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Belorussian children visit 
for fun and medical care 
By ELLEN WANTUCH 
Correspondent 

On June 19, a group ofBelarussian 
children arrived in Clayton to spend 
six weeks with a number of host fami 
lies. Their home country, Belarus, 
formerly a part of the Soviet Union, 
was severely contaminated in 1986 by 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 
The children are here to benefit 

medically, because breathing clean air 
for six weeks will most likely add 
many years to their lives. It appears 
that these children are benefitting in 
other ways as well. 
: Watching these youngsters with the 
local families who are sponsoring 
them, it is hard to tell who is getting 
the most out of the visit - the chil 
dren or their American hosts. 
The Clayton Area Group - Horne 

United Methodi.st Churc~~~~~:~ 
tist _Ch.11_r.ch of Clayton, 
Chapel Baptist- Churcll,Te~ 
J3aptiSTOiiiiff<!riO Mt.Monah Bap- 

tist Church - is sponsoring 13 
~elaruss1an children and one inter 
preter this summer 
There is another group of 

Belarussian children being sponsored 
by Amelia United Church of Christ. 
Many of the children's days include 

going to doctors and dentists here · 
because all of them have some type 
of medical problem. Area doctors and 
dentists have generously donated their 
time and care to help these children. 
One little girl, Marina Kondratyeva, 

will even be getting a hearing aid 
while she is here. 
The rest of the time is spent having 

fun with their host families and the 
other children. Among the outings 
these youngsters have enjoyed so far 
are bowling, swimming, shopping, 
cookouts, visiting the Governor's 
Mansion, and going to Carowinds. On 
their trip to the Governor's Mansion, 
they were just lucky enough to get to 
meet Gov. Jim Hunt himself. 
Other things that these children en- 

joy eating are fresh fruits and veg 
etables. They eat very little of these 
in their home country because what 
ever they can get in Belarussia is ei 
ther extremely expensive, having been 
shipped from other countries, or is 
highly contaminated by radiation. 
Sergei, 13, who is staying with Jim 

and Judy Cox, says that what he likes 
most is driving their golf cart around 
on the farm. Sergei has stayed with 
the Cox family for three summers and 
now answers the phone announcing 
himself as "Sergei Cox." 
Mrs. Cox says that one of the great 

est benefits to having Sergei in her 
home each summer is the knowledge 
that she is helping him to see how 
Americans live. 
"Sergei is in remission from leuke 

mia," she said. "We have given him a 
chance to breathe clean air. I also hope 
that he will get from us a way of life 
that will stay with him." Photo by Ellen Wantuch 

On a visit to the Governor's mansion in Raleigh, the group of Belarussian children was lucky 
enough to have a "photo-opportunity" with Gov. Jim Hunt. See BELARUSSIANS, page 4B 
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Dr. Roy Smith speaks . 
to area Baptist pastors 

For the purpose of hearing Dr. 
Roy J. Smith, executive treasurer 
of the Baptist State Cogvention of 
North C~~na;Baptist pastorSffiet 
'3t1Jttfiesa Baptist Ch~rch. which 
is located between Snuthfield and 
Clayton. 

Smith was introduced by the 
Rev. Danny Poyner, pastor of 
Shiloh Baptist Church. 

In his opening remarks, Smith 
said, "It has never been more 
evident that North Carolina Baptists 
are committed to evangelism and 
missions than we are right now." 

More money for disaster relief 
has come to the convention than we 
would ever have expected, he said. 
The funds for the budget last year 
amounted to more than $50 million 
and the budget that was adopted in 
annual session has been funded. 
Currently, contributions are 2.2 
percent above 1994 and the indica 
tions are that it will go higher, re 
ported Smith. 

The offerings for home and for 
eign missions in 1994 were the 
highest in the history of the con 
vention. It is expected that both of 
ferings will register increases when 
the final tally is made. Figures 
indicate that state Baptists led the 

nation in the foreign missions of 
fering last year, said Smith. 

Another area offering encour 
agement is the organizations. The 
decline in enrollment in Sunday 
school, discipleship training and 
Woman's Missionary Union has 
been stopped. New emphasis on 
these organizations coupled with 
many training opportunities seems 
to account for new growth, said 
Smith. 

Churches, said Smith, seem to 
be catching a fresh vision of min 
istry. They need to revitalize in 
order to reach the masses of people 
who are responding to the churches 
across the nation and the state that 
offer a good worship ministry. 
People are looking for hope and 
many are finding it in Baptist 
churches. 

Smith stated that convention 
leaders are meeting with pastors and 
laypeople all over the state in order 
to gather information about how 
the convention can help pastors and 
churches be more effective in King 
dom ministry. Currently, he said, 
we are more than pleased with what 
we are learning. It's our desire al 
ways to be good servants of the 
churches, said Smith. 
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Bethesda's Royal Ambassadors visit Campbell 
Royal Ambassadors from Bethesda Baptist Church or Clayton were on the campus or 
Campbell University on Saturday, Jan. Il))iirtictpllting in the school's annual "R.A. See 
Campbell University Day." The group or 10 members under the direction or Tim Forbes, 
Lehman Godwin and Bob Jones, was on or 32 groups or R.A. 's from throughout the state 
visiting the campus. The day's activities included tours or the campus, speakers and a bas 
ketball game between Campbell and Towson State, Md. 



variety of reasons have no home 
in which to live." This alone, said 
Mr. Band, should give us cause 
to be thankful for our homes. 

You don't have to be a Chris 
tian to be thankful, said Mr. 
Band, because we all have the 
need to express thanks to God 
for His bountiful blessings. 
However, Christians have spe 

cial reasons for being thankful 
for the gift of eternal life and for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as 
one's guide and comforter. The 
Apostle Paul suffered many 
times for his faith in Christ; yet, 
in his writings, he frequently ex 
pressed thanks to God for his 
blessings. 
After the service, the people 

assembled in the fellowship hall 
for a bountiful time of fellowship 
and good food. 
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Rev. Band says all should give thanks 
By HORACE RICKS 
Director of Missions 

Johnston Baptist Association 
On Wednesday evening, No 

vember 22, people from Pisgah 
and Sharon Baptist churches 
joined with the congregation of 
Bethesda Ba~tist Church for 
their service oThankSgiving. 
The service was led by the host 

pastor, the Rev. Keith Walters. 
The Rev. Bill Monroe of Pisgah 
offered a Thanksgiving prayer, 
and the Rev. Norman Band, pas 
tor of the Sharon Baptist 
Church, delivered the sermon. 
The choir loft was filled with 

people from the three churches. 
It was led by Susan Austin, mu 
sic director at Pisgah. The organ 
ist was Donnette Carroll of Be 
thesda, and the pianist was 
Rona Privette of Sharon. 

Thanksgiving testimonies 
were given by Terry Smith of 
Pisgah, Hugh Stewart of Sharon, 
and Wendy Reavis of Bethesda. 

An offering was received and 
was given to Riverside Christian 
Center near Clayton and Archer 
Lodge. 
The center receives homeless 

women and their children and 
makes an effort to help re 
establish them in society. The 
stay period isn't limited, but 
naturally they give necessary 
care to help them move to an 
other residence. 
The Rev. Norman Band began 

his sermon thusly: "In the Unit 
ed States, 1 million people are 
sleeping on the streets tonight. 
There are homeless men, 
women, and children who for a 
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Everyone can he thankful, 
says pastor at Thanksgiving 

Wednesday evening, Nov. 22, 
people from Pisgah and Sharon 
Baptist churches joined with the 
congregation of Bethesda Chu!.l;h 
for their service of Thanksgiving. 

The service was led by the host 
pastor, the Rev. Keith Walters. The 
Rev. Bill Monroe of Pisgah offered 
a Thanksgiving prayer and the Rev. 
Norman Band, pastor of the Sharon 
Church delivered the sermon. 

The choir loft was filled with 
people from the three churches. It 
was led by Susan Austin, music di 
rector of the Pisgah Church. The 
organist was Donnette Carrol of 
Pisgah and the pianist was Rona __ 
Privette of the Sharon Church. 

Thanksgiving testimonies were 
given by Terry Smith of Pisgah, 
Hugh Stewart of Sharon and Wendy 
Reavis of Bethesda Church. 

An offering was received and was 
given to the Riverside Christian 
Center near Clayton and Archer 
Lodge. The center receives home 
less women and their children and 
makes an effort to help them to be 
come reestablished in society. The 
stay period is not limited, but natu 
rally they give necessary care to 
help them move to another resi 
dence. 

Band began his sermon, "In the 
United States, one million people 
are sleeping on the streets tonight. 
There are homeless men, women 
and children who for a variety of 
reasons have no home in which to 
live. This alone should give us 
cause to be thankful for our 
homes." 

