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O{q I~ , Pd Church helps teens stay out of trouble 
BY JASON FOSTER 

Gazette Staff Reporter 

Rich Abernathy knows it would 
be easy for the pressures associ 
ated with teenage life - sex, 
drugs, school and preparing for 
college - to lead him to make a 
poor decision. 
But he also believes he has 

found a way to deal with those 
challenges. 
Abernathy, president of the 

youth group at Gastonia's First 
United Methodist Church and a 
senior at Ashbrook High School, 
said it's become second nature to 
look for spiritual guidance before 
making a decision. 
Abernathy, 17, knows he'll get 

that both from his peers and 
John Clark/The Gazette church leaders. 

eith Wilson, a senior at Forestview High "It makes me a little more 
chool, prepares to leave on a youth retreat aware of what I do before I do it," 
'th Bethlehem Baptist Church. he said. ·r~------------- -~~""-~~~~~~~.....-.....-.....---,,.--~.....-.....-~~~~~.....-.....--.:"' 

..,,..~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.....-~~~~~~~~~--,~·~~.....-.....-~~~~~~--. 

On the Net 
www.youthandreligion.org 

"It sort of makes you more 
conscientious of what you do 
and what you say. It's just some 
thing where, subconsciously, I 
think 'What's going to be the end 
result?"' 
Abernathy says going to church 

can make a difference for a 
teenager, and a recent report pub 
lished by UNC-Chapel Hill sup 
ports the claim. 
The report, usin~ information 

gathered from 12t -graders na 
tionwide, found those who attend 
church on a regular basis are less 
likely to exhibit delinquent behav 
ior than their non-churchgoing 
counterparts. 



·•Teens 
continued from Page 1A 

The report found churchgo 
ing 12th.graders are less likely 
to commit crime, tend to be 
better behaved in school and 
are more likely to be involved 
in community activities. 
The report is part of a re 

search project called the Na 
tional Study of Youth and Reli 
gion. The purpose of the proj 
ect is to research the influ 
ence of religion and spirituali 
ty in the lives of teens. Re 
searchers at the University of 
Michigan collected data for 
the report. 
Regular religious service at 

tendance, high personal impor 
tance of faith and heavy in 
volvement in church youth 
group activities are tied with 
safer and more constructive 
lifestyles for teenagers, the re 
port shows. 
"Obviously I believe there's 

some truth to that or I wouldn't 
have been doing it for 23 
years," said Becky Greene 
youth director at First United 
Methodist. 
But ministering to youth has 

changed in the last two 
decades. 
"I think their basic needs are 

still the same, but how you ap 
proach those issues is what's 
changed," Greene said. 
Churches have had to in 

crease the level of involve 
ment for youth programs. In 
the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
churches usually offered only 
a Sunday school class and a 
Sunday night activity for 
youth. 

Now, there are prayer break 
fasts before school, out-of 
town retreats and youth con- 
ferences. . 
"Part of what's changed is 

there are more options," 
Greene said. "You just offer 
them more opportunities for 
contact with their friends and 
caring adults." 
The greater role a church 

can play ii: the life of a teen, 
the less hkely they'll make 
poor moral choices, Green 
said. 
"One of the things the 

church offers, I think, is a 
place to sort of balance that 
out," she said. 
Greene wants her students 

to know the importance of 
community service, which she 
said often has a positive ef 
fect on their attitude. She 
points to experiences her stu 
dents have had volunteering 
at Cornerstone Christian Cen 
ter, a substance abuse treat 
ment center. 
"They do see some of the 

consequences of poor choices 
and that does help them to 

"The truth is changing 
them. It gives them 

a grounding, a sense of 
who they are- in Christ. 
When you know why 

you're here, trouble just 
doesn't make sense." 

Nathan Smith 
youth coordinator 

have a better perspective on 
things," she said. 
Though the report can't defi 

nitely say the results would be 
typical of all teenagers, it 
gives researchers an idea of 
what to expect. 
"Intuitively, we can say 

we're not far off of a general 
idea of what is typical of 
teenagers," said Melinda Den 
ton, the project's manager. "If 
we're finding these results 
among 12th.graders, we would 
n't be surprised to find similar 
findings in younger teens as 
well." 
Despite being an honor stu 

dent and athlete at the High 
land School of Technology, 
Brandon Loveless, 16, says 
spiritual encouragement helps 
him stay focused. 
Reflecting on Scripture can 

supplj' the best advice when 
faced with any type of deci 
sion, Loveless said, especially 
those dealing with issues like 
drinking and sex. 
But that doesn't mean fol 

lowing the advice is easy, and 
often times he finds himself 
in the social minority as a 
Christian. 
"It's pretty tough. There's 

not many people that do it, to 
tally 100 percent," he said. "It's 
really tough when you're the 
only one." 
But churchgoing teens 

aren't trouble-free, youth 
ministers say, and weekly at 
tendance might not be enough 
to. keep them from making 
mistakes. 
"We're not exempt from the 

problems," Greene said "but I 
think it helps them keep a bal 
ance in life." 
Still, teenagers' devotion to 

their faith is a positive sign. 
"1:he truth is changing them. 

