well. The church began using bulletins 
last year. The budget adopted last December for this year 
was with the view of giving as much for denominational 
objects as is used for current expenses. The church did that 
for five years before the building program was started. 

The date set for the dedication of the new building is 
April 7-11, 1943. The program arranged is as follows: 

Wednesday night, Dr. I. G. Greer, President of North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention, subject, "The Opportun 
ity of the Church During the Present Crisis;" Thursday night, 
Dr. Charles G. McDaniel, Forty years a missionary in China. 
subject: "An Eye-Witness of China's Life and Death Strug 
gle;" Friday night, Former Pastors-Rev. M. A. Adams, Tay 
lorsville, and Rev. C. L. Dowell, Wake Forest, subject, "Rem 
iniscences of My Pastorate." 

The other two former pastors still living are Rev. F. D. 
Collins, Siler City, and Rev. E. ]. Insehower, Alabama City, 
Ala. Both expressed regret that they could not be present. 

Sunday morning, formal dedication. Dr. ]. Clyde 
Turner is to preach the dedicatory sermon. The complete 
order of service is given on the next page. 



Sunday Morning, Eleven o'Clock 

DEDICATION 
MEDITATION Music 
CALL TO WoRSHIP-"The Lord is in His Holy temple: let all 

the earth keep silence before Him. 
Surely the Lord is in this place. This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the Gate of 
Heaven." Heb. 2; 20; Gen. 16: 17. 

"HOLY, HOLY, HOLY" AND INVOCATION 
RESPONSIVE READING-Number 62 (Congregation seated) 
HYMN 244-The Church's One Foundation 
SILENT PRAYER FOR OuR PRESIDENT AND MEN AND vVoMEN 

IN SERVICE 
PRAYER-Pastor 
SCRIPTURE-II Chron. 6: 12-21; 7: 12-22. 
HYMN 37--A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
ANTHEM-"How Lovely are Thy Dwellings"-]. T. Wolcott 
DEDICATORY SERMON-Dr. Clyde Turner, Pastor First Baptist 

Church, Greensboro 
Sow-Mrs. Charlie Tillett, Elizabeth City 
BURNING Norn-Dr. C. G. Powell, T. M. Forbes, H. U. 

Griffith, W. C. Pritchard 
(Building Committee, Deacons, Finance Commit 
tee and Trustees standing) 

DOXOLOGY 
DEDICATORY PRAYER-Rev. C. L. Dowell 
HYMN 249-Faith of Our Fathers Still 
BENEDICTION 
DISMISSAL- (Remain standing with bowed heads) 



Baptist youth to 
present 'The Clown' 
AHOSKIE - The Youth Department 

of First B~hurch will present 
"The Clown" at 8 p.m. Aug. 6 in the 
church sanctuary. 
With a cast of 36, the show is a 

dramatic musical experience of 
spiritual encounter and Christian 
witness, according to Bob Dills, 
minister of music and youth for the 
church. 
Written by Carl May and arranged by 

W. Elmon Mercer, there 'are 12 
characters and a choral group. 
Tommy Kiff will play the role of the 

"clown." EVIL will be present in the 
show and is represented by four young 
people. 
Bland Baker plays the part of "E", 

Nancy Powell is "V", Darlene Gifford 
is "I" and Mary Ruth Powell is "L" 
Eric Jackson plays the part of a 

passer-by, Russell Overman is a 

shepherd, Anna Bess Brown is a woman 
of the streets, Mike Carter and Emily 
Jackson portray blind persons, Robbie 
Jernigan is Matthew and Alan ~ers is 
a criminal. 
Of the musical Dills said: 
"Have you ever been ridiculed, 

laughed at, or perhaps made fun of 
because you took a stand for what you 
knew to be right and Christian. 
"Can you remember the time you 

witnessed to someone and were made to 
feel uncomfortable because of the 
argumentative rejection you received. 
Jesus never promised us that Christian 
service would be without those kinds of 
encounters - yes, even in our world 
today. Some may call us crazy, some 
kind of nut or a CLOWN because we've 
tried to be a Christian in life's 
situations." 