You do not have to be a Chris 
tian to be thankful, stated Band, be- 

cause we all have the need to ex 
press thanks to God for His bounti 
ful blessings. 

However, Christian people have 
special reasons for being thankful 
for the gift of eternal life and for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit as one's 
guide and comforter. The Apostle 
Paul suffered many times for his 
faith in Christ, yet, in his writings, 
he frequently expressed thanks to 
Godfor-his blessings. 

After the service, the people 
assembled in the Fellowship Hall 
for a bountiful time of fellowship 
and good food. 
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-Christian right rallies against U .N. treaty 
The treaty'seems unlikely to 
survire the Senate, but 
conservative groups have 
urged the faithful to make 
their voices heard. 

BY ANNE SAKER 
STAFF WRITER 

Spurred on by religious right 
groups, conservative Christians in 
the Triangle and across the nation 
have been calling Jesse Helms, 

Lauch Faircloth and other U.S. 
senators with dire warnings about 
a United Nations treaty on chil 
dren's rights. 
The callers argue that an agree 

ment designed to safeguard the 
health and education of the 
world's children would make par 
ents surrender the right to disci 
pline their offspring. 
Led by groups that have op 

posed the treaty from the start, 
the citizens are telling the sena 
tors not to even consider the pact. 

They needn't worry. The elec 
tion of a Republican-led Congress 
has put Helms in the chairman's 
seat at the Foreign Relations 
Committee, and he regards inter 
national human rights agree 
ments as infringements of U.S. 
sovereignty. 
The treaty "hits a brick wall 

here," promises committee 
spokesman Mark Thiessen. 
Clinton administration officials, 

mindful of this, have no current 
plans to submit the treaty to the 

Senate, where ratification re 
quires a two-thirds vote. 
Regardless, conservative Chris 

tian groups have been urging the 
faithful for the past two weeks to 
lobby Congress. Spokesmen for 
Helms and Faircloth say their 
offices have received hundreds of 
calls. Sympathetic ministers are 
also attacking the treaty in ser 
mons. 
Last Sunday, for example, the 

Rev. Keith Walters of Bethesda 
Baptist Church in Clayton urged 

his congregants to voice their 
opposition. 
"This treaty takes away the 

rights of parents," he said. "It 
simply states that parents will not 
be able to correct their children." 
Why the clamor? Political sci 

entist Michael Lienesch of the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill says the mobilization, 
while unnecessary for the treaty, 

SEE TREATY, PAGE 7B 
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Silveus, spokesman for the Com 
mittee on UNICEF in Washington. 
UNICEF is the U.N. child welfare 
agency. 
The latest outcry started. Feb. 

16, when U.N. Ambassador Made 
leine Albright endorsed the trea 
ty. Four days later, Focus on the 
Family President James Dobson 
pre-empted his regular radio 
show for one on the treaty. He 
urged listeners to call Congress to 
express opposition. 
Walters and Jeffries said they 

were unaware that the treaty is 
going nowhere. 
"I wanted to assure Senator 

Helms and our other lawmakers 
that we will back them in not 
doing anything else with this," 
Walters said. 

'TREATY 
'I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 B 

serves the Christian right's larger 
agenda by reminding politicians 
of its clout. 
"What we have here is the 

Christian right as it really oper 
ates day to day and at its best," he 
said. The issue, he said, is "close 
to the heart of Christian right 
politics, since it is perceived as a 
real threat to the family. 
"It's good movement politics. 

. . . The Christian Right does a 
good job of practicing the pre 
emptive strike." 
The treaty is called the Conven 

tion on the Rights of the Child. The 
forces arrayed against it include 

Focus on the Family, a Colorado 
Springs broadcasting and educa 
tion outlet, and the Home School 
Legal Defense Association in Per 
cellville, Va. 
Through their radio broadcasts, 

telephone trees and allied church 
es, such groups spread the word 
on issues they consider important. 
"If someone does not explain to 

the American people what is in 
[the treaty], what is problematic 
about it, they will never know, will 
they?" said Paul Hetrick, vice 
president for media relations for 
Focus on the Family. 

The treaty was born in 1989 with 
unanimous U.N. approval. More 
than 170 nations say they abide by 
it, even though there is no enforce- 

ment agency. 
Under the treaty, malnutrition, 

preventable disease and lack of 
basic education are called viola 
tions of children's rights. The 
treaty also prohibits putting chil 
dren into military service or 
exploiting them for slavery or 
prostitution. 
But what concerns conservative 

Christians are several provisions 
they say would restrict how a 
parent disciplines a child or 
guides the child's educational and 
religious upbringing. 

Diana Jeffries, a Raleigh moth 
er of three with one on the way, 
responded to an appeal from the 
Home School Legal Defense Asso 
ciation by calling Congress to 
criticize the treaty's language 

regarding physical abuse. 
"That takes away the right of a 

parent to discipline her children," 
Jeffries said in an interview. "I 
spank my children when I say to 
do something and they say no. 
That's the only way that I can 
shape them to make them under 
stand that I'm not messing 
around." 
Treaty advocates say opponents 

misinterpret the agreement. The 
treaty does not intrude into a 
parent-child relationship, they 
say, and specifically gives a par 
ent primacy. 
"People are completely mis 

reading the treaty and thinking 
that it has to do with them as 
parents rather than how states 
deal with each other," said Susan 
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Bethesda celebrates centennial 

By HORACE RICKS 
Director of Missions 

Johnston Baptist Association 

Bethesda Baptist Church celebrat 
ed its 150th anniversary April 26. The 
day began with Sunday School, con 
tinued with an extended worship ser 
vice, and ended with dinner. 
The Rev. Keith Walters, pastor, 

recognized former pastors who were 
present. Among them were the Rev. 
Tom Womble, employed by the Bap 
tist State Convention in Cary, and the 
Rev. Kenneth Thornton, pastor of 
Princeton Baptist Church. Others 
were the Rev. L.E. Godwin, who has 
retired to the Bethesda community, 
and the Rev. E.C. Reaves, who's also 
retired and living in the community. 
Mr. Walters also recognized the 

Rev. and Mrs. Paul Nix. Mr. Nix was 
the director of missions for the John 
ston Baptist Association prior to the 
time the Rev. R.E. Moore held that 
post. Mr. Walters also recognized 
Horace Ricks, current director of 

missions. 
Bethesda Church was organized 

April 23, 1842 with 19 charter mem 
bers. They were W.M. Batten, Austin 
Avery, Jacob Adams, Willis Gay, Ira 
Hales, Eaton Porch, Josiah Holland, 
Bryan Holland, Moses Wallace, Nel 
lie Price, Lucretia Gay, Elizabeth 
Youngblood, Ann Crocker, Ruth 
Price, Alice Batten, Elizabeth Bat 
ten, Emely Adams, Matilda Willis, 
and Susanna Hales. 
In its ministry, the church has pro 

duced eight preachers: J.W. Smith, 
W.M. Lancaster, J.R. Puckett, El 
bert Godwin, Major Edwards, L.E. 
Godwin Jr., Billie Godwin, and Du 
Pre Sanders. 
In addition, the church licensed 

Linwood Barbour and Wilbert 
Evans. Two others have offered 
themselves for foreign missions: 
Cindy Durham Elsheimer and Paula 
Hopson. 
The following have 

church in the office of clerk: Austin 
Avery, D.H. Adams, Moses Wallace, 
Isaiah Gay, N.L. Barnes, D.J. Ellis, 
N.R. Mitchiner, G.R. Harper, N.G. 
Gulley, R.C. Gulley, J.B. Tryley, 
J.W. Branham, J.J. Wallace, J.H. 
Easom, J.W. Smith, J.E. Smith, Tal 
bert Godwin, C.H. Medlin, Rex 
Gardner, C.G. Cole, Edna Gupton, 
Alice Bradley, Nelda Evans, Betty J. 
Lee, and Phyllis Godwin. 
The church has had 33 pastors. 

Among them were W.H. Davis, John 
Suttle, and A.R. Creech of Micro. 
The church has had three build 

ings. The first, on a three-acre plot 
that cost 25 cents, was behind the 
present building, which was erected 
in 1915. In 1990, the present building 
was renovated. The church owns a 
15--passenger van, a fellowship hall, 
and a parsonage, which is just a 
short distance from the church. 
The choir sang music fitting the 

served the occasion. Mr. Walters preached. ----- - 



--~---THE NEws-& OBSERVER . 
MONDAY, MARCH 13, 1995 

CL~~~'~-? SERVICE 
1 . , - ,..,,_LSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833-2079 

B·e+h-e.sdc-v 
·'IEWS & OBSERVER 

RALErGH, N. C. 