It gives them a grounding, a 
sense of who they are in 
Christ," said Nathan Smith 
youth coordinator at Bethle~ 
hem Baptist. . 
"When you know why you're 

here, trouble just doesn't make 
sense." 
You can reach Jason Foster at 

(704) 869-1819. 
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A group of women from ~lehem Baptist Churcb will portray women from the Bible during a women's retreat next weekend. From left, Linda 
Denton as Naomi, Tabatha High as Delilah, Teresa Schultz as Mary, Amy Denton as Ruth, Trudy Pope as Elizabeth, and Wendy Gibson as Jehoshe 
ba. Below, sisters Mary and Martha are portrayed by Shelia Buechel and Teresa Gibson. 

• At Bethlehem Baptist, a retreat 
will look at great women of the Bible 

BY FRAN FARLOW 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

Have times really changed, 
or are women still the way 
they were back in the days of 
the Bible? 

Listen and see as the WEW 
- Women Encouraging Women 
- portray the women of the 
Bible during the Women's In 
Town Retreat to be held Oct. 
12-13 at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. 
Grief at the loss of a loved 

one? Listen as the Biblical 
Naomi says: "Famine, death of 
my husband, my sons' mar 
riage to foreigners, nothing 
could have prepared me for 
the pain of losing my sons. I 
was a woman, a widow, with no 
sons in a foreign land." 
Mother-in-law problems? 

Hear how Ruth felt when she, 
too, went to a foreign land as a 
widow, and how she clung to 
the only family she had left: 
"Don't urge me to leave, for 
where you go I will go, where 
you lodge I will lodge. Your 
people will be my people and 
your God my God. Where you 
die, I will die and be buried." 
Too tied up with love of mon 

ey? Be warned by the story of 
Delilah, who takes pride in 
"developing quite a reputation 
among the gentlemen." She 

haughtily says, "Samson was 
no match for me. I was born a 
beauty and schooled in the arts 
of love." As Delilah ends her 
tale, she gloats, "I guess God 
fulfilled his purpose fo Sam 
son after all. Hmmm! And I'm 
all the richer for it!" 
Worrying about what other 

people think? Mary, mother of' 
Jesus, after meeting the 
stranger at the well, said, 
"First I was so confused and 
absolutely horrified. Suddenly, 
I heard myself saying, 'I am 
the Lord's servant, may it be as 
you have said.' I didn't give a 
thought to what people might 
say or think." 
As she looks back to the time 

when kings came to worship a 
babe in a manger, Mary says, 
"Myrrh, what a strange gift for 
a child. I didn't recognize its 
significance until many years 
later. You see, myrrh is used to 
prepare one's body for burial." 
Making difficult choices? 

Naiomi tells her audience: "Be 
cause of Ruth's faithfulness 
and obedience, God used her. 
Her son is Obed, who was the 
grandfather of King David. 
And from the line of David 
came Jesus who redeems us 
back to God.You see, your 
choices extend beyond your 
lifetime. How will God use 
you?" 

women 

All the modern-day human 
faults and virtues can be found 
in the stories of the 24 women 
in the Bible portrayed by the 
members of the WEW. 
"It took almost a year for the 

program to come together," 
said Brenda White, in charge 
of the presentation. 
"The names of the different 

characters were passed out to 
the women," she said, "then 
each member studied her 
woman's story in the Bible. 
"Then each woman did a 

monologue, telling her charac- 

ter's story." 
The list of names of women 

in the Bible includes Eve, 
Sarah, Iamar, Rahab, Deborah, 
Jael, Delilah, Naomi, Ruth, 
Hannah, Bathsheba, Jezebel, 
Athaliah, Jehosheba, Esther, 
Proverbs 31 Woman, Elizabeth, 
Mary of Jesus, Woman of 
Samaria, Mary, Martha, Mary 
Magdalene, the Woman Who 
Lived a Sinful Life and The 
Bride of Christ. 
The Biblical presentation is 

.,.See Women/Page 
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NAME: Pastor Eric P. Walton 
CHURCH: Bethel Baptist Church, (704) 718-7513 
HOMETOWN: Indianapolis, Ind. 
COLLEGE/SEMINARY TRAINING: Ambassador Baptist College 
PREVIOUS SERVICE: Amazing Grace Baptist Church, Breran 

Baptist Church. 
FAMILY: Wife Andrea, four children. 
HOBBIES: Bible study, walking. 
WHEN DID YOU RECEIVE A CALL TO THE MIN 

ISTRY: July, 1996. 
EXCITING PROJECTS AT YOUR CHURCH: "The 

most exciting thing to· me is to see lives change by 
our Lord's glorious gospel, to know God's word can 
change a negative to a positive." WALTON 
PERSONAL AND CHURCH GOALS: "To start an af- 

ter-school program to improve basic skills and teach basic Bible 
doctrine so they can learn to live for God." 
FAVORITE SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Romans 1:16-17. 
SPECIAL INSPIRATION: Pastors Chuck Surrett, John Burton 

and Tommy Steele, Evangelist Ron Compfert. 

TWomen 
continued from Page 1E 

divided into four parts, with 
Parts One, Three and Four 
dramatic monologues. Part 
Two is entitled "Who Am I?" 
and the audience is invited to 
participate in naming the 
character portrayed. 
In addition to the "Women 

Then, Women Now ... " pro 
gram, Ruth Gordon Howard, 
a renowned speaker and au 
thor will share her story of 
being raised in the Jewish 
faith and having a personal 
encounter with Jesus that 
changed her life forever. 
She is married to Brian 

Howard, who will be present 
for special music. Brian is 
the composer who wrote one 
of the most famous children's 
songs of our generation, "If I 
Were A Butterfly," which is 
sung and loved by millions. 