A sad face 
Tommy Kiffwitl have the lead in "The Clown," to be presented by 
the Ahoskie First Baptist Church Youth Department at 8 p.m. 
Aug. 6. "EVIL" is portrayed by Bland Baker, Darlene Gifford, 
and Nancy and Mary Ruth Powell. 
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Dr. Lolley 
to speak 
at revival 

Dr. W. Randall Lolley, president of 
the Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, will be guest minister for 
revival services Nov. 7-11 at the First 
Baptist Church, Ahoskie. 
A native of Troy, Ala., Lolley 

pastored the First Baptist Church of 
Winston-Salem for 12 years. 
Revival will include regular Sunday 

services and services held at 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 
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; Estate Planning Seminar 
set in Ahoskie April 9-10 
AHOSKIE - The North Carolina 

Baptist Foundation is sponsoring an 
estate planning seminar at 7 p.m. 
April 9-10 at First Baptist Church in 
Ahoskie. 
Leading the seminar will be 

professional persons of the area. 
Attorney Guy Revelle Jr. of the law 
firm Revelle Burleson Lee & Revelle 

. will discuss the need of every person 
for a Will under the topic of "What 
Happens to the Estate When the, 
Owner Dies." 
Speaking about estate and 

inheritance taxes and other costs of 
transferring estate from the 
deceased to the living will be J. 

May, vice president of Wachovia 
Bank and Trust Co. and Barbara 
Allen, Trust Office for Wachovia, 
both of Greenville. 
Lindy Cockman, vice president of 

Wachovia Bank and Trust Co. in 
Ahoskie, will present alternatives 
and opportunities in the investment 
area. 
Other discussions will be led by 

Frances Cooke of the staff of the 
North Carolina Baptist Foundation 
of Raleigh. A panel of insurance 
specialists will inform of the place of 
insurance in the estate plan, par 
ticularly in the light of recent laws 
affecting tax changes. On the panel 
will be Nathan Copeland III of 
indsor and Phil Coggins and Julian 

Robertson, both of Ahoskie. 
A discussion relative to the use of 

trusts as a means of conserving the 
estate, with explanation of 
charitable trusts will also be held. 
Moderators of the two sessions, who 
will also help conduct periods when 
participants may ask questions of 
the speakers, will be Robert B. 
Spivey, president of Lee Lumber 
Co., and Lonnie R. Armstrong, 
pastor of Galatia Baptist Church at 
Seaboard. 
The seminar is offered as a 

community service. The sponsors 
invite the public to attend. There is 
no admission charge. The seminar is 
offered under the auspices of the 
West Chowan Baptist Association. 
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Time To Run' 
To Be Shown 
In Ahoskie 
AHOSKIE - "Time To 

Run", a film that is a mixture 
of problems and solutions, is 
scheduled to be shown at the 
First Baptist Church 
Ahoskie. 
There will be only one 

showing Sunday, February 1 
at 7:30 p.m. 1.JW 
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Revival planned at 
AHOSKIE - The Rev. Larry 

McClure, area Baptist missionary for 
Northeastern North Carolina, will be 
guest speaker at a series of revival 
services, beginning Sunday at Ahoskie 
First Baptist Church. 
Rev. McClure has pastored several 

churches and for eight years, prior to 
his present position, was pastor of the 
Rocky Hock Baptist Church, Edenton. 
Don Gober, minister of music at First 

Baptist, will direct the singing for the 
services. Billy Raynor, First Baptist's 
organist, will play that instrument and 
be assisted at the piano by several 
church members. 
The Rev. Jim Langford, JXIStor, 

invites the public to attend the services 
which start at 7:30 p.m. Sunday and 
continue through Wednesday. 

- 

~ 

First Baptist 
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rfirSt Baptist selling parsonage; 
pastor to get housing allowance 
AHOSKIE - The membership of 

Ahoskie First Baptist Church is putting 
the parsonage up for sale. 
A decision to take the action was 

made early this month after a study of 
the pros and cons was begun in late 
1979. 
The Rev. Jim Langford suggested the 

move to his deacons early last year, 
indicating there is growing sentiment 
for pastors to own their homes. 
During the May 4 morning worship 

hour, a three-man committee presented 
its findings to the congregation, with 
the recommendation that a housing 
allowance be furnished the pastor and 
the parsonage be sold. 
The committee reported six churches 

of similar size were contacted and in 
their replies state they had been 
pleased with the results and their 
pastors were also satisfied. All of the 
churches recommended the pastor be 
given a housing allowance, committee 
chairman Alvin Newsome said. 
Newsome reviews the advantages 