~Md?h1 
MAR J 3 9 5 

r 'advise and enjoin those who direct the paper 
in the tomorrows never to advocate any cause for personal 

profit or preferment. I would wish it always to be "the tocsin" 
and to devote itself to the policies of equality and Justice to the 
underprivileged. 1J the paper should at any time be the voice 

of self-interest or become the spokesman of privilege or selfishness 
it would be untrue to its history. 

-from the will of Josephus Daniels, Editor and Publisher 1894-1948 

~~I Treaty fears misplaced 
The bizarre interpretations of o U.N. treaty on the rights of children · 
are obscuring the valid principles behind this document. Chil~ren 
have ·huinan rights that deserve international acknowledgment. 

T o hear some religious con 
serv. atiyes tell it, that Un.~t 
ed Nations treaty on chil 
dren's rights is a sinister 

document. "This treaty takes away 
the rights of parents," says the 
Rev. Keith Walters of Bethesda 
Baptist Church in Clayton. "It 
simply states that parents will not 
fie able to correct their children." 
=.But if the document simply states 
that, it must be written in disap 
pearing ink. A reading also turns 
up a dearth of support for even 
more frightening interpretations, 
such as one offered by the Focus on 
'the Family organization. The trea 
ty, this group says, "could give our 
children unrestricted access to 
.abortion, pornography, gangs and 
the occult." 
At first glance, it seems odd that 

the treaty - known as the Conven 
tion on the Rights of the Child - 
has gotten these groups stirred up. 
'Since its adoption in 1989 by the 
U.N. General Assembly, the treaty 
has been signed or ratified by 175 
countries and endorsed by such 
organizations as the United Meth 
odist Church, the YMCA and the 

.American Academy of Pediatrics. 
The principle behind the docu 

'ment is sound: Children deserve 
basic human rights and protec 
tions. They ought to grow up 
'without poverty, attend decent 
schools, be free of exploitation and 
receive health care. And with its 
heavy emphasis on the family's 
primacy, the treaty would seem to 
-be something conservative reli 
gious groups would embrace. 
But making the treaty seem 

threatening keeps the troops 
,,.·tiipped up, the phones ringing and 

the politicians in line. Thus a treaty 
article on freedom of religion is 
described as prohibiting parents 
from requiring their children to 
learn about the Bible. What oppo 
nents don't point out is that the 
article specifically recognizes par 
ents' role in directing the child. 
An article on access to informa 

tion is distorted as giving kids the 
right to see the dirty movies of their 
choice - even though the section 
specifically calls for "protection of 
the child from information and 
material injurious to his or her 
well-being." 
And a section calling for "appro 

priate" measures to protect chil 
dren from ''all forms of physical or 
mental violence, injury or abuse, 
neglect or negligent treatment, 
maltreatment or exploitation, in 
cluding sexual abuse" is misread 
as a ban on spanking. 
The strategy is working. So 

strong is the opposition that the 
treaty has been given little chance 
of ratification by the Senate any 
time soon. 
There may be legitimate reasons 

to oppose some sections of the 
document. For instance, if particu 
lar provisions conflict with U.S. 
law, the nation can ratify the treaty 
with "reservations." Enforcement 
ought not be a big issue either. No 
international group could force this 
country to comply; it's mainly a 
matter of pointing out problems. 
There really are children in this 

country who are being mistreated 
and deprived, and ratification of 
the treaty would help call attention 
to them. Too bad the focus is on 
made-up horror stories when real 
ones abound. 
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Bilhesda Baptist Church 
begins 'Journey to Easter' 
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Sunday morning, Feb. 6, the 
pastor led the congregation of 
Bethesda Baptist Church in what he 
called "Journey to Easter." Pastor 
Keith Walters said, "As we focus 
on our Savior's first words from the 
cross, Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are do 
ing." The congregation responded, 
"If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us." 

On the communion table stood a 
gray wooden cross about 16 inches 
tall. The pastor announced that each 

Sunday until Easter a symbol will 
be added to the display. 

All the congregational songs 
centered around the cross. Special 
music was rendered by Tim Forbes 
and his young son, entitled, "Watch 
the Lamb." 

Freddie Neal, instead of doing a 
message for children, asked the fa 
thers with children present to come 
sit at the front. Freddie shared with 
them what children need most from 
their fathers. He then asked the 
children to join their fathers at the 
altar for a brief time of private 
prayer. 
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then asked the children to join their 
fathers at the altar for a brief time of 
private prayer. 

Mr. Walters titled his sermon 
"Forgiveness from the Cross." He 
began: "Go back to the time of Gol 
gotha, the hill which looked vaguely 
like a skull. Three men are about to 
be crucified. Barabbas, a criminal, 
has been released in favor of crucify 
ing Jesus of Nazareth. With Him, 
two criminals are to be crucified." 
Jesus had been given a mock trial 

during the night. As awful as cruci 
fixion was, Jesus had come to Earth 
to sacrifice His body for the world. 
Jesus, who never sinned, was 

treated as a sinner. Yet, he willingly 
bore the pain and the shame, Mr. 
Walters said. Because Jesus was 
faithful to His mission, He stands 
above all people as the Savior of the 
world, he added. 

gregation to attend each Sunday to 
make the six-weekjourney to Easter. 

/'follrney to Easter' at Bethesda P.?'6 
By HORACE RICKS 
Director of.M:issi.Qns 

~hnston Baptist Associati"OID 
Pastor Keith Walters led the con 

gregation of ~thesda Bae~st 
Church in a "Journey to Easter" on 
Sunday, February 6. When he stated 
Jesus's first words from the cross - 
"Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing'' - the 
congregation responded, "Ifwe claim 
to be without sin, we deceive our 
selves and the truth is not in us." 
A gray, wooden cross, about 16 

inches tall, stood on the communion 
table. A symbol will be added to the 
display each Sunday until Easter. 
All the congregational songs cen 

tered on the cross. Tim Forbes and 
his young son sang 'Watch the 
Lamb." 
Freddie Neal asked fathers and 

their children to sit in front. He 
shared with them what children 
need most from their fathers. He 
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Bethesda Baptist to mark 
150th anniversary Sunday 
Bethesda Baptist Church on Highway 70 east of Clayton will 

celebrate its 150th anniversary Sunday. 
That day will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Prayer Room. Sunday 

School will follow at 10 o'clock, and the worship service will start 
at 11. Lunch will follow on the grounds. 
Nineteen charter members - nine men and 10 women - organ 

ized Bethesda Baptist on April 23, 1842. The first sanctuary was a 
log cabin. The second was a frame building. The present facility 
was built in 1915. 
As membership grew, the church added Sunday School rooms, 

built a a parsonage in 1950, and added a fellowship hall. Members 
provided much of the labor. 
The church began with two services a month. In 1954, the 

church began holding services every Sunday morning and eve 
ning. Bethesda has been home to 35 pastors, including the current 
pastor, the Rev. Keith Walters. 
From its membership, seven have served as pastors and two 

others have been licensed to preach. 

The Smithfield Hera 
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Bethesda Baptist Church ready to 

celebrate 150th anniversary 
Bethesda Baptist Church, located 

at 3030 U.S. 70 east of Clayton, 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, 
April 26, in the prayer room of the 
church. 

Sunday school will begin at IO 
a.m. and the preaching service at 11 
a.m. There will be a dinner on the 
grounds after the morning worship 
service 

All past and present members, 
plus friends, of Bethesda are invited 
to help celebrate the anniversary. 

The church mottos are "The 
Church That Cares" and "Bethesda, 
The Place of Healing." It was orga 
nized on April 23, 1842, by 19 

_charter members. The first church 

was a log cabin, the second was a 
frame building and the present 
building was built in 1915. 

As the church progressed, 
Sunday school rooms were added. A 
parsonage was built in 1950 and a 
Fellowship Hall was added in 1978. 
Much of the labor for all these pro 
jects was donated by the church 
members. 

More than 35 pastors have 
served the church in its 150 years. 
From its membership seven men 
have been called to serve as pastors 
and two more have been licensed to 
preach. 

Keith Walters is the pastor of 
the church. 
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Members of the Bob Jones University Male Vocal Ensemble will be 
performing this Sunday at Bethesda Baptist Church in Conover .. Pictur~ 
left to right are Mark Overstreet, Stephen Helder, Scott Elliott, Enc 
Moody, Stephen Schaub and John Stirna. 