The Howards lead worship 
together and own Mission 
Hills Music, an international 
music company. 
Times of the Women's In 

town Retreat are 5-9:30 p.m. 
Friday and 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat 
urday, Oct. 13. 
Registration fee for the re 

treat is $30, which includes a 
monogrammed denim shirt, 
WEW magnet eraseable 
board, Friday supper and 
Saturday Continental break 
fast, snacks and all supplies. 
Everyone is invited to at 

tend the retreat. To register, 
mail the registration fee, 
name, address and phone 
number, size of denim shirt 
(XS to XXL) to Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, WEW In 
Town Retreat, 539 North New 
Hope Road, Gastonia, 28054. 
For more information, call 

(704) 864-0406. 
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( B"e'thlehem Baptist participating in Operation Warm-Upi ~ 
chandise Mart in Charlotte. Then on Dec. 1- 
3, teams will be delivering the items. 

"We'll be staying in a gym with no show 
ers," said Gaddis. "But it's a mission trip so 
you're supposed to suffer a little." 

If you are interested in donating cloth 
ing, call the church at (704) 864-0406. The 
church is located at 539 N. New Hope Road. 

Monetary donations can be sent to Oper 
ation Warm-Up, c/o Jewel Financial,_~erj 
vices, 1212 ~outh Blvd., Charlotte, 2820y 

.............................................. . ... 

BY NEILL CALDWELL 
Gazette Community Sections Editor 

,Bethlehem Baptist Church is among the 
participants in Operation Warm-Up, a non 
denominational, non-profit, once-a-year 
project with a mission of delivering cloth 
ing and blankets to needy families in the 
Appalachian mountains of West Virginia, 
Virginia and Kentucky. 

It is also designed to give area youth the 
\pportunity to participate in a mission trip. 

Operation Warm-Up started in 1989 in 
Charlotte with five people and one truck 
making the trip. Last year, 400 volunteers 
and five fully loaded tractor-trailers made 
the trip. This year, .the organization hopes 
to have 600 youth and adults on the trip and 
help more than 15,000 families. 

This is the third year that Bethlehem 
Baptist is participating in the effort, which 
involves churches in the Charlotte metro 
area. 

"We've got 24 adults and students going," 
said Bobby Gaddis, coordinator of the pro 
ject at Bethlehem Baptist. "We'll be taking 
blankets, coats and sweaters to people back 
in the mountain hollers who don't have any 
warm clothing. We've been called by God to 
help other people and this is one way we 
can respond." 

Monday is the last collection day. Begin 
ning Wednesday volunteers will begin pack 
ing and sorting the donations at the Mer- 
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Marc Holcomb (from left), Wendi Weir, Heidi Rogers, Lorie Glover, Tammy Spargo and Ann Johnson 
sing "In Moments Like These" on Wednesday at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Gastonia. 

Live, from the sanctuary 
of a Gastonia church 
By JOE DEPRIEST 

Staff Writer 
GASTONIA- Sermons and 

music are getting a little edgier 
at some Gaston churches. 
Congregations dress down 

instead of dressing up. If they 
miss a service they can always 
check it out online. 
It's part of a national trend 

among churches of all denom 
inations to attract a new gener 
ation turned off by old ways of 
worship. 
At Gastonia's 900-member 

Bethlehem Baptist Church, the 
latest experiment is a Saturday 
night worship service added to tion gave away the organ, and a 
a lineup that includes services six-piece "praise" band now 
on Sunday mornings and provides the music. Instead of 
Wednesday evenings. hymnals, folks sing along to 
The new service, which de- words flashing on an overhead 

buts Saturday, targets people projection screen. 
in their 20s and 30s, single or Spargo preaches in a golf 
married, and with or without shirt and slacks and puts his 
children. Afterward, they can sermon notes on the overhead 
stay around for "Saturday screen so the congregation can 
Night Live" Bible study. follow along. Sometimes he 
"The message is the same, shows clips from classic mov 

but the methods are different," ies like "It's a Wonderful Life" 
says Bethlehem's pastor, the to illustrate a point. 
Rev. Dickie Spargo, 39. Soundlikegimmicks? 
"Things have to change. We'll Maybeso,saysomereligious 
do whatever it takes to make a leaders, but they make no apol- 
difference in the community." ogies. 
Founded in 1942, Bethlehem "In my opinion, you should 

is a nontraditional church do whatever it takes to reach 
where change keeps right on e , people for Christ," says Larry 
coming. McElreath, executive director 
Pews were replaced by of the Greater Gaston Baptist 

chairs long ago. The congrega- Association, which includes 

WANT TO GO? 
The new Saturday night 

worship services at Bethle 
hem Baptist Church will be 
gin tomorrow at 6 p.m. The 
church is at 539 North New 
Hope Road in Gastonia, and 
the service will be in the 
Family Life Center. Dress is 
casual and child care will be 
provided. For more informa 
tion, call 864-0406. 