and disadvantages of providing the 
allowance. 
Seven items were listed on the plus 

side. These included the church not 
having the expense· of upkeep and 
insurance on the parsonage, no 
renovations necessary when pastors 

change and yearly increase of 
maintenance costs; church is relieved 
of possibly providing housing for the 
pastor at retirement or feeling guilty if. 
this is not done; a more harmonious 
relationship would exist between the 
pastor and the church, the pastor would 
have control of a greater share of his 
remuneration and he could provide 
housing which would more nearly meet 
the needs and desires of his family; 
pastor would have the security of 
owning his own home. 
Newsome remarked that this last 

"probably should "have been listed 
first." 

Also, limited studies show pastorates 
tend to be longer when the pastor owns 
his home; the trend is toward a 
minister owning his home; and 
Langford requested a housing 
allowance be provided in lieu of a 
parsonage. 
The chairman assured the 

congregation the pastor was included in 
all the committee meetings. Langford 
was not present for the presentation 
May 4. 
Included in the disadvatages was the 

fact that the church would not own 
property and would not receive the 

appreciation in value as inflation rises; 
the property is presently exempt from 
county and town taxes but with a 
housing allowance, the property would 
be taxable; there could be difficulty in 
f~ding housil,!g__!or ~ ne~. pastor; and 
finally, some Chlirch members have a 
personal attachment to the present 
parsonage and would resent selling it. 
The house was built "in the late 1940s 

or early 1950s" Newsome said. The 
appraised value of the house was 
included in the information distributed 
to the members. The annual 
maintenance cost of $1,581.15 included 
the estimated cost of insurance. 

Newsome said the present housing is· 
more than the allowance would be. The 
pastor . would be liable for the down 
payment on his own home but would 
still get a utilities allowance. 

Newsome told the congregation that 
the deacons as well as the finance and 
buildings and grounds committees all 
studied the matter. Only one dissenting 
vote was cast to recommend the 
housing allowance, he said. 
The May 4 session was for the 

members information only. Following a 
vote June 1, a three-member 
committee was named to proceed with 
the sale of the parsonage. 

Jim Darden is chairman of the 
committee handling the sale. Serving 
with him are Merrill Evans and Harold 
McCoy. The parsonage will be 
advertised, asking for sealed bids. 
When these are opened, if an 
appropriate one is submitted, this will 
pe presented to the congregation for a 
vote. Dates have not been set for these 
actions. /. 
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Debbie Magette overcomes adversity to become 'supermom' - ·~: .. ;:% Bv ERrlN LASSITER 
su« Writer 

AHOSKIE - "If there is a model of 
: an outstanding mother in this area, 
,. then Debbie is it." 
: These words were spoken by 
Rev. Jesse Croom in reference to • • Debbie Magette, a member of his • congregation and, he says, an "out- 

: standing mother." 
Anyone who has ever seen 

: Magette with her three children 
• cannot deny the tremendous amount 
• of love that she has for them. 
: "I have known Debbie for four 
; years, since her oldest son, Col- 
burn, started to school," stated 

• Brenda Lassiter, a teacher at C.S. 
~ Brown Elementary School. 
" "I have observed her as she made 

two or more trips to school each 
day to bring and piick up her chil 
dren - often being detained to dry 
tears, give another hug, meet with 

'' teachers or the principal about her 
children's needs, or volunteer in a 

· classroom with a school project," 
· continued Lassiter. 
• Magette may sound like any 

•, other devoted mother, but one as 
! pect separates her from most - 
~ two of her children have Down's 
~ syndrome. 
... Down's syndrome is a chromo- .,_ 
somal abnormality that results in 
mental handicap and a characteristic 

. physical appearance. 
• Most children display delayed de- 
velopment, however, virtually all 
affected children are capable of 
learning to some degree. 
When Magette discovered she was 

pregnant for the first time, she and 
her husband Bill decided not to take 
the AFP test that would help de 
terinine whether she was carrying a 
"Down's baby." 
They agreed that even if the baby 

did have Down's or another prob 
lem, it wouldn't matter and they 
would keep the baby anyway. 
The ironic thing about this was 

~ that the couple had no reason to be 
( lieve that Magette's pregnancy 
wasn't a normal one. 