Bethesda Babtist University is a fundemental Chris- 
hosts ensem le- tian liberal arts university with an 

annual enrollment of more than 
The public is invited to attend a 5,00{) students from every state in 

_ specal presentation by the Bob the Union, and over 30 foreign coun- 
J ones University Male Vocal tries. BJU offers over 100 
Ensemble at Bethesda Baptist undergraduate majors in its College 
Church on Sunday, Sept. 8, at 6:00 of Arts and Science and Schools of 
p.m. Religion, Fine Arts, Education, 
The program will be based on the Business Administration and Ap- 

theme, "The Anticipation of His plied Studies. 
Coming." Included in the presenta- Bethesda Baptist Church is 
tion will be familiar hymns and located 4 miles north of I-40 (exit 
gospel songs, as well as test~o~es 14J.) on NC 16. For more information 
from team ~embers.'T~e1ea.der of .: .. qmc~rning this presents ·o , . 
the team, Enc MoOdy, will clos~he the church at 459-7710. ~ 
service with a brief message froli 
the Word of God. 
The Male Vocal Ensemble is tour 

ing the midwestern United States 
this fall. The members of the grou 
are students at Bob Jones Universi 
ty in Greenville, S.C. Bob Jone 
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Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Hobbs 
of Raleigh. were supper guests 
of his grandparents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Marion Hobbs, on 
Saturday night. 

Neal Jones. home for the 
weekend on "spring break" 
from school and friend, Miss 
Lynn Stott, were special guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Puckett 
when they entertained their 
family at a luncheon at their 
home on Sunday. 

Mrs. Sandy Ellis, daughter 
in-law of Lyde and Dorothy 
Ellis, is doing nicely at home 
now following recent surgery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Price, 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Price, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Spence, 
all of the Zebulon area, were 
luncheon guests of Sam and 
Janet Johnson on Sunday. 

Mrs. Emma Johnson spent 
some time last week with her 
daughter, Mrs. Emma Pittman, 
who was ill. Mrs. Pittman will 
return to the hospital this week, 
where she is scheduled for 
surgery. 
If you had planned to give a 

contribution to the Bee Bee 
Thornton camera fund, do so at 
earliest convience. 

f!ethesda Ch'urch News ...::f\l 

Edwin Coats of Baptist Foundation to speak 
By Dixie Harper 

Mr. Edwin Coats of the 
Baptist Foundation will be 
guest speaker at the Keen 
Agers' meeting on Thursday 
morning in the fellowship hall. 

A luncheon will conclude this brought the message for 
event. All who are 50 or older, residents of the Colonial Rest 
please attend and bring a dish. Home on Sunday morning. 
Mr. Coats will speak on "Wills Mr. Richard Chucci brought 
and Trust Funds." ' the evening· message at 
The Rev. Kenneth Thornton Bethesda on Sunday. His wife 

~----~·Jean, and son and daughter, 
accompanied him on this 
occassion. 
Two black strips were 

removed from the U. S. map on 
Sunday morning and one other 
on Sunday night. As a certain 
amount is given for Home 
Missions, a strip is removed. 
Let's remove all black strips 
next Sunday. 
Mr. and Mrs. Neely and 

daughter, Jan, of Rutherford 
ton. were house guests of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Thornton Friday 
afternoon through Sunday 
afternoon. On Sunday morning 
during the worship hour, Jan 
sang a solo, accompanied by 
her mother at the piano. Later 
in the service, Mr. and Mrs. 
Neely. Jan and Mr. Thornton 
sang. ·'Set My Soul on Fire, 
Lord." 
The footed crystal vase of , 

large jonquils at the altar were 
grown and placed there by Mrs. 
Gwen Parrish. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Chucci 

and children were guests of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Thornton for 
dessert and coffee following the 
evening service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Godwin. 
Rene. and Mrs. Maybell Giles 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Williams of Angier, on Tuesday 
afternoon. 
Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Godwin, 

Rene and Mrs. Maybell Giles 
visited Mr. and Mrs. William 
Godwin of Goldsboro. 
Saturday. 
The Loyd Godwins attended 

the birthday supper of their 
granddaughter, Amie Langston 
on Saturday night. 
Elder R. L. Fish and Mrs. 

Fish were dinner guests of 
Brother John Raines and Mrs. 
Ashley Harper on 
night. 



- 
CLIPPING SERVICE 
1115 HILLSBORO 

RALEIGH, NC 27603 
TEL. (919) 833 ·2079 

HERALD 
SMITHFIELD, N. C. 

·FEB-12-BS 
~ 

el~ I -1e- tt-1 
Betnesda News Letter 

By DIXIE JORDAN 
RFD CLAYTON, February 12- 

Rebecca Thornton, wife of the Rev. 
Kenneth Thornton of Bethesda 
Baptist Church, will preside next 
Tuesday at a planning meeting of the 
North Carolina Ministers' Wives. She 
is president of the organization. 
The missions organizations will 

meet at the church this week on 
Wednesday evening. There is a place 
for every age, so if you aren't busy, 
join us. 
The Acteens will gather Saturday, 

February 23, at Meredith College .. 
Hostesses for the fellowship 

birthday supper this month are Carol 
Clary Linda Kennedy, Violet Bar 
bour, ' Gladys Harper, and Dixe 
Jordan. 
A near-record nwnber attended 

the mission study Sunday evening 
following supper in the fellowship 
building. The Rev. Eugene Warrick 
taught the adult class, focusing .on 
personalities . involved m misston 
work across the land. Other teachers 

were: Doug Hwnphries, youth class; 
Betty Ellis, grades -H; Marjorie 
Puckett, grades 1-3; and Gail 
Kennedy, pre-schoolers. Dot Ellis, 
WMU president, recognized Lois 
Schaefer and het committee for 
preparing the delicious meal. 
Ruby Lee Howell of Jacksonville, 

Fla., formerly of Princeton, visited 
relatives in the area last week. She 
learned that an old childhood friend, 
Lois Schaefer, had returned here, 
and they had a great time 
reminiscing. 
Jeanette Lee returned home from 

the hospital Sunday. 
Roy Adams recently underwent 

surgery at Bethesda, Md. 
Lillie Godwin underwent knee 

surgery at Johnston Memorial 
Hospital. She is doing fine. 
Jack and Louise Partin of Cary 

spent Thursday with Gladys and 
Georgianna Harper. 
Wilbur and Dixie Jordan visited 

his niece, Mrs. Claude Briggs, on 
Sunday at Johnston Memorial 
Hospital. 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Boone 

recently attended the funeral of his 
cousin, Oscar Moses of Spring Hope. 
Bethesda's KeenAgers met 

Thursday. The program was both 
nostalgic and humorous. Each 
member brought a "favorite shoe," 
and everyone tried to guess who the 
shoes belonged to. The group went to 
Holt Lake Restaurant for lunch. 

\ 



CONCERT AT BETHESDA-Erv Lewis (above) of 
Johnsonville, S.C. will present a concert of musical 
ministry, open to the public, at 7:30 p.m. Sunday (Feb 
ruary 10) at Bethesda B~t Church. A former folk 
singer, he began his singing ministry in 1968. Mr. Lewis 
will be a special guest of the youths of the church at a 
banquet to be sponsored by the Young Married Sunday 
School Classes in the church Fellowship Hall at 5 p.m. 
lSunday. The pastor of the church is the Rev. Kenneth 
Thornton. 
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Bethesda News 

By DIXIE JORDAN 
RFD CLAYTON, March 26-The 

Youth Handbell Choir and Adult 
Choir of Bethany Baptist Church will 
perform on the fifth Sunday night 
(March 31) at Bethesda Baptist 
Church. The service will begin at 7 
p.m. The public is invited. 
Acteen leader Ann Harper, WMU 

director Dot Ellis, and JoAnn 
Kennedy accompanied the Acteens 
to the annual banquet Thursday 
night. 
The Rev. Kenneth Thornton, ac 

companied at the piano by Virginia 
Williams, sang "The Ninety and 
Nine" on Sunday morning. The 
quartet sang "Jesus, Use Me." 
A baptismal service was held for 

candidates Tony Thomas, Heather 
Adams, Connie Sell, Carol West, and 
Patricia Braswell. We welcome 
them into Bethesda's fellowship. 
There is still time to give to the 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
Home Missions. 
Mr. Thornton will be the guest 

evangelist for revival services 
Sunday morning through Friday 
evening (March 31-April 5) at 
Hepzibah Baptist Church. 
Congratulations to Daniel and 

Vickie Evans on the birth of a son, 
Jason Daniel, on March 21. The 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbert Evans and Mrs. Raymond 
Sykes of Selma. Sarah Godwin is the 
great-grandmother. 
Our sick list includes Mary 

Puckett and Jack Lee, both of whom 
are scheduled for surgery; Roy 
Adams; Nellie Clifton; Mary 
Tomlinson; Mrs. Dallas Price, a 
patient at Wilson who spent the 
weekend at home; Jess Stewart at 
Rex, also home for the weekend; and 
Maude Ward, who underwent 
surgery at Johnston Memorial last 
week. 
Art and Betty Graham of 