120 churches in Gaston, Lin 
coln, Cleveland and Catawba 
counties. 
McElreath says area 

churches are just beginning to 
try Saturday night services. 
More people are working on 

Sundays. And for many it's the 
only family day they have. 
At Lucia Baptist Church, Sat 

urday night services began two 
weeks ago to a good response, 
says pastor Mike Davis. 
"For a lot of people, it's a 

more convenient time to wor 
ship. You've got to be flexible 
and find times that fit peoples' 
schedules. Flexibility is the key 
word," he said. 
When Spargo took over as 

pastor in 1990, membership 
had dwindled to about 50. 
Gradually, membership be 

gan to climb. In July 1998, the 
church opened a new Family 
Life Center to accommodate 
the growing numbers. 
Sunday attendance now runs 

about 1,100 with the average 
age about 35. 
Spargo hopes Saturday ser 

vices will help connect even 
more people with the church. 
"We're willing to take some 

risks," he says. "It takes all 
kinds of churches to reach all 
kinds of people." 

Reach Joe DePriest at (704) 868- 
77 45 or jdepriest@charlotteobser 
ver.com. 
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By Lynn Wooten 
Gazette Lifestyle Reporter 

GASTONIA - Once school 
lets out for summer, most kids 
head off to camp or part-time 
jobs. 

Not three Gastonia boys. 
Matt, Joshua and Joseph 

Cochran hop a plane and go to 
Vietnam, Hungary or Thailand to 
work with mission groups. And 
that's what two of the brothers 
plan again this year. 

Joshua, who is 17 and a stu 
dent at Ash 
brook High 
School, is 
returning to · 
Vietnam in 1 

hopes of 
finding a 
native he 
helped con 
vert to 
Christianity 
last year. 
His brother Joshua Cochran 
Joseph, 13, 
who goes to Grier Junior High 
School, will perform a gospel 
musical drama with another mis 
sion i11 Hungary. 

"God called me to go to Hun- 
g a r y , " ..------....-~ 
Joseph says. 
"He told me 
I had a defi 
nite call." 

T h e 
Cochrans, 
sons of Tim 
and Becky 
Cochran of 
Gastonia, 
have played Joseph Cochran 
active roles 
with Teen Mania Ministries, a 
youth mission group in Garden 
Valley, Texas, which they learned 
about from their church, Bethle- 
hem Bapti,fil - 
Church on 
New Hope 
Road. 

Joshua 
spent time 
in Thailand 

Brothers 
committed 
to missions 

sum 
mer, facing 
down scruti 
ny by the Matt Cochran 
secret police 
as he and his colleagues spread 
God's word to the Communists. 
A contact of Joshua's converted. 
"He was the only one who got 
saved, and it just happened to be 
through me," he says. "I found a 
lot of oppression there." 

In July, Joshua returns to Viet 
nam to continue his ministry 
work. That same month, Joseph 
makes his first mission trip, this 
time to Hungary. "It's going to 
be awesome when we get up 
there." 

Matt, 15 and also a Grier stu 
dent, last year undertook mission 
work in Botswana, Africa. He 
performed religious dramas and 
lived outdoors for a month. He 
says his experience changed him. 

"God and me are just so much 
closer since then," Matt says. "I 
feel I have more courage." 

The Cochran sons' 1997 mis 
sion trips will cost $6,000, and 
the family as well as Bethlehem 
Baptist are trying to raise the 
money now. ,, _ 

God called me to go 
to Hungary. 

Jospeh Cochran 
Teen mission worker from Gaston 

____ ,, 
..,.. Want to contribute? People 

who want to contribute to 
making the boys' work possi 
ble may send checks payable 
to Bethlehem Baptist Church 
for Cochran Missions. For 
more information, call either 
the church at 864-0406 or 
the Coch rans at 864-6597. 
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Excited in 
their faith: 

Bethlehem's 
congregation 

stands shoulder 
to shoulder 

during a Sunday 
service. 

THRE 

By Lynn Wooten 
Gazette Lifestyle Reporter 

Meeting the challenge: Because of swelling membership, Bethlehem's pastor, Rev. Dickie Spargo, now leads three Sunday services. 

•WANT TO GO? Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, 539 N. New Hope Road, holds 
services at 8:15, 9:45 and 11 :15 a.m. 
Sundays. The church is located next to 
Bojangle's on South New Hope Road at 
the 1-85 interchange. 

GASTONIA - The Rev. Dickie 
Spargo once used an old-fashioned, 
hand-crank water pump - the kind 
that must be primed to produce well 
water - to illustrate a point from 
the pulpit: You've got to put a little dropped off. I think a lot of it had to 
bit into religion to get something out do with a lack of leadership and a 
of it. lack of vision." 
Worshipers grasped the message. But the congregation has swelled 
The moment was a prime example to 500-600 in only six years. 

of the Rev. Spargo's unique ap- And the Rev. Spargo says he's not 
· proach to spreading the good word surprised. 
- a main reason, supporters say, "We believe that love draws peo 
that Bethlehem Baptist Church is pie like a magnet," he says. "We 
explodirrg'Wiffi growth. ~ believe the local church should be 
When the Rev. Spargo became friendlier than the local bar." 

pastor of Bethlehem six years ago, With that outlook Bethlehem has 
he and his small congregation grown so much th~t this month it 
prayed for church growth. added a third regular Sunday ser- 
They got their wish. vice to its worship activities. 
Membership at Bethlehem, which "There are other churches with 

was established in 1942, totaled two services on Sundays," the Rev. 
about 50 when the Rev. Spargo took Spargo points out. "But I know of no 

~o~. "It had just gradually other that has three." 