_ No one in their families suffered 
;, from Down's Syndrome. 
~ It wasn't until a week after Col 
J bum was born that Magette discov- 
ered that she had given birth to a 

- child with Down's Syndrome. 
e Since she was a first-time mother 
and she'd never had contact with a 

. P.o.wr's baby, Magettedidn't know 

what to look for. 
Then the doctor told her over the 

phone that the baby had Down's and 
that she should just institutionalize 
him. 
"I was stunned," Magette recalls. 

"I thought everything was fantastic 
with the baby." 
After Cole's birth, the couple 

went in for genetic testing and dis 
covered that neither of them were 
carriers of the Down's Syndrome 
gene. 
The chances of them having an 

other child with Down's was virtu 
ally impossible. 
A couple of years later, Magette 

discovered she was pregnant again. 
Once more she refused the AFP 

test because the odds were with her 
that her baby did not have Down's 
Syndrome. 
Sarah Grace was born nine 

months later without the disorder. 
Bill and Debbie Magette did not 

plan to have any more children after 
Sarah Grace was born. 
Two years later, however, 

Magette gave birth to Garrett Lee. 
The chances of Magette giving 

birth to two Down's babies were 
almost nonexistent. 
But the impossible became pos 

sible and Garrett was also born with 
Down's. 
About one fourth of Down's 

Syndrome children are born with a 
heart defect. Unfortunately, Garrett 
was one of them. 
When he was only nine months 

old, Garrett had to undergo open 
heart surgery to have a valve 
widened and two holes in his heart 
patched. 
Three months later he had to en 

dure another surgery to repatch the 
holes because they had not sealed 
properly. · 
Garrett underwent two open heart 

surgeries before he was even one 
year old. 
By this time, the Magettes were 

also trying to prepare Cole for 
school. 
Knowing that he had not devel 

oped as fast as other children his 
age, they were a little wary about 
mainstreaming him in a regular 
classroom setting. 
But Cole adapted well. 
Now, all three children are in 

school and are doing very well. And 
Magette has. become somewhat of a 
"supermom." 

. Staff Photo/ ERIN LASSITER 
Debbie Magette takes a break from her busy day to her three children. From left to right are Sarah 
do what she does best - spend quality time with Grace, Garrett Lee, Magette and Colburn. 

Lassiter commented, "She drives 
the children to speech, occupational 
therapy, dance, gymnastics, doctor's 
appointments and wherever they 
need to be to take advantage of ev 
ery opportunity for them to learn, 
grow and excel. 
"Yet," added Lassiter, "she always 

finds time to be involved in her 
children's classrooms, field trips and 
other school activities. 
"Even on days when she's really 

exhausted, she never says no when 
asked to help.out," Lassiter mar- 

veled. 
Magette maintained, "I try hard." 
She added, "I have to make sure 

they get what they need. 
"You have to get out there and do 

what you have to do," Magette as 
serted, "because nobody else is go 
ing to do it for you." 
But she "does it" with so much 

love and patience that those who 
know her well stand in awe of her 
patience and accomplishments. 
"I think Debbie has been a very 

caring and supportive parent;" re- 

marked Dennis Deloatch, former 
principal of C.S. Brown. 
He added, "It would be nice if all 

parents were as supportive as she's 
been to the school." 
Supportive she has been. 
Not only does she help her chil 

dren's teachers when she can, she 
has also served as PTSO president. 
While in office, Magette helped 

establish fundraisers so that new 
playground equipment could be pur 
chased for C.S. Brown. 
"She is a beacon to other parents 

who have special kids," Deloatch 
pointed out, "and to other parents in 
general." 
Magette is very active in her 

church as well. 
She has served as the division di 

rector of the pre-school children at 
the AQQ§_kie First Baptist Church 
and is currently a Sunday School 
teacher. 
She is also very involved in mis 

sions education. 
Rev. Croom declared, "Debbie is 

just an outstanding mother to have 
two special-needs children and then 
to do all that she does. 
"There is a very special love that 

you see from her," he added, "not 
only toward her children, but to 
other children as well." 
When asked what a typical day 

was like for her, Magette replied, 
"Busy, busy, busy. The kids get up 
early and go non-stop." 
And they have something to do 

e~ry day, whether it be swimming 
lessons, gymnastics, speech or 
other therapy sessions. 
In fact, the kids keep her so busy 