Brainerd, Minn. are spending some 
time with her sister and brother-in 
law, Carol and John Clary. They 
attended the evening service at 
Bethesda. 
Mary Tomlinson spent the 

weekend with her daughter and son 
in-law, Dot and Lyde Ellis. 
Sunday luncheon guests of Sarah 

Godwin were Bobby and Phyllis 
Godwin and sons Greg and Jeffrey; 
and Wilbert and Nelda Evans. 
Jesse and Marjorie Puckett spent 

some time last week at Topsail 

tty 
Letter 

Beach. 
Charles and Sue Whitaker visited 

her father, Cremo Narron, at a 
nursing home in Zebulon on Sunday. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Thornton were Sunday luncheon 
guests of their son and daughter-in 
law, Jeffrey and Rita Thornton and 
sons of Selma. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Jordan, 

Penny and Norwood visited Wilbur 
and Dixie Jordan on Friday night. 
Jake and Ruby Ivey of Walston 

burg visited relatives here Sunday. 
They had lunch with her sister and 
brother-in-law, Dixie and Wilbur 
Jordan. 
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he Rev. Maurice Grissom 
pastor of Clayton First Bap 
tist Church. Other host 
church is Horne Memorial 
United Methodist Church. 
Hocutt Memorial was host 

church for"M" Night, Sunday 
night, Nov. 18. Susie Bunn 
played the organ and Mar 
shall Tyson, associational 
n .isic director led the music. 
C .her people on the program 
were officers of the associa 
tion. Bethesda Baptist 
Church won the trophies. 
The mission study was 

taught last week by Elaine 
Boyette. 

Personals 
Lewis Bowers was hos 

pitalized with problems in 
his lower intestines. 
The youth went on a 

weekend retreat near Kerr 
Lake with youth leaders 
Andy and Lisa Weems. 
Barbaras and Bill Will 

iams, parents of Jeff Will 
iams and Bo and Al Wpod, 
parents of Robbie Wood took 
the bus trip to Wallace Fri 
day night for the football 
game. 
Flora Wood began . drug 

therapy at N.C. Memorial 
Hospital in Chapel Hill last 
week. 

trophies given each year at 
·the "M" night meeting. 
~ We hope more churches 
will attend "M" night next 

I year. 
I 

NEWS 
CLAYTON, N. C. 

Sgt. Mitchell Hasty, who 
has just completed a 4-year 
our of duty in Germany and 
is wife, the former Tina 

Whitaker, and son Bradley, 
have returned home. I:Ie was 
transferred to Fort Bragg. 
They attended the morning 
service with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Whitaker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Coc 

krell and Amy of Selma en 
tertained her mother, Mrs. 
Marvin Boone at a supper at 
their home celebrating her 
birthday recently. . 
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Thornton visited his sister, 
Mrs. Pearl North who is a pa 
tient at the Naval Hospital in 
Portsmouth, Va. on Friday. 
Mrs. Luther Puckett gave a 

luncheon at her home on 
Sunday celebrating Mr. Puc 
kett's birthday. Present for 
the occasion were the chil 
dren and grandchildren and 
special guest, Mrs. Sarah 
Godwin. 
Wilbur Jordan is out again 

after being shut in several 
days with an ear · ion. 

NOV-20-84 
~~I A-1> 
•BETHESDA NEWSLETTER 

.Study pla~ed 
By Dixie Jordan 

We invite .everyone to at 
tend the movie, "Honey, Your 
Mama's In Prison," on Sun 
day, Nov. 25, at 7 p.m. and 
bring a friend. 
Foreign Mission study will 

be held on Wednesday, Nov. 
28, 7:30 p.m. with classes for 
all ages. Mrs. Mary Brown 
will teach the adult class. We 
invite you to attend. Well 
qualified teachers will be 
teaching each age group. 
Don't forget the annual 

Thanksgiving and birthday 
supper to be held in the fel 
lowship hall on Wednesday, 
Nov. 21, at 7:30p.m. Hostesses 
are Janet Johnson, Ann 
Johnson, Pauline Sasser 
Cornelia Adams and Mavi~ 
Godwin. 
Mrs. Kenneth D. (Becky) 

Thornton was elected presi 
dent of the North Carolina 
Ministers Wives Conference 
at the Baptist State Conven 
tion last week. 
The Maggie Smith prayer 

group visited the residents of 
Britthaven Rest Home on 
Thursday afternoon. Follow 
ing the program of song and 
devotion led by the Rev. L.E. 
Godwin Sr. they distributed 
bananas to the residents. 
The support given at "M" 

night is greatly appreciated. 
The program was led and di 
rected by the Rev. Maurice 
Grissom, pastor of First Bap 
tist Church, Clayton Associa 
tional Church Traini~g di 
rector. 
The almost "full house" 

was welcomed by Hocutt's 
pastor, the Rev. Tom 
Herndon, and enjoyed a pup 
pet skit and clowns by 
Bethesda's youth, congrega 
tional singing, special music 
by the youth choir of the First 
Baptist Church, Smithfield 
and the message brought by 
Dr. Kenneth Thrasher, pas 
tor of Sharon Baptist Church. 
all on the theme, "Training 
To Serve." 
The Rev. Kenneth 

Thornton was recognized for 
his commitment to the train 
ing program of the Baptist 
churches. He is also a former 
associational church train 
lng director. 
Bethesda is blessed with a 

strong church training pro 
ram and ~ed both 

AMELIA NEWS 

Service planned 
By Mary Lee 

Our annual Thanksgiving 
Eve service will be held Wed 
nesday, Nov. 21at7:30 p.m, at 
the church. 
The Laymen will have their 

breakfast meeting Sunday, 
Nov. 25 at 8 a.m. at the church 
in the fellowship hall. 
The junior youth fellow 

ship will meet Sunday even 
ing from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on 
November 25 at the church. 
The Deacon of the Week is 

Rena Langdon. Let's re 
member the sick with our 
prayers and visits. 
Happy Thanksgiving 

everyone! 

HOCUTT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 

Will have speaker 
By Flora H. Wood 

The annual community 
Thanksgiving service will be 
held at Hocutt Memorial 
Church Wednesday, Nov. 21 
at 7:30 p.m. Speaker will be 
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Rev. Kenneth Thornton 

Dupree, also North Carolina 
native and their two children. 

J.- Cf ,, • I . 
evrva services 
re planned at 
Bethesda Baptist 
The Rev. Kenneth Thornton 

and church family invites 
everyone to attend revival ser 
vices at Bethesda Baptist 
Church, located on U.S. 70 
between Clayton and Smith 
field. Services begin on 
Monday. Sept. 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
and will continue each evening 
through Friday, Sept. 21. 

The visiting evangelist will 
be Eugene S. Warrick of 
Goldsboro. He serves as 
recruiter of Mission Volunteers 
as a Christian Service Corps 
Worker under the direction of 
the Home Mission Board. He is 
married to the former Barbara 

The Rev. Thornton attended 
Campbell College, Buies Creek, 
Mount Olive College, Mount 
Olive and Fruitland Bible 
Institute, Hendersonville. H~ 
graduated from Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He has served as pastor in 
severla North Carolina towns 
and in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. His hobbies are fish-ng 
and camping. There will be 
special singing each night and a 
nursery provided. Come, hear 
this dynamic speaker. 

~ 
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Bethesda holds Deacon 
Installation Service 

When the Rev. Keith Walters, 
pastor of the Bethesda Baptist 
<;hurch. began a deacon installation 
service, two candles were lighted on 
the communion table. It was stated 
that although there are three persons 
in the Trinity - Father, Christ and 
the Holy Spirit - only two candles 
were lighted. The Holy Spirit lives 
in a Christian and He shines 
through the person's life. 

After the explanation, the pastor 
delivered a sermon entitled "A Chal 
lenge to the Deacons." He stated 
that deacon ministry was begun be 
cause of a problem in a New Tes 
tament church. Today's deacons do 
their ministry in much the same 
way as those first deacons. But the 
function of current deacons is more 
broadly defined due to greater devel 
opment in the churches. "In the of- 

fice of deacon, one shares in the in 
ner workings of church," said Mr. 
Walters. Deaconship is the most re 
sponsible position of lay leadership 
which a church can bestow upon a 
person in its membership, stated 
the pastor. 

In discussing the lifestyle of the 
deacon, he said a deacon should re 
frain from the consumption of al 
coholic beverages, and he should 
not be greedy or miserly in regard 
to material possessions. They are to 
be careful with the use of the 
church's money and possessions. 