Members understand Bethlehem's 
attraction. 
"People are seeking to hear the 

truth from God's word in a sim 
plistic, easily understood way - 
unaltered yet simplistic," says Nancy 
Scarborough of Gastonia, who joined 
Bethlehem three years ago. She de 
scribes the Rev. Spargo's preaching 
style as "very down to earth in a way 
that people can take and use and 
apply to their lives." 
Church support proved valuable to 

Mrs. Scarborough and her husband, 
Jerry, when he underwent a heart 
transplant. "Bethlehem is a praying 
church, and we had to wait 11 
months (for a heart). We got a lot of 
support," she recalls. 
Others agree. 
Debbie Gaddis and her husband, 

Bobby, who live in Dallas, joined 
Bethlehem 10 months ago. "We were 
hungry to be fed," she says. "The 
spirit of God is there, and we use 
Him to lead us." 

·~ 

Mrs. Gaddis· praises the Rev. 
Spargo's approach to worship. 
"He talks to you. He doesn't 

preach down to you. You feel wel 
come when you walk in." 
The Rev. Spargo attributes the 

church's growth to three things: 
•An inspiring, celebratory wor- 

ship; 
• Practical, encouraging messages; 
• Friendly, loving people. 
"We really haven't reached our 

potential," the Rev. Spargo says. 
Perhaps not, but the church is 

bursting at the seams. And while the 
church has added a third service, 
once a month members gather at 
North Gaston High School's audi 
torium so everyone can worship to 
gether. 
In June, Bethlehem launched a 

"vision fund" toward building a new 
church to replace the current one, 
which seats 240. So far, $200,000 has 
been raised, the Rev. Spargo says. 
"We're praying and planning," he 

says. 

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church's philosophy 
•A church should help people 

meet their needs like Jesus did. 
• A church cares about you and 

offers love, acceptance and hope 
through a relationship with Christ. •A church should be a place 
where every Sunday people receive 
a spiritual and inspirational boost to 
help them in the week ahead. •A church brings out the best in 
you and enables you to enjoy a 
happy, Godly and fulfilling lifestyle. •A church strengthens a mar 
riage and family and builds lasting 
friendships and helps you become 
the person God intended you to be. 
• A church gives practical an 

swers to problems and gives- you 
hope for a better tomorrow. 
• God wants you to know Him 

through a loving, personal friendship 
and that life is meant to be enjoyed, 
not endured. 

The Rev. Dickie Spargo 

• • • 
Gazette photos 

by 
Phil Allison 

• • • 



• The "Good News America, 
God Loves You" revival will begin 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church 539 N. New Hope 

Road. Host pastor Irvin W. Ad 
cock, said R. Fain Farmer is 
evangelist, and Jim Lavender is 
song leader. 
Each night will have a different 

emphasis: Sunday, Music Night; 
Monday, Sunday School Rally 
Night; Tuesday: Teen Rally Night 
with pizza for youth and prospects 
at 6 p.m.; Wednesday: Deacon 
Night when church family will sit 
in sections with their assigned 
church deacon; Thursday: 
Children and Young Adult Night, 
with hot dogs and puppet show for 
children, young adults and pro 
spects at 6 p.m. ; Friday: Golden 
Age Night, with covered dish meal 
for senior citizens and prospects, 6 
p.m.; April 13, Sunday school high 
attendance. 
Services will be 

Monday-Friday. 
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;).9 / •, . Cfiurch 'youth become fast friends 
Teens forsake food 
for more than a day 
as they reaffirm faith 

. By La Toya Hankins 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

GASTONIA - For 30 hours this 
weekend, young people from two 
area churches went hungry. None of 
them complained of feeling empty 
inside. 
Youth members of futl.hlehcm 

Baptist Church Student MTmSfnes 
and Presbyterian Church of Lowell 
fasted for most of Friday and Sat 
urday. 
Instead of snacking on pizza or 

pretzels, the teen-agers prayed and 
pledged to help others in the com 
munity. 
"We wanted to give the students a 

taste of what life is like in different. 
parts of the country and we figured 

Please see FAST/78 



FAST \ 

~-'FROM 1 B 
~ 1'1at this would be a practical 
~: thing we could do," said Rob 
~- Gie dcMarigny, youth minister ,·:I at Bethlehem. 
"" 
~~ , The Gaston fast was the !'i rst 
~ for Bethlehem Baptist. The 22 
·>; church members raised close 
~-~ta $200 in pledge contributions 
~:, for World Vision, a Christian 
: relief and development organi 
,, zation with more than 5,200 
.: pFograms in 100 nations. 
-~ · :Chad Wilson, one of the stu- 
0 dent organizers of the event, 
, 'said he enjoyed participating 
·: because of the feeling it gave 
~: him. 
: >we were able to help those "' ~ less fortunate than us by doing 

; 'his" the 15-ycar-old Ashbrook 
~ 10th-grader said. 
:· .:"The fasting pa rt wasn't that 
·;bad because we slept through 
.. · t·ne worst part. I guess fasting 
· 1imde us realize how fortunate 

·~ w·c are." 
- 'Many of the students who 

: part.ic i patcd said the fast 
,' helped them become closer 
w+th their friends and strength 

·, cued their faith. 
-But it took a while to adjust 

to not being able to dash to the 
kitchen to get a snack when 
ever the mood hit them. 
"Even though 1 wouldn't usu 

ally be hungry, just because I 
couldn't eat 1 started wanting 
to cat something," said Emily 
Gibson, a ninth-grader at High 
land Junior High. 
Instead of eating, the group 

held worship services, wrote 
letters to church members 
serving in Haiti and watched 
videos about life in the country 
affected by hunger. 
The members also served 

dinner at the Salvation Army 
shelter in Gastonia and offered 
their services to those in the 
community. who needed help 
around their house. 
Midge Grant was one of the 

older adults selected to be 
helped by the group. Three of 
the church members washed 
her hair, cleaned her house 
and helped her set out some 
flower pots. 
"Words can't express how 

much J appreciate those girls," 
she said. 

