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4q, ,r: I .,:fomecomings ~ 
• Bjngham Memorial Baptist 

Church wlll hold its nomecoming 
service Sunday. Host pastor 
John Kinnamon said dinner on 
the grounds will follow the morn 
ing worship service. A song ser 
vice is planned at 2 p.m. A 
nursery will be provided. 
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Birigham Baptist Shares t-i ) 

Its 3 Year Progress Story 
Rev. Richard Hicks and mem 

bers of his church want to share the 
progress their church has made 
during the past three years. 

"I came to the church three years 
ago on January l, 1988. Looking 
back on those three years makes 
our church members want to share 
with the community its accom 
plishments. When I came to the 
church, the church had 20 active 
adults and one child in its member 
ship: Now we have more than 175 
active members - many of them are 
young people," he pointed out. 
At the time Rev. Hicks came to 

the church, the church owed 
$140,000. The church paid off 
$100,000 and now only has 
$14,000 indebtedness. We hope to 
get that amount paid off by May of 
1991." 
To build up the membership, 

Rev. hicks said "We started out 
with a car ministry. Six Women of 
The Church drove their cars to pick 
up the unchurched. Most of these 
were young people who had never 

-----.... 

attended a church. 
" Around six months later, I con 

tacted businessmen for funds to 
purchase a van. The church added 
money to the contributions and we 
bought our church van in May of 
'88. 
"The van makes two trips each 

Sunday and one on Wednesday 
evenings. On Sunday mornings, 
we have Sunday School at 9:45 
followed by the worship service. 
The Bell Choir practices at 3:30 
pm and the Adult Choir, at 4:45. 
"We have a Teaching Ministry 

For Teenage Girls at 4:45. 
"It is our Wednesday meetings in 

which we draw a lot of young peo 
ple for the 7 o'clock service .. We 
continue our Teaching Ministry For 
Teenage Girls. These meetings for 
girls from age 12 through 17 aver 
ages from 35 to 50 young people." 
He confessed to the well known 

fact. "Young people come better if 
we feed them At times we have a 
full meal but at most of our meet 
ings, we serve snack foods - sand- 

wiches, cookies, drinks." 
By doing this, the church is at 

the same time feeding the young 
people Christian messages along 
with serving the food. 
"Men have taken over as drivers 

for the Van Ministry. Drivers are 
Steve Barber, Ralph Miller, Ron 
Sawyer and Barry Hicks. They 
each take a month at a time to 
serve as drivers. ' 
"The church is in the financial 

shape to be able to hire a part time 
worker, Rev. William McGibney. 
He is a great worker. He holds a 
Master's degree in sacred music 
from Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary. He is Band Director at 
Grier Junior High School. For our 
church. he directs a Bell Choir, an 
Instrumental Ensemble, an Adult 
Choir, Pre-School Choir and a 
School Choir." 
"Our church is blessed with 

good workers. Laura Steedly has 
the Children's Church that takes 

s~~s,Pagev 



PROGRESS 
... 
From Pagel 

place during the morning worship 
service. Diane Barber assists her. 

"The church maintains a clothes 
closet. We distribute our food 
through the Baptist Association. 
Last Christmas, our church took 
care of 32 families. This year we 
don't know the exact number we 
will help but I feel that it will be a 
lot more than the 32 families we 
helped in Christmas of 1989." 
Bingham Baptist is located at 

616 Athenia Place. It started out in 
a frame building on land that was 
given to the church. Later, a hand 
some new sanctuary and fellow 
ship hall was constructed. The 
church started a re-building pro 
gram when members called Rev. 
Hicks as minister 

"So many of our people are ded 
icated workers that it would be 
hard to name them all," Rev. Hicks 
stated in talking about the progress 
the church has made during its re 
building program. 
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@gharir'eaptist raise building, ha~e reviva1A1J 
Members of Bingham Baptist 

Church held a revival Oct. 17-20. 
While it was in progress, church mem 
bers had their first.sanctuary razed. 
The building that stood adjacent to· 
the new church building was the 
church congregation's first meeting 
place. 
In addition to serving as the mem 

/\. - - 

bers' first meeting place, the building 
was also used to host one of Bessemer 
City's first senior citizens group. 
Rev. Jack Hord is minister. 
Conducting the revival was Rev. 