Rev. Walters counseled that dea 
cons need to study the scriptures 
and be regular in church attendance 
so they will gain a good understand 
ing of biblical doctrine. The min 
istry of the deacons is doctrine 
based and the doctrines serve as 

guides in ministry. 
The pastor said the wives of dea 

cons are to be good church mem 
bers, to support their husbands in 
deacon ministry and to keep confi 
dential those matters that for a time 
requires confidentiality. 

The deacons are members of the 
church's team of leaders and to 
gether they form a large volunteer 
staff. Much of the work of min 
istry, he stated, is done by those 
people. He, therefore, challenged 
the deacons as they enter a new 
church year of ministry to set the 
example for others in the church. 

At the end of the service, the 
deacons and the church family knelt 
in prayer and Horace Ricks led the 
prayer of dedication. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 

Of 

BETHESDA BAPTIST CHURCH 

Route 1, U. S. Highway 70 East 

Clayton, North Carolina 

1842-1967 

PREPARED FOR THE CHURCH 

BY 

ALICE BRADLEY 
(Clerk) 

April 23, 1967 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 1967 

Pastor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Adult Choir Director 
_ William J. Furr 
Mrs. Carol Puckett 

Youth Choir Director _ _ _ _ 
Junior Choir Director _ 

Mrs. Helen Little 
_ _ _ _ Larry Harper 

Miss Charlotte Baker Organist 
Pianist _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Clerk _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Miss Melanie Little 
_ _ Mrs. Alice Bradley 

_ _ _ _ _ _ C. W. Baker Treasurer _ _ 
Church Secretary - _ _ _ _ Mrs. Donna Ellis 
Sexton _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Joseph Kennedy 
Librarian _ - - - _ _ _ _ Mrs. Nelda Evans 

ONE YEAR 
Luther Godwin 
Charles Holland 
Loyd Godwin 

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 

TWO YEARS 
Glenn Davis 
Bill Baker 
Jack Lee 

THREE YEARS 
Lynwood Hobbs 
Jimmy Catlette 
Reuben Little 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Rex Gardner (1967) 
Loyd Godwin (1968) 

Luther 'Puckett (1969), Glenn Davis (1970) 
Chairman Jim Catlette (1971) 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Jack Lee, Enlistment 
Bill Baker, Finance 
Glenn Davis, Ushers 
Mrs. Victoria Jones, Lord's Supper 
Luther Godwin, 

Building & Grounds 

Marion Hobbs, Cemetery 
Mrs. Dh:ie Harper, Flowers 
Mrs. Nelda Evans, Library 
Mrs. Lola Mae Lee, Kitchen 
Mrs, Mary Puckett, 

Benevolence 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

Loyd Godwin, Gen. Supt. 
Reuben Little, Adult Supt. 
Mrs. Helen Little, Y. P. Supt. 
Miss Sandra Johnson, Secretary 
Mrs. Dixie Harper, Adult 
Mrs. Mary Puckett, Fidelis 
Mrs. Sarah Godwin, Fidelis 
Ayden Lee, Sr., Bereans 
Mrs. Bobbie Furr, Young Adult 

Mrs. Gertie Thomas, Young People 
Mrs. Virgie Wood, Intermediates 
Lynwood Hobbs, Junior Boys 
Mrs. Shirley Holland, Junior Girls 
Mrs. Letha Harper, Primaries 
Mrs. Maybelle Giles, Beginners 
Mrs. Lola Mae Lee, Nursery No. 1 
Mrs. Emma Catlette, Nursery No. 2 

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION 

Mrs. Dixie Harper, President 
Mrs. Lola Mae .Lee, 

Vice-President 
Mrs. Dorathy Ellis, Secretary 

Mrs. Bobbie Furr, YWA Director 
Mrs. Letha Harper, GA Director 
Mrs. Shirley Holland, Sunbeam 
Director 

BAPTIST MEN 

Jimmy Catlette, President 
Reuben Little, Vice-President 
Joseph Kennedy, Secretary 
Bill Baker, Personal Steward- 

ship 

Lynwood Hobbs, World Missions 
Charles Holland, Christian 
Witness 

Larry Harper, RA Leader 
H. M. Parrish, Asst. RA Leader 
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WILLIAM J. FURR 

OUR 

PASTOR 

The minister of our church, The Reverend William J. Furr, is 
now in his third year as pastor at Bethesda. He moved here in 
August, 1964 from the Lee's Chapel Baptist Church in Middle 
sex, North Carolina. 
Mr. Furr is a native of Concord, North Carolina. He is the son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn T. Furr of Concord. He is married to the 
former Bobbie White, also of Concord. 
He is a graduate of Winecoff High School, Concord, North 

Carolina; Wingate College, Wingate, North Carolina; Furman 
University, Greenville, South Carolina {B. A. Degree); and South 
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, orth Caro 
lina (B. D. Degree). 

4 



BRIEF HISTORY OF BETHESDA BAPTIST CHURCH 

Bethesda Missionary Baptist Ohurch was organized April 23, 
1842, in a log building on the present site with 19 charter mem 
bers-nine males and ten females, the names of which are as 
follows: 

Males 
W. M. Batten 
Austen Avery 
Jacob Adams 
Willis Gay 
Ira Hales 

Females 
Nellie Price 
Lucretia Gay 
Elizabeth Youngblood 
Ann Crocker 
Ruth Price 

Eaton Porch 
J osiah Holland 
Bryan Holland 
Moses Wallace 

Alice Batten 
Elizabeth Batten 
Emely Adams 
Matilda Willis 
Susanna Hales 

The church has had three buildings-the first was built of logs. 
The second was a frame building with a shed on the left side of 
it for Negro people. Later this building was repaired and enlarged 
and the pulpit was moved from the front to the rear and furnished 
with new pews. The present building was erected in 1915 at a 
cost of $4,200. The old building was sold to Negros for a school. 

Seven preachers have gone out from this church. They ar : J . W. 
Smith, W. M. Lancaster, J. R. Puckett, Elbert Godwin, Major 
Edwards, L. E. Godwin, Jr., and Billy Godwin. In 1964 Linwood 
Barbour was licensed to preach by the church. 
The church has been served by 29 pastors and 22 clerks. The 

pastors are as follows: 
Bryant Holland 
Ezekiel Holland 
John F. Ellington 
A.G. Nowell 
J. M. White 
W .C. Nowell 
J. W. Rose 
J. L. Cottingham 

1842 - 1846 
1847 - 1850 
1851 - 1878 
1879 - 1880 
1881 
1881 - 1888 
1889 
1890 - 1891 
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0. C. Horton 
H. W. Norris 
C. H. Utley 
W. H. Davis 
Lacy Hoge 
J. W. Smith 
J. W. Suttle 
D. P. Bridges 
J. W. Smith 
R. W. Harrell 
J. V. Teague 
W. T. Tate 
J. E. Lanier 
R. L. Gay 
R. C. White 
A. R. Creech 
A. C. McCall 
A. R. Creech 
L. E. Godwin 
C. E. Crawford 
L. E. Godwin 
E. Willard Baxter 
Tom C. Womble 
William J. Furr 

1891 - 1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 - 1905 
1906 - 1908 
1909 
1910 - 1912 
1913 
1914 - 1915 
1916 - 1919 
1920 - 1923 
1924 - 1925 
1926 - 1939 
1940 - 1941 
1942 - 1944 
1944 - 1946 
1947 - 1948 
1949 - 1956 
1956 - 1960 
1960 - 1964 
1964 - Present 

The clerks were as follows: Austin Avery, D. H. Adams, Moses 
Wallace, Isiah Gay, N. L. Barnes, D. J. Ellis, N. R. Mitchiner, 
G. n. Harper, N. G. Gulley, R. C. Gulley, J. B. Tryley, J. W. 
Branham, J. J. Wallace, J. H. Eason, J. W. Smith, J. E. Smith, 
Talbert Godwin, C. H. Medlin, Rex Gardner, C. G. Cole, and Mrs. 
Edna Gupton. Mrs. Alice Bradley has served as our church clerk 
since 1961. Our Sunday School Superintendent, Loyd Godwin, has 
served us since 1949. 
Under the guidance of our pastors, much progress has been 

made in our church both spiritually and materially. In 1950 a 
parsonage was built at an approximate cost of $5,000, with the 
greater part of the labor given by the members. In 1952 a gas 
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heating system was installed in our church. Four new Sunday 
School classrooms were added in 1953 to take care of the much 
needed space. At that time we had become a standard Sunday 
School. The addition of these Sunday School rooms was completed 
with a very small cash outlay as generous donations of lumber and 
labor were given by many members. In 1954 the inside of the 
church was repainted including all Sunday School rooms, pews re 
worked, and floors sanded and refinished. The entire job was 
completed at a cost of approximately $1,750. This amount was 
given to our building fund with the exception of $600 which was 
necessary to borrow to complete the work we had begun. 
In 1954 the church membership voted to have services every 

Sunday morning and evening. The pastor's salary was increased, 
and he was hired full-time. Prior to 1954, services were held only 
two Sundays a month, first and third Sundays only. 
In 1957 the membership purchased stained glass windows in the 

sanctuary and two classrooms on the right were built. Some of 
these were memorial windows while others were family donations. 
Brass plaques were also purchased at no expense to the church to 
designate the persons purchasing windows. In 1958 an annex was 
added to the church facility. This annex included two restrooms, 
library, kitchen, fellowship hall or assembly room which converts 
into two classrooms, nursery, and four classrooms at a cost of 
approximately $4,500. Part of the labor was given by the members. 
In 1959 a memograph machine was purchased for the church, and 

bulletins were prepared each Sunday for the services. In 1959 a 
carpet was purchased for the sanctuary to replace the badly-worn 
one then in use. Of the $895 cost approximately $722 was pledged, 
leaving a cost to the church of $260. Also in the same year, a floor 
furnace was added to the parsonage. 