··1 wish they were up for 
adoption. They arc a credit to 
the country and to their 
church ." 
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~aston teens 
plan 30-hour fast 
to help the needy 

GASTONIA - Dozens of teens will 
go without food for 30 hours starting 
tonight to help the needy in Gastonia 
and throughout the world. 
Members of the Bethlehe~~t~t 

Church Student Ministries wt s 
parrorlhe 30 Hour Famine program, 
for which 180,000 youth nationwide 
raised more than $2.8 million last 
year. 
Youth at Presbyterian Church of 

Lowell and other area churches also 
plan to fast this weekend. 
The Gastonia fast will be the first at 

Bethlehem Baptist. The teens are ask 
ing for contributions for World Vision, 
a Christian relief and development or 
ganization with more than 5,200 pro 
grams in 100 nations. 
The teens also plan to serve dinner 

at the Salvfili£!1 Army homeless shel 
ter in Gastonia, do service projects 
around Gaston County and hold a spe 
cial worship service and Bible study. 
"We'll have a time to recognize just 

how lucky we are," said 15-year-old 
Chad Wilson. 
"I'll be able to feel as if I'm part of 

the poverty-stricken people we are 
trying to save," added 14-year-old 
Summer Merritt. 
The fast ends Saturday at 7 p.m. ) 

-~I 

By Stephen Harris 
Gazette Staff Reporter 
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1942 - Const. 
1943 - Admit. to GASTON under watchcare. 
1944 - Full member of GASTON • 
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Gastonia 's Bethlehem Baptist /} / 

~qi Dennis Connell Named 
Baptist Youth Director 
Belmont's Dennis Connell has 

been called by the Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Gastonia to be 
their youth director. 

Dennis began his work at 
Bethlehem Baptist on November 
2. 

Connell is also continuing his 
studies at Gardner-Webb Col 
lege. He is a rising senior. Den 
nis, a South Point High School 

"graduate and a former football 
player for Jim Biggerstaff, has 
been a member of the Unity Bap 
tist Church for the past 14 years, 
where has been an active 
member, including a Sunday 
School teacher and a member of 
the board of deacons. 

He will continue his. studies at 
Southeastern Seminary at Wake 
Forest. 

Connell's parents are Claude 
and Rachel Connell of Concord.· 
Rev. Connell is the pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Concord. 

Rev. Connell was the pastor at 

Unity Baptist for seven years 
prior to going to Concord. 

Dennis had been working with 
the city of Belmont and going to 
Gardner-Webb before taking 
over his new duties as youth 
director at Bethlehem Baptist in 
Gastonia. 

DENNIS CONNELL 

JJ 
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Bt!tll,l~hem Baptist celebrates recovery 
Bv ER1c NEWsoM· anger, co-dependency, sex addic- clas~es here at .church, and we Wa t to go? 

Gazette Correspondent tion," she said. "We'll also have a reahzed that this wasn t some- n • 
teen program called, 'Life thing that you could start at Friday's open house is for the 
Hurts God Heals,' for teens who your church, run for 13 weeks community to learn about the pro 
are g~ing through these things and then let it come to an end - gram, whether they are interested 
or who have parents going it has to be ongoing." . in getting help or helping others. It 
through these things." The. Friday night services be- will begin at 6 p.m. at Bethlehem 
The Friday night services will gin .with a $3 dmner at 6 p.m. A Baptist Church, 539 N. New Hope 

be a combination of eating, prais- praise service follows, then par- Road, behind Bojangles. 
ing and sharing experiences. ticipants break off mto smaller 
Child care will be provided. gr~u~s to disc~ss their problen_is. 
The idea for Celebrate Recov- With the dinner and the chi~d 

ery came from Saddlebag Com- care, \\_'e wanted. to make this 
munity Church in California somethmg accessible to people 
who helped expand the prograrr{ who are just getting off of work,". 
nationwide. Harris said. "We wanted to provide 
"We've been reading, studying a place for people who feel that 

and hearing about it for proba- they have no other place to go." 
bly two years," said Todd Beaty, The discussion groups are the 
the program's ministry leader. key to the program. That,'s 
"We do a lot of discipleship where honesty can help begm 

GASTON GAZETTE ..____.. 
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TUESDAY 33,095 
JUL 8 2003 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Bu!!~!!'!~~ / j/ 
69 OF 
.xrze. 28 XX .... 