John Ashworth, minister of South 
Marietta Street Baptist Church, 
Gastonia. 
Laura Steedly, choir director, had . - 

special singing for each evening's 
service, Gail Elmore is organist. She 
replaced Amelia Nation. Annette 
Goforth is the church's new pianist. 
Sunday night. Oct. 31, for the 

church's 5th Sunday Singing program, 
members of the New Visions singing 
group were guests. They presented a 

I ) 



Bingham Memorial - 1951 Gaston GASTON 

1951 - Const. June Admit. to GASTON under 
watchcare as Bingham. 

1952 - Full member of GASTON. 
1977 - Listed Bingham Memorial • 
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for a temporary sanctuary. 
The building program to take 
place in phases was started 
in 1977. The building was first 
used starting in 1978. 

The Englands are in the 
process of moving into the 
home they own on Ransom 
Street in Gastonia. 

( 1 
Rev. England Resigns 
At Bingham Baptist 
Rev. Ray England, pastor, 

and Rev. Curtis England, 
assistant pastor, at Bingham 
Baptist Church tendered 
their resignations on Sunday, 
January 27, 1985. The father 
and son preaching team an 
nounced their . resignation 
during the morning worship 
hour. 

Rev. Mr. England had 
been minister of the church 
for almost twenty years. 
During his pastorate, the 

church built a new building 
for Sunday School rooms and 

Mrs. England, a music 
teacher, will continue her in 
structions at their home in 
Gastonia. 

Joe Dellinger serves as the 
chairman of the church's 
Deacon Board. 
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(~11 Bingham Baptists 
February Events 

Members of Bingham 
Memorial Baptist Church nave 
planned a num6er of services 
and activities for the month of 
February. On Sunday, February 
7, the church joined in with area 

, Baptist churches in holding a 
"Here's Hope Day, North 
Carolina." At the evening ser 
vice, a film, ''Bold Sharing" was 
shown. 
Sunday, the 14th, for 

Gardner-Webb College Day, a 
student from the college will 
speak. Following the evening 
service, an "All-Hearts" social is 
to take place. Persons attending 
the evening service and social 
have been asked to wear 
something red in keeping with 
the Valentine's Day theme. 

Special music will bepresented 
on Sunday, February the 21st 
with Lanie and the Eastern 
Voices singing. 

In preparing for Women's. 
Day on the 28th, a breakfast 

·prepared' by the men is to be 
served to the women on Satur 
day, the 24th. Women will have 
charge of the services. 

The men had observed Men's 
Day on January 24 with the 
women serving them breakfast. 
For the men's morning worship 
service, lay speakers were Jerry 
White, Bennie Tate, Marvin 
O'Steen and Fred Lester. 
Speaking at the evening ser 

vice were Fred Lester, Bob 
Grigg, Tommy Watts and Boyd 
Paseur. 
For the Women's Day, Joan 

Grigg is president of the women. 
Laura Steedly as vice president, 
serves as program chairman and 
Gladys England is the chairman 
of the community missions com 
mittee. 

On 'Sunday, January 31, the . 
church held its regular Fifth 
Sunday Singing program with 
Mrs. Richard Spencer, the guest 
singer. Her husband is the direc 
tor in the Gaston Baptist 
Association. 

Rev. Mr. Ray England is 
pastor of the church with Rev. 
Mr. ' Curtis England, assistant 
pastor. 11 



BINGHAM BAPTIST CHURCH - Pictured aboye are Phases 
One and Two that have been completed by members of 
Bingham Baptist Church. The $270,000 structure is the 
fellowship hall and education building. The sanctuary, the 

third Phase, is to be constructed at a later date. The church 
will hold Homecoming and Open House Sunday, July 30. 
Mr. Ray England is minister. 