In 1062 the church acquired 22 choir robes. A pew committee 
was selected in 1963 to investigate the acquisition of new pews. 
These were added at a cost of approximately $2,900 with $1,064 
being pledged. 
In 1963 the church hired its first Church Secretary-Mrs. Sandra 

Harper. Mrs. Harper served the church in this capacity until 
September, 1966. She was succeeded by Mrs. Donna Ellis of 
Clayton. 
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Several gifts have been presented to the church during the past 
few years. The brotherhood of the church donated spotlights to be 
placed in the front of the church to come on automatically at 
dust as the bullentin board, which was given in 1960, does. The 
family of Mr. J. B. Coates presented an electronic organ to the 
church in memory of Mrs. Lula Coates, wife and mother, in 1958. 
In the same year Mrs. Alma Parrish gave the communion table. In 
1965 Mr. Bezzell Coates gave the church several flower plants and 
pieces of shrubbery to set out in the parsonage yard. In 1967 Mr. 
Lee B. Smith died and left in his will the following bequest: "I 
direct my executors to set up out of my estate the principal sum 
of $1,000, in trust, so that the income from $1,000 shall be paid 
annually to Bethesda Baptist Church as long as it is a Baptist 
Church." 

In the past few years the choir program at our church has in 
creased in scope. In 1964 a Junior Ohoir was formed for Primaries 
and Juniors, directed by Larry Harper. In February, 1967, a Youth 
Choir was formed, directed by Mrs. Helen Little. 
During the last several years the church has made much progress 

in personal stewardship. In 1956 the total expenditures were only 
$5,250.05; in 1966 the total local expenditures were $19,665.00. In 
1956 mission expenditures were only $483.00; in 1966 were 
$2,933.00. 
In June, 1964, our pastor, Tom C. Womble, resigned his work 

at Bethesda after four years of service to move to the pastorate of 
The First Baptist Church of Bladenboro. He was succeeded by our 
present pastor, William J. Furr, who assumed work at Bethesda 
August 16, 1964. · 
During the past three years many significant things have happened 

at our church. One of these was the writing of a new church con 
stitution in February, 1965. Prior to this time, the only constitution 
the church had was the original one drawn up in April, 1842. The 
new constitution was adopted by the church at the February, 1965 
Conference. Copies of it were printed up and distributed to all the 
church members. Enough were printed so that new members in the 
upcoming years will receive one upon their joining the church. 
Another important happening in the last few years was the ex 

tensive work done on our sanctuary. In November and December, 
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1965, major repairs were done. The old plaster was taken from the 
walls and replaced by sheetrock. The walls and roof were insulated, 
and the interior of the sanctuary was given a fresh coat of paint. 

In the summer of 196.5 the church parsonage was remodeled and 
repaired. Due to the four-laning of Highway 70 it had to be moved 
back forty-five feet. This was done, and much work was done to 
make the parsonage more servicable. It was brick-veneered, and a 
car-port was added. The back porch was completely remodeled, the 
kitchen received a new double-sink, and some of the ceilings were 
sheet-rocked. The house was re-painted inside and out. 
The summer of 1966 was a note-worthy one for Bethesda's mem 

bers because it was during this time that the entire church was 
a.r-conditioned. The entire project cost about $6,000 with about 
~:2,500 being donated by church members and friends. 
This brings us up to the present time and most of you are familiar 

wil h what is going on now. 

Submitted with love for our church, 

Mrs. Alice P. Bradley 
Church Clerk 
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HISTORY OF BETHESDA CHURCH 

One realized the ~mpossibility of writing a full and complete history of one 
hundred years of service rendered by this church; therefore the following will 
be very brief. 

Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church was organized April 23, 1842, in a log 
buildini on the preseni site with 19 charter members~nine male and ten female, 
the names of which are as follows: 

Male Female 

W.M. Batten 
Austen Avery 
Jacob Adams 
Willie Gay 
Ira Hales 
Eaton Porch 
Josiah Holland 
Bryan Holland 
Moses Wallace 

Nellie Price 
Lucretia Gay 
FJ.izabeth Youngblood 
Ann Crocker 
Ruth Price 
Allee Batten 
FJ.izabeth Batten 
Emely" Adams 
Matilda Willis 
Susanna Hales 

With the following constitution to which the above subscribed their names: 

The Constitution of the Baptist Church at Bethesda, Johnson County, North 
Carolina. 

For as much as .Almighty God by His grace has been pleased to call us whose 
names are here unto subscribed out of darkness into light and all of us have 
been regularly baptized upon the profession of our faith in Christ Jesus, and 
have given up ourselves unto the Lord and to one another in a gospel church. 

We do covenant to meet at our said church, Bethesda, at least as often as 
once a month, the time to be designated by the members of the church, and where 
in such meetings to be governed and guided by tfte Word of God. 

We do, therefore, in the name of our Lord Jesus and by His assistance covenant 
and agree to keep the discipline of the church of which we are members in the 
most brotherly affection towards each other, while we endeavor punctually to 
observe the following rules of conduct in love. 

1. To pray with and for each other and if need be in the most tender and 
affectionate manner to reprove one another, that if we discover anything amiss 
in a brother or sister to go and tell him or her their fault and not be 
whisperini and backbiting. 

2. We also by God's assistance to pray in our families, to attend our church 
meetings, to observe the Lord's Day, and keep it holy, and not to absent our 
selves from communion of the Lord's Supper without a good and justifiable excuse, 
to be ready to contribute to the defraying expenses of the church and to give of 
our earthly substance for the support of the minister in charge, "and not 
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn". 

3. We will not irregularly depart from the fellowship of the church nor connect 
ourselves with another church without a letter of dismission. 
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The foregoing covenant we pledge ourselves as Christians to keep and observe and 
as a testimony whereof we have subscribed our names. 

The church has been served by 24 pastors and 19 clerks. The clerks were as follows: 

Austin Avery, D.H.Adams, Moses Wallace, Isiah Gay, N.L. Barnes, D.J. Ellis, N.R. 
Mitchiner, G.R. Harper, N.G. Gulley, R.C. Gulley, J.B. Tryley, J.W. Branham, J.J. 
Wallace, J.H. Eason, J.W. Smith, J.E. Smith, Talbert Godwin, C.R. Medlin, Rex Gardner. 

The pastors and their period of service: 

Bryant Bolland 1842-1846 
Ezekial Holland 1847-1850 
John F. Ellington 1851-1878 
A.G. Nowell 1879-1880 
J.M. White 1881- 
w.c. Nowell 1881-1888 
J.W. Rose 1889 
J.L. Cottingham 1890-1891 
o.c. Horton 1891-1894 
H.W. No:bris 1895 
C.H. Utley 1896 
W.H. Davis 189'7 
Lacy Hoge 1898 
J.W. Smith 1899 
J.W. Suttle 1900-1905 
D.P. Bridges 1905-1908 
J.W. Smith 1909 
R.W. Harrell 1910-1912 
J.V. Teague 1913 
W.T. Tate 1914-1915 
J.E. Lanier 1916-1919 
R.L. Gay 1920-1923 
R.C. White 1924-1925 
A.R. Creech 1926-19.39 
A.C. McCall 1940-1941 
A.R. Creech 942 

Three preachers have gone out from this church to preach the Gospel: Brother 
J.W. ·smith was ordained August 6, 1898 by Rev. J.W. Suttle and Rev. J.F. Tuttle. 
Brother W.M. Lancaster was licensed to preach the Gospel October 25, 1913. Brother 
Elbert Godwin was ordained to preach the Gospel August 30, 1925, by Rev. R.C. White 
and Rev. C.A. JenkiRs. 