GASTONIA - A program 
aimed at helping curb destruc 
tive behavior by bringing faith 
to addicts will host an open 
house this Friday and begin in 
earnest on July 18. 
Bethlehem Baptist plays host 

to what organizers nope will be a 
countywide program, called Cel 
ebrate Recovery, which uses 
weekly worship and open com 
munication as a touchstone to 
ending addictions of all kinds, 
said Kelli Harris, who is handling 
promotion for the program. 
"We'll cover everything 

chemical dependency, alco 
holism, depression, abuse, 

the healing process, said Beaty. 
"That's where we really cre 

ate a safe atmosphere for people 
with all different types of addic 
tions," he said. 
"The men and women will be 

separate and the types of addic 
tions will be really brought out 
there in those sharqgroups." 

See Recovery/Page 48 ..,....,.. 



~Recovery 
continued frPm Page 18 

Share groups break apart after an 
hour-long session, and participants 
are given a chance to socialize over 
coffee during a portion of the night 
called, "Solid Rock Cafe." 
As the groups progress, participants 

will begin the 12-step progress during 
the week at other community church 
es participating in the program. So far, 
Centerview Baptist, Parkwood Baptist, 
Life Church, Change of Heart Baptist 
Church and Calvary Baptist Church 
have pledged their support. 
"You have to come and do the open 

share groups first, so you can see the 
areas yqu need to do the 12-step in," 

Harris said. 
The July 11 open house is a chance 

for the community to learn about the 
program, whether they are interested 
in getting help or helping others. It 
will begin at 6 p.m. this Friday at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church at 539 N. 
New Hope Road, behind Bojangles. 

"We've got about 25 to 30 people 
that have really been involved in it, 
and we're very excited," Beaty said. 
"There's a lot of butterflies and knots 
in our stomachs, but we just want to 
open our doors to help anyone who 
needs it." 
You can reach Eric Newsom at (704) 

869-1828. 
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Russians 
r{Cj1 • ' receive 

Bibles 
Gastonians back 
from historic trip 
By Bo Petersen 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

GASTONIA - The swarm of people in 
the Moscow streets often knocked down 
the volunteers who were giving out Bi 
bles. 
"The soldiers would look to see if 

anyone was looking before stuffing a 
Bible in their coats," said Deborah 
Moore. 
Mrs. Moore was one of three Gas 

tonians who helped give out 100,000 Bi 
bles in the Soviet Union and Romania 
during a two-week trip organized by Mi 
chigan evangelist Rick Amato. 
Mrs. Moore, the music director at 

Bethlehem Ba.Q.!.ist Chur<;!h joined Pas 
tor 1oe Owlngand Walter Prescott both 
of Gastonia's Brookleigh Baptist Church. 
They returned late Tuesday. 
They were among 91 volunteers who 

joined Amato to take advantage of newly 
opened missionary opp9rj:uniti~§. in the 
former Eastern Bloc. 
They visited "unregistered churches" 

in nussran households Where the con· 
gregation jammed services, in a country 
where both the Bible and the churches 
until recently were outlawed, and 
Christians persecuted. 
The volunteers also brought medicine 

to orphans in Romania. 
Amato became the first person to 

preach in the Kremlin, the Russian 
government center, · in four televised 
services with a potential audience of 300 
million. 
When he called on the Kremlin audi 

ence to pray aloud, to make a Christian 
faith commitment, 23,000 responded. 
"You could hear them all over the 

building," Mrs. Moore said. 
One Russian unregistered church was 

a "ramshackle farm shack" where 225 
people jammed a room the size of a 
family room, as roosters crowed outside. 
The pastor - who had been impris 

oned five times - would not answer 
when asked if he still was persecuted. 
"What really struck me was the sim 

plicity," Mrs. Moore said, "plain country 
people in plain country clothes. The 
women had their heads covered. The 
people had very careworn faces and 
they didn't smile much. 
"But when they sang, it was like noth 

ing I've ever heard before. All their ex 
pression came out in their music and 
their faces lit up." 
"They treated us like kings," she said. 

"In Moscow we ate caviar and smoked 
salmon every meal .but breakfast. The 
people on the street were starving, but 
we were · Americans with American 
money." 
"I realize how much I took for 

granted, how much religious liberty 
took for granted." ~ 
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WMU and Baptist Young 
Women. Our men have a 
prayer breakfast the second 
Saturday of every month. 
• Pastor's philosophy: My 

main purpose is to exalt the 
Savior, equip the Saints and 
Evangelize the Lost. 
• Pastor's favorite Bible 

passage: Acts 20:24 - "But 
none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord 
Jesus to testify the Gospel of 
the grace of God." 

• Pastor's favorite hymn: 
Victory in Jesus 

• Community activities: 
We have a van ministry, an 
outreach to nursing homes 
and we are involved at the 
crisis pregnancy center. 
•What makes your 

church special: Since May 
31, 1942, the God of our 
church has been the same. To 
share with people how they 
may know for certain that they 
have eternal life. 

Rev. Dickie Spargo in front of his church. 

YOUR CHURCH 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
•Address and phone: 

539 N. New Hope Road, Gas 
tonia, 864-0406. 

• Pastor's name: Dickie 
Spargo 
• Pastor's background: 

I'm originally from Gastonia, I 
graduated from Gardner-Webb 
College and Mid-America Bap 
tist Seminary in Memphis. I 
was a youth pastor and asso 
ciate pastor in Memphis be 
fore coming to Bethlehem two 
years ago. 
•Congregation: 315 
•When church was 

founded: May 31, 1942 
•Worship service hours: 

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; 
Sunday worship service, 11 
a.m.; Sunday evening service, 
6 p.m.; Wednesday night ser 
vice; 7 p.m. 