Sunday To Be Big Day 
For Bingham Baptists 
Sunday, July 30, will be a 

day of rejoicing for members 
of Bingham Baptist Church. 
The church that started out 
twenty-six years ago as a 
mission church will be holding 
Homecoming services in a 
new $270,000 structure that 
represents Phases One and 
Two of a three-phase building 
program. 

Rev. Mr. Ray England is 
minister of the church that is a 
daughter church of First 
Baptist. 

When the late B.W. 
Bingham was superintendent 
of the Algadon Mill, he was the 
moving force behind 
establishing a church in the 
Algadon Community. First 
services were held in a house 
in Algadon Village that the 
mill company provided free of 
charge for over twenty-five 
persons. The church was 

formally organized in 1952. 
The Rev. Joe Maye was the 
first pastor. 

Soon after organizing, the 
church built a church sanc 
tuary on Edgewood Road, 
across from Algadon Mills. 
Later a. fellowship building 
was added. 
Two years ago on the last 

Sunday in .July of 1976, ground 
was broken for a new struc 
ture. The fellowship and 
education buildings have been 
completed and are now in 
service. The sanctuary is to 
be built at a later date. 
Church worship services are 
now held in the new fellowship 
building for the over 300 
members. 
The Homecoming speaker 

will be Rev. Robert Summey. 
pastor of New Hope Baptist 
Church and a former Bingham 
minister. 

Flowers for the altar will be 
placed by members of the 
Senior Ladies Sunday School 
Class. 
Mrs. Ray England is 

organist and choir director 
with Mrs. Fred Lester, 
pianist. 
Rev. Mr. Curtis England is 

assistant pastor and Youth 
Director. 
Mrs. Russell Badger is 

church secretary. 
Following Homecoming 

service, a covered dish dinner 
is to take place. 
A singing program is to take 

place from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Special singing groups will 
include the Davis Trio and the 
Don White Singers. 
An Open House to tour the 

two buildings that are con 
nected will take place from 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m. Refresh 
ments will be served. 

The new structure and 
parking area are located 
adjacent to the "ole" church. 
The former church is being 
used for a clothes closet and 
pantry projects for the needy. 
It is also being used for 
storage. The former 
fellowship building is still 
being used for church and 
community affairs and pur 
poses. 
Of the 25 to 30 charter 

members, only three are still 
members of the church. They 
will be recognized Sunday. 
They are Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
T. Polk and Mrs. Edith Cash. 
Ministers who have served 

the church in addition to Revs. 
England, Summey and Maye 
have been Rev. <Pete) Marion 
Pierce, Rev. Howard Shrum 
and Rev. Johnny Chapman. 
The public is cordially in 

vited to share in Sunday's 
services. 
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orks ef Art 

Members qt Bingham Baptist ChmciJ design quilts to be donated to the Gaston County Baptist 
Association. Edith Whidden, G1\ry Broome and Dot Perry tack up one of the quilts. 

Bessemer City women make 
quilts for less fortunate 
In a small Sunday School classroom at Bingham 

Memorial Ba_ptist Church, a group of Bessemer 
-eny women meet on a daily ba- In cefefrratihn of 
sis to create beautiful, hand- ® 
crafted quilts. f3't,,~,...,_ 
With the quilting frame sitting ~ ~ 

in the center of the make-shift ~. 
sewing room, Dot Perry and her 'Women's ~istory 
helpers patiently piece and stitch :Montli 
together the works of art. 
Perry said she came up with the idea of making 

quilts to give to the Gaston County Baptist Asso 
ciation last year and finally got the program 
started with the help of fellow quilters Ann Young, 
Edith Whidden, Gerry Broome, Marline Harris, 
Thelma McCarthy, and Bobbie Jackson. 
Perry said the Gaston County Baptist Associa 

tion distributes the quilts to those in need such as 
the homeless and families who may have lost their 
homes to fire. 