that she rarely has time for herself. 
·She says that raising them has 

been "very interesting, but very 
fun." 
And her caring has paid off. 
Sarah Grace will soon be entering 

the second grade. She has already 
developed into a very caring and 
protective young lady. 
Garrett Lee recently graduated 

from pre-kindergarten and will be 
starting kindergarten this fall. 
Magette pointed out that he is a 
v~ happy little boy who is a bun 
dle full of energy. 
And Cole, who will soon be ten, 

is somewhat the family hero. 
Earlier this summer he competed 

in the state Special Olympics and 
won a gold medal in the 50 meter 
dash and a silver medal in the 25 
meter dash. 
He may, though tney are not sure 

at this time, advance to the national 
Special Olympics. 
How Debbie Magette can do all 

she does without burning out is a 
mystery to those left in her wake. 
She says that when she gets worn 

·out she "stops and looks at those 
little faces and sees that it's all 
worth it." 
By the glimmer in her eyes and 

the smile on her face. you can tell 
that she means it ~ 
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BllC CATALOGING SHEET 

MAIN ENTRY: Ahoskie First Baptist Church (1804), Hertford Co., N. C. 

TYPE OF PAPERS; DATES: Records, 1877-1978 [broken series] 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 14 volumes. 1 item. 

ORIGINAL FORM OF MATERIALS: Manuscript and printed 

SCOPE NOTE: 

Minutes of church conferences from May, 1877 
to Sept. 1978 [broken series]; membership rolls, 
1956-1976; and a church history, 1939. 

See finding aid in BHC. 
Reels: 1-3. Items: 1-15. 35mm microfilm. Pos. 
Purchase: 1982 (reels 1-2). 
Loan: 1978 (reel 3). 

Ahoskie· First Baptist Church WEST CHOWAN 

Shelf list. 

SUBJECT ENTRIES: NAMES ENTRIES: 

Ahoskie First Baptist Church (1804), Hertford 
Co., N. C. 

NC. Hertford County. Church records. 
West Chowan Baptist Association. Church records. 

NCCF CARDS: 

COPY IN COLLECTION IF NOT ORIGINAL: Microfilm 

REFERENCE TO A DESCRIPTION IN A GUIDE, OR WHERE PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED OR LOCATED: 

Records returned to the church after microfilming. 

PROVENANCE: Donor, City & State, Date of Receipt: 

Reels 1-2 purchased from the NC State Dept. of Archives and History, Raleigh, 
N. C., June 3, 1982. Reel 3 microfilmed by the NCBHC, Oct. 17, 1978. 

RESTRICTIONS: Permission of the church must be obtained to photocopy these 
records in their entirety. 

DATE: April 3, 1985/JRW 
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BJ-lC DESCRIPTIVE LIST 
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Ahoskie First Baptist Church (1804), Hertford Co 

Contents Items 

CHURCHMINUTES/RECORDS: 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 1, Jan. 29, 1917-Ap~_·_ 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 2, May 1877-July 1~94 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 3, Jan. 1899-Dec. 24, 

Church Minute Book, Vol 4 [typescript], Sept_._?1 
1936-June 24, 1952 

ol. 

ol. 

01. 
r. sel eaf) 

Church Minute Book, Vol. s , July 23, 1952-Feb. ( 
( 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 6, Mar. 7, 1956-Aug_:__4, 

Membership Roll, Vol. 1, 1956-1963 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 7, Jan. 11, 1956-Aug_:_ / 

Membership Roll, Vol. 2, 1963-1976 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 8, Sept. 8, 1963-Feb. I 

ol. 

BOARD RECORDS: 

Deacons Minute Book, Vol. 1, Oct. 1954-Sept. __ l_~C 

Deacons Minute Book, Vol. 2, Oct. 1960-Sept. 19( 

Deacons Minute Book, Vol. 3, Oct. 1965-Sept. 19( 

****************Note: Reels 1 and 2 were filmed by the N. C. s· 
Archives, March 8, 1976 

****************Note: Reel 3 filmed by the NCBHC, Oct. 17, 1981. 

3 14 

15 

Church Minute Book, Vol. 8, Apr. 7, 1976-Sept_:_ 

This is a continuation of Item 10. 

CHURCH RECORDS: 

Creech, Oscar, Church history, 1939 m 