• Organizations for chil 
dren, youth, men, women 
and meeting times : Chuck 
Edmondson is our youth and 
children pastor. We have chil 
dren's church, children's 
choir, youth activities, adult 
choir, mission groups on Wed 
nesday night, Brotherhood, 

/ 
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Motorcylists rally to 
· celebrate the Lord 
By,Polly Harrison McDaniel 
Assistant Lifestyle Editor 

GASTONIA - Jeff Williams wants to 
turn a stereotype on its ear. · 
This biker is a Bible-toting Baptist. So 

if you want to chat with him, don't waste 
your time looking in tattoo parlors or 
beer joints. Just head 'for the Wednesday 
night meetings at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church on North New ffOpe oa . ·-ne hopes he can convince other mot 
orcyclists to join him in praising the 
Lord. 
With the blessings of his pastor, Wil 

liams has organized a Biker Rally at the 
church from noon-6 p.m. today. The event. 
will feature a barbecue, a Christian rock 
band, a motorcycle ride-in and testimony 
by an evangelist. There will be children's 

"activities, too. 
"I'm in a biker ministry," Williams said. 

"I've been trying to get the local church 
involved and I talked with my pastor, the 
Rev. Dickie Spargo, about it." 
The ministry is called His.Laboring 

Few. Bikers from the High Point-based 
· organization are helping organize today's 

rally. Williams also is a member of the 
Christian Motorcycle Association, which 
has 50;000-members·world·wide:-~-- · 

"We're real excited about being able to 
host this at our church," said the Rev. 
Spargo. "We're had some bikers come to 
our services before but we've never had a 
day set aside just for them. 
"I found that some of the finest people 
I ever met were bikers." 
While the pastor doesn't ride motor 

cycles, Williams comes to church on his 
1989· Harley Davison Heritage Softtail, 
"I rode a motorcycle before I got 

saved." Williams said. 
He still loves the freedom of the road. 

He racked up 700 miles on the Harley last 
weekend alone. 
'.'The Lord is the only difference," Wil 

liams said. "Christian bikers do the same 
things other bikers do, except for the 
partying, wet Tvshirt contests, things like 
that. We like to ride bikes, get out and 
have fun." : 
Part of the fun set for today will be 

rocking tunes by the New Hope Band, 
which takes Southern rock music and 
rewrites the words in a Christian light. 
For example, the Lynyrd Skynyrd stan 
dard "Sweet Home Alabama" becomes 

."Sweet Home Up In Heaven."· 
At 6 p.m., evangelist Andy Bryan will 

give a message Williams hopes the bikers 
will relate to. "He's going to try to make 
them feel as comfortable as he can," Wil 
ljams said. 
"We want them to know that Jesus loves 

bikers, too." 

John Clark/The Gazette 

·Ready for the rally: Jeff Williams, left. organized today's Biker Rally 
at Bethlehem Baptist Church. Williams and his biking friends, Ronnie Pope, center, 

and Donnie Whitesides, right, often ride their motorcycles to church. 

Jesus the Biker The Biker's Prayer 
God I know you are real. 

_Thank you for being in the wind with me, even 
before I ask. 

· Thank you for your son Jesus, who died for me. 
Forgive me of my sins, for I truly repent 

. · and turn to you. 
· Jesus i ask you now to come into my heart that 

we might ride together daily. 
I dedicate myself and my scoot to serving You. 
Thank you Lord, for my salvation. 

-Thank you, for I am now in His wind, 

He would have ridden a Harley. 
He was a lot like you and me. 
The government didn't like him. 
The church thought He was weird. 
His friends were few. 
What friends He had denied Him. 

'He was persecuted by the hypocrites. 
Hehung around people like you and me, not 
the goody-two-shoes Pharisees. 

Yes, if Jesus were on this earth in the flesh, 
He wou Id be next to you on his Harley 
telling you he loved you ... 
enough to die for you. 

• Source: His Laboring Few 

•WANT TO GO? Today's Biker Rally is· set 
for noon-6 o.rn. at Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
539 North New Hope Road (just off 1-85). · 
Admission is free. For more details, call 864- 
0406. Rick McDaniel of York, S.C., heads up 
the local chapter of His Laboring Few. He can 
be reached at (803) 684-0290. Or call the 
national headquarters at (800) 205-6774. 

-Amen 

•Source: His Laboring Few 
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receives choral 
scholarship 
Robert Jason Ramey, a 2001 

graduate of North Gaston High 
School, is a recipient of The 
Chowan College Chorus $500 Mu 

sic Scholarship. He 
also recently re 
ceived a $2,000 
grant from the .N,.C. 
Baptist Stat~~ 
vetttiuir.1Ie was se 
~ as most out - 
standing choral stu- 

RAMEY dent for two con 
secutive years. 

He also was selected to Who's 
Who Among AmericazWligh 
School Students for two conseyn- 

' 
tive years. He participated in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
and the French and chorus clubs. 
He served as vice president of 
the French c;~~~:::=n=r==:n==:::;:;;:~ 
He attendAJBtiihlenem Baptisf 

~in Gastoma. H'e pians to 
attend Chowan College this fall 
pursuirFg"a' degree m li1story. He 
is the son of Tim Ramey of Dallas 
and the grandson of Ann Bostic. 