She said the group can tack up a quilt which 
covers a king-sized bed in about five hours. The 
talented ladies have already made 11 quilts, four 
baby quilts, and four baby pillows. 

The congregation of Bingham Baptist is very 
supportive of the quilting program. All of the ma 
terials have been donated by church members, ac- 
cording to Perry. • 

Perry said she and the church ladies plan to 

Dot Perry puts the finishing touches on one of 
the hand-crafted quilts. 

make as many quilts as possible. 
However, the quilting may slow down later this 

spring when Perry plants her garden. 
"I always plant a big garden," said Perry. 
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Billgham Baptist pay~ 
tribute to USA 21 7th 

On Sunday, July 4th, members 
of Bingham Baptist Church paid 
tribute to the celebration of the 
United States' 217th anniversary. 
A program of song and prayers 

was given along with the regular 
morning worship service. 
Rev. Jack Hord is church minis 

ter. 
Laura Steedly, choir director, 

had charge of the program. She 
was assisted by Gail Elmore, or 
ganist. 

For the service, a large US flag 
was placed across the baptistery 
and a stand at the altar held an 
American and Christian flags . 
. Pew markers were bows of rib 

bons in red, white and blue. 
The altar arrangement in patriot 

ic colors was placed in honor of 
servicemen on active duty who are 
members of the church or whose 
families are members. 
They are Capt. John David 

Gilreath who is stationed in 
Hawaii. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell Gilreath. 
Major Jill Coy stationed in New 

Mexico, and daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs Slim Haney. 
Pvt. Ricky Spencer stationed in 

Germany, son of Vicki Spencer. 
Sn Tanya Steedly stationed in 

Japan, daughter of Laura Steedly. 
The congregation gave the 

pledge to the American and 
Christian flags and to the Bible. 
Presenting special music were 

soloists Danny Elmore and David 

Lee Smith. 
Special guests were representa 

tives of the different branches of 
the US military forces.They were 
introduced to the congregation 
along with their branch songs. 
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al\\/ Gastonia woman charged (l,l 

with embezzling from church 
BY DANA HAYDOCK 

Gazette Staff Reporter 

BESSEMER CITY - Police ar 
rested the former organist and 
treasurer of Bingham Memorial 
B~h Tuesday on 
charges she embezzled nearly 
$310,000 from the church, ac 
cording to court documents. 
Gail Treadway Elmore, 48, 

1237 Monroe Drive, Gastonia, 
faces eight counts of embezzle 
ment. She was released from 
Gaston County Jail on Tuesday 
after posting $50,000 bail. 

Elmore worked as the organ 
ist and treasurer for the church, 
according to church member 
Mark Harris. 
Her husband was the choir di 

rector, Harris said. 
Harris, a certified public ac 

countant, was asked by the church 
to look into the missing money af 
ter Elmore's husband made 
church members aware of it dur 
ing a church meeting, he said. 
He investigated the missing 

money as a favor to the church, 
he said. The charges date back 
to Feb. 1, 1994, when $7,133.75 

turned up missing from church 
coffers, according to arrest war 
rants. 
During the next six years, 

amounts ranging from $20,115.61 
to $154,975.96 were taken, ac 
cording to arrest warrants. 
"The only statement we'd like 

to make is we basically feel we 
have significant evidence that 
Gail Elmore has appropriated 
funds," Harris said. 
Elmore did not return phone 

calls to her home. 
You can reach Dana Haydock 

at (704) 869-1817. 



Rev. England Gets 

Master's Degree 
Rev. Mr. Curtis England 

received his Master's Degree 
of Divinity during graduation 
exercises held Saturday, May 
13, 1978, at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
of Wake Forest, N. C. 
A graduate of Ashley High 

School of Gastonia and 
Gardner-Webb College, he is 
the son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Ray England of 626 Athenia 
Place. Rev. Mr. England is 
mtnister of Bingham 
Memorial Baptist Church of 
Bessemer City where Rev. 
Mr. Curtis England has 
served as Assistant Pastor 
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