A revival meeting was held in 1866 at which time 40 united with the church, one 
of which was Needham Gulley. The baptizing was held September 23, 1866. The oldest 
male members now living are: E.S. Lancaster, who united with the church October Z7, 
1883; W.E. Godwin, who joined September, 1888; S.V. Smith and J.E. Smith who joined 
August 23, 1890. Oldest female members living are: Mrs. Sarah Williams, who joined 
August 6, 1885; Mrs. Ida Hall and Mrs. Martha Price, who joined September, 1885. 

The church has had three buildings- -The first, as stated above, was built of logs. 
The second was a frame building with a shed on the left side for colored people. 
Later this building was repaired and enlarged and the pulpit moved from the front 
to the rear, and furnished with new pews. 

The present building was erected in 1915 at a cost of $4200.00. ·rhe old building 
was sold to the colored people for a school. 
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There have been dark days, and there have been bright ones; there have been 
struggles and strife, mingled with joy and gladness. 

For all that has been accomplished Our Heavenly Father is due all the credit 
for it has been He who has led, guided, directed, and given us a hundred birthdays. 
All praise, glory, and honor be given to Him--now and forever more. 

Historical Committee 

W.N. Parrish 
J.F.. Smith 
Albert Gardner 
Joe Puckett 
Rex Gardner 
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He has been turned down for 
Social Security disability, accord 
ing to White. Meanwhile, during 
the same time frame, Bissette's 
wife, Gwen, 32, carrying the cou 
ple's third child, experienced 
health problems of her own with a 
diabetic pregnancy. 

"Percy always was the one who 
kept all of us going. Just before all 
this happened he had became an 
ordained deacon in Bethesda Bap 
tist Church in Clayton," said 
White. 
The Bissette's sent a thank you 

note to White to share with those 
who helped the family. 
In part, the Bissettes wrote: 
"Words can not even begin to 

express the overwhelming appreci 
ation and love our family feels for 
those in the town of Holden Beach 
who have shown such kindness 
and generosity by their expression 
of gifts, money, prayers, encour 
agement and support over the last 
year and this Christmas season. 
Each of you have been angels. 

"Although the last year has 
brought us to our lowest valleys, 
we have also seen the highest 
mountains through God's grace. 
We have continued to be blessed· 
through the kindness and love ex 
tended to our family not only by 
Christian friends and family, but 
also by perfect strangers." 
The community contributed 

generously. Hickman turned over 
donations totaling $2,500 to the 
Bissette family. White said the 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY PHYLLIS WHITE 

THE BISSETTE FAMILY of 
Clayton received a generous 
helping hand for the Christmas 
season from Holden Beach 
employees, residents and busi 
nesses. From right are Percy, 
Gwen, 5-month-old Austin, Sa 
vannah, 5, and Hunter, 2. 

women on the town staff pooled 
resources to provide this year's 
"Santa Claus" (gifts) for the three 
Bissette children--Savannah, 5, 
Hunter, 2, and Austin, 5 months. 
'This is the reason for the sea 

son!" wrote the Bissettes in their 
letter. "We wish all of you the 
warmth of Christ this Christmas 



~t(al l 
S'lh1ltit.Ll 

1 
Nl 

~ -- ' .. r ; L. · .. ·. ·_._n 1: •. · <ey,~~~in · 
, Churches in the Clayton, .· . · ·Parks, at.7 p.n;VDec. ]5 and 11 

· Garner and Smithfield · 1 
r a'm. Dec.119. 'Hor more 

'communities have united to l . · informatior\''c~ll 936-3871. 
1 organize an evening of Christian .x 1 The Hdly.~hurch of Christ 
· fellowship, praise and wprship, 1•· , . will hold a -, garage and yard sale . 
, 1 Unity Night 2000 is.scheduled fqr Saturday1at ~ heme o.f Bishop· 
· 9 p.m. till I a.m, Frida~'Dec. 31, , :. Halton~·Taylo!:J>f 130 Halton Lane 

-~at Clayton High '.school:Banqs, r --. off 'J.'.~orn~·IWa~~d/Selma. For · · 
· choirs and dramateams will ,· .. ~ore_ irifo_rm' on, call Carolyn 
··'perform throughoutthe night. .. Taylorae965-9 67. , · 
Children's activities.Including. ': · , Propjhis obby Baker of 
music, games· and· crafts, will run l Raleigh · , ak at 7:30 p.m. 
'till 11:30 p.m. 'Ihe'highlightof the -Saturday, ·,, .. Ll!e. 

: evening.will be.the raising of the 1 DeHverance ~l'~lstrles, 111 S. · . 
cross at midnight as a mass choir Marke~ St., peAsop. 1 • , • 

singsinthe NewYefil: For more l '''.A ntunber'9f choirs Will .. 1 
information, or 'to participate in ' perform starting at 5 p.m. r 

the program, call 550-9253. Sunday at tq,e y.iest.ern · 
The Gospel Choir of Wesley Assemb!)' Headquarters i 

Chapel AME Church near 1 
.. , Bul.ldlng on'_u.~. 701~orth of 

·Smithfield.will perform at'3f~ci, r.' ;_Newt~~ Gro~~,:Adrriis.sion is free; 
p.m. Sunday at New St. Johnson· ; -the sponsors will collect an 
A.¥~ Churchin Goldsboro, · ; offering Ion the .~hoir~1 ·• 

·something Different, a · ·~ A auarterly meeting is · 
Johnston County group, will' scnedulecf for 3 '&.m: Sunday at 

· . · -. .p~r:(9fll.1..llliP:!!l.·. ~~!~9~Y,~~, · ''.fl! $Jpal· tfoly .,Churc~ in Pine 
·'· .. ~Auburn.Christian Churc,h in - ~evel. E~~t Evelyn Joyner · 

Auburn. , ' of Washington· B'ranch Chapel 
' A performance· of the cantata . - -Church in Snow Hill will speak. . 
"Because It'~ Christmas" is 1 .~~rBethesd!._ Baptist Church_,Jvill 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Sunday at · .~~resent the cantata "R's a · 
Edgerton Memorial United 1 • · Strange Way to Save the World'.' 
Methodist Church, 401 W. . · . , at 7 p.m. ~urid~Y, The church is 
Anderson St., Selma:A reception· on U.S. 70 Bus~ess between 
will follow. ~ · : Smithfield'and ljlayton. . 

"Come and Be Blessed," a.. . A fellowship service is 
concez:t, is scheduled for 6 p~m. · -scheduled for'7:3q p.m. today, , 
Sunday at Bethel United Holy · (Friday) at;St.Ji:i~ul Church of , 

, Church in Kenly: ThejolloWing i1•• ~hrlst on;N:C. 3 ·ii) the Emit· ~ 
will perform:, the Tabernacl~ . . co~unity. Ev gelist Hattie 
Gospel Choir of Kenly, the· Loft~n of Smith Id will speak.· 
Mangum Family oLWtlson, the St. · A•Youtp Dayi rvice is 
John Gospel Choir from Black · scheduled for ll~a.m. Sunday at 
Creek and Minister Kathy Batts. ·Burning Bush tfollness . 
· A.home-m~ssions servic~ is Tabernacle on ~e~~~ . 

1. scheduled. for 3:30 p.m. Sunday at ._ , · ' · ·f" ~ ·1 • < · • • 
. Smith Chapel Church on U.S.· 
· 701 south of Four Oaks. Elders 
· Mary Snead Smith, Tony Ellis 
and Mary Snead Ellis will speak.. 
.. Brother Larry,D: R:ichardson 

f,/.\~lr' will preach his first sermon at 4 
'V " ' p.m. Sunday, Dec. 1~, atNew Hll.l '· 

)ff~:.:.'< Missionary Baptist Church on J 

~~\\-~ · Buffat{rRoad, CfaYto"ii." · 
The Inspiration Singers from 

Princeton United Methodist 
r.hmrh will Of'lrform ".Tovfnl nnn 

1 
Street'in Smithfield. Elder 1 

• 

Charlie Shaw of Evening Star 
United Holiness Church in Dunn 
will speak. Also on Sunday, the 
youth of Burning Bu,Sh will be in 
charge of the 7:30 p.m~ service. · 

A Christmas Store for childre 
12 and younger' is scheduled fro 
9 a.m. till 1 p.m. Saturday at the 
Four Oaks Church of God on 
U.S. 301 beside .Dunn's Gas & 

· Grocery. Children are invited to 
· shop for inexpensive gifts for 
family and friends. The church's 
Young Ladies Minis\ries will 

. wrap the gifts. . .'-- ' . 